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On  the  cover:  Some  birds  just  make  history.  This  adult  Ross's  Gull  was  discov- 
ered by  veteran  Regional  Editor  Guy  McCaskie  at  Red  Hill  marina,  at  the  south 
end  of  Salton  Sea,  California  17  November  2006;  it  remained  to  be  enjoyed  only 
for  one  more  day  (here  18  November).  By  far,  this  bird  was  the  southernmost  of 
its  species  reported  anywhere  in  the  world — and,  naturally,  California's  first. 
Photograph  by  Larry  Sansone. 
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First  North  American 
record  of  Pallas's  Warbler 


(i Phylloscopus  proregulus) 
at  Gambell,  Alaska 


PAUL  E.  LEHMAN  • P.0.  BOX  379  • CAPE  MAY,  NEW  JERSEY  08204  . (EMAIL:  lehman.paul@verizon.net) 
GARY  H.  ROSENBERG  • P.O.BOX  91  856  • TUCSON,  ARIZONA  85752  • (EMAIL:  ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 


Abstract 

The  first  record  of  Pallas’s  Warbler  ( Phyl- 
loscopus proregulus ) for  North  America 
was  documented  at  Gambell,  Saint 
Lawrence  Island,  Alaska,  on  25-26  Sep- 
tember 2006.  The  identification  and  evi- 
dence supporting  the  record  are  present- 
ed here  and  put  into  context  with  records 
of  other  landbird  vagrants  found  in  au- 
tumn at  Gambell  since  the  1990s. 

Introduction 

The  Aleutians  and  islands  of  the  Bering 
Sea  in  western  Alaska  are  well  known  to 
North  American  birders  as  places  where 
Asian  migrants  and  vagrants  occur  regu- 
larly. Attu,  Shemya,  Buldir,  and  Adak  Is- 
lands in  the  western  and  central  Aleu- 
tians, St.  Paul  (and  to  a lesser  extent  St. 
George)  Island  in  the  Pribilofs  (southern 
Bering  Sea),  and  the  village  of  Gambell  at 
the  northwestern  tip  of  Saint  Lawrence 
Island  (northern  Bering  Sea)  (Figure  4) 
are  all  sites  that  have  produced  many 
documented  records  of  Asian  waterbirds 
and  landbirds — some  of  which  have 
turned  out  to  be  regular  migrants  and 
some  of  which  have  been  determined  to 
be  true  vagrants  with  few  North  Ameri- 
can records. 

Gambell,  a village  of  some  660  Yupik 
people  located  at  the  northwestern  tip  of 
St.  Lawrence  Island,  lies  315  km  (195 
mi)  west-southwest  of  Nome  and  74  km 
(46  mi)  from  the  closest  point  on  Russia’s 
Chukotskiy  Peninsula  (Figure  4).  Con- 
tinuous human  occupation  of  the  Gam- 
bell area  dates  back  some  2000  years. 
Midden  deposits  (burial  sites  for  discard- 
ed marine  mammal  and  bird  carcasses) 


from  at  least  the  past  two  centuries  have 
revealed  important  records  involving 
bird  bones  (Friedmann  1934,  Murie 
1936).  Today,  these  same  midden  sites 
(known  collectively  as  “the  bone- 
yards”) — as  well  as  other  areas  of  dis- 
turbed ground — are  characterized  in  late 
summer  and  early  fall  by  relatively  lush 
vegetation  dominated  by  Northern  or 
Tall  Wormwood  (Artemisia  tilesii)  and 
Arctic  Sage  or  Wormwood  (A.  arctica ), 
which  grows  to  a maximum  height  of 
slightly  more  than  a half  meter.  The  rich 
soil  and  vegetative  growth,  combined 
with  the  vertical  relief  and  protection 
from  the  wind  provided  by  tbe  digging 
pits,  are  magnets  for  passerines  in  au- 
tumn. The  list  of  regularly  occurring 
avian  species  found  here  includes  a num- 
ber with  primarily  Old  World  distribu- 
tions that  also  nest  on  mainland  Alaska 
(with  a few  breeding  in  small  numbers 
on  St.  Lawrence  Island  as  well),  but 
which  then  return  westward  in  late  sum- 
mer and  early  fall  to  winter  in  southeast- 
ern Asia  or  Africa.  These  “trans- 
Beringian”  species  include  Arctic  War- 
bler ( Phylloscopus  borealis ),  Bluethroat 
( Luscinia  svecica),  Northern  Wheatear 
(Oenanthc  oenanthe ),  Eastern  Yellow 
Wagtail  (Motacilla  tschutschensis) , White 
Wagtail  (M.  alba),  and  Red-throated  Pip- 
it ( Anthus  cervinu s).  Another  trans- 
Beringian  migrant,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
( Catharus  minimus),  has  nesting  popula- 
tions in  northeastern  Russia  that  in  au- 
tumn head  eastward,  back  into  North 
America.  The  boneyards  are  also  attrac- 
tive to  most  of  the  vagrant  landbirds  from 
both  Asia  and  mainland  North  America. 


Two  of  the  three  boneyards  are  located 
near  the  base  of  187-m  Sevuokuk  Moun- 
tain (Figure  5),  which  probably  acts  as  a 
barrier  to  some  low-flying  landbirds  that 
might  otherwise  continue  moving  farther 
eastward.  Other  migrants  probably  arrive 
elsewhere  on  the  island  and  work  their 
way  to  the  northwestern  tip  at  Gambell. 
Many  passerines  are  not  discovered  in 
the  boneyards  until  the  afternoon  or  ear- 
ly evening,  which  suggests  that  they  are 
new  arrivals. 

Field  encounter 

The  autumn  of  2006  at  Gambell  was 
poor  for  vagrant  Asian  passerines 
through  early  September,  with  none 
found  until  10  September,  when  three 
Bramblings  ( Fringilla  montifringilla)  put 
in  a brief  appearance.  In  contrast,  the 
last  several  days  of  August  and  first  ten 
days  of  September  were  good  to  excel- 
lent for  Asian  landbird  strays  each  year 
from  2002  through  2005.  The  Bram- 
blings were  followed,  however,  by  a 
Siberian  Rubythroat  (Luscinia  calliope) 
and  a Pechora  Pipit  (Anthus  gustavi)  on 
14  September.  But  then  moderate-to- 
strong  north  winds  set  in  for  the  follow- 
ing eight  days — through  22  Septem- 
ber— and  again  no  Asian  passerines  were 
found  (although  Alaska’s  fourth  and  the 
Bering  Sea  region’s  first  Philadelphia 
Vireo  [ Vireo  philadelphicus]  appeared  on 
18  September).  The  winds  slackened  to 
light  southwesterly  and  then  light  north- 
easterly over  the  ensuing  several  days, 
with  partly  cloudy  to  overcast  skies  on 
23-24  September,  and  overcast  with  light 
rain  on  25  September.  We  discovered  a 
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Pallas’s  Bunting  ( Emberiza  pallasi ) on  24 
September  in  Gambell’s  “Near  Bone- 
yard,”  where  it  remained  through  26 
September. 

During  the  early  afternoon  of  25  Sep- 
tember, we  arrived  at  the  “Circular  Bone- 
yard,”  where  Lehman  promptly  flushed 
a very  small  passerine  which  flew  off, 
low,  and  dropped  back  into  cover.  He 
told  Rosenberg  that  it  looked  interesting 
and  that  they  should  try  to  re-find  it.  Af- 
ter some  time,  Rosenberg  relocated  the 
bird,  got  a brief  look  at  it  on  the  ground 
and,  based  on  partial  views,  yelled,  “Yel- 
low-browed Warbler!”  The  bird  then 
flushed  and  both  observers  were  able  to 
see  its  yellow  rump,  at  which  point 
Lehman  yelled,  “Pallas’s  Warbler! !”  Pan- 
ic quickly  ensued,  as  Rosenberg  was 
scheduled  to  leave  the  island  in  just  two 
hours  time  and  still  needed  to  do  some 
packing.  Both  observers  were  well  aware 
that  this  bird  would  constitute  a first 
North  American  sighting  and  that  recog- 
nizable photographs  would  be  needed  to 
document  the  record.  So,  with  a high 
level  of  urgency  and  nervousness, 
Rosenberg  and  Lehman  began  the  task 
of  trying  to  obtain  the  needed  documen- 
tation, with  digital  photography  and 
video,  respectively. 

The  bird  remained  faithful  to  the  Cir- 
cular Boneyard  for  two  days — through 
26  September — but,  like  many  migrant 
passerines  occurring  at  Gambell  in  au- 
tumn, it  was  very  furtive,  could  easily 
hide  in  the  relatively  thick  boneyard  veg- 
etation, and  proved  difficult  to  see  well 
or  for  long  periods  of  time.  Despite  these 
difficulties,  excellent  photographs  (e.g., 
Figures  1-3)  and  video  were  obtained. 

The  bird  was  the  size  of  a Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  (Regains  calendula).  It 
showed  a thin  but  sharp  and  distinct  pale 
yellow  central  crown  stripe,  set  off  by 
dark  (very  dark  olive)  sides  to  the  crown, 


which  in  turn  contrasted  with  a bold  su- 
percilium  that  was  strongly  tinged  with 
deep  yellow  in  front  of  the  eye,  paling  to 
an  off-whitish  behind  the  eye,  and  which 
in  turn  contrasted  with  a distinct  dark 
eye  line.  In  all,  the  head  pattern  was  very 
bold  and  distinct.  The  upperparts  were 
unmarked  olive  green,  except  for  a bold 
medium  yellow  rump  patch  that  was 
usually  covered  by  the  folded  wings 
when  the  bird  was  at  rest  but  which  be- 
came obvious  when  the  bird  flicked  its 
wings  or  took  flight.  The  wings  showed 
two  bold  pale  yellow  wing  bars,  pale  yel- 
lowish edgings  to  the  secondaries,  and 
distinct  whitish  edges  to  the  tertials. 
[The  bird’s  overall  small  size,  distinct 
pale  supercilium,  and  white  tertial  edges 
are  all  characters  shared  by  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  ( Phylloscopus  inorna- 
tus).]  The  underparts  were  off-whitish 
and  appeared  unmarked.  The  tail  was 
short  and  showed  no  pale  patches  or 
spots.  The  legs  were  dusky,  not  obvious- 
ly pale  or  very  dark.  The  bird  acted  nerv- 
ous, giving  regular  wing-flicks,  much  as  a 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  does.  Several 
times  it  hover-gleaned  food  from  plants, 
one  to  two  feet  off  the  ground  for  about 
one  or  two  seconds  each  time,  but  then 
quickly  returned  to  cover  out  of  view.  It 
called  at  least  once,  and  gave  a clear,  up- 
slurred  su-wee. 

The  combination  of  small  overall  size, 
distinct  pale  median  crown  stripe,  bold 
supercilium  with  strongly  yellow 
supraloral  area,  distinct  dark  eye  line, 
olive-green  upperparts,  off-whitish  un- 
derparts, dark  tertials  with  distinct 
whitish  edges,  medium  yellow  rump 
patch,  su-wee  call,  and  wing-flicking  and 
hover-gleaning  behavior  clinch  the  iden- 
tification as  Pallas’s  Warbler. 


Figures  1-3.  These  photographs  of  the  Gambell 
Pallas's  Warbler  were  taken  25  September  2006. 
Together  they  show  almost  all  the  important  field 
marks  of  this  species,  including  the  distinct  pale 
median  crown  stripe,  bold  supercilium  with  bright 
medium  yellow  supraloral  area,  distinct  dark  eye 
line,  olive-green  upperparts  and  off-whitish 
underparts,  dark  tertials  with  distinct  whitish 
edges,  and  a light-to-medium-yellow  rump  patch. 
Photographs  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 


Discussion 

Pallas’s  Warbler,  also  known  as  “Pallas’s 
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Figure  4.  Map  showing  the  Bering  Sea  region,  western  Alaska,  and  eastern  Siberia  and  the  Russian  Far  East.  Gambell  is  located  at  the  northwestern  tip  of  St.  Lawrence  Island 
and  is  only  74  km  (46  mi)  from  the  closest  point  on  Russia's  Chukotskiy  Peninsula.  Many  of  the  vagrant  Asian  passerines  that  turn  up  at  Gambell  in  the  fall  breed  northeast  to 
the  Koryak  Highlands  or  Anadyr  River  basin  ("Anadyrland").  Some  individuals  have  originated  from  even  much  farther  away.  Pallas's  Warbler  is  not  known  to  breed  any  closer 
than  the  Magadan  area  bordering  the  north-central  Sea  of  Okhotsk.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 


Leaf- Warbler”  and  (formerly)  “Lenron- 
rumped  Warbler,”  is  a distinctive  species 
and  one  that  is  a regular  autumn  vagrant 
to  western  Europe.  Some  authorities  rec- 
ommend splitting  this  species — which 
currently  is  made  up  of  four  or  five  sub- 
species— into  at  least  two,  and  possibly 
four,  separate  species  (Baker  1997, 
Rheindt  2006).  Nominate  proregulus 
breeds  widely  in  coniferous  and  mixed 
taiga  forests  from  central  and  southern 
Siberia  eastward  to  Amurland,  the 
Stanovoi  Range,  Maya  River,  the  mouth 
of  the  Amur  River,  Ussuriland,  Sakhalin, 
northeastern  China,  and  North  Korea 
(Vaurie  1959,  Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker 
1997;  Brazil,  in  press;  Figure  6).  The 
northeasternmost  extent  of  the  summer 
range  is  thought  to  reach  immediately 
north  of  the  Sea  of  Okhotsk,  just  east  of 
the  city  of  Magadan  (Andreev  et  al.  2005, 
del  Hoyo  et  al.  2006),  some  1900  km 
(1200  mi)  southwest  of  Gambell  (Fig- 
ures 4,  6).  This  taxon  winters  in  tropical 
Asia,  from  southeastern  China  (south  of 
the  Yangtse  River)  to  northern  Indochina 


(south  to  northern  Thailand,  northern 
Laos,  and  northern  Vietnam)  and  Hainan 
(Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker  1997,  del 
Hoyo  et  al.  2006;  Figure  6).  It  is  a rare 
but  annual  migrant  to  offshore  Japan 
(Brazil,  in  press)  and  has  occurred  many 
times  as  an  autumn  vagrant  in  Europe 
(Mullarney  et  al.  1999). 

During  the  past  15  or  so  years,  leaf- 
warbler  taxonomy  throughout  Asia  and 
Europe  has  been  going  through  some- 
thing of  a revolution,  with  many  recent 
and  ongoing  studies  there  focusing  on 
important  differences  in  vocalizations, 
plumage  (some  quite  subtle),  and  genet- 
ics. Many  taxa  once  thought  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  same  species-complexes  are 
now  being  split  into  separate  species. 
The  “final”  taxonomic  arrangements — 
even  the  agreed-upon  English  names — 
are  still  very  much  a work  in  progress 
(Rheindt  2006).  Other  taxa  currently  in- 
cluded in  the  Pallas’s  Warbler  complex 
are  hansuensis,  chloronotus/simlaensis, 
and  forresti,  which  nest  from  central  Chi- 
na to  the  Himalayas  and  the  border  of  Af- 


ganistan  (Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker  1997, 
del  Hoyo  et  al.  2006).  Several  authori- 
ties— including  Alstrom  and  Olsson 
(1990)  and  Martens  et  al.  (2004) — have 
split  these  taxa  from  nominate  Pallas’s 
Warbler  into  at  least  one  new  species 
(Lemon-rumped  Warbler,  P.  chloronotus) 
and  possibly  up  to  three  new  species 
(Rheindt  2006):  Gansu  Leaf- Warbler  ( P. 
p.  kansuensis),  Simla  Leaf- Warbler  (P  p. 
chloronotus/simlaensis) , and  Sichuan 
Leaf-Warbler  (P  p.  forresti).  Seasonal 
movements  within  these  taxa  are  prima- 
rily altitudinal,  although  some  birds 
move  farther  southward  to  the  Hi- 
malayan foothills,  Bangladesh,  Burma, 
southeastern  China,  and  northern  In- 
dochina (Cramp  et  al.  1992,  Baker 
1997).  Another  taxon — Chinese  (or  “La 
Touche’s”)  Leaf-Warbler  (P.  yunna- 
nensis ) — has  already  been  split  from  Pal- 
las’s Warbler  by  several  authorities  (e.g., 
Alstrom  and  Olsson  1990,  Martens  et  al. 
2004,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  2006);  it  breeds  in 
central  and  eastern  China  and  winters 
“apparently”  in  Southeast  Asia  (del  Hoyo 
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et  al.  2006). 

All  of  these  more  southerly  breeding 
members  or  former  members  of  the  Pal- 
las’s Warbler  complex  are  unlikely  to  oc- 
cur in  Alaska  based  on  geographic  distri- 
bution and  somewhat  limited  migratory 
behavior.  They  also  have  slightly  duller 
plumage  overall  than  nominate  proregu- 
lus  (and  than  the  Gambell  bird),  with 
more  washed  out  greens  and  yellows, 
slightly  duller  (more  grayish)  under- 
parts, and  particularly  duller  head  pat- 
terns (duller  median  and  lateral  crown 
stripes  and  much  duller  yellow  in  the  su- 
percilium  in  front  of  the  eye)  (Baker 
1997,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  2006).  Call-notes 
differ  markedly  (Alstrom  and  Olsson 
1990,  Baker  1997,  Martens  et  al.  2004): 
the  Gambell  bird’s  su-wee  call  matches 
that  of  nominate  proregulus  but  not  those 
of  the  other  taxa  in  the  complex  (Baker 
1997,  del  Hoyo  et  al.  2006).  Based  on  its 
widespread  breeding  range  in  Russia, 
long-distance  migration,  and  regular  oc- 
currence as  a fall  vagrant  in  Europe,  Pal- 
las’s Warbler  of  the  nominate  subspecies 
has  been  anticipated  to  occur  in  western 
Alaska  by  some  authorities  (Tobish 
2000). 

All  documentation  involving  the  Gam- 
bell bird,  including  photographs  and 
videotape,  has  been  deposited  with  the 
Alaska  Checklist  Committee.  Following 
its  receipt,  that  committee  in  January 
2007  voted  unanimously  to  accept  Pal- 
las’s Warbler  to  the  Alaska  List. 

Autumn  vagrants  at  Gambell 

Annual  coverage  in  spring  of  several  of 
the  islands  in  western  Alaska  began 
back  in  the  1970s  but  ended  in  the  west- 
ern Aleutians  for  most  birders  in  2000, 
when  Attu  Island  birding  operations 
ceased.  Regular  spring  visits  to  Adak  Is- 
land in  the  central  Aleutians,  to  St.  Paul, 
and  to  Gambell  farther  to  the  north, 
have  continued,  and  coverage  has  in- 
creased in  some  cases.  By  contrast,  fall 
birding  coverage  did  not  blossom  until 
relatively  recently,  beginning  in  the  ear- 
ly 1990s  or  later,  though  birding  records 
date  back  to  the  early  1970s  and  even 
earlier.  This  increase  in  coverage,  com- 
bined with  the  excellent  autumn  poten- 
tial for  vagrants  from  the  large  pool  of 
long-distance  migrant  species  breeding 
in  Russia  and  wintering  in  Southeast 
Asia,  has  led  to  the  recent  discovery  of  a 
substantial  number  of  Asian  birds,  for 
many  of  which  there  existed  fewer  than 
ten  North  American  records.  Some  of 


these  species  are  largely  unknown  from 
the  spring  season,  and  several  with  only 
a handful  of  records  before  the  mid- 
1990s  are  now  being  found  almost  an- 
nually— e.g.,  Dusky  Warbler  ( Phyllosco - 
pus  fuscatus),  Siberian  Accentor 
( Prunella  montanclla ),  Pechora  Pipit, 
and  Little  Bunting  ( Emberiza  pusilla).  It 
also  appears  that  the  fall  season  in  the 
Bering  Sea  region  is  a rich  time  for 
North  American  mainland  strays. 
Species  that  until  very  recently  were 
largely  unknown  in  this  area — even  in 
Alaska  overall — are  being  found  in  sur- 
prising numbers. 

Following  very  limited  and  sporadic 
autumn  fieldwork  on  St.  Lawrence  Island 
through  the  late  1980s,  Lehman  initiated 
more  regular  tour-leading  and  independ- 
ent surveys  at  Gambell  beginning  in 
1992,  with  lengthy  visits  between  mid-  or 
late  August  and  early  October  annually 
from  1999  through  the  present  (2006). 
Increased  coverage  at  this  season  by  oth- 
er observers — both  as  part  of  organized 
birding  tours  and  as  independent  bird- 
ers— has  followed.  A paper  detailing  the 
autumn  birdlife  at  Gambell  and  St. 
Lawrence  Island  through  2004  was  re- 
cently published  (Lehman  2005).  The 
richness  of  the  autumn  vagrant  season 
can  be  seen  in  a partial  listing  of  what  has 
been  found  at  Gambell  between  1999  and 
2006.  There  were  first  North  American 


records  of  Yellow-browed  Warbler  in 
1999  (Lehman  2000);  Lesser  Whitethroat 
( Sylvia  curruca ),  Willow  Warbler  (P. 
trochilus),  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  (Musc- 
icapa  striata ) in  2002  (Lehman  2003); 
and  the  Pallas’s  Warbler  discussed  here. 
The  second  record  (and  first  live  individ- 
ual) of  Eurasian  Wryneck  (Jytvc  torquilla ) 
was  discovered  in  2003,  as  was  a second 
Yellow-browed  Warbler  in  2002,  the  third 
record  of  Tree  Pipit  ( Anthus  trivialis ) in 
2002,  and  the  fifth  of  Pallas’s  Bunting  in 
2006.  Other  notable  Asian  species,  and 
the  number  of  individuals  found  in  fall 
during  this  eight-year  period,  include 
Oriental  Cuckoo  (Cuculus  optatus ) (2), 
Sky  Lark  (Alauda  aiyensis ) (3),  Midden- 
dorff’s  Grasshopper-Warbler  ( Locustella 
ochotensis ) (3),  Dusky  Warbler  (7),  Taiga 
Flycatcher  ( Ficedula  albicilla ) (1),  Siber- 
ian Rubythroat  (2),  Red-flanked  Bluetail 
( Tarsiger  cyanums ) (1),  Stonechat  ( Saxi - 
cola  torquatus ) (1),  Eyebrowed  Thrush 
( Turdus  obscunts ) (1),  Siberian  Accentor 
(10),  Olive-backed  Pipit  ( Anthus  hodg- 
soi li)  (1),  Pechora  Pipit  (9),  Little 
Bunting  (8),  Reed  Bunting  .(Emberiza 
schoeniclus ) (1),  and  Common  Rosefinch 
( Carpodacus  erythrinus ) (2)  (Lehman 
2005).  From  the  North  American  main- 
land during  this  same  period  came  such 
far-flung  vagrants  as  Common 
Nighthawk  (Chordei les  minor),  Least  Fly- 
catcher ( Empidonax  minimus),  Pacific- 


Figure  5.  Map  of  the  Gambell  village  area,  showing  three  of  the  principal  sites  for  migrant  passerines:  the  "Near," 
"Far,"  and  "Circular"  Boneyards  (middens).  (The  Pallas's  Warbler  in  September  2006  freguented  the  Circular  Boneyard.) 
Sevuokuk  Mountain,  lying  immediately  to  the  east,  may  act  to  impede  the  dispersal  of  some  landbird  transients.  This 
barrier,  combined  with  the  otherwise  sparse  vegetation  and  extensive  gravel  that  characterize  the  village  area,  helps 
to  further  concentrate  migrants  and  vagrants  in  the  boneyards.  Map  by  Cindy  Lippincott  and  Virginia  Maynard. 
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Figure  6.  Breeding  and  winter  distribution  of  the  Pallas's  Warbler.  The  closest  point  in  the  summer  range  extends  east- 
ward to  just  east  of  the  city  of  Magadan,  some  1900  km  (1200  mi)  southwest  of  Gambell.  Map  by  Virginia  Maynard. 


slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher  (E.  diffi- 
cilis/occidcntalis ) (2),  Warbling  Vireo 
( Vireo  gilvu s)  (4),  Philadelphia  Vireo, 
Tennessee  Warbler  ( Vcrmivora  peregrina ), 
Nashville  Warbler  (V  ruficapilla).  Magno- 
lia Warbler  ( Dcndroica  magnolia),  Palm 
Warbler  (D.  palmarum ),  American  Red- 
start ( Setophaga  ruticilla)  (2),  Mac- 
Gillivray’s  Warbler  ( Oporornis  tolmci), 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  ( Emberiza  pallida), 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  (Pheucticus 
melanocephalus) , Bullocks  Oriole  (Icterus 
bullockii),  and  Purple  Finch  ( Carpodocus 
purpureus)  (Lehman  2005). 

Most  of  the  recent  autumn  coverage  at 
Gambell  has  not  begun  until  20  August 
or  later  (except  during  two  years  when  it 
began  as  early  as  11  August),  and  there 
has  been  no  recent  fall  coverage  after  ear- 
ly October.  And  Gambell  is  substantially 
better  surveyed  in  autumn  than  almost 
any  other  site  in  western  Alaska!  Thus, 
the  late-autumn  migration  remains  poor- 
ly studied  overall,  accurate  departure 
dates  for  a good  number  of  species  (par- 
ticularly waterbirds)  are  not  known,  and 


late-fall  lingerers  and  vagrants  remain 
largely  undiscovered. 
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After  making  landfall  in  southern  coastal  North  Carolina  at  Ocean  Isle  just  before  midnight  on  1 September  2006,  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  moved  quickly  toward  southeastern  Virginia  (here  8:24 
a.m.  on  1 September).  Overnight,  the  storm's  north-northeasterly  path  (and  counterclockwise  circulation)  resulted  in  strong  easterly  and  southeasterly  winds  blowing  directly  toward  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  mouth.  As  the  storm  entered  Virginia,  winds  shifted  southwesterly  and  westerly  through  the  afternoon  and  next  morning.  Perhaps  the  storm's  combinations  of  wind  speeds  and  direc- 
tions, along  with  the  orientation  of  the  Bay,  resulted  in  the  high  diversity  of  seabirds  in  the  lower  Bay  on  2 September:  1 1 tern  species  (among  them  1 1 noddies  between  four  sites),  six  tubenose 
species  (including  Sooty  Shearwater  and  Bulwer's  Petrel),  Red-necked  and  Red  Phalaropes,  Sabine's  Gull,  and  all  three  jaegers.  In  addition  to  most  of  these  species,  North  Carolina  lakes  and 
sounds  produced  a Cory's  Shearwater  and  a South  Polar  Skua — a most  unexpected  collection  for  a storm  whose  winds  barely  topped  1 12  kph  [70  mphj.  Graphic  courtesy  of  and  © Weather- 


Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  originated  from 
a tropical  wave  and  became  a tropical  de- 
pression on  24  August  2006,  as  the 
storm  passed  over  the  Windward  Is- 
lands. It  strengthened  into  a tropical 
storm  the  next  morning  over  the  eastern 
Caribbean  Sea  while  centered  about  480 
km  south  of  Puerto  Rico.  Continuing 
west-northwestward,  the  storm  slowly 
strengthened  and  had  maximum  winds 
of  80  kph  [50  mph]  by  the  next  morn- 
ing. It  turned  northwestward  on  26  Au- 
gust over  the  central  Caribbean  and  con- 


tinued to  intensify  Early  on  the  morning 
of  27  August,  while  centered  about  112 
km  south  of  the  southern  coast  of  Haiti, 
the  storm  was  briefly  a hurricane  with 
maximum  winds  of  120  kph  [75  mph] 
(Figure  2). 

Ernesto  steadily  weakened  during  the 
next  day  as  it  passed  very  near  the  south- 
western tip  of  Haiti.  The  storm  then 
made  landfall  on  the  southeastern  coast 
of  Cuba  just  west  of  Guantanamo  Bay  as 
a tropical  storm.  Ernesto  turned  north- 
westward, and  its  center  remained  over 


Cuba  for  about  18  hours  and  emerged  off 
the  north-central  coast  early  on  29  Au- 
gust. The  storm  continued  northwest- 
ward with  little  change  in  strength  and 
made  landfall  in  extreme  southern  Flori- 
da early  on  30  August  with  winds  of 
about  70  kph  [45  mph],  Ernesto  weak- 
ened to  a depression  later  that  day  while 
moving  northward  over  the  Florida 
peninsula.  After  departing  the  eastern 
coast  of  Florida  near  Cape  Canaveral  ear- 
ly on  31  August,  the  storm  strengthened 
again  over  the  warm  waters  of  the  At- 
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Figure  1.  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  made  landfall  near  Long  Beach,  North  Carolina  at  about  11:30  p.m.  (here  11:04)  on 
1 September  2006.  The  southern  North  Carolina  coast  has  been  "ground  zero"  for  at  least  17  landfalling  hurricanes 
and  tropical  storms  since  Hazel  of  1954,  and  most  of  these  have  produced  records  of  pelagic  birds  on  land  or  inshore. 
Graphic  courtesy  of  and©  WeatherTAP.com. 


lantic  while  heading  northeastward. 
Ernesto  made  landfall  at  11:30  p.m.  31 
August  near  Ocean  Isle/Long  Beach, 
Brunswick  County,  North  Carolina,  just 
west  of  Cape  Fear,  as  a strong  tropical 
storm  with  maximum  sustained  winds  of 
112  kph  [70  mph].  It  moved  generally 
northward  through  eastern  North  Caroli- 
na during  1 September  and  exited  the 
state  as  a depression  by  evening.  Winds 
were  never  over  96  kph  [60  mph]  sus- 
tained, but  rainfall  totals  were  very  high, 
such  as  35.6  cm  at  Wrightsville  Beach. 
By  11:00  a.m.  on  1 September,  the  center 
of  the  depression  was  128  km  west- 
southwest  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  moving 
northward  at  22  kph  [14  mph].  The 
storm  moved  into  the  Hampton  Roads 
area  of  Virginia  (the  cities  surrounding 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  mouth  and  associat- 
ed rivers)  in  the  mid-afternoon,  bringing 
up  to  36  cm  of  rain  (e.g.,  to  Cape 
Charles),  then  rapidly  back  offshore 
around  2:30  p.m.,  where  it  was  absorbed 
into  a nontropical  low  and  continued  to 
the  northeast. 

The  storm  was  underestimated  in  the 
Middle  Atlantic,  with  property  damages, 
flooding,  and  power  outages  catching 
forecasters  off  guard.  Students  of  “hurri- 
cane birds”  were  also  caught  off  guard: 
the  storm’s  relatively  weak  winds  were 
not  expected  to  bring  much  more  than  a 
few  Sooty  Terns  during  the  day  of  pas- 
sage (1  September)  through  the  Coastal 
Plain.  Instead,  17  pelagic  species  were 
recorded  between  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  from  interior/inner-coastal  ar- 
eas, and  Maryland,  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York  also  recorded  many  of  the 
same  species.  Because  the  storm’s  over- 
land passage  occurred  mostly  on  a 
Thursday  and  a Friday,  birder  coverage 
of  affected  areas  was  moderate.  Ob- 
servers in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area  were 
galvanized  by  former  regional  editor 
Harry  Armistead’s  early-morning  mo- 
bile-phone  report  of  two  Brown  Noddies 
at  the  extreme  southern  tip  of  the  Del- 
marva  on  2 September — a day  that  might 
not  have  gotten  much  birding  attention 
had  word  not  gone  out  via  the  Internet 
that  Sooty  Terns  were  widespread 
around  the  Bay  area,  in  addition  to  the 
noddies. 

Birders  familiar  with  hurricanes  in  the 
region  liken  Ernesto  to  Bertha  of  1996, 
which  struck  Carolina  Beach,  North  Car- 
olina during  the  night  12  July,  moved 
mostly  overnight  toward  Chesapeake  Bay, 


then  exited  across  the  Delmarva  Peninsu- 
la, and  accelerated  up  the  coast.  Bertha, 
however,  was  a stronger  storm  and  struck 
in  midsummer — the  different  time  of  year 
perhaps  accounting  for  the  much  smaller 
number  of  Black  Terns  in  Bertha,  the 
greater  strength  of  the  storm  (a  Category 
2 hurricane  at  landfall)  perhaps  the  rea- 
son for  greater  numbers  of  Black-capped 
Petrels  and  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
in  Bertha.  Observers  who  remember  Hur- 
ricane David  of  5-6  September  1979  liken 
the  proportions  of  terns  (including  18 
noddies  in  North  Carolina,  one  in  New 
Jersey)  to  that  storm,  and  indeed  David' s 
track  across  the  Lesser  and  Greater  An- 
tilles did  resemble  that  of  Ernesto.  How- 
ever, David  had  been  a much  more  pow- 
erful storm  (reaching  Category  5 status) 
before  it  struck  the  Georgia  coast  as  a 
Category  1;  it  made  landfall  during  day- 
light hours;  and  its  track  took  it  along  the 
Blue  Ridge  mountains,  much  farther  west 
than  Bertha  or  Ernesto.  Tern  counts  in 
David  were  much  higher  than  in  Ernesto, 
particularly  in  the  Carolinas,  where  hun- 
dreds of  Bridled  and  Sooty  Terns  were 
found  on  the  coast.  David  also  displaced 
frigatebirds,  whereas  the  only  one  noted 
in  association  with  Ernesto  was  at  Ft. 
Johnston,  Charleston,  SC  31  Aug  (BMc), 
a Magnificent.  (For  observers  listed  only 
by  initials  herein,  please  refer  to  the  cor- 
responding regional  report  in  this  issue 
for  full  names.) 


Tubenoses 

Given  the  track  of  the  storm,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  storm-petrels  were  ob- 
served in  some  numbers  in  the  e.  parts  of 
the  North  Carolina  sounds  or  in  the 
mouth  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  However, 
Ernesto  was  underestimated  by  most  ob- 
servers, who  were  impressed  by  the  num- 
bers of  storm-petrels  involved,  probably 
because  the  storm  was  never  classed  as  a 
hurricane  while  in  U.S.  territory  (other 
than  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba).  Pamlico 
Sound,  Dare,  NC  held  at  least  100  Wil- 
son’s Storm-Petrels  near  Bonner  Bridge, 
plus  up  to  2 Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  and  3 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  2 Sep  (BP, 
ph.  JL,  Lois  Schultz);  15+  Wilson’s  were 
still  there  3 Sep,  and  3 Wilson’s  and  a 
Band-rumped  were  seen  from  the  Hat- 


Figure  2.  Track  of  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto.  The  storm's 
track  roughly  resembles  that  of  David  of  5-6  September 
1979.  Green  indicates  storm  status  as  tropical  depression, 
yellow  as  tropical  storm,  red  as  hurricane.  Graphic  courtesy 
of  and  ©Unisys,  Inc. 
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Figure  3.  Extent  of  hurricane-  (red)  and  tropical-storm-force  (orange)  winds  associated  with  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto. 
Winds  in  Virginia  and  states  to  the  north  never  reached  72  kph  [45  mph]  sustained,  so  the  storm  was  classed  as  a tropical 
depression  as  it  crossed  the  North  Carolina  border  into  Virginia.  Because  winds  associated  with  the  depression  were 
moderate,  many  birders  assumed  Ernesto  would  entrain  few  birds  and  so  did  not  check  local  patches  for  storm  refugees. 
Graphic  courtesy  of  and  © the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration. 


teras-Ocracoke  Ferry  4 Sep  (RD).  In- 
land, 3 Wilsons  Storm-Petrels  were  at 
Buckhorn  Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1-2  Sep,  with 
a Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  there  2 Sep,  while 
another  Leach’s  and  1 1 Wilson’s  Storm- 
Petrels  were  at  Jordan  L.,  Chatham , NC 
2-4  Sep  (Nathan  Swick,  WCo,  ph.  Bill 
Majoros,  rn.ob.;  Figure  4).  To  the  n.,  Vir- 
ginia’s storm-petrels  were  mostly  coastal: 
on  2 Sep,  the  Nansemond  R.  in  Suffolk, 
VA  had  15  Wilson’s  (CLW;  14  still  near 
the  Godwin  Bridge  4 Sep);  one  was  on 
the  Potomac  R.  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Fairfax, 
VA /Prince  George’s,  MD  (JK);  and  50+ 
were  observed  at  C.B.B.T.,  Northampton, 
VA  (hereafter,  C.B.B.T.;  ESB).  Farther 
from  home  was  a Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 
on  the  Susquehanna  R.  at  Harrisburg, 
Dauphin  (opposite  Front  St./State  St.)  2 
Sep  and  at  Royalton  Boat  Launch  3 Sep 
(DH) — there  are  currently  no  document- 
ed records  of  this  species  for  Pennsylva- 
nia. Reports  of  Oceanodroma  were  high- 
est from  C.B.B.T.,  where  71  Leach’s 
(Figure  5),  3 Band-rumped,  and  8 
unidentified  were  recorded  (ph.,  tESB; 
RLAk);  the  number  of  Leach's  is  the 
highest  observed  at  this  location  (previ- 
ous high  count  was  20  after  Hurricane  Is- 


abel in  Sep  2003).  A Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  was  seen  well  and  video- 
taped at  Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks,  PA  2- 
3 Sep  (vt.,  TDF  et  al.;  Figure  6),  poten- 
tially a 2nd  accepted  record  for  the  state: 
a specimen  from  the  shore  of  L.  Erie  at 
Manchester  Beach,  Erie  24  Feb  1998  was 
not  accepted,  but  one  videotaped  at  Bald 
Eagle  S.R  19-20  Sep  2003,  after  Hurri- 
cane Isabel,  was  recently  accepted  as  the 
state’s  first.  Coastal  New  Jersey  had  re- 
ports of  just  7 Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  2 
at  Seaside  Park  (fide  Voice  of  New  Jersey 
Audubon)  and  5 at  Cape  May  (MO’B, 
RC,  CJV  et  al.),  both  2 Sep. 

Very  much  in  keeping  with  birders’  ex- 
pectations, procellariids  were  very  few  in 
this  relatively  weak  storm,  with  4 indi- 
viduals representing  four  species 
nonetheless  a remarkable  total:  a Cory’s 
Shearwater  was  at  Buckhorn  Res.,  Wil- 
son, NC  1 Sep  (RD);  a Bulwer’s  Petrel 
(Figure  7)  and  a Black-capped  Petrel 
were  studied  off  the  northernmost  island 
of  the  C.B.B.T.  (tESB);  and  a Sooty 
Shearwater  was  carefully  identified  at 
College  Cr.,  James  City,  VA  (BW,  BTa, 
TA).  Virginia  has  records  of  some  61 
Black-capped  Petrels  associated  with 


hurricanes  since  1893,  but  over  half  of 
these  (37)  were  a result  of  Bertha  of 
1 996 — prior  to  Ernesto,  the  weakest  of  all 
the  storms  that  have  brought  Black- 
cappeds  into  the  state.  Bulwer’s  Petrel,  re- 
ported twice  previously  in  Virginia 
(1993,  1996),  is  not  yet  on  the  state’s  of- 
ficial list  (but  is  confirmed  in  North  Car- 
olina, with  at  least  two  records),  while 
Sooty  Shearwater  is  unrecorded  in  Vir- 
ginia in  Sep.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
most  abundant  procellariids  in  adjacent 
pelagic  waters  in  early  Sep — Cory’s, 
Greater,  Audubon’s  Shearwaters — appear 
to  have  been  little  affected  by  Ernesto,  al- 
though the  paucity  of  coastal  observers 
(virtually  no  seawatching  occurred  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  s.  of  New  Jersey)  sure- 
ly produced  an  incomplete  impression  of 
the  storm’s  effects  on  larger  tubenoses. 

Jaegers,  skuas,  and  larids 

The  diversity  of  stercorariids  and  larids 
in  the  coastal  mid-Atlantic  is  never 
greater  than  during  hurricane  landfall, 
but  observers  were  shocked  by  the  num- 
bers of  terns  and  jaegers  counted  during 
and  after  the  passage  of  Ernesto,  at  least 
in  areas  to  the  n.  of  the  storm’s  landfall 
point.  The  rarest  of  this  group  was  an  in- 
termediate-morph  South  Polar  Skua  at 
Buckhorn  Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD),  a 
species  reported  only  once  before  in  the 
state’s  interior  (L.  Waccamaw,  during  and 
after  Hurricane  Diane,  13-14  Sep  1984). 
The  sight  of  this  great  bird  harassing  a 
Bald  Eagle,  which  executed  “barrel  rolls 
in  attempts  to  evade  the  skua,”  must 
have  been  remarkable.  Reports  of  single 
Pomarine  Jaegers  came  from  Ft.  Macon, 
NC  1 Sep  (NB),  the  Potomac  R.  at  Vio- 
lettes  Lock,  MD  2 Sep  (DCz,  RH  et  al.), 
and  C.B.B.T.  2 Sep  (ESB),  but  a stagger- 
ing 32  passed  Cape  May,  NJ  2 Sep  (MO’B, 
CJY  RC  et  al.),  nearly  a record  count 
there.  Parasitic  Jaeger,  which  usually 
outnumbers  Pomarine  in  autumn  re- 
ports, totaled  only  31  during  and  after 
the  storm,  most  of  these  from  Maryland 
and  Newjersey:  2 at  C.B.B.T.  (ESB);  12  at 
Tilghman  I.,  Talbot,  MD  (JRe,  LR);  one  at 
Holland  Pt.,  Calvert/Anne  Arundel,  MD 
(TMD);  one  at  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  MD 
(WGE,  NLM);  one  from  Ocean  City  In- 
let, MD  (MLH);  10  at  Cape  May,  NJ  2 Sep 
(MO’B,  CJV,  RC  et  al.;  3 there  the  previ- 
ous day  [RC]);  one  at  South  Amboy,  NJ  2 
Sep  (fide  Voice  of  Newjersey  Audubon); 
one  in  Lancaster,  PA  2 Sep  (DH);  one 
near  the  Fort  Hunter  Boat  Launch,  below 
York  Haven  Dam,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin, 
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PA  3 Sep  (DH);  one  over  the  Suseque- 
hanna  R.  (thus  in  Lancaster ) seen  from 
Long  Level,  York , PA  3 Sep  (T.  Hopson); 
and  one  ad.  at  Conejohela  Flats,  Lancast- 
er, PA  3 Sep  (Tom  Raub).  Three  juv. 
Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  seen  at  Cape 
May  2 Sep  (MO’B,  CJV,  RC  et  al.),  one 
was  at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  (PP),  and  one 
dark-morph  juv.  spent  20  minutes  ha- 
rassing Black  Terns  at  C.B.B.T.  (ESB). 
Unidentified  jaegers  included  one  at  Hat- 
teras,  NC  T Sep  (BP);  one  at  C.B.B.T.  2 
Sep  (RLAk);  3 at  Holland  Pt., 
Calvert/Anne  Arundel,  MD  2 Sep  (TMD); 
2 at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  MD  2 Sep  (MLH); 
one  imm.  at  the  Fort  Hunter  Boat 
Launch,  Dauphin , PA  2 Sep,  probably  a 
Parasitic  (CR,  RK,  Dave  Yeany);  and  one 
at  Sandy  Hook,  NJ  3 Sep  (fide  Voice  of 
New  Jersey  Audubon). 

Like  jaegers,  Sabine’s  Gulls  that  appear 
at  interior  sites  during  or  after  tropical 
storms  may  be  entrained  from  offshore 
and  displaced  inland  or  simply  grounded 
by  low  pressure  during  overland  migra- 
tion. An  alternate-plumaged  ad.  at  Buck- 
horn  Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD,  with  63 
Laughing  Gulls),  a juv.  at  the  C.B.B.T.,  VA 
2 Sep  (ph.,  tESB;  Figure  8),  2 juvs.  near 
the  Philadelphia  airport  along  the 
Delaware  R.  in  Delaware,  PA  3 Sep  (AG),  a 
juv.  at  Ithaca,  NY  3 Sep  (Glenn  Seeholzer 
et  al;  Jay  McGowan;  Ryan  Douglas) — re- 
located shortly  thereafter  at  Myer’s  Pt., 
Tompkins,  NY  (and  found  independently; 
Mike  Harvey,  Tom  Johnson) — and  a juv.  at 
Democrat  Pt.,  Long  I.,  NY  3 Sep  (SSM,  PL) 
were  likely  storm-related.  Singles  in  the  e. 
and  cen.  Great  Lakes  around  that  time 
(e.g. , one  in  Lorain,  OH  2 Sep  [JP] ) prob- 
ably had  no  relation  to  the  storm.  (Higher- 
than-usual  numbers  of  juv.  jaegers  and  juv. 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  reported  throughout 
the  Great  Lakes  in  Sep  and  Oct,  probably 
indicative  of  a productive  nesting  season 
in  the  Arctic.)  Large  concentrations  of 
Laughing  Gulls,  common  in  stronger  hur- 
ricanes, were  not  observed  inland  outside 
of  North  Carolina,  but  some  numbers 
were  moved  into  the  w.  Chesapeake  Bay 
tributaries,  the  Delaware  R.,  Delaware  Bay, 
and  the  Susquehanna  R.  basin. 

Although  numbers  of  most  tern  species 
were  by  no  means  unprecedentedly  high 
in  Ernesto,  the  diversity  of  terns  overall  in 
this  storm  was  as  high  as  in  any  tropical 
storm  on  record  in  the  East:  13  species  of 
tern  were  recorded,  as  well  as  Black  Skim- 
mer. Sooty  Tern,  paradigm  of  hurricane 
birds,  cut  a swath  from  North  Carolina  to 
Connecticut — a typical  spread  for  this 


champion  entrainee.  The  first  birds  were 
reported  1 Sep  in  North  Carolina  at  the 
Wright  Brothers  Memorial,  Kill  Devil 
Hills,  Dare  (one;  JL),  Ft.  Macon  (3;  NB, 
JF),  Buckhorn  Res.,  Wilson  (2;  RD),  and 
the  Goldsboro  W.T.P.  (3;  ED).  Most  of  the 
reports,  however,  came  from  the  mid-At- 
lantic states.  In  Virginia,  8 (7  ads.)  were 
seen  moving  upriver  through  the  after- 
noon at  College  Cr.,  James  City,  VA  1 Sep 
(BW;  BTa).  The  next  day,  when  winds  had 
abated  to  moderate  southwesterlies  and 
many  observers  considered  the  storm 
“over,”  there  were  mid-Atlantic  reports  of 
86  birds  in  total:  14  at  College  Cr.,  James 
City,  VA  (ph.  TA,  BW,  BTa);  one  at  Shirley 
Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA  (AB,  AD, 
ABr);  8 flying  upriver  at  Violettes  Lock, 
MD  (DCz,  RH  et  al.);  one  in  Arlington,  VA 
(John  Fox);  one  at  L.  Needwood,  Mont- 
gomery, MD  (Helen  Patton);  one  flying 
upriver  on  the  Potomac  R.  at  Dyke  Marsh, 
Fairfax,  VA IPrince  George’s , MD  QK);  one 
flying  downriver  on  the  York  R.,  York,  VA 
(BW);  12  at  Tilghman  L,  Talbot,  MD  (JRe, 
LR);  2 ads.  at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  (PP,  MP);  2 


ads.  at  Scientist’s  Cliffs,  Calvert,  MD  (SS); 
24  ads.  at  C.B.B.T.  (ph.,  tESB;  DC1;  Figure 
9);  one  ad.  in  Norfolk,  VA  (DC1);  9 
around  Kiptopeke  S.P,  Northampton 
(HTA),  plus  9 (including  one  juv.)  over- 
head from  the  hawkwatch  platform  there 
(RLAn,  TT).  The  next  day,  one  ad.  was 
found  dead  at  Alexandria,  VA  (*,  ph., 
t David  Bridge;  Figure  10).  Despite  the 
paucity  of  observers,  this  fallout  repre- 
sents the  largest  recorded  for  this  species  in 
the  Virginia/Maryland/D.C.  area,  larger 
even  than  documented  in  Hurricane 
David  of  1979.  One  can  only  imagine  how 
many  might  have  been  recorded  if  the 
storm  had  struck  on  a Saturday/Sunday! 

As  is  frequently  the  case  in  weaker 
storms,  fewer  Sooty  Terns  were  reported 
in  states  to  the  north:  one  or  2 at  Cone- 
johela Flats,  Lancaster,  PA  2 Sep  (BS,  DH 
et  al.),  3 (2  juvs.)  below  the  Colum- 
bia-Wrightsville  bridge  in  Wrightsville, 
York,  PA  2 Sep  (CP),  one  ad.  at  and  near 
The  Rocks  between  Columbia  and 
Washington  Boro  from  Lancaster,  PA  2-3 
Sep  (CR),  and  one  Royalton  Boat  Launch 


Figure  4.  These  Wilson's  Storm-Petrels  at  Jordan  Lake,  North  Carolina  were  among  1 1 found  there  2-4  (here  4)  Sep- 
tember 2006  after  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  passed  to  the  east  1 September.  Very  few  Wilson's  have  been  satisfactorily 
documented  in  interior  North  America.  Photographs  by  Bill  Majoros. 
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Figure  5.  Leach's  Storm-Petrels  were  noted  in  two  locations  in  interior  North  Carolina  and  photographed  extensively  at  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia  2 September  2006  (here),  the  day  after  Ernesto  passed  through  the  area.  During  the  much 
stronger  Hurricane  Isabel  of  September  2003,  the  Leach's  observed  in  Chesapeake  Bay  appeared  to  be  exhausted  and  worn,  but 
all  71  observed  after  Ernesto  in  the  Bay  seemed  energetic  and  in  relatively  fresh  plumage.  Photographs  by  EdwardS.  Brinkley. 


in  Dauphin , PA  3 Sep  (RK,  AM,  JHe,  Pe- 
ter Robinson,  Joan  Renninger) — all 
along  the  Susquehanna  R.  (thus  some 
duplication  possible).  Elsewhere  in  the 
Northeast,  2 were  seen  at  along  the 
Delaware  R.,  Delaware,  PA  2 Sep  (JHo); 
an  ad.  was  at  Jacob  Riis  Park,  Queens, 
New  York  City  2 Sep  (Isaac  Grant);  one 
juv.  was  at  Democrat  Pt. , Long  I.,  NY  3 
Sep  (SSM,  PL);  and  11  flew  past  Cape 
May,  NJ  2 Sep  (3  juvs.;  MO’B,  CJV,  RC  et 
al.).  Larthest  n.  of  Ernestos  birds  was  a 
juv.  Sooty  Tern  off  Shippan  Pt.,  Stamford, 
CT  2 Sep  (PD). 

Bridled  Tern,  unlike  Sooty,  tends  to 
stay  mostly  in  coastal  areas  rather  than 
dispersing  inland,  and  indeed  most 


Ernesto  reports  were  coastal.  On  1 Sep, 
singles  were  at  Lt.  Macon  (JF)  and  Hat- 
teras,  NC  (BP);  3 were  seen  flying  over 
Seaside  Rd.,  Northampton,  VA  (ESB),  with 
singles  at  nearby  Townsend  (JR),  C.B.B.T. 
(Tom  Saunders),  and  Cape  Charles 
(ESB);  and  7 were  noted  at  Cape  May,  NJ 
(RC,  Alan  Brady,  Karl  Lukens).  Much 
larger  counts  were  made  2 Sep,  including: 
83  (all  subads.  or  molting  ads.)  at  the 
C.B.B.T.  (ph.,  tESB;  Figure  12);  one  at 
nearby  E.S.VN.W.R.  (DC1);  7 at  College 
Cr .James  City,  VA  (TA,  BW,  BTa);  12  at 
Cape  May,  NJ  (MO’B,  CJV,  RC  et  al.);  and 
one  at  coastal  L.  Takanassee,  Monmouth, 
NJ  (FL,  ph.  AT,  SB  et  al.;  Figure  11).  One 
was  seen  at  Shinnecock  Inlet,  Suffolk,  NY 


the  next  day  (AB).  Away  from  the  imme- 
diate coast,  3 were  at  Holland  Pt., 
Calvert/Anne  Arundel,  MD  2 Sep  (TMD), 
2 at  Patuxent  Oxbow  L.,  Anne  Amndel, 
MD  2 Sep  (Jay  Sheppard,  Marcia  Stutz- 
nran),  8 at  Buckhorn  Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 
Sep  (RD),  and  10  resting  on  a pier  at  L. 
Waccamaw,  Columbus,  NC  1 Sep  (CHe) — 
the  latter  one  of  the  higher  inland  counts 
for  this  species  in  North  America. 
Unidentified  dark-backed  terns,  either 
Bridled  or  Sooty,  included  5 at  Falls  L., 
NC  1 Sep  (WCo,  JP),  2 at  River  Park 
North,  Greenville,  NC  1 Sep  (Josh  South- 
ern), 3 at  Holland  Pt.,  Calvert/Anne  Amn- 
del, MD  2 Sep  (TMD),  one  at  Spruce  Run 
Res.,  Hunterdon,  NJ  2 Sep  (Mike  Hyotis), 
and  2 at  Hamlin  Beach  S.P,  near 
Rochester,  NY  6 Sep  (KG,  RSp).  Many  of 
these  were  thought  to  be  Sooty  Terns. 

The  timing,  track,  and  strength  of 
Ernesto  must  have  been  favorable  for  en- 
training Brown  Noddy,  a species  hardly 
known  n.  of  North  Carolina.  On  2 Sep, 
Virginia  saw  four  reports  of  the  species:  2 
were  critically  identified  at  Sunset  Beach, 
Northampton  (tHTA);  at  least  2 were  at 
C.B.B.T.  (tESB);  one  was  at  Town  Pt., 
Suffolk  (tCLW);  and  one  was  studied 
from  College  Cr.,  James  City,  VA  (tBTa, 
BW).  Additionally,  5 unidentified  nod- 
dies at  the  C.B.B.T.  2 Sep  (tESB)  includ- 
ed 2 that  appeared  to  be  small,  slender  of 
wing  and  bill,  and  showing  “neat,  white 
polls  with  clearly  demarcated  rear  bor- 
ders”— thus  potentially  Black  Noddies,  a 
species  unreported  n.  of  North  Carolina 


Figure  6.  This  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel,  potentially  Pennsylvania's  second, 
was  located  at  the  Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks  County  2 (here)  and  3 September 
2006.  Photograph  from  videotape  by  Devich  Earbotnik. 


Figure  7.  Field  sketch  of  Bulwer's  Petrel  at  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  2 September  2006. 
Records  of  this  species  off  the  Atlantic  coast  have  increased  rapidly  2004  through  2006  (eight 
records,  as  yet  unpublished,  off  the  mid-Atlantic  states  and  North  Carolina),  almost  all  the  result 
of  deep-water  marine  mammal  and  seabird  surveys  conducted  by  scientists.  There  are  otherwise 
only  20  reports  of  the  species  in  the  western  North  Atlantic.  Sketch  by  Edward  5.  Brinkley. 
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Figure  8.  This  juvenile  Sabine's  Gull  at  Chesapeake  Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia  2 September  2006  was  one  of  at 
least  six  discovered  after  the  passage  of  Ernesto. 

Photograph  by  EdwardS.  Brinkley. 

and  not  confirmed  in  the  East  n.  of  Flori- 
da. These  birds  were  distant  enough  that 
certain  identification  was  not  tendered. 
The  absence  of  noddies  in  North  Caroli- 
na and  anywhere  n.  of  Virginia  seems 
anomalous,  but  the  bulk  of  Onychoprion 
terns  were  recorded  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  region — about  75%  of  the  Bridled 
Terns  and  60%  of  the  Sooties.  ft  stands  to 
reason  that  the  less-common  Brown 
Noddy  would  be  detected  in  areas  of 
greatest  concentration  of  the  other  pelag- 
ic terns,  as  was  the  case  in  Hurricane 
David  of  1979.  Storms  of  moderate  to  low 
strength,  such  as  Bertha  of  1996,  appear 
to  allow  terns  driven  into  the  Bay  to  re- 
orient back  to  sea  rather  quickly  (e.g., 
fewer  are  recorded  at  Cape  May,  NJ,  than 
in  stronger  storms)  and  appear  to  drive 
fewer  farther  inland.  Brown  Noddy  has 
been  recorded  onshore  n.  of  Florida  after 
14  hurricanes  since  1926  (50  birds  in  to- 
tal), but  only  four  times  n.  of  Virginia:  at 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  MA  (Hurricane  Carol , 


1954);  at  Block  1.,  RI  (3  birds)  and  Stone 
Harbor,  NJ  (both  Hurricane  Donna, 
1960);  and  at  Cape  May  Point,  NJ  (Hur- 
ricane David,  1979). 

The  intensity  of  a tropical  storm  might 
be  just  as  accurately  gauged  from  records 
of  various  “white  terns”  as  from  those  of 
the  tropical  pelagic  species.  Evidence  of 
Ernesto’s  relative  weakness,  few  white 
terns  were  found  inland,  and  concentra- 
tions on  the  coast  were  mostly  unre- 
markable. At  productive  Buckhorn  Res., 
Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD),  there  were  8 
Feast,  38  Common,  16  Forster’s,  65  Roy- 
al, and  17  Sandwich  Terns,  plus  2 Black 
Skimmers,  the  only  skimmers  reported 
inland,  though  a few  moved  into  the 
James  R.  in  Virginia  2 Sep  (BW,  BTa,  TA). 
Virginia  also  had  displaced  Feast  Terns,  2 
at  Dyke  Marsh,  Fairfax  1 Sep  (JK)  and 
one  at  Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City  2 
Sep  (AB,  AD,  ABr).  Interior  areas  of  the 
mid-Atlantic  had  eight  reports  of 
Forster’s  Tern  1-3  Sep,  notably  2 at  Swift 
Creek  Res.,  Chesterfield,  VA  (PB);  20  at 
Shirley  Plantation  2 Sep  (AB,  AD,  ABr); 
20  at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  2 Sep  (PP,  MP);  and 
a few  on  the  Potomac  R.  at  Great  Falls, 
Montgomery,  MD  (RW).  Away  from 
Buckhorn  Res.,  Wilson,  NC,  Royal  Terns 
were  widely  but  unevenly  displaced  in- 
land in  most  states:  North  Carolina  one 
at  Falls  F.  1 Sep  (WCo,  JP);  Virginia  had 
one  1 Sep  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Fairfax  QK), 
one  at  Possum  Pt.,  Prince  William,  VA  2 
Sep  QK),  and  2 at  the  Benjamin  Harrison 
Bridge  near  Hopewell,  VA  2 Sep  (AD); 
Maryland  had  one  at  Violettes  Fock  2 Sep 
(DCz);  the  District  of  Columbia  had  one 
at  Hains  Pt.  2 Sep  (RH,  Fisa  Shannon); 
and  Pennsylvania  had  singles  along  the 


Figure  10.  This  adult  Sooty  Tern  was  found  dead  at 
Alexandria,  Virginia  3 September  2006  after  the  passage  of 
Ernesto,  by  then  a tropical  depression.  It  was  the  only  indi- 
vidual of  its  species  found  dead  after  the  storm's  passage, 
though  about  125  other  individuals  were  reported  between 
North  Carolina  and  Connecticut.  Stronger  storms  tend  to 
produce  more  records  of  moribund  and  dead  Sooty  Terns 
and  other  pelagic  birds.  Photograph  by  David  Bridge. 

Delaware  R.,  Delaware  2 Sep  (JHo)  and  at 
Green  Pond,  Northampton  3 Sep  (DW). 
Caspian  Terns  were  widely  reported, 
mostly  in  the  Coastal  Plain.  The  only 
Gull-billed  Terns  were  2 in  s.  Northamp- 
ton, VA  31  Aug,  perhaps  not  related  to 
Ernesto  (ESB),  and  singles  near  the 
Philadelphia  airport,  along  the  Delaware 
R.,  Delaware,  PA  (JHo)  and  at  Forsyth 
N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ  3 Sep  (fide  Voice  of 
Newjersey  Audubon),  which  almost  cer- 
tainly were  storm-driven.  A juv.  Roseate 
Tern  at  Cape  May  (RC,  MO’B,  CJV)  and 
12  Roseates  at  Sandy  Hook,  NJ,  both  2 
Sep  (fide  Voice  of  Newjersey  Audubon), 
were  the  only  ones  reported. 

Tern  numbers  were  clearly  elevated  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  several  loca- 
tions saw  large  storm  roosts  and  flocks 
totaling  1000+  Common  Terns,  e.g.,  at 
Cape  Charles  1 Sep  (JR  et  al.,  ESB)  and 
Cape  May  2 Sep  (RC,  MO’B,  CJV  et  al.). 
(For  comparative  context,  Cape  Charles 
also  had  288  Royal,  21  Caspian,  380 
Forster’s,  11  Feast,  and  28  Black  Skim- 
mers; Cape  May  had  150  Royal,  300 
Forster’s,  10  Feast,  and  40  skimmers.)  A 
few  Common  Terns  were  also  noted 
away  from  the  coast,  where  rarer,  e.g., 
one  at  F.  Anna,  Fouisa  1 Sep  (J°Tm 
Bazuin)  and  2 at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  2 Sep 
(PP,  MP).  The  large  Cape  Charles  roost 
contained  up  to  2 ad.  Arctic  Terns  1 Sep 
(ESB,  JR  et  al.),  a species  also  seen  at 
Cape  May,  NY  2 Sep  (juv.;  RC,  MO’B, 
CJV  et  al.)  and  along  the  Delaware  R.  in 
Pennsylvania  both  in  Delaware  (7  birds; 
JHo)  and  in  Bucks  (one;  DF),  both  2 Sep. 
Sandwich  Tern  numbers  were  moderate, 
and  all  were  found  on  the  coast:  130 


Figure  9.  These  adult  Sooty  Terns  were  among  24  adults  at  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia  2 September  2006.  Juve- 
nile Sooty  Terns  were  much  scarcer  in  Ernesto  than  in  other  tropical  systems  that  have  taken  similar  tracks  at  this  time  of  year; 
only  eight  (6%)  were  specifically  reported.  Photographs  by  Edward  S.  Brinkley. 
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Figure  1 1 . This  adult  Bridled  Tern  at  Lake  Takanassee,  New  Jersey  was  one  of  1 36  reported  out  of  range  as  a result  of  Ernesto, 
spanning  from  the  area  of  landfall  in  southern  North  Carolina  to  Long  Island,  New  York.  Remarkably,  this  bird,  and  another  in 
Hatteras,  North  Carolina  1 Sepetmber,  were  the  only  dean  adult  Bridled  Terns  documented  anywhere  as  a result  of  Ernesto;  all 
others  appeared  to  be  molting  or  subadult  birds,  and  no  juveniles  were  reported.  Photograph  by  Alex  Tongas. 


were  seen  flying  southward  at  Cape 
Charles  1 Sep,  but  only  25  at  C.B.B.T.  the 
next  day  (ESB),  while  4 at  College  Cr., 
James  City,  VA  2 Sep  furnished  just  the 
4th  local  record  of  the  species  (BW,  TA, 
BTa).  Singles  near  the  Philadelphia  air- 
port along  the  Delaware  R.,  Delaware,  PA 
2 Sep  (JHo)  and  at  Cape  May,  NJ  the 
same  day  (RC,  MO’B,  CJV  et  al.)  were 
the  northernmost. 

Ernesto  clearly  hit  Black  Terns  at  the 
peak  of  their  migration.  In  Florida,  6800 
were  found  concentrated  at  Santa  Rosa  I. 
31  Aug  (BD,  LD).  At  least  400  in  a storm 
roost  on  the  grounds  of  the  Wright 
Brothers  Memorial,  Kill  Devil  Hills,  Dare, 
NC  1 Sep  (JL)  and  hundreds  at  Ft.  Macon 


(NB,  JF)  were  certainly  indicative  of  dis- 
placement; inland  in  that  state,  40  were 
at  Falls  L.  (WCo,  JP  et  al),  50+  at  Golds- 
boro (ED),  and  101  at  Buckhorn  Res., 
Wilson  (RD),  all  1 Sep.  In  Virginia,  at 
least  712  were  tallied,  the  highest  such 
count  since  about  1967,  and  Black  Tern 
was  in  fact  the  most  widespread  tern 
species  reported:  323  were  reported  from 
four  Virginia  locations  1 Sep,  including 
123+  at  College  Cr.,  James  City,  VA  (BW, 
BTa),  170+  at  Cape  Charles  (ESB,  JR  et 
al.),  and  25  at  L.  Anna,  Louisa  (JB).  On  2 
Sep,  383  were  reported  from  20  locations 
across  e.  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  (m.ob.),  with  notable 
counts  175  at  College  Cr  .James  City,  VA 


(TA,  BW,  BTa),  24  at  Holland  Pt. , 
Calvert/Anne  Arundel,  MD  (TMD),  12  at 
Tilghman  L,  Talbot,  MD  (Jan  Reese,  Les 
Roslund)  and  the  same  number  at  East- 
ern Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent,  MD  (Walter  Elli- 
son, Nancy  Martin),  97  at  C.B.B.T.  (ESB; 
RLAk),  and  25  at  Irish  Grove,  Somerset, 
MD  (Paul  Bystrak,  Sue  Ricciardi,  Dotty 
Mumford).  Like  most  other  terns,  Black 
Terns  departed  the  mid-Atlantic  area  rap- 
idly, with  only  two  reports  of  the  species 
3 Sep  and  one  4 Sep.  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  had  dozens  of  reports  of 
Black  Tern,  most  of  the  counts  slightly  to 
well  above  normal,  with  higher  counts  of 
26  at  Penn  Warner  Tract  and  22  at  Bris- 
tol, both  in  Bucks,  PA  2 Sep  (DF);  33  at 
Palmyra  Cove,  NJ  2 Sep  (fide  AH);  and  7- 
9 at  Spruce  Run  Res.,  Hunterdon,  NJ  2-3 
Sep  (Mike  Hyotis).  At  Cape  Henlopen, 
DE,  70  on  3 Sep  (ES)  was  a high  number 
for  recent  seasons;  on  the  other  side  of 
Delaware  Bay,  Cape  May  seawatchers  had 
tallied  20  Black  Terns  2 Sep  and  4 the 
previous  day  (RC,  MO’B,  CJV  et  al). 

Shorebirds 

At  least  29  species  of  shorebird  were 
mentioned  as  having  been  affected  by  the 
storm;  most  of  these  are  treated  in  the  re- 
spective regional  reports.  Aside  from 
Red-necked  and  Red  Phalaropes,  most  of 
these  appear  to  have  involved  downed 
migrants  rather  than  long-distance  dis- 
placements— one  exception  being  an 
American  Oystercatcher  along  the 
Delaware  R.  in  Philadelphia,  PA  3 Sep 
(JHo,  vt.  DF;  Figure  13).  Another  oyster- 
catcher  at  College  Cr.,  James  City,  VA  2 
Sep  (TA,  BW,  BTa)  furnished  just  a 5th 
local  record.  Three  Willets  at  Buckhorn 
Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD)  were  most 
likely  inomata,  either  displaced  from  the 


Figure  13.  This  American  Oystercatcher,  Pennsylvania's 
fourth,  was  located  at  along  the  Delaware  River  in  Philadel- 
phia 3 September  2006;  it  was  best  seen  from  Ferry  Road  in 
Camden,  New  Jersey.  Photograph  from  videotape  byDevich 
Farbotnik. 


Figure  12.  All  of  the  83  or  so  Bridled  Terns  identified  at  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  Virginia  2 September  2006  (here)  ap- 
peared to  be  subadults  or  potentially  molting  adults,  which  have  rather  "messy"-looking  head  patterns  and  mottled  brownish 
backs,  in  contrast  to  the  natty  black/white  appearance  of  adult  Sooty  Terns.  Photographs  by  Edward  S.  Brinkley. 
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Figure  14.  Three  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel, 
Virginia  2 September  2006  (here)  were  among  at  least  569  reported  along 
Ernesto's  track.  Photographs  by  Edward  5.  Brinkley 


coast  or  grounded  while  migrating.  Sin- 
gle American  Avocets  where  rare  were  at 
Falls  L.,  NC  2 Sep  (fide  GT)  and  C.B.B.T., 
VA  the  same  day  (ph.  ESB).  Especially 
worthy  of  mention  is  the  flock  of  30 
Hudsonian  Godwits  seen  from  Lancaster , 
PA  between  Columbia  and  Washington 
Boro  in  the  morning  of  2 Sep  (CP);  a 
flock  this  size  had  not  been  seen  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  decades.  Large  groups  were 
also  noted  during  and  after  the  storm 
from  New  Jersey  to  Virginia,  but  a good 
flight  extending  from  the  District  of  Co- 


lumbia into  e.  Canada  had 
been  underway  for  several 
days.  At  Cape  May,  where 
the  only  all-day  seawatch 
occurred,  shorebird  num- 
bers of  smaller  sandpipers 
were  clearly  elevated,  e.g., 
800  Sanderlings,  200  Least 
Sandpipers,  50  Semipalmat- 
ed  Sandpipers,  plus  5 
White-rumped,  one  Baird’s, 
6 Stilt,  and  3 Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers 2 Sep  (MO’B,  CJV, 
RC  et  al.). 

Red-necked  Phalarope 
migration  begins  as  early  as 
mid-Jun  in  the  Northeast 
but  peaks  in  the  mid-At- 
lantic much  later,  in  Sep, 
and  many  counts  of  this  species  were  lo- 
cally noteworthy:  262  at  Cape  May  2 Sep 
(MO’B,  RC,  CJV  et  al.);  20  at  Fort 
Hunter  Boat  Launch,  Harrisburg, 
Dauphin,  PA  3 Sep  (DH;  3 there  2 Sep 
[CR,  RK,  Dave  Yeany]);  13  at  Forsyth 
N.W.R.,  Atlantic,  NJ  2 Sep  (fide  Voice  of 
New  Jersey  Audubon);  16  at  Shirley 
Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA  (AB,  AD, 
ABr,  5 there  3-4  Sep);  122  at  Buckhorn 
Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD);  8 at  the 
Goldsboro,  NC  W.T.P.  1 Sep  (ED);  49  at 
along  the  Delaware  R.,  Delaware,  PA  2 


Sep  (JHo);  19  in  Bucks,  PA  2 Sep  (DF);  8 
at  Pennsylvania  Power  & Light’s  Martins 
Creek  plant,  Northampton,  PA  2 Sep 
(RW);  and  8 at  Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sus- 
sex, DE  2 Sep  (ES).  A flock  of  20 
phalaropes  at  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R., 
Kent,  MD  (WGE,  NLM)  was  almost  cer- 
tainly comprised  (at  least  mostly)  of 
Red-neckeds.  Additionally,  all  on  2 Sep, 
Maryland  had  reports  of  4 at  Holland  Pt., 
Anne  Arundel  (TMD);  3 on  the  Potomac 
R.  at  Violettes  Lock,  Montgomery  (DCz); 
and  one  at  Trout  Run  W.T.P,  Garrett 
(JBC,  MH,  JLS  et  al.);  and  Virginia  had 
one  in  Clarke  (ph.  JL,  BJL),  2 at  Huntley 
Meadows,  Faiifax  (JK),  one  along  Ar- 
lington Rd.,  Northampton  (Karen  Beat- 
ty), and  3 at  C.B.B.T  (ph.  ESB;  Figure 
14).  One  was  on  the  Susquehanna  R. 
near  the  Marysville  Boat  Launch,  PA  3 
Sep  (RK,  Andrew  Markel,  JHe,  Peter 
Robinson,  Joan  Renninger),  and  about  8 
were  recorded  on  the  New  Jersey  coast 
between  Sandy  Hook  and  L.  Takanassee 
2-3  Sep  (m.ob.).  Red  Phalarope,  always 
the  scarcer  of  the  two  pelagic  Phalaropus 
in  the  context  of  hurricanes,  numbered 
10  at  along  the  Delaware  R.,  Delaware, 
PA  2 Sep  (JHo),  3 along  the  same  river  in 
Bucks,  PA  2 Sep  (DF),  3 at  Buckhorn 
Res.,  Wilson,  NC  1 Sep  (RD),  and  one  at 
Cape  Charles,  VA  1 Sep  (ESB). 


flycatchers,  and  plovers 
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Figure  1 . Summary  of  2006  Atlantic  tropical  storms.  The  number  and  intensity  of  storms  were  both  below  predictions,  probably  owing  to  a late-forming  El  Nino  that  dampened  conditions  favorable  for 
tropical  storm  formation.  Image  courtesy  of  the  National  Hurricane  Center. 


Of  the  plethora  of  topics  covered  in 
autumn  “Changing  Seasons” 
columns,  weather  is  the  most  fre- 
quent, and,  at  least  since  the  mid-1990s,  dis- 
cussions of  El  Nino/Southern  Oscillation 
(ENSO)  and  hurricane  activity  have  dominat- 
ed this  essay.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  cli- 
matic event  of  the  2006  fall  season  was  the 
unexpected  rapid  return  of  El  Nino  in  mid- 
September.  The  National  Weather  Service’s 
ENSO  discussion  for  August  and  early  Sep- 
tember predicted  ENSO-neutral  conditions  to 
continue  through  the  end  of  2006.  A supple- 
mental discussion  was  issued  on  13  Septem- 


ber, however,  stating  that  El  Nino  conditions 
were  present  and  were  likely  to  continue  into 
early  2007 — a prediction  that  held  true. 

The  most  obvious  effect  of  the  2006  El 
Nino  was  a relatively  uneventful  Atlantic 
tropical  storm  season.  In  conjunction  with 
National  Hurricane  Preparedness  Week  (21- 
27  May),  NOAA  had  predicted  a “very  active” 
2006  North  Atlantic  hurricane  season,  with 
13  to  16  named  storms  expected,  including  as 
many  as  10  hurricanes.  Of  these,  four  to  six 
were  predicted  to  attain  Category  3 strength 
or  above.  ENSO-neutral  conditions  were  ex- 
pected to  contribute  to  the  active  tropical 


storm  season;  instead,  El  Nino  dampened  the 
formation  of  tropical  storms  by  creating  both 
a sinking  motion  in  the  middle  and  upper  at- 
mosphere and  higher  wind  shear  in  the  west- 
ern half  of  the  main  Atlantic  hurricane-for- 
mation region.  Additionally,  a persistent  low- 
pressure  area  across  the  eastern  United  States 
during  the  peak  of  the  season  kept  most 
storm  paths  well  out  to  sea,  largely  sparing 
Caribbean  and  U.S.  coastlines  from  direct 
hits.  The  season  closed  with  what  turned  out 
to  be  near-normal  tropical  storm  activity  (qui- 
et in  comparison  to  that  of  2005),  with  nine 
named  storms  including  five  hurricanes,  two 
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Figure  2.  Summary  of  2006  early  eastern  Pacific  tropical  storms,  early  season  (top  image)  and  late  season  (below).  The  Pacific  season 
was  unusually  active,  in  contrast  to  the  Atlantic  season.  Images  courtesy  of  National  Hurricane  Center. 


at  Category  3 strength  or  above  (Figure  1). 

Nonetheless,  one  named  tropical  system 
overcame  these  barriers  to  reach  the 
Caribbean  and  U.S.  coasts  this  fall.  Ernesto 
(24  August  through  1 September)  only  briefly 
maintained  hurricane  strength  on  27  August 
while  still  at  sea  south  of  Haiti.  The  storm 
crossed  eastern  Cuba  at  tropical  storm 
strength  on  28  August,  emerging  off  Cuba’s 
north-central  coast  the  next  day.  It  swept 
southern  Florida  as  a tropical  storm  on  30 
August  before  returning  to  sea,  and  then 
made  its  third  and  final  landfall  on  the  south- 
eastern coast  of  North  Carolina  near  Oak  Is- 
land on  1 September.  Ernesto's  tropical  storm 
intensity  was  spent  by  the  time  it  reached  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  but  the  remnants  of  the  sys- 
tem swept  slowly  northward  through  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York  in  the  following  day. 
The  Special  Interregional  Report  in  this  issue 
covers  most  of  the  seabirds  entrained  by  this 
storm,  a surprising  variety  and  number  given 
the  storms  weakness,  and  the  regional  reports 
also  include  mention  of  grounded  shorebirds 
and  other  charadriiforms. 

The  Eastern  Pacific’s  tropical  weather  sea- 
son of  2006  was  much  more  eventful  than 
usual  and  set  several  records.  Overall,  the  sea- 
son had  18  named  storms,  10  of  which 
reached  hurricane  strength  and  five  of  which 
became  major  hurricanes.  The  season  had 
record-high  activity  in  November  and  had  the 
strongest  hurricane  ( Sergio ) ever  measured  in 
that  month.  Sergio  also  set  the  new  mark  for 
its  duration  as  a tropical  storm  in  November 
(5.5  days).  Also  unprecedented  were  the  three 
Eastern  Pacific  tropical  cyclones  that  formed 
in  November;  the  previous  high  mark  was  set 
by  two  storms  that  formed  in  November  of 
1966  (official  records  begin  in  1949). 

For  all  of  the  activity,  though,  few  Eastern 
Pacific  storms  approached  Mexican  coastlines 
this  season  (Figures  2,  3).  On  25  July,  Tropi- 
cal Storm  Emilia  approached  the  southwest- 
ern coast  of  Baja  California  Sur  but  never 
made  landfall.  The  most  significant  Pacific 
tropical  storm  from  a birding  perspective  this 
season  was  Hurricane  John  (28  August-4  Sep- 
tember), which  strengthened  into  a major 
hurricane  (Category  3)  on  29  August  and 
grew  to  a Category  4 storm  the  next  day.  For- 
tunately, it  was  still  offshore  at  these 
strengths.  John  crossed  the  Baja  Peninsula 
about  74  km  northeast  of  Cabo  San  Lucas  ear- 
ly on  2 September  as  a Category  2 hurricane. 
It  tracked  up  the  peninsula,  weakening  into  a 
tropical  storm  late  on  2 September.  Its  inten- 
sity continued  to  weaken  as  it  progressed  far- 
ther north  up  Baja,  diminishing  below  storm 


strength  on  4 September  and  dissipating  near 
the  east  coast  of  the  north-central  peninsula 
later  that  day.  For  more  detailed  information 
on  John's  impact,  see  the  S.A.  section  about 
the  storm  in  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  re- 
gional report.  The  center  of  Hurricane  Lane 
(13-17  September)  narrowly  missed  the  Islas 
Marias,  but  the  eastern  eye  wall  hit  those  is- 
lands directly  16  September  and  struck 
coastal  Sinaloa  at  the  Peninsula  de  Guevedo, 
about  28  km  southeast  of  El  Dorado,  later 
that  day.  Lane  weakened  to  a tropical  storm 
over  the  rugged  terrain  of  western  Mexico  17 
September,  and  circulation  dissipated  later 
that  day.  The  storm  produced  flooding  and 
mudslides  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico, 
including  areas  well  south  of  the  landfall, 
such  as  Acapulco.  Residual  moisture  from  the 
storm  contributed  to  enhanced  rainfall  in  ar- 
eas of  interior  northern  Mexico  and  southern 


Texas.  Cabo  San  Lucas  had  a brush  with  Paul 
(a  minimal  tropical  storm),  which  passed  just 
south  of  the  tip  of  peninsula  on  25  October. 
That  storm  lost  energy  as  it  crossed  the  Gulf 
of  California  but  reached  the  southwestern 
coast  of  Mexico  as  a tropical  depression  26 
October,  after  which  it  quickly  dissipated 
about  93  km  northwest  of  Culiacan. 

In  what  would  become  the  warmest  year 
on  record  for  the  United  States  (per  NOAA), 
the  autumn  2006  season  was  comparatively 
mild.  Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  climato- 
logical issue  across  North  America  at  the  on- 
set of  the  2006  fall  migration  season  was 
drought:  51%  of  the  contiguous  United  States 
was  categorized  as  suffering  moderate  to  ex- 
treme drought  at  the  end  of  July;  Mexico  also 
had  substantial  areas  under  drought  condi- 
tions, particularly  in  the  northern  states  (Fig- 
ure 3);  and  southern  Canada  was  also  ex- 
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Figure  3.  This  map  depicts  North  American  drought  conditions  for  31  July  2006;  on  this  date,  about  51%  of  the  Lower  48  states  was  cate- 
gorized as  being  under  moderate  to  extreme  drought  conditions.  Map  courtesy  of  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Association. 
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Figure  4.  This  map  depicts  North  American  drought  conditions  for  30  November  2006;  with  autumn  rainfall,  drought-stricken  areas 
covered  40%  of  the  Lower  48  states.  Map  courtesy  of  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Association. 


tremely  dry  at  summer’s  end.  Fortunately,  by 
the  end  of  the  fall  migration  season,  many  of 
the  driest  areas  were  reduced  in  size  and 
severity.  However,  extensive  swaths  of  the 
U.S.  Plains  states  remained  under  severe  to 
extreme  drought  conditions  (Figure  4). 


NOAAs  North  American  Drought  Monitor  pro- 
vides excellent  analysis  of  significant  weather 
patterns,  and  although  the  Monitor  addresses 
mostly  to  the  agricultural  and  hydrological 
impacts  of  drought,  it  provides  a good  index 
as  well  of  conditions  encountered  by  resident 


and  migrant  birds.  While  stochastic  events 
such  as  hurricanes  and  nontropical  low-pres- 
sure systems  affect  birds  on  relatively  small 
spatial  or  temporal  scales  (with  many  notable 
exceptions),  drought — especially  extensive, 
severe,  and  persistent  drought — affects  far 
more  birds  in  far  more  perdurable  ways.  It  is 
likely  that  drought  will,  if  the  warming  of  the 
planet  continues  as  predicted,  steal  the  thun- 
der from  tropical  cyclones — at  least  in  this 
column  and  in  bird  conservation  studies.  Be- 
low, we  consider  precipitation  deficits  and 
weather  systems  over  the  four  months  of  this 
season,  much  of  this  information  gleaned 
from  NOAAs  Drought  Monitor. 

August 

In  Canada,  hot  and  dry  weather  continued 
from  the  summer  in  many  parts  of  the  west- 
ern provinces.  Much  of  British  Columbia  and 
northwestern  Ontario  and  parts  of  southern 
Ontario  experienced  severe  to  record-low 
stream-flow  conditions.  Hot,  dry  conditions 
also  contributed  to  increased  forest-fire  activ- 
ity in  these  areas.  In  contrast,  eastern  Cana- 
da’s agricultural  regions  received  adequate 
and  timely  precipitation.  Across  the  United 
States,  drought  was  concentrated  in  the  Plains 
states  from  the  Dakotas  to  Texas,  and  across 
the  Southeast  from  Texas  to  Georgia;  stream 
flow  in  the  Southeast  was  particularly  low. 
The  Southwest  received  strong  monsoon 
rains  in  August  (encouraging  a great  wild- 
flower  show  and  vigorous  singing  by  mon- 
soon-associated breeders  as  Botteri’s  and 
Cassin’s  Sparrows),  and  Tropical  Storm 
Ernesto  contributed  much-needed  precipita- 
tion in  the  Southeast  and  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  in  early  September.  Much  of  the  central 
part  of  the  country  continued  the  dry  summer 
conditions  through  most  of  August,  but  cool- 
er temperatures  and  beneficial  rains  eased 
drought  conditions  for  much  of  the  area  by 
the  end  of  the  month:  40%  of  the  Lower  48 
states  was  rated  at  moderate  to  extreme 
drought  by  the  end  of  August,  a positive  move 
from  late  July’s  51%. 

September 

Much  of  western  Canada  was  abnormally  dr)', 
expanding  drought  areas  there  from  previous 
months.  In  particular,  drought  regions  cov- 
ered British  Columbia,  northwestern  and 
southern  Alberta,  southern  Saskatchewan, 
southern  Manitoba,  and  northwestern  On- 
tario. As  a result,  stream  flows  continued  to 
drop  significantly  below  normal  in  many  re- 
gions of  western  Canada.  Even  Nova  Scotia 
continued  a two-month  pattern  of  unusually 
low  precipitation.  In  the  mainland  United 
States  south  of  Canada,  drought  continued 
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throughout  the  Plains  and  across  the  South- 
east, but  cooler  temperatures  and  above-nor- 
mal precipitation  over  parts  of  the  region 
eased  drought  severity  for  many  states.  The 
Pacific  Northwest  saw  warm  and  dry  condi- 
tions, and  seasonal  dryness  in  the  Far  West 
contributed  to  a busy  wildfire  season.  In  ad- 
dition to  Ernesto’s  early-month  moisture  con- 
tributions along  the  East  Coast,  the  remnants 
of  Tropical  Storm  Lane  spread  moderate  to 
heavy  rains  across  southern  and  eastern 
Texas.  Country-wide,  Mexico  received  close 
to  normal  precipitation  in  September.  Por- 
tions of  northern  Mexico  experienced  wet 
conditions,  and  tropical  cyclones  contributed 
still  more  rain  to  western  Mexico.  Hurricane 
Lane  especially  benefited  the  states  of  Duran- 
go and  Coahuila,  bringing  relief  to  the 
drought  conditions  in  those  two  states.  Sep- 
tember was  also  notable  for  bringing  six  cold 
frontal  systems  to  Mexico,  an  unusually  high 
number  for  the  month.  The  milder  weather 
from  these  systems  improved  drought  condi- 
tions over  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  north- 
ern Tamaulipas. 

October 

Conditions  throughout  eastern  Canada  im- 
proved, as  much  of  that  region  received 
above-average  precipitation.  Particularly, 
Nova  Scotia  and  much  of  southern  Ontario 
returned  to  near  normal.  Drought  conditions 
persisted  throughout  British  Columbia, 
northern  Alberta,  and  from  the  southern 
Canadian  Prairies  into  northwestern  Ontario. 
In  a welcome  break  from  the  oft-repeated 
news  of  dry,  warm  conditions,  much  of  the 
United  States’  drought-stricken  areas  benefit- 
ed from  a cooler  and  wetter  month  than  aver- 
age. Parts  of  the  Atlantic  Southeast  remained 
dry,  however,  as  did  states  on  the  West  Coast. 
South-central  Alaska  saw  heavy  rains  (7.5  to 
12.5  cm)  from  8 to  12  October,  producing 
flooding,  mud  slides,  and  road  damage.  In 
Mexico,  October  brought  wet  conditions  to 
the  Baja  Peninsula  and  to  northern  and  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  country.  Much  of  this  mois- 
ture was  from  four  tropical  systems  that 
formed  in  the  month,  particularly  Normcm 
and  Paul.  Early  in  the  month,  generous  rains 
washed  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  and  Gulf  Coast 
of  Mexico.  However,  the  paucity  of  Atlantic 
tropical  storms  this  season  resulted  in  unusu- 
al dryness  in  those  areas  for  the  remainder  of 
the  month. 

November 

Much  of  western  Canada  finally  had  some 
drought  relief,  as  abundant  precipitation  fell 
throughout  the  region.  The  southern  Canadi- 
an Prairies  saw  near-average  precipitation,  re- 


sulting in  little  change  in  their  overall 
drought  status.  In  the  United  States,  the  tire- 
some news  of  warmer-than-normal  tempera- 
tures came  booming  back,  with  only  one  state 
(Florida)  recording  below-normal  tempera- 
tures. Particularly  warmer  was  the  northeast- 
ern part  of  the  country,  with  four  states  (New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and 
New  Jersey)  experiencing  the  dubious  honor 
of  charting  their  record-warmest  Novembers. 
The  Northwest  quenched  its  dryness  with 
flooding  rains  in  the  first  week  of  November, 
including  parts  of  northwestern  Oregon  and 
western  Washington  that  were  inundated  by 
up  to  38  cm  of  rainfall.  Flooding  also  hit  por- 
tions of  northern  Idaho  and  western  Mon- 
tana. Hawaii  joined  the  list  of  flood-influ- 
enced states  at  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
with  some  locations  on  the  windward  sec- 
tions of  Kauai  and  Oahu  reporting  over  38  cm 
of  rainfall  from  31  October  through  2 No- 
vember. November  ended  with  a significant 
winter  storm  moving  across  the  central  Unit- 
ed States.  Snow  and  ice  fell  from  northern 


Texas  through  Oklahoma,  Missouri,  Illinois, 
Wisconsin,  and  Michigan.  Accumulations  of 
18-31  cm  of  snow  were  common  near  the 
storm’s  center,  with  some  areas  reporting  even 
more.  Areas  south  and  east  of  the  storm  re- 
ceived heavy  rains.  This  moisture  brought 
significant  improvement  to  dry  and  drought 
conditions  from  Texas  to  Illinois.  Still,  the 
Great  Lakes  basin  continued  to  be  dry,  with 
Lake  Superior  43  cm  below  its  long-term  av- 
erage level,  second  only  to  1925.  Lakes  Michi- 
gan and  Huron  remain  48  cm  below  their  nor- 


mal levels,  a pattern  that  began  in  the  dry 
1990s.  The  central  Mexican  states  of  Mi- 
choacan,  Morelos,  Puebla,  and  Zacatecas  ex- 
perienced above-average  precipitation  in  No- 
vember. However,  no  significant  precipitation 
fell  on  the  Baja  Peninsula  or  in  northern, 
northwestern,  and  western  Mexico.  Cold 
fronts  at  the  end  of  the  month  eased  dry  con- 
ditions over  Mexico’s  Gulf  Coast  states  and 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  Coastal  and  southern 
Veracruz,  Yucatan,  and  northern  Quintana 
Roo  in  particular  saw  drought  conditions  ease 
or  abate. 

Northeasterly  winds:  Wheatears  and  plovers 
The  story  of  the  autumn  was  clearly  the  flight 
of  Northern  Wheatears,  which  spanned  6 Au- 
gust 2006  through  4 November  (Smith  2007). 
At  least  46  birds  were  located,  ranging  from 
easternmost  Newfoundland  through  Quebec, 
western  New  York,  and  western  Ontario  and 
south  to  New  Jersey,  Florida,  and  Bermuda; 
one  Alabama  outlier  turned  up  in  winter,  3-13 
February  2007!  The  final  tallies  included  21 


in  the  Atlantic  Provinces  (plus  one  at  sea,  400 
km  northeast  of  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland); 
seven  each  in  New  England  and  Quebec;  two 
each  in  Ontario,  Florida,  New  York,  and 
Bermuda;  and  singles  in  New  Jersey  and  Ala- 
bama. 

September  was  the  peak  month  for 
wheatears,  with  more  than  half  of  the  birds 
turning  up  29  August  through  23  September. 
Such  a range  of  arrival  dates  suggests  that  a 
single  weather  event  was  not  responsible  for 
the  flight.  But  why  then  did  four  Common 


The  autumn  2006  season's  southernmost  Northern  Wheatear  in  North  America  was  this  individual  at  Everglades  National  Park,  Flori- 
da 13-23  (here  21)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Weber. 
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Ringed  Plovers  make  an  appearance  in  south- 
ern Newfoundland  during  the  same  period 
(20  August  through  17  September;  see  article, 
this  issue)?  The  breeding  range  of  this  species 
in  eastern  Canada  and  Greenland  overlaps  to 
a fair  extent  with  that  of  Northern  Wheatear, 
and  both  winter  in  the  Old  World.  Late  Au- 
gust through  September  had  a period  of  sus- 
tained, strong  northeasterly  winds  over  a 
large  quadrant  of  the  western  North  Atlantic, 
and  these  winds  were  almost  certainly  re- 
sponsible for  moving  both  wheatears  and 
plovers  westward,  back  toward  North  Ameri- 
ca, during  migration.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
flight  of  the  wheatears  was  so  protracted,  but 
it  is  probably  the  case  that  these  birds,  once 
displaced  onto  the  “wrong”  continent  for 
wintering,  simply  moved  southward  in  North 
America  as  they  might  have  through  Africa — 
analogous,  perhaps,  to  Siberian  birds  that 
turn  up  in  Alaska  and  then  appear  in  a slight- 
ly later  window  along  the  West  Coast  (Sulli- 
van 2004). 

But  why  then  were  so  few  wheatears  de- 
tected in  the  Southeast  (two  in  Florida,  one  in 
Alabama;  Figure  5)?  Arguably,  the  number  of 
birders  per  capita  drops  appreciably  south  of 
the  Mason-Dixon  line,  and  detection  rates 
should  thus  also  drop.  And  it  may  be  that  rel- 
atively few  southern  birders  monitor  birding 
listservs  to  the  north,  watching  for  irruptions 
or  vagrants  that  may  be  heading  their  way. 
Were  there  dozens  of  wheatears  migrating  un- 
detected through  the  Southeast?  Or  did  the 
wheatears  bypass  this  area,  making  a 
transoceanic  flight  toward  South  America 
(with  a stopover  at  Bermuda  for  a few),  much 
as  they  would,  under  typical  circumstances, 
migrate  to  Africa  (Thorup  et  al.  2006)?  Or  did 
they  continue  to  orient  toward  Africa  from 
the  Northeast?  The  questions  cannot  be  an- 
swered— but  that  does  not  make  them  unin- 
teresting, and  so  we  pursue  the  topic  more 
generally  in  the  next  sections. 

Flow  many  do  we  miss? 

Autumn  is  clearly  the  prime  season  for  rari- 
ties, and  many  of  us  spend  goodly  portions  of 
our  free  time  in  search  of  such.  A frequent 
item  of  discussion  among  birders  at  this  time 
of  year  is  the  number  of  rarities  that  we  bird- 
ers don’t  find.  Because  proving  presence  is 
nearly  infinitely  easier  than  proving  absence, 
this  topic  is  one  of  those  perennial  favorites 
that — like  the  identification  of  many  an  odd- 
looking gull — has  no  solution,  given  current 
knowledge  and  abilities,  whether  personal  or 
technological.  In  a post  to  the  “Frontiers  of 
Field  Identification”  listserv  (<http://listserv. 
arizona.edu/cgibin/wa?A2=ind0701b&L=bird 
wg01&T=0&P=7915>),  Peter  Post  summa- 


rized a paper  from  Great  Britain  (Fraser  1997) 
concerning  the  percentage  of  rarities  present 
that  actually  gets  found.  He  writes:  “The  au- 
thor [Fraser]  attempts  to  quantify  the  num- 
bers of  rarities  being  missed  annually,  in 
Britain  and  Ireland,  using  statistical  analysis 
and  a mathematical  model.  Among  the  au- 
thor's conclusions:  During  1988-1992,  40%  of 
rare  birds  were  found  on  weekends,  far 
greater  than  it  would  be  (approximately  28%) 
were  daily  coverage  uniform.  Even  more  rari- 
ties are  first  sighted  on  Sundays  than  Satur- 
days (21.3%  of  all  first  dates).  Based  on  rari- 
ties found  from  1990-1994,  Fraser  estimated 
that,  conservatively,  approximately  800  rari- 
ties in  all  groups  are  overlooked  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  every  year.  The  number  for  rare 
passerines  and  “near-passerines”  missed  was 
estimated  to  be  400  per  year  and  the  number 
of  waders  90-100  per  year,  virtually  the  same 
as  the  number  found.  He  felt  that  other 
groups,  mostly  bigger  birds,  are  probably  not 
overlooked  in  such  large  numbers;  they  in- 
clude about  240  to  340  herons  and  storks, 
ducks  and  geese,  raptors,  and  gulls  and  terns” 
(posted  13  January  2007). 

It  stands  to  reason  that  large  birds  are  less 
likely  to  be  missed  than  are  small  birds,  but  in 
the  absence  of  a data  set  of  present-but- 
missed  rarities,  we  find  it  hard  to  believe  that 
one  could  begin  to  extrapolate  such  numbers 
at  all.  Certainly,  one  can  use  weekend  vs. 
weekday  effort  to  generate  a rough  percentage 
of  rarities  missed  during  the  week  due  to  less- 
er field  efforts — but  is  it  truly  possible  to 
know  how  many  rarities  were  missed  on  Sun- 
day? To  spell  it  out:  did  the  21.3%  of  the 
week’s  rarities  on  Sunday  represent  half  of  the 
rarities  actually  present — or  just  1%  of  the 
rarities  present?  Posts  post  (we  couldn’t  re- 
sist) forced  us  to  reconsider  the  question,  if 
not  to  change  our  thinking  on  the  matter. 
While  the  U.K.  situation  is  quite  different 
than  that  in  North  America — Great  Britain 
has  a smaller  land  area  and  larger  numbers  of 
birders  scouring  local  patches  that  are,  quite 
often,  marginal  but  island-like  in  their  own 
right  (as  example,  check  out  Chorlton  Water 
Park  in  Tom  McKinney’s  blog:  <http://skills- 
bills.co.uk/2006.htm>) — even  in  a well-bird- 
ed  North  American  place,  one  can  imagine 
that  birders  find  only  a minority  of  the  rarities 
actually  present.  One  might  even  make  the  ar- 
gument in  North  America  that  we  birders 
manage  to  find  as  little  as  1/100  of  1%  (yes,  1 
in  10,000)  of  the  rarities  (continental,  region- 
al, and  local) — no  matter  what  the  definition 
of  the  term.  Indeed,  if  we  knew  the  actual 
scope  of  the  occurrence  of  such  “rarities” 
(again,  no  matter  the  definition),  we  would  be 
hard  pressed  to  continue  calling  many  of 


them  rarities;  “very  low-density  transients” 
might  be  more  accurate. 

Now,  before  coastal  birders  ascribe  our 
above  claim  to  hyperbole,  or  to  the  naivete 
sometimes  associated  with  a landlocked  bird- 
ing location,  we  should  point  out  that  our 
time  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey  and  Whitefish 
Point,  Michigan  has  given  us  the  impression 
that  a sizeable  proportion  of  rarities  present  at 
such  places  probably  does  get  detected;  more- 
over, concentrations  of  many  migrant  species 
along  coasts  are  greater  than  in  areas  away 
from  large  water  bodies.  However,  there  are 
vast  swaths  of  land  away  from  the  coastlines 
of  the  continent  (including  the  Great  Lakes’ 
coasts)  that  are  home  to  few  or  no  birders.  In 
fact,  as  birders  living  on  the  Great  Plains  and 
in  the  Great  Basin  can  attest  (and  as  attested 
in  the  introductory  notes  to  the  latter  region’s 
report),  these  tree-poor  areas  offer  an  incredi- 
ble number  of  migrant  traps  at  which  rarities 
are  concentrated  and  relatively  easily  found. 
The  down  side  to  that  blessing  is  that  there 
are  very  few  of  us  living  in  these  areas,  so 
most  such  areas  are  rarely  visited  by  birders — 
and,  let's  be  honest,  most  have  never  been  visit- 
ed by  a birder  at  all  Access  to  most  areas  is 
limited,  by  lack  of  roads  or  permission,  and 
birding  tends  to  occur  in  the  most  easily  ac- 
cessed areas. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  finding  of 
rarities,  while  certainly  a function  of  birding 
intensity  and  skill,  is  also  a product  of  simple 
serendipity.  Yes,  the  prepared  mind  of  the 
modern  birder  is  more  likely  to  be  able  to 
identify  rarities  as  such  but  is,  perhaps,  less 
important  than  being  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time  and  being  moderately  observant.  A 
few  cases  in  point  follow. 

Example  1.  As  noted  in  the  Northern  Cali- 
fornia regional  report  this  season,  a Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  was  found  and  pho- 
tographed 28  September.  Yes,  California  is  a 
coastal  state  and  one  with  a larger- than-aver- 
age  and  probably  more-sawy-than-average 
birding  community,  which  may  discover  more 
than  the  average  percentage  of  rarities  actual- 
ly present.  However,  this  bird  was  found  in  a 
non-coastal  county  and  found  by  a relatively 
new  birder.  The  significance  of  this  record,  in 
relation  to  our  claim,  is  that  no  one  (except 
the  finder  of  the  bird)  knew  of  the  bird’s  exis- 
tence until  he  showed  a photograph  to  a more 
experienced  birder.  Thus,  this  record  nearly 
escaped  us — and  it  was  just  the  second  for 
California. 

Example  2.  In  the  Colorado  & Wyoming  re- 
gional report,  mention  is  made  of  an  adult 
Whooping  Crane  that  provided  only  the  third 
modern  record  for  Colorado.  The  location  of 
the  sighting  is  well  out  onto  the  plains,  very 
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near  the  Kansas  border.  The  party  that  found 
the  bird  may  well  have  been  the  only  birders 
in  the  field  within  100  km  (or  more  in  most 
directions),  and  the  flock  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
of  which  the  Whooping  was  a part  just  hap- 
pened to  fly  within  easy  viewing  range;  the 
bird  was  seen  in  flight  only.  Indeed,  the  state’s 
second  modern  record  was  of  a juvenile  roost- 
ing with  a single  Sandhill  Crane  in  a small 
playa  near  Anton  (about  in  the  middle  of  the 
state’s  eastern  plains)  on  4 November  2004. 
The  bird  was  found  by  a hunter  who  recog- 
nized it  for  what  it  was  and  phoned  an  ac- 
quaintance at  the  Colorado  Division  of 
Wildlife — who  then  notified  a birder  friend, 
who  got  the  word  out.  Again,  there  were 
probably  no  birders  in  the  field  at  that  time 
within  150  km,  and  as  the  bird  was  present 
only  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  and  the  early 
morning  of  the  5th,  it  seems  incredibly  lucky 
that  we  heard  about  that  one:  the  species’  mi- 
gration passes  to  the  east  of  Colorado;  most 
move  through  this  latitude  quickly  on  both 
spring  and  fall  migrations;  and  there  are  just 
over  200  wild  birds  in  existence.  Still,  the 
species  is  highly  distinctive  and  conspicuous, 
far  more  so  than  most  passerines,  and  we  can 
look  through  back  issues  of  this  journal  to 
calculate  rough  detection  rates  of  the  species 
through  the  Plains  each  year.  It  would  seem 
that  the  increasing  population  over  the 
decades  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  records 
of  migrants,  though  the  increasing  number 
and  avidity  (and  the  improving  communica- 
tion) of  mid-continental  birders  probably  also 
play  a role. 

Example  3.  Again  in  Colorado,  this  fall’s  re- 
port of  a Ruff,  only  the  state’s  third,  came 
from  a lake  in  Lincoln  County  on  27  Septem- 
ber. As  in  the  location  in  Example  2,  Evilsizer 
Lake  is  in  the  middle  of  nowhere  and  is  visit- 
ed by  birders  fewer  than  10  times  per  year. 
The  bird  was  found  by  a very  experienced 
birder,  one  who  just  happened  to  be  survey- 
ing playas  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Ob- 
servatory and  thus  had  been  toodling  around 
to  many  such  middle-of-nowhere  places. 
Without  the  funding  to  support  the  project, 
we  certainly  would  have  missed  this  one,  as  it 
was  not  present  even  late  that  very  afternoon. 

Example  4.  Finally,  an  example  from  the  At- 
lantic coast.  In  Bruce  Mactavish’s  words:  “A 
nonbirder  photographed  an  unfamiliar  bird  in 
St.  John’s  cove  on  5 August.  The  photographs 
shown  to  the  birding  community  a month  lat- 
er revealed  Newfoundland’s  and  North  Amer- 
ica’s third  record  of  Eurasian  Oystercatcher.” 
A large,  gaudy  species  right  in  the  well-birded 
provincial  capital?  Were  there  others  unseen 
in  the  many  remote  coves  of  the  province? 

Our  experience  on  the  eastern  plains  of  Col- 


orado, where  numerous  and  widespread  plant- 
ed hedgerows  and  homestead  woodlots  can  be 
incredibly  effective  migrant  traps,  suggests 
that  only  a vanishingly  small  percentage  of  rar- 
ities in  this  area  is  actually  found.  We  would 
hazard  that  less  than  1%  of  these  sites  are  vis- 
ited even  once  in  any  given  year  and,  if  visited 
at  all,  are  visited  only  once  or  twice.  Yes,  as 
with  birding  everywhere  else,  many  of  us  go  to 
the  same  proven  migrant  traps  again  and  again 
(e.g.,  Chico  Basin  Ranch  in  Colorado),  ignor- 
ing smaller  or  unproven  woodlots  on  our  way 
to  those  legendary  sites.  How  many  Magnifi- 
cent Hummingbirds  and  Bay-breasted  War- 
blers (both  recorded  19  May  2002  in  a single 
woodlot  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch)  have  we 
missed  by  not  stopping?  Given  the  thousands 
of  such  sites  just  in  eastern  Colorado,  we  can- 
not but  believe  that  the  numbers,  were  we  to 
know  them,  would  be  alarming!  In  coastal 
Louisiana,  how  many  minor  patches  of  vegeta- 
tion go  unchecked  during  migration  in  favor  of 
larger  cheniers — even  though  tiny  patches  of 
trees  have  produced  major  rarities  in  the  area? 
On  the  West  Coast,  where  county  bird- 
ing/listing  and  a large  birding  population 
means  regular  checks  of  even  the  smallest 
oases  in  deserts  and  coastal  areas,  they  count 
their  eastern  vagrants  by  the  dozens  or  even 
hundreds,  hence  the  phrase  “regular  rarities” 
there.  Few  places  in  the  East  can  claim  this  sort 
of  coverage,  and  so  even  some  regular  mi- 
grants (e.g.,  Catharus  thrushes)  would  seem  to 
have  rather  surprisingly  low  rates  of  detection. 
What  percentage  of  the  population  of  Bick- 
nell’s  Thrush,  for  instance,  is  detected  on  mi- 
gration each  fall  and  spring — or,  for  that  mat- 
ter, what  percentage  of  Gray-cheeked  Thrush’s 
population  is  detected  (acoustic  monitoring 
aside)?  Bicknell’s  and  Gray-cheeked  have  pop- 
ulations that  number  in  the  tens  of  thousands 
and  in  the  millions,  respectively;  thus  it  would 
seem,  based  on  reports  in  this  journal,  that 
birders  are  collectively  detecting  fewer  than 
one  in  10,000  of  these  species  each  season. 
With  rapidly  increasing  participation  by  bird- 
ers in  “eBird”  (<www.ebird.org>),  we  have 
more  and  more  refined  knowledge  about  how 
many  such  birds  are  detected,  where,  and 
when:  our  understanding  of  detection  rates  is 
in  its  infancy,  but  if  our  data  continue  to  be 
collocated  and  easily  analyzed  (see  the  new 
Google  tool  on  eBird),  we’ll  soon  understand 
far  more  about  detections  than  most  of  us  have 
ever  imagined. 

Returning  winterers — potential  insight  into 
the  longevity  of  individual  birds 
Speculation  about  detection  rates  and  relative 
“rarity”  in  birds  often  entails  consideration  of 
how  many  individual  birds  are  in  fact  respon- 


sible for  individual  records  as  maintained  by 
bird  records  committees.  For  instance,  how 
many  Western  Reef-Herons  have  been  visiting 
sites  in  between  Newfoundland  and  New  Jer- 
sey in  recent  years?  Birds  assumed  to  be  the 
same  individual  returning  to  a certain  site  to 
winter  (most  such  birds  arrive  in  the  autumn 
season)  or  to  summer  (many  arrive  in  spring) 
often  become  part  of  the  local  lore,  even  earn- 
ing a nickname — but  how  many  of  these  are 
in  fact  the  same  individual?  And  in  how  many 
instances  are  single  individual  “rarities” 
recorded  in  multiple  locations  (and  assumed, 
typically,  to  be  different  birds)? 

Virtually  all  of  the  data  on  average  and  ex- 
treme longevities  of  birds  come  from  bird- 
banding studies.  And  banding  (and  other 
marking  systems)  and  satellite-tracking  stud- 
ies have  shown  that  many  individual  birds  are 
faithful  to  wintering  sites.  However,  when 
those  individuals  are  rarities,  particularly  ones 
well  outside  of  normal  winter  range,  non-ban- 
ders have  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  a 
body  of  knowledge  on  the  subject.  Readers  of 
these  pages  know  of  various  individual  rarities 
returning  year  after  year  to  the  same  location 
to  spend  the  winter:  the  grizzled  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  that  winters  at  Shark  River  Inlet, 
New  Jersey;  the  still-unidentified  dark-man- 
tled gull  (“OL  One  Foot”)  in  coastal  Alabama; 
and  various  and  sundry  oddities  in  southern 
California,  among  them  “Al”  (the  Laysan  Al- 
batross at  Point  Arena)  and  those  inexplicably 
site-tenacious  Thick-billed  Kingbirds.  With 
birds  so  far  out  of  typical  range,  we  feel  rela- 
tively comfortable  with  our  assumption  that  a 
rare  bird  of  the  one  species  at  the  same  locali- 
ty in  consecutive  years  is  the  same  individual 
returning  to  a site  of  successful  wintering.  Yes, 
the  birds  are,  for  the  most  part,  not  definitive- 
ly individually  identifiable,  although  “OL  One 
Foot”  and  other  injured  birds  could  be  con- 
sidered so.  And,  yes,  there  are  situations  in 
which  our  certainty  is  lessened.  For  instance, 
a returning  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  at  Red 
Rocks  Park  near  Denver  was  joined  in  its  third 
winter  by  an  immature  of  the  same  species. 
When  only  one  returned  the  following  fall,  lo- 
cal birders  wondered  which  of  the  previous 
year’s  birds  it  was.  However,  in  at  least  some 
cases,  careful  records  on  what  appear  to  be  the 
same  individuals  returning  can  provide  im- 
portant data  on  the  longevity  of  birds.  Hope- 
fully, when  countenanced  in  publications  like 
this  one,  such  information  will  eventually 
make  its  way  into  online  compendia  such  as 
the  Birds  of  North  America  (<http://bna.birds. 
cornell.edu/BNA/>). 

Table  1 lists  this  fall’s  crop  of  returning 
winterers,  at  least  those  specifically  men- 
tioned as  returning  individuals — with  apolo- 
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Yellow  Rails,  along  with  many  other  boreal  breeders,  were  reported  with  rather  high  fre- 
quency in  autumn  2006  across  much  of  the  Lower  48  states.  This  Yellow  Rail  was  found  by 
Joe  Nowak  1 5 August  2006  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  It  was  taken  to  a wildlife  rehabilitator  and, 
after  being  declared  healthy,  was  released  shortly  thereafter.  There  are  very  few  August 
records  for  the  Illinois  & Indiana  Region,  and  the  only  other  Yellow  Rail  to  arrive  this  early 
in  fall  was  one  in  Indiana  in  1 885.  Another  early  Yellow  Rail  was  seen  in  Maryland  on  22 
September  this  season.  Photograph  by  Annette  Prince. 


One  of  the  numerous  Sabine's  Gulls  present  in  the  continent's  interior  in  fall  of  2006,  this  ju- 
venile was  nicely  photographed  at  Miller  Beach,  Indiana  on  20  September.  Numbers  of  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  were  also  noted  to  be  unusually  high  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  in  some  interi- 
or reservoirs,  which  suggests  a productive  nesting  season.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brown. 


Steller's  Jays  staged  a remarkable  invasion  in  southern  Yukon  this  fall.  The  thin  blue 
streaks  in  the  crown  of  this  bird  photographed  at  Carcross  on  25  September  2006  indicate 
that  it  came  from  a coastal  population;  the  dull  outer  wing  coverts  identify  it  as  a hatch- 
year  bird.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 


Table  1 . Birds  returning  to  wintering  sites  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  fall  2006.  j 

Birds  returning  for  at  least  their  second  winter 

Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Hampton,  VA  (the  species  has  been  found  here  sporadically  since  1996) 

Western  Grebes  (2)  at  Tennessee  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  TN 

Red-tailed  Hawk  ( calurus , dark  morph)  at  Oxbow  Meadows,  6A 

Allen's  Hummingbird  in  both  Houston,  TX  and  Cullman  County,  AL 

Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  Mission  Viejo,  CA 

Vermilion  Flycatcher  at  Eufala  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  GA 

Thick-billed  Kingbird  at  Wilmington,  CA 

Yellow-throated  Warbler  in  Scott  County,  IA* 

YellovMhroated  Warbler  in  Miraflores,  Baja  California  (possibly  not  a winterer?) 

Grace's  Warbler  in  Santa  Maria,  CA* 

Streak-backed  Oriole  at  Gilbert  Water  Park,  AZ 

Birds  returning  for  their  third  winter 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Coulee  Lakes,  WA 

Eastern  Phoebe  in  El  Rosario,  Baja  California 

Black  Phoebe  at  Broken  Bow  Reservoir,  OK 

Tropical  Kingbird  at  Seeley,  CA 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  in  Guerrero  Negro,  Baja  California 

Audubon's  Warbler  in  Chapel  Hill,  NC 

Birds  returning  for  their  fourth  winter 

Falcated  Duck  in  Coburg,  OR 

Harlan's  Hawk  in  Kings  County,  CA 

Rufous  Hummingbird  atValrico,  FL 

Grace's  Warbler  near  Ciudad  Constitucion,  Baja  California 

Birds  returning  for  at  least  their  fifth  winter 

Northern  Waterthrush  in  Santa  Clara  County,  CA  - 5 years 

Thick-billed  Kingbird  in  Yuma,  AZ  - 6 years 

Harlan's  Hawk  near  Humboldt  Bay,  CA  - 8 years 

Mew  Gull  in  the  Union  Reservoir  area,  CO  - 9 years  (a  lame  individual) 

Eared  Grebe  at  Gloucester,  MA  - 12  years 

Laysan  Albatross  at  Point  Arena  Cove,  CA  - 14  years 

* = Number  of  winters  present  inferred  from  regional  report  but  was  not  specified. 

gies  for  the  focus  on  more  temperate  (coastal  and/or  southern)  areas  in  this 
list  and  for  records  we  may  have  inadvertently  omitted  (particularly  those 
banded  hummingbirds  in  the  Southeast — see  the  winter  regional  reports).  We 
found  it  interesting  that  reports  from  Canada,  Alaska,  and  the  higher-latitude 
interior  regions  of  the  Lower  48  states  made  no  mention  of  returning  birds. 

What  may  have  been  the  longest-term  returner  was  not  mentioned  in  this 
fall’s  Colorado  & Wyoming  report.  A Great  Black-backed  Gull  first  found  in 
its  first  plumage  cycle  at  Pueblo  Reservoir,  Colorado,  in  spring  1993  (and  ac- 
counting for  the  states  6th  record)  may  have  been  at  this  site  for  its  15th  win- 
ter this  year.  However,  in  winter  2005-2006,  there  were  three  adult  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  at  the  site  (two  were  there  in  winter  2006-2007,  with  at 
least  one  arriving  in  the  fall  of  2006),  so  we  no  longer  have  any  certainty  that 
any  particular  individual  is  the  beloved  (at  least,  for  a gull)  “Murray.” 

Of  course,  it  would  be  easy  enough  to  take  the  logic  of  our  first  section,  on 
the  number  of  rarities  missed,  and  discount  many  of  the  records  of  returners 
listed  in  Table  1 — if  there  are  scores,  even  hundreds  of  “rarities”  traversing  the 
continent  (as  we  may  infer  from  recent  movements  of  species  as  disparate  as 
Slaty-backed  Gull,  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  Northern  Wheatear),  then 
patches  of  habitat  are  apt  to  attract  one  or  more  of  these  “vagrants,”  and  we 
birders  may  be  naive  enough  to  believe  that  our  old  friends  are  returning  to 
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Yellow  Warbler  is  among  many  Neotropical  migrant  passerines  that  have  in  recent  years  exhibited  "late-date  creep" — that  is,  records 
of  October  and  November  individuals  have  become  increasingly  frequent  and  increasingly  later,  with  some  birds  even  detected  well 
into  December.  This  bird  at  Maumee  Bay  State  Park,  Lucas  County,  Ohio  26  October  2006  was  one  of  three  found  in  the  state  during 
the  last  week  of  the  month.  Photograph  by  Brian  Zweibel. 


favored  sites,  when  in  fact  there  have  been 
multiple  individuals  involved  (the  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  example  is  germane).  To 
infer  longevity  without  firm  evidence  that  the 
same  bird  is  in  fact  returning  is  not  strictly 
possible,  so  it  may  be  worthwhile  to  mark  or 
band  birds  that  appear  to  be  returners.  There 
have  been  some  remarkable  records  of  long- 
lived  banded  birds  in  recent  years,  but  in  the 
case  of  apparent  returning  birds,  a color  band 
or  two  could  help  to  erase  doubt. 

Increasing  birds — or  observers? 

If  one  accepts  the  idea  that  birders  are  finding 
only  a small  fraction  of  the  birds  that  pass 
through  an  area,  then  it  stands  to  reason  that 
increasing  coverage  would  result  in  an  in- 
creasing number  of  most  bird  species  report- 
ed. We  know  that  the  number  of  birders  has 
grown  steadily  since  the  1970s,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  the  case  that  reports  of  all  species  are 
on  the  increase — Evening  Grosbeaks  in  the 
East  have  become  rarities  in  most  areas,  for 
instance,  as  they  were  in  the  1950s,  just  one 
example  among  many.  What  about  birds 
whose  numbers  vary  sharply  from  one  au- 
tumn season  to  the  next?  Writers  of  this  col- 
umn have  often  attributed  unusually  high  au- 
tumn counts  of  certain  species  to  a productive 
or  “successful”  nesting  season,  and,  in  some 
cases,  this  can  be  verified  by  researchers  on 
the  nesting  grounds  (as  with  certain  species 
of  geese).  With  various  pelagic  species,  our 
impressions  of  relative  abundance  from  sea- 
son to  season,  however,  are  probably  influ- 
enced by  large-scale  oceanographic  and  mete- 
orological factors  of  which  were  only  dimly 
aware  (Pyle  2006).  But  what  of  those  species 
whose  breeding  grounds  lie  mostly  north  of 
Breeding  Bird  Survey  routes,  those  that  nest 
in  the  northernmost  prairies  and  marshes,  the 
boreal/taiga  belt,  and  the  tundra  and  Arctic 
coasts?  There  were,  for  instance,  remarkable 
increases  in  reports  of  several  geese  (includ- 
ing Greater  White-fronted),  American  Bit- 
tern, Yellow  Rail  (Figure  6),  all  three  jaegers. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake,  Sabine’s  Gull  (Figure 
7),  Connecticut  Warbler,  Hudsonian  Godwit 
and  other  species  of  shorebird,  both  kinglets, 
Hermit  Thrush,  and  Rusty  Blackbird. 

Thankfully,  we  do  have  situations  from 
which  we  can  better  ground-truth  our  under- 
standing of  the  relationship  between  bird 
numbers  and  observer  activity,  at  least  crude- 
ly. Take  the  invasions  of  jays  of  fall  2006,  for 
instance.  Gray  Jay,  typically  confined  to  the 
boreal  forest,  moved  out  of  that  environment 
and  southward,  particularly  into  southern 
Manitoba,  northern  North  Dakota,  and  along 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  from  On- 
tario south  to  Duluth,  Minnesota.  Because  the 


number  of  observers  in  such  areas  is  probably 
relatively  stable,  if  growing  modestly,  and  be- 
cause many  years  pass  between  observations 
of  Gray  Jays  in  these  areas,  it  is  a safe  bet  that 
these  observations  reflect  a genuine  irrup- 
tion— -not  a suddenly  more  astute  or  numer- 
ous set  of  observers.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
southern  Yukon’s  influx  of  Steller’s  Jays  (Fig- 
ure 8),  though  the  network  of  wildlife  ob- 
servers in  that  region  (and  the  facility  of  their 
communication,  over  the  Internet)  has  grown 
by  relative  leaps  and  bounds  of  late. 

Records  of  seasonal  rarities — birds  found 
outside  their  normal  period  of  occurrence — 
also  appear  to  be  on  the  increase.  We  once 
thought  of  such  birds  as  “lingering,”  but  re- 
cent thinking  has  turned  also  to  models  of  re- 
verse migration,  potentially  also  linked  with 
weather  patterns  (Sullivan  2004,  Sullivan  and 
Wood  2005).  Although  we  cannot  confirm 
the  suspicion  with  statistics,  our  reading  of 
this  journal  over  the  years  suggests  that  the 
number  of  belated  birds  in  autumn  seasons 
has  increased — not  evenly  (some  seasons 
have  far  more  than  others)  but,  overall,  rather 
steadily.  We  suspect  that  the  increases  we  note 
(e.g..  Figure  9)  are  tied  both  to  influxes  of  re- 
verse migrants  that  are  able  to  survive  be- 
cause of  milder  late-autumn  weather  and  to  a 
steady  increase  in  birders  who  are  aware  that 
October  and  November  (and  even  December) 
hold  some  of  the  best  birding  for  vagrant 
species  across  much  of  the  continent,  and  so 
in  hunting  for  strays,  we  find  an  increasing 
number  of  “late”  birds  as  well. 

Can  we  ever  turn  our  impressions  of  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  certain  species  (late 
birds,  invading  birds,  or  migrants,  whether 
abundant  or  scarce),  especially  over  large  ar- 


eas, into  accurate  statements  about  trends  in 
observed  numbers  of  birds,  much  less  bird 
populations?  This  column  has  asked  the 
question  scores  of  times.  It  has  been  answered 
only  rarely:  by  collecting,  vetting,  and  analyz- 
ing all  data  available  from  all  observers — a 
task  proclaimed  hopeless  or  impossible  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  these  pages.  Only 
in  the  case  of  eBird  has  the  task  been  consid- 
ered feasible  and  meaningful.  So  our  hope  is 
that,  as  the  buy-in  increases  throughout 
North  America  (and  in  other  parts  of  the 
Americas),  eBirders — all  of  us — will  be  able 
to  see  trends  in  bird  populations  over  the 
decades  to  come.  But  the  refinement  of  our 
understanding  will  depend  on  our  participa- 
tion: the  more  eBirders  and  checklists,  the 
more  robust  the  data  set  that  forms  the  basis 
of  our  perceptions. 

Those  (few?)  we  didn’t  miss: 

Flycatchers  & other  firsts 
As  always,  fall  migration  brought  along  some 
lost  birds  for  the  ride,  including  many  repre- 
senting firsts  for  the  territory,  province,  state, 
or  region  where  they  were  found.  Three  new 
species,  from  three  different  points  of  the 
compass,  will  be  added  to  the  North  Ameri- 
can list  if  accepted:  Barred  Antshrike,  Pallas’s 
Warbler,  and  Song  Thrush.  Of  course,  most  of 
the  records  noted  below  should  be  considered 
provisional  until  the  appropriate  records 
committee  reviews  the  details  of  each.  For 
now,  though,  they  provide  a bit  of  inspiration 
to  keep  looking  for  unexpected  birds,  and  to 
give  odd-looking  or  puzzling  birds  a bit  of  ex- 
tra scrutiny  and  the  benefit  of  a few  notes, 
sketches,  or  frames  of  film  (or  for  growing 
numbers  of  us,  digital  space  on  our  memory 
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Western  flycatcher  species  took  the  East  by  storm  in  autumn  2006.  Representing 

the  first  record  for  Florida  was  this  Hammond's  Flycatcher  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park 
30  and  (here)  31  October  2006.  Another  Hammond's  was  beautifully  document- 
ed at  Rye,  New  York  19-28  November,  just  the  second  for  the  Empire  State  and 
one  of  very  few  for  the  East.  Photograph  by  Lyn  5.  Atherton. 


cards).  In  most  cases,  these  records  rep- 
resent part  of  growing  patterns  of  “va- 
grancy,” but  in  some  cases — for  instance, 
the  many  extralimital  flycatchers  report- 
ed— improved  observer  acumen  is  cer- 
tainly also  part  of  the  pattern,  as  is  the  re- 
doubled effort  to  find  vagrants  in  Octo- 
ber through  December. 

In  Newfoundland,  an  apparent  (and 
calling)  Western  Wood-Pewee  graced 
Cape  Spear  9 October,  and  a Gray  Fly- 
catcher made  it  to  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts 5-9  November  (in  company  with  a 
Least  for  the  first  two  days).  Another 
cryptic  Empidonax,  a Pacific-slope/ 
Cordilleran  Flycatcher  at  Manomet,  Mas- 
sachusetts 10  November  represented  a 
first  for  this  heavily  birded  state  and  for 
the  New  England  region.  In  the  past,  it 
would  have  been  conceivable  for  such  a 
bird  to  be  identified  only  as  “ Empidonax 
sp.”  or  as  a late  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher. 
Even  in  the  West,  migrant  empids  in  the 
“Western  Flycatcher”  complex  can  often  be 
identified  only  in  the  hand,  and,  even  then, 
many  birds  key  out  within  an  overlap  zone  be- 
tween Pacific-slope  and  Cordilleran  Flycatch- 
ers. Colorado,  for  instance,  confirmed  its  first 
Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  only  this  season  (de- 
spite suspicion  that  the  species  may  be  an  an- 
nual migrant  through  the  state) — a bird  mist- 
netted  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observa- 
tory that  measured  out  well  beyond  the  over- 
lap zone.  Likewise,  in  many  states,  notably 
Florida  in  recent  years,  calling  "Traills  Fly- 
catchers” have  been  increasingly  keyed  out  as 
Alder  Flycatchers.  Floridians  also  turned  up  a 
state-first  Hammond’s  Flycatcher  (Figure  10), 
and  New  York  recorded  its  second.  Out  West, 
California’s  Farallon  Islands  had  reports  of 
Alder  and  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  in  Sep- 
tember and  October,  respectively — both  still 
considered  real  rarities  there. 

As  usual,  a few  Say’s  Phoebes  turned  up 
east  of  usual  range,  mostly  in  the  third  week 
of  September  (New  York,  Vermont,  and  Illi- 
nois [two])  but  one  as  early  as  10  September 
(Wisconsin’s  third),  and  Vermilion  Flycatch- 
ers made  it  to  Georgia  and  Michigan.  Tyran- 
nus  flycatchers,  a staple  of  fall,  were  scattered 
liberally:  Gray  Kingbirds  from  North  Caroli- 
na, South  Carolina,  Quebec,  and  New  Jersey; 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  in  Massachusetts, 
West  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota, 
Michigan,  Ontario,  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Nova  Scotia;  and  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers 
in  Florida  (20-21  November),  New  Hamp- 
shire (state  first,  18-20  November),  and  even 
northern  California  (state  second,  28  Septem- 
ber). The  most  surprising  flycatchers  of  the 
season,  however,  may  have  been:  the  Great 


Crested  Flycatcher  at  Scarborough,  Massa- 
chusetts 9-10  November,  one  of  very  few 
recorded  this  far  north  so  late;  the  virtually 
certain  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  Cape 
May,  New  Jersey  13  October  (the  first  north  of 
Florida  for  the  East);  and  the  apparent  South- 
western Willow  Flycatcher  at  Forman’s 
Branch,  Maryland  12  Sep,  a subspecies  group 
unrecorded  in  the  East. 

Canada  as  a whole  recorded  ten  new 
provincial  firsts.  Newfoundlands  first  White- 
tailed Tropicbird  and  Nova  Scotia’s  first  Red- 
billed  Tropicbirds  (two)  were  all  found  as 
beachcast  specimens.  Quebec  picked  up  two 
new  species  for  the  province,  Gray  Kingbird 
and  Song  Thrush,  the  latter  being  all  the  more 
remarkable  for  its  location,  well  away  from  the 
Atlantic  coast.  (One  wonders,  given  the  low 
detection  rates  for  shy  thrushes  in  the  East: 
how  many  more  Song  Thrushes  were  missed 
this  season?)  The  Yukon  Territory’s  list  grew 
by  one,  as  Lesser  Goldfinch  was  added;  a 
White-tailed  Kite  was  not  only  Saskatchewan’s 
first  but  also  first  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  re- 
gion. Saskatchewan  added  Curve-billed 
Thrasher  this  season,  and  Alberta  picked  up  a 
first  Yellow-throated  Warbler.  A Eurasian 
Hobby  was  a first  for  British  Columbia. 

The  “East”  (here  including  Bermuda  and 
the  West  Indies)  had  at  least  ten  potential 
firsts  for  the  season,  including  a few  men- 
tioned above.  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
shared  their  first  Western  Reef-Heron,  proba- 
bly the  same  bird  that  had  summered  near 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Birders  off  the  Maryland 
coast  identified  a possible  Cape  Verde  Shear- 
water; the  only  currently  accepted  record  of 
this  species  in  North  America  is  from  North 
Carolina  waters.  New  York  birders  encoun- 
tered the  state’s  first  Violet-green  Swallow  in 


the  company  of  seven  Cave  Swallows  late 
in  the  season.  Maryland’s  Inca  Dove  was 
not  only  a state  first  but  first  for  any  loca- 
tion in  the  East.  With  a handful  of  previ- 
ous sight  reports,  North  Carolina  firmed 
up  Bell’s  Vireo  on  its  state  list  with  a pho- 
tographed bird.  A Ross’s  Goose  made  its 
way  out  to  Grand  Bahama  Island,  mark- 
ing the  West  Indies’  first  recorded  occur- 
rence of  the  species.  Two  Rocky  Moun- 
tain birds  were  reported  from  Bermuda: 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  and  Western  Tan- 
ager,  both  anticipated  there. 

Away  from  the  Atlantic,  there  were  an- 
other ten  additions  from  the  Northern 
Great  Plains  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  West  Vir- 
ginia added  a Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird, as  did  Indiana.  A duck  hunter  in 
Michigan  may  have  puzzled  over  a Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Duck  that  fell  before 
his  gun,  proving  to  be  the  state’s  first; 
North  Dakotans  saw  their  state’s  first  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Duck  at  Jamestown.  A 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  may  also  repre- 
sent a first  North  Dakota  record.  A Wisconsin 
birder  saw  what  may  be  the  state’s  (and  North 
American  interior’s)  first  record  of  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler;  see  the  S.A.  box  in  the  Wis- 
consin report  for  more  details  of  this  intrigu- 
ing sighting;  another  would  turn  up  in  winter 
in  Baja  California.  Kentucky  hosted  a Little 
Stint,  first  not  only  for  that  state  but  also  in 
the  Ohio/Mississippi  valleys  region.  Ten- 
nessee joined  many  nearby  states  in  recording 
its  first  Cave  Swallow,  with  several  seen  at  the 
end  of  September.  Louisiana  had  its  first  well- 
documented  Iceland  Gull  and  Mississippi  its 
first  Rock  Wren. 

The  Intermountain  West  and  Texas  had  at 
least  five  state  firsts.  Montanans  found  a 
Curve-billed  Thrasher,  while  Idaho’s  list  will 
grow  with  the  addition  of  Orchard  Oriole. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  other  Pacific 
refugees  at  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  a cooperative 
Pacific  Golden-Plover  provided  many  birders 
their  first  chance  to  count  the  species  on  their 
Utah  lists.  The  first  Black-capped  Gnatcatch- 
ers  in  New  Mexico,  a pair,  stayed  to  nest  and 
raised  three  fledglings.  And  the  already 
lengthy  Texas  state  list  increased  by  one:  a 
night-vocalizing  Barred  Antshrike,  never  seen 
but  heard  and  audio-recorded,  passed  muster 
with  the  state  records  committee. 

From  the  Pacific  coast  states,  eight  new 
species  were  reported.  Alaska  added  Northern 
Lapwing  and  Pallas’s  Warbler — on  the  latter, 
see  the  lead  article  in  this  issue.  Oregon  bird- 
ers found  two  birds  new  to  the  state,  Masked 
Booby  and  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird.  The 
Masked  Booby  also  represents  a regional  first, 
as  does  Washington’s  first  Common  Ringed 
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Plover.  Washington  also  enjoyed  its  first 
Smiths  Longspur.  California  had  a pair  of  ex- 
iting first  state  records:  a first  Ross’s  Gull,  the 
southernmost  ever  recorded  anywhere  (see 
the  Photo  Salon,  in  this  issue)  and  a first  Taiga 
Flycatcher,  the  latter  a first  New  World  record 
south  of  Alaska.  Offshore,  a White-rumped 
Sandpiper  on  O’ahu  Island  made  a first  record 
for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  region. 

Mexico’s  two  major  peninsulas  swept  the 
first  state  records  honors  this  season:  the  Baja 
California  Peninsula  had  a Chimney  Swift 
and  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  a Spotted  Rail.  A 
Scaly-breasted  Hummingbird  was  also  a first 
for  the  Yucatan  region,  although  it  will  be 
hard  to  determine  if  Campeche  or  Quintana 
Roo  will  claim  it,  as  it  was  found  in  a disput- 
ed border  area.  Honduras  picked  up  Fasciated 
Tiger-Heron  for  its  list,  and  Nicaragua  added 
Solitary  Eagle  and  Yellow-headed  Caracara.  A 
Veery  banded  in  El  Salvador  established  the 
first  record  of  that  species  in  the  country.  Fi- 
nally, Shiny  Cowbird  widened  its  territory 
into  Guatemala,  as  three  males  and  a female 
provided  the  country’s  first  record  of  the 
species.  Belize  appears  to  be  the  next  in  line 
for  the  expanding  range  of  that  species. 

These  first  records  become  benchmarks  in 
the  records  books,  but  they  also  serve  an  im- 
portant function:  they  alert  the  birding  com- 


munity, and  ornithologists,  to  the  possibility 
that  the  species  is  to  be  watched  for  in  the 
area — either  as  a cryptic  vagrant  that  has  been 
theretofore  overlooked  (as,  arguably,  with 
Common  Ringed  Plover)  or  as  a species 
showing  signs  of  expansion  (Shiny  Cowbird) , 
irruption  (Steller’s  and  Gray  Jays),  weather- re- 
lated influx  (Northern  Wheatear),  or  some 
other  movement.  In  so  many  instances,  first 
regional  records  are  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg, 
and  second  through  tenth  records  follow  rap- 
idly— often  because  observers  refine  their 
searches  based  on  what  they  read  here  and 
elsewhere  about  bird  records.  This  journal’s 
job  has  a paradoxical  quality:  by  alerting  more 
people  to  changing  patterns  of  occurrence, 
and  to  the  presence  of  subtle  species  such  as 
Common  Ringed  Plover,  we  increase  aware- 
ness of  such  birds,  thereby  precipitating  more 
reports  (hopefully  mostly  accurate,  well-doc- 
umented reports!)  of  the  species.  If  a tree  falls 
in  a forest,  but  there’s  no  one  there  to  hear  it, 
it  surely  makes  a sound;  but  if  a rarity  visits  a 
copse  (or  shelterbelt  or  chenier  or  oasis),  but 
there’s  no  one  there  to  document  it,  we  will 
never  know  about  its  visit.  Whether  one  pon- 
ders Heisenberg’s  uncertainty  principle, 
Schrodinger’s  cat,  or  just  plain  “observer  ef- 
fect” from  that  old  Star  Trek  episode,  the  ne- 
farious ways  in  which  our  ever-changing  ob- 


servations of  birds  (and  communication 
about  those  observations)  inflect  and  influ- 
ence our  measurements  of  their  populations, 
and  in  turn  shape  our  future  observations, 
will  never  allow  for  comprehensive  under- 
standing— but  we  have  made  such  great 
strides  in  our  reflections  on  North  American 
birds  in  recent  decades.  Anyone  recall  the 
time  when  rarities  were  treated  as  mere  avian 
entertainment?  We’ve  come  a long  way. 
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Editors'  Notebook 


We  are  delighted  that  in  the  third 
year  of  the  “Friends  of  North 
American  Birds”  campaign,  we 
continue  to  raise  money  to  support  the  print- 
ing of  the  old  journal.  It  is  through  this  fund 
that  we  are  able  to  bring  you  expanded  color 
coverage  of  unusual  records,  more  articles  in 
color,  and  an  increasingly  diverse  content — 
scientific  articles,  photo  salons,  articles  on 
identification,  and  notes  on  bird  conserva- 
tion. We  could  not  do  this  without  the  gen- 
erous support  of  our  Friends — thank  you, 
from  the  100  editors  and  regional  editors 
who  work  on  this  journal! 

Thanks,  also,  are  due  the  many  correspon- 
dents and  subscribers  who  keep  us  current,  in 
matters  taxonomic  and  otherwise.  In  reply  to 
our  most  recent  Editors'  Notebook,  we  re- 
ceived a number  of  emails  in  support  of  Birds 
of  the  World:  Recommended  English  Names , 
along  with  a few  that  were  leery  of  the  project 
of  global  standardization.  Fortunately,  for  the 
gung-ho  and  the  gunshy  alike,  there  is  a web- 
site (<http://www.worldbirdnames.org>)  that 
offers  information  on  the  project,  as  well  as 
downloadable  Excel  files  of  the  lists,  along 
with  corrections  and  updates  to  the  list.  The 
American  Birding  Association,  and  many  bird- 
ers, follow  the  names  for  birds  set  forth  in  The 
Clements  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  the  World , 
now  in  print  in  a sixth  edition,  published  by 
the  ABA  and  Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology.  Also 
a useful  document  to  own,  the  Clements 
Checklist  in  its  current  form  has  a good  many 
divergences  from  the  official  checklists  for 
North  and  South  America  published  and  reg- 
ularly updated  by  the  American  Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union  (<http://www.aou.org>),  as  well 
as  from  relatively  well-settled  taxonomy  of 
birds  in  Australia,  Eurasia,  and  Africa.  Hope- 
fully, those  discrepancies  and  oversights  will 
be  rectified  in  the  near  future.  Those  who  find 
errors  in  the  checklist  are  urged  to  email  the 
editorial  team  (cornellbirds@cornell.edu). 

And  speaking  of  errors,  we  have  a few  to 
correct  of  our  own!  In  the  article  by  Bill 
Evans  and  crew  ( North  American  Birds  60: 
483),  Table  3 should  show  a tally  of  four 
species  instead  of  three  in  the  lower  left  cor- 
ner— thanks  to  Dianne  Sierra  for  catching 
that  one.  Many  readers  catch  typographic  er- 
rors (e.g.,  North  American  Birds  60:  340,  sen- 
tence on  Taiga  Flycatcher)  in  which  elements 
repeat  themselves  in  odd  ways.  These  are 


caused  by  an  incompatibility  between  Quark, 
in  which  the  journal’s  layout  is  done,  and  Mi- 
crosoft Word,  specifically  the  tool  “Track 
Changes.”  We  humbly  request  that  contribu- 
tors to  the  journal  not  utilize  that  (otherwise 


marvelous)  tool  for  editing,  until  a fix  is 
found  for  this  problem.  Finally,  we  erred  in 
spelling  out  NOAAs  name  with  the  word 
“Oceanographic”  rather  than  “Oceanic” 
( North  American  Birds  60:  490). 
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North  American  Birds 

SUPPORT  THE  FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS , 

THE  ABA’S  JOURNAL  OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  RECORD 

Since  its  inception,  the  fund  has  allowed  for 
many  improvements  to  the  journal's  look  and 
feel.  The  journal  is  now  mailed  in  a protective 
wrapper  to  insure  its  delivery  in  one  piece. 
The  content  has  benefited  from  an  increase  in 
page  count  which  has  allowed  for  additional 
articles  with  even  more  detailed  analysis.  The 
amount  of  color  pages  has  increased  which 
has  allowed  for  expanded  Pictorial  Highlights 
and  an  occasional  Photo  Salon. 

All  of  this  has  been  made  possible 
with  your  generous  contributions. 

There  are  more  plans  in  the  works  for  future 
issues  but  the  fund  does  need  your  continued 
support.  To  become  a “Friend  of  NAB”,  simply 
donate  $50  or  more.  Each  "Friend  of  NAB" 
will  be  recognized  annually  in  the  first  issue 
of  each  volume  of  North  American  Birds. 


Send  donations  to: 

The  Friends  of  NAB,  ABA, 
4945  N.  30th  Street,  Suite  200 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  8091 9-31 51 


STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C. 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A. 

Conservation  Area 

C.B.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.P. 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C. 

Golf  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

1.  (is.) 

Island(s),  Isle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

millimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.5. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  + initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation(al)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  + initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  + initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italics  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 
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Bruce  Mactavish 


Weather  across  the  Region  was  rela- 
tively normal  in  autumn  2006, 
with  prevailing  southwesterly 
winds  and  little  effect  from  hurricanes,  in 
contrast  to  2005.  Vagrants  came  from  a vari- 
ety of  bird  groups  and  compass  points:  New- 
foundland had  Eurasian  Oystercatchcr,  Slaty- 
backed  Gull,  Redwing,  and  Least  Tern;  Nova 
Scotia  had  Townsends  Warbler  and  Painted 
Bunting.  White-tailed  Tropicbird  was  added 
to  the  Newfoundland  list,  and  Red-billed 
Tropicbird  was  added  to  the  Nova  Scotia  list. 
The  unprecedented  appearance  of  21  North- 
ern Wheatears  and  four  Common  Ringed 
Plovers  may  have  been  linked  to  the  same 
weather  event.  Reporting  was  good  from 
Nova  Scotia,  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  New- 
foundland but  sparse  from  New  Brunswick 
and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.l.  (Cape  Breton  1.,  NS); 
C.S.E  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Five  hundred  Greater  Shearwaters  s.  of  St. 
Pierre,  SPM  28  Oct  (Thierry  Vogenstahl)  is 
getting  late  for  a concentration  of  this  size,  al- 
though the  species  is  said  by  fishermen  to  be 
present  in  considerable  numbers  on  the  s. 
Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland  well  into  Dec 
(fide  BMt).  A freshly  dead  ad.  White-tailed 
Tropicbird  was  found  on  a lawn  in  St.  John’s, 
NL  14  Sep,  the  day  after  the  remnants  of  fast- 
moving  Hurricane  Florence  crossed  se.  New- 
foundland (KK).  Two  different  imm.  Red- 
billed Tropicbirds  (carcasses)  were  found  on 
Sable  I.,  NS  in  Jul  2006,  furnishing  the  first 
records  of  the  species  for  Nova  Scotia  (ZL). 
An  American  White  Pelican  observed  from  a 
fishing  boat  3 km  offshore  from  Canso,  NS  in 


! Completely  unprecedented  in  the  Region  (and  in  e.  North  America  s.  of  Baffin  I.)  was  an  influx  of  4 Common  Ringed 
3 r Plovers  to  the  Avalon  Pen.  of  Newfoundland.  There  were  single  ads.  at  Trepassey  20-29  Aug  (DB  et  al.),  Bear  Cove 
29  Aug  (KK  et  al.),  and  St.  Shotts  1 6-1 7 Sep  (DB  et  al.),  plus  one  juv.  at  St.  Shotts  1 7 Sep  (DB,  JCI,  PI).  All  records  were  sub- 
stantiated with  photographs.  It  is  possible  the  same  weather  pattern  that  brought  a significant  wave  of  Northern  Wheatears 
to  the  Region  could  have  also  been  responsible  for  the  displacement  of  plovers.  There  were  two  previous  records  of  Common 
Ringed  Plover  in  the  Newfoundland,  both  ads.  in  the  latter  half  of  Aug  in  1 980  and  2001 . 


mid-Aug  may  have  been  the  individual  wan- 
dering about  the  Region  in  summer  (Mike 
Geddes). 

Incomplete  totals  of  Great  Egrets  for  the 
Region  were  16  in  Nova  Scotia  and  2 each  in 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  and  Newfoundland, 
with  a concentration  of  birds  mid-Oct-mid- 
Nov.  Snowy  Egrets  were  either  under-report- 
ed or  scarce,  with  singles  in  Nova  Scotia,  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  Newfoundland.  Nova 
Scotia  had  2 Little  Blue  Herons  in  Aug  and  3 
Cattle  Egrets  in  Nov.  A Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  a rarity  at  St.  Pierre,  SPM  (PA). 
The  only  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  re- 
ported was  in  Newfoundland  at  St.  Lawrence, 
Burin  Pen.  5 Aug  (Norm  & Gail  Wilson).  The 
largest  fall  concentrations  of  Turkey  Vulture 
in  the  Region  are  typically  at  Brier  I.,  NS, 
where  this  fall  there  were  14  on  27  Aug  and 
20  on  31  Oct  (EM). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  lone  Tundra  Swan  oversummering  at 
Cape  Freels,  NL  for  the  2nd  consecutive  sum- 
mer was  present  through  at  least  mid-Sep 
(Kevin  Butler).  Three  Wood  Ducks  were  well 
n.  of  the  known  breeding  range  at  Labrador 
City,  NL  4 Aug  (GP).  Eleven  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  reported  at 
eight  locations  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, while  12  were  reported  in 
one  location  at  St.John's,  NL. 

The  only  Tufted  Ducks  in  the 
Region  were  the  1 1 that  ar- 
rived to  winter  in  the  St. 

Johns  parks,  beginning  with 
the  first  2 on  19  Oct  (BMt).  A 
flock  of  4 Hooded  Mergansers 
at  Burgeo  in  late  Aug  may 
have  represented  the  2nd 
breeding  record  for  New- 
foundland (JCI  et  al.).  There 
was  a moderate  flight  of  Rud- 
dy Ducks  into  the  Region  in 
late  Oct-Nov,  with  up  to  27  at 
Bissett  L.,  Halifax,  NS  (fide 
AM)  and  2 in  St.  John’s,  NL 
(BMt  et  al.).  At  least  one  of 
the  6 Coopers  Hawks  reported  in  Nova  Scotia 
was  well  photographed  (fide  UH).  A spectac- 
ular migration  of  Broad-winged  Hawk  was 
noted  at  Brier  I.,  NS,  with  highest  counts  be- 


ing 500  on  28  Sep  and  1000  on  1 Oct  (EM). 
An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  was  photographed 
11-12  Oct  at  St.  Pierre,  SPM  PB).  Single  Sand- 
hill Cranes  in  Nova  Scotia  were  at  Windsor 
Forks,  Hants  17  Oct  and  Hebbville,  Lunen- 
burg, (date  unknown)  (both/ide  UH). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A nonbirder  photographed  an  unfamiliar  bird 
in  St.  John’s  cove  on  5 Aug;  photographs 
shown  to  the  birding  community  a month  lat- 
er revealed  Newfoundland’s  and  North  Amer- 
ica’s 3rd  record  of  Eurasian  Oystercatcher 
(fide  BMt).  The  previous  records  were  Tors 
Cove,  Avalon  Pen.  22-25  May  1994  and  East- 
port,  Bonavista  Pen.  4 Apr-2  May  1999. 
Eleven  American  Oystercatchers  were  at 
C.S.I.,  NS  31  Aug  QN,  MN).  The  only  report 
of  an  American  Avocet  was  at  Cole  Harbour, 
NS  6-8  Oct  (Sterling  Levy).  Record-high 
numbers  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  were  noted  e. 
of  the  main  migration  route  through  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  and  w.  Nova  Scotia:  Miquelon,  SPM 
had  a record  count  of  14  on  1 Oct  (RE,  LJ), 
while  Newfoundland  had  high  single  location 
counts  of  10  at  Eddies  Cove  East  10  Sep  (JG) 
and  6 at  St.  Shotts  3 Oct  (BMt).  A Marbled 
Godwit  at  Grand  Barachois,  SPM  10-12  Oct 


furnished  the  2nd  record  for  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon  (LJ,  RE).  Single  Western  Sand- 
pipers were  at  Morien  Bar,  C.B.L,  NS  11  Sep 
(SM)  and  The  Hawk,  C.S.L,  NS  14  Oct  (FL). 


The  neckband  on  this  Greater  Snow  Goose  photographed  10  November  2006  at  Clam 
Harbor,  Nova  Scotia  indicates  that  it  was  banded  9 August  2005  as  an  adult  female 
on  Bylot  Island,  off  northern  Baffin  Island,  Nunavut.  Photograph  by  Lucas  Berrigan. 
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Juvenile  Curlew  Sandpipers  are  far  less  numerous  than  adults  in  North  America.  This 
juvenile  present  at  Long  Beach,  near  Cape  Race,  Newfoundland  7-21  (here  15)  Octo- 
ber 2006  gave  observers  plenty  of  time  to  catch  up  with  this  less-than-annual  provin- 
cial rarity.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 


It  was  a fairly  good  fall  for  Baird’s  Sandpipers, 
with  at  least  17  reported  in  Nova  Scotia  and  a 
half-dozen  in  Newfoundland,  including  a late 
one  5 Nov  at  St.  Shotts  (KK  et  al.).  A juv. 
Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at  Long  Beach  near 
Cape  Race,  NL  7-21  Oct  (BMt  et  al.).  Two  Stilt 
Sandpipers  at  St.  Paul’s  Inlet,  NL  24  Aug  (JCl 
et  al.)  and  one  at  Renews,  NL  9 Sep  (DB  et  al.) 
were  above  the  annua!  quota  for 
Newfoundland.  It  was  a very  good 
year  for  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers, 
including  high  counts  of  15  at  the 
Sydney,  C.B.I.,  NS  airport  27  Aug 
(CM  et  al.),  21  at  Cape  Sable  L,  NS 
31  Aug  (JN  et  al.),  16  at  Cape 
Bonavista,  NL  6 Sep  (JJ),  and  9 at 
St.  Shotts,  NL  (BMt  et  al.).  There 
were  2 Ruffs  at  Cape  Sable,  C.S.I., 

NS  25  Sep  (BS,  SS)  and  a single  at 
St.  Paul’s  Inlet,  NL  24  Aug  (JC!  et 
al.).  Single  Long-billed  Dowitchers 
were  in  Nova  Scotia  at  Cape  Light, 

C.S.I.  30  Aug  (JCz  et  al.).  Bon 
Portage  I.  2 Sep  (JCz  et  al.),  Seal  I. 

6 Oct  (IM,  EM),  and  Cape  Sable  I. 

25  Oct-3  Nov  (MN  et  al.).  There 
were  early  high  counts  of  5000 
Red-necked  and  500  Red 
Phalaropes  off  Brier  L,  NS  9 Aug 
(BMy). 

While  both  South  Polar  and 
Great  Skua  are  routine  in  offshore 
waters  in  the  Region,  few  birders 
get  there,  making  near-land  obser- 
vations of  these  species  rather  ex- 
citing. Single  South  Polar  Skuas 
were  at  Brier  I.,  NS  27  Aug  (JS) 
and  30  Sep  (IM  et  al.),  and  at  least 
2 Great  Skuas  were  noted  off  Cape 
Race,  NL  in  Oct  (BMt).  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  is  by  the  far  the  least 
numerous  of  the  three  species  of 


jaeger  observed  from  land 
in  the  Region,  but,  like  the 
skuas,  is  not  rare  in  off- 
shore areas  rarely  visited  by 
birders.  A group  of  10 
imm.  Long-tailed  Jaegers  at 
West  Spit,  Sable  1.  10  Aug 
was  probably  comprised  of 
first-summer  birds,  which 
are  known  to  occur  regu- 
larly in  adjacent  New- 
foundland waters  in 
Jul-Aug  (ZL).  Laughing 
Gulls  returned  to  near-nor- 
mal numbers  after  an  un- 
precedented summer  in- 
flux, with  about  7 reported 
Regionwide.  The  only  Lit- 
tle Gull  reported  was  at 
Ballantynes  Cove,  Antigonish,  NS  18  Nov 
(EM,  IM).  The  first  of  4 Common  Gulls  in  St. 
John’s,  NL  during  the  period  was  an  ad.  12 
Oct  (BMt).  Yellow-legged  Gulls  continue  a 
slow  increase  in  Newfoundland,  with  the  first 
Aug  record,  an  ad.  well  photographed  at  Por- 
tugal Cove  South  6 Aug  (DB,  JCl),  and  single 
ads.  found  in  St.  John’s  30  Sep  and  8 Oct 


(BMt,  JCl);  the  latter  2 remained  to  winter  at 
the  St.  John’s  landfill.  An  ad.  Slaty-backed 
Gull  found  at  the  St.John’s  landfill  26  Nov  re- 
mained for  the  winter  (BMt,  JCl).  It  was  the 
4th  of  its  species  observed  at  this  site  since 
Jan  2006! 

A Sandwich  Tern  was  seen  at  Sable  I.,  NS 
12  Jun  (ZL).  Forster’s  Terns  were  found  at 
Port  Morien,  C.B.L,  NS  28  Oct  (one)  and  at 
Biscay  Bay,  NL  2-4  Nov  (2;  DS  et  al).  Hurri- 
cane Florence  was  apparently  responsible  for 
Newfoundland’s  2nd  Least  Tern,  a single  bird 
at  St.  Shotts  16  Sep  (JWe,  JCl,  KK).  The  only 
report  of  the  now-rare  Black  Tern  was  of  2 
imms.  at  Sable  I.,  NS  23-31  Aug  (ZL). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Nova  Scotia’s  36th  through  39th  White- 
winged Doves  were  feeder  birds  at  Advocate, 
Cumberland  9-11  (Jane  Mills),  Argyle  Head, 
Yannouth  15  Nov  (Sandy  Hiltz),  and  Canso 
23-26  Nov  (TK).  It  was  an  average  fall  for  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoos,  with  minimum  totals  of 
5 in  Newfoundland  and  20  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Record-late  and  critically  identified  Nova  Sco- 
tia Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  at 
Spryfield,  Halifax  16-20  Nov  (FL)  and  at  dif- 
ferent feeders  at  Ballantynes  Cove, 
Antigonish  9 Nov-4  Dec  and  13 
Nov-1  Dec  (m.ob.,  fide  IM).  An 
imm.  male  Rufous/Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird attended  Jim  Wilson’s 
Quispamsis,  NB  feeder  1-4  Oct. 
Typical  autumn  totals  of  the  s. 
woodpeckers  for  Nova  Scotia  were 
2 Red-headed  and  9 Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers. 

A wood-pewee  giving  calls  that 
resembled  the  song  of  Western 
Wood-Pewee  was  observed  near 
Cape  Spear,  NL  9 Oct  (KK).  A late 
Least  Flycatcher  was  at  St.  John’s, 
NL  31  Oct  (JWe  et  al.).  Five  of  the 
8 Western  Kingbirds  reported  Re- 
gionwide occurred  in  Nov.  A Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  found 
freshly  dead  under  a staircase  at 
Milton,  Queens,  NS  on  the  late  date 
of  23  Nov  (fide  HT).  Single  White- 
eyed Vireos  were  at  Hartlen  Pt., 
Halifax,  NS  8 Oct  (FL  et  al.)  and 
30  Nov  (TP),  and  single  Yellow- 
throated  Vireos  were  at  Jeddore, 
NS  13  Oct  (fide  HT)  and  Hartlen 
Pt.,  NS  24  Oct  (AH).  A very  late 
Warbling  Vireo  was  at  Canso,  NS 
25  Nov  (m.ob.).  Single  Marsh 
Wrens  in  Newfoundland,  where 
less  than  annual,  were  at  St.  John’s 
6-15  Nov  (AH  et  al.)  and  Renews 
12-25  Nov  (TB  et  al).  Four  Caroli- 


Twelve  Northern  Wheatears  were  found  in  Nova  Scotia  in  autumn  2006,  among  them 
birds:  at  Beach  Meadows  1 September  (top  left);  at  Argyle  Sound  10  September  (top 
right);  at  Pennant  Peninsula  21  September  (bottom  left);  and  at  Grand  Pre  23  October. 
The  last  bird  was  much  more  washed  out  than  the  other  (strongly  peach-toned)  birds, 
raising  the  possibility  that  it  was  of  the  nominate  subspecies  from  extreme  northwest- 
ern Canada  or  Alaska.  Photographs  by  Wayne  Forsythe,  Garvin  Swim,  Hans  Toom,  and  Lu- 
cas DeCicco,  respectively. 

< A record  high  total  of  21  Northern  Wheatears  was  tallied  Regionwide  s.  of  the 
-J  /I  breeding  range:  3 in  New  Brunswick,  1 1 in  Nova  Scotia,  and  7 in  Newfoundland,  6 
Aug-4  Nov,  the  majority  turning  up  in  Sep.  Strong  northerly  winds  during  much  of  Aug  over 
the  nw.  Atlantic  may  have  been  responsible  for  a displacement  of  Northern  Wheatears  mi- 
grating from  Labrador  and  the  e.  Canadian  Arctic  to  Europe.  The  influx  of  Common  Ringed 
Plovers  in  Newfoundland  may  have  been  part  of  the  same  displacement  phenomenon. 
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The  adult  Slaty-backed  Gull  found  at  the  landfill  in  St.  John's,  Newfoundland 
on  26  November  2006  was  the  fourth  individual  of  the  species  to  occur  at  this 
location  in  2006.  There  were  no  prior  records  for  the  province.  This  bird  re- 
mained for  the  winter.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 


na  Wrens  in  Nova  Scotia  was  about  average 
for  the  season. 

Twelve  Eastern  Bluebirds  at  Seal  I.,  NS  31 
Oct  was  an  excellent  total  during  migration 


A hatch-year  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  lingering  into  November  2006 
at  Ballantyne  Cove,  Nova  Scotia  (here  13  November)  provided  useful  insights 
into  identification  of  such  laggard  fall  hummers.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Stevens. 

(EM  et  al.).  A Redwing  in  St.  John’s,  NL  25 
Nov  provided  about  the  10th  provincial 
record  and  the  beginning  of  an  influx  into 
Newfoundland  (BMt,  JC1  et  al.).  A light  flight 
of  Bohemian  Waxwings  was  noted  across  the 
Region  starting  in  late  Oct. 


KM),  and  Lower  Rose  Bay,  NS  21 
Nov  (fide  JH).  Pine  Warbler  tal- 
lies included  a respectable  14  in 
Nova  Scotia,  all  in  Nov  (fide  Ken 
McKenna),  and  single  males  in 
Newfoundland  at  St.  Shotts  5 
Nov  and  Cappahayden  6 Nov 
(MP).  Prairie  Warbler  totals 
came  in  at  about  20  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  9 in  Newfoundland,  both 
average.  A Cerulean  Warblers  at 
Daniels  Head,  C.S.I.,  NS  15  Oct 
(MN)  was  the  only  one  reported. 
A Prothonotary  Warbler  was 
banded  at  Bon  Portage  I.,  NS  16 
Aug  (Mike  Peckford);  the  only 
other  one  reported  came  from 
Port  Mouton,  NS  25  Sep  (fide 
KM).  A female  Hooded  Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed at  C.S.I.,  NS  21  Sep  (Garvin 
Swim).  Twenty-one  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
were  tallied  in  Nova  Scotia,  all  but  2 in 
Oct/Nov  (fide  KM);  singles  made 
it  to  Newfoundland  and  St. 
Pierre  et  Miquelon.  Four  Con- 
necticut Warblers  were  found:  at 
C.S.I.,  NS  2 Sep  (JN  et  al.);  at 
Tiddville,  NS  1 Oct  (FL);  at 
Grand  Manan  I.,  NB  17  Sep  (ph. 
Merv  Cormier);  and  at 
Lorneville,  NB  19  Sep  (ST). 
Western  rarities  included  an 
Audubon’s  Warbler  at  Sum- 
merville Beach,  Queens,  NS  26 
Nov  (EM)  and  a Townsend’s 
Warbler  at  Spryfield,  NS  16-19 
(FL  et  al.). 

A late  Summer  Tanager  ap- 
peared at  St.  George,  NB  feeder 
15  Nov  and  remained  into  Dec 
(fide  JWi).  Single  Western  Tanagers  were  at 
Newcombe,  Lunenburg,  NS  28  Nov  (fide  JAH) 
and  Irish  Cove,  NS  25-30  Nov  (Barbara  Cash). 
There  were  6 Clay-colored  Sparrows  in  Nova 
Scotia  1 Oct-7  Nov  (fide  DM).  In  was  an  aver- 
age fall  for  Lark  Sparrow,  with  2 in  New- 
foundland and  8 in  Nova  Scotia.  Vagrant 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  in  Newfoundland  were 
singles  at  Cappahayden  1 1 Nov  (BMt)  and 
Cape  Race  18  Nov  (JWe).  Surprisingly,  there 
were  no  Blue  Grosbeaks  reported  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, but  there  was  one  near  Cape  Race,  NL  30 
Sep  QWe).  Making  up  for  the  lack,  a male 
Painted  Bunting  was  photographed  at  a feed- 
er at  Grand  Etang,  C.B.l.  25  Nov-Dec  (Melis- 
sa Welsh  et  al.).  Dickcissel  is  often  taken  for 
granted  in  autumn,  and  the  species  is  thus 
probably  under-reported;  however,  totals  of  12 
in  Newfoundland,  6 in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon, 
and  15  in  Nova  Scotia  indicate  an  above-aver- 
age fall  flight.  A meadowlark,  presumably  an 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Nova  Scotia  as  usual  had  the  lion’s  share  of 
vagrant  warblers,  including  all  of  the  Region’s 
Blue-winged  Warblers:  at  Pubnico  10  Sep 
QN),  at  Hartlen  Pt.  17-19  Sep  (TP,  FL),  and  at 
Forbes  Pt.,  Yarmouth  2 Oct  (Carolyn 
Matkovich).  Single  Golden-winged  Warblers 
were  found  at  Cape  Spear,  NL  24  Sep  (PL, 
J Cl)  and  at  Mobil,  NL  11  Nov  (Gene 
Herzberg),  the  latter  record  late  for  New- 
foundland. Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  at 
Cape  Race,  NL  30  Sep  QWe,  KK),  Miquelon, 
SPM  12  Nov  (MB),  Duncan’s  Cove,  NS  14 
Oct  (DC,  AV),  Bible  Hill,  NS  1-6  Nov  (fide 


Aside  from  its  crossed  bill,  this  Northern  Flicker  in  Dartmouth, 
Nova  Scotia  (here  3 November  2006)  appeared  to  be  other- 
wise healthy  and  normal.  Photograph  by  Bernard  Burke. 


Eastern,  was  a rarity  at  Cape  Race,  NL  21  Oct 
(BMt  et  al.).  Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  at  Cherry  Hill  Beach,  NS  27  Aug  (fide 
DM)  and  Seal  I.,  NS  27  Aug  (BMy).  The  finch 
world  was  lackluster,  with  no  significant  num- 
bers of  any  species  reported. 


This  Redwing,  about  the  tenth  for  Newfoundland,  joined  a 
flock  of  American  Robins  in  a St.  John's  suburb  on  25  No- 
vember 2006  (here) — the  first  in  an  unprecedented  flurry 
of  sightings  of  the  species  in  the  St.  John's  area  during  De- 
cember and  January.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
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Gibbons,  James  Hirtle,  Andy  Horn,  Anne 
Hughes,  Ulli  Hoger,  Laurent  Jackman,  Jon 
Joy,  Tom  Kavanaugh,  Ken  Knowles,  Fulton 
Lavender,  Lance  Lavioiette,  Paul  Linegar,  Zoe 
Lucas,  Angus  Maclean,  Bruce  Mactavish 
(BMt),  Blake  Maybank  (BMy),  David  Mc- 
Corquodale,  Ken  McKenna,  Ian  McLaren, 
Eric  Mills,  Cathy  Murrant,  Susan  Myers, 
Johnnie  Nickerson,  Terry  Pacquet,  Mike  Par- 
menter,  Gordon  Parsons,  Murray  Newell, 
Dave  Shepherd,  Betty  June  Smith,  Sid  Smith, 
Jane  Swift,  Stuart  Tingley,  Hans  Toom,  Azor 
Vienneau,  John  Wells,  Jim  Wilson.  O 
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32 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Quebec 


Ungava 

Peninsula 


• Matagami 


Chibou- 

•gamau 


® Rouyn 


•Amos 

L Saint- Jean  I 

Tadoussac* 
Cap-Tourmente 

ifafe*  Mont-  • Quebec  City* 

Laurier  Berthierville#  ... 

Montreal,  , «Victoriaville 
Gatineau  ^ t ^Sherbrooke 

L CA«mp"  BaMu  Febv'e 


^•Matane 


Comeau 


• Gaspe  Gu$°f 

* Perce  Lawrence 


Pierre  Rarmon  | Olivier  Barden 
Normand  David  | Samuel  Denauit 
Yves  Aubry 


Temperatures  for  autumn  2006  were 
near  normal  in  the  south  but  2°  C 
above  normal  in  the  northern  half  of 
the  province.  Southern  Quebec  had  precipita- 
tion amounts  greater  than  40%  above  normal. 
In  the  south,  November  turned  out  very  mild, 
allowing  many  birds  to  linger  late  in  the 
province,  among  them  12  species  of  warblers. 
Song  Thrush  and  Gray  Kingbird  were  new  for 
the  Region,  bringing  to  four  the  number  of 
new  species  documented  in  2006  in  the 
province. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Pink-footed  Goose  at  Penouille  20-30  Oct 
provided  a first  record  for  the  Gaspe  Pen.  and 
our  10th  Regional  record  (S.  Marchand, 
m.ob.,  ph.) . Single  Barnacle  Geese  stopped  at 
Laval  16  Oct  (GLa)  and  at  Metabetchouan  17- 
19  Oct  (M.  Tremblay,  D.  Gervais  et  al.).  Two 
Trumpeter  Swans  were  photographed  at  L. 
Duparquet  (Abitibi)  8-15  Oct,  furnishing  the 
8th  Regional  record  since  1990  (J-  Lecours, 
fide  D.  Lepage).  Again  this  fall,  a male  Buffle- 
head  x Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  was  re- 
ported at  Laval  6-30  Nov+,  presumably  the 
same  bird  seen  annually  since  1999  (GLa). 
Seven  Wild  Turkeys  at  Saint-Barthelemy  27 
Nov  were  apparently  part  of  a larger  flock  re- 
leased by  local  farmers  (R.  Houde). 

An  imm.  Pacific  Loon  was  an  exciting  find 
at  Gascons  17-18  Sep  (D.  Mercier,  JR.  Lepage 
et  al).  Two  Greater  Shearwaters  were  a rare 
occurrence  at  Metis  30  Sep  (GG,  DR).  Two 
Manx  Shearwaters  in  fresh  water  at  Saint-Val- 
lier  20  Aug  provided  a 3rd  record  for  the 
Quebec  City  region  (C.  Vachon,  D.  Boutin, 
JL);  singles  were  also  detected  from  the 
Matane-Godbout  ferry  7 Oct  (GG,  DR)  and 


at  Cap-des-Rosiers  29  Oct,  the  latter  tying  the 
record-late  date  for  the  Region  (DJ,  E.  As- 
selin).  Single  imm.  Northern  Gannets  strayed 
westward  to  Saint-Jean-sur- Richelieu  5 Nov 
(N.  Frappier),  Victoriaville  11  Nov  (M.  Gre- 
goire),  and  Montreal  30  Nov  (PB).  An 
unidentified  male  frigatebird  at  Pabos  Mills 
22  Oct  0-  Blais)  and  Chandler  3 Nov  (D. 
Lavoie)  caused  some  excitement  in  the  Gaspe 
Pen. 

A Great  Egret  at  Chambly  24  Nov  was 
record  late  (MB,  MM).  Two  Snowy  Egrets 
continued  at  Sainte-Catherine  until  at  least  14 
Aug  (PB);  another  showed  up  at  Pointe  Ya- 
machiche  18  Aug-10  Sep  0-  Gelinas,  m.ob.). 
A Little  Blue  Heron  at  1’Anse- 
au-Griffon  9 Aug  was  found 
dead  the  next  day  (B. 

Chouinard,  fide  DJ).  Single 
Cattle  Egrets  were  found  at 
Beauharnois  9-13  Aug  (M. 

Ouellet,  R.  Guillet  et  al.), 

Mercier  21  Oct  (fide  J.  La- 
plante),  and  in  the  Magdalen 
Is.  11-30  Nov  (DGG  et  al.). 

Single  Glossy  Ibis  paused  at 
Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley 
16  Sep  (B.  Turgeon  et  al.) 
and  at  Levis  3 Oct  (PA. 

Gagnon).  Two  other  ibis 
could  only  be  identified  as 
White-faced/Glossy:  one  at 
Cap-Tourmente  7 Oct  (DO, 

D.  Paquette)  and  one  at  Vic- 
toriaville 15  Oct  (JL,  DB). 

A Black  Vulture  visited 
Cap-des-Rosiers  26  Sep  (JR 
Salin,  fide  S.  Brodeur).  Num- 
bers of  Bald  Eagles  at  the  Ta- 
doussac  hawkwatch  reached 
187  this  fall,  a new  high 
(SBe,  SD).  Swainson’s  Hawks 
have  been  increasingly  re- 
ported in  the  Region  in  re- 
cent years;  this  fall,  a subad. 
light  morph  was  observed  migrating  over 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue  10  Sep  (BB),  and  a 
juv.  dark  morph  was  photographed  and  seen 
by  many  at  Longue-Rive  19-23  Oct  (SD,  SBe 
et  al).  Other  observers  had  apparently  no- 
ticed the  latter  bird  8 Oct  0-  Tremblay  et  al.). 
Single  calurus  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  docu- 
mented at  La  Baie  10  & 25  Sep  (M.  Tremblay, 
S.  Tremblay,  H.  Simard,  GS,  ph.)  and  at 
Gatineau  24  Nov,  where  presumably  the  same 
individual  was  back  again  for  the  4th  winter 
(A.  Cloutier  et  al.). 

CRANES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Sandhill  Cranes  reached  an  all  time  high  of 
4308  at  their  Palmarolle  staging  area  20  Sep 


(SG).  A Willcl  appeared  at  Bonavenlure  1-5 
Sep  (AC,  YC).  A juv.  Western  Sandpiper  was 
photographed  by  visiting  French  birders  at 
New  Carlisle  5 Sep  (A.  Larousse,  JP  Jordan  et 
al.).  Peaks  of  315  Whimbrels,  75  Hudsonian 
Godwits,  920  Red  Knots,  and  12,000  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  in  early  Aug  were  notable 
for  the  Mingan  Archipelago  (YA,  YR,  CB). 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  made  a strong  ap- 
pearance throughout  the  Region,  with  a peak 
of  17  at  Saint-Michel-de-Bellechasse  9 Sep, 
possibly  a record  high  for  a single  locality  in 
the  Region  (JL,  m.ob.).  A Wilsons  Phalarope 
was  late  at  Sainte-Luce  16  Oct  (YC,  AC). 

A late  first-winter  Laughing  Gull  was  spot- 


ted at  Levis  19  Nov  (G.  Lemelin).  Meta- 
betchouan hosted  a juv.  Little  Gull  6 Sep 
(SBo),  while  an  ad.  was  late  at  Chambly  24 
Nov-2  Dec  (PB,  m.ob.).  Single  Black-headed 
Gulls  at  Riviere  Saint-Jean  26  Oct  (CB),  Sept- 
lles  18  Nov  (BD),  and  Tadoussac  15  Nov  (R. 
Pintiaux)  were  noteworthy.  An  ad.  Mew  Gull 
was  well  documented  at  Portneuf-sur-nrer  16 
Nov  (SD),  while  another  stopped  at  Sept-lles 
25  Nov  (BD).  A juv.  Sabine  Gull  at  Levis  1 Oct 
was  apparently  the  only  one  for  this  season 
(JL,  DB),  while  an  Ivory  Gull  was  a highlight 
at  Sept-lles  18-21  Nov  (BD,  CC  et  al.). 

A White-winged  Dove  accompanying 
Mourning  Doves  made  a brief  stop  at  a Saint- 
Anne-de-Beaupre  feeder  17  Nov  (C.  Tremblay, 


This  dark-morph  juvenile  Swainson's  Hawk  was  present  at  Longue-Rive  19  (here) 
through  23  October  2006 — the  fourth  record  in  Quebec  in  two  years  and  the  first 
individual  to  be  observed  for  more  than  one  day.  Photograph  by  Samuel  Denauit 
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ft  While  Northern  Wheatears  are  reported  nearly  annually  in  fall  in 
t\  the  e.  half  of  the  Region,  this  autumn's  incursion  late  Aug— mid- 
Sep  (Table  1),  involving  several  ad.  males,  was  much  more  substantia! 
than  most  years  and  mirrors  the  spate  of  records  elsewhere  in  coastal  lo- 
cations of  e.  Canada  and  New  England  in  that  same  short  time  frame. 


Table  1 , Reports  of  Northern  Wheatears  in  Quebec,  fall  2006. 

Date 

Number  and  Location 

Observers) 

29  Aug 

1,  Pointe-au-Pere 

D.  Levair 

31  Aug 

1,  Sept-lles 

C.  Bordage,  C.  Bordage 

2 Sep 

2,  Baie-Trinite 

JF.  Laporte,  B.  Duchesne 

6-7  Sep 

1,  Beauport 

j.  Beaudoin 

10-11  Sep 

1,  Gaspe 

E.  Asselin,  D.  Jalbert 

14-16  Sep 

1,  Metabetchouan 

D.  Gervais,  M.  Tremblay  etal. 

16  Sep 

1,  Quebec  City 

C.  Nadeau 

4 Oct 

1,  Quebec  City 

L.  Messely 

M.  Lagace,  fide  GLo).  Five  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  were  discovered  16-30  Sep,  and  late 
birds  were  located  at  Pointe-des-Monts  7 Oct 
(BG)  and  Port-Saint-Frangois  27  Oct  (R.  Bar- 
beau,  J.  Brunelle).  A Snowy  Owl  at  Saint-Hy- 
acinthe  5 Aug+  (JSG),  and  one  found  dead  at 
Laval  29  Aug  (fide  JSG),  provided  interesting 
summer  records  for  s.  Quebec.  A summering 
Great  Gray  Owl  was  at  Bic  PR  29  Aug  (D. 
Ruest,  JR  Saint-Cyr).  A Whip-poor-will  at 
Forestville  13  Oct  bested  by  five  days  the 
record-late  date  from  1944  (R.  Gilbert).  An 
unidentified  hummingbird  was  at  La  Baie  on 
the  late  date  of  26  Nov  (S.  Charest). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH 
THRUSHES 

Single  imm.  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were 
reported  from  Quebec  City  24  Aug  (MR), 
Pointe-des-Monts  14  Oct  (BG),  and  Sainte- 
Anne-de-Bellevue  17  Oct  (BB).  The  local 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  pair  in  Chateau- 
guay  was  still  present  16  Aug+  (PB),  where- 
as wandering  individuals  were  noted  at  feed- 
ers in  the  Magdalen  Is.  16  Oct  (C.  Cyr)  and 
at  Sainte-Hedwidge  7-29  Nov  (A.  Girard,  I. 
Martel  et  al),  the  latter  representing  only  the 
2nd  record  for  the  Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean 
region. 

Intriguing  for  the  date,  an  unidentified 
Myiarchus  flycatcher  was  glimpsed  at  Cap- 
Tourmente  5 Oct  (RD,  FD).  A long-staying 
imm.  Gray  Kingbird  contrasted  with  the 
landscape  of  LAnse-a-Beaufils,  Gaspe  Pen.  5- 
30  Nov,  a Regional  first,  adding  to  only  a 
handful  of  records  from  e.  Canada  (J.  Wise- 
man, m.ob.,  ph.).  An  imm.  White-eyed  Vireo 
at  Metabetchouan  2 Oct  was  a first  for  the 
Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean  region  (SBo).  A record- 


late  Philadelphia  Vireo  lingered  at 
Beauport  16-17  Nov  (JMG,  ph.).  A 
Black-billed  Magpie  seen  in  a 
forested  region  n.  of  Authier-Nord, 
Abitibi  18  Oct  seemed  likely  to  be  a 
genuine  stray  from  the  west  (vt.  B. 
Gagnon);  many  historical  records 
in  the  Region,  however,  may  per- 
tain to  released  or  escaped  birds. 

East  of  their  slowly  contracting 
range,  late  Purple  Martins  were 
noted  singly  at  La  Pocatiere  15  Oct 
(C.  Auchu)  and  Riviere-Hatee  16 
Oct  (RS-L).  A tardy  Tree  Swallow 
lingered  at  Sainte-Catherine  19 
Nov  (P.  Otis).  A White-breasted 
Nuthatch  at  Pointe-des-Monts  16 
Sep  was  well  n.  of  its  range  (R. 
Gilbert).  An  extraordinary  concen- 
tration of  100  House  Wrens  at 
Ruau  I.  of  the  Montmagny  Archi- 
pelago 19  Aug  was  especially  sur- 
prising, as  this  location  is  near  the  e.  limits  of 
its  range,  out  of  which  it  seldom  strays  (A. 
Desrochers,  R Lamothe  et  al.,  fide  YA);  a sin- 
gle bird  at  Tadoussac  2 Oct  was  unusual  (SD). 
Ten  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  reported 
this  fall  in  the  Region,  the  tardiest  at  Chandler 
11  Nov  (R.  Garrett,  M.  Garant). 

The  seasons  only  Townsend’s  Solitaire  was 
noted  at  Saint-Adalbert  11  Nov  (JG. 
Chouinard,  J.  Dussault).  The  skulking  Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  was  reported  more  widely 
than  usual  during  its  short  stopover  through 
the  inhabited  regions  of  the  province,  peaking 
in  the  night  of  26-27  Sep  at  Quebec  City,  with 
a conservative  estimate  of  2015  individuals 
identified  by  flight  call  (OB).  A hardy  Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  at  Boischatel  18-20  Nov 
(JMG,  OB,  ph.)  was  record  late. 

MIMIDS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

This  fall’s  bumper  crop  of  Mountain  Ash 
across  the  Region  surely  aided  in  retaining  a 
high  count  of  5 Northern  Mockingbirds  at 
Sept-lles  11  Nov,  well  n.  of  their  typical 
range  (JFL  et  al.).  An  unfortunate  Magnolia 
Warbler  hopping  in  the  tundra  near  Kangiq- 
sujuaq,  Nunavik  11  Sep  had  chosen  an  un- 
usual migration  stopover  site  (E  Rousseu). 
An  ad.  female  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 


delighted  many  at  He  Sainte-Helene  (Mon- 
treal) 4 Nov+  (D.  Demers,  DO,  m.ob.,  ph.), 
only  the  4th  documented  Regional  record 
and  2nd  in  as  many  years.  Single  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  were  seen  at  feeders  in 
Lachenaie  6 Nov  (JP.  Hameury)  and  Saint- 
Urbain,  Charlevoix  24-30  Nov  (C.  Pinel).  A 
female  Prairie  Warbler  was  found  at  Sainte- 
Therese-de-Gaspe  24  Sep  (M.  Larrivee).  The 
flurry  of  birders  chasing  the  lie  Sainte- 
Helene  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  led  to 
the  discovery  of  a Worm-eating  Warbler  only 
a few  hundred  m from  the  Black-throated 
Gray  7-10  Nov  (A.  Quenneville,  m.ob.,  ph.), 
providing  the  3rd  Regional  fall  record  for 
this  species,  which  is  most  often  found  in 
spring.  An  imm.  Connecticut  Warbler  was 
intercepted  in  migration  at  Neuville  on  the 
early  date  of  13  Aug  (FD,  RD).  An  ad.  female 
Hooded  Warbler  at  Quebec  City  4-6  Nov 
provided  another  rare  fall  record  (just  the 
3rd  in  autumn  ever)  of  a species  normally 
seen  in  spring  (G.  Cyr,  m.ob.,  ph.).  A very 
late  Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  Wakeham, 
Gaspesie  17  Nov  (DJ).  A Yellow-breasted 
Chat  of  the  expected  nominate  subspecies 
was  at  Quebec  City  1-2  Oct  (A.  Gagnon,  MR, 
L.  Plante). 

A lost  and  late  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Sept- 
iles  2 Nov  (L.  Dube).  A male  Western  Tanag- 
er stopped  by  a yard  in  LAscension-de-Pat- 
apedia  27  Oct,  three  years  after  the  last  Re- 
gional fall  record  (C.  Francoeur).  A wayward 
Field  Sparrow  graced  Sept-lles  4 Nov  (N. 
Chouinard,  B.  Poulin).  Surprisingly  regular 
on  the  North  Shore  in  fall,  single  Lark  Spar- 
rows were  noted  at  Tadoussac  16  Sep  (SD, 
SBe)  and  9 Oct  (YR),  while  one  was  at  LAnse- 
au-Griffon  24  Qct+  0-  Lacasse,  DJ  et  al).  A 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at  Granby  22 
Sep  was  rare  for  the  inland  location  (MB, 
MM).  Six  Dickcissels  were  recorded  between 
10  Sep  and  8 Oct,  all  e.  of  Quebec  City,  as  is 
most  often  the  case.  An  Eastern  Meadowlark 
at  Mont-Brun  30  Oct-1  Nov  was  a first  fall 
record  for  Abitibi  (SG).  A male  Bullock’s  Ori- 
ole was  sighted  at  Havre-aux-Maisons,  Mag- 
dalen Is.  1 Nov,  providing  only  the  2nd  pho- 
tographically documented  record  for  the  Re- 
gion (N.  Langford,  ph.).  While  displaced  Bal- 
timore Orioles  usually  peak  in  Oct  on  the  up- 


r ft  Meticulous  record  keeping  by  Icelandic  birders  (see  <http://www.hi.is/~yannk/index-eng.htm!>)  has  demonstrat- 
J n ed  that  significant  numbers  of  European  migrant  passerines  make  it  part  of  the  way  across  the  North  Atlantic  annu- 
ally in  fall.  Very  few  ever  make  it  to  the  eyes  of  North  American  birders  on  the  coasts,  let  alone  to  inland  locations.  A Song 
Thrush  was  thus  a heart-stopping  sight  in  a Saint-Fuigence,  Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean  yard  11-17  Nov  (C.  Samson,  D.  Cote,  GS 
et  al.,  ph.).  The  skittish  first-year  bird  was  only  identified  16  Nov,  and  it  was  subsequently  observed  by  fewer  than  a dozen 
birders  the  following  day.  It  was  presumed  to  have  departed  the  next  evening,  with  the  passage  of  a cold  front.  If  accepted, 
this  would  represent  a first  for  North  America. 
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This  adult  Gray  Kingbird,  the  first  for  Quebec,  spent  5-30  (here  9)  November  2006  at  L'Anse-a-Beaufils,  near  the  tip  of  the  Gaspe 
Peninsula.  This  individual  fed  mainly  on  the  fruits  of  the  Seabuckthorn  ( Hippophae  rhamnoides).  Photograph  byAlbini  Couture. 


per  North  Shore,  the  highest  concentrations 
were  attained  farther  ne.  late  in  the  season, 
with  a daily  maximum  of  5 at  Sept-Iles  11 
Nov  (BD,  CC). 

A good  fall  was  expected  for  White-winged 
Crossbills  following  the  phenomenal  cone 
crop  and  late-summer  incursion  of  the 
species  into  much  of  the  Region,  but  few 
could  have  fathomed  totals  of  82,952  at  Ta- 
doussac  late  Aug-25  Nov  (SBe,  SD)  and 
143,687  at  Pointe-des-Monts  4-19  Oct,  with 
a single-day  high  count  of  34,782  on  10  Oct 
(E  Gagnon,  BG).  The  unique  geographical 
situation  of  Pointe-des-Monts  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  estuary  surely  created  a concentra- 
tion effect  higher  than  that  of  Tadoussac’s, 
mainly  known  for  its  bottlenecking  of  raptors 
in  fall.  Common  Redpolls  also  came  through 
in  impressive  numbers,  with  totals  of  42,433 
and  33,181  at  Tadoussac  and  Pointe-des- 
Monts  respectively,  and  a single-day  maxi- 
mum of  17,587  on  10  Oct  at  the  latter  study 
site.  A count  of  18  Hoary  Redpolls  mainly 
picked  out  in  flight  over  Tadoussac  19  Nov 
was  noteworthy  (SBe,  SD).  Pine  Siskins  were 
also  flying  southwestward  in  droves,  mainly 
in  Oct,  with  season  totals  of  10,083  at  Ta- 
doussac and  5677  at  Pointe-des-Monts,  also 
peaking  at  the  latter  location  10  Oct  with 
3036.  The  study  period  was  15  days  at 
Pointe-des-Monts  compared  to  90  days  at  Ta- 
doussac. 

Addendum:  Three  imm.  Trumpeter  Swans 
photographed  at  Mashteuiatsh,  near  Roberval 
4 Jun  2006  were  the  first  for  the  Sague- 


nay-Lac-Saint-Jean area  and  represented  the 
7th  record  for  the  Region  since  reintroduction 
programs  were  initiated  in  the  Great  Lakes 
Region  in  the  early  1990s  (MC.  Harvey). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): P.  Bannon  (Montreal),  B.  Barnhurst,  S. 
Belleau,  M.  Berlinguette,  S.  Boivin,  D.  Boutin, 
C.  Buidin,  A.  Couture,  C.  Couture,  Y.  Cyr,  E 
Dion,  R.  Dion,  B.  Duchesne,  R.  Fortin  (Low- 
er St.  Lawrence),  S.  Gagnon,  DG.  Gaudet 
(Magdalen  Is.),  B.  Gendreau,  G.  Gendron,  JM. 
Giroux,  JS.  Guenette,  L.  Imbeau  (Abitibi),  D. 
Jalbert,  G.  Lachaine,  J.  Lachance  (Quebec 
City),JE  Laporte,  M.  Maheu,  D.  Ouellette,  P 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  M.  Raymond,  Y.  Rochep- 
ault  (North  Shore),  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  D. 
Ruest,  R.  Saint-Laurent  (Lower  St. 
Lawrence),  G.  Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint- 
Jean),  D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais). 


Pierre  Bannon,  1517  leprohon, 

Montreal,  Quebec  H4E1P1 
(pbannon@videotron.ca) 

Olivier  Barden,  1652  rue  de  Bruyeres 
Sainte-Foy,  Quebec  G1 W 3H1 
(whitephasegyrfalcon@hotmail.com) 
Normand  David,  516  Shakespeare 
Dollard-des-Ormeaux,  Quebec  H9G 1A2 
(normanddavid@videotron.ca) 

Samuel  Denault,  75  Beauchemin 
Saint-Basile-le-Grand,  Quebec  J3N  1J6 
(samuel.denault@videotron.ca) 

Yves  Aubry,  Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
P.0  Box  10100,  Sainte-Foy,  Quebec  G1 V 4H5 
(yves.aubry@ec.gc.ca) 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
F 0 R 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 


DAf 
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New  England 


Walter  G.  Ellison  Nancy  L.  Martin 


The  weather  during  autumn  2006  was 
essentially  average  over  the  first  three 
months  and  far  warmer  than  average  in 
November.  It  was  a wet  October  in  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  but  October  precipitation  was 
average  in  Boston.  With  uneventful  weather 
came  a largely  mediocre  fall  migration;  there 
were  few  big  (light  days  for  most  bird  species. 
Modest  songbird  flights  accompanied  north- 
westerly winds  on  4-5  and  9-10  September. 
There  were  modest  coastal  sea  duck  and 
seabird  flights  on  28  October  and  21-28  No- 
vember, respectively.  The  Regions  best-ever 
Golden  Eagle  migration  and  the  best  North- 
ern Wheatear  flight  in  11  years  were  excep- 
tions to  the  general  migratory  doldrums. 

Still,  if  this  was  a mediocre  birding  season, 
many  birders  would  not  be  too  upset  with  a 
mediocrity  that  produces  Burrowing  Owl, 
Black-chinned  and  Calliope  Hummingbirds, 
Loggerhead  Shrike,  Bell’s  Vireos,  Cave  Swal- 
lows, Virginia’s  Warblers,  Green-tailed 
Towhee,  and  Painted  Buntings — not  to  men- 
tion a great  flycatcher  season,  with  highlights 
being  singles  of  Gray  Kingbird,  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher,  Gray  Flycatcher,  and  Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  the  latter  two 
species  representing  Regional  firsts.  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  shared  a first  Western 
Reef-Heron,  and  other  waterbirds  of  note 
were  White-faced  Storm-Petrel,  Anhinga, 
Magnificent  Frigatebird,  and  Gull-billed  Tern. 

Abbreviations:  A.P  (Andrew’s  Pt.,  Rockport, 
Essex,  MA);  Charlotte  (L.  Champlain  shore, 
Charlotte,  Chittenden , VT);  D.C.W.M.A. 
(Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison  and  Panton, 
Addison , VT);  Gay  Head  (Martha’s  Vineyard, 
Dukes,  MA);  G.M.N.W.R.  (Great  Meadows 
N.W.R.,  Concord,  Middlesex,  MA);  Ham- 
monasset  (Hammonasset  Beach  S.P.,  Madison, 


New  Haven,  CT);  Lighthouse  Pt.  (New  Haven, 
New  Haven,  CT),  Monhegan  (Monhegan  1., 
Lincoln,  ME);  S.  Monomoy  (South  Monomoy 
[.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA);  Plum  1.  (Plum 
I.,  Newbury/Rowley,  Essex,  MA);  S.  Beach 
(South  Beach  I.,  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA); 
Trustom  Pond  (Trustom  Pond  N.W.R.,  S. 
Kingstown,  Washington,  Rl). 

WATERFOWL 

Reports  of  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  con- 
tinue to  burgeon,  with  a record  total  of  at  least 
16  this  autumn,  7 Oct+;  14  were  found  in  s. 
New  England,  and  2 were  far  n.  in  Aroostook, 
ME  22  Oct-5  Nov  (BS).  For  the  first  time  in 
13  years,  no  Ross’s  Geese  were  found  during 
fall  migration;  not  surprisingly,  this  coincided 
with  an  apparently  lackluster  Snow  Goose 
season  in  the  L.  Champlain  Valley.  On  the 
other  hand,  Cackling  Geese  were  relatively 
numerous,  with  15  reported;  there  were  at 
least  5 in  Vermont,  including  3 at  D.C.W.M.A. 
15  Oct  (TM,  tTW  et  al.),  3 in  Maine  in  Aroos- 
took 22  Oct-5  Nov  (BS),  6 in  Massachusetts, 
and  2 in  Connecticut.  The  Nutmeg  State  also 
had  2 Barnacle  Geese:  at  Newtown,  Faiifield 
30  Oct-Dec  (m.ob.)  and  at  Fairfield  18  Nov 


(C.  Lovell).  A Black  Brant  was  found  in  Ply- 
mouth, MA  28-31  Oct  (DF  et  al.)  and  was 
photographed  19  Nov  with  a closely  associat- 
ed Pale-bellied  Brant  and  3 intermediate- 
plumaged  juvs.  (ph.  G.  Harriman).  The  only 
Tundra  Swan  of  the  season  was  far  sw.  at 
Stamford,  Faiifield,  CT  3 Nov  (M.  Moccio). 
The  9 Eurasian  Wigeons  found  were  seen  at 
traditional  venues  in  coastal  New  Hampshire 
(one),  Massachusetts  (4),  and  Rhode  Island 
(2).  We  seldom  receive  counts  of  hybrids  of 


American  Black  Duck  x Mallard,  although 
they  are  not  rare,  so  a report  of  32  at  Boston 
19  Nov  (RMS)  was  of  interest. 

Reports  of  Canvasback  were  few  and  local- 
ized, with  a maximum  of  42  at  Fresh  Pond, 
Cambridge,  Middlesex,  MA  30  Nov  (J.  B. 
Miller).  After  autumn  2005’s  influx,  Redheads 
were  widespread  but  far  less  numerous,  with 
about  20  found  in  four  states.  Inland  saltwa- 
ter sea  ducks  included  an  imm.  male  King  Ei- 
der at  Grand  Isle,  VT  1 1-17  Nov  (tDJH  et  al.), 
Common  Eiders  at  Charlotte  21  Oct  (AS)  and 
Grand  Isle  5 Nov  (DJH),  and  drake  Harlequin 
Ducks  at  Shelburne  Pt.,  Chittenden,  VT  22 
Nov-Jan  (tTW,  DCa  et  al.)  and  on  the  Ken- 
nebec R.  and  nearby  McGrath  Pond,  Ken- 
nebec, ME  15-25  Nov  (W.  Sumner,  D.  Mairs, 
ph.  LRB).  The  5000  White-winged  Scoters  at 
Chilmark,  Dukes,  MA  16  Oct  (A.  Keith)  made 
a good  count  for  recent  years.  Black  Scoters 
dominated  a good  scoter  flight  26  & 28  Oct, 
with  3000  inland  at  Charlotte  on  the  former 
date  (RBL,  TM)  and  a record  4820  at  Rye, 
Rockingham,  NH  (SM)  and  4990  at  A.P.  (MJI) 
on  the  latter  date.  Stray  summering  ducks  in- 
cluded hen  Buffleheads  at  Rochester,  Straf- 
ford, NH  and  at  L.  Josephine,  Easton,  Aroost- 
ook, ME  (BS),  plus  a Com- 
mon Goldeneye  at  West- 
port,  Faiifield,  CT  9 Aug  (A. 
Coffee).  Nineteen  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  arrived  in  Nov 
in  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
and  Maine;  Maine  hosted 
the  high  count  of  8 on  the 
Stillwater  R.,  Orono, 
Penobscot  12  Nov  (J. 
Markowsky).  Ruddy  Duck 
numbers  were  above  aver- 
age, with  a Maine  record 
count  of  656  at  Sabattus 
Pond,  Androscoggin  9 Nov 
(DL)  and  1100  at  Trustom 
Pond  25  Nov  (fide  RF). 

LOONS  THROUGH 
VULTURES 

The  Red-throated  Loon  mi- 
gration featured  inland  fall- 
outs and  some  good  coastal 
flights,  including  inland  counts  of  6 on 
Arnold  Brook  L.,  Presque  Isle,  Aroostook,  ME 
(BS);  6 on  Batterson  Pond,  Farmington,  Hart- 
ford, CT  16  Nov  (R  Cianfaglione);  57  at  Char- 
lotte 18  Nov  (TM,  AS,  RBL);  and  9 at  Vernon, 
Windham,  VT  30  Nov  (TS,  HG).  Coastal  max- 
ima were  998  at  A.P.  13  Nov  (RH)  and  2100  at 
Corporation  Beach,  Brewster,  Barnstable,  MA 
24  Nov  (PF).  The  now-annual  handful  of  Pa- 
cific Loon  reports  included  one  at  Scarbor- 
ough, Cumberland,  ME  8 Oct  ( fide  DL),  one 


Brant  mysteries  continue.  This  photograph  provides  rare  documentation  of  Black  Brant 
x Pale-bellied  (Atlantic)  Brant  intergrades — a family  with  Black  (center)  and  Pale-bel- 
lied  (right  of  center)  parents  and  three  offspring  (marked  by  pale-fringed  mantle  and 
covert  feathers) — that  frequented  Plymouth,  Massachusetts  from  28  October  to  at 
least  22  (here  1 9)  November  2006.  Note  the  differences  in  flank,  breast,  and  back  color 
and  pattern  of  the  adults  and  youngsters.  Photograph  by  Gene  Harriman. 
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r A New  England's  2nd  Western  Reef-Heron  was  shared  between  coastal  New  Hampshire  and  Maine  9 
ft  Aug-20  Sep.  The  bird  was  initially  photographed  from  a whale-watching  boat  in  Rye  Harbor,  NH  (M. 
Houston),  but  the  photographs  did  not  come  to  light  until  after  the  bird  had  been  rediscovered  at  Kittery,  York, 
ME  18  Aug  (LB,  m.ob.).  The  celebrated  slate-colored  heron  eventually  proved  most  reliable  in  Portsmouth  and 
New  Castle,  Rockingham,  NH,  where  it  was  seen  almost  daily  and  often  photographed.  Comparison  with  pho- 
tographs of  the  Western  Reef-Heron  that  summered  near  Halifax,  NS  strongly  suggests  that  this  was  the  same 
individual.  This  bird  provided  a first  record  for  both  states. 


off  Wasque  Pt.,  Dukes,  MA 
31  Oct  (P  A.  Buckley  et  al.), 
and  the  last  at  Herring 
Cove,  Provincetown,  Barn- 
stable, MA  12  Nov  (BN).  A 
new  nesting  area  for  Pied- 
billed Grebe — Brentwood 
Mitigation  Area  in  Rocking- 
ham, NH — had  an  encour- 
aging total  of  27,  including 

16  juvs.,  16  Aug  (TB,  L.  Denting).  It  was  a 
good  autumn  for  Eared  Grebes,  including  the 
first  photographically  documented  for  Maine 
at  the  Sanford  Sewage  Lagoon,  York  2-6  Sep 
(ph.  LB,  ph.  PV,  LRB;  six  previous  sight  re- 
ports); the  long-lived  Niles  Beach,  Gloucester, 
Essex,  MA  bird  returned  for  its  12th 
winter  23  Sep  (m.ob.);  another  was  at 
another  reliable  venue,  Trustom  Pond 

17  Oct-19  Nov  (M.J.  Murray  et  al.); 
another  wintering  bird  arrived  30  Nov 
at  Rye,  NH  (D.  Hubbard,  ph.  SM, 
m.ob.).  Two  Western  Grebes  included 
one  at  Phippsburg,  Sagadhoc,  ME  19 
Nov  (fide  DL)  and  one  at  Revere  and 
Hull,  Essex,  MA  26-29  Nov  (ph.  S. 
Zendeh,  BC). 

Tubenoses  were  scarce  inshore,  but 
numbers  seemed  average  in  pelagic 
waters,  e.g.,  7500  Greater  Shearwaters 
on  Nantucket  Shoals  18  Nov  (RH  et 
al.).  Another  successful  Hydrographer 
Canyon  expedition  produced  reports 
of  6 Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  3 White- 
faced Storm-Petrels,  and  a Cory’s 
Shearwater  apparently  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species (sometimes  referred  to  as  “Scopoli’s 
Shearwater”)  26  Aug  (RH  et  al).  Two  North- 
ern Gannets  strayed  inland:  a juv.  at  Charlotte 
26  Oct  (RBL)  was  not  without  precedent,  but 
another  found  dead  on  L.  Winnepesaukee  at 
Alton,  Belknap,  NH  1 Nov  (tj.  Cooley,  Jr.,  K. 
Taylor)  was  far  more  unusual.  The 
best  coastal  gannet  count  was  3500  at 
Corporation  Beach,  Brewster,  MA  24 
Nov  (PF).  Both  pelican  species  made 
appearances,  with  a single  American 
White  Pelican  at  Portsmouth,  Rock- 
ingham, NH  21  Oct  (tK.  Ciborowski) 
and  4 at  Hammonasset  2 Nov  (M. 
Schafnacker)  and  one  still  there  10 
Nov  (ph.  P Fusco).  A Brown  Pelican 
was  photographed  plunge-diving  in 
Boston  Harbor  2-3  Oct  (ph.  A.  Mow- 
bray). None  of  4 inland  Great  Cor- 
morants in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Massachusetts  were  far  above  the 
coastal  fall  line.  Two  Anhingas  were 
reported  from  sw.  Connecticut:  at 
Quaker  Ridge,  Fairfield  6 Sep  (tB. 

Bielfelt  et  al.)  and  Lighthouse  Pt.  10 


Oct  (tBB);  as  usual,  both  were  seen  in  flight. 
A juv.  Magnificent  Frigatebird  cruised  Tuck- 
ernuck  L,  Nantucket,  MA  9 Oct  (R.  Veit,  ph. 
SP,  D.  Sutherland). 

Fewer  than  30  American  Bitterns  were  re- 
ported, the  lowest  total  in  15  years.  Least  Bit- 


terns totaled  5,  including  late  ones  4 Oct  at 
the  Jewell  Brook  Marshes,  Stratham,  Rocking- 
ham, NH  (G.  Gavutis,  Jr.),  12  Oct  at  McKin- 
nery  N.W.R.,  Stratford,  Faiifield,  CT  (C.  Elph- 
ick),  and  3 Nov  at  G.M.N.W.R.  (P.  Cozza). 
Good  inland  counts  of  Great  Egret  were  12  at 
Mallets  Cr.,  Colchester,  Chittenden,  VT  4 Aug 


(M.  Crawford),  9 in  Orwell, 
Addison,  VT  6 Aug  (N. 
Brown),  23  at  G.M.N.W.R. 
14  Aug  (SP  et  al.),  and  7 on 
the  Connecticut  R.  from 
Charlestown  to  Hinsdale, 
Sullivan/Cheshire,  NH  26 
Aug  (EM).  A Snowy  Egret 
was  inland  at  Arlington, 
Bennington,  VT  6-10  Sep 
(R.  Stewart  et  al.),  and  an  apparent  Little 
Egret  x Snowy  Egret  hybrid  was  documented 
at  Nantucket  29  Jul-13  Aug  (ph.  ER  et  al.). 
Cattle  Egrets  continue  to  nest  on  islands  in 
the  New  York  portion  of  L.  Champlain,  pro- 
viding the  source  of  a flock  of  11  at  Shel- 
burne, VT  4 Aug  (TW).  Two  Vermont 
reports  of  Glossy  Ibis  came  from  Hart- 
land,  Windsor  19  Aug  (fide  V1NS)  and 
Charlotte  4 Sep  (TM,  G.  Askew). 
Black  Vultures  continue  to  consolidate 
their  foothold  in  New  England,  with 
strays  found  at  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock, 
ME  13  Sep  (WT)  and  Martha’s  Vine- 
yard 26  & 31  Oct  (AK,  M.  Pelikan) 
and  high  counts  of  10  at  Sheffield, 
Berkshire,  MA  and  41  at  New  Milford, 
Litchfield,  CT  15  Nov  (A.  Dimmitt). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANE 

The  Broad-winged  Hawk  migration 
was  lengthy  and  without  a pro- 
nounced peak:  the  season  started  with 
a good  flight  10  Sep,  and  counts  in  ex- 
cess of  1000  continued  until  27  Sep;  a 
single  juv.  9 Nov  at  Blueberry  Hill,  Granville, 
Hampshire,  MA  was  notably  tardy.  The  best 
Red-tailed  Hawk  flight  of  the  season  took 
place  18  Nov,  with  high  counts  from  several 
sites.  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  few  and  late. 
By  contrast,  the  75+  Golden  Eagles  reported 
was  an  unprecedented  total,  twice  any  au- 
tumn tally  over  the  past  30  years. 
Twenty-four  Goldens  were  counted 
for  the  season  at  Quaker  Ridge  alone, 
with  a one-day  maximum  of  6 on  4 
Nov  (B.  O’Toole). 

Yellow  Rails  are  very  seldom  en- 
countered in  fall  migration  in  New 
England,  so  2 in  one  season  was  note- 
worthy: at  Succotash  Marsh,  S. 
Kingstown,  Washington,  RI  7 Oct 
(m.ob.)  and  at  Newbury,  Essex,  MA  9 
Oct  (ph.  R.  Lockwood  et  al.).  Also 
good  finds  for  autumn.  King  Rails 
were  at  Konkapot  W.M.A.,  Sandisfield, 
Berkshire,  MA  4 Sep  (ML  et  al.)  and  in 
Newbury,  MA  17  Sep  (ID).  Two-dozen 
Common  Moorhens  were  reported 
from  all  six  New  England  states,  over 
half  of  them  in  their  Regional  strong- 


Although  it  is  rapidly  conquering  the  Midwest  and  West,  the  spread  of  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  up  the  Eastern  Seaboard  has  been  comparatively  sedate.  This  well- 
photographed  individual  was  only  the  Region's  and  Bay  State's  second,  at  Morris 
Island,  Chatham,  Massachusetts  30  October  2006.  Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 


Sightings  of  American  White  Pelican  have  increased  on  the  Eastern  Seaboard  since 
the  late  1 970s  but  quite  sharply  over  the  past  few  years.  One  of  at  least  four  for 
the  autumn  in  New  England,  this  adult,  with  its  oddly  asymmetric  secondary  pat- 
tern, flew  over  Hammonasset  Beach  State  Park,  Madison,  Connecticut  on  10  No- 
vember 2006.  Photograph  by  Paul  Fusco. 
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Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  reported  for  a fourth  consecutive  autumn  in  New  England,  with  this  individual  lingering  in  Saco, 
Maine  from  26  November  (here)  through  12  December  2006.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


hold,  the  L.  Champlain  Valley;  one  at  Trustom 
Pond  lingered  through  20  Nov  (j.  Murphy  et 
ah).  An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  strayed  to 
Cape  Cod  at  E.  Orleans  16  Oct  (ph.  BN). 
When  Ruddy  Duck  numbers  are  good,  Amer- 
ican Coots  often  follow  suit;  there  were  sever- 
al triple-digit  counts,  the  highest  being  987  at 
Trustom  Pond  15  Nov  ( fide  RF).  Sandhill 
Cranes  are  becoming  established  New  Eng- 
land residents  as  they  continue  to  nest  in  cen. 
Maine  and  occur  at  scattered  places  around 
the  Region;  at  least  25  were  reported  from 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode  Island.  A pair  seen  around  L. 
Winona,  Bristol,  Addison , VT  11  Aug-26  Sep 
(D.  Allard,  m.ob.)  provides  hope  that  the 
species  may  soon  nest  in  Regional  states  in 
addition  to  Maine. 

SHOREBIRDS 

The  shorebird  migration  was  lackluster  in- 
land and  average  along  the  coast.  A count  of 
5000  Semipalmatcd  Plovers  at  Lynn  Beach, 
Essex , MA  4 Aug  (KH  ct  al.)  was  nonetheless 
impressive.  The  highest  count  of  Piping 
Plover  from  S.  Beach  was  a distressingly  low 
25  on  8 Oct  (BN),  but  a count  of  10-15  at 
Machias,  Wns/iington  10  Sep  (L.  Sayre)  was 
locally  high.  American  Avocets  were  numer- 
ous for  the  2nd  consecutive  year,  with  8 re- 
ported: one  at  Scarborough  Marsh,  ME  1-3 
Aug  (ph.  DL,  ph.  E.  Hess);  one  at  Plum  I.  4 
Aug  (D.  Weaver  et  al.),  plus  5 others  in  the 
Bay  State  through  20  Nov;  one  was  at  the 
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Charlestown  Breachway,  Was/migton,  RI  13- 
19  Sep  (DF  et  al.).  Newburyport  Harbor,  Es- 
sex, MA  continues  to  host  large  numbers  of 
Lesser  Yellowlegs,  with  3230  there  15  Aug 
(RH);  550  in  Stratford  and  Bridgeport,  Fair- 
field,  put  down  by  rain  28  Aug,  made  an  ex- 
cellent count  for  Connecticut.  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers numbered  54  at  G.M.N.W.R.  14  Aug 
(SP)  and  33  at  Peverly  Pond,  Canterbury, 
Merrimack,  NH  21  Aug  (EM).  Numbers  of 
Upland  Sandpipers  remained  low,  with  19 
scattered  through  all  six  states  through  7 Sep. 
Eighteen  Marbled  Godwits  was  an  average 
seasonal  total  for  the  past  decade,  with  one 
each  in  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  2 in 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  rest  in  Massachusetts. 
Good  counts,  by  recent  standards,  were  592 
Ruddy  Turnstones  at  White  and  Seavey  Is., 
Rye,  NH  7 Aug  (DH)  and  850  Red  Knots  at  S. 
Beach  13  Aug  (BN).  Fifty-two  Baird’s  Sand- 
pipers was  average  for  recent  years;  the  high 
count  of  5 came  from  S.  Monomoy  17  Sep 
(BN).  L.  Champlain  again  hosted  a few  Pur- 
ple Sandpipers,  with  4 at  Colchester,  Chitten- 
den 13-14  Nov  (ph.  TW)  and  one  at  Shel- 
burne Bay  25  Nov  (SWM,  TM,  ph.  R.  Pilch- 
er). For  a 6th  consecutive  year,  an  ad.  Curlew 
Sandpiper  graced  S.  Beach  in  late  Aug,  with 
reports  19-31  Aug  (RC,  m.ob.).  Accompany- 
ing the  hundreds  of  yellowlegs  during  the  28 
Aug  fallout  in  sw.  Connecticut  were  an  im- 
pressive 48  Stilt  Sandpipers  (GH,  N. 
Bonomo).  A record  total  of  90  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  was  reported  almost  entirely 


along  the  coast,  with  a high  count  of  12  at  S. 
Monomoy  7 Sep  (RC).  Three  Ruffs  provided 
the  best  autumn  total  since  1994,  with  a 
Reeve  at  Charlestown  Breachway,  RI  1 Aug 
(G.  Gerdts  et  al.),  another  at  Weskeag  Marsh, 
S.  Thomaston,  Knox,  ME  1 Sep  (ph.  D. 
Reimer),  and  a final  single  at  Goosefare 
Brook,  Saco,  York,  ME  9 Sep  (SPo).  A total  of 
6 Wilsons  Phalaropes  in  Maine  (3),  Massa- 
chusetts (2),  and  Rhode  Island  (one)  was 
typical  of  recent  autumns.  Four  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  far  inland  at  D.C.W.M.A.  26 
Aug  (SWM);  the  offshore  high  count  was  550 
at  Hydrographer  Canyon  26  Aug  (RH  et  al.). 

SKUAS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  seasons  only  South  Polar  Skua  was  re- 
ported harassing  gulls  in  Eastport  Harbor, 
Washington,  ME  6 Aug  (N.  Famous).  L. 
Champlain’s  jaeger  tally  was  12  from  10 
Sep-1  Oct,  with  3 identified  as  Pomarine  and 
5 as  Parasitic  (TM,  DJH  et  al.).  Coastal  high 
counts  of  Pomarine  Jaeger  were  23  on  a 
Down  East  pelagic  from  Bar  Harbor  to  the 
waters  around  Machias  Seal  I.  23  Sep  (LB  et 
al.)  and  19  at  Corporation  Beach,  Brewster 
24  Nov  (PF)  after  a nor’easter.  The  Parasitic 
Jaeger  high  count  was  29  at  Provincetown, 
MA  3 Sep  (BN).  Two  Parasitics  strayed  far 
into  Long  Island  Sound  at  Stratford,  CT  3 
Sep  (N.  Bonomo,  FM).  Long-tailed  Jaeger  re- 
ports included  at  least  one  subad.  22  Aug-10 
Sep  at  Stellwagen  Bank  (BN,  W.  Petersen  et 
al.)  and  6 juvs.  at  Hydrographer  Canyon  26 
Aug  (RH  et  al.).  Laughing  Gulls  appear  to  be 
increasing  in  New  England;  several  impres- 
sive counts  included  350  at  Great  Wass  I., 
Beals,  Washington,  ME  27  Aug  (LB),  a record 
191  at  Little  Boar’s  Head,  Rye,  NH  1 Oct 
(S&JM),  4000+  (60%  juvs.)  off  Rockport,  Es- 
sex, MA  2 Oct  (RH),  and  1700  at  First  En- 
counter Beach,  Easthain,  Barnstable,  MA  14 
Oct  (Gd’E  et  al).  Laughing  Gulls  also  turned 
up  inland  at  two  places  in  Connecticut  in 
Sep-Oct.  Reports  of  Little  and  Black-headed 
Gulls  were  very  close  to  average  for  the  past 
decade,  with  31  of  the  former  (including  7 
for  the  season  on  L.  Champlain  and  17  in 
coastal  Massachusetts)  and  15  of  the  latter, 
with  one  early  and  far  inland  on  Leonard 
Pond,  Errol,  Coos,  NH  12  Aug  (R.  Quinn), 
and  9 in  Massachusetts  early  Sep-Nov.  Con- 
tinuing their  recent  good  numbers  were 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  with  over  90  for 
the  autumn,  including  a high  count  of  33  on 
Nantucket  27  Oct  (ER).  Sabine’s  Gulls  on  L. 
Champlain  outnumbered  coastal  reports, 
with  sightings  of  3 juvs.  at  Charlotte  21  Sep 
(TM  et  al.),  followed  by  singles  at  Meach 
Cove,  Shelburne  23  Sep  and  at  Charlotte  30 
Sep  (TM).  Coastal  reports  were  of  ads.  27 
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This  striking  adult  male  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  photographed  here  20  November  2006,  was  found  18  November  at  Odiorne 
State  Park,  Rye,  New  Hampshire  and  stayed  through  20  November.  It  provided  the  first  fall  record  of  the  species  in  New  Eng- 
land since  2003  and  the  first  fully  documented  for  the  Granite  State.  Photograph  by  Marshall ).  Iliff. 


Aug  at  Eastport,  ME  (ph.  LB)  and  27-29  Aug 
at  Stellwagen  Bank  0-  Frontierro). 

A Gull-billed  Tern  was  a very  nice  find  at 
Westport,  CT  25  Aug  (FM);  it  was  only  the 
4th  reported  in  the  Region  in  the  past  10 
years.  Although  nesting  is  limited  to  islands 
in  New  York,  the  increasing  L.  Champlain 
breeding  population  of  Caspian  Terns  con- 
tributed strongly  to  a 30-year-high  seasonal 
tally  of  89,  with  counts  of  14  at  Delta  Park, 
Colchester  17  Aug  (C.  Runge)  and  15  in 
Charlotte  4 Sep  (TM).  There  were  also  good 
numbers  on  the  coast,  with  a maximum  count 
of  14  at  N.  Hampton,  Rockingham , NH  1 Oct 
(S&JM).  Nine  Royal  Terns  was  a good  total 
for  a season  lacking  tropical  storms;  Con- 
necticut hosted  5 on  Long  Island  Sound,  and 
the  farthest  n.  was  at  White  and  Seavey  Is., 
NH  16  Aug  (tD&MH).  Sandwich  Terns  in- 
cluded 2 in  Rhode  Island  1-2  Aug  (fide  RF) 
and  one  at  Allen’s  Pond,  Dartmouth,  Bristol, 
MA  10  Sep  (BC  et  al.).  White  and  Seavey  Is., 
in  the  Isles  of  Shoals  off  New  Hampshire, 
hosted  an  impressive  10,000  Common  Terns 
19  Aug  (D&MH).  An  Arctic  Tern  was  late  and 
far  inland  on  Squam  L.,  Holdemess,  Grafton, 
NH  8 Oct  (R.  Ridgely,  T.  Vazzano).  Forster’s 
Terns  were  reported  in  good,  but  not  record, 
numbers,  with  over  9 in  sw.  Maine  (fide  JD, 
DL),  and  high  counts  of  85  at  Plymouth,  MA 
29  Oct  (m  ob.)  and  164  on  the  Seekonk  R., 
Providence,  RI  25  Sep  (RF).  Far  n.  and  a tad 
late  was  a juv.  Black  Skimmer  in  Biddeford, 
York,  ME  17  Oct  (L.  Eastman). 

All  six  alcids  were  reported,  largely  in 
unimpressive  numbers.  Four  Dovekies  were 
noted  inshore  during  a 24  Nov  storm  in 
coastal  Massachusetts.  Both  murres  were  re- 
ported in  mid-  to  late  Nov,  with  Common 
outnumbering  Thick-billed,  the  high  count  of 
the  former  being  20  at  Andrews  Pt.  21  Nov 
(RH).  A few  Aug-Oct  reports  of  Atlantic  Puf- 
fin were  made,  possibly  attributable  to  recent 
reintroductions  to  coastal  Maine  islets;  2 seen 
at  First  Encounter  Beach  24  Nov  (SM  et  al.) 
were  at  a more  traditional  location  and  date. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Massachusetts’s  2nd  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
was  photographed  on  Morris  I.,  Chatham, 
Barnstable  30  Oct  (TMJI)  but  was  not  relocat- 
ed. Tardy  cuckoos  were  represented  only  by 
Black-billeds  in  Greenwich,  Fairfield,  CT  20 
Oct  (BB)  and  Chilmark,  MA  25  Oct  (AK).  A 
total  of  7 Snowy  Owls,  first  appearing  at  the 
end  of  Oct,  was  typical  for  a non-flight  year. 
Maine’s  first  Burrowing  Owl,  discovered 
roosting  in  a culvert  in  a T18  MD  BPP,  Wash- 
ington (16  km  n.  of  Cherryfield)  blueberry 
barren  injul  (D.  Cristol)  was  relocated  23-24 
Aug  but  not  thereafter  (PV,  ph.  B.  Southard). 


An  abundant  cone  crop  across  the  boreal  for- 
est apparently  led  to  excellent  prey  popula- 
tions, enticing  Northern  Saw- whet  Owls  to 
stay  n.;  banding  stations  in  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts reported  record-low  numbers  in 
their  nets  (JW,  S.  Wheelock).  Common 
Nighthawks  crossed  New  England  skies  by 
the  hundreds  22-23  & 29-30  Aug;  best  counts 
were  974  and  1029  in  Leicester,  Worcester, 
MA  on  the  former  pair  of  dates  (ML,  B.  Kamp 
et  al.)  and  2194  in  Northampton,  Hampshire, 
MA  30  Aug  (T.  Gagnon). 

An  astounding  count  of  450  migrating 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  was  tallied  at 
Lighthouse  Pt.  4 Sep  (GH,  BB).  As  attention 
to  vagrant  hummingbirds  has  increased,  more 
late-season  Ruby-throateds  have  been  detect- 
ed; imm.  males  graced  feeders  in  Lanesboro, 
Berkshire,  MA  13-19  Nov  (ML,  ph.  S.  Surner, 
banded  by  A.  Hill)  and  in  Little  Compton, 
Newport,  RI  until  15  Nov  (GD).  A bander  in 
Brewster,  MA  was  pleasantly  surprised  to  cap- 
ture an  ad.  male  Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird as  her  first  bird  of  the  season  6 Aug  (ph. 
S.  Finnegan);  this  provided  the  state’s  2nd 
record.  Also  a 2nd  for  the  Bay  State,  and  3rd 
for  the  Region,  was  a Calliope  Hummingbird 
in  W.  Falmouth,  Barnstable  1-8  Nov  (B.  Kane, 
ph.  E Trimble,  rn.ob.).  At  least  11  Rufous  (or 
Rufous/Allen’s)  Hummingbirds,  including  3+ 
in  Massachusetts  and  6+  in  Connecticut,  were 
reported;  Maine  contributed  an  imm.  male 
Rufous  in  Phillips,  Franklin  25  Sep-31  Oct 
(ph.  D.  Haggan,  LRB,  ph.  R.  Lambert,  vt.  PV), 
and  a probable  Rufous  was  documented  in 
Wakefield,  Washington,  RI  27  Oct-30  Nov  (W. 
Davis,  ph.  GD).  A Red-headed  Woodpecker  at 


Cornwall  Swamp  W.M.A.,  Addison,  VT  19 
Aug  (CW)  was  the  farthest  n.  and  w:  of  the  28 
reported  in  the  Region,  while  a Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  near  Baxter  S.P.,  Piscataquis  (fide 
DL)  was  the  farthest  n.  of  13  Red-bellieds  in 
Maine.  Not  surprisingly,  American  Three- 
toed Woodpecker  reports  came  from  n.  Aroos- 
took, ME:  2 females  in  New  Sweden  in  mid- 
Sep  and  a male  in  adjacent  Stockholm  18  Nov 
(fide  BS). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

It  was  the  season  of  flycatchers:  an  unprece- 
dented eight  vagrant  species  were  recorded. 
New  Englanders  are  unaccustomed  to  finding 
Empidonax  flycatchers  in  Nov,  so  finding  two 
species  in  one  location  on  the  same  day  was 
most  unexpected.  Danehy  Park,  Cambridge, 
MA  hosted  both  a Least  Flycatcher  and  a 
Gray  Flycatcher  5 Nov  (ph.  J.  Trimble, 
rn.ob.).  The  Least  was  observed  as  late  as  9 
Nov,  but  the  Gray  was  not  found  after  the  6th. 
A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher 
showed  up  in  banding  nets  in  Manoinet,  Ply- 
mouth, MA  10  Nov  (ph.,  tTL-E) — like  the 
Gray,  also  a Regional  first.  A Say’s  Phoebe  was 
photographed  in  Putney,  Windham , VT  26  Sep 
(K.  Reed,  fide  TS).  An  Ash-throated  Flycatch- 
er was  documented  in  Saco,  ME  28  Nov-12 
Dec  (ph.  DL,  rn.ob.),  but  a far  rarer  late 
Myiarchus  was  a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  in 
Scarborough  9-10  Nov  (ph.  DL),  providing 
one  of  very  few  Nov  records  of  this  species  n. 
of  Florida.  Only  4 Western  Kingbirds  were  re- 
ported in  the  Region  this  autumn,  the  lowest 
seasonal  total  in  over  30  years  of  record-keep- 
ing. A count  of  195  Eastern  Kingbirds  at 
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The  prettiest  portraits  are  not  always  the  most  useful — and  for  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  even  the  poorest  of  photographs  usually 
permits  identification  to  species.  Identification  to  subspecies,  however,  hinges  on  examination  of  the  primaries.  This  flight  shot 
of  New  Hampshire's  first  Fork-tailed  Flycatcherat  Odiorne  State  Park  20  November  2006  shows  three  emarginate  primaries:  di- 
agnostic for  an  adult  male  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  an  austral  migrant  from  South  America.  Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 


Lighthouse  Pt.  22  Aug  (BB)  was  typical  of  the 
locale.  Earliest  of  New  England's  vagrant  fly- 
catchers this  season  was  a Gray  Kingbird, 
photographed  at  Gay  Head,  MA  7-8  Sep  (TP. 
Gilmore,  m.ob.).  Rounding  out  the  group 
with  flair  were  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in 
Truro,  Barnstable , MA  12-16  Nov  (ph.  BN, 
m.ob.)  and  an  ad.  male  Fork-tailed  Flycatch- 
er at  Odiorne  S.P,  Rye,  NH  18-20  Nov  (tMK, 
tA.  Keitt,  ph.  T.  Kent,  ph.  SM,  ph.  MJI, 
m.ob.). 

The  first  definite  autumn  Loggerhead 
Shrike  in  the  Region  since  2000  was  found  at 
Cove  I.  Park,  Stamford,  CT  1 Nov  (PD).  An 
above-average  total  of  48  Northern  Shrikes 
was  reported  across  the  Region,  beginning  21 
Oct.  The  Bay  State’s  first  Bell’s  Vireo  last  au- 
tumn was  followed  by  2 more  this  season. 
Like  the  first,  the  2nd  was  netted  and  banded 
at  Manomet  8 Sep  (TTL-E);  the  3rd  was  found 
in  the  coastal  thickets  of  Falmouth  25  Nov 
and  lingered  into  Dec  (Gd’E,  ph.  P Brown, 
MJI,  m.ob.).  The  usual  smattering  of  tardy 
vireos  of  other  species  was  represented  by 
White-eyeds  in  Nahant,  Essex,  MA  10  Nov 
(ID)  and  at  Halibut  Pt.,  Rockport,  MA  23-29 
Nov  (L.  Ferraresso,  DC  et  al.);  a Blue-headed 
on  Plum  1.  9 Nov  (DC);  a Warbling  at  Odi- 
orne S.P,  NH  15  Oct  (S&JM);  a Philadelphia 
in  Salisbury,  MA  3 Nov  (D.  Weaver,  DC);  and 
7 Red-eyeds  in  Nov,  4 in  Maine  and  3 in  Mas- 
sachusetts (through  21  Nov). 

One  of  Vermont’s  very  few  Fish  Crows  was 
encountered  in  Burlington,  Chittenden  11 
Nov,  later  than  any  previous  report  (F  Ford- 
Hutchinson).  An  impressive  200  Common 


Ravens  gathered  at  Beaver  Mountain  L., 
Sandy  River  Plantation,  Franklin , ME  21  Oct 
(D.  Herbert).  To  the  s.,  hawkwatchers  report- 
ed counts  of  40  at  Pack  Monadnock,  Peter- 
borough, Hillsborough , NH  19  Oct  (L.  Tanino) 
and  24  in  Granville,  MA  14  Oct  (J-  Weeks). 
Vagrant  swallows  appeared  once  again  in  Nov. 
A Progne  martin — of  indeterminate  species 
but  not  Purple — was  seen  briefly  at  Westport, 
CT  6 Nov  (FM).  The  Cave  Swallow  flight  this 
year  was  modest,  totaling  only  about  17+  in 
Connecticut,  augmented  by  2 Cave/Cliff  and 
2 Cave  Swallows  in  Massachusetts.  Connecti- 
cut records  spanned  23  Oct-27  Nov,  most 
sighted  from  Lighthouse  Pt.  and  Greenwich 
Pt.,  Fairfield.  The  Bay  State’s  unidentified 
Petrochelidon  swallows  were  seen  in  S.  Grove- 
land,  Essex  5 Nov  (JB),  and  the  Caves  were 
observed  at  Plum  1.  17  Nov  (TSp).  A total  of 
45-50  Carolina  Wrens  reported  in  Maine  was 
about  twice  prior  seasonal  maxima.  The  best 
count  was  6-7  on  Monhegan  1.  (LS),  while 
one  surprised  observers  on  three-acre  Mt. 
Desert  Rock,  about  40  km  s.  of  Mt.  Desert  I., 
Hancock  3-6  Oct  (LB  et  al.).  Late-nesting 
Sedge  Wrens  were  confirmed  in  Middlebury, 
Addison,  VT,  with  2 ads.  carrying  food  and  fe- 


cal sacs  13  Aug  (tTM,  AS).  Single  migrants 
were  reported  from  Northampton,  MA  8 Sep, 
from  Westport,  Bristol,  MA  30  Sep,  and  from 
Greenwich,  CT  26  Sep. 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Counts  of  90  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  in 
Westport,  MA  22  Oct  (EN)  and  200  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  in  Grand  Isle,  VT  5 Oct 
(DJH)  were  among  the  best  in  recent  years  for 
these  short-distance  migrants. 

There  were  some  welcome  bright  spots  in 
thrush  migration  this  season.  Twelve  Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes  in  Connecticut  was  con- 
sidered a good  number  by  recent  standards 
(fide  GH),  and  2 Bicknell’s  Thrushes  were 
identified  in-hand  there:  in  Canton,  Hartford 
1 Sep  0-  Kaplan)  and  in  Fairfield  26  Sep  (W. 
Haffey).  It  was  also  an  unusually  good  season 
for  Swainson’s  Thrush  in  the  Nutmeg  State, 
and  a count  of  420+  nocturnal  migrants  over 
Concord,  Middlesex,  MA  9 Oct  (SP  et  al.) 
matched  last  year’s  count  on  the  same  date. 
Another  high  count,  of  150  Hermit  Thrushes, 
came  from  Hermit  L,  Phippsburg,  Sagadahoc, 
ME  26  Oct  (fide  DL).  A parade  of  3700  Cedar 
Waxwings  passed  Lighthouse  Pt.  31  Oct 
(BB),  but  no  Bohemians  were  reported  in  the 
Region. 

As  usual,  Massachusetts  birders  reported 
most  of  the  Blue-winged  Warblers  of  the  sea- 
son, including  the  latest  one  or  2 at  Turners 
Falls,  Franklin  12-25  Oct  (JPS).  Six  Golden- 
winged Warblers  were  distributed  across 
Vermont  (2),  Maine  (one  banded  on  Apple  - 
dore  I.,  York,  ME  28  Aug  [DH]),  Massachu- 
setts (2),  and  Rhode  Island  (one),  as  were  4 
Brewster’s  Warblers.  Both  Tennessee  and 
Cape  May  Warblers  showed  slight  improve- 
ments in  numbers  reported  this  season.  The 
peak  count  of  the  former  was  6 in  W.  Fal- 
mouth, Cumberland,  ME  1 Sep  (LS),  while 
similar  high  counts  of  the  latter  came  from 
Monhegan  in  Aug-Sep.  A lingering  imm. 
male  Cape  May  in  Rye,  NH  26  Oct-15  Nov 
was  apparently  replaced  by  an  imm.  female 
19  Nov-Dec  (ph.  MJI,  S&JM,  TB  et  al.).  The 
multi-year  trend  in  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
numbers  continued,  with  79  in  the  Region 
marking  another  significant  leap  upward;  an 
excellent  count  of  7 was  tallied  on  Cape 
Ann,  Essex,  MA  3 Oct  (RH).  A selection  of 


An  excellent  total  of  6 Northern  Wheatears  was  documented  in  New  England  this  season.  The  first  was  discovered 
on  the  railroad  causeway/bicycle  path  between  Colchester  and  South  Hero,  Grand  Isle,  VT  3 Sep  (C.  Pinkham)  and 
stayed  until  10  Sep  (ph.,  tAS,  ph.  H.  Forcier,  ph.  M.  Blust,  m.ob.).  The  next  lingered  around  rooftops  and  back  alleys  of  a shop- 
ping center  in  Salem,  Rockingham,  NH  12-16  Sep  (M.  Coskren,  tD.  Donsker,  TB,  ph.  MS,  m.ob.),  followed  by  an  ad.  male  on 
the  coast  in  Rye,  NH  16  Sep  (ph.  S&JM,  D.  Abbott  et  al.).  Finally  it  was  Connecticut's  turn,  with  2 wheatears  at  Bradley  Air- 
port, Windsor  Locks,  Hartford  18-23  Sep  (R.  Tebbets  et  al.)  and  the  final  single  at  Milford  Pt.  27-29  Sep  (P.  Tabaka  et  al.). 


40 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


NEW  ENGLAND 


high  counts  of  a few  of  the  more  numerous 
warbler  migrants  includes:  15  Nashvilles  in 
S.  Duxbury,  Washington , VT  4 Sep  (E  Pratt  et 
al.);  22  Black-throated  Blues  on  Block  L,  RI  3 
Oct  (DF);  28  Black-throated  Greens  and  170 
Blackpolls  along  the  Ware  R.,  Hampshire,  MA 
16  Sep  (ML  et  al.);  and  100  Palms  (90%  Yel- 
low) in  Falmouth,  ME  6 Oct  (LS).  The  tardi- 
est representatives  of  about  17  warbler 
species  found  in  Nov  were  a Nashville  and  a 
Blackburnian  in  Charlestown,  Rl  18  Nov  (ST 
et  al.);  Black-throated  Blues  on  Plum  I.  18 
Nov  (TSp)  and  at  Biddeford  Pool,  York,  ME 
20  Nov  (DL);  a Black-throated  Green  at 
Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge,  MA  13  Nov  (B. 
Stevens);  a Blackpoll  on  Block  I.  11  Nov  (S. 
Mitra);  a Black-and-white  at  Trustom,  RI  21 
Nov  (M.  J.  Murray);  and  a Wilson’s  at  Mt. 
Auburn,  Cambridge,  MA  20  Nov  (RMS).  An 
even  later  Wilson’s  found  in  Nahant,  MA  23 
Nov-Feb  (T.  Martin,  m.ob.)  appeared  to  be 
one  of  the  w.  subspecies  ( chryseola  or  pileo- 
lata ).  Western  vagrants  to  New  England  this 
season  included  2 Virginia’s  Warblers: 
Maine’s  2nd  on  Monhegan  28  & 30  Sep  (V. 
Laux,  L.  McDowell,  m.ob.)  and  Rhode  Is- 
land’s first  in  Barrington,  Bristol  8 Oct  (S. 
Talbot,  ph.  DF  et  al.).  Well  separated  in 
space  and  time  were  Black-throated  Gray 
Warblers  on  Appledore  8 Sep  (ph.  SM,  ph.  J. 
Block;  Maine’s  4th)  and  in  Falmouth,  MA  19 
Nov  (K.  Kasler  et  al,  fide  J.  Liller).  A female 
Cerulean  Warbler  at  Quabbin’s  Gate  10,  Pel- 
ham, Hampshire,  MA  4 Sep  (L.  Therrien)  was 
tardy  for  the  species.  Other  species  with 
more  southerly  affiliations  were  represented 
by  single  Yellow-throated  Warblers  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  Maine  (the  latter 
in  Gorham,  Cumberland  6-8  Nov  [SPo] );  and 
4 each  of  Prothonotary  and  Hooded  War- 
blers. Connecticut  Warblers  notched  yet  an- 
other high  tally  for  the  season,  with  at  least 
55  reported  in  the  Region.  Of  these,  Vermont 
contributed  one  and  New  Hampshire  2 in 
late  Sep,  Maine  and  Rhode  Island  birders 
found  4 each,  and  the  remainder  were  in 
Massachusetts,  as  is  typical.  As  with  Orange- 
crowned,  it  is  difficult  to  know  if  the  contin- 
ued increase  in  Connecticut  Warblers  re- 
flects actual  breeding  season  success  or  in- 
creased birder  skill  in  locating  and  identify- 
ing the  species.  Yellow-breasted  Chat  num- 
bers remained  healthy,  with  56  for  the  sea- 
son; most  were  along  the  coast,  as  expected, 
with  at  least  14  getting  as  far  n.  as  Maine  and 
one  turning  up  unexpectedly  on  the  shore  of 
L.  Champlain  in  Charlotte  20  Sep  (tTW, 
DCa). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  seasons  Summer  Tanagers  were  found 


away  from  the  coast;  the  first  was  a male  in 
Pittsford,  Rutland,  VT  19  Aug  (CW)  and  the 
next  a female  in  Peppered,  Middlesex,  MA  4 
Sep  (M.  Resch).  A male  Western  Tanager  ap- 
peared briefly  in  Dartmouth,  MA  28  Sep  (KH, 
RMS).  The  first  Massachusetts  Green-tailed 
Towhee  since  spring  1994  was  banded  on 
Plum  I.  31  Oct  (J.  Standley,  ph.  D.  Larson  et 
al.)  and  remained  in  the  area;  it  was  relocat- 
ed 5 Nov  and  seen  until  17  Nov  (m.ob.).  No 
observers  remarked  on  sparrow  fallouts  this 
season,  although  some  notable  counts  were 
reported:  150  American  Tree  Sparrows  in 
Concord,  Merrimack,  NH  4 Nov  (M&RS); 
200  Chippings  in  Northfield,  Franklin,  MA 
26  Sep  QPS);  300  Savannahs  in  Northamp- 
ton, MA  28  Sep  QPS);  350  Songs  in  Westport, 
MA  22  Oct  (EN);  232  Swamps  in  Bolton 
Flats,  Worcester,  MA  1 Oct  (ML  et  al);  and  50 
White-crowneds  in  Hartland,  Windsor,  VT  19 
Oct  OH)-  At  least  40  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
continued  the  upward  trend  of  the  past  sev- 
eral seasons;  reports  came  from  Maine  (7; 
about  double  their  usual  tally),  New  Hamp- 
shire (one),  Massachusetts  (22,  including  3 
in  Westport  10  Sep  [BC  et  al.]),  and  Rhode 
Island  (4),  to  Connecticut  (6).  Lark  Sparrows 
were  less  numerous,  as  usual,  although 
Maine  contributed  at  least  6 for  the  3rd  con- 
secutive autumn;  one  was  found  in  the  Nut- 
meg State,  and  the  remaining  7 were  in 
coastal  Massachusetts.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
appeared  at  G.M.N.W.R.  2 & 23-14  Nov  (C. 
Leahy;  T.  Maloney  et  al.),  at  the  Avondale 
Farm  Preserve,  Westerly,  Washington,  RI  4-5 
Nov  (ST,  ph.  C.  Pedro  et  al.;  3rd  state  record), 
and  in  Lincoln,  Middlesex,  MA  15  Nov  (N. 
Soulette).  Vermont  birders  detected  at  least  3 
Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows,  2 at 
D.C.W.M.A.  2-8  Oct  (tTW,  DCa,  JH  et  al.) 
and  one  in  Brattleboro,  Windham  4 Oct  (HG, 
tC.  Petrak);  2 other  inland  migrants  ap- 
peared in  more  expected  Massachusetts  lo- 
calities. A Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  reported  from  Westerly,  RI  25  Nov  (DF, 
C.  Nunes).  An  ad.  Snow  Bunting  on  the  sum- 
mit of  Mt.  Monroe,  just  s.  of  Mt.  Washington, 
Coos,  NH  31  Aug  (DG  et  al.),  was  nearly  two 
months  ahead  of  the  next  report  of  the 
species. 

Blue  Grosbeaks  were  found  in  average 
numbers  (16  total)  in  expected  coastal  loca- 
tions in  Sep/Oct.  An  Indigo  Bunting  was  re- 
ported from  Rockport,  MA  on  the  late  date  of 
17  Nov  (S.  Hedman).  Two  Painted  Buntings 
were  photographed  in  Massachusetts:  an 
imm.  banded  at  Manomet  30  Oct  (TL-E)  and 
a male  in  Huntington,  Hampshire  20  Nov-5 
Dec  (S.  Hamlin).  Dickcissel  reports  numbered 
an  average  79  for  the  season,  30  in  Connecti- 
cut, about  20  each  in  Maine  and  Massachu- 


setts, eight  in  Rhode  Island,  and  a single  well 
inland  in  Croyden,  Sullivan,  NH  (MK). 
Hawkwatchers  at  Lighthouse  Pt.  continued 
their  notable  tallies  of  non-raptors  with  a 
count  of  1000+  Bobolinks  7 Sep.  One  of  the 
season’s  6 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  made  it 
n.  and  e.  to  Sedgwick,  Hancock,  ME  24  Oct 
(C.  Moseley),  while  the  latest  and  farthest  in- 
land of  5 in  Massachusetts  was  in  Millbury, 
Worcester  3 Nov  (D.  Berard).  Worries  over  a 
Rusty  Blackbird  decline  continue,  with  maxi- 
mum counts  of  only  about  50  from  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut.  The  pres- 
ence of  over  20  Baltimore  Orioles  on  Mt. 
Desert  L,  ME  25-26  Oct  (WT),  along  with 
nine  Nov  reports  from  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  suggest  that  many  late  individu- 
als are  reverse  migrants,  some  of  which  may 
then  attempt  to  winter  in  the  north.  Across 
New  England,  the  only  boreal  finches  found  s. 
of  their  usual  haunts  were  2 Red  Crossbills  on 
Plum  I.  1 1 Nov  (TS,  ID).  However,  a bumper 
cone  crop  on  spruce  and  fir  lured  large  num- 
bers of  White-winged  Crossbills  to  dine  and 
establish  breeding  territories  across  Vermont’s 
Northeast  Kingdom  and  n.  New  Hampshire 
and  Maine;  representative  high  counts  were 
40-50  at  Moose  Bog,  Ferdinand,  Essex,  VT 
and  80  at  East  Inlet,  Pittsburg,  Coos,  NH 
(both  DG). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers:  Audubon  Society  of 
New  Hampshire,  Bill  Banks,  Jim  Berry,  Louis 
R.  Bevier,  Bird  Observer,  Lysle  Brinker,  Terry 
Bronson,  Dwight  Cargill  (DCa),  Brian  Cassie, 
Doug  Chickering,  Robert  Clem,  Ian  Davies, 
Geoff  Dennis,  Glen  d’Entremont,  Jody  De- 
spres,  Patrick  Dugan,  Rachel  Farrell,  Dan 
Finizia,  Pete  Flood,  Dan  Furbish,  Hector  Gal- 
braith, David  Govatski,  Greg  Hanisek,  Julie 
Hart,  Karsten  Hartel,  Dan  & Melissa  Hay- 
ward, Rick  Heil,  David  J.  Hoag,  Marshall  J. 
Iliff,  Alan  Keith,  Mark  Krenitsky,  Richard  B. 
Lavallee,  Trevor  Lloyd-Evans,  Derek  Lovitch, 
Mark  Lynch,  Frank  Mantlik,  Eric  Masterson, 
Steve  Mirick,  Jane  Mirick,  Scott  W.  Morrical, 
Ted  Murin,  Erik  Nielsen,  Blair  Nikula,  Simon 
Perkins,  Steve  Pollock  (SPo),  Edie  Ray,  Marj 
Rines,  Taj  Schottland,  Luke  Seitz,  Bill  Shee- 
han, James  P Smith,  Tim  Spahr  (TSp),  Robert 
M.  Stymeist,  Alan  Strong,  Mark  & Rebecca 
Suomala,  William  Townsend,  Scott 
Tsagarakis,  Vermont  Institute  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence, Peter  Vickery,  Barbara  Volkle,  Judy 
Walker,  Chris  Wood,  Terry  Wright.  © 
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The  fall  2006  was  marked  by  the  pas- 
sage of  Tropical  Depression  Ernesto  in 
early  September  (see  the  Special  Inter- 
regional Report,  this  issue)  and  an  inundation 
of  migrant  passerines,  particularly  robins, 
sparrows,  and,  spectacularly,  Hermit  Thrush- 
es, in  late  October  and  November.  August  was 
hot,  especially  the  early  part,  September  had 
near-average  temperatures  and  rainfall  (aside 
from  Ernesto ),  October  was  wet  and  cool,  and 
November  was  especially  mild.  A storm  in 
late  October  dropped  unseasonably  heavy 
snow  in  the  Buffalo  area  and  drove  many 
seabirds  eastward  across  Lake  Erie,  producing 
a number  of  interesting  records  in  western 
New  York.  A cold  front  that  moved  through 
the  Region  2 November  was  followed  by  a 
massive  incursion  of  passerines  to  the  coast. 
Interestingly,  this  inundation,  incorporating 
the  same  mix  of  species  as  last  years  incur- 
sion at  the  same  time  of  year,  occurred  in  the 
absence  of  the  “fallout”  weather  conditions  of 
last  fall. 

Abbreviations:  Amherst  S.R  (Amherst,  Erie, 
NY);  Avalon  (Avalon  Seawatch,  Avalon,  Cape 
May,  NJ);  Batavia  (Batavia  W.T.R,  Genesee, 
NY);  Braddock  Bay  (Braddock  Bay  B.O., 
Rochester,  NY);  Brigantine  (Forsyth  N.W.R., 
Atlantic,  NJ);  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Captree  (Captree  S.P.,  Suf- 
folk, NY);  Chazy  (Chazy  R.  mouth,  Clinton, 
NY);  Democrat  Pt.  (Fire  Island  Inlet,  s.  shore 
of  Long  I.,  NY);  Derby  Hill  (Derby  Hill  Hawk- 
watch,  Oswego,  NY);  Hamburg  (Hamburg 
Hawkwatch,  near  Buffalo,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach 
(Hamlin  Beach  S.R,  near  Rochester,  NY);  Iro- 
quois (Iroquois  N.W.R.,  Genesee/Orleans, 
NY);  Jamaica  Bay  (Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Gateway  N.P.,  New  York  City);  Jones 
Beach  (Jones  Beach  S.R,  s.  shore  of  Long  I., 
NY);  Moriches  (Moriches  Bay/Inlet,  Suffolk, 
Long  L,  NY);  Little  Creek  (Little  Creek 


W.M.A.,  Kent,  DE);  Mannington  (Manning- 
ton  Marsh,  Salem,  NJ);  Montauk  (Montauk 
Pt.,  Suffolk,  NY);  Montezuma  (Montezuma 
N.W.R.,  Seneca,  NY);  Palmyra  Cove  (Burling- 
ton, NJ);  Pike’s  Beach  (Moriches  Bay,  Suffolk, 
NY);  Prime  Hook  (Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sus- 
sex, DE);  Riis  (Jacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  New 
York  City);  Ripley  (Ripley  Hawkwatch,  Chau- 
tauqua, NY);  R.M.S.R  (Robert  Moses  S.P,  Fire 
L,  Suffolk,  NY);  Sagaponack  (Sagaponack 
Pond,  Bridgehampton,  Long  I.,  NY);  Sandy 
Hook  (Sandy  Hook  Unit/Gateway  National 
Recreation  Area,  Monmouth,  NJ);  S.C.M.M. 
(S.  Cape  May  Meadows,  Cape  May,  NJ);  Shin- 
necock  (Shinnecock  Bay/Inlet,  Suffolk,  NY); 
Ted  Harvey  (Ted  Harvey  Conservation 
Area/Logan  Lane  Tract,  Kent,  DE);  Tonawan- 
da  (Tonawanda  W.M.A.,  Genessee/Niagara, 
NY). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Three  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  seen  flying 
overhead  and  calling  at  night  at  Cape  May  6 
Oct  (E.  Obercian  et  al.)  closely  follow  3 seen 
this  past  spring  at  J.B.W.R.  A total  of  8 Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  Regionwide,  including  4 
at  Somerset,  Niagara,  NY  28  Oct  (WD’A,  JP), 


was  somewhat  below  recent  totals.  Four  of  7 
Ross’s  Geese  this  fall  were  in  Delaware,  and  a 
Regional  total  of  1 1 Cackling  Geese  included 
4 at  Batavia  21-23  Oct  (JP)-  High  single-day 
totals  of  migrating  ducks  included  1077 
Northern  Pintails  at  Derby  Hill  24  Sep  (BPu) 
and  1000+  Green-winged  Teal  at  Avalon  22 
Oct.  A transitional  male  Cinnamon  Teal  was 
found  29  Sep  at  Ted  Harvey  (BGP),  where  it 
remained  until  3 Oct  (FR);  there  are  about  10 
records  for  the  Region,  and  the  frequency  of 
reports  appears  to  be  increasing. 

Diving  ducks  and  especially  sea  ducks 
showed  mostly  downward  trends  this  fall,  al- 
though the  milder  autumn  weather  perhaps 


influences  distribution  at  this  season.  Top 
counts  of  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  700  in 
Drayton,  Cattaraugus,  NY  11  Nov  (DN,  WW) 
and  350  on  Hoopes  Res.,  New  Castle,  DE  25 
Nov  (APE).  Away  from  the  coast,  single  Har- 
lequin Ducks  were  seen  at  Derby  Hill  17  Nov 
(KM)  and  at  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Erie,  NY  24 
Nov  (DN),  consistent  with  recent  reports. 
Similarly,  106  Common  Eiders  were  at 
Barnegat  Inlet  (SK),  and  800  were  at  Montauk 
25  Nov  (HM).  King  Eiders  have  declined  no- 
ticeably over  the  past  30  years  or  so:  the  total 
at  Avalon  this  fall  was  just  one,  compared  to  a 
14-year  mean  of  6 and  maximum  of  21  (in 
1997).  One  of  the  few  reported  this  fall  was 
an  ad.  male  at  Montauk  25  Nov  (HM).  Four 
hundred  Common  Mergansers  at  Nassau 
Lakes,  Renssaeler,  NY  15  Nov  and  100  at  Day- 
ton,  Niagara,  NY  31  Oct  (DN)  were  largish  to- 
tals. Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  seem  to  be  slowly 
increasing  in  the  Region:  single  males  at 
Tomhannock  Res.,  Rensselaer,  NY  9-25  Nov 
(B.  Grosman,  RG)  and  at  Noblewood  Park, 
Essex,  NY  among  5000  Commons  13  Nov  (L. 
& P.  Osenbaugh)  were  first  local  records. 
Scoter  totals  at  Avalon  were  all  below  average 
this  year,  and  a count  of  1800  Blacks  off  Geor- 
gica  Pond,  Suffolk,  Long 
L,  NY  was  the  only  con- 
centration worthy  of 
mention. 

A Pacific  Loon  on 
Cayuga  L.  at  Aurora,  NY 
19  Nov  (J.  Gerbracht,  T. 
Lenz,  C.  Wood)  was  a lo- 
cal rarity  the  only  one  re- 
ported this  fall,  and  a 
Red-throated  Loon  at 
Tomhannock  Res.,  Rens- 
selaer, NY  19  Nov  (WY) 
was  most  unusual  at  that 
inland  locality.  Five 
Eared  Grebes  this  fall  in- 
cluded 3 at  Batavia  and  2 
at  Atlantic  City,  Atlantic, 
NJ,  both  traditional  loca- 
tions. A Western  Grebe  was  well  described  at 
Port  Kent  on  L.  Champlain,  Essex,  NY  29-30 
Oct  (D.  Rohleder)  for  a first  county  record. 
Two  Northern  Fulmars  came  ashore  on  Long 
L:  at  R.M.S.R  18  Oct  (SSM)  and  at  Jamaica 
Bay  9 Nov  (oiled  bird;  ABl);  these  may  reflect 
increased  abundance  in  offshore  waters.  Two 
boat  trips  reached  Hudson  Canyon  this  fall, 
one  on  20  Sep  from  New  Jersey  (AD’O  et  al.) 
and  one  28  Sep  from  New  York  (SSi  et  al.). 
Both  recorded  Greater,  Audubon’s,  and  Manx 
Shearwaters,  and  the  latter  trip  had  6 Cory’s 
Shearwaters  as  well.  A Manx  Shearwater  at 
Derby  Hill  23  Oct  (BPu,  D.  Wheeler)  consti- 
tuted the  3rd  record  for  the  e.  Great  Lakes; 


With  doser  scrutiny  of  goose  assemblages  by  birders  in  recent  years,  Cackling  Goose  is 

proving  to  be  an  uncommon,  regular  migrant  through  the  Hudson-Delaware  Region. 
This  bird  at  Hamlin  Beach,  New  York  30  October  2006  appeared  to  be  of  the  expected 
nominate  subspecies  as  did  two  others  here.  Photograph  by  Dominic  Sherony. 
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This  young  itarbill  was  a great  rarity  sc  the  Niagara  River 
at  Fort  Niagara,  New  York  19  November’ 2008.  Photograph 
by  Dominic  Shernny. 


both  previous  records  come  from  Ontario  wa- 
ters (2001,  2006).  A White-faced  Storm-Pe- 
trei  was  found  at  Wilmington  Canyon  25  Aug 
(FR,  PG  et  al).  A Northern  Gannet  was  seen 
on  L.  Erie  at  Hamburg  29  Oct  (MZ),  a first 
Oct  record  for  that  locality.  A Great  Cor- 
morant at  Cumberland  Head  on  L.  Cham- 
plain, Clinton,  NY  6 Sep  (BK,  CM)  furnished 
the  3rd  local  record.  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants passing  Avalon  this  fall  totaled 

195.000,  down  from  a peak  of  241,000  in 
1996  but  above  the  14-year  average  of 

186.000.  The  continent-wide  increase  of  this 
species  seems  to  have  leveled  off  in  recent 
years.  At  least  15  American  White  Pelicans 
were  seen  this  fall;  these  included  what  may 
well  have  been  the  same  flock  of  10  seen  at 
the  Navesink  R.,  Monmouth,  NJ  18  Nov,  at 
Shark  River  Inlet  19-20  Nov  (BB,  T.  Love- 
land), and  at  Cape  May  20  Nov  (B.  & D. 
Graupner);  4 were  at  Orient  Pt.,  Long  L,  NY 
31  Oct  (M.  Farina).  Larger  flocks  of  Brown 
Pelicans  included  50+  at  Island  Beach,  NJ  6 
Sep  (S.  Weiss)  and  21  at  Cape  May  25  Aug  (S. 
Rodan).  An  unidentified  frigatebird  was  seen 
at  Cape  May  28-29  Oct  (R.  Loes,  B.  Glaser). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

One  hundred  Great  Egrets  were  at  Tonawon- 
da  4 Aug  (WW),  and  3 Snowy  Egrets  were 
found  n.  to  Tifft  and  Times  Beach  Nature 
Park,  near  Buffalo,  Erie,  NY  6-19  Sep  OR  WW, 
RSA)  and  Chazy  1 Sep  (BK).  One  hundred 
Cattle  Egrets  at  Featherbed  Lane,  Salem,  NJ 

26  Aug  certainly  came  from  the  nesting 
colony  at  Pea  Patch  L,  DE;  the  species  is  now 
distinctly  uncommon  elsewhere  in  the  Re- 
gion. An  imm.  White  Ibis  was  at  Brigantine 

27  Aug.  A subad.  Mississippi  Kite  lingered  at 
Cape  May  30  Sep-9  Oct  (m.ob.),  and  another 
was  seen  at  Seaford,  New  Castle,  DE  1 Oct 
(AEH).  About  15  Northern  Goshawks  were 
found  away  from  hawkwatches,  in  accord 
with  the  moderate  to  low  numbers  of  mi- 
grants counted  at  those  stations.  Four  or  5 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  seen,  all  at  or  near 
Cape  May:  one  imm.  30  Oct  (SB,  LM),  one  at 
Turkey  Pt.  4 Nov  (MG),  a dark  imm.  seen  sev- 
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eral  times  14-19  Nov  (CJV,  KL),  and  a light 
ad.  19  Nov  (CJV).  The  peak  daily  total  of  mi- 
grant Golden  Eagles  was  16  at  Raccoon  Ridge, 
Warren,  NJ  3 Nov. 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Sightings  of  both  Black  and  Yellow  Rails  are 
on  the  increase  in  the  Northeast,  and  there 
seem  to  be  too  many  reported  from  tradition- 
al birding  sites  to  attribute  the  increase  to  in- 
creased search  effort.  Black  Rails  this  fall  were 
seen  at  Bombay  Hook  5 Aug,  at  S.C.M.M.  13- 
16  Aug  (CJV),  and  at  the  Cape  May  Hawk- 
watch  4-9  Nov  (A.  Chodan).  More  remark- 
able was  a Black  Rail  flushed  by  a mowing 
machine  at  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus,  NY  10 
Sep  (FV)  for  the  first  record  from  that  region 
since  1933.  A Yellow  Rail  was  seen  as  it  was 
struck  by  a car  at  Lynbrook,  Long  I.,  NY  2 
Nov  (*Matt  Bayer).  An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule 
was  picked  up  dead  in  West  Belmar,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  18  Nov  (M.  McCort).  Six  or  7 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  at  the  Savannah  Muck- 
lands,  Tyre,  Seneca,  NY  11  Nov  (Shawn  Biller- 
man,  Ernie  Lewis,  Nick  Sly),  and  singles  were 
seen  from  Cape  May  (m.ob.)  n.  to  Staten  I., 
NY  2 Oct  (RRV). 

Six  hundred  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Tuck- 
erton  18  Sep  (SB,  LM)  was  the  highest  count 
reported.  Higher  counts  of  American  Oyster- 
catchers  were  100  at  Southampton,  Long  I., 
NY  1 Oct  (K.  Glasser),  500  at  Stone  Harbor, 
Cape  May,  Nj  8 Oct  (B.  Hixon),  and  170  at 
Tuckerton,  Ocean,  NJ  10  Oct  (SK).  Oyster- 
catchers  are  declining  on  the  East  Coast  over- 
all, so  birders  viewing  aggregations  such  as 
these  are  requested  to  report  totals  and  check 


for  color-banded  birds  (<http//:www.ncsu. 
edu/project/grsmgis/AMOY/Banding.htm>). 
Two  Black-necked  Stilts  at  the  Cape  May 
Hawkwatch  3 Sep  (C.  Havard)  were  the  only 
ones  reported  n.  of  Delaware.  Four  hundred 


American  Avocets  at  Bombay  Hook  in  Aug 
was  an  average  count,  but  8 at  Cape  May  3 
Aug  (T.  Parsons),  4 at  Featherbed  Lane, 
Salem,  NJ  26  Aug  (C.  & E.  Crunkleton),  and 
4 at  Brigantine  7 Oct  (PB)  were  somewhat 
more  than  expected.  A single  avocet  at  Ham- 
burg 12  Oct  (E  Rew,  RSA)  was  substantially 
far  north.  Post-breeding  aggregations  of  Up- 
land Sandpipers  included  10+  at  Geneseo  Air- 
field, Livingston,  NY  5 Aug  (J.  Kimball)  and  9 
at  Johnson’s  Sod  Farm,  Salem,  NJ  1 Aug 
(Steve  Glynn).  A Willet  at  Dunkirk  Harbor, 
Chautauqua,  NY  3 Sep  (JP)  was  unusual  for 
that  locality.  High  counts  of  Western  Willets 
at  the  coast  included  50+  at  Brigantine  19-20 
Aug  and  65  at  Stone  Harbor  23  Sep  (PS,  CS). 
Hudsonian  Godwits  were  widespread  this  fall: 
22  were  at  Montezuma  29  Aug  (M.  Andersen, 
T.  Lenz,  B.  McGuire);  13  alighted  at  Sandy 
Hook  2 Sep  (L.  Fraza,  M.  Rikowski;  during 
rains  from  Tropical  Depression  Ernesto );  “sev- 
eral dozen”  were  in  Ballston,  Saratoga,  NY  15 
Sep,  8 of  which  were  electrocuted  after  flying 
in  to  power  lines  (reported  on  local  radio; 
*Will  Yandik);  3 were  at  Spruce  Run  Res., 
Hunterdon,  NJ  19  Sep  (S.  Galick  et  al.-);  and  17 
flew  by  Derby  Hill  24  Sep  (BPu,  David  Wheel- 
er). Others  included  singles  in  Dayton,  Catta- 
raugus, NY  11  Nov  (DN  et  al.)  and  at  Hamlin 
Beach  26  Aug  (DT)  and  4 on  Long  I.  in  Sep 
(m.ob.).  Unusually  large  concentrations  of 
Marbled  Godwits  were  7 at  Shinnecock  3 Sep 
and  25  at  Stone  Harbor,  Cape  May,  NJ  4 Nov 
(SK).  One  thousand  Lesser  Yellowlegs  put 
down  at  S.C.M.M.  28  Aug  (PDu,  CJV);  these 
appeared  well  before  Ernesto  and  seemed  un- 
related to  any  weather  event.  A Regional  total 
of  about  24  Baird’s  Sandpipers  did 
not  include  any  groups  of  more 
than  3 birds  but  did  include  2 ads. 
at  Cape  May  29  Jul-4  Aug  (almost 
all  Baird’s  on  the  East  Coast  in  fall 
are  juvs.).  Twenty-seven  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  at  Sandy 
Hook  after  Ernesto  3 Sep  (TBo,  SB, 
LM)  was  an  all-time  high  count 
for  that  area.  The  maximum 
count  of  Western  Sandpipers  for 
the  Region  was  100+  at  Brigantine 
9 Sep  (PB).  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
found  in  substantial  numbers;  55 
were  at  Amherst  S.E,  Erie,  NY  14 
Aug  OR  WW),  118  at  S.C.M.M. 
28  Aug  (CJV),  and  114  at  Bombay 
Hook  29  Sep  (DLS).  A Regional 
total  of  about  70  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  was  a bit  low  for  recent  years  and 
included  a maximum  of  31  at  Johnson  Sod 
Farms,  Salem,  NJ  13  Sep  (DM).  Single  Red 
Phalaropes  were  at  Cape  Henlopen  7 Oct  (FR, 
M.  Sarver)  and  at  Hanover,  Chautauqua,  NY 


This  Hammond's  Flycatcher  at  Rye,  New  York  1 9-28  (here  1 9)  November 
2006  shews  the  almond-shaped  eye  ring,  contrast  between  green  back  and 
gray  head,  and  and  relatively  long  primary  extension  typical  of  the  species. 
Photograph  by  Gail  Benson. 
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This  Gray  Kingbird  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey  23  September 
2006  nicely  fits  the  pattern  of  autumn  vagrants  on  the  East 
Coast  but  was  a tad  earlier  than  most  found  in  the  North- 
east. Photograph  by  Linda  Mack. 

19  Nov  (DN). 

Pomarine  Jaegers  dominated  aggregations 
of  jaegers  both  during  Ernesto  at  the  coast  and 
on  the  Great  Lakes  in  Oct.  In  addition  to 
dozens  of  Ernesto  birds  at  Cape  May  1-2  Sep 
(see  the  Special  Interregional  Report,  this  is- 
sue), 3 Pomarines,  2 Parasitics,  and  10-12 
unidentified  jaegers  were  off  Hamburg  29  Oct 
QP,  PY  et  al.).  Two  imm.  Long-tailed  Jaegers 
(one  a dark  morph)  were  seen  at  Hamlin 
Beach  5-6  Sep  (WSy,  RSp).  The  Avalon  total 
count  of  12,907  Laughing  Gulls  was  below  the 
long-term  mean  of  17,564,  yet  substantial 
concentrations  were  found  along  the  coast  n. 
to  Long  L,  NY.  Four  thousand  were  at  Mon- 


Northern  Wheatears  were  widespread  in  eastern  North  Amer- 
ica in  fall  2006;  this  bird  in  Batavia,  New  York  lingered  21-23 
(here  21 ) October  2006.  Photograph  by  Dominic  Sherony. 


tank  29  Oct  (HM,  CG),  and  1000+  were  feed- 
ing over  schooling  baitfish  at  Staten  L,  NY  4 
Oct  (RRV).  A single  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Ni- 
agara 29  Oct  (WD’A,  BP).  Eight  Little  Gulls 
were  among  20,000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Niag- 
ara 29  Oct,  the  latter  a remarkably  high  con- 
centration so  early  in  the  fall  (WD’A,  BP)  and 
clearly  influenced  by  stormy  conditions. 
Three  California  Gulls  were  in  the  Niagara  re- 
gion 13-18  Nov  (WW,  WD’A  et  al.).  It  was  a 
near-record  year  for  Sabine’s  Gulls:  14  were  re- 
ported, both  coastally  and  inland.  Three  of 
these  occurred  3 Sep  after  Ernesto , while  the 
rest  were  scattered  25  Aug-12  Nov  from  the 
coast  (including  a Delaware’s  4th,  a juv.  off- 
shore 25  Aug  [PG  et  al.])  n.  to  Niagara  and 


Derby  Hill.  Larger-than-average  numbers  of 
kittiwakes  this  fall  included  7 at  Hamburg  29 
Oct  (PY),  2 at  Niagara  18-19  Nov  (WD’A,  BP), 
and  6 at  Derby  Hill  29  Oct  (BPu).  Two  hun- 
dred Forster’s  Terns  were  at  Mecox  Bay,  Long 
I.  20  Aug  (HM,  CG),  and  400  were  at  Man- 
asquan  Inlet,  NJ  30  Oct  (BR).  Juv.  Arctic  Terns 
were  found  at  Moriches  in  early  Aug  (SSM) 
and  at  Mecox  8 Aug  (AB).  Some  60  Black 
Terns  were  counted  at  Montauk  23  Sep  (AJL). 
Two  Razorbills  on  the  Great  Lakes  were  big 
news  and  consistent  with  recent  population 
increase  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy:  one  was  at  Fort 
Niagara  19  Nov  (WD’A  et  al.),  and  another 
was  at  Derby  Hill  21  Oct  (M.  Harvey). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Seven  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  found  in 
New  Jersey  11  Aug-25  Oct;  5 of  these  were  at 
Cape  May  and  the  others  at  Marlton,  Burling- 
ton 2-18  Sep  (T.  Wilson)  and  Newark,  Essex 
12  Oct  (C.  Holzapfel).  White-winged  Doves 
were  at  Cape  May  12  Sep  (CJV),  Wildwood, 
Cape  May  25-26  Sep  (M.  Shippani),  Ocean 
City,  Cape  May  15  Oct  (D.  Parlee),  and  at  Cape 
May  6 Nov  (D.  Czaplak).  Both  cuckoos  were 
reported  in  above-average  abundance,  and 
both  were  noted  late  into  the  fall.  Fifteen  Yel- 
low-billeds  were  at  White  Clay  S.P,  New  Cas- 
tle, DE  6 Sep  (DLS),  and  a late  Black-billed 
was  at  Sandy  Hook  11  Nov  (K.  Watson).  Jim 
Clinton  has  been  counting  migrating  Com- 
mon Nighthawks  over  the  Wading  R.  on  Long 
I.  for  five  years,  and  the  109  he  tallied  this  fall 
was  the  lowest  so  far.  Northern  Saw- whet 
Owls  were  scarce;  40  were  banded  at  Alleghe- 
ny S.P.,  Cattaraugus , NY  1 Oct-24  Nov  (Tom 
LeBlanc),  and  15  were  banded  at  Wethersfield, 
Wyoming , NY  1-31  Oct  (David  Junkin).  Twen- 
ty-two Short-eared  Owls  were  at  their  tradi- 
tional wintering  area  at  Porter,  Niagara , NY  6 
Nov  (D.  Sharon),  and  8 were  at  Jake’s  Landing, 
Cape  May,  NJ  (B.  Johnson,  PS,  CS).  Five  oth- 
ers were  reported  in  upstate  New  York. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A Hammond’s  Flycatcher  at  the  Marshlands 
Conservancy  in  Rye,  Westchester,  NY  19-28 
Nov  (TWB,  GB,  JA,  K.  Lewis)  was  clearly 
photographed  and  videotaped,  a 2nd  state 
record.  Fifty  Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Cape 


May  4 Nov  (PEL),  40  were  at  Caumsett  S.P., 
Long  I.  5 Nov  (JG1),  and  30+  were  at  Staten  I. 
27  Oct  (RRV).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at  R.M.S.P.  24- 
25  Sep  (SSM,  PL  et  al.)  furnished  about  an 
18th  state  record.  There  was  only  one  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  reported,  at  Cape  May  25 
Oct  (W.  Murphy).  A Sulphur-bellied/ 
Streaked  Flycatcher  at  Cape  May  13  Oct 
(tG.  L.  Armistead,  B.  Brown  et  al.)  furnished 
a first  record  of  the  genus  Myiodynastes  for 
New  Jersey  and  is  one  of  about  four  for  the 
Atlantic  coast;  this  individual  is  believed  to 
have  been  a Sulphur-bellied.  A Gray  King- 
bird was  at  Sandy  Hook  23  Sep  (SB,  LM  et 
al.)  for  the  2nd  in  New  Jersey  in  as  many 
years.  Single  Western  Kingbirds  were  at  Cape 
May  9 Sep  (S.  Ziegler),  Montauk  14  Oct 
(JG1),  and  at  the  New  York  Botanical  Garden 
25  Nov  (W.  Matsuhito,  J.  van  Dort  et  al).  A 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  near  Bombay 
Hook  7-19  Aug  (Z.  Lohinar,  m.ob.).  Seventy- 
five  or  more  Red-eyed  Vireos  at  Sandy  Hook 
22  Sep  (TBo)  represented  a substantial  total 
away  from  Cape  May.  About  17  Northern 
Shrikes  Regionwide  included  one  at  West- 
ville,  Franklin,  NY  28  Sep  for  the  earliest  state 
record  (Hollis  White).  A Fish  Crow  in  Essex, 
NY  29  Oct  was  a 5th  record  for  that  region 
(JT,  PT). 

Four  hundred  Purple  Martins  at  the 
Franklin  Parker  Preserve,  Burlington,  NJ  and 
200  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  at  Ni- 
agara 29  Oct  (WD’A,  BP)  were  substantial 
concentrations.  Cave  Swallows  appeared  in 
small  numbers  compared  to  recent  falls;  there 
were  17  Regionwide,  with  concentrations  of 
6+  at  Cape  May  18-21  Nov  (PEL  et  al.)  and  7 
at  Braddock  Bay  29  Nov  (DT  et  al.).  An 
unidentified  pale-rumped  swallow  at  Niagara 
17-18  Nov  (S.  MacKenzie,  JP)  may  well  have 
been  this  species.  Among  the  Braddock  Bay 
Cave  Swallows  was  a Violet-green  Swallow 
(DT),  potentially  a first  state  record  if  docu- 
mented. A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  late  at 
Orient  Point,  Long  L,  NY  19  Nov  (JO),  and 
another  was  even  later  at  Middletown,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  28  Nov  (NK).  Three  Sedge  Wrens 
at  Bombay  Hook  5 Aug  and  one  at  Jake’s 
Landing,  Cape  May,  NJ  21  Aug  may  have  bred 
locally,  but  singles  at  Allendale,  Bergen,  NJ  3- 
5 Oct,  Garret  Mt.,  NJ  24  Oct,  Manahawkin, 


| Hummingbirds  continue  their  invasion  of  the  Northeast.  This  autumn  season,  there  were  1 0 Rufous  Hummingbirds 
J 1 1 (and  one  Rufous/Allen's),  including  one  bird  as  far  n.  as  Petersburg,  Renssaeler,  NY.  Most  were  noted  after  mid-Oct, 
but  one  was  in  Aug  and  one  in  Sep.  A Black-chinned  Hummingbird  was  identified  at  Vernon,  Sussex,  NJ  31 0ct-l  Nov  (F. 
Weber,  G.  Cambpell,  J.  Zamos)  for  a 4th  state  record.  In  addition,  12  Ruby-throateds  were  reported  later  than  15  Oct.  Selas- 
phorus  hummingbirds  were  unrecorded  in  New  Jersey  before  1990,  and  as  recently  as  1999,  there  were  only  11  records  of 
the  genus,  five  of  them  identifiably  Rufous.  As  of  2006,  seven  species  of  hummingbirds  have  occurred  in  New  Jersey,  and  Ru- 
fous/Allen's are  expected  each  fall. 
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r A A surge  of  Connecticut  Warblers  appeared  in  Mew  Jersey  and  the  New  York  City  area  7-12  Sep,  when  a minimum  of 
3n  35  birds  was  reported.  This  total  included  daily  tallies  of  5 at  Cape  May  7-8  Sep  (SK,  GV),  4 at  Staten  I.,  NY  8 Sep 
(RRV),  5 at  Sandy  Hook  9-10  Sep  (RF,  JW),  and  4 at  Union  Beach,  Monmouth,  NJ 10  Sep  (TBo).  The  seasonal  total  for  the  en- 
tire Region  was  55-60  birds.  Levine  (in  Bull's  Birds  of  New  York  State,  1998)  discusses  the  species'  decline  since  the  1970s:  "Vir- 
tually all  occurrences  today  are  single  individuals,  with  very  rarely  two  to  four  being  seen  in  a single  area."  Walsh  et  al.  (in 
Birds  of  New  jersey,  1 999)  list  daily  maxima  from  Cape  May  of  1 3 and  8 birds,  but  Cape  May  normally  records  much  larger  to- 
tals of  almost  all  migrant  passerines  than  any  other  location  within  our  Region.  This  surge  was  not  related  to  a weather  event 
such  as  a stalled  front,  rain,  or  fog.  The  peak  numbers  occurred  during  clear  weather  with  light  northerly  or  northwesterly, 
ideal  conditions  for  migration.  Numerous  banding  studies  show  that  the  majority  of  migrant  passerines  captured  at  the  At- 
lantic coast  are  juvs.  (e.g.,  Baird,  J.  et  al.  1959.  Operation  Recovery;  report  on  mist-netting  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  in  1958. 
Bird-Banding  30: 143-171).  It  therefore  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  large  number  of  birds  reported  reflects  elevated 
reproduction  within  the  breeding  range. 


NJ  12-18  Nov  (T.  Bailey),  and  Democrat  Pt, 
NY  1 Oct  (G.  Quinn,  ROP)  were  certainly  mi- 
grants. A major  fallout  of  kinglets  in  late  Oct 
and  early  Nov  included  750  Golden- 
crowneds  at  R.M.S.P  22  Oct  (m.ob.),  lOOO 
Golden-crowneds  at  Sandy  Hook  22  Oct  (SB, 
LM),  and  200  Ruby-crowneds  at  Caumsett 
S.P.,  Long  I.,  NY  5 Nov  (JG1).  Hundreds  of 
both  kinglets  were  found  at  Cape  May  3-4 
Nov  (m.ob.). 

Three  Northern  Wheatears  were  recorded 
as  part  of  a major  irruption  to  e.  North  Amer- 
ica this  fall:  at  Bridgewater,  Somerset , NJ  31 
Aug  0-  Klizas);  at  Batavia  21-23  Oct  (MM, 
m.ob.);  and  at  South  Huntington,  Long  L,  NY 
26  Oct  (S.  Savage).  On  16  Sep,  30  Gray- 
cheeked and  16  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were 
heard  migrating  over  Orchard  Park,  Erie,  NY 
(MM);  55  Gray-cheekeds  were  banded  at 
Manitou,  Monroe,  NY  during  Sep,  with  a peak 
of  24  on  26  Sep  (B.B.B.O.),  and  many  mi- 
grants of  both  species  were  heard  over  Cape 
May  5-6  Oct  (MO’B).  Spectacular  were  the 
record-breaking  totals  of  Hermit  Thrushes 
seen  in  early  Nov:  on  3 Nov,  1000+  were  esti- 
mated at  both  Cape  May  and  Sandy  Hook 
(PEL,  SB,  PB,  m.ob.),  and  422  were  individu- 
ally counted  hopping  on  the  lawns  at  R.M.S.P 
(SSM).  An  enormous  total  of  15,820  Cedar 
Waxwings  was  counted  passing  by  Hamlin 
Beach  26  Aug  (DT)  and  an  additional  7860 
the  next  day. 

WARBLERS 

It  seems  worth  keeping  a running  total  of 
Golden-winged  Warblers  reported  in  fall,  giv- 
en their  substantial  decline  in  recent  years; 
this  season’s  total  of  14  included  3 at  Cape 
May  3-8  Sep,  3 on  Long  L,  and  3 in  the  New 
York  City  parks  5 Sep-4  Oct.  Two  Lawrence’s 
Warblers  included  a male  at  Tonawonda  31 
Aug  (JP)  and  one  in  Central  Park,  New  York 
City  13-15  Aug  (M.  Freeman  et  al.).  Six  Brew- 
ster’s Warblers  were  reported  8 Aug-11  Sep.  A 
“Calaveras  Warbler”  (the  ridgwayi  subspecies 


of  Nashville  Warbler)  was  identified  at  Lido 
Beach,  Nassau,  NY  18  Nov  (TWB,  GB,  JA).  A 
Yellow  Warbler  at  Fort  Tilden,  Queens,  NY  3 
Nov-Dec  (SBl)  was  very  late.  Yellow-rumped 


Warblers  reached  totals  of  50,000  at  Cape 
May  2 Nov  (m.ob.)  and  10,000  at  R.M.S.P  21 
Oct  (SSM).  A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
was  seen  briefly  at  Oakland,  Bergen,  NJ,  25 
Sep  0-  Amesbury  et  al).  The  only  Cerulean 
Warbler  was  one  at  Howland  Island  W.M.A., 
Cayuga,  NY  9 Sep  (BPu).  Yellow-throated 
Warblers  were  seen  at  Jamaica  Bay  13  Sep 
(KF)  and  Ausable  Pt.,  Clinton,  NY  15-16  Nov 
(B.  Mcallister,  J.  Stein),  and  a Prothonotary 
Warbler  was  at  Montauk  10  Sep  (HM,  BKa). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Summer  Tanagers  n.  of  Cape  May  included 
one  at  Montauk  22  Sep  (VB,  P Rosen)  and  an 
exceptionally  late  bird  at  Wilson,  Niagara,  NY 
13-21  Nov  (BP,  WD’A,  m.ob.).  An  American 
Tree  Sparrow  at  Amherst  S.P  26  Sep  was  very 
early  and  represented  the  first  Sep  record  for 


that  area  (RS).  About  40  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  reported,  virtually  all  of  them  at  or 
near  the  coast.  Higher  counts  of  Vesper  Spar- 
rows were  4 at  Tewksbury,  Hunterdon,  NJ  2 
Nov  and  7 at  Cape  May  4 Nov  (RC).  About  16 
Lark  Sparrows  were  found,  a rather  low  num- 
ber, though  5 on  Long  L,  NY  was  considered 
better  than  average,  at  least  for  recent  years. 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  found  in  Central 
Park  31  Oct  (LS,  m.ob.;  the  first  there  since 
1952)  and  at  Sandy  Hook  18  Nov  (TBo).  One 
or  2 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  at  Sandy  Hook 
16-18  & 22  Oct  (TBo,  SB  et  al.);  and  another 
was  at  Bashakill,  Sullivan,  NY  22  Oct  (JH  et 
al.).  A Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (sub- 
species unknown)  at  Van  Buren,  Onondaga,  NY 
0-  Brin)  provided  a first  record  for  the  Oneida 
Lake  Basin.  Inundations  of  migrant  sparrows 
in  coastal  areas  occurred  22  Oct  and  3 Nov, 
both  days  with  dropping  temperatures  and 
light  northerly  or  northwesterly 
winds.  On  the  latter  date,  35,000 
sparrows  were  estimated  at  Cape  May, 
including  White-throated,  Swamp, 
Song,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  Chipping, 
and  Field  in  approximate  order  of 
abundance  (PEL,  m.ob.).  Some  indi- 
vidual species  estimates  were  5000 
White-throateds  at  Higbee  (CJV), 
3000  at  R.M.S.P  (SSM),  and  3000  at 
Sandy  Hook,  plus  5000  Swamp  Spar- 
rows at  Sandy  Hook  (TBo).  On  22 
Oct,  3000  juncos  were  at  Sandy  Hook 
(TBo),  2000  were  at  Montauk  (VB), 
and  1000  were  at  R.M.S.P.  (SSM).  Un- 
like the  situation  last  year,  these  mas- 
sive numbers  occurred  during  ideal 
conditions  for  migration,  and  the 
birds  were  not  forced  down  by  fog  or 
rain.  Harris’s  Sparrows  appeared  at 
Fort  Tilden,  Long  I.,  NY  7 Oct  (E. 
Taylor),  at  Sandy  Hook  the  next  day 
(SB,  PB),  and  at  Goshen,  Cape  May  26  Nov 
(PS,  CS).  Two  ad.  Gambel’s  White-crowned 
Sparrows  were  found:  one  at  the  Fresh  Kills 
Dump  on  Staten  L,  NY  17  Oct  (RRV,  TB  et  al), 
the  other  at  R.M.S.P  22  Oct  (SSM).  About  15 
Blue  Grosbeaks  were  found  in  coastal  New 
York  16  Sep-29  Oct.  A green  Painted  Bunting 
was  found  at  Watermill,  Long  L,  NY  15  Oct 
(HM).  A pair  of  Dickcissels  successfully  nested 
at  Cape  May  this  summer,  and  2 of  their  young 
were  seen  1-3  Aug  (PEL);  otherwise  about  36 
migrants  were  seen  Regionwide. 

BLACKBIRDS  AND  OTHER  FINCHES 

Three  hundred  Bobolinks  were  at  Bombay 
Hook  1 Sep  (FR),  and  400  were  at  Cape  May 
5 Sep  (CJV).  Five  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  reported:  an  imm.  male  at  Cape  May  25 
Aug  (KL,  JL),  2 at  Brigantine  9 Sep  (KJ),  one 


This  Nashville  Warbler  at  Lido  Beach,  Long  Island,  New  York  18  November 
2006  showed  several  features  that  suggested  it  may  have  been  of  the 
western  subspecies  ridgwayf.  the  contrast  between  the  extensively  gray 
back  and  the  bright  yellow  rump  and  the  bird's  frequent  tail-flicking 
were  the  most  convincing  characters  that  suggested  "Calaveras  Warbler." 
Photograph  by  Gail  Benson. 
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at  Sharptown,  Salem , NJ  23  Oct  (SK),  and 
one  at  Woodstown,  Salem , NJ  23  Oct  (SK). 
Purple  Finches  were  remarkably  scarce  (re- 
ports of  fewer  than  15  from  the  entire  Re- 
gion), and  crossbills  were  restricted  to  the 
Adirondack  and  Oneida  Lake  Basin  areas. 
Small  flocks  of  both  Red  and  White-winged 
Crossbills  in  the  Aclirondacks  in  Oct-Nov 
suggested  the  beginnings  of  an  incursion,  but 
most  stayed  n.  later  in  the  winter  (JMCP). 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween, but  one  was  seen  s.  to  Marlton, 
Burlington , NJ  21  Oct  (fide  PD). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park),  Robert 
S.Andrle,  Jim  Ash,  John  Askildsen,  Pete 
Bacinski  (New  Jersey),  Andrew  Baldelli,  Scott 
Barnes  (North  Coast  Region,  NJ:  Sandy  Hook 
Bird  Observatory,  RO.  Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock, 
NJ  07732),  Maurice  V.  Barnhill,  Ahmet  Baytas, 
Gail  Benson,  Brenda  Best,  Shane  Blodgett, 
Michael  Bochnik  (Hudson-Delaware  region, 
NY:  86  Empire  Street,  Yonkers,  NY  10704), 
Andrew  Block  (AB1),  Tom  Boyle  (TBo),  Calvin 
Brennan,  Tom  Brown,  Thomas  W.  Burke 
(New  York  R.B.A.),  Barbara  Butler  ( Dutchess , 
NY),  Vicki  Bustamante,  Colin  D.  Campbell,  B. 
Carlson,  Judy  Cinquina,  Richard  Crossley,  D. 
Daniels,  Willie  D’Anna,  Mike  Davids,  Dean 


DiTommaso  (DDi),  Alex  D’Onfrio,  John  van 
Dort,  Doyle  Dowdell  (DDo),  Jim  Dowdell, 
Paul  Driver  (sw.  New  Jersey:  915  Melrose  Av- 
enue, Elkins  Park,  PA  19027),  Pete  Dunne 
(PDu),  Gail  Dwyer,  Dale  Dyer  DDy),  Andrew 
R Ednie  (New  Castle  and  Kent , DE:  59  Lawson 
Ave.,  Claymont,  DE  19703),  Vince  Elia  (South 
Coast  & Delaware  Bay  regions,  NJ:  CMBO 
R&E  Center,  600  Rte.  47  N,  Cape  May  Court- 
house, NJ  08120),  Mike  Fahay,  Chris  Gange- 
mi,  Mark  S.  Garland  (Cape  May,  NJ),  John 
Gluth  (JG1),  Kevin  C.  Griffith  (Genesee  Re- 
gion, NY:  61  Grandview  Lane,  Rochester,  NY 
14612),  A1  Guarente,  Rich  Guthrie,  Nick 
Hamblet,  Armas  E.  Hill  (Philadelphia  Bird- 
line),  Robb  Jett,  Sandra  Keller,  Brian  Kane, 
Nerses  Kazanjian,  Bill  Krueger,  Robert  J. 
Kurtz,  Laurie  Larson  (New  Jersey),  Anthony 
J.  Lauro,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Frank  Lenik,  Fred 
Lesser,  Patricia  Lindsay,  Karl  Lukens,  Linda 
Mack,  Dave  Magpiong,  Kevin  McGann,  Hugh 
McGuiness  (E.  Long  I.,  NY:  P.O.  Box  3005, 
Southampton,  NY  11969),  Charles  Mitchell, 
Shai  S.  Mitra  (Long  I.  and  New  York  City;  RO. 
Box  142,  Brightwaters,  NY  11718),  Mike  Mor- 
gante  (MMo;  Niagara  Frontier  region,  NY:  59 
Briar  Hill  Road,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127), 
Sean  Murphy,  George  Myers,  Dave  Neveu, 
Michael  O’Brien,  Jim  Osterlund,  Bill  Ostran- 
der (Finger  Lakes  region,  NY:  80  Westmont 


Ave.,  Elmira,  NY  14904),  Jim  Pawlicki,  Bruce 
G.  Peterjohn,  John  M.  C.  Peterson  (Adiron- 
dack-Champlain  Region,  NY:  477  County  Rte 
8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932),  Betsy  Potter, 
Bill  Purcell  (BPu;  Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  281 
Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076),  Bill  Re- 
sotko,  Frank  Rohrbacher,  Karen  & Barbara 
Rubinstein,  Joseph  W.  Russell,  Richard  Salem- 
bier,  Frank  Sencher,  Jr.  (nw.  New  Jersey:  43 
Church  Rd.  Milford,  NJ  08848),  Frank 
Sencher,  Sr.,  Mike  Shanahan  (MSh),  Dominic 
Sherony,  Ed  Sigda,  Sean  Sime,  Robert  & Su- 
san Spahn  (RSp;  Genesee  Ornithological  Soci- 
ety), Lloyd  Spitalnik,  Derek  L.  Stoner,  Clay 
Sutton,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape  May  B.O.),  W. 
Symonds,  S.  Taylor,  David  Tetlow,  John  Thax- 
ton,  Patricia  Thaxton,  Alex  Tongas,  Frank 
Voelker,  Christopher  J.  Vogel,  William  Wat- 
son, Rich  Waynor,  George  Wenzelburger,  Car- 
ol & Owen  Whitby,  Frank  Winfelder,  Will 
Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk  region,  NY:  269 
Schneider  Road,  Hudson,  NY  12534),  Peter 
Yoerg,  Robert  P.  Yunick,  Mike  Zebehazy, 
Louise  Zemaitis.  & 
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Middle  Atlantic 


Todd  M.  Day 

Aside  from  the  early  September  passage 
of  Tropical  Storm  (technically,  Tropi- 
cal Depression)  Ernesto , the  autumn 
had  mild  but  mostly  “average”  weather  in 
each  month,  with  few  spikes  or  drops  in  tem- 
perature that  would  be  considered  unseason- 
able, aside  from  a warm  November,  and  no 
truly  rip-roaring  fronts  other  than  a coastal 


low  22  November.  It  is  perhaps  sur- 
prising, then,  that  some  of  the  high- 
est counts  of  Baltimore  Oriole,  Barn 
Swallow,  Eastern  Kingbird,  Hudson- 
ian  Godwit,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
and  White-throated  Sparrow 
(among  others)  for  recent  years 
were  made  in  coastal  areas  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  this  season. 
Ernesto  provided  excitement  in  the 
form  of  two  potentially  new  Virginia 
birds  (though  both  have  been  re- 
ported on  multiple  occasions  in  the 
past) — Bulwers  Petrel  and  Brown  Noddy — 
while  Maryland  added  Inca  Dove  and  possi- 
bly two  rather  cryptic  taxa:  Cape  Verde  Shear- 
water and  Southwestern  Willow  Flycatcher. 

Abbreviations:  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.W.R., 
Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel, 
Northampton,  VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA );  Craney  (Craney  I., 


Portsmouth,  VA);  D C.  (District  of  Colum- 
bia); Forman’s  Branch  (Forman’s  Branch  B.O., 
formerly  listed  as  Chino  Farms,  Queen  Anne’s, 
MD);  Hart  (Hart  Miller  I.,  Baltimore,  MD); 
Kipt.  (Kiptopeke  S.P.,  Northampton,  VA)-, 
PPG.  Ponds  (PPG.  Industries  Ponds,  North 
Branch,  Allegany,  MD). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Kent’s  Great  Oak  Pond  continues  to  be  one  of 
Maryland’s  best  venues  for  notable  waterfowl, 
especially  geese.  A Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  reported  there  30  Sep  and  1 Oct 
(RFR,  WGE),  and  as  many  as  4 Ross’s  Geese 
were  present  12-30  Oct  (WGE,  NLM).  Two 
Ross’s  Goose  x Snow  Goose  hybrids  were 
there  12  & 30  Oct  (WGE,  NLM),  and  Cack- 
ling Geese  of  the  nominate  subspecies  were 
regularly  reported  30  Sep-4  Nov,  with  6 
among  1200  Canada  Geese  30  Sep  (RFR, 
WGE).  A Barnacle  Goose  was  reported  there 
30  Sep,  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  one  in 
2005  (RFR,  WGE);  an  escapee  Egyptian 
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Goose  was  seen  30  Sep-1  Oct  (RFR,  WGE).  A 
Brant  was  a good  find  at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  28 
Oct-20  Nov  (PP,  RH,  Mike  Bowen).  Up  to  4 
Cackling  Geese  were  at  Centennial  L., 
Howard  29-30  Nov  (June  Tveekrem,  Steve 
Collins);  there  were  other  Cackling  Geese  re- 
ports scattered  throughout  the  Region,  none 
earlier  than  30  Sep.  Vir- 
ginia’s only  Ross’s  Goose 
reports  came  from  areas 
along  the  immediate  coast. 

The  2 wing-tagged  sibling 
Trumpeter  Swans  from  the 
Ontario  reintroduction 
program  that  have  been  at 
locations  in  Anne  Arundel 
and  Prince  George’s,  MD 
were  both  present  through- 
out fall.  A neck-collared 
Trumpeter  Swan  from  the 
Ohio  reintroduction  efforts 
was  present  for  much  of 
fall  in  Fauquier,  VA  and 
was  accompanied  by  an 
unhanded  Trumpeter.  It 
has  become  apparent  that 
free-flying  Trumpeter 
Swans  are  increasing  in  the 
Region,  and  observers 
should  therefore  identify 
swans  more  critically.  A 
carefully  identified  Tundra  Swan  25  Aug  at 
Georgetown,  Kent  was  either  early  or  sum- 
mered undetected  nearby  (WGE,  NLM). 

Absent  from  most  reports  this  fall  were 
other  waterfowl  of  note.  A few  exceptions  in- 
cluded a drake  Eurasian  Wigeon  that  re- 
turned to  Ridgeway  Park,  Hampton,  VA, 
where  it  wintered  (Ben  Copeland).  A Ring- 
necked Duck  that  likely  summered  but  was 
not  detected  until  fall  was  at  the  Berlin  S.T.P., 
Worcester,  MD  10  Aug  (MH,  ZB).  Surf  Scoters 
were  found  on  two  rivers  7 Oct:  one  on  the 
Potomac  R.  at  Seneca,  Montgomery,  MD 
(DCz)  and  4 on  the  Anacostia  R.,  D.C.  (PP). 
Another  was  at  Piney  Res.,  Garrett,  MD  27-29 
Oct  (ML  et  al.).  Two  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
found  inland  in  Virginia:  23  Nov  at  Mill  Creek 
L.,  Amherst  (Markjohnson)  and  25-27  Nov  at 
Walrond  Park,  Roanoke  (Clark  & Stephanie 
Hill  et  al.).  Seven  Ruddy  Ducks,  including  an 
ad.  hen  with  a fuzzy-headed,  begging  juv., 
were  at  Hart  23  Sep  (RFR  et  al.);  the  species  is 
an  extremely  rare  breeder  in  the  Region. 

A Pacific  Loon  was  seen  briefly  but  well  22 
Nov  on  the  Lafayette  R.  at  Norfolk,  VA 
(tRLAk).  There  was  an  above-average  num- 
ber of  Red-throated  Loons  reported  from  in- 
land locations,  where  rare.  Three  were  seen  8 
Oct  over  Rock  Creek  Park,  D.C.  (GM,  BC  et 
al.);  one  was  seen  12  Nov  from  Hains  Pt., 


D.C.  (GM,  BC);  one  was  at  Greenbrier  S.P., 
Washington,  MD  15  Nov  (fide  RFR);  one  was 
at  Quillen’s,  Augusta,  VA  23  Nov  (AL);  and  2 
were  at  Piney  Run  Park,  Carroll,  MD  23  Nov 
(RFR).  A Western  Grebe  was  seen  at  Belmont 
Bay  on  the  Occoquan  R.,  Prince  William,  VA  4 
Nov  (TKG,  JK);  this  bird  was  possibly  seen 
later  in  winter  a few  km 
downriver.  Virginia  has  10 
previous  records,  plus  10 
more  of  Clark’s/Western 
(and  one  of  a returning 
Clark’s,  2000-2005).  Hart 
continues  to  produce  high- 
counts  of  Pied-billed 
Grebes,  with  133  noted  12 
Aug  (EJS  et  al.),  108  there 
16  Sep  (SS,  JA  et  al.),  and 
110  on  23  Sep  (RFR  et  al). 
A Horned  Grebe  on  the  Po- 
tomac R.,  Montgomery,  MD 
28  Sep  was  early  (DCz). 
Single  Red-necked  Grebes 
were  reported  at  Rocky 
Gap  S.P.,  Allegany,  MD  4-8 
Nov  (JoTm  Hubbell  et  al.); 
at  Gunners  L.  near  Ger- 
mantown, Montgomery, 
MD  7-11  Nov  (Jim  Green 
et  al.);  at  Oak  Grove  Lake 
Park,  Chesapeake,  VA  10- 
18  Nov  (DCl);  and  at  Liberty  L.,  Carroll,  MD 
14  Nov  (RFR).  A few  others  were  reported 
from  the  immediate  coast  or  Bay,  where  ex- 
pected. Two  Eared  Grebes  at 
Shirley  Plantation,  Charles 
City,  VA  2-4  Sep  was  an  un- 
expected bonus  for  observers 
seeking  birds  displaced  by 
Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  (AB, 

AD,  Allen  Bryan),  though 
their  discovery  probably  had 
little  to  do  with  the  storm. 

Two  were  at  Craney,  where 
somewhat  expected  but  still 
notable,  26  Sep-1  Oct  (DCr 
et  al);  one  was  on  the  pond 
on  Bells  Lane,  Staunton,  VA  1 
Oct  (AL,  ph.  Rexanne  Bruno, 

Susan  Stanon,  Judy  Wie- 
gand);  and  one  was  at  the  Easton  W.T.R,  Tal- 
bot, MD  19-31  Oct  (fide  LR). 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Calonectris  shearwater  seen  in  Worcester, 
MD  waters  21  Oct  (PG  et  al.,  ph.)  appears  to 
be  a candidate  for  Cape  Verde  Shearwater. 
The  bird’s  overall  “rakish  appearance”  and  its 
thin  grayish  bill  appear  to  accord  with  that 
species,  but  photographs  were  not  adequate 
to  depict  aspects  of  plumage  clearly.  If  accept- 


ed, it  would  represent  the  2nd  North  Ameri- 
can record  for  the  newly  recognized  species, 
formerly  classed  as  the  edwardsii  subspecies 
of  Cory’s  Shearwater.  Another  of  the  season’s 
most  notable  reports  was  an  imm.  Brown 
Booby  discovered  off  Fort  Story,  Virginia 
Beach  5-9  Aug  (Kim  Hafner,  MH,  m.ob.,  ph.). 
Virginia  has  five  previous  records  of  the 
species.  American  White  Pelicans  are  some- 
what expected  at  a few  Virginia  locations  such 
as  Craney,  Kipt.,  and  Hog  L,  Suny,  with  seem- 
ingly annual  reports  from  the  three  locations 
of  an  individual  or  2.  This  year  was  no  excep- 
tion, with  all  three  sites  sporadically  posting 
reports  10  Sep-28  Nov.  For  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive winter,  a flock  of  American  White  Peli- 
cans has  found  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorch- 
ester, MD  a suitable  place  to  spend  the  season. 
The  first  report  was  of  3 on  3 Nov  (Marcy 
Stutzman),  growing  to  30  before  winter’s  end. 
Another  out-of-place  sighting  was  a pelican 
that  frequented  Accotink  Bay,  Fairfax,  VA  25 
Nov+  (ph.  Bill  McGovern,  m.ob.).  A Great 
Cormorant  at  Ocean  City  Inlet  8 Aug  was  ear- 
ly, or  perhaps  spent  the  summer  nearby  (Don 
& Carol  Broderick).  An  Anhinga  was  seen 
from  the  hawkwatch  platform  at  Kipt.  20  Nov 
(ph.  SM,  JR).  Single  Great  White  Herons — 
extremely  rare  in  the  Region — were  found  at 
Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent  20  Aug-24  Oct 
(ph.  BH,  HH,  JBr,  m.ob.),  at  Fishers  Hill, 
Shenandoah,  VA  5 Nov-Dec  (Edna  Aaron, 
Carol  Laing,  m.ob.;  apparently  a bird  present 
there  since  1 Sep,  found  road-killed  in  early 
Dec),  and  in  the  Parker’s 
Cr./Scientist’s  Cliffs  area  of 
Calvert,  MD  24  Sep-21  Nov 
(Leslie  Starr,  Joe  Turner,  SS). 
A good  Piedmont  report  of 
herons  came  from  Staunton 
River  S.P.,  Charlotte,  VA  27 
Aug,  where  Blalock  noted  40 
Great  Egrets,  6 Little  Blue 
Herons,  and  an  imm.  Tricol- 
ored Heron  that  had  been 
present  since  13  Aug.  A 
Green  Heron  was  at  Ocean 
City  1 1 Nov,  a late  date  (RFR 
et  al).  An  imm.  White  Ibis 
was  at  the  newly  created 
Blackjack  wetlands  mitigation  site,  Culpeper, 
VA  2 Aug  (ph.  1CT);  another  imm.  was  at 
Staunton  River  S.P  22  Aug  (H.  Fenton  Day 
111).  An  imm.  Glossy  Ibis  was  at  Airlie  Res., 
Fauquier  23  Aug-2  Sep  (ph.  Joyce  Palm,  Anne 
Pelletier,  SAH,  TMD).  An  imm.  Wood  Stork 
was  photographed  along  the  Severn  R.,  near 
Hayes,  Gloucester,  VA  14  Aug  (ph.  Steven 
Hards). 

Two  second-hand  reports  of  Swallow- 
tailed Kites  from  Maryland  and  one  from  Vir- 


Virginia's  first  "twitchable"  Brown  Booby  since 
1968  was  this  cooperative  immature  found  by 
Kim  and  Matt  Hafner  at  Fort  Story,  Virginia 
Beach,  Virginia  6 August  2006;  the  bird,  proba- 
bly by  virtue  of  its  name,  became  an  instant 
celebrity  on  television,  radio,  and  in  print  me- 
dia. Photograph  by  Bill  Hubick. 


This  juvenile  Sabine's  Gull  lingered  at 
Conowingo  Dam,  Harford/Cecil  Counties, 
Maryland  from  24  September  through  1 
October  (here)  2006.  With  only  three 
accepted  state  records,  this  was  the  first 
individual  to  linger  for  more  than  one 
day.  Photograph  by  Mark  L Hoffman. 
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Maryland's  first  Inca  Dove  was  discovered  coming  to  a Laurel,  Prince  Georges  County  feeder  on  5 (here  6)  November  2006  by 
Derek  Richardson;  it  remained  just  those  two  days.  Photograph  by  Mark  L.  Hoffman. 


ginia  made  it  to  the  editor  (as  had  one  in  the 
spring  of  2006,  front  Garrett , MD,  not  pub- 
lished). The  ease  of  identification  of  the 
species  lends  credibility  to  such  reports,  but 
we  would  very  much  prefer  to  receive  some 
form  of  documentation  of  these  birds.  One 
was  seen  in  the  Turkey  Neck  area,  Garrett, 
MD  2 Aug  ( fide  HH);  2 were  seen  near  the 
Clinch  R.,  Scott,  VA  14  Aug  (fide  ESB);  and 
another  was  at  Cromwell  Valley  Park  18  Aug, 
for  Baltimore's  3rd  report  (fide  Jim  Meyers). 
Mississippi  Kites  were  reported  from  Buck- 
land,  at  the  Prince  William/Fauquier  line  6-22 
Aug,  with  as  many  as  4 seen  there  8 Aug 
(RPA,  Joan  Boudreau,  TMD,  1CT);  no  hatch- 
year  birds  were  seen,  only  ad.  and  second- 
year  types;  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  they 
breed  here  in  the  future.  The  Annandale  and 
Waynewood  breeders  in  Fail  fax  were  last  re- 
ported 12  (Stephen  Eccles)  & 20  Aug  (Glenn 
Koppel),  respectively.  A Mississippi  Kite  was 
seen  at  Darnestown,  Montgomery,  MD  9 Sep 
(Don  Simonson),  and  one  was  seen  not  far 
away  at  Cabin  John  Regional  Park,  Mont- 
gomery, MD  10  Sep  (fide  RS);  the  species  is 
still  far  less  numerous  in  Maryland.  One  of 


the  gems  of  fall  raptor  migration  is  Swainson’s 
Hawk,  and  reports  of  this  w.  species  are  typi- 
cally confined  to  Virginia. 

This  year  there  were  only 
two  reports:  one  at  Harvey’s 
Knob,  Botetourt  18  Sep 
(tTad  Finnell);  and  another 
on  the  s.  tip  of  Northampton 
11-12  Nov  (JK,  fide  KG).  An 
imm.  Golden  Eagle  was  seen 
frequently  at  Prince  William 
landfill  10-25  Nov  (CH, 
m.ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH 
TERNS 

A well-described  Yellow 
Rail  was  reported  22  Sep  at 
Finzel  Swamp,  Garrett,  MD  (ML);  the  species 
is  known  from  Sep  (and  even  one  Aug  record) 
in  Virginia,  but  this  represents  an  early  date 
for  Maryland.  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.  contin- 
ues to  host  breeding  King  Rails,  one  of  the  Re- 
gion’s taxa  in  decline,  with  reports  22  Aug-24 
Nov  (RR,  Larry  Meade,  m.ob.);  encouraging 
were  reports  of  them  on  Virginia’s  Northern 


Neck,  with  2 at  Leedstown,  Westmoreland  19 
Nov  and  one  along  the  Rappahannock  R., 
Richmond,  24  Nov  (both  FA);  this  species  may 
thrive  in  this  peninsula’s  marshes.  Outlier 
Kings  were  singles  at  Tanyard,  Caroline,  MD 
27  Aug  (JBr,  HH,  MH)  and  at  Julie  Metz  wet- 
lands, Prince  William  21  Oct  (MR  et  ah), 
where  they  have  been  previously  reported. 
Two  Sandhill  Cranes  were  seen  flying  over 
Snickers  Gap,  Loudoun/Clarke,  VA  12  Sep 
(BL). 

Among  the  birds  displaced  by — or  at  least 
those  having  their  migration  interrupted  by — 
Ernesto  were  many  shorebirds,  though  many 
of  the  species  that  were  seen  in  unexpected 
locations  do  have  some  history  of  showing  up 
in  unusual  spots,  and  so  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine whether  they  were  related  to  the 
storm’s  passage.  A hock  of  54  Black-bellied 
Plovers  at  Capeville,  Northampton  21  Aug  was 
notable  for  including  6 juvs.  so  early  (ESB).  A 
Piping  Plover  at  Assateague  L,  Worcester,  MD 
11  Nov  was  late  (JLS).  Two  American  Avocets 
at  Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City  10  Aug 
(AB)  and  one  at  a farm  pond  on  Rte.  642,  Au- 
gusta 2 Oct  (ph.  Steve  Thornhill)  stand  out 


among  the  myriad  reports  of  avocets  and 
Black-necked  Stilts  at  expected  coastal  loca- 
tions. A Willet  was  at  Occoquan  N.W.R.  2 Sep 
(JK),  and  another  was  at  Shirley  Plantation 
the  same  day  (AB,  AD,  ABr),  both  Ernesto 
birds,  probably  both  Western  Willets.  Upland 
Sandpipers  were  reported  from  the  Reming- 
ton area,  Fauquier  and  Culpeper,  with  6 there 
12  Aug  (Phil  Kenny)  and  one  there  29  Aug 
(TMD);  one  was  at  Huntley  Meadows  28  Aug 
(ph.  Sandy  Farcas).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was 
at  the  Hughes  Polo  Grounds,  Montgomery, 
MD  1-2  Sep  (CH);  one  was  found  at  Hains  Pt. 
3 Sep  (SS  et  al);  and  one  was  at  Swan  Harbor, 
Harford,  MD  10  Sep  (BH  et  al).  A double-dig- 
it flock  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  anywhere  in 
the  Region  is  notable,  but  35  seen  flying  over 
Rock  Creek  Park,  D.C.  30  Aug  was  particu- 
larly so  (JA,  Jon  Dunn).  A flock  of  14  n.  of 


£ A One  of  the  more  impressive  hawk  flights  recorded  at  Kiptopeke — and  certainly  the  best  in  recent  years— was  wit- 
J 1 1 nessed  9 Oct.  An  extended  northeaster  during  the  peak  of  Accipiter  migration  likely  stopped  southbound  hawks,  and 
when  light  northeasterly  winds  met  partly  cloudy  skies,  the  raptors  made  good  use  of  the  conditions.  Some  2845  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  and  395  Cooper's  Hawks  were  reckoned  over  1 1 hours — numbers  that  would  make  for  good  yearly  totals  at 
most  e.  ridge  sites— with  an  impressive  two-hour  total  of  1 246  Sharp-shinneds  noted  between  9:00  and  1 1 :00  EOT  (RLAn,  HTA, 
HLW,  LD,  TT).  The  following  day,  similar  conditions  made  for  another  impressive  migration,  giving  a two-day  total  of  3536 
Sharp-shinneds  and  679  Cooper's  Hawks  (SM  et  al.).  A complete  accounting  of  the  totals  of  all  raptors  seen  during  the  two  days 
can  be  viewed  online  (<http://hawkcount.org/month_summary.php?rsite=484&ryear=2006&rmonth=10&sec=key>). 


This  leucistic  hummingbird  of  unknown  species  was  photographed  in  Amelia 
County,  Virginia  1 August  2006.  Photograph  by  Larry  Lynch. 
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Until  2003,  Harris's  Sparrow  was  known  in  Virginia  only  from  sixteen  records  from  the 
northern  and  western  reaches  of  the  state;  this  adult  at  Kiptopeke  State  Park, 
Northampton  County  6 November  2006  was  the  third  of  its  species  for  this  coastal  lo- 
cale, the  other  two  having  been  found  in  November  2003.  Photograph  by  Scott  Come!!. 


Riverview  Farm,  Northampton  was  a 
good  count  just  after  Ernesto  2 Sep 
(HTA,  m.ob.);  2 remained  there  3 
Sep  and  3 at  nearby  Capeville  4 Sep 
(ESB).  Three  others  were  seen  at  ex- 
pected locations;  the  latest  reported 
was  one  at  Southwest  Area  Park, 

Baltimore  6 Nov  (Joel  Martin).  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  was  L.  Needwood, 
Montgomery , MD  1-2  Sep  (MH; 

Ernesto  bird);  another  was  seen  8 
Sep  at  the  RP.G.  Ponds  (ML).  The 
dire  plight  of  Red  Knots  continues, 
with  only  two  reports  reaching  the 
editor — hopefully  many  observers 
are  finding  knots  and  just  not  re- 
porting them.  Up  to  4 Sanderlings 
were  found  31  Aug-2  Sep  at  the 
RP.G.  Ponds  (JBC  et  ak);  another 
was  eating  worms  under  a tree  at 
Leesylvania  S.P.,  Prince  William  3 
Sep  (FA);  and  6 were  at  Quillens 
Pond,  Augusta  7 Sep  (AL,  PL).  Up  to  2 West- 
ern Sandpipers  were  at  the  P.P.G.  Ponds  27-28 
Aug  (JBC);  another  was  at  the  Youghioughe- 
ny  Res.,  Garrett,  MD  2 Sep  (JBC  et  al.);  and 
one  was  at  the  Roanoke  S.T.P.,  Roanoke  1 Sep, 
seen  with  one  White-rumped  Sandpiper  and 
2 Stilt  Sandpipers  (Mike  Purdy).  Two  White- 
rumpeds  were  at  the  Hughes  Polo  Grounds  2 
Sep  (RS),  and  one  was  at  the  REG.  Ponds  the 
same  day  0BC  et  al).  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were 
reported  from  at  least  15  different  locations 
18  Aug-23  Sep,  with  three  of  these  locations 
away  from  the  Coastal  Plain:  up  to  2 birds  at 
the  ERG.  Ponds  22  Aug-2  Sep  (ML,  JBC  et 
al);  one  at  the  Youghiougheny  Res.  2 Sep 
(JBC  et  al);  and  one  near  Aldie,  Loudoun,  VA 
11  Sep  (ph.  RPA).  The  latest  report  of  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  came  30  Oct  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot 
(JRe,  fide  LR). 

A Dunlin  was  at  McCagh’s  Pond,  Allegany 
6 Nov  (RFR);  another  was  at  Georgetown 
Res.,  D.C.  11  Nov  (PP,  RH).  Two  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers were  at  the  ERG.  Ponds  and  at  the 
Youghiougheny  Res.  2 Sep  0BC  et  al);  one 
was  at  the  P.P.G.  Ponds  8 Sep  (ML);  and  Paper 
Mill  Flats,  Baltimore  consistently  held  at  least 
a few  dozen  through  21  Oct,  with  the  maxi- 
mum being  69  there  12  Sep  (Taylor  McLean, 
Bill  Ellis,  Frode  Jacobsen),  and  the  last  4 be- 
ing reported  11  Nov  (Kye  Jenkins).  Pisano 
had  a gold  mine  of  atypical  birds  for  urban 
D.C.  at  Hains  Pi.,  owing  to  Ernesto  2 Sep.  His 
report  included  19  Stilt  Sandpipers,  14  Short- 
billed  Dowitchers,  a Long-billed  Dowitcher, 
and  a Ruddy  Turnstone  among  a few  more 
pedestrian  species.  Rockingham’s  first  Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  visited  Leonard’s  Pond  29- 
30  Aug  (AL,  PL,  ph.  BTe).  Other  inland  Buff- 
breasteds  were  2 at  the  Hughes  Polo  Grounds 


1-4  Sep  (CH);  2 at  a turf  farm  along  Rte.  219, 
Garrett  2 Sep  (JBC  et  al);  2 at  the  Summit 
Hall  turf  farm,  Montgomery  4 Sep  (DCz);  and 
one  at  the  Youghiougheny  Res.  8 Sep  (Dave 
Powell);  reports  of  birds  at  eight  other  coastal 
locations  came  in  30  Aug-19  Oct.  A Ruff  was 
at  Pemberton  Manor,  Queen  Anne’s,  MD  10 
Aug  (MH,  ZB);  another  was  at  Poplar  I.  17 
Aug  (JRe,  jtde  LR).  A Short-billed  Dowitcher 
was  at  Piney  Res.,  Garrett  2 Sep,  and  3 were  at 
the  Youghiuogheny  Res.  the  same  day  (JBC  et 
al).  Red-necked  Phalarope  reports  of  interest 
were:  one  on  28  Aug  at  Trout  Run  W.T.R,  s.  of 
Oakland,  Garrett  ( fide  HH);  as  many  as  12  at 


Craney  7 Aug-28  Sep  (Elisa  Enders,  DC  et 
al);  and  11  at  Poplar  I.  9 Sep  (JRe,  fide  LR). 

A Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  seen  in  Maryland 
waters  on  a pelagic  trip  26  Aug,  the  5 th  for 
the  state  (ph.  GMJ,  PG  et  al).  It  was  a good 
fall  for  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  the  Region.  A first- 
summer  bird  was  s.  of  Brookview,  Dorchester 
16  & 24  Sep  (Joe  Eades,  RFR,  HTA,  BH,  HH); 
a first-winter  bird  was  seen  22  Oct  at  Indian 
Town  Rd.,  Dorchester  (ph.  BH);  an  ad.  was  at 
the  Prince  William  landfill  10  Nov  (ph.  CH), 
while  an  ad.  and  a first-winter  were  there  the 


following  day  (ph.  TMD,  ICT,  SAH 
et  al).  Another  was  at  Dorey  Park, 
Henrico,  VA  22  Nov  (Joshua  Kre- 
itzer),  and  one  was  seen  again  at 
Prince  William  landfill  25  Nov  (JK). 
A first-  or  second-winter  Thayer’s 
Gull  was  at  the  same  landfill  24  Nov 
(tSS,  KG).  Single  Sabine’s  Gulls 
were  found  at  Craney  10  Sep  (DC  et 
al,  ph.  David  L.  Hughes)  and  at 
Conowingo  Dam,  HarjordJ Cecil,  MD 
24  Sep-1  Oct  (LR,  ph.  Greg  Furtal, 
RFR,  m.ob.).  A healthy  count  of  44 
Sandwich  Terns  came  from  As- 
sateague  1.  27  Aug,  along  with  one 
Roseate  Tern  (JLS). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
CROSSBILLS 

The  Region’s  first  Inca  Dove  ap- 
peared at  the  feeders  of  a birder  at 
Laurel,  Prince  George’s,  MD  5-6  Nov 
(ph.  Derek  Richardson,  ph.  GMJ,  ph.  MLH) — 
perhaps  not  unexpected  in  light  of  the  species’ 
steady  increase  in  the  Mississippi  R.  drainage 
but  still  without  precedent  anywhere  in  the 
East.  A White-winged  Dove  was  seen  24  & 29 
Nov  in  a Norfolk  yard  (RLAk).  The  only 
Eurasian  Coliared-Doves  in  Virginia  were  at 
established  locations;  however,  in  Maryland, 
where  the  species  is  still  decidedly  rare,  a bird 
12  Aug-7  Oct  at  a nursery  in  Frederick  (ph. 
BH,  m.ob.)  garnered  much  attention.  Not  to 
be  outdone,  2 were  n.  of  Hoopers  I.,  Dorch- 
ester 19  Nov+  (FJ,'JBr).  A Chaetura  swift  was 
left  unidentified  at  Kipt.  27  Nov  (SM).  Nu- 


merous Rufous  or  Rufous/Allen’s  Humming- 
birds were  reported  beginning  13  Sep;  several 
lingered  into  winter.  A likely  Yellow-shafted  x 
Red-shafted  Flicker  intergrade  was  banded  at 
Forman’s  Branch,  MD  19  Nov  (JG). 

Two  Alder  Flycatchers  were  vocalizing  at 
Turkey  Pt.,  Cecil  10  Sep  (ph.  BH,  JLS,  JBr,  HH, 
Ed  Boyd);  another  was  calling  at  Sycamore 
Landing,  Montgomery  20  Sep  (MH).  An  Olive- 
sided Flycatcher  in  Cape  Charles  25  Sep  was 
the  only  one  reported  coastally  and  Brinkley’s 
257th  yard  bird  (after  Bridled  Tern,  1 Sep).  Two 


r A There  was  an  odd  flurry  of  reports  of  Monk  Parakeets  in  Maryland  in  Aug.  Six  locations  had  reports  of  birds  early— 20 
3 n Aug,  with  two  reports  coming  later.  One  location  was  Tacoma  Park,  Montgomery,  with  2 birds  17  & 19  Aug,  and  one 
again  30  Sep  (Kerry  Stone);  a single  was  in  a Laurel  yard  in  early  Aug  {fide  DB),  while  another  was  in  a Beltsviile  yard  13  Aug, 
also  Prince  George's  (DB).  On  12  & 20  Aug,  a yard  in  Denton,  Caroline  had  a bird  [fide  LR);  one  was  at  Ft.  McHenry,  Baltimore 
13  Aug  (Christine  Lament);  and  2 were  at  Aspen  Hill  Rd.  and  Connecticut  Ave.,  Montgomery  28  Oct  (Howard  Youth).  Mary- 
land has  no  known  colonies  of  Monks,  so  the  possibility  of  a mass-escape  certainly  exists.  However,  there  are  established 
populations  in  Connecticut,  Illinois,  New  York,  and  around  Newport  lews  and  Norfolk,  VA;  the  species  is  listed  iri  Virginia  in 
Category  5 of  that  state's  official  list,  along  with  House  Sparrow,  House  Finch,  Rock  Pigeon,  European  Starling,  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Dove,  and  Mute  Swan. 
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A A hatch-year  Alder/Willow  Flycatcher  banded  at  Forman's  Branch,  MD 1 2 Sep  was  noticeably  smaller  than  usual  and 
t 1 did  not  have  an  emarginated  p6.  When  measured,  the  wing  length  (61.5  mm)  only  fit  into  the  range  of  South- 
western Willow  Flycatcher.  The  extended  formula — a summary  of  primary-length  differences,  wing-to-taii  differences, 
and  a relationship  to  bill-length— also  only  fit  for  Southwestern  Willow  (range  0.98-2.16),  totaling  1 .49  and  1 .55  from  two 
different  banders,  falling  outside  the  1.77-2.91  for  Eastern  Willow  and  well  outside  the  2.41-4.68  of  Aider  (JG),  This  is  an 
intriguing,  if  inconclusive  record,  but  in  the  context  of  a record-breaking  auturnn/winter  for  w.  flycatchers  in  the  East,  it 
seems  quite  possible  that  this  individual  was  indeed  of  subspecies  extimus  or  brewsteri. 


This  unidentified  martin,  photographed 
on  the  second  day  of  it  29-30  October 
2006  stay  on  Assateague  Island,  Mary- 
land, lacked  the  pale  collar  and  fore- 
head of  Purple  Martin  and  was  thought 
to  be  potentially  a Caribbean  or  Cuban 
Martin.  Photograph  by  Mike  Burchett. 


r A Hafner  and  Holbrook  discovered  a Progne  martin  flying  between  the  As- 
•Jflsateague  Visitor's  Center  and  Assateague !.,  Worcester,  MD  29  Oct.  The 
bird  was  seen  twice,  briefly  with  thousands  of  Tree  Swallows  initially,  and  then 
seen  alone  flying  over  a field.  Molting  inner  primaries  were  noted  on  both  wings. 
The  bird  was  relocated  30  Oct,  and  photographed,  although  the  pictures  are  dis- 
tant and  by  no  means  conclusive.  Purple  Martin  is  likely  ruled  out  by  the  lack  of  a 
pale  forehead  and  collar.  The  bird  was  described  as  having  very  dark  gray/black  or 
even  blue  upperparts,  with  dark  underwings,  a dark  upper  chest/lower  throat 
area,  some  markings  on  the  throat,  and  a white  belly.  The  general  consensus  cur- 
rently is  that  the  bird  was  likely  one  of  the  "Snowy-bellied"  martin  group,  which 
includes  Caribbean,  Cuban,  and  Sinaloa — three  species  extremely  difficult  (per- 
haps impossible?)  to  distinguish  in  the  field  in  certain  plumages. 


Western  Kingbirds  were  n.  of  Sunset  Beach, 
Northampton  5 & 11  Nov;  they  were  probably 
the  same  birds  later  located  on  Smith  I.  nearby 
(E  Smith  et  al.)  and  observed  through  Jan  and 
early  Feb.  Eastern  Kingbirds  passed  Sunset 
Beach  in  record  numbers  2 Sep,  with  Armistead 
able  to  tally  a staggering  5175.  A Northern 
Shrike  was  present  along  Shriver  Rd.,  near  Em- 
mitsburg,  Frederick , MD  10-20  Nov  (Jim 
Wilkinson,  ph.  Steve  Collins,  m.ob.).  A migrant 
Loggerhead  Shrike  was  seen  from  Snickers  Gap, 
Clarke  9 Sep  (RH);  at  Sky  Meadows  S.P., 
Fauquier,  where  the  species  breeds,  at  least  2 
were  seen  off  and  on  through  25  Nov  (Scott 
Baron,  JT);  one  was  seen  21  Oct  at  Blue  Springs, 
Smythe,  VA  (Glen  Eller);  another  was  at  Burke’s 
Garden,  Tazewell,  VA  23  Nov  (Jim  Phillips);  and 
one  was  in  nw.  Clarke  24  Nov  (Jon  & B.  J.  Lit- 
tle). Two  Common  Ravens  on  Maryland’s 
Coastal  Plain  at  Paris,  Calvert  30  Aug  (]LS)  and 
one  at  Glen  Burnie,  Anne  Arundel  9 Nov  (Stan 
Arnold)  were  most  notable  among  several  other 
Piedmont  reports  in  the  state. 

An  enormous  push  of  Barn  Swallows  was 
noted  at  Kipt.  4 Sep,  with  a conservative  esti- 
mate of  47,160  birds  tallied  at  the  hawkwatch 
platform  (HTA,  SM).  Brown-headed  Nuthatch- 
es continue  at  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent,  MD, 
at  the  fringes  of  their  range.  One  was  seen  8 
Oct  (WGE,  NLM),  and  2 were  there  22  Oct 
(SA,  Elaine  Arnold).  The  pair  of  Sedge  Wrens 
on  territory  at  Blossom  Pi.,  Charles,  MD  was 
last  reported  2 Aug  (GMJ);  2 were  seen  30  Oct 
at  Rock  Creek  Park  (GM,  BC).  A Bicknell’s 
Thrush  was  banded  at  Kipt.  15  Oct  OR);  2 


were  reported  predawn  at  separate  locations  30 
Sep:  one  over  a Woodbridge,  Prince  William 
yard  (MR),  and  another  at  Mason  Neck  S.P., 
Faiifax  (KG).  Cape  May  Warblers  made  a big 
push  through  D.C.  30  Sep,  with  a report  of  40 
seen  at  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.  (Stephen 
Williams,  MR)  and  23  at  Mason  Neck  S.P.  (KG 
et  al);  one  was  early  at  Forman’s  Branch  13 
Aug  (b.  JG).  Large  numbers  of  Yellow  War- 
blers, Northern  Waterthrushes,  and  American 
Redstarts  were  noted  as  grounded  during  rains 
from  Ernesto  in  s.  Northampton  1-2  Sep  QR, 
ESB  et  al.).  A Yellow-rumped  Warbler  was  ear- 
ly at  the  Glendenning  Preserve,  Anne  Arundel 
26  Aug  (RFR,  Debbie  Terry).  A Yellow- throat- 
ed Warbler  appeared  at  an  Indian  Head, 
Charles  feeder  22  Nov,  where  one  has  spent  the 
previous  winter  (Carol  Ghebelian).  A Black- 
and-white  Warbler  was  at  Fort  C.  E Smith 
Park,  Arlington,  VA  27  Nov  (JT).  An  Ovenbird 
was  seen  at  Newport  News,  VA  27  Nov 
(Stephen  Living).  A Kentucky  Warbler  was 
banded  at  Kipt.  26  Oct  (JR). 

An  “avalanche”  fallout  of  sparrows,  prima- 
rily White-throated  but  also  including  Song, 
Field,  and  Chipping,  coincided  with  the  an- 
nual “Rarity  Round-up”  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Virginia  3-4  Nov;  observers  estimated  per- 
haps 15,000  White-throateds  and  5000 
Songs.  A similar  but  larger  event  was  ob- 
served at  Cape  May,  NJ  and  in  Delaware  that 
weekend,  with  kinglets  and  Hermit  Thrushes 
also  out  in  force.  Four  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  reported  21  Aug-24  Nov  in  the  Region 
(3  in  Virginia),  fewer  than  typically  expected. 


Seven  Lark  Sparrows  were  reported  27 
Aug-22  Oct  (5  in  Maryland),  a typical  num- 
ber. A Henslow’s  Sparrow,  a species  very  dif- 
ficult to  detect  in  migration,  was  at  Bandy 
Field,  Richmond,  VA  27-28  Aug  (JAB,  PB).  A 
total  of  4 Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  was 
seen  near  Clarksville,  Howard,  MD;  2 were 
there  3 Oct,  and  2 were  present  1 1 Oct  (Bon- 
nie Ott).  An  imm.  Seaside  Sparrow  was  at 
North  Beach,  Calvert  12  Aug  (JLS).  A Gam- 
bel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow  was  banded  at 
Forman’s  Branch  30  Oct  (JG).  An  ad.  Harris’s 
Sparrow  was  a one-day  wonder  at  Kipt.  6 Nov 
(ph.  SM).  Seventy-six  Snow  Buntings  at 
Poplar  I.  27  Nov  was  a good-sized  flock,  per- 
haps as  large  as  any  in  the  Region  in  recent 
years  (JR,  fide  LR).  Coincidentally,  two  Mary- 
land reports  of  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  well 
away  from  breeding  areas  shared  the  date  of 
20  Aug:  one  at  Eldersburg,  Carroll  (RFR)  and 
one  at  Salisbury,  Wicomico  (Donald  & Carol 
Broderick).  A Bobolink  was  late  in  Worcester 
1 1 Nov  (MH).  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was 
in  Cape  Charles,  Northampton  4 Nov  (ph. 
ESB;  BL,  SAH,  BW,  RLAk  et  al).  A spectacular 
reorientation  flight  of  at  least  1000  Baltimore 
Orioles  flying  northwward  at  Back  Bay  was 
witnessed  16  Sep  (Beth  Blair,  Keith  Neal).  A 
single  Red  Crossbill  was  at  Flagpole  Knob, 
Rockingham  7 Sep  (CM). 

Contributors:  Robert  P.  Abrams,  Robert  L. 
Ake  (RLAk),  Jonathan  Alderfer,  Robert  L.  An- 
derson (RLAn),  Henry  T.  Armistead,  Tom  Ar- 
mour, Stan  Arnold,  Zach  Baer,  Paul  Bedell, 
Jeff  Blalock,  Douglas  Bolt,  Arun  Bose,  Jim 
Brighton  (JBr),  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Allen 
Bryan  (ABr),  J.  B.  Churchill,  Barry  Cooper, 
David  Clark  (DC1),  Dan  Cristol,  Dave 
Czaplak  (DCz),  Lynn  Davidson,  Dave  Davis, 
Todd  M.  Day,  Adam  D’Onfrio,  Walter  G.  Elli- 
son, Kurt  Gaskill,  Jim  Gruber,  Paul  Guris, 
Matt  Hafner,  Clife  Harris,  Susan  A.  Heath, 
Robert  Hilton,  Mark  L.  Hoffman,  Hans  Hol- 
brook, Bill  Hubick,  Frode  Jacobsen,  George 
M.  Jett,  Jay  Keller,  Allen  Lamer,  Patricia  Lam- 
er, YuLee  Lamer  (Augusta,  VA),  Beverley 
Leeuwenburg,  Mikey  Lutmerding,  Gail  Mack- 
iernan,  Nancy  L.  Martin,  Scott  McConnell, 
Clair  Mellinger,  Mike  Parr,  Paul  Pisano,  Eliz- 
abeth Pitney  (Tri-County  Bird  Club,  e.  Mary- 
land) Danny  Poet,  Jan  Reese  (JRe),  Marc  Rib- 
audo,  Robert  F Ringler,  Les  Roslund,  Jethro 
Runco,  Eugene  J.  Scarpula,  James  L.  Stasz, 
Rick  Sussman,  Sherman  Suter,  Brian  Taber 
(BTa),  Joanna  Taylor,  Ian  C.  Topolsky,  Thuy 
Tran,  Ralph  Wall,  Harold  L.  Wierenga,  Bill 
Williams,  C.  Leslie  Willis.  © 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Southern  Atlantic 


Ricky  Davis 

The  weather  this  fall  was  generally  aver- 
age in  precipitation  and  temperature. 
Exceptions  were  the  above-average  rain- 
fall along  the  coast  and  warmer-than-normal 
August  and  November.  Two  storm  events  of 
note  occurred  along  the  North  Carolina  coast, 
one  being  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  31  August-1 
September  (see  the  Special  Interregional  Re- 
port, this  issue),  the  other  an  intense  low-pres- 
sure system  that  moved  up  the  Outer  Banks 
21-22  November.  The  fall  migration  was  char- 
acterized as  being  slow  and  late,  with  water- 
fowl  numbers  being  down  and  most  passerines 
being  down,  especially  sparrows  and  finches. 
Some  of  the  avian  highlights  included  a White- 
tailed Kite,  an  “invasion”  of  Swainson’s  Hawks, 
another  Snowy  Plover,  and  a Bell’s  Vireo. 

Abbreviations:  C.  Halt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  Dare , 
NC);  E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Fa- 
cility, Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Huntington 
Beach  S.R,  Georgetown,  SC);  Hoop.  (Hooper 
Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  Kennesaw  Mt.  (Ken- 
nesaw  Mt.  National  Battlefield  Park,  Cobb, 
GA );  L.  Matt.  (Lake  Mattamuskeet  N.W.R., 
Hyde,  NC);  N.R.F.  (North  River  Farms, 
Carteret,  NC);  Pea  I.  (Pea  Island  N.W.R.,  Dare, 
NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continue  to 
make  news  in  the  Region.  The  best  count  was 
20  at  Donnelley  W.M.A.,  SC  26  Oct  (LM), 
while  the  first  known  breeding  of  wild  birds  in 
Georgia  was  documented  s.  of  Quitman, 
Brooks  25-27  Aug,  when  2 ads.  and  14  young 
were  found  (PHi).  Another  wandered  into 
North  Carolina  at  Winding  River,  Brunswick 
18-20  Sep  (fide  JE).  Goose  highlights  included 
3 Greater  White-tronteds  at  L.  Patrick, 
Berrien,  GA  25  Nov  (fide  CEv),  2 Ross’s  at  San- 
tee N.W.R.,  SC  25  Nov  (SS  et  al.),  and  a Ross’s 
at  the  Hendersonville,  NC  W.T.P.  12  Nov  (WF, 
RS)  for  about  the  4th  for  the  mts.  of  that  state. 
The  best  Eurasian  Wigeon  count  was  of  3 at  L. 
Matt.  19  Nov  (DC,  RD).  A Mottled  Duck  wan- 


dered from  the  usual  coastal  areas  to  the 
E.L.H.  30  Aug-2  Sep  (EB,  CL),  providing  the 
first  inland  sighting  for  that  state.  Common 
Eiders  were  found  in  all  three  states  this  fall, 
with  the  most  interesting  reports  involving  no 
fewer  than  3 total  in  Georgia  (2  at  Tybee  I.  14 
Oct-23  Nov,  one  at  Brunswick  17  Oct+; 
m.ob.)  and  3 together  at  H.B.S.P  24  Nov  (JWa 
et  al).  Inland  duck  reports  of  note  included  2 
White-winged  Scoters  and  a Black  Scoter  at 
Bear  Creek  Res Jackson,  GA  7 Nov+  (ME),  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  L.  Walter  E George,  GA 
13  Nov  (EB),  and  2 Common  Mergansers  in 
Jones,  NC  18-19  Nov  (CB). 

The  loon  migration  seemed  to  be  very  late 
this  fall,  with  few  birds  showing  up  along  the 
coast,  even  in  late  Nov.  However,  Georgia  had 
2 Pacific  Loons  this  fall:  one  at  Plant  Scherer, 
Monroe  22  Gct+  (TJ,  m.ob.)  and  the  other  at  L. 
Walter  E George  17-19  Nov  (EB  et  al).  This 
species  has  become  an  annual  visitor  to  the 
Region,  with  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  get- 
ting most  of  the  reports.  Always  noteworthy, 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  found  at  Plant  Scher- 
er, GA  4-18  Nov  (TJ  et  al.)  and  at  Oregon  In- 
let, NC  18  Nov  (HW  et  al).  Eared  Grebes 
were  found  at  the  usual  locations,  with  the 
best  count  being  8 at  the  S.S.S.  27  Nov  (SC). 
Pterodroma  highlights  from  Hatteras,  NC  wa- 
ters this  fall  (BPI)  included  single  Herald  Pe- 
trels 5 & 6 Aug,  a Fea’s  Petrel  12  Aug,  and  a 
Bermuda  Petrel  28  Aug  (ph.  BP  et  al).  Num- 
bers of  other  tubenoses  on  offshore  pelagic 


trips  seemed  to  be  about  average,  while  two 
trips  off  Hatteras  produced  2 White-tailed 
Tropicbirds  each,  13  & 19  Aug  (BPI).  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  continued  to  increase  in 
the  Region,  with  the  best  counts  being  240  at 
the  S.S.S.  11  Nov  (SC),  200  at  West  Point  L, 
GA  17  Nov  (PH  et  al),  and  45  at  Pea  I.  1 Nov 
(]L).  American  Anhingas  lingered  in  many  ar- 
eas in  above-average  numbers,  no  doubt  due 
to  the  mild  late-season  conditions.  Single 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were  noted  at  Hark- 
ers  L,  NC  1 Aug  (fide  JF)  and  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  off  of  Hatteras,  NC  6 Aug  (BPI). 


Reddish  Egrets  were  present  throughout 
the  coastal  areas  again,  with  the  best  reports 
being  5 at  the  s.  end  of  Ocracoke  I.,  NC  (RB 
et  al),  3 at  H.B.S.P  15  Sep  (JP),  and  one  still 
there  11  Nov  (SCo  et  al.).  Roseate  Spoonbill 
numbers  were  up  this  fall;  29  at  the  S.S.S.  22 
Sep  (SC)  and  up  to  19  along  the  Edisto  R. 
near  Bear  Island  W.M.A.,  SC  through  early 
Oct  (ND,  CR,  m.ob.)  were  the  highest  counts. 
Very  rare  inland  reports  of  spoonbills  includ- 
ed one  still  present  from  the  summer  along 
the  Congaree  R.,  Richland,  SC  until  at  least  20 
Aug  (PHu),  one  at  L.  Twitty  near  Monroe, 
Union,  NC  late  Aug-24  Sep  (JWa  et  al., 
m.ob.),  and  3 near  Harrison,  Washington,  GA 
25-30  Sep  (LS,  JF1,  EH).  Wood  Storks  also 
wandered  inland,  with  the  most  out-of-range 
birds  being  the  9 in  Spalding,  GA  14  Aug 
(EB).  In  North  Carolina,  one  at  the  Goldsboro 
W.T.P.  24  Aug  was  also  well  inland  (ED  et  al), 
while  2 lingered  at  Greenfield  L.,  Wilmington 
17  Nov+  (KK,  m.ob.). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

South  Carolina  hosted  its  11th  White-tailed 
Kite  at  the  Bluff  Unit,  Santee  N.W.R.  21  Oct 
(ph.  STr).  Interestingly,  this  was  the  first  au- 
tumn sighting  of  this  species  in  that  state. 
Mississippi  Kites  once  again  were  found  in 
good  numbers,  with  the  best  total  being  86  at 
four  sites  e.  of  Bishop,  Oconee,  GA  11  Aug 
(PS,  SH).  Also  of  interest  was  the  nest  with 
one  young  in  Rocky  Mount,  NC  on  the  late 
date  of  4 Sep  (fide  MBr).  A large  ag- 
gregation of  Bald  Eagles  was  noted 
at  the  catfish  ponds  near  Roper, 
Washington,  NC,  where  62  were 
counted  6 Nov  (RD),  possibly  a new 
record  count  for  one  area  in  that 
state.  The  very  rare  Northern 
Goshawk  was  noted  once,  that  be- 
ing an  imm.  flying  past  Mt.  Pisgah, 
NC  10  Oct  (RSh  et  al.).  The  Broad- 
winged Hawk  migration  along  the 
ridges  was  highlighted  by  an  im- 
pressive kettle  of  1500  at  Pilot  Mt., 
NC  26  Sep  (PD  et  al).  Kettles  of 
this  size  of  migrating  Broad- 
wingeds  in  our  Region  are  extremely  rare. 

Noteworthy  buteos  included  a calurus  Red- 
tailed Hawk  returning  for  the  2nd  year  in  a 
row  to  Oxbow  Meadows,  GA  4 Nov  (WC) 
and  up  to  2 Rough-legged  Hawks  at  the  usual 
Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  area  6 Nov+  (RD, 
m.ob.).  The  number  of  Golden  Eagles  report- 
ed was  about  average,  with  4 from  South  Car- 
olina and  2 from  Georgia.  Migrating  falcons 
seemed  to  be  in  average  numbers,  with  the 
best  count  being  22  Merlins  flying  past  Was- 
saw  L,  GA  2 Nov  (SC  et  al.).  Yellow  Rails  were 
seen  twice  this  fall:  one  at  the  Glennvilie,  Tat- 
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C A Unprecedented  numbers  ofSwainson's  Hawks  were  found  in  the  Region  this  fall.  In  Georgia,  a perched  light  morph  was 
J II  seen  well  s.  of  Adairsville,  Bartow  i>  Sep  (SP),  and  a light-morph  ad.  was  photographed  at  Griffin,  Spalding  18  Oct  (EB); 
the  species  is  still  classed  as  Provisional  on  the  Georgia  list.  In  North  Carolina,  multiple  sightings  of  juvs.  came  from  N.K.F.  (JF  et 
al.).  Three  (2  light,  one  intermediate)  were  noted  24  Oct,  with  2 light  morphs  there  28  Oct  and  one  30  Oct.  One  intermediate 
was  noted  1 9 Nov,  probably  a different  bird  from  the  previous  one.  That  would  represent  a minimum  of  4 Swainson's  there  dur- 
ing the  fail,  a most  amazing  occurrence.  North  Carolina  had  only  about  10  previous  reports  of  the  species,  all  of  single  birds! 


tnall,  GA  W.T.R  26  Oct  (fide  GW)  and  2 at 
N.R.E  26  Nov  (JF  et  al).  Rare  for  the  mts.  was 
the  Common  Moorhen  on  a pond  near  Bre- 
vard, NC  8 Nov+  (TJc);  there  are  only  about 
10  reports  from  that  region.  Georgia  had  two 
reports  of  Limpkin  this  fall:  at  least  one  from 
the  summer  was  still  present  at  Reed  Bingham 
S.E,  Colquitt/Cook  15  Oct  (MD  et  al),  and  one 
was  along  Alex  Cr.  near  Sansavilla  W.M.A., 
Wayne  21  Sep  fide  PH).  Four  Sandhill  Cranes 
were  somewhat  early  at  the  E.L.H.  16  Aug 
(CL),  while  one  near  Surfside  Beach,  Horry , 
SC  1 Oct  fide  PT)  was  locally  rare. 

American  Golden-Plovers  were  reported  in 
average  numbers  this  fall,  with  the  best 
counts  being  3 at  Mills  R.,  Henderson,  NC  9 
Sep  (ST)  and  3 at  Hoop.  17  Oct  (WF  et  al.). 
South  Carolina  hosted  its  4th  Snowy  Plover 
at  H.B.S.P.  4-7  Nov  (JP,  BM,  RC,  CE,  ND, 
m.ob.).  The  count  of  123  Piping  Plovers  dur- 
ing a survey  from  Oregon  Inlet  to  Ocracoke, 
NC  5 Aug  (NPS)  was  encouraging  for  this  de- 
clining species.  A Black-necked  Stilt  was 
rather  late  at  the  S.S.S.  27  Nov  (SC),  and  3 at 
Davis  Impoundment,  Carteret,  NC  6 Aug  (JF 
et  al.)  were  locally  unusual.  Willets  are  rare 
inland  migrants;  thus  of  note  were  up  to  3 at 
the  E.L.H.  31  Aug  (DY  CL,  EB),  probably  mi- 
grants entrained  by,  or  grounded  by,  Tropical 
Storm  Ernesto.  The  Upland  Sandpiper  migra- 
tion was  better  this  year  than  last,  with  52  at 
the  Marshallville,  Macon,  GA  sod  farm  28  Aug 
(EB)  and  22  at  the  American  Turfgrass  farm 
near  Creswell,  Washington,  NC  18  Aug  (DL) 
being  the  top  tallies.  Long-billed  Curlews 
were  found  at  the  usual  spots;  the  high  count 
of  8 came  from  Cape  Remain  N.W.R.,  SC  24 
Sep  (ND  et  al.).  Always  noteworthy  in  the  Re- 
gion, Hudsonian  Godwit  reports  included  4 at 
Ft.  Fisher,  NC  6 Sep  (BS)  and  one  at  N.R.E  10 
Sep  QF  et  al.).  Bairds  Sandpiper  reports  were 
about  average,  with  one  or  2 being  found  at 
various  sites  in  all  three  states.  A Pectoral 
Sandpiper  was  late  near  Furman,  SC  24  Nov 
(MT).  The  only  Curlew  Sandpiper  mentioned 
was  at  Deveaux  Bank,  SC  6-15  Aug  (SM). 
Again  this  fall,  observers  located  good  num- 
bers of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers.  The  most 
interesting  sightings  involved  10  at  the  Perry, 
GA  Super  Sod  farm  8 Sep  (JM  et  al.),  7 at 
Hoop.  4 Sep  (WF,  RS),  and  5 at  a sod  farm 
near  Rome,  GA  29  Aug  (MD).  The  top  inland 


Short-billed  Dowitcher  count  was  25+  at 
Hoop.  12  Aug  (WF,  RS).  The  peak  count  of 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  at  the  S.S.S.  was  11  on  17 
Aug  (SC);  this  site  regularly  hosts  such  num- 
bers each  year.  Also  of  note  was  a Red 
Phalarope  inland  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  10  Oct  (GB 
et  al.),  where  sightings  are  quite  rare. 

Franklin’s  Gulls  were  reported  much  more 
than  often  than  usual  this  fall,  with  singles  in 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  and  4 in  North 
Carolina.  The  earliest  was  at  Kiawah  I.,  SC  23 
Sep  (ND),  while  the  latest  was  at  West  Point 
L.,  GA  6 Nov  (EB).  Extraordinary  was  a first- 
winter  Little  Gull  present  for  one  day  only  at 
Sandling  Beach,  Falls  L.,  NC  16  Nov  (BB), 
providing  one  of  only  a handful  of  inland 
sightings  for  that  state.  A first-winter  Black- 
headed Gull  found  at  Edisto  Beach,  SC  24 
Nov  (TA)  was  a locally  rare  record  in  that 
state.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to 
increase,  as  evidenced  by  the  amazing  assem- 
blage 150+  at  C.  Hatt.  as  early  as  8 Oct 
(P&NM,  ML).  Single  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
found  64  km  off  Tybee  I.,  GA  27  Aug  (BZ  et 
al.),  that  state’s  4th  or  5th,  and  one  far  inland 
in  the  mts.  in  Transylvania,  NC  10  Sep  (DT, 
WF).  Very  rare  for  the  Region  onshore  were 
single  first-winter  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  at 
Tybee  I.,  GA  22  Oct  (DB,  SW)  and  at  Hart  S.P, 
L.  Hartwell,  GA  11  Nov  (JFl,  EH).  An  ad. 
Brown  Noddy  was  found  offshore  104  km  e. 
of  Charleston,  SC  5 Aug  (ND).  Peak  Sooty 
Tern  counts  were  of  29  off  Tybee  I.,  GA  27 
Aug  (BZ  et  al.)  and  16  off  Hatteras,  NC  13 
Aug  (BPI);  high  counts  of  Bridled  Terns  in- 
cluded 23  off  Tybee  I.,  GA  27  Aug  (BZ  et  al.) 
and  19  off  Charleston,  SC  5 Aug  (ND).  Note- 
worthy tern  reports  involved  a Least  Tern  far 
inland  at  West  Point  L.,  GA  29  Aug  (MB),  an 
impressive  total  of  4000+  Black  Terns  at  Stono 
Inlet,  SC  23  Sep  (ND),  and  a very  good  count 
of  35  Blacks  at  Falls  L.,  NC  on  the  late  date  of 
8 Oct  (BB).  The  best  onshore  jaeger  reports 
included  a Pomarine  and  4 Parasitics  at  Ro- 
danthe,  NC  12  Nov  (RJD,  JPi)  and  3 Parasitics 
at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC  25  Nov  (RD).  A Long-tailed 
Jaeger  off  Tybee  1.  27  Aug  (BZ  et  al.)  would 
constitute  a 4th  or  5th  record  for  Georgia. 

DOVES  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  increase 
at  many  locations,  and  White-winged  Doves 


were  also  mentioned  from  several  sites  in  all 
three  states.  Of  particular  interest  was  the  dis- 
covery of  4 Common  Ground-Doves  in  Cal- 
houn, SC  16  Sep  (RC),  an  area  at  the  edge  of 
the  known  inland  range  for  the  species  in  that 
state.  Black-billed  Cuckoo  sightings  included 
one  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC  18  Aug 
(RK)  and  one  very  late  at  Cowan’s  Ford 
Refuge,  Mecklenburg,  NC  30  Oct  (JI3).  Late 
swifts  included  a Chimney  at  Santee  N.W.R., 
SC  29  Oct  (CR,  KO)  and  an  unidentified 
Chaetura  at  Bodie  I.,  NC  11  Nov  (WCo);  any 
swift  in  Nov  could  just  as  easily  be  a Vaux’s  in 
our  Region.  Hummingbird  news  this  fall  in- 
cluded the  usual  increasing  numbers  of  linger- 
ing Ruby-throateds,  the  usual  scattering  of  Ru- 
fous/Allen’s, including  an  ad.  male  Rufous  at 
Morehead  City,  NC  6 Qct+  (CRe),  and  an  imm. 
male  Calliope  Hummingbird  banded  near 
Crowder’s  Mt.,  Gaston,  NC  29  Nov  (DW). 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  reported  four 
times  (twice  each  in  Georgia  and  North  Car- 
olina), about  average  for  autumn.  Empidonax 
flycatcher  sightings  included  about  18  Yel- 
low-bellieds  from  all  three  states,  a handful  of 
Willows,  and  about  6 Leasts.  A female  Ver- 
milion Flycatcher  returned  to  the  Bradley 
Unit,  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  4 Nov+  (JFl,  BZ  et 
al.)  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row.  Western  King- 
birds were  noted  as  usual  across  the  Region, 
with  about  4 from  North  Carolina  and  3 from 
Georgia.  The  rare  Gray  Kingbird  was  detected 
twice:  along  White  House  Rd.,  Richland,  SC 
27-29  Aug  (KO  et  al.,  RC)  and  at  Cape  Look- 
out, Carteret,  NC  17  Sep  (MW).  Interestingly, 
the  former  bird  was  at  a location  where  one 
was  found  in  2004,  most  unusual  for  an  in- 
land site.  The  summering  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catchers at  Southern  Pines,  NC  were  finally 
successful  on  their  3rd  nesting  attempt  and 
fledged  3 young  during  the  first  week  of  Aug 
(SCa  et  al);  these  birds  remained  until  at  least 
21  Oct,  when  2 were  seen  (SHa).  Other  Scis- 
sor-taileds  included  one  at  the  Altamaha 
W.M.A.,  GA  29  Sep-15  Oct  (LT  et  al.,  TK  et 
al),  one  at  Folly  Beach,  SC  20  Oct  (JBa),  and 
one  in  South  Nags  Head,  NC  5 Nov  (JT). 

North  Carolina  got  its  first  documented 
Bell’s  Vireo  when  one  was  photographed  at 
Carolina  Beach  S.P.,  New  Hanover  21  Sep 
(JPa);  only  a handful  of  previous  sight  reports 
exist  for  that  state.  Other  notable  vireos  in- 
cluded single  Warblings  at  Kennesaw  Mt.  14 
Sep  (PH  et  al.)  and  Roanoke  I.,  NC  16  Sep  (j!.) 
and  multiple  Philadelphia  Vireos  across  the 
Region;  the  number  of  reports  of  Philadelphia 
Vireo  was  down  but  the  number  of  individuals 
seemed  up.  The  best  count  was  the  amazing 
group  of  at  least  13  in  the  Carter’s  L.,  GA  area 
21  Sep  (JSp).  This  season’s  Common  Raven  re- 
ports from  cen.  North  Carolina  included  sin- 
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gles  in  Orange  15  Aug  (GT),  in  downtown 
High  Point  the  first  week  of  Sep  (GMo),  and  2 
over  Durant  Park,  Raleigh  19  Nov  (JC).  Very 
late  swallows  included  a Northern  Rough- 
winged at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  26  Nov 
(SB)  and  a Cliff  at  L.  Matt  24  Nov  (EX);  the 
latter  was  carefully  studied  to  rule  out  the 
more  likely  Cave  Swallow!  Cave  Swallows 
once  again  invaded  the  Region,  this  time  in 
unprecedented  numbers.  The  best  count  was 
an  impressive  200+  in  the  Patriot’s  Ft.,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  SC  area  21  Oct  (ND  et  al).  Other 
good  counts  included  20  at  James  L,  SC  22 
Oct  (DF),  11  at  Gull  Rock,  Hyde,  NC  19  Nov 
(RD),  and  10  at  Sullivan’s  I.,  SC  21  Nov  (WH). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  made  a poor 
shov/ing  in  the  Region  this  fall,  no  doubt 
meaning  a lackluster  winter  season  to  come  for 
the  species.  The  thrush  migration  seemed  to  be 
better  than  in  recent  past  seasons.  Of  particu- 
lar interest  was  the  impressive  predawn  count 
conducted  at  Kennesaw  Mt.  26  Sep,  when  22 
Veeries,  63  Gray-cheekeds,  1096  Swainson’s, 
and  211  Woods  were  heard  (GB  et  al).  Other 
noteworthy  thrush  reports  involved  a very  late 
Swainson’s  Thrush  at  Edisto  Beach  S.P.,  SC  24 
Nov  (TA),  an  early  Hermit  Thrush  in  Orange , 
NC  10  Sep  (DS),  and  late  Wood  Thrushes  at 
Leland,  Brunswick,  NC  3 Nov  (GM)  and 
Cayce,  Lexington,  SC  6 Nov  (RC). 

A Golden-winged  Warbler  was  a very  good 
find  near  the  coast,  where  rare,  at  New  Bern, 
NC  16  Sep  (BH  et  al).  There  were  several 
Brewster’s  Warblers  reported  this  fall,  with 
one  or  2 from  each  state.  The  much  rarer 
Lawrence’s  Warbler  was  found  once,  a female 
at  Lawrenceville,  GA  28  Aug  (KT).  Several 
late  warblers  of  note  included  a Tennessee  at 
the  Bradley  Unit,  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  17  Nov 
(EB),  a Yellow  at  N.R.E  26  Nov  (JF  et  al.),  a 
Magnolia  in  Atlanta,  GA  29  Nov  (SB),  an  ad. 
male  Hooded  along  the  Chattahoochee  R., 
Cobb,  GA  19  Nov  (DH),  and  a Yellow-breast- 
ed Chat  at  Brickhouse  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  19 
Nov  (KF).  A female  Audubon’s  Warbler  re- 
turned to  a Chapel  Hill,  NC  yard  for  the  3rd 
year  in  a row,  15  & 29  Oct  (JMu).  Georgia  got 
its  4th  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler,  a male 
at  Carters  L.  20-23  Oct  (MM,  JSp  et  al).  Con- 
necticut Warbler  reports  were  down  for  the 
2nd  consecutive  fall.  This  year,  singles  were  at 
Ft.  Fisher,  NC  21  Sep  (GM),  at  Tybee  L,  GA  1 
Oct  (DLo),  and  at  Gastonia,  NC  18  Oct  (STr). 
Mourning  Warblers  were  seen  at  Duke  Forest 
near  Durham,  NC  20  Sep  (JPi),  at  Indian  Trail 
Park,  Durham,  NC  24  Sep  (MS),  at 
Lawrenceville,  GA  9 Oct  (KT),  at  Miller  Gap 
Rd.,  Union,  GA  10  Oct  (BBe),  and  at  Atlanta, 
GA  13  Oct  (EB).  A Summer  Tanager  was  very 
tardy  in  a yard  in  Waycross,  GA  21  Nov 
(SWi).  The  only  Western  Tanager  reports  in- 


volved feeder  birds  in  Chapel  Hill,  NC  14  Nov 
(fide  WCo)  and  at  Bradley  Creek,  Wilming- 
ton, NC  26  Nov+  (PSh). 

Of  interest  was  that  5 different  Bachman’s 
Sparrows  were  located  iri  the  Croatan  N.E, 
NC  29-30  Nov  (JF  et  ah),  ah  in  recently 
burned  pine  savannahs.  This  species  winters 
in  such  areas,  but  it  is  difficult  to  observe 
them.  Very  rare,  and  unexpected  in  such  a 
mild  season,  was  the  American  Tree  Sparrow 
found  at  Fletcher  Park,  Fletcher,  NC  24  Nov 
(VS).  Clay-colored  Sparrow  numbers  were 
up,  including  4 at  Cape  Lookout,  NC  30  Sep 
(EE),  4 at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  14  Oct 
(KB  et  al.),  3 at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC  13  Oct  (BS), 
and  3 at  N.R.E  5 Nov  (JF  et  al);  one  wintered 
at  a feeder  in  Lenoir,  NC  14  Oct+  (WK)  for 
the  3rd  winter  in  a row.  Lark  Sparrows  were 
also  reported  frequently,  with  at  least  nine 
North  Carolina  sightings  and  two  Georgia  re- 
ports. A Savannah  Sparrow  in  the  Pine  Chapel 
area  of  Gordon,  GA  25  Aug  (JSp)  provided  a 
new  early  arrival  date  for  that  state  by  three 
days.  Numbers  of  the  three  grassland  Ammod- 
rarnus  (Grasshopper,  Henslow’s,  and  Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrows)  seemed  about  average  for  the 
fall  season,  with  a few  of  each  species  being 
found  in  all  three  states.  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
numbers  were  down  when  compared  to  pre- 
vious fall  seasons;  just  six  North  Carolina, 
four  Georgia,  and  two  South  Carolina  reports 
were  received.  Interesting  White-crowned 
Sparrow  reports  involved  2 at  the  Bradley 
Unit,  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  1 Oct  (BZ  et  al), 
providing  a new  early  date  for  that  state,  and 
one  banded  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC  10 
Oct  (RK),  furnishing  a rare  high-elevation 
record.  This  season’s  only  Lapland  Longspur 
sightings  involved  up  to  2 at  H.B.S.P  5-9  Nov 
(RC,  CE,  ND,  DF)  and  one  at  the  n.  end  of 
Pea  I.  7 Nov  (RD).  Snow  Buntings  were  de- 
tected twice,  with  one  at  North  Pond,  Pea  I.  4 
Nov  (JL)  and  2 at  H.B.S.P  5 Nov  (RC,  CE). 

An  excellent  count  of  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks was  made  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt., 
NC  21  Sep,  with  220+  tallied  flying  through 
the  gap  (RK).  Also  of  interest  was  the  female 
Rose-breasted  lingering  at  a feeder  in  Colum- 
bia, SC  15  Oct-2  Nov  (JG).  Dickcissels  were 
mentioned  a little  more  than  normal  this  fall; 
there  were  five  Georgia,  three  South  Carolina, 
and  six  North  Carolina  reports,  the  earliest  at 
the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  28  Aug  (SB),  the 
latest  in  a Charleston,  SC  yard  25  Nov  (ND). 
Only  one  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  noted, 
that  being  a male  at  Carolina  Beach  S.R,  NC 
11  Nov  (FD).  Several  interesting  Rusty  Black- 
bird reports  included  15+  at  Carters  L.,  GA  on 
the  early  date  of  5 Oct  (JSp)  and  the  excellent 
count  of  525  at  Phinizy  Swamp,  Augusta,  GA 
30  Nov  (fide  TM).  A Boat-tailed  Crackle  was 


a surprise  at  the  rice  fields  near  Roper,  Wash- 
ington, NC  in  early  Aug  (DR);  this  area  is 
some  distance  from  the  normal  tidewater 
range  of  the  species.  Only  one  Shiny  Cowbird 
was  noted,  continuing  the  trend  for  the  past 
several  years,  a male  at  the  Altamaha  W.M.A., 
GA  28  Oct  (BZ  et  al.).  Red  Crossbill  sightings 
were  few:  one  at  Carver’s  Gap,  Roan  Mt.,  NC 
17  Sep  (RK)  and  8 at  a feeder  in  Blowing 
Rock,  NC  in  early  Oct  ( fide  Si  la). 

Corrigendum:  The  Harlequin  Duck  at  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  was  present  from  17  Dec+,  not  17 
Jan  (North  American  Birds  60:  216). 
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It  was  an  interesting  fall  despite  few  fallouts 
or  mega-rarities.  Several  winter  irruptives 
were  more  widespread  than  is  typical, 
most  notably  Golden-crowned  Kinglets,  but 
also  Winter  Wrens,  Brown  Creepers,  and 
Dark-eyed  Juncos.  Several  migrant  landbirds 
were  also  more  frequent  than  expected,  but 
the  reasons  for  their  appearances  are  less  clear. 
Rarities  included  Florida's  first  Hammond’s 
Flycatcher,  the  first  Thick-billed  Vireo  for  the 
Gulf  coast  and  the  central  peninsula,  and  the 
southernmost  Northern  Wheatears  from  this 
year’s  continental  invasion. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  Everglades  A. A. 
(Everglades  Agricultural  Area,  Palm  Beach)', 
F.O.S.R.C.  (Florida  Ornithological  Society 
Records  Committee);  N.S.R.A.  (North  Shore 
Recreation  Area,  Orange );  S.T.A.  (Stormwater 
Treatment  Area);  report  (any  observation); 
record  (only  reports  verifiable  from  photo- 
graph, videotape,  or  specimen  evidence). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Perhaps  some  day,  this  report  will  not  begin  by 
mentioning  the  continuing  population  in- 
crease and  range  expansion  of  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  in  Florida.  But  alas,  not  this 
report.  More  than  400  Black-bellieds  away 
from  their  Sarasota  stronghold  were  observed, 
including  67  ads.  and  15  chicks  at  Polk  phos- 
phate mines  12  Aug  (PFe,  EL),  200  at  Loxa- 
hatchee,  Palm  Beach  19  Aug  (DaF,  MG),  4 at  L. 
Killearn,  Leon  3 Sep  (SM),  8 over  Mango, 
Hillsborough  9 Sep  (DG),  13  at  Skyline  Farm, 
Marion  16  Sep  (SM),  42  at  The  Villages, 
Sumter  21  Nov  (JD),  and  41  at  Bushncll, 
Sumter  26  Nov+  (CBl,  RS).  In  contrast,  there 
were  only  three  reports  of  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks:  500  at  Loxahatchee  19  Aug  (DaF,  MG); 


15  at  Sebastian  Inlet,  Brevard  8 
Oct  (ABa);  and  2 at  T.  M.  Good- 
win W.M.A.,  Brevard  16  Nov 
(DSi).  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  numerous,  with  one 
at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  S.P., 
Alachua  14  Oct  (AK),  5 over  Eu- 
stis,  Lake  21  Oct  (PU,  ph.),  2 over 
Viera,  Brevard  28  Oct  (DaF),  and 
one  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.,  Wakulla 
29  Oct  (RM).  Multiple  counts  of 
Snow  Geese  were  7 at  Lake  City, 
Columbia  28  Oct  (PBu),  2 at 
Southwood,  Leon  3-6  Nov  (PFu, 
SM),  12  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
5 Nov  (HR),  and  4 at  S.T.A.-5, 
Hendry  24  Nov  (ME,  ph.). 

Rare  in  the  cen.  pen.,  3 Ameri- 
can Black  Ducks  passed  New 
Smyrna  Beach,  Volusia  29  Oct 
(IBM).  Viera  was  the  hotspot  for 
teal  this  fall,  with  5750  Blue-wingeds  30  Nov 
(DaF),  2 Cinnamons  11  Nov+  (TD),  and  1500 
Green-wingeds  29  Nov  (MG).  Early  or  sum- 
mering Ring-necked  Ducks  were  found  at  The 
Villages,  Sumter  5 Aug-24  Sep  (JD)  and  at 
Polk  mine  20  Aug  (PFe,  DBk).  Common  Ei- 
ders, very  rare  in  Florida,  graced  Ft.  Clinch 
S.P,  Nassau  19  Nov+,  with  a 2nd  bird  there  27 
Nov  (AT,  BRi)  and  one  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  Palm 
Beach  22  Nov  (J&LH).  Quite  rare  inland,  2 fe- 
male-plumaged  Black  Scoters  were  a surprise 
at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  22  & 29  Nov  (HR). 
Also  at  Viera  were  one  or  more  Masked  Ducks 
6 Nov+  (BeC,  ph.  TDu,  ph.  J.  Cavanagh). 

Singles  of  the  rare  Eared  Grebe  were  found 
at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  W.T.P,  Okaloosa  5 Sep-2 
Nov  (BD,  DW)  and  Green  Cay  Nature  Center, 
Palm  Beach  23  Nov+  (LiM).  A pelagic  trip  off 
Ponce  De  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  26  Aug  netted 
one  Black-capped  Petrel,  100  Cory’s  Shearwa- 
ters, a Greater  Shearwater,  4 Audubon’s 
Shearwaters,  and  6 Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels 
(MBo,  BW).  At  the  inlet  itself,  a Masked  Boo- 
by that  lingered  most  of  the  season  was  joined 
by  a Brown  Booby  14-15  Sep  (MBo).  Trips  off 
Miami  located  6 Cory’s  Shearwaters  16  Sep 
and  2 Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  11  Aug 
(LaM).  Another  Cory’s  in  Florida  Bay  21  Nov 
furnished  the  first  for  Everglades  N.E  (BM, 
BL).  An  unidentified  tropiebird  was  96  km  off 
Okaloosa  8 Oct  (fide  LA).  Triple-digit  counts 
of  American  White  Pelicans  were  200  at 
Green  Key,  New  Port  Richey,  Pasco  9 Oct 
(KT),  400  over  New  Port  Richey  12  Oct  (KT), 
and  200  in  Franklin  10  Nov  (DBy). 

Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  hosted  304  Anhin- 
gas  8 Aug  and  20  American  Bitterns  19  Nov 
(HR).  Early  bitterns  were  at  Paynes  Prairie 
Preserve  3 Sep  (CBu)  and  Tall  Timbers  Re- 
search Station,  Leon  10  Sep  (AW).  A Great 


Blue  Heron  at  L.  Sampson,  Bradford  12  Nov  at- 
tempted to  eat  a Pied-billed  Grebe  (RR).  Great 
White  Herons  were  n.  to  Ft.  Pickens,  Escambia 
18  Aug-6  Sep  (BD,  LD),  Alligator  L.,  Lake 
City  23  Aug-14  Sep  (RR,  PBu),  and  Merritt  I. 
N.W.R.,  Brevard  (date  unknown;  PFe).  As  usu- 
al, the  Everglades  A.A.  supported  large  num- 
bers of  wading  birds,  with  2100  Great  Egrets, 
1500  Snowy  Egrets,  420  Roseate  Spoonbills, 
and  1200  Wood  Storks,  all  20  Aug  (BH,  PC). 
A bird  thought  to  be  a Snowy  Egret  x Little 
Blue  Heron  hybrid  was  found  at  Salt  L.,  Bre- 
vard 28  Oct  (ABa).  A Reddish  Egret  at  Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  22  Oct  (DSt)  represented  a 
very  rare  inland  occurrence.  Rare  in  the  w. 
Panhandle,  6 Glossy  Ibis  visited  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  W.T.P.  11  Sep  (BD),  while  an  apparent 
Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced  Ibis  hybrid  was 
there  2 Aug  (BD).  Filling  out  the  Plegadis,  sin- 
gle White-faced  Ibis  were  found  at  St.  Marks 
12  Sep  (AW),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  10  Nov 
(HR),  and  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  27  Nov 
(RR).  Other  notable  counts  of  Roseate  Spoon- 
bills were  92  at  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  4 Sep 
(JKe),  46  at  Gulf  Harbors,  New  Port  Richey  20 
Sep  (KT),  and  125  at  Myakka  River  S.P.,  Sara- 
sota 6 Nov  (BAh).  Among  120  Turkey  Vultures 
at  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin  4 Nov  was  one  “to- 
tally white”  albino  (JM). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

The  high  count  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  was  674  on  2 Aug 
(HR).  Another  kite  at  Tallahassee,  Leon  10 
Aug  set  the  latest  county  departure  date 
(GM).  Other  raptor  counts  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  were  48  Bald  Eagles  29  Nov,  259 
Northern  Harriers  15  Nov,  45  Cooper’s  Hawks 
25  Aug,  133  Red-shouldered  Hawks  29  Sep, 
and  one  Swainsons’  Hawk  8-19  Nov  (HR).  Of 
12  reports  of  Short-tailed  Hawks  statewide 
were  3 at  Gainesville  16-23  Sep  (RR,  JBr,  AK), 
one  at  Turkey  Creek  Sanctuary,  Brevard  9 Sep 
(ABa),  and  one  at  New  Port  Richey  11  Oct 
that  stooped  on  an  imm.  Bald  Eagle  (KT). 


r A For  the  past  several  years,  Crested  Caracaras  have 
,J  been  seen  n.  of  their  normal  range,  especially 
fringing  the  Orlando  metro  area.  This  fall,  extralimital 
caracaras  were  at  Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange  16  Sep 
(LoM),  at  Chuluota,  Seminole  10  Nov  (MPI),  s.  of 
Zephyrhills,  Pasco  24  Nov  (SP),  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30 
Nov  (fide  HR),  and  along  US-98  between  Apalachicola 
and  Port  St.  Joe,  Gulf  15  Nov  (FB),  the  latter  furnishing  a 
very  rare  sighting  w.  of  the  Apalachicola  R.  Is  habitat  de- 
struction in  the  caracara's  normal  range  causing  these  ex- 
cursions, has  the  population  reached  carrying  capacity,  or 
is  something  else  going  on? 


54 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


FLORIDA 


r A Eradication  of  Purple  Swamphens  by  state  wildlife  agencies  on  public  lands  in  the  Everglades  has  begun,  with  at  least  156  shot  in  the  season.  Exactly  100  swampbens  were  shot  by 
3 lYone  person  in  a single  day  at  Water  Conservation  Area  2B,  Broward;  151  swamphens  were  shot  in  two  days  at  S.T.A.  1-W,  Paim  Beach;  and  5 were  shot  at  S.T.A.-5  [fide  BP;  *ca.  30,  Uni- 
versity of  Florida).  Another  swamphen  at  Wakodahatchee  Wetlands,  Delray  Beach,  Palm  Beach  10  Nov  (WS),  only  the  2nd  one  at  that  site,  remained  very  much  alive  and  indicated  that  some 
swamphens  are  dispersing  into  developed  areas,  where  they  are  less  likely  to  be  targeted  for  eradication.  Although  swamphens  have  been  documented  dispersing  into  natural  wetlands  in 
Florida  since  2000,  the  numbers  shot  in  a few  days  far  from  their  point  of  release  prove  that  their  breeding  productivity  has  been  greater  than  was  previously  imagined.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  complete  eradication  of  Purple  Swamphens  is  possible,  or  whether  agency  personnel  will  have  to  settle  for  controlling  their  numbers  in  certain  locations.  The  abundance  of  wetlands 
in  Florida,  together  with  the  documented  dispersal  abilities  of  swamphens  in  the  state,  certainly  suggest  that  eradication  will  be  challenging,  to  say  the  least.  A review  of  the  history  of  exotic 
bird  populations  in  Florida  for  the  past  40  years  cautions  about  predicting  the  ability'  of  any  species  to  survive  in  the  long  term— -even  one  that  seems  to  thrive  away  from  human  assistance. 


Other  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  one  .at  Frog 
Pond  W.M.A.,  Miami  -Dade  11  Nov  (MBe),  7 
over  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  18  Nov 
(MBe),  2 at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.E,  Mia- 
mi-Dade 23  Nov  (MDa),  and  one  at  Brandon, 
Hillsborough  26  Nov  (DG). 

High  counts  of  rails  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  were  523  Kings  23  Aug  and  394  So- 
ras  19  Nov  (HR).  Another  Sora  at  Green  Key 
7 Aug,  an  apparent  traffic  casualty,  was  ex- 
tremely early  (KT;  ^University  of  Florida).  A 
mini-resurgence  of  Limpkins  into  the  Talla- 
hassee area — with  7 along  the  Wacissa  R.,  Jef- 
ferson 26  Sep  (FD),  10  (including  5 juvs.)  at 
L.  Munson  16  Oct  (MHi),  and  2 at  Tal- 
lahassee 13  Nov  (GM) — was  thought  to 
be  the  result  of  a great  invasion  of  exot- 
ic Channeled  Apple  Snails,  on  which 
the  birds  feed. 

The  earliest  of  nine  American  Gold- 
en-Plover reports  was  of  one  at  the 
Everglades  A.A.  13  Aug  (BRo)  and  the 
latest  was  of  one  at  Viera  3-6  Nov  (TD, 

DaF).  Snowy  Plovers  enjoyed  good 
nesting  success  at  Santa  Rosa  L,  Gulf  Is- 
lands N.S.,  Escambia  due  to  damage 
from  Hurricane  Ivan  in  2004,  which 
prevented  vehicle  access  to  breeding 
habitats;  28  plovers  were  counted  31 
Aug  (BD,  LD).  Another  Snowy  at  Nas- 
sau Sound,  Duval  30  Nov  (PL)  repre- 
sented the  7th  successive  year  with  reports  in 
that  area.  Also  at  Nassau  Sound  30  Nov  were 
11  Piping  Plovers,  including  2 birds  banded 
in  Michigan  and  one  banded  in  the  Canadian 
Maritimes  (PL).  The  largest  and  perhaps  most 
interesting  American  Avocet  report  was  of  50 
at  Hamilton  mines  30  Oct+  (JKr),  a very 
northerly  (apparent)  wintering  site.  Six  re- 
ports of  Upland  Sandpipers  fell  within  the  pe- 
riod 1 Aug-1  Sep,  with  11  at  the  Everglades 
A.A.  19  Aug  (DaF,  MG).  Perhaps  annual  in 
Florida  during  fall,  a Hudsonian  Godwit 
graced  Tram  Road  W.T.P.,  Leon  7-9  Sep  (GM, 
JH). 

Other  shorebird  totals  from  the  Everglades 
A.A.  included  30  Ruddy  Turnstones  16  Sep 
(ABa),  1800  Pectoral  Sandpipers  6 Aug  (BH, 
MBe),  500  Stilt  Sandpipers  19  Aug  (DaF, 
MG),  3 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  16  Sep 


(MBe,  ABa),  and  a Ruff  9 & 26  Aug  (BH, 
ABa).  The  (low)  high  count  of  Red  Knots  in 
the  state  was  just  450  (22  banded)  at  Little 
Estero  Critical  Wildlife  Area,  Lee  5 Sep  (CE). 
Two  Sanderlings  at  Lake  City  30  Aug-14  Sep 
(PBu)  were  casual  inland,  while  2 White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  at  Merritt !.  N.W.R.,  Volu- 
sia 10  Nov  were  late  (TD).  Very  rare  in  the 
state,  Baird’s  Sandpipers  enlivened  Santa  Rosa 
I.  24  Aug  and  8 Sep  (BD),  Lake  City  10  Sep 
(2;  PBu),  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  10  Sep 
and  4 Oct  (HR).  Seven  reports  of  13  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  ranged  from  Santa  Rosa 
1.  to  Viera,  with  duos  at  Lake  City  24  Aug-14 


This  female-plumaged  Masked  Duck  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Florida  was  first  found 
6 (here  12)  November  2006  and  remained  through  the  month.  A second  bird  in 
similar  plumage  was  discovered  at  the  site  in  December  but  may  have  been 
present  earlier.  Photograph  by  Irene  Hernandez. 

Sep  (RR,  PBu)  and  Ft.  Walton  Beach  W.T.E  11 
Sep  (BD)  and  trios  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 

25  Aug  (HR)  and  Viera  1 Sep  (DaF). 

Wilson’s  Snipe  appeared  early  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  16  Aug  (HR)  and  Weeki- 
wachee  Ereserve,  Hernando  11  Sep  (AH).  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes  were  found  at  six  sites,  with 
55  at  Polk  mines  1 Oct  (PFe,  EL)  representing 
the  largest  Florida  count  in  years,  and  a late 
individual  noted  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  10 
Nov  (KS).  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  more 
numerous  than  is  typical,  with  3 in  s.  Miami- 
Dade  3 Aug  (RT),  12  at  Polk  mines  12  Aug 
(PFe,  EL),  10  off  Ponce  De  Leon  Inlet  26  Aug 
(MBo,  BW),  14  off  Miami  16  Sep  (BM,  LaM, 

RT),  and  one  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  10  Nov 
(TD).  Trips  off  Ponce  De  Leon  Inlet  recorded 
30  Red  Phalaropes  26  Aug  and  one  there  1 
Nov  (MBo). 


JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Bankert  counted  275  jaegers  from  s.  Brevard 
beaches  5 Nov;  110  looked  like  Pomarines 
and  45  looked  like  Parasitics.  Franklin’s  Gulls 
made  a good  showing  this  fall,  with  4 at  Bald 
Point  S.E,  Franklin  29  Oct  (JM),  12  at  St. 
Marks  29-30  Oct  (DMo;  AW),  up  to  14  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  1-5  Nov  and  2 there  15 
Nov  (HR),  one  at  Green  Key  3 Nov  (KT,  ph.), 
and  one  at  Cutler  Ridge,  Miami-Dade  28  Nov 
(RT,  TM).  Other  rare  gulls  included  a juv. 
Glaucous  at  Destin,  Okaloosa  8 Oct  (BGa) 
and  a single  Sabine’s  Gull  and  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  4-6  Nov  at  Boynton  Beach  Inlet 
(MBe,  BH).  The  75  Gull-billed  Terns  at 
the  Everglades  A.A.  13  Aug  (BH)  repre- 
sent one  of  the  highest  counts  in  Flori- 
da for  this  rare  and  very  local  species. 
Although  not  the  highest  inland  count 
ever,  the  312  Sandwich  Terns  at  Polk 
mines  12  Aug  (PFe,  EL)  still  represent 
an  amazing  interior  pen.  total.  More 
than  500  Sooty  Terns  were  160  km  off 
Ponce  Inlet  26  Aug  (MBo).  There  were 
800  Black  Terns  at  the  Everglades  A.A. 
20  Aug  (BH,  PC)  but  these  were 
eclipsed  by  the  6800  at  Santa  Rosa  I.  31 
Aug  (BD,  LD),  likely  related  to  the  pas- 
sage of  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto,  which 
entrained  many  hundreds  of  these  and 
other  terns  (see  Special  Interregional 
Report,  in  this  issue).  Late  Black  Terns  were  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  13-19  Nov  (TR)  and 
Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  25  Nov  (BB). 
Unrelated  to  any  storm,  an  ad.  Brown  Noddy 
landed  on  a skiff  in  Cockroach  Bay,  Hillsbor- 
ough 17  Sep  and  preened  for  30  minutes  while 
the  occupants  fished  a few  feet  away  (NH, 
ph.)! 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  be  re- 
ported in  increasing  numbers,  but  the  only 
potentially  new  areas  this  fall  were  6 at  The 
Villages,  Marion  2 Aug  (JD)  and  singles  at  Or- 
mond Beach,  Volusia  10  Nov  (MWi)  and  Jack- 
sonville, Duval  12-16  Nov  (PP).  The  23 
Black-hooded  Parakeets  at  St.  Augustine 
Beach  Pier,  St.  Johns  7 Sep  (DoF)  established 
the  high  count  for  that  area,  while  the  37  at 
Dunedin  Causeway  21  Oct  (MG)  represented 
a typical  count.  Psittacids  at  new  areas  were 
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Two  boaters  in  Tampa  Bay,  Florida  were  surprised  when  this  Brown  Noddy  landed 
on  their  skiff  and  preened  for  30  minutes  on  30  November  2006.  Photograph  by 
Nanette  Holland. 


20+  Monk  Parakeets  at  South  Daytona,  Volu- 
sia 20  Nov  (MBo)  and  12  Blue-crowned  Para- 
keets at  Sebastian  Inlet  25  Nov  (ABa).  There 
were  7 Black-billed  Cuckoos  18  Aug-29  Sep, 
all  singles  in  the  pen.  Late  were  Yellow-billed 


Cuckoos  at  River  Lakes  C.A.,  Brevard  16  Nov 
(DSi)  and  Everglades  N.P.,  Monroe  20  Nov 
(BM).  The  only  anis  reported  were  one 
Smooth-billed  at  Cape  Florida  23  Aug  (RD) 
and  one  Groove-billed  at  Bald  Pt.  12  Oct 
(JM).  Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds  made  ap- 
pearances at  Eastpoint,  Franklin  10  Nov  (SK) 
and  Tallahassee  16  Nov  (JE).  Of  the  7 Rufous 
Hummingbirds  reported,  one  banded  female 
at  Valrico,  Hillsborough  11  Aug+  returned  for 
its  4th  winter  (StB).  Quite  early  was  a Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  27 
Aug  (HR).  A Hairy  Woodpecker  in  a subur- 
ban yard  at  Bayonet  Point,  Pasco  1 Nov  (BP) 
fit  the  pattern  noted  by  Cruickshank  ( The 
Birds  oj Brevard  County,  1980):  “There  may  be 
some  migration,  as  during  October  and  early 
November  it  appears  in  city  yards  where  none 
are  seen  the  rest  of  the  year.” 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

On  1 Sep,  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  graced 
Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa,  the  only  spot  in 


Florida  where  it  is  regular 
(BD).  Late  was  the  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  seen  and  heard 
calling  at  River  Lakes  C.A., 
Brevard  6 Nov  (DaF).  Four  of 
6 Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers 
were  found  during  the  period 
27-29  Sep.  A juv.  banded  at 
Cape  Florida  13  Sep  was  re- 
captured twice  18  & 23  Sep, 
gaining  2.8  g and  4.2  g,  re- 
spectively, over  the  first  cap- 
ture weight  of  8.5  g (RD). 
Twenty  Acadian  Flycatchers 
graced  Ft.  De  Soto  27  Sep 
(BAh).  A recently  noted  event 
in  Miami-Dade  involves  call- 
ing Alder  Flycatchers,  whose  status  in  the 
state  is  little  known.  This  season,  there  were  4 
at  Southern  Glades  Wildlife  and  Environmen- 
tal Area  23  Aug  (RT,  TM),  one  there  15  Sep 
(JBo),  and  one  at  Matheson  Hammock  4 Sep 
(RT).  Calling  Willow  Flycatchers 
were  heard  at  Saddle  Creek  Park 
1 Sep  (PFe)  and  A.D.  Barnes 
Park,  Miami-Dade  23  Sep  (JBo). 
Traill's  Flycatchers  included  18 
banded  at  Cape  Florida  7 Sep-11 
Oct  (MDa,  RD),  one  at 
Wekiva  Springs  S.P.,  Or- 
ange 21  Sep  (ABo),  and  2 
at  Ft.  De  Soto  21  Sep 
(BAh).  Twelve  Least  Fly- 
catchers, presumably  win- 
tering, were  at  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  27  Oct  (HR). 
Florida's  first  Hammonds 
Flycatcher  was  one  that 
called  at  Ft.  De  Soto  30-31  Oct  (LA,  ph., 
acc.  EO.S.R.C).  Five  Vermilion  Fly- 
catchers were  at  three  sites  s.  to  Lake  Je- 
sup  C.A.,  Sanford,  Seminole  11  Nov 
(BSi). 

Flycatchers  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
included  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  18 
Oct+,  a Brown-crested  Flycatcher  27 
Oct,  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  26  Nov,  and  up 
to  36  Western  Kingbirds  6 Nov+  (HR, 

TR).  Other  Ash-throateds  were  singles 
at  St.  Marks  31  Oct  (RM),  at  Cedar  Key, 

Levy  1 Nov  (DJ),  and  at  Lantana  Land- 
fill, Palm  Beach  23  Nov  (BH),  along 
with  2 at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  27 
Nov+  OH)-  Another  northerly  Brown- 
crested  Flycatcher  was  at  Casselberry, 
Seminole  27  Sep  (AV).  Highest  counts 
among  12  reports  of  76  total  Western 
Kingbirds  were  up  to  21  at  The  Villages,  Mar- 
ion 22  Qct+  (JD),  3 at  Ft.  De  Soto  30  Oct-19 
Nov  (LA),  6 near  Bartow,  Polk  18  Nov  (TP), 
and  3 at  Bald  Pt.  20  Nov  (RL).  Migrating 


flocks  of  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  noted  at  Ft. 
De  Soto  1 Sep  (350;  LA)  and  Sanibel  Light- 
house, Lee  10  Sep  (hundreds;  VM).  Among  16 
reports  totaling  24  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
26  Sep  and  later  were  2 at  Bald  Pt.  29  Oct 
(JM),  3 at  The  Villages,  Marion  22  Oct+  (TR), 
4 at  San  Antonio,  Pasco  3 Nov  (MWt),  and  3 
near  Trilby,  Pasco  16  Nov  (CBl).  Simpson  be- 
came the  first  person  in  Florida  to  discover 
more  than  one  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  the 
first  in  2000  and  the  other  this  fall:  an  ad. 
male  at  North  County  Regional  Park,  Sebast- 
ian, Indian  River  20-21  Nov  (ph.  DFS). 

Furnishing  a first  for  the  Gulf  coast  and  for 
the  cen.  pen.,  a Thick-billed  Vireo  was  a one- 
day  wonder  at  Ft.  De  Soto  12  Oct  (JG,  BAh; 
acc.  EO.S.R.C.).  Surprisingly,  there  were  eight 
reports  of  Bell's  Vireos  beginning  14  Sep,  all 
singles  except  for  2 at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A.  28 
Oct+  (RT,  TM).  One  Bell’s  was  banded  at 
Toinoka  S.E,  Volusia  5 Oct  (MWi,  ph.).  Ex- 
tremely early  was  the  Blue-headed  Vireo  at 
Gainesville  26  Aug  (TBoC).  Very  rare  but  an- 
nual in  Florida,  a Warbling  Vireo  was  spied  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  30  Oct  (LA).  More  than  usual, 
there  were  13  reports  of  16  Philadelphia  Vire- 
os statewide  20  Sep-18  Oct,  with  duos  at  Ft. 
De  Soto  27  Sep  (BAh)  and  St.  George  Island 


S.P.,  Franklin  13  (MHa)  & 21  Oct  (ES);  one  at 
Lake  Lisa  Park,  Port  Richey  15-20  Oct  pro- 
vided the  first  for  Pasco  (KT,  BP).  The  Black- 
whiskered  Vireo  found  by  Robinson  at  Lake 


This  adult  male  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  a two-day  wonder  at  Sebastian, 
Florida  20  (here)  and  21  November  2006.  Photograph  by  Dee  Fairbanks-Simpson. 


This  Brown  Creeper  at  Cocoa  Beach  3 November  2006  furnished  the 
southernmost  verifiable  record  in  Florida.  Photograph  by  Tina  Fiorillo. 
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Golden-crowned  Kinglets  staged  a major  inva- 
sion of  the  Panhandle  and  n.  third  of  the  penin- 
sula beginning  21  Oct,  with  29  variously  in  Alachua  (PBu, 
RR).  The  southernmost  reports  were  3 at  Starkey  Wilder- 
ness Park,  Pasco  30  Oct  (KT),  one  at  Valrico  17  Nov  (SG),  5 
at  Ft.  De  Soto  28  Oct-8  Nov  (LA),  and  one  at  Rye  Preserve, 
Manatee  16  Nov  (BAh).  The  invasion  continued  into  Dec. 

Apopka  N.S.R.A.  10  Sep  represented  a very 
rare  inland  occurrence  and  possibly  the  first 
during  fall. 

A count  of  760  Bank  Swallows  at  Polk 
mines  12  Aug  (PFe,  EL)  appears  to  be  the  sec- 
ond-highest count  in  Florida;  50  at  St.  Peters- 
burg 31  Aug  (DMa)  was  more  typical.  Among 
swallows  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  were  71 
Cliffs  and  4 Mexican  Caves  12  Oct  and  1360 
Barns  23  Aug  (HR).  The  only  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  singles  at  Medart,  Wakulla  7 
Nov  (SM)  and  Tall  Timbers  21  Nov  (AW). 
Seven  Brown  Creepers  were  reported,  all  in 
the  Panhandle  except  for  singles  at  Cocoa 
Beach,  Brevard  3 Nov  (TF,  ph.)  and 
Gainesville  17  Nov+  (PBu,  MDr).  Robinson 
counted  272  House  Wrens  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  20  Oct.  The  first  of  seven  Winter 
Wren  observations,  more  than  expected, 
came  from  St.  George  1.13  Oct  (MHa),  with  3 
s.  to  Alachua  (MM,  PBu). 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  made  it  into  the 
Keys,  with  singles  at  Key  Largo  17  Nov  and 
Tavernier  22  Nov  (BM).  Not  one  but  2 North- 
ern Wheatears  graced  the  Region,  one  at 
Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade  13-23  Sep  (SoB, 
ph.  MW1),  the  other  at  Honeymoon  Island 
S.P,  Pinellas  25  Sep  (SC,  ph.  CG).  Listening 
for  nocturnal  migrants  over  Weeki  Wachee, 
Hernando  27  Sep,  Gardler  heard  10  Veeries 
and  10  Gray-cheeked  and  150  Swainson’s 
Thrushes.  Single  Wood  Thrushes  enlivened 
Starkey  Wilderness  Park  27  Sep  (KT)  and 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  1 Oct  (HR).  Juv.  Amer- 
ican Robins  were  found  in  Leon  14  Aug  (2; 
GM)  and  at  Hampton  L.,  Bradford  9 Sep  (one; 
RR).  The  rarely  reported  Spragues  Pipit  was 
noted  at  Eglin  A.EB.,  Okaloosa , a recent  win- 
tering site,  9 Nov  (LF). 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  MANNIKINS 

A hefty  fallout  of  warblers  at  Ft.  De  Soto  27 
Sep  was  the  only  one  reported  statewide; 
highlights  included  8 Blue-wingeds,  2 Gold- 
en-wingeds,  25  Tennessees,  2 Nashvilles,  8 


Chestnut-sideds,  20  Magnolias,  12  Black- 
throated  Blues,  20  Black-and-whites,  8 Hood- 
eds,  and  18  American  Redstarts  (BAh,  LA, 
PBl).  Statewide  there  were  20  reports  of  39 
Blue-winged  Warblers  19  Aug-15  Oct,  with 
trios  in  Wakulla  19  Aug  (BCr,  JM)  and  at  Or- 
mond Beach  25  Sep  (MBo),  and  16  reports  of 
18  Golden-winged  Warbler  1 Sep-17  Oct,  all 
singles  except  for  duos  at  Ft.  De  Soto  (above) 
and  St.  George  I.  13  Oct  (MHa).  Nashville 
Warblers  were  well  represented,  with  11  re- 
ports of  13  birds  18  Aug-25  Nov,  including  2 
at  Jacksonville  22  Oct  (JC).  A nice  count  of  40 
Northern  Parulas  and  an  early  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  enlivened  John  Chesnut  Park, 
Pinellas  26  Aug  (RS);  another  parula  at  Lake 
City  19  Nov  was  tardy  (JKr).  Robinson’s 
count  of  232  Yellow  Warblers  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  15  Sep  shatters  the  previous  high 
counts — reported  in  previous  years  from  the 
same  site  by  the  same  observer!  Cape  Florida 
was  also  a happening  place  for  warblers,  with 
97  Black-throated  Blues  banded  22  Oct 
(MDa),  600  Yellow-rumpeds  9 Nov  (RD),  one 
Blackpoll  Warbler  9 Nov  (late),  and  20  Swain- 
son’s  banded  2 Sep-22  Oct  (MDa,  RD).  Very 
rare  but  regular,  Black-throated  Gray  War- 
blers dazzled  Key  Largo  20  Sep  (BM,  ph.)  and 
Cape  Florida  11-12  Nov  (RD). 

Ahern  found  Black-throated  Green  War- 
blers widespread:  6 at  Ft.  De  Soto  12  Oct,  sin- 
gles in  Glades  and  Hendiy  11  Nov,  and  one  at 
Rye  Preserve  16  Nov.  Fifteen  Blackburnian 
Warblers  brightened  Cedar  Key  20  Sep  (DH), 
and  the  same  number  of  Bay-breasted  War- 
blers made  a treat  at  Ft.  George  I.,  Duval  13 
Oct  (RC).  Cerulean  Warblers  were  numerous, 
with  15  reports  of  20  birds  13  Aug-8  Sep,  and 
2 at  Sawgrass  Lake  Park  3 Sep  (RS)  and  trios 
at  John  Chesnut  Park  13  Aug  (RS)  and  Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  3 Sep  (JBr).  An  aberrant 
Black-and-white  Warbler  at  Saddle  Creek 
Park  2 Aug  had  a white  head  and  yellow  bill 
(PFe).  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  again  hosted 
large  numbers  of  waterthrushes  this  fall,  with 
81  Northerns  17  Sep  and  25  Louisianas  20 
Aug  (HR);  another  Louisiana  at  Everglades 
N.E,  Miami-Dade  23  Nov  (JBo)  probably  was 
wintering.  Casual  in  the  w.  Panhandle,  a Con- 


necticut Warbler  at  Henderson  Beach,  Walton 
25  Oct  (DW)  was  a surprise.  Nearly  equally 
rare,  a Mourning  Warbler  was  salvaged  at 
Pace,  Santa  Rosa  12  Sep  (*UF  45409;  fide 
AK),  while  another  was  observed  at  Spanish 


River  Park  14  Sep  (BH).  Wilson’s  Warblers 
were  numerous,  with  15  singles  reported  22 
Aug-28  Nov.  The  very  rare  Canada  Warbler 
was  observed  at  six  locations,  more  than  is 
usual:  Turkey  Creek  Sanctuary  8 Sep  (DBa), 
John  Chesnut  Park  11-12  Sep  (TA,  LA), 
Phipps  Park,  Leon  15  Sep  (AW,  JW),  Sugden 
Park,  Collier  17-18  Sep  (AM,  DSu),  Cape 
Florida  12  Oct  (MDa,  RD),  and  L.  Munson  17 
Oct  (AW).  Six  Yellow-breasted  Chats  were 
found  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A.,  a recent  winter- 
ing site  11  Nov  (MBe).  There  were  20  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  at  Ft.  De  Soto  12  Oct  (BAh)  and 


This  Northern  Wheatear  at  Honeymoon  Island  State  Park, 
Florida  was  a one-day  wonder  25  September  2006. 
Photograph  by  Colin  Gjervold. 


up  to  10  Scarlet  Tanagers  at  Mead  Garden, 
Orange  8-23  Oct  (BAn).  Western  Tanagers 
paused  in  Pinellas , with  2 at  John  Chesnut 
Park  30  Sep  (MPe,  MG)  and  one  at  Honey- 
moon 1.  13  Oct  (LK). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  numerous, 
with  nine  reports,  including  duos  at  Bonsteel 
Park,  Brevard  7 Sep  (ABa)  and  Ft.  De  Soto  30 
Sep  (BAn),  and  one  s.  to  Key  Largo  26  Sep 
(BM).  Also  widespread  were  Lark  Sparrows, 
also  with  nine  reports,  among  them  2 birds  at 
Frog  Pond  W.M.A.  29  Sep  (RT,  TM)  and  one 
in  song  in  mid-Pinellas  10-11  Nov  (JE  ph.).  A 
Savannah  Sparrow  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R. 
16  Sep  (TD)  was  early.  All  six  reports  of  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  from  the  e.  Panhandle 
except  for  one  in  Brevard  24  Nov  (ABa).  Ca- 
sual inland,  a Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  29-30  Oct  was  care- 
fully detailed  (SR).  Fox  Sparrows  at 
Gainesville  26  Nov  (D&rJP)  and  Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  29  Nov  (BSc)  were  at  the  s. 
limit  of  their  wintering  range.  Casual  so  far  s., 
a Song  Sparrow  photographed  at  Key  West  25 
Nov  (LA)  may  have  furnished  the  first  verifi- 
able record  for  the  Keys.  Also  photographed 
by  Atherton  but  not  as  rare  was  a Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  at  Key  Largo  24  Nov.  White-throated 


f AA  singing  Common  Myna  at  Seven  Springs,  Pasco  28  Oct  (SP,  ph.  KT)  was  the  northernmost  vanguard  along  the  Gulf 
J : coast  and  follows  recent  pioneers  in  neighboring  Pinellas  and  Manatee.  Meanwhile,  in  the  species'  stronghold  in  Mi- 
ami-Dade, a flock  of  400  was  found  at  Florida  City  9 Nov  (GZ,  MA).We  are  still  awaiting  a detailed  study  to  document  the  es- 
tablishment of  Common  Mynas  in  Florida,  a mark  that  probably  was  set  1 0 years  ago. 
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and  one  ad.  was  in  Brevard  27  Sep  (DSi). 
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Manetz,  Larry  Manfred  (LaM),  Don  Margeson 
(DMa),  Linda  McCandless  (LiM),  Sean  Mc- 
Cool,  Vince  McGrath,  Russell  McGregor,  Gail 
Menk,  jean  & John  Metheny  (J&MM),  Paul 
Miller,  Trey  Mitchell,  Don  Morrow  (DMo), 
Brennan  Mulroney,  John  Murphy,  Alan  Mur- 
ray, Tom  Palmer  (TPa),  Steve  Peacock,  Mauri 
Peterson  (MPe),  Thelma  Phillips  (TPh),  Mil- 
ton  Plaugher  (MPl),  Debbie  & Jim  Powell 
(D&jP),  Peggy  Powell,  Bill  Pranty,  Stefan 
Rayer,  Bob  Richter  (BRi),  Bryant  Roberts 
(BRo),  Harry  Robinson,  Tom  Rodriguez,  Rex 
Rowan,  Bubba  Scales  (BSc),  Ken  Schmidt, 
Eric  Shaw,  Bob  Sicolo  (BSi),  David  Simpson 
(DSi),  Dee  Fairbanks-Simpson  (DFS),  Ron 
Smith,  Wanda  Soto,  David  Steadman  (DSt), 
Doug  Suitor  (DSu),  Susan  Teisciero,  Roberto 
Torres,  Ken  Tracey,  Ann  Turner,  Peg  Urban, 
Alex  Vinokur,  Bob  Wallace,  Don  Ware,  Larry 
& Marty  Weltin  (L&MW),  Mickey  Wheeler 
(MWl),  Michelle  White  (MWt),  Meret  Wilson 
(MWi),  Andy  Wraithmell,  Julie  Wraithmell, 
Wilf  Yusek,  Gina  Zimmerman.  © 


Bill  Pranty,  8515  Village  Mill  Row 

Bayonet  Point,  Florida  34667,  (billpranty@hotmail.com) 


CATS  INDOORS! 

The  Campaign  for  Safer  Birds  & Cats 

WHAT  DO 
INDOOR 
CATS  MISS? 


★ Killing  Birds 

★ Getting  Lost 

★ Getting  Stolen 

★ Getting  Hit  ByA  Car 

★ Fatal  Feline  Diseases 

★ Dog  Attacks 

★ Abcesses 

★ Worms 

★ Fleas 

★ Ticks 

Protect  cats,  birds, 
and  other  wildlife  by 
keeping  cats  indoors! 


For  more  information,  contact: 
AMERICAN  BIRD 
CONSERVANCY 
Cats  Indoors! 

The  Campaign  for  SaferBirdsand  Cats 
1 834  Jefferson  Place,  N W 
Washington,  DC 20036 
Phone:  202-452-1535; 
Fax:202-452-1534; 

E-mail:  abc@abcbirds.or  g; 

Web:  www.abcbirds.org 


American 
Bird 
’Conservancy 


Sparrows  rarely  penetrate  the  s.-cen.  pen.,  so 
singles  at  Siesta  Key,  Sarasota  10  Nov  (RG) 
and  Upper  Tampa  Bay  Park,  Hillsborough  19 
Nov  (CG)  were  noteworthy.  Dark-eyed  Jun- 
cos  also  seemed  more  numerous  than  is  usu- 
al, with  a “small  flock”  at  Tall  Timbers  19  Nov 
(CBo)  and  one  s.  to  Alachua,  Alachua  29  Nov 
(BW),  among  others. 

Two  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  (ad.  male, 
juv.  male)  were  a surprise  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach 
W.T.E  28  Sep  (tTPh),  and  another  graced 
Gainesville  23-24  Oct  (J&JM).  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  supported  72  Blue  Grosbeaks  1 Oct 


This  Common  Myna  at  Seven  Springs,  Florida  28  October 
2006  represented  the  northernmost  pioneer  reported  along 
the  Gulf  coast.  Photograph  by  Ken  Tracey. 

and  40  Indigo  Buntings  22  Oct  (HR).  Four  re- 
ports of  Painted  Buntings  were  received:  sin- 
gles at  Chassahowitzka  W.M.A.,  Hernando  6 
Sep  (AH,  BH),  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve 
S.E,  Okeechobee  5 Oct  (PM),  Cedar  Key  23-27 
Nov  (DH),  and  7 at  Oakland  Nature  Preserve 
21  Nov  (TR).  There  were  3000  Bobolinks  at 
Viera  7 Sep  (TD).  All  seven  reports  of  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  were  singles  except  for  2 at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  18  Oct  (HR);  another 
was  photographed  at  Lithia,  Hillsborough  26 
Nov  (L&MW).  There  were  five  reports  of  12 
Shiny  Cowbirds,  nearly  all  of  multiples:  trios 
at  Everglades  N.P.,  Monroe  4 Sep  (JBo),  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  17  Sep  (HR),  and  Home- 
stead, Miami-Dade  29  Oct  (JBo),  2 at  the  Ever- 
glades A. A.  3 Sep  (BH,  MBe),  and  one  male  at 
Tallahassee  8 Oct  (ST).  Bronzed  Cowbirds  ap- 
peared at  Jupiter  Inlet  Colony  6 Sep  (2; 
j&LH),  Mashes  Sands  Park,  Wakulla  22  Oct 
(SM),  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  29  Oct 
(HR).  An  Orchard  Oriole  at  Paynes  Prairie 
Preserve  23  Sep  (AK)  was  late,  while  1 1 Balti- 
more Orioles  at  Altamonte  Springs,  Seminole 
16  Sep  (PH)  represented  a good  number.  Ca- 
sual so  far  s.  and  representing  the  only  fall  re- 
port was  a female-plumaged  Purple  Finch  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  26  Nov  (HR).  Souther- 
ly House  Finches  were  9 or  more  at  Ft.  De 
Soto  1 Nov  (BAn)  and  one  at  Cape  Florida  8- 
18  Nov  (RD).  Finally,  fledgling  Nutmeg  Man- 
nikins were  found  at  Pensacola  20  Aug  (BGi), 
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Ontario 


Margaret  J.  C.  Bain 


The  weather  this  autumn  was  much  less 
placid  and  uniform  across  the  province 
than  in  the  past  several  years.  August 
and  September  remained  mild  but  with  heav- 
ier-than-usual  rainfall  over  most  of  the 
province,  except  in  the  northwest,  where 
summer’s  very  dry  conditions  continued  into 
September.  An  extremely  early,  vigorous  Arc- 
tic cold  front  swept  into  the  Niagara  region  12 
October,  dumping  30  cm  of  snow  on  Fort  Erie 
and  surrounding  areas.  Another  strong  storm 
blew  in  from  the  southwest  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  bringing  more  early  snow  to  snowbelt 
areas  around  the  Great  Lakes.  Milder  temper- 
atures returned  and  persisted  through  the  first 
three  weeks  of  November,  allowing  some  late 
migrants  to  linger.  November  ended  with  an- 
other sudden  cold  front  and  high  winds 
sweeping  in  from  the  Prairies. 

Away  from  snowbelt  areas,  the  season  was 
generally  unusually  mild  and  wet.  In  Algo- 
nquin Provincial  Park,  six  species  provided 
new  late  departure  dates,  and  several  other 
species  lingered  much  later  than  usual.  All 
winter  finches  except  redpolls  were  present  in 
the  Park,  many  in  good  numbers,  in  response 
to  a bumper  crop  of  seeds  and  fruit  on  nearly 
all  tree  and  shrub  species.  This  abundant  food 
supply  in  the  north,  however,  discouraged 
most  of  these  finches  from  moving  farther 
south  during  the  reporting  period.  Mild  tem- 
peratures in  the  Canadian  Arctic  contributed 
to  a successful  breeding  season  for  many 
species  and  hence  good  numbers  of  some  mi- 
grants, including  jaegers  and  Sabines  Gulls. 
However,  water  levels  in  the  Great  Lakes  re- 
mained very  high,  reducing  habitat  for  south- 
bound shorebirds  and  contributing  to  lower- 
than-usual  numbers  in  most  traditional 
shorebird  staging  areas. 

Hawk  migration  was  sluggish  early  in  the 
season  because  of  continuing  warm  weather, 


but  good  flights  later  yielded  some  high  num- 
bers of  Turkey  Vultures,  Bald  and  Golden  Ea- 
gles, and  American  Kestrels.  Thunder  Bay  re- 
ported significant  influxes  of  Gray  Jays  and 
American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers,  and  the 
latter  also  appeared  in  good  numbers  in  Algo- 
nquin Park. 

Some  outstanding  rarities  included  a Manx 
Shearwater  well  photographed  at  Van  Wagn- 
ers Beach  (only  the  second  for  Ontario  and 
the  first  seen  alive),  a long-staying  Razorbill 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River,  a Black 
Guillemot  on  the  Spanish  River,  a White- 
faced Ibis,  two  Northern  Wheatears,  and 
Thunder  Cape’s  obligatory  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher. 

Abbreviations:  G.S.  (Generating  Station); 
H.B.M.O.  (Holiday  Beach  Migration  Observa- 
tory, Essex);  LB. A.  (Important  Bird  Area); 
K.EN.  (Kingston  Field  Naturalists);  L.P.B.O. 
(Long  Point  B.O.,  Norfolk );  L.S.S.  (Leslie 
Street  Spit,  Toronto);  R E.  Pt.  (Prince  Edward 
Pt.,  Prince  Edward );  RRB.A.  (Pt.  Pelee  Birding 
Area);  T.C.B.O.  (Thunder  Cape  B.O.,  Thunder 
Bay);  V.W.B.  (Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamilton). 
Place  names  in  italics  refer  to  counties,  dis- 
tricts, and  regional  municipalities. 

WATERFOWL 

Up  to  3 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
among  hundreds  of  Canada  Geese  frequent- 
ing a large  quarry  pond  and  surrounding 


fields  at  Nepean,  Ottawa  27  Oct-14  Nov 
(m.ob.).  Single  ad.  white-morph  Ross’s  Geese 
were  at  Elmstead,  Essex  12  Nov  (RAH)  and 
Port  Stanley  S.L.,  Elgin  19  Nov  (MC,  JA),  and 
an  apparent  Ross’s  Goose  x Snow  Goose  hy- 
brid was  at  Kingston  17  Oct-6  Nov  (BER  et 
al.).  Cackling  Geese  were  widely  reported  in 
small  numbers,  with  high  counts  of  7 at  Ne- 
pean 17  Oct-14  Nov  (m.ob.)  and  11  at  Stur- 
geon Creek,  Essex  19  Oct  (1MR).  A Mute 


Swan  was  n.  to  Dryden,  Kenora  in  early  Oct 
(OV).  Unusual  for  Rainy  River  was  a Trum- 
peter Swan  that  stayed  to  molt  in  a large 
marshy  pond  in  Atikokan  7 Aug-16  Sep 
(DHE).  Single  male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were 
among  Americans  at  Kingston  12  Oct+  (BER 
et  al.)  and  Erieau,  Chatham-Kent  22  Oct 
0TB). 

Greater  Scaup  numbers  peaked  at  50,000 
off  Wolfe  I.,  Kingston  15  Oct  (K.EN.).  Harle- 
quin Ducks  were  widely  reported:  2 yearling 
males  were  off  L.S.S.  12-23  Sep  (AMD,  DD,JJ, 
m.ob.);  an  ad.  male  was  off  Stoney  Creek, 
Hamilton  28-29  Oct  (BSC,  m.ob.);  a female 
was  at  nearby  Bronte  3-27  Nov  (MWJ,  m.ob.); 
Northumberland  had  an  imm.  male  at 
Presqu’ile  PR  5 Nov  (BDL);  2 females  were  in 
Cobourg  harbor  23  Nov  (CEG);  and  an  ad. 
male  frequented  the  Deschenes  Rapids  on  the 
Ottawa  R.,  Ottawa  25  Nov+  (DWP,  m.ob.).  L. 
Ontario  off  Stoney  Creek  held  500  Surf  Scot- 
ers 29  Oct  (RC,  GJS)  and  398  Black  Scoters  5 
Nov  (WJC  et  al.);  an  estimated  100,000 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  off  V.W.B.  5 Nov 
(WJC  et  al.). 

An  ad.  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  off 
Stoney  Creek  12  Nov+  (KAM,  WDA,  BP, 
m.ob.),  and  there  were  2 males  there  23  Nov 
(BSC);  a male  Common  Goldeneye  x Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  hybrid  was  also  off  Stoney  Creek 
12-30  Nov  (KAM,  WDA,  BP,  m.ob.),  with  a 
Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser 
hybrid  there  23-24  Nov  (BSC,  m.ob.).  Above 


the  Remic  Rapids  on  the  Ottawa  R.,  there  was 
an  ad.  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  18  Nov  (PM, 
BDL)  and  a male  Common  Goldeneye  x Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  hybrid  19  Nov+  (BDL,  RB), 
likely  the  same  bird  that  spent  the  previous 
winter  there. 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Ottawa  saw  a major  fallout  of  222  Red-throat- 
ed Loons  on  the  Ottawa  R.  between  Remic 
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This  Manx  Shearwater  seen  by  a lucky  few  off  Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamilton,  Ontario  SI  August  and  (here)  1 September  2006 
was  the  second  for  Ontario  and  the  first  seen  alive  in  the  province.  Photographs  by  Brandon  Holden. 
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This  adult  White-faced  ibis,  the  first  for  the  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory  area, 
was  with  10  Glossy  Ibis  in  wet  fields  near  Big  Creek,  Ontario  2 (here)  and  3 Octo- 
ber 2008.  Photograph  by  Ron  Ridout. 


Rapids  and  Shirley’s  Bay  13  Nov  (TFMB, 
BDL),  with  at  least  104  remaining  the  follow- 
ing day  (BDL).  A Pacific  Loon  was  off  P E.  Pt. 
5 Nov  (K.EN.),  and  one  was  at  the  Tip  of  Pt. 
Pelee  18  Nov  (BRH),  the  latter  the  5th  fall 
record  for  the  PRB.A.  A flyby  Yellow-billed 
Loon  at  Thunder  Cape  14  Oct  (JMW, 
T.C.B.O.)  would  constitute  a first  record  for 
Thunder  Bay  if  documented  and  accepted. 

Red-necked  Grebes  on  Wolsey  L.  and  L. 
Manitou,  Manitoulin  peaked  at  515  on  26  Sep 
(CB);  a Red-necked  Grebe  at  L.  of  Two  Rivers 
30  Nov  (RGT)  was  very  late  for  Algonquin  P.P 
An  ad.  Eared  Grebe  was  off  Burloak  Park, 
Burlington  9 & 10  Sep  (MWJ  et  al.), 
and  one  flew  s.  at  the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  4 
Oct  (AW,  KAM).  T.C.B.O.  had  a West- 
ern/Clark’s Grebe  5-6  Sep  at  Thunder 
Cape,  Thunder  Bay  (JMW);  a Western 
Grebe  was  off  Pinery  P.P.,  Lambton  18 
Nov  (BAM),  and  another  was  in  Kem- 
penfelt  Bay,  Simcoe  29  Nov  (JPC,  NS). 

A Manx  Shearwater  photographed 
and  seen  by  many  off  V.W.B.  31  Aug-1 
Sep  (BSC,  m.ob.)  was  the  2nd  for  On- 
tario and  the  first  seen  alive  in  the 
province.  Although  nearly  matching 
the  dates  of  passage  of  Tropical  Storm 
Ernesto  far  to  the  southeast,  its  occur- 
rence was  clearly  not  associated  with 
any  hurricane  activity  but  did  follow 
five  days  of  strong  easterly  winds, 
which  may  have  assisted  its  flight  up  the  St. 
Lawrence  R.  (Interestingly,  another  Manx  was 
in  se.  L.  Ontario  23  Oct,  off  Derby  Hill,  NY 
[fide  JMP].)  Fish  Pt.,  Pelee  I.,  Essex  recorded 
12,000  Double-crested  Cormorants  13  Aug 
(GG),  and  a record  600+  were  tallied  along  the 
Ottawa  R.  3 Sep  (RAB,  CL)  following  Ottawa’s 
first  breeding  record  in  the  summer,  when  at 
least  six  pairs  successfully  fledged  young  on  a 
small  islet  near  Lemieux  1.  A first-year  bird 
lingering  on  L.  Opeongo  20  Oct-8  Nov  (AL, 
TH)  gave  Algonquin  P.P  a new  late  date. 


The  79  Great  Egrets  at  an 
overnight  roost  at  Muddy 
Creek  11  Aug  (DM,  GF)  made 
a record-high  count  for  the 
RRB.A.  It  was  a good  season 
for  rarer  herons:  single  Snowy 
Egrets  were  at  Mitchell  S.L., 
Perth  1 Sep  (TTu)  and  at 
Blenheim,  Chatham-Kent  3 Oct 
(KJB);  a juv.  Little  Blue  Heron 
near  Casselman,  Prescott-Rus- 
sell  14-20  Aug  was  enjoyed  by 
many  (JB,  m.ob.).  A Tricolored 
Heron  along  the  Niagara  R. 
above  the  Falls  6 Aug  (RZD, 
BNC,  m.ob.)  was  joined  by  an- 
other 13  Aug  (GMN),  with 
both  birds  reported  through  27  Aug  (m.ob.) 
and  one  through  3 Sep  (ph.  JR).  One  of  these 
was  likely  the  Tricolored  Heron  at  Pt.  Abino, 
Niagara  5-11  Oct  (MJO;  MLJ,  TAS;  WW).  A 
Cattle  Egret  frequented  the  Casselman  S.L.  3- 
7 Oct  (MD,  JB,  m.ob.),  one  was  in  a pasture 
near  Brighton,  Northumberland  20  Oct 
(FMH),  one  was  n.  of  Cornwall  29-31  Oct  0B 
et  al),  and  one  was  at  Hagersville,  Haldimand 
5 Nov  (BDJ,  GP,  RD).  A Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  at  Gravenhurst  19-24  Aug  (JH)  was 
rare  for  Muskoka. 

A flock  of  11  Plegadis  ibis  found  in  wet 
fields  near  Big  Creek,  Norfolk  2-3  Oct  (SW) 


contained  10  Glossy  Ibis  and  one  ad.  White- 
faced Ibis  (RR,  m.ob.),  the  latter  furnishing 
the  first  record  for  the  Long  Pt.  area.  Long  Pt. 
also  had  6 dark  ibis  at  Old  Cut  6 Oct  and  3 at 
the  Tip  9 Oct  (L.P.B.O.,  JRA). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Warm  weather  delayed  raptor  movement 
somewhat,  but  flights  eventually  picked  up, 
and  several  hawkwatch  stations  produced  ex- 
cellent counts.  Turkey  Vultures  passed 
through  in  large  numbers:  H.B.M.O.  tallied 


35,665,  its  second-highest  season  total.  Os- 
preys lingered,  with  the  latest  birds  over  Stur- 
geon Creek  19  Nov  (IMR)  and  29  Oct-3  Dec 
at  Erieau,  Chatham-Kent  (JIB  et  al.).  Bald  Ea- 
gles provided  a record  one-day  total  of  62  at 
Hawk  Cliff  Hawkwatch,  Port  Stanley  10  Sep, 
in  a record  season  total  of  362.  Hawk  Cliff  also 
posted  a record  season  total  of  1090  Red- 
shouldered Hawks.  The  Broad-winged  Hawk 
flight  was  good  but  not  exceptional,  as  wind 
direction  in  Sep  kept  many  birds  n.  of  most 
lakeshore  hawkwatch  sites.  A remarkable  8 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  identified  this  season: 
an  intermediate-morph  juv.  at  Port  Alma, 
Chatham-Kent  9 Sep  (AW);  a light-morph  juv. 
at  Blenheim,  Chatham-Kent  26  Sep  (IMR;  a 
first  for  the  Rondeau  Area  checklist);  a dark- 
morph  juv.  at  H.B.M.O.  15  Sep  (TSm  et  al);  a 
dark  morph  over  Hamilton  Mt.  1 Oct  (DC);  a 
light-morph  juv.  at  Seacliff  5 Oct  (ph.  BRH, 
EWH;  the  7th  fall  record  for  P.RB.A.);  a light- 
morph  juv.  at  Port  Stanley,  Elgin  15  Oct  (fide 
DJB);  a light-morph  juv.  at  Toronto  25  Oct 
(DP);  and  one  dark  morph  at  Hawk  Cliff  26 
Oct  (DJB).  Golden  Eagles  had  one  of  their  best 
years  ever:  Hawk  Cliff  had  15  on  28  Oct  and 
double-digit  counts  on  several  other  days  for  a 
record  season  total  of  146;  P.  E.  Pt.,  which 
rarely  sees  any  Goldens,  had  10  circling  over- 
head 2 Nov  (DO);  Chatham-Kent  had  22  birds 
25  Oct-17  Nov  (AW).  Hawk  Cliff  had  a record 
one-day  count  of  1187  American 
Kestrels  20  Sep  in  a record  season  total 
of  5076.  A very  dark  Gyrfalcon  flew 
over  Cobourg  harbor  28  Oct  (CEG, 
JEG),  furnishing  the  earliest  record  for 
Northumberland ; another  dark  morph 
was  over  the  grounds  of  Collins  Bay 
Penitentiary,  Kingston  1 Nov  (CH), 
and  a gray  bird  passed  L.S.S.  11  Nov 
(ALA).  A juv.  Peregrine  Falcon  in  the 
Onion  Fields  6 Aug  (AW)  was  record 
early  for  the  PEB.A. 

In  early  Sep,  low  water  levels  from  a 
dry  summer,  combined  with  a bumper 
crop  of  wild  rice,  attracted  some  500 
rails  to  Miller’s  Creek  in  the  town  of 
Rainy  River,  mostly  Soras  but  also 
many  Virginia  Rails  (LH).  In  the 
Chelmsford  S.L.,  two  pairs  of  Common 
Moorhens  providing  the  first  confirmed  nest- 
ing of  this  species  for  Sudbury  remained  with 
several  young  through  mid-Sep  (JL).  High 
counts  of  American  Coots  included  200  at 
Rainy  River  S.L.  3 Oct  (DHE)  and  200  at 
Kingston  15  Oct  (PJG).  Sandhill  Crane 
counts  carried  out  by  the  Manitoulin  Nature 
Club  yielded  a record  2606  cranes  6-7  Oct,  a 
significant  increase  over  the  previous  high  of 
2045  on  16  Oct  2004;  all  but  200  of  these 
cranes  were  at  the  Spring  Bay  I.B.A. 


A record  IS  Golden  Eagles  tallied  at  Hawk  Cliff  Hawkwatch,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario  on  28 
October  2006  included  this  magnificent  immature.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Rider. 
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SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

The  250  American  Golden-Plovers  in  fields  s. 
of  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  7 Oct  made  a high 
count  for  such  a late  date  (STP,  BH).  A very 
late  Semipalmated  Plover  lingered  at  Hillman 
Marsh  1-6  Nov  (JMT  et  al.),  and  a juv.  Piping 
Plover  there  through  1 Oct-12  Nov  (STP  et 
al.)  was  record  late  for  the  P.RB.A.  Single 
American  Avocets  were  at  Holland  Landing 
S.L.,  York  29  Aug-4  Sep  (DW,  m.ob.)  and  Gull 

l. ,  Presqu’ile  PR  28  Sep  (DB).  At  least  12  Wil- 
lets  were  reported  in  the  s.,  all  singles  except 
2 at  VW.B.  30  Aug  (BRH  et  al.)  and  2 at  the 
Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  8 Sep  (AW,  R&SM).  Presqu’ile 
PR  had  a remarkable  breeding-plumaged  Spot- 
ted Sandpiper  12  Nov  (MR);  one  in  basic 
plumage  remained  there  30  Nov+  (FMH,  m. 
ob.).  There  were  4 Hudsonian  Godwits  at 
Dundas  Marsh,  Hamilton  9-10  Oct  (KWi  et 
al.),  with  a few  singles  noted  elsewhere  in  the 
south.  Single  Marbled  Godwits  were  at  Hol- 
land Landing  S.L.  24  Aug  (DW),  at  Rock  Pt. 
P.P.,  Haldimand  24  Aug  (GJ,  JM),  and  at  Old 
Cut,  Long  Pt.  29  Aug  (RWW,  SAM).  Few 
Western  Sandpipers  were  reported  this  fall: 
single  ads.  were  at  Presqu’ile  PR  18-20  Aug 
(DPS  et  al.)  and  at  Rock  Pt.  P.P.  26  (JMP)  & 
28  Aug  (SOD,  m.ob.),  and  a juv.  was  at 
Shirley’s  Bay,  Ottawa  4 Sep  (RAB,  CL,  BL). 
There  were  6 Purple  Sandpipers  at  Port 
Weller,  Niagara  12  Nov  (KJR,  JEB,  BRA, 
JMP);  2 were  at  Fifty  Point  C.A.,  Hamil- 
ton/Niagara 14  Nov  (RLW),  and  at  least  7 
more  singles  were  reported  along  L.  Ontario 
12-30  Nov,  including  one  at  the  Tip  of  Pt. 
Pelee  19  Nov  and  one  at  Wheatley  Harbour 
22  Nov  (both  ACP).  The  Dunlin  flight  was 
light  in  many  locations,  but  a very  active  flock 
of  520  birds  was  on  West  Bay  beach,  Mani- 
toulin  31  Oct  (CB),  and  there  were  1200  at 
Hillman  Marsh  8 Nov  (AW);  30  birds  flying 
over  Lively,  Sudbury  18  Nov  QL)  were  late  for 
the  area.  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  widely 
reported  in  small  numbers,  with  6 juvs.  at 
Blenheim  S.L.  3 Sep  (BAM,  JTB,  WMK)  and  a 
juv.  at  Emo  S.L.,  Rainy  River  13  Aug  (K&MB). 
Single  Red  Phalaropes  were  off  Confederation 
Park,  Hamilton  3 Sep  (DRD)  and  the  Tip  of  Pt. 
Pelee  22  Sep  and  27  Oct  (both  AW);  one  in 
Cobourg  harbor  15  Oct  (MJCB,  m.ob.)  was 
probably  the  same  bird  seen  at  Presqu’ile  P.P 
18  Oct  (FMH);  and  3 were  noteworthy  at  Pt. 
Edward,  Lambton  11  Nov  (BAM,  PAW). 

A second-winter  Laughing  Gull  was  at  the 
Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  12  Sep  (AW,  MBR)  and  anoth- 
er on  the  Niagara  R.  at  Fort  Erie  17  Sep  (PY, 

m. ob.).  A juv.  (an  unusual  plumage  for  On- 
tario) Franklin’s  Gull  was  in  the  Onion  Fields 
of  the  P.P.B.A.  18-20  Aug  (AW),  a first-winter 
was  at  the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  12  Sep  (AW),  a 
first-winter  was  below  Niagara  Falls  29  Oct 
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One  of  a few  Sabine's  Gulls  reported  on  Lake  Erie  in  autumn  2006, 
this  juvenile  visited  Port  Stanley,  Ontario  harbor  17  October  2006. 

Photograph  by  Dave  Brown. 


(WDA,  BP),  and  an  ad.  was  at  Wheat- 
ley  Harbour  19  Nov  (IMR).  An  ad. 
Black-headed  Gull  was  in  the  Onion 
Fields  on  2 Sep  (AW).  Up  to  8 Little 
Gulls  accompanied  a blizzard  of  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  along  the  Niagara  R late 
Oct-30  Nov  (m.ob.),  with  an  estimated 
20,000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  there  29  Oct 
(WDA,  BP);  12,000  Bonaparte’s  were  in 
the  Onion  Fields  28  Aug  (AW).  An  ad. 
California  Gull  was  on  the  Niagara  R. 
at  Adam  Beck  G.S.  llNov+  (BRH,  LR), 
joined  by  another  on  18  Nov  (WDA, 

BP);  and  one  ad.  was  at  Wheatley  Har- 
bour 6 Oct  (ph.  BRH,  EWH).  An  im- 
pressive 21  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  most- 
ly ads.,  were  at  the  Deschenes  Rapids  on  the 
Ottawa  R.  21  Sep  (BDL).  A total  of  16  juv. 
Sabine’s  Gulls  flew  by  V.W.B.  24  Aug-11  Sep 
(RZD,  m.ob),  with  a peak  of  7 on  11  Sep 
(MWJ,  RZD  et  al.);  a juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  was 
well  photographed  at  Port  Stanley  13  Oct  (SR, 
DJB).  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  well  re- 
ported: V.W.B.  birders  tallied  13  juvs.  25 
Aug-11  Nov;  at  least  3 frequented  the  Niaga- 
ra R.  29  Oct-26  Nov,  including  2 ads.  18  Nov 


Part  of  a wider  influx  to  northeastern  North  America  was  this 
immature  Northern  Wheatear  seen  in  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario 
on  10  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Nicholas  6.  Escott. 


(WDA,  BP  et  al.);  Presqu’ile  PR  had  single 
juvs.  31  Oct  (DPS)  and  9 Nov  (DPS,  MR);  one 
was  at  R E.  Pt.  31  Oct  (DO);  a juv.  flew  over 
Dundas  Marsh  5 Nov  (RZD,  CEE);  3 juvs. 
were  at  Pt.  Edward  11  Nov  (AMB,  NG,  EE  et 
al);  and  the  Tip  of  Pt.  Pelee  had  first-winter 
birds  27  (AW)  & 30  Oct  (Adam  J.  Hall)  and  9 
Nov  (KAM,  BRH). 

Record  late  for  Hamilton  were  an  ad.  and  a 
juv.  Caspian  Tern  in  Hamilton  harbor  through 
29  Oct  (RC,  GJS).  The  Niagara  R.  still  held  5 
Common  Terns  29  Oct  (WDA,  BP).  An  ad. 
Arctic  Tern  was  off  VW.B.  22  Sep  (RZD,  CEE, 
DRD).  The  330  Black  Terns  flying  past  the  Tip 
of  Pt.  Pelee  8 Sep  (AW,  KAM)  made  a high 
count,  especially  for  the  late  date. 

It  was  a good  fall  for  jaeger-watchers. 
Presqu’ile  PR  had  an  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  3 
Sep  (RIS),  possibly  the  same  bird  seen  at 


Cobourg  harbor  two  hours  earlier  (CEG),  and 
a juv.  off  Gull  I.  29  Oct  (DPS,  MR),  while  Pt. 
Edward  had  single  juvs.  1 Oct  (TSn)  and  12 
Nov  (SJ).  A light-morph  ad.  and  2 intermedi- 
ate-morph  juv.  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  off  the 
Tip  at  Pt.  Pelee  3 Oct  (AW),  and  a juv.  was  off 
Windsor,  Essex  11  Nov  (AJR  et  al.).  The 
Hamilton  area  recorded  single  Pomarine 
Jaegers  off  V.W.B.  7 (DJM)  & 27  Oct  (BSC) 
and  a light-morph  ad.  11  Nov  (DRD,  CEE), 
with  singles  also  off  Bronte  1 Nov  (TO  et  al.) 
and  Stoney  Creek  5 Nov  (WFS  et  al).  A Po- 
marine Jaeger  was  off  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  23 
Nov  (SAM,  TB).  A total  of  24  Parasitic  Jaegers 
was  reported  off  V.W.B.  24  Aug-27  Oct; 
Northumberland  saw  13  from  3 Sep-29  Oct, 
and  the  Tip  at  Pt.  Pelee  had  13  from  7 Sep-1 1 
Oct,  including  5 on  4 Oct  (AW,  KAM).  Single 
Parasitic  Jaegers  were  reported  from  a handful 
of  other  sites,  and  a further  13  jaegers  off 
V.W.B.  were  not  identified  as  to  species.  V.W.B. 
had  an  ad.  and  a juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  26 
Aug  (KAM,  BSC,  LC),  3 juvs.  29  Aug  (BRH, 
KAM,  BSC),  one  dark  juv.  30  Aug  (RZD  et 
al.),  and  one  juv.  with  a subad.  10  Sep  (RZD, 
KAM  et  al.);  a Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  off  the 
Tip  of  Long  Pt.  29  Aug  (L.RB.O.),  and  the  Tip 
of  Pt.  Pelee  had  a juv.  18  Sep  (R&SM,  AW, 
MBR)  and  a possible  ad.  11  Oct  (AW,  JMT). 

ALCIDS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Razorbill  was  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ni- 
agara R.  off  the  New  York  shoreline  near  Ft. 
Niagara  19  Nov  (NP,  BS).  It  then  spent  much 
of  its  time  feeding  in  the  current  rip  off  the 
Ontario  shore,  proving  to  be  a long-staying 
bird  enjoyed  by  many  through  to  the  New 
Year.  (A  Razorbill  had  been  seen  flying  nw. 
from  Derby  Hill,  NY  21  Oct  [JideJMP].)  A 
well-photographed  first-winter  Black  Guille- 
mot was  discovered  on  the  Spanish  R.  at 
Massey,  Sudbuiy  14  Nov  (CMG)  and  seen  by 
many  through  25  Nov,  in  spite  of  several  close 
encounters  with  Bald  Eagles.  Because  of  the 
extreme  whiteness  of  this  bird’s  plumage  it 
was  presumed  to  be  of  the  e.  Arctic  subspecies 
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ultimas  rather  than  the  nw.  North  Atlantic 
subspecies. 

Thunder  Bay  had  three  reports  of  White- 
winged Dove:  the  first  at  a feeder  in  Nipigon 
mid-Jul,  then  at  a Rossport  feeder  early  Sep 
(DS),  and  lastly  at  Thunder  Cape  13  Oct 
(JMW).  A Mourning  Dove  at  Atikokan  28  Oct 
(WK)  was  rare  for  fall.  Snowy  Owls  started  to 
move  into  s.  Ontario  in  small  numbers  in 
mid-Nov  (m.ob.).  The  Great  Gray  Owl  seen 
three  times  19  Sep-1 1 Nov  in  Algonquin  PR 
was  likely  part  of  the  small  resident  popula- 
tion rather  than  a migrant  ( fide  RGT);  anoth- 
er was  near  Bonfield,  Nipissing  27  Nov  (ph. 
VR).  Short-eared  Owl  numbers  on  Amherst  1. 
peaked  at  21  on  22  Nov  (BDL).  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  moved  through  in  good  num- 
bers, with  a record  140  banded  20/21  Oct  at  P. 
E.  Pt.  (DO).  Common  Nighthawk  numbers 
were  somewhat  encouraging,  with  high 
counts  of  100  at  Wheatley  24  Aug  (BPa)  and 
387  over  Toronto  27  Aug  (GC);  one  at  Leam- 
ington 31  Oct  (GRT)  was  record  late  for  the 
PPB.A.  There  was  a strong  flight  of  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds  at  Port  Alma  6 Sep, 
with  45  passing  in  just  10  min.,  or  270  birds 
per  hour  (AW).  A Rufous/Allen’s  Humming- 
bird was  noted  30  Oct  at  Belleville,  Hastings 
(ph.  PS,  PD). 

Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  continued 
their  northward  expansion  with  multiple 
sightings  in  Manitoulin  and  Thunder  Bay. 
American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  start- 
ed appearing  at  Thunder  Cape  4 Oct,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  month  T.C.B.O.  had 
seen  or  banded  53,  with  high  daily 
counts  12  on  5 Oct  and  10  on  23  Oct  at 
Thunder  Cape,  Thunder  Bay.  Algonquin 
RP  had  16  sightings  7 Oct-28  Nov;  most 
were  single  birds,  but  a male  and  female 
were  on  Barron  Canyon  Rd.  27  Oct 
(MWPR),  and  there  were  2 females  at 
Wolf  Howl  Pond  7 & 12  Nov  (BDL).  The 
Ottawa  area  had  at  least  3 birds,  a male 
along  the  Kerwin  Rd.  Trail  near  Kenata  4- 
25  Nov  (DM,  m.ob.),  another  male  in  Dun- 
robin  8 Nov  (BDL),  and  a female  on  the  Ker- 
win Rd.  Trail  24  Nov  (PM).  A female  American 
Three-toed  was  on  the  Lingers  Trail  in 
Presqu’ile  RP  12  Nov  (LMH).  More  expected 
were  Black-backed  Woodpeckers  seen  as  sin- 
gles and  pairs  in  Algonquin,  Manitoulin,  Ot- 
tawa, Kingston,  and  Presqu’ile  (m.ob.). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  Acadian  Llycatcher  was  banded  at  Old 
Cut,  L.P.B.O.  10  Sep  (SAM).  Single  imm. 
Western  Kingbirds  were  n.  of  Rainy  River  14 
Aug  (K&MB)  and  at  Cayuga,  Haldimand  25- 
30  Sep  (M&NF,  m.ob.).  An  imm.  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  record  late  at  Bronte  31  Oct-4 
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Nov  (MWJ,  m.ob.).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
er was  at  the  dam  on  Marie  Louise  L.  in  Sleep- 
ing Giant  PR,  Thunder  Bay  1 Oct  (SB).  Thun- 
der Bay  city  experienced  a major  influx  of 
Gray  Jays  in  early  Oct,  the  birds  going  on 
down  the  L.  Superior  shore  as  far  as  Duluth, 
MN.  Gray  Jays  appeared  in  urban  neighbor- 
hoods, industrial  wastelands  along  the  water- 
front, and  in  the  Marina  Park  (fide  NGE). 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  lingered  at  the  Tip  of 
Pt.  Pelee  19  Nov-1  Dec  (STP  et  al.).  L.P.B.O. 
tallied  1010  Purple  Martins  at  Breakwater  16 
Aug  and  900  at  the  Tip  24  Aug.  The  only  Cave 
Swallow  reported  was  one  at  Clear  Creek, 
Noifolh  12  Nov  (FIN).  Carolina  Wrens  n.  of 
their  usual  range  included  a pair  with  young 
in  Nepean  until  at  least  17  Sep  (L&NL),  one 
at  feeders  in  Kagawong,  Manitoulin  8-9  Nov 
(R&LT),  one  at  suet  in  Port  Sydney,  Muskoka 
9 Nov  and  2 Dec  (JG),  and  2 at  Lively  7-27 
Oct  and  16  & 20  Nov  (CBo),  the  4th  occur- 
rence for  Sudbury.  On  5 Oct,  L.S.S.  was  inun- 
dated with  1500  Golden-crowned  and  700 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  (m.ob.). 

Ontario  had  2 Northern  Wheatears  to  add 
to  this  falls  widespread  influx  in  e.  North 
America.  One  frequented  Lakehead  Universi- 
ty campus  in  Thunder  Bay  6-9  Sep  (KWa, 
m.ob.)  and  the  other  was  at  Nepean,  Ottawa 


19  Oct  (m.ob.).  Thunder  Cape,  Thunder  Bay 
had  single  Townsends  Solitaires  20  & 28  Oct 
(JMW,  T.C.B.O.);  another  was  at  Little  Bluff 
C.A.,  Prince  Edward  5 Nov  (PJG).  A Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  banded  at  Fish  Pt.,  Pelee  L, 
Essex  8 Aug  (GG)  was  extremely  early;  one  at 
Atikokan  8 Sep  (DHE)  was  a rare  fall  migrant 
there.  Night  flights  of  Gray-cheeked  Thrush- 
es over  Kingston  peaked  at  700  calls  per  hour 
24/25  Sep,  with  the  high  count  of  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  7200  calls  per  hour  16/17  Sep 
(RDW);  the  numbers  of  birds  involved  are 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  discern  but  indi- 
cate birds  in  the  hundreds  and  thousands,  re- 
spectively. A second-year  male  Varied  Thrush 
was  banded  at  Old  Cut,  Long  Pt.  26-27  Oct 


(SAM),  and  another  male  was  at  Vinemount, 
Hamilton  5 Nov  (GL,  GH).  A Northern  Mock- 
ingbird was  near  Shirley’s  Bay,  Ottawa  25 
Sep-8  Oct  (DM,  m.ob.),  and  one  was  in 
Thunder  Bay  city  22  Nov  (BM).  Flying  s.  off 
the  Tip  at  Pt.  Pelee  7 Nov  were  1990  Ameri- 
can Pipits  (AW,  STP,  KAM,  HTO). 

High  Park,  Toronto  had  a late  Nashville 
Warbler  22  Nov+  (SMF,  m.ob.),  and  a very 
late  Northern  Parula  was  at  Queenston,  Niag- 
ara 16-18  Nov  (SAM,  YSA,  m.ob.).  Pt.  Pelee 
held  a record  5000  Magnolia  Warblers  28  Aug 
(AW,  IE).  Rondeau  PR  had  2 Yellow  Palm 
Warblers  15  Oct  and  one  21  Oct  (BAM).  Sin- 
gle Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  at  Bronte 
10  Sep  (CEE)  and  28  Oct-6  Nov  (MWJ, 
m.ob.),  at  the  Long  Pt.  Tip  14  Oct  (YSA, 
ZDK),  and  near  Murray  Canal,  Northumber- 
land 26  Nov+  (NQ,  m.ob.).  Single  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  at  L.P.B.O.  8 & 30  Aug  and  in 
the  Hendrie  Valley,  Hamilton  28  Aug  (TTh) 
were  rare  fall  migrants,  as  were  single  Worm- 
eating Warblers  at  Pt.  Pelee  25  Aug  (RAH, 
MH)  and  2 Sep  (R&SM,  P&MR). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A female-type  Summer  Tanager  visited  a 
North  Bay  feeder  25  Nov-3  Dec  (ph.VR, 
m.ob.).  An  unexpected  find  at  the  Hawk  Cliff 
Hawkwatch  14  Sep  was  a late-nesting 
pair  of  Scarlet  Tanagers  with  at  least  one 
young  still  in  the  nest  (DJB).  A female- 
type  Western  Tanager  was  n.  of  Rainy 
River  15  Aug  (K&MB),  and  a male  was 
at  Minnitaki,  Kenora  17  Aug  (CE).  A 
male  Spotted  Towhee  was  present  late 
Sep+  at  Kenora,  Kenora  (ph.  CG,  m.ob.). 
Pt.  Pelee  N.P.  held  235  Chipping  Spar- 
rows 7 Nov  (AW),  very  late  for  such  a 
high  number.  Single  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
were  at  the  Old  Airfield,  Algonquin  PR 
29  Sep  (PH)  and  at  the  Long  Pt.  Tip  20- 
21  Oct  (SAM,  CAF).  Fox,  White-throat- 
ed, and  White-crowned  Sparrows  were 
all  in  very  high  numbers  in  Rainy  River 
mid-Sep-mid-Oct,  with  up  to  20  Fox  Spar- 
rows frequenting  some  feeders  (DHE).  A first- 
winter  Harris’s  Sparrow  visited  a feeder  in 
Manitouwadge,  Thunder  Bay  15  Nov  (ph. 
TH).  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  held  a record  4200  Dark- 
eyed Juncos  27  Oct  (AW).  Single  Dickcissels 
were  near  Harrietsville,  Middlesex  21  Sep 
(DAM,  LW)  and  on  L.S.S.  21  Oct  (DD). 

The  20  Western  Meadowlarks  n.  of  Rainy 
River  14  Aug  (K&MB)  were  a possible  indi- 
cation of  a population  rebound  after  several 
years  of  decline.  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
was  n.  of  Port  Hope,  Northumberland  3 Aug 
(EB),  an  imm.  male  was  at  Little  Current  S.L., 
Manitoulin  27  Aug  (CB),  and  3 were  at  the  Tip 
of  Long  Pt.  2 Nov  (SAM).  Abundant  food 
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An  unexpected  visitor  to  a North  Bay,  Ontario  feeder  was  this  female  Sum- 
mer Tanager  from  25  (here  30)  November  into  early  December  2006.  Photo- 
graph by  Stephen  O'Donnell. 
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crops  in  the  n.  of  the  province  supported 
good  numbers  of  most  winter  finches,  though 
Purple  Finches  and  both  crossbills  were  ab- 
sent from  Rainy  River  ( fide  DHE),  while  red- 
polls were  missing  farther  east.  In  Algonquin 
PR,  small  flocks  of  White-winged  Crossbills 
were  regular  throughout  the  period,  with  re- 
cently fledged  young  observed  twice  in  Aug, 
though  breeding  numbers  were  likely  small 
(fide  RGT).  Very  few  winter  finches  had 
moved  s.  by  the  end  of  the  period. 

Corrigenda:  A first-winter  Laughing  Gull  re- 
ported on  6 & 14-23  Oct  at  Point  Pelee 
(North  American  Birds  60:  61-65)  should  have 
been:  a second-winter  bird  6 Oct  (AW,  Kevin 
A.  McLaughlin)  and  a first-winter  bird  14-23 
Oct  (AW  et  al.) 
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Cool  fall  weather  in  late  August  offered 
an  early  impetus  for  migration.  Heavy 
rainfall  amounts  early  in  the  season 
left  much  potential  shorebird  habitat  inundat- 
ed. However,  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  account- 
ed for  several  remarkable  shorebirds  and  terns 
in  Pennsylvania  2-3  September,  as  well  as  two 
species  of  storm-petrel  (see  the  Special  Inter- 
regional Report,  in  this  issue).  Across  most 
groups  from  shorebirds  to  songbirds,  the  first 
half  of  the  season  was  fairly  typical,  lacking 


dramatic  fallouts.  October  weather  was  mod- 
erate, offering  up  mild  conditions  for  strag- 
glers into  early  November.  Strong  southerly 
winds  during  the  last  week  of  October  may 
have  influenced  some  late  sightings,  includ- 
ing a fallout  of  swifts.  However,  winter  ar- 
rived in  earnest  by  mid-November,  perhaps 
contributing  to  some  astonishing  loon  and 
grebe  concentrations,  and  coinciding  with  a 
superb  fallout  of  sea  ducks  on  Lake  Erie.  Rare 
species  were  distributed  across  the  Region, 
with  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  in  Ohio,  a state- 
first  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  in  West 
Virginia,  and  four  Yellow  Rails,  one  of  them  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Abbreviations:  B.E.S.P  (Bald  Eagle  S.E,  Cen- 
tre, PA);  B.S.B.O.  (Black  Swamp  B.O.);  B.M.L. 
(Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA);  B.C.S.R  (Buck 
Creek  S.P.,  Clark,  OH);  C.ER.  (Clear  Fork 
Res.,  Monow/Richland,  OH);  Conneaut  (Con- 
neaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula,  OH);  Deer  Creek 
(Deer  Creek  S.P.,  Fayette/Pickaway,  OH);  D.R. 
(Delaware  R.,  Delaware,  PA);  Green  Bottom 


(Green  Bottom  W.A.,  Cabell,  WV);  H.M.S. 
(Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary,  Berks/Schuylkill, 
PA);  Headlands  (Headlands  S.E,  Lake,  OH); 
Hoover  (Hoover  Res.,  Franklin/Delaware, 
OH);  J.H.N.W.R.  (John  Heinz  N.W.R., 
Philadelphia,  FA);  L.B.L.  (Little  Blue  L., 
Beaver,  PA);  L.M.  (L.  Marburg,  Codorus  S.E, 
York,  FA);  Longbrakes  (Longbrake  wetlands, 
Hardin,  OH);  M.W.W.  (Miami-Whitewater 
Wetlands,  Hamilton,  OH);  O.D.N.R.  (Ohio 
Department  of  Natural  Resources);  Metzger 
(Metzger  Marsh  W.A.,  Lucas,  OH);  O.N.W.R. 
(Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Ottawa/Lucas,  OH  );  P.N.R. 
(Powdermill  Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland, 
FA);  P.W.T.  (Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks,  PA); 
S.R.C.E  (Susquehanna  R.  at  Conejohcla  Flats, 
Lancaster,  PA);  Y.C.S.E  (Yellow  Creek  S.E,  In- 
diana, PA). 

WATERFOWL 

Only  3 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  Ohio 
supplemented  an  equally  weak  Snow  Goose 
flight  in  the  w.  led  by  12  at  Hoover  22  Nov  (A. 
Sewell).  An  early  Snow  Goose  in  Wood,  OH  24 
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In  little  more  than  a decade,  Ross's  Goose  has  gone  from  ac- 
cidental in  Ohio/West  Virginia/Pennsylvania  to  an  expecta- 
tion of  10  or  more  records  per  annum  in  this  Region.  Of  five 
recorded  in  the  Region  in  autumn  2006,  this  bird  was  the 
least  expected,  in  Jefferson  County,  West  Virginia  14  No- 
vember 2006.  Photograph  by  Matt  Orsie. 


This  Snow  Goose  at  North  Park,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania 29  October  2006  might  have  been  unusual  in  other 
parts  of  the  state,  where  spring  birds  are  more  common 
than  autumn  birds,  but  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  fall 
birds  predominate.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Red-throated  Loons,  rare  inland  away  from  the  Great  Lakes, 
were  found  twice  in  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania  (here 
in  O'Hara  Township,  26  November)  in  fall  2006 — the  first 
for  the  county  since  1 983.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Sep  (ph.  T.  Troutner)  was  preceded  by  a 
record-early  appearance  of  one  at  Cedar  Point, 
Eric,  OH  27  Aug  (DP,  MG).  A Ross’s  Goose  at 
Grand  L.,  Auglaize,  OH  23  Sep  (B.  Menker) 
was  early.  Sightings  at  various  locations  in 
Lake,  OH  7-29  Nov  likely  refer  to  the  same 
bird  (RH,  JP).  Another  was  present  20  Nov  at 
Deer  Creek  (JK).  A Ross’s  Goose  at  Seward, 
Indiana,  PA  18-22  Nov  was  unusual  for  that 
area  (T.  Roberts),  as  was  a Ross’s  Goose  in  Jef- 
ferson, WV  14  Nov  (ph.  MO).  Reports  of  some 
35  Ohio  Cackling  Geese  included  a flock  of  17 
in  Williams  10  Nov  (J.  Yochum)  and  9 at 
Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  Lucas  24  Nov  (ph.  JP).  A 
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Brant  was  in  Cleveland  13-26  Nov  (m.ob.) 
and  2 at  Conneaut  7-22  Oct  (P  Lozano,  CH). 
Brant  in  Pennsylvania  included  20  at  Green 
Hills  L.,  Berks  21  Oct  (K.  Lebo),  26  on  the 
Susquehanna  R.,  Dauphin,  PA  8 Nov  (DH), 
and  108  during  the  season  at  H.M.S.  (LG). 

Peak  Tundra  Swan  passage  was  marked  by 
500  through  ne.  Ohio  1 Nov  (RH,  JP);  131 
dropped  in  at  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia,  WV  (JBo) 
the  same  day.  Resting  birds  numbered  184  in 
Akron  20  Nov  (G.  Bennett),  and  later  that  day 
in  excess  of  400  were  counted  over  the  e.-cen. 
highlands  of  Holmes/Tuscarawas/Cochocton, 
OH  0-  Hostetler,  R.  Hershberger,  R.  Schla- 
bach).  In  between,  a flight  12  Nov  saw  180 
birds  on  Colyer  L.,  Centre , PA  (J V).  The  65 
Mute  Swans  at  Mogadore  Res.,  Portage,  OH  4 
Nov  (G.  Bennett)  were  representative  of  bur- 
geoning numbers  in  that  state.  Some  400-500 
Green-winged  Teal  at  RW.T.  9 Oct  (DF)  made 
an  excellent  count;  away  from  L.  Erie,  a count 
of  450  at  Longbrakes  6 Oct,  growing  to  780 
on  9 Nov  (RC),  was  exceptional.  A first-year 
male  King  Eider  was  shot  by  a hunter  in 
Geauga,  OH  29  Oct  (fidej.  McCormac),  a rare 
record  inland.  Three  Lake,  OH  sightings  of 
Harlequin  Duck  14-29  Nov  may  refer  to  one 
bird  (JMc,  JP,  RH).  A strong  showing  of 
White-winged  Scoters  saw  40+  birds  in  the 
Central  Basin.  This  compared  well  to  roughly 
60-75  Surf  Scoters  and  equal  number  of  Black 
Scoters.  The  1 1 Surf  Scoters  and  5 Black  Scot- 
ers at  Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  5 Nov  (TB)  was  a 
good  tally  for  the  Western  Basin.  A single  Surf 
Scoter  was  at  Sleepy  Creek  W.A.,  Jefferson, 
WV  4 Nov  (MO),  while  5 on  Tygart  L.,  Taylor, 
WV  2 Nov  (JBo)  made  a high  count  locally. 
Black  Scoters  reported  in  Pennsylvania  in- 
cluded 18  at  B.M.L.  27  Oct  (JS),  18  in  Lan- 
caster 28  Oct  (JHe),  and  21  in  Dauphin  8 Nov 
(DH).  Inland  Ohio  reports  were  topped  by  10 
at  Killdeer  Plains  W.A.,  Wyandot  12  Nov  (L. 
Gooch).  Seven  White-winged  Scoters  were  at 
Middletown,  Dauphin,  PA  8 Nov  (DH)  and  6 
on  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia,  WV  23  Oct  (JBo). 
Up  to  25  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at  S.R.C.E  7 
Oct  (DH).  In  Ohio,  Long-taileds  were  scat- 
tered across  the  ne.,  with  up  to  14  at  Mosqui- 


This  Yellow  Rail  was  found  31  October  2006  at  Pine  Run 
Dam  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  (here  7 November); 
though  perhaps  regularly  documented  in  the  county  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  species  was  recorded  in  the  twenti- 
eth century  here  only  in  1978  and  2002.  Photograph  from 
video  by  Devich  Farbotnik. 

to  L.,  Trumbull  8-28  Nov  (J.  Lucas,  C.  Babyak, 
m.ob.);  and  in  West  Virginia,  4 set  down  on 
the  Shenandoah  R.,  Jefferson  23  Nov  (MO),  as 
did  4 others  on  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia  1 Nov 
(JBo).  Staging  Buffieheads  around  Kelleys  I., 
Erie,  OH  surpassed  all  other  concentrations, 
with  1997  reported  19  Nov  (TB  et  al.),  a new 
state  record.  Ohio  Ruddy  Ducks  numbered 
1000  at  both  Bresler  Res.,  Allen  12  Nov  OB) 
and  Wellington  Res.,  Lorain  28  Oct  (K.  Oster- 
rniller),  while  700  were  supported  on  Tygart 
L.,  Taylor,  WV  2 Nov  and  in  excess  of  500  on 
Cheat  L.,  Monongalia,  WV  7 Nov  QBo). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

There  was  a significant  loon/grebe  fallout 
through  the  Region.  Common  Loon  passage 
through  Ohio  peaked  12  Nov  with  1372  over 
e.  Morrow  (AT)  and  230  on  C.ER.  (RT).  Earli- 
er flights  brought  350  to  Deer  Creek  1 Nov 
(RR)  and  134  to  C.C.S.R  11  Nov  (RA),  while 
another  wave  saw  778  over  Headlands  20  Nov 
(RH).  A final  passage  3 Dec  was  led  by  611 
birds  over  Lake  (JP)-  Coupled  with  widely 
scattered  smaller  flocks,  no  fewer  than  4000 
birds  were  accounted  for  over  Ohio — yet 
nothing  of  this  flight  was  detected  farther 
east.  The  12  Red-throated  Loons  in  the  Cen- 
tral Basin  beginning  21  Oct  at  Conneaut  (CH) 


These  Stilt  Sandpipers,  most  of  a group  of  eight,  gathered  at  Independence  Marsh,  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania  2-4  (here  2) 
September  2006.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 
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were  led  by  4 in  Lake,  OH  11  Nov  (ES).  In- 
land Ohio  reports  4-20  Nov  from  reservoirs  in 
Warren,  Clark,  Pickaway,  and  Franklin  were 
expected.  However,  the  [light  spilled  into  the 
unglaciated  plateau  as  well,  involving  Wayne, 
Ashland,  Guernsey,  Noble,  and  Hocking  (S. 
Hannan,  SS,  BG,  J.  Watts,  BWh).  This  was 
eclipsed  by  the  fallout  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
50+  across  the  state  were  topped  by  11  in 
Bucks,  PA  3-23  Nov  (fide  AM)  and  up  to  14  at 
Y.C.S.R  14-26  Nov  (fide  PH).  Two  found  their 
way  to  West  Virginia,  where  rare,  with  one 
near  New  Martinsville,  Wetzel  14  Nov  (W.  Jar- 
rell) and  one  on  the  Shenandoah  R.,  Jefferson 
17  Nov  (MO). 

The  Horned  Grebe  flight  in  the  w.  was  nor- 
mal, with  a peak  passage  5 Nov  of  217  in  the 
Central  Basin  (JP).  This  flight  saw  one  Eared 
Grebe  past  a watch  point  in  Lake,  OH  (JP). 
Singles  were  inland  to  Hoover  30  Oct-12  Nov 
(BW,  JL)  and  in  Hamilton,  OH  18-30  Nov  (FF, 
K.  Hutton,  m.ob.).  In  the  Eastern  Highlands, 
there  was  an  exceptional  fallout  of  1380 
Horned  Grebes  on  the  Susquehanna  R.  at 
Harrisburg,  Dauphin,  PA  23  Nov  (TJ).  Single 
Eared  Grebes  were  in  Pennsylvania  at  L.  Her- 
itage, Adams  13  Aug  (D.  Heathcote)  and  State 
College,  Centre  14-23  Sep  (JV),  the  latter  a 
2nd  county  record.  Less  unusual  was  one  at 
PI.S.P  15  Nov  (D.  Yagusic,  D.  Wilton).  Only 
3 Red-necked  Grebes  were  detected  along  the 
s.  shore  of  the  Central  Basin  versus  12  spread 
across  inland  Ohio  reservoirs  25  Oct-30  Nov, 
among  them  3 at  C.ER.  25-29  Oct  (JH  et  ah), 
2 in  Mahoning  4 & 6 Nov  (GB,  E.  Kistler),  and 
2 in  Noble  12-19  Nov  (T.  Vincent,  A.  Wilson). 
The  Red-necked  Grebe  flight  in  Pennsylvania 
was  in  better  form,  with  9 in  Berks  28  Oct-1 1 
Nov  (fide  RKe).  Accompanying  one  at  Fergu- 
son Res.,  Allen,  OH  was  a Western  Grebe  12 
Nov  (ph.  JL). 

Quite  rare  for  West  Virginia,  an  American 
White  Pelican  was  at  Green  Bottom  21  Nov 
(JBg);  singles  in  Ohio  were  noted  at  Deer 
Creek,  OH  30  Oct+  (fide  O.D.N.R.),  in  the 
Sandusky  Bay  area,  OH  14-30  Oct  (fide  R. 
Hinckle,  M.  Hendrick  et  ah),  and  at  Killdeer 
Plains  W.A.,  Wyandot,  OH  10  Aug-22  Oct  (L. 
Powlick,  M.  Finney,  m.ob.).  A Great  Cor- 
morant at  L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks,  PA  28  Oct-25 
Nov  furnished  a first  record  for  that  location 
Q.  Eckert).  Late  American  Bitterns  lingered  at 
Longbrakes  12  Nov  (J.  Stenger),  in  Bucks,  PA 
22  Nov  (C.  Walsh),  at  Metzger  24  Nov  (JP), 
and  at  Millbrook  Marsh,  Centre,  PA  15+  Nov 
0-  Verica).  A drawdown  at  J.H.N.W.R.  attract- 
ed 200  Great  Egrets  25  Aug  (DM);  post- 
breeding dispersal  of  this  species  Aug-Sep 
drew  special  comment  across  Ohio,  with  just 
10  sites  reporting  300+  birds;  the  highest 
counts  were  of  45  in  Williams  (JY),  38  at 
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Hoover  (C.  Bombaci),  30  in  Auglaize  (JB), 
and  up  to  60  in  Wayne  (SS,  L.  Deininger).  Lin- 
gering through  24  Nov  were  5 Great  Egrets  at 
Bayshore  Power  Plant,  Lucas , OH  (JP)  and 
one  at  C.ER.  (JED-  Only  17  Snowy  Egrets 
were  detected  in  the  Western  Basin  marshes. 
The  only  itinerant  bird  was  found  in  Lake, 
OH  7 Sep  (JT).  A Little  Blue  Heron  at  Sandy 
Ridge,  Lorain,  OH  1-12  Aug  (CS,  m.ob.)  was 
away  from  the  usual  haunts;  more  expected 
were  3 reported  from  the  Western  Basin 
marshes  9-14  Sep  (BWh,  PS)  and  one  or  2 at 
M.W.W.  6-31  Aug  (FF,  JL).  Farther  up  the 
Ohio  R.,  one  was  at  Green  Bottom  5-12  Aug 
(WA,  JBg).  Late-season  Cattle  Egrets  included 
singles  in  Lake,  OH  17-21  Nov  (ph.  R.  Hun- 
ziker,  JP,  m.ob.),  Wayne,  OH  4-5  Nov  (SS,  S. 
Weaver),  Clinton,  OH  9 Oct  (K.  Corzett), 
Bucks,  PA  6 Nov  (R.  & V.  Smith),  and  Mont- 
gomery, PA  7 Nov  (G.  Franchois,  PG).  Two 
Glossy  Ibis  lingered  at  J.H.N.W.R.  19-24  Nov 
(DM).  Unidentified  Plegadis  in  Ohio  included 
5 in  flight  over  Maumee,  Lucas  1 Sep  (MA) 
and  one  in  Mahoning  (fide  BWh). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  peak  Turkey  Vulture  flight  was  noted  6 
Oct,  with  440  over  Whitehouse,  Lucas,  OH 
(MA).  Five  Black  Vultures  were  n.  to  Richland, 
OH  8 Oct  (GC).  A well-described  Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  seen  overhead  at  Carlisle 
Reservation,  Lorain,  OH  15  Aug  (M.  Garvin). 
Mississippi  Kites  were  reported  in  Pennsylva- 
nia from  Rose  Tree  Hawkwatch,  Delaware  10 
Sep  0-  Lockyer)  and  H.M.S.  11  Sep  (DB). 
Substantial  Broad-winged  Hawk  flights  of 
4500  (RN)  and  800  (J.  Stockton)  were  noted 
over  Lucas,  OH  hawkwatches  25  & 14  Sep, 
respectively.  The  7508  Broad- wingeds  12  Sep 
at  H.M.S.  made  the  4th  highest  count  there 
(DB);  a rare  dark  morph  was  described  in 
Bucks,  PA  25  Sep  (K.  & L.  Moulton).  Six 
Golden  Eagles  passed  over  nw.  Ohio  1-10 
Nov  (RN,  MA,  J.  Stackford);  an  ad.  16  Sep  at 
Longbrakes  (RC)  was  quite  early.  A Golden 
Eagle  in  Westmoreland  15  Nov  (RCL)  and  an- 
other in  Indiana  18  Oct  (MH)  were  rare  for  w. 
Pennsylvania  (RCL).  The  species  had  re- 
turned to  its  wintering  quarters  at  The  Wilds, 
Muskingum,  OH  by  25  Nov  (A.  Parker).  The 
204  Merlins  at  H.M.S.  set  a new  seasonal 
record  (DB).  Pennsylvania’s  2nd  nesting  pair 
of  Merlins  successfully  raised  2 young  in  War- 
ren (D.  Watts). 

Single  Yellow  Rails  in  Ohio  were  picked  up 
in  Licking  20  Oct  (L.  Fosco)  and  Lake  24  Oct 
(fide JP)',  another  was  seen  in  s.  Holmes  24  Sep 
(James  E.  Yoder).  A Yellow  Rail  in  Bucks,  PA 
31  Oct-7  Nov  (vt.  AM  et  al.)  made  a 4th 
county  record.  A King  Rail  was  a very  nice 
find  in  Cumberland,  PA  1 Aug  (A.  Markel), 


This  Franklin's  Gull  at  the  Penn-Warner  Tract  in  Falls  Town- 
ship, Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  was  photographed  8 Octo- 
ber 2006,  for  a fifth  county  record.  Photograph  from  video 
by  Devich  Farbotnik. 


A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  at  Fox  Chapel,  Pennsylvania 
(here  26  October  2006)  stayed  through  2 November,  the  lat- 
est date  for  Allegheny  County  for  this  species.  Photograph 
by  Geoff  Matosh. 


This  adult  female  Rufous  Hummingbird  at  McDonald,  Wash- 
ington County,  Pennsylvania  (a  first  for  the  county)  was 
found  at  a feeder  15  October  2006  (here  21  November)  and 
remained  through  at  least  9 December.  It  had  been  banded 
the  previous  winter,  25  January  2006,  in  Diamond  Head, 
Mississippi.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Matosh. 

while  an  hum.  Purple  Gallinule  in  Macungie, 
Lehigh,  PA  1-13  Oct  furnished  a first  county 
record  (ph.  L.  Levengood,  m.ob.).  There  were 
2200  American  Coots  at  Camp  Dennison, 
Hamilton,  OH  30  Oct  (R.  Foppe)  and  1475  at 
Y.C.S.R  in  Nov  (MH).  The  w.  Sandhill  Crane 
flight  through  Ohio,  beginning  5 Oct,  num- 
bered 180  birds  by  seasons  end;  82  at  Funk 
Bottoms  W.A.,  Wayne  29  Nov  (GC)  was  a 
good  concentration  for  ne.  Ohio. 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  total  of  16  American  Avocets  along  the  L. 
Erie  shoreline  4 Aug-29  Sep  was  above  aver- 
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On  25  October  2006,  this  Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  found  on  the  Smith 
farm,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  one  of  four  detected  in  the  state  in 
autumn  2006.  Photograph  by  Howard  Eskin. 


age  for  Ohio.  The  only  avocet  in  Pennsylvania 
was  at  S.R.C.E  5 Aug  (BS,  DH).  The  draw- 
down at  J.H.N.W.R.  attracted  500  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  28  Aug  (DM),  while  no  more  than 
312  mustered  at  O.N.W.R.  16  Jul  (B.S.B.O.).  A 
Solitary  Sandpiper  in  Beaver , PA  2 Nov  (GM) 
was  tardy,  as  was  a 17  Nov  Spotted  Sandpiper 
at  Hoover  (BW).  Three  Willets  were  reported 
from  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  9-30  Aug  (KK,  PS, 
MV);  2 more  appeared  inland  to  B.C.S.P  12 
Aug  (RA).  In  Pennsylvania,  single  Willets 
were  at  L.B.L.  17  & 20  Aug  (MV,  GM),  while 
the  only  Whimbrel  was  at  Pl.S.P.  4 Sep  (R. 
Stringer).  Four  Whimbrels  set  down  in  Ohio 
19  Aug-5  Oct;  the  one  inland  report  on  the 
latter  date  came  from  Hoover  (CB).  Hudson- 
ian  Godwits  were  widespread  and  numerous 
this  season.  A flock  of  16  dropped  in  at  Long- 
brakes  1 Sep  (RC);  singles  were  at  L.M.  10-22 
Oct  and  later  (M.  Weible)  and  in  Fairfield,  OH 
31  Aug-9  Sep  (J.  Watts,  m.ob.);  5 were  along 
L.  Erie  30  Aug-2  Sep  (TB,  CH);  Ernesto 
brought  down  30  at  S.R.C.E  2 Sep  (BS,  DH  et 
al.);  and  up  to  20  were  detected  at  night  by 
vocalizations  at  P.N.R.  24-25  Sep  (ML).  Single 
Marbled  Godwits  were  at  S.R.C.E  16  Aug  (DH 
et  al.),  at  Pl.S.P  27  Aug  (BC),  on  Sandusky 
Bay,  Ottawa,  OH  20  Sep  (TB  et  al.),  and  at 
O.N.W.R.  15  Oct  (B.S.B.O.).  Three  appeared 
at  a fish  farm  in  Mahoning,  OH  20  Aug  (B. 
Jones),  while  one  at  C.C.S.P.  19  Aug  (C. 
Knoll)  furnished  a rare  record  for  sw.  Ohio. 
Eight  Red  Knots  in  Ohio,  all  along  L.  Erie  21 
Aug-11  Sep  (TB,  D.  Friedman,  CH),  marked 
the  passage  of  this  dwindling  species. 

Peep  concentrations  at  J.H.N.W.R.  includ- 
ed 1200  Least  Sandpipers  28  Aug  and  930 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  12  Aug  (M.  F. 
Sharp).  Least  Sandpipers  lingered  late  in 
Ohio,  with  one  in  Wayne  26  Nov  (SS),  3 in 
Auglaize  26  Nov  (DD),  and  one  in  Clinton  22 
Nov  (LG).  The  500  at  Winous  Pt.,  Ottawa, 
OH  31  Aug  (TB)  was  par  for  the  Western 
Basin  marshes.  An  average  flight  of  20  West- 


ern Sandpipers  across  Ohio  had  one 
remaining  at  Deer  Creek  until  4 
Nov  (RR);  one  was  in  the  company 
of  a Bairds  Sandpiper  in  Mason,  WV 
29  Aug  (WA).  The  maximum  Cen- 
tral Basin  flock  of  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  numbered  14  at  Con- 
neaut  2 Sep  (CH).  A weak  flight  of 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  away  from  the 
Western  Basin  saw  only  36  birds  re- 
ported through  25  Oct.  A late  bird 
was  in  Wayne,  OH  10  Nov  (SS).  The 
minor  Pectoral  Sandpiper  flight  was 
led  by  365  at  O.N.W.R.  15  Oct 
(B.S.B.O.).  A Purple  Sandpiper  had 
arrived  at  Headlands  by  27  Oct 
(RH).  An  astounding  8200  Dunlins 
on  the  Crane  Creek  estuary  at  O.N.W.R.  4 
Nov  (B.S.B.O.)  was  almost  double  the  previ- 
ous state  record.  The  75-80  Stilt  Sandpipers 
reported  widely  across  Ohio  represented  a 
poor  season,  while  the  31  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers noted  across  12  Ohio  counties  20 
Aug-15  Oct  was  average  for  the  season.  Up  to 
3 Buff-breasteds  were  present  at  S.R.C.F  14 
Sep  (JHo),  and  3 were  found  in  West  Virginia, 
2 in  Jefferson  9 Sep  (MO)  and  one  in  Mason, 
WV  30  Sep  (WA). 

Shorebird  of  the  season  was  a Ruff  at  Pick- 
erel Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky,  OH  27-28  Aug 
(JK,  ph.  A.  Boone).  No  more  than  300  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  could  be  found  in  the  West- 
ern Basin  at  Winous  Pt.,  Ottawa , OH  31  Aug 
(TB).  A Long-billed  Dowitcher  tarried  at 
O.N.W.R.  23  Nov  (JP)  after  a 15  Oct  peak  of 
500  there  (B.S.B.O.).  Long-billed  Dowitcher 
is  a scarce  fall  migrant  in  Pennsylvania.  One 
was  at  Pl.S.P.  27  Aug  (BC),  2 at  S.R.C.F  30 
Aug  (DH),  and  singles  at  L.B.L.  28  Aug  (GM), 
D.R.  2 Sep  (JHo),  and  L.M.  17  Oct+  (m.ob.). 
Single  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  at  L.M.  12 
Sep  (P.  Robinson),  at  S.R.C.E  24  Aug  (DH) 
and  14  Sep  (JHo),  in  Venango,  PA  12  Aug  (J. 
Stanley,  R.  States),  and  at  J.H.N.W.R.  29  Aug 
(T.  Fellenbaum).  The  7 Wilsons  Phalaropes  at 
Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky  19  Aug  (ES) 
led  the  Ohio  reports,  which  totaled  15  birds; 
the  family  party  of  3 at  Longbrakes  remained 
through  12  Aug  (RC,  BW).  A good  Ohio 
flight  of  14  Red-necked  Phalaropes  10  Aug-6 


Oct  was  topped  by  5 at  Pickerel  Creek  W.A., 
Sandusky  20-27  Aug  (K.  Tarvin  et  al.)  and  4 at 
Maumee  Bay  S.R,  Lucas  27  Aug  0-  Grab- 
meier).  Many  more  were  found  in  e.  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  been  entrained  or  downed  by 
Ernesto,  along  with  a few  Reds.  A Red 
Phalarope  was  present  at  Conneaut  22  & 29 
Oct  OP). 

Ohio  Laughing  Gull  reports,  from  30 
Aug-12  Nov,  were  led  by  4 at  East  Fork  L., 
Clermont  16-26  Sep  (JL,  B.  Stanley,  m.ob.). 
Singles  were  in  Ottawa,  Erie,  Richland,  Pick- 
away, and  Ashtabula  (TB,  B.  Sparks,  JH,  RR, 
CH)  and  in  adjacent  Erie,  PA  22  Oct  (JM)-  A 
rarity  was  one  in  Putnam,  WV  5 Nov  (K. 
Kazmierski,  D.  Ellis).  The  passage  of  6 
Franklins  Gulls  in  Ohio  12  Sep-25  Oct  (JL, 
LG,  DD)  was  as  expected,  while  one  was  e.  to 
PW.T.  8 Oct  (DF).  Sporadic  reports  of  Little 
Gulls  at  Conneaut  9 Sep-7  Oct  (MV,  JL,  CH) 
and  neighboring  Pl.S.P  10  Oct  (JM)  likely  in- 
volved the  same  2-3  birds.  Another  was 
found  in  Lake,  OH  29  Oct  (JP)-  An  ad.  Black- 
headed Gull  at  Conneaut  21-24  Sep  (MV,  S. 
Wagner,  JT,  JP)  was  early.  The  1200  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  at  Deer  Creek  29  Oct  (RR)  made 
a good  inland  tally.  An  ad.  California  Gull  at 
Conneaut  12  Nov  (CH)  was  in  the  company 
of  the  only  Glaucous  Gull  reported  from  the 
Central  Basin.  The  390  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  counted  in  Bucks,  PA  12  Nov  (A. 
Binns)  was  typical  of  that  location;  compara- 
ble counts  in  North  America  are  known  only 
from  Florida.  The  1 1 Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  in  Ohio  included  singles  inland  at  Lost 
Creek  Res.,  Allen  10  Nov  (JK)  and  L.  Milton, 
Mahoning  23  Nov  (E.  Kistler).  A Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  C.C.S.P  23-26  Sep  (LG,  RA) 
was  even  a greater  rarity  inland.  1mm.  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  in  Ohio  were  noted  from 
Headlands  4-5  Nov  (L.  Rosche,  RH,  JP)  and 
Cleveland  22-28  Nov  (M.  Harter,  R.  Steiner, 
S.  Isacco,  m.ob.).  A Least  Tern  was  S.R.C.E  2 
Aug  (DH).  McWilliams  counted  342  Com- 
mon Terns  at  PI. S.R  16  Oct,  an  extraordinary 
number  for  the  Eastern  Basin.  Black  Terns 
were  reported  from  locations  throughout 
Pennsylvania  19  Aug-12  Sep,  including  an 
outstanding  pre-Ernesto  count  of  37  at 
S.R.C.E  30  Aug  (DH). 


A Nov  fallout  of  jaegers  on  L.  Erie  saw  25-28  reported  (an  average  autumn  has  just  five  reports).  While  it  has  been 
f established  that  Parasitic  outnumber  Pomarines  elsewhere  in  the  Great  Lakes,  such  is  normally  not  the  case  in  the 
Central  Basin  of  L.  Erie.  However,  during  this  event,  it  appears  that  as  many  Parasitics  as  Pomarines  were  involved.  Given  that 
some  may  mil!  about  a week  or  more  at  a time,  estimates  of  jaegers'  numbers  (and  relative  abundance)  are  problematic  Doc- 
umented reports  of  1 3 Parasitic  Jaegers  3-18  Nov  (JT,  J.  Brumfield,  JP,  m.ob.) — led  by  5 in  Lake  1 4 Nov  (JMc) — suggest  that 
minimally  7-8  birds  were  present.  The  10  more  widely  distributed  reports  of  Pomarine  Jaegers  also  suggested  roughly  6-7 
birds  present  4-18  Nov  (GM,  CH,  KM,  JMc,  JP,  m.ob.).  A single  unidentified  jaeger  in  Ottawa  10  Nov  (P.  Chad)  supplied  the 
only  report  from  the  Western  Basin. 
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DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A rare  White-winged  Dove  was  reported  in 
Bath,  Northampton,  PA  21  Aug  (R.  Kline).  A 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  Metzger  31  Oct  (KK) 
was  rather  late.  A family  party  of  Barn  Owls, 
involving  several  fledged  young,  was  still 
present  on  a private  farm  just  outside  New 
Hope,  Bucks,  PA  through  Oct  (fide  VF).  A 29 
Oct  flight  of  Chimney  Swifts  over  the  Cleve- 
land area  had  scattered  flocks  of  2-6  at  various 
locations  (S.  Marengo,  KM,  S.  Cagan);  Haans 
Clebsch  observed  the  flight  from  the  Shaker 
Lakes,  where  up  to  100  passed  through  the 
Doan  Brook  corridor.  This  same  day,  one  was 
seen  in  Monongalia,  WV  (jBo),  and  stragglers 
from  the  fallout  included  one  in  Cuyahoga, 
OH  4 Nov  (CS),  one  in  Erie,  PA  5 Nov  (D. 
Snyder),  9 at  Conneaut  7 Nov  (CH),  and  one 
at  Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain,  OH  9 Nov  (A.  Ryan), 
the  last  a record  late  date  for  the  Cleveland  re- 
gion. Single  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  in 
Berks,  PA  5 Nov-8  Dec  (K.  Lebo),  in 
Delaware,  PA  10  Nov+  (AG),  and  Gibsonia, 
Allegheny  26  Oct  (b.  AL);  one  in  Washington, 
PA  15  Oct+  had  been  banded  in  Diamond 
Head,  MS  25  Jan  2006  (AK,  fide  PH).  Other 
singles  were  noted  at  a Dayton,  OH  feeder  26 
Oct-23  Nov  ( fide  A.  Chattier),  in  Warren,  OH 
1-26  Nov  (T.  Yowler,  m.ob.),  and  in  Jefferson, 
WV  20  Oct  (ph.  MO).  Some  305  Ruby- throat- 
ed Hummingbirds  were  banded  at  EN.R.  dur- 
ing the  season  (AL);  late  Ohio  birds  were  in 
Lake  26  Oct  (CT),  Hamilton  31  Oct  (J.  Bens), 
Wayne  1 Nov  (L.  Stoller),  and  Richland  3 Nov 
(RT),  and  another  late  one  was  in  Allegheny, 
PA  2 Nov  (GM).  West  Virginia’s  first  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbird  was  enjoyed  by  many 
at  Shepardstown,  Jefferson  10  Oct-Jan  (L. 
Wiseman,  ph.  W.  Hershberger,  m.ob.). 

Seasonal  totals  of  just  19  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catchers in  Ohio  and  21  in  Pennsylvania  were 
indicative  of  continued  decline.  A late  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  was  studied  closely  31  Oct  at 
Metzger  (KK),  and  another  was  reported  from 
Schuykilt , PA  22  Oct  (B.  Ritzheimer).  A Say’s 
Phoebe  was  reported  at  Avondale,  Chester,  PA 
6 Nov  0.  Grantham),  and  a Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  in  Pocahontas,  WV  2 Sep  (D. 
Holsinger,  J.  Oswald,  G.  Byrne,  M. 
Williamson,  G.  Eddy).  In  a non-flight  year, 
single  Northern  Shrikes  were  notable  s.  to 
Deer  Creek  8-30  Nov  (RR,  m.ob.)  and  The 
Wilds,  Muskingum,  OH  26  Nov  (AP).  The  only 
Loggerhead  Shrike  report  came  from  the  Sum- 
mers/Monroe, WV  line  15  Nov  (J.  Phillips). 

Single  Red-eyed  Vireos  in  Franklin,  OH  19 
Nov  (R  Rodewald)  and  Clinton,  PA  22  Nov  (B. 
Snyder,  W.  Laubscher)  were  tardy.  A White- 
eyed Vireo  tarried  on  Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  19 
Nov  (TB).  Two  Blue-headed  Vireos  lingered  in 
Centre,  PA  24  Nov  (N.  Butkovich);  the  185 
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recorded  at  H.M.S.  constituted  a new  season- 
al record  (LG).  The  11,400  Tree  Swallows  at 
Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky,  OH  15  Sep 
(VF)  was  among  the  larger  fall  concentra- 
tions. A late  Barn  Swallow  was  present  at 
B.C.S.E  11  Nov  (JL).  An  Ohio  Cave  Swallow 
was  reported  from  Headlands  30  Nov  (RH), 
while  3 in  Pennsylvania  included  one  at 
P.W.T.  19  Nov  (DF)  and  2 at  Whitehall, 
Lehigh  1 Dec  (DW).  Five  Sedge  Wrens  were 
reported  in  Pennsylvania,  including  one  at 
Middle  Creek  W.M.A.,  Lancaster/Lebanon  13 
Aug  (G.  Boh?.)  and  4 in  Bucks  1-14  Oct  (KR, 
CR,  B.  Keim).  A late  Wood  Thrush  was  on 
Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  5 Nov  (ph.  S.  Roberts). 
Late  Veeries  included  one  banded  at  RN.R.  27 
Oct  (AL)  and  one  studied  in  Westmoreland, 
PA  6 Nov  (D.  Byers).  Late  Gray-cheeked 
Thrashes  were  in  Allegheny,  PA  3 Nov  (B. 
Shema)  and  in  Summit,  OH  29  Oct  (E  Lost). 
An  American  Pipit  26  Aug  at  Conneaut  was 
early  (M.  Studebaker). 

Eight  Golden-winged  Warblers  across  Ohio 
were  all  that  could  be  found.  Lawrence’s  War- 
blers were  discovered  7 Sep  at  Alum  Creek, 
Delaware,  OH  (RTh)  and  17  Sep  in  Holmes,  OH 
(K.  Kline);  one  was  banded  at  P.N.R.  12  Sep 
(AL).  A late  Nashville  Warbler  was  in  Lancast- 


At  Pine  Run  Dam  near  Doylestown,  Bucks  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Cameron  Rutt  and  Tom  Johnson  found  this  rare  mi- 
grant Le  Conte's  Sparrow  24  (here  25)  November  2006. 
Photograph  by  Howard  Eskin. 

er,  PA  26  Nov  (E  Fisher),  and  a Northern  Para- 
la  was  in  Jefferson , WV  30  Oct  (E. 
Kirschbaum).  Late  Yellow  Warblers  were  noted 
21-23  Oct  in  Wayne,  OH  (AT  et  al),  26  Oct  at 
Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  Lucas  (ph.  BZ),  and  31  Oct  at 
Metzger  (KK).  A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
lingered  in  Lake,  OH  29-30  Nov  (RH). 

Ohio  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported 
from  Lake  4 Oct  OP)  and  Cuyahoga  1 & 14 
Oct  (DO,  m.ob.);  4 were  reported  across 
Pennsylvania  in  Washington,  Indiana,  Bucks, 
and  Centre.  Extralimital  Lark  Sparrows  in 
Pennsylvania  were  in  Bucks  14  Oct  (RVS),  at 
S.R.C.E  15  Oct  (BS),  and  in  Northampton  19 
Oct  (A.  Koch);  singles  in  Summit,  OH  14  Oct 
(BR)  and  in  Mason,  WV  5 Sep  (WA,  DP,  MG) 
were  unexpected,  while  2 in  Greene,  OH  27 


1 


jun-7  Aug  had  summered  at  a potential  nest- 
ing site  (D.  Snuffer,  DO,  m.ob.).  A late 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  in  Bucks,  PA  24-26 
Nov  (CR,  TJ,  B.  Merritt).  An  increase  in  re- 
ports of  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  and  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  in  Ohio  in  recent  years  has  been  a 
product  of  improved  observer  awareness  of 
these  elusive  birds.  Thirteen  Nelson’s,  led  by  4 
in  Tuscarawas  7 Oct  (ES)  and  3 in  Lake  6 Oct 
QP),  probably  represent  the  peak  of  passage 
through  Ohio.  Two  at  Winous  Pt.,  Ottawa, 
OH  26  Sep  (TB)  were  rare  for  the  Western 
Basin.  A remarkable  6-7  Le  Conte’s  reported 
in  Ohio  included  2 in  Wayne  7 Oct  (DK,  K. 
Kline),  one  or  2 in  Tuscarawas  7-14  Oct  (ES), 
one  in  Summit  15-22  Oct  (G.  Leidy),  one  at 
Headlands  18  Oct  (RH,  JT),  and  one  at 
C.C.S.P.  20  Oct  (FF).  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at 
Pine  Run  Dam,  Bucks,  PA  24-25  Nov  (TJ,  CR 
et  al.,  ph.)  furnished  just  the  3rd  state  record. 
A Harris’s  Sparrow  at  O.N.W.R.  1 Oct  (DO,  J. 
Karlson)  was  early,  as  was  an  Oregon  Junco  at 
Maumee  Bay  S.R,  Lucas,  OH  30  Oct  (ph.  BZ). 
A Lapland  Longspur  had  arrived  in  Hancock, 
OH  by  21  Sep  (RR),  while  an  early  push  by 
Snow  Buntings  saw  150  at  Conneaut  29  Oct 
(BW)  and  200  at  Headlands  1 Nov  (RH). 

A Blue  Grosbeak  at  M.W.W.  1 Oct  (D.  Rus- 
sell) was  late.  The  Holmes,  OH  Western  Mead- 
owlark remained  through  29  Aug  (A.  Miller). 
Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  appeared  in 
Lake,  OH  30  Sep  (E  Chaon),  adjacent  Con- 
neaut 22  Aug  (J.  Petruzzi,  RR),  and  in 
Chester,  PA  24  Nov  (C.  Chalfant),  while  6 ap- 
peared at  Springville  Marsh  S.N.P.,  Seneca, 
OH  8 Oct  (TB).  A Rusty  Blackbird  in  Lucas, 
OH  2 Sep  (M.  Warren)  was  early.  A Brewer’s 
Blackbird  was  at  Cannonsburg  L.,  Washington, 
PA  26  Sep  (R.  Gallardy).  A singing  Dickcissel 
31  Oct  in  Pickaway,  OH  (E  Gardner)  was  late. 
Late  Baltimore  Orioles  were  discovered  in 
Cuyahoga,  OH  25  Oct  (BR)  and  Centre,  PA  18 
Nov  0-. Keller).  An  early  Common  Redpoll  at 
Headlands  1 Nov  (RH)  did  not  herald  a flight 
into  the  state.  The  boreal  finch  flight  fell  flat, 
other  than  the  20  Red  Crossbills  at  H.M.S.  12 
Nov  (DB)  and  5 White-wingeds  there  27  Nov 
(C.  Farmer). 

Addenda:  An  American  White  Pelican  was  at 
C.ER.,  OH  27  Jun  2006  (ph.  L.  Patterson).  A 
thorough  description  was  received  of  a Wtirde- 
rn arm's  Heron  along  the  Susqhehanna  R., 
Luzerne,  PA  12-17  Jul  2006  (WR).  A 2nd  Pip- 
ing Plover  was  at  Conneaut  10  jul  2006  (BC). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): OHIO:  Matt  Anderson  (MA),  Nancy 
Anderson  (NA),  Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Tom 
Bartlett  (TB),  Charlie  Bombaci  (CB),  Jill  Bow- 
ers 0B),  Rick  Counts  (RC),  Gary  Cowell 
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(GC),  David  Dister  (DD),  Vic  Fazio  (VF), 
Frank  Frick  (FF),  Larry  Gara  (LG),  Bruce 
Glick  (BG),  Ray  Hannikman  (RH),  John  Her- 
man  (JH),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Kenn  Kaufman 
(KK),  Ned  Keller,  Dennis  Kline  (DK),  John 
Kuenzli  (JK),  Jay  Lehman  (JL),  Kevin  Metcalf 
(KM),  Rick  Nirschl  (RN),  John  Pogacnik  (JP), 
Bryn  Roberts  (BR),  Robert  Royse  (RR),  Ed 
Schlabach  (ES),  Robert  Schlabach,  Paul  Sher- 
wood (PS),  Su  Snyder  (SS),  Chris  Spagnoli 
(CS),  Carol  Takacs  (CT),  Jerrry  Talkington 
(JT),  Robert  Thorn  RTh),  Roger  Troutman 
(RT),  Ben  Warner  (BW),  Bill  Whan  (BWh), 


Illinois  & Indiana 


INDIANA  LAKEFRONT 


James  D.  Hengeveld 
Keith  A.  McMullen 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 

Overall  the  Region’s  precipitation  was 
13  cm  above  average,  making  for  the 
wettest  fall  since  1993.  Aside  from 
September’s  normal  rainfall  levels  in  Illinois, 
these  rainy  conditions  persisted  uniformly 
through  the  season.  Shorebird  concentrations 
did  not  occur,  as  lake  levels  were  high  and 
mudflats  were  scarce  or  absent  altogether. 
Temperatures  were  slightly  lower  than  typical 
during  September  and  October,  but  Novem- 
ber continued  a pattern  set  over  the  past  five 
years,  with  temperatures  3°  F above  normal, 
with  many  species  lingering  late  into  the 
season. 

The  fall  migration  had  noteworthy  pas- 
sages, particularly  inland,  of  loons  and  grebes, 
sea  ducks,  and  several  rare-but-regular  gulls. 
A diverse  selection  of  rarities  was  discovered, 
most  notably  the  Region’s  first  Black-chinned 
Hummingbird. 


Brian  Zweibel  (BZ).  PENNSYLVANIA:  David 
Barber  (DB),  Ben  Coulter  (BC),  Devich  Far- 
botnik  (DF),  Laurie  Goodrich  (LGo),  Greg 
Grove,  A1  Guarente  (AG),  Paul  Hess  (PH), 
Jonathan  Heller  (JHe),  Margaret  Higbee 
(MH),  Deuane  Hoffman  (DH),  Jason  Horn 
(JHo),  Tomjohnson  (TJ),  Rudy  Keller  (RKe), 
Ramsay  Khoury  (RK),  Robert  Kline  (RK1), 
Mike  Lanzone  (ML),  Robert  C.  Leberman 
(RCL),  Adrienne  Leppold  (AL-Powdermill 
Avian  Research  Center),  Geoff  Malosh  (GM), 
Doris  McGovern  (DM),  Jerry  McWilliams 
(JM),  August  Mirabella  (AM),  William  Reid 


Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL); 
C.B.C.M.  (Chicago  Bird  Collision  Monitors); 
Chau.  (Chautauqua  N.W.R.,  IL);  EP  (Forest 
Preserve);  G.PEW.A.  (Goose  Pond  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Area,  Greene,  IN);  Horseshoe  L. 
(Madison,  IL);  l.B.S.P.  (Illinois  Beach  S.P., 
Lake,  IL);  L.  Lemon  (Monroe  and  Brown,  IN); 
Mich.  City  (Michigan  City  Harbor,  La  Porte, 
IN);  Miller  (Miller  Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Mon- 
trose (Montrose  Pt.,  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago). 
Specimen  material  (*)  deposited  at  the  Field 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Chicago. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  QUAIL 

A single  Ross’s  Goose  at  Potato  Creek  S.P  16 
Sep  and  presumably  the  same  bird  at  another 
St.  Joseph  location  24  Sep  (RH)  furnished  Indi- 
ana’s first  Sep  record  ever.  A nice  showing  of 
Tundra  Swans  occurred,  with  tallies  of  63  in  W. 
Lafayette,  IN  (EMH)  and  50  at  Herrick  Lake 
EP.,  DuPage,  IL  (UWG),  both  19  Nov.  A strong 
showing  of  6500  Gadwalls  was  at  Horseshoe  L. 
5 Nov  (FRH).  Northern  Shovelers  and  Green- 
winged Teal  also  passed  through  the  Region  in 
good  numbers,  the  latter  exemplified  by  a total 
of  9269  at  Chau.  10  Nov  (R&SB).  A record- 
high  fall  total  of  740  Northern  Pintails  was 
recorded  on  the  Indiana  lakefront,  bolstered  by 
a peak  tally  of  349  at  Miller  4 Oct  (KJB,  PBG  et 
al.).  Impressively  large  totals  of  bay  ducks  in- 
cluded 24,000  Canvasbacks  19  Nov  and 
20,000  Lesser  Scaup  15  Nov  in  Hancock,  IL 
(AGD).  Greater  Scaup,  on  the  other  hand,  did 
not  arrive  in  numbers  prior  to  the  end  of  the 
period,  with  the  season’s  peak  just  11  at 
Saganashkee  Slough,  Cook,  IL  29  Oct  (WSS). 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  oc- 
curred 10  Nov,  when  a first-year  male  King  Ei- 
der was  seen  flying  eastward  past  Miller  (JJM, 
TA,  BB  et  al.).  An  ad.  male  Harlequin  Duck 


(WR),  Ken  Reiker  (KR),  Cameron  Rutt  (CR), 
Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Joan  Silagy  (JS),  Richard 
& Vicki  Smith  (RVS),  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Joe 
Verica  (JV),  Dustin  Welch  (DW),  Rick 
Wiltraut  (RW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  Wendell 
Argabrite  (WA),J.  Boback  (JBo),J.  Browning 
(JBg),  Jeanette  Esker,  Mike  Griffith  (MG), 
Matt  Orsie  (MO),  David  Patick  (DP).  @ 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Street 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireo@sbcglobal.net) 
Rick  Wiltraut,  P.0.  Box  294 

Saylorsburg,  Pennsylvania  18353,  (rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 


was  in  Chicago  14  Nov+  (DFS,  m.ob.),  and  a 
female  or  imm.  male  was  at  Mich.  City  18  Nov 
(PBG).  As  a group,  scoters  made  a good  show- 
ing this  season,  especially  at  inland  locations. 
Nine  Surf  Scoters  at  Eagle  Creek  Park,  Marion, 
IN  20  Oct  (LP),  8 White-winged  Scoters  at 
Saganashkee  Slough,  Cook,  IL  22  Oct  (WJM  et 
al.),  and  7 Black  Scoters  on  L.  Lemon  11  Nov 
(DRW,  J&SH)  provided  the  top  counts  among 
numerous  sightings  away  from  L.  Michigan. 
Nine  inland  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported, 
including  3 on  L.  Lemon  on  the  early  date  of 
24  Oct  (J&SH)-  Record  fall  congregations  of 
Ruddy  Ducks  included  4103  at  Clear  L.  and 
vicinity  22  Nov  (R&SB)  and  4000  in  Hancock, 
IL  19  Nov  (AGD). 

A nice  fall  count  of  71  Greater  Prairie- 
Chickens  22  Nov  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natu- 
ral Area,  Jasper,  IL  was  encouraging  for  this 
local  and  threatened  species  (RES).  Northern 
Bobwhites  were  reported  in  poor  numbers  ex- 
cept for  refreshing  counts  of  38  at  G.PEW.A. 
27  Sep  (LWS,  BF),  37  in  Jasper,  IL  25  Sep 
(RES),  and  29  in  Edwards,  IL  29  Nov  (RES). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

It  was  an  amazing  fall  for  loons  and  grebes,  as 
all  of  the  regularly  occurring  species  were 
recorded  in  exceptional  numbers.  An  impres- 
sive total  of  116  Red-throated  Loons  included 
10  at  Highland  Park,  IL  25  Nov  (RDH)  and  at 
least  15  inland  birds.  The  Region  hosted  4 Pa- 
cific Loons,  one  at  Carl.  L.  29  Oct-12  Nov 
(DMK,  KAM,  m.ob.)  and  3 from  Indiana,  all 
on  L.  Lemon.  A massive  flight  of  Common 
Loons  occurred  on  19  Nov:  in  the  morning, 
1038  were  counted  heading  southward  from 
Miller  (TA),  and  in  late  afternoon,  an  Indiana 
record-high  count  of  5500  (more  than  dou- 
bling the  previous  high  count)  was  made  at  L. 
Lemon  (DRW). 
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Indiana’s  high  count  for  Horned  Grebe  was 
also  established  this  fall,  with  a phenomenal 
1456  birds  at  various  lakefront  sites  9 Oct 
(JJM)  forming  part  of  the  all-time  lakefront 
high  of  3326  birds  for  the  season.  Among  26 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  Indiana’s  earliest 
ever  3 Sep  at  Cane  Ridge  W.M.A.  (G&LB),  3 
or  4 at  Saganashkee  Slough,  Cook , IL  22  Oct 
(REF  et  si.),  and  3 on  L.  Michigan  at  High- 
land Park,  IL  25  Nov  (RDH).  Six  Eared 
Grebes  at  Hurshtown  Res.,  Allen  (JAH)  repre- 
sented Indiana’s  highest  tally  of  the  species  in 
50  years.  An  early  Eared  Grebe  was  detected 
20  Sep  at  Horseshoe  L.  (KAM),  while  a lin- 
gering individual  4 Nov  at  Carl.  L.  was  note- 
worthy (KAM,  DMK,  RDH  et  al).  Among  10 
Western  Grebes  reported,  7 occurred  inland, 
with  one  at  Horseshoe  L.  lingering  28  Oct-29 
Nov  for  many  to  enjoy  (JPZ,  FRH,  m.ob.). 

Numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans  con- 
tinue to  grow  in  Illinois;  10,000  at  Carl.  L.  1 
Oct  (DMK)  was  a representative  number.  An 
Indiana  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
survey  at  Hovey  L.,  Posey  5 Oct  yielded  a state 
record  count  of  4400  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants. Almost  all  wading  birds  were  re- 
ported in  above-average  numbers  in  Indiana, 
including  more  than  three  times  the  average 
number  of  American  Bitterns  (21)  and  more 
than  five  times  the  average  number  of  Least 
Bitterns  (16).  An  exciting  find  was  an  imm. 
Reddish  Egret,  Indiana’s  2nd,  on  the  lake- 
front  in  Gary  9 Sep  (ph.  JKC).  Remarkably,  af- 
ter not  being  seen  for  eight  consecutive  days, 
the  bird  appeared  again  at  Miller  18  Sep  (KJB, 
JK  et  al).  A Snowy  Egret  at  L.  Lemon  14  Oct 
(J&SH)  furnished  the  first  Oct  record  for  In- 
diana in  50  years,  and  a Green  Heron  seen  14 
Nov  in  Kankakee,  IL  QBH)  had  also  lingered 
quite  late.  An  excellent  tally  of  49  Green 
Herons  25  Aug  was  made  in  Mason , IL 
(R&SB),  while  a notable  concentration  of  6 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  was  at  L. 
Calumet  20  & 26  Aug  (WjM). 

Good  numbers  of  ibis  were  present  in  the 
Region.  Up  to  3 Glossy/White-faced  were  not- 
ed 20  Aug-3  Sep  at  Chau.  (SDB,  m.ob.),  and  2 
were  there  8 Sep  (R&SB).  An  ad.  Glossy  and 
an  imm.  White-faced  Ibis  were  noted  at  Banner 
Marsh,  Fulton,  IL  28  Nov  (JV,  LM).  Two  White- 
faced were  studied  19-22  Oct  at  Carl.  L.  (BH, 
DMK),  where  one  remained  through  23  Oct 
(KAM).  Of  3 Plegadis  seen  at  G.P.EW.A.  5 Oct 
(LWS),  one  was  still  present  27  Nov  (LWS), 
providing  Indiana’s  first  Nov  record. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Mississippi  Kite  at  Crab  Orchard  N.W.R.  18 
Sep  (LW)  was  notable,  as  this  species  is  rarely 
observed  past  the  end  of  Aug  in  the  Region. 
The  54  Northern  Harriers  seen  in  Greene  and 


Sullivan,  IN  18  Nov  (LWS)  were  indicative  of 
the  Region’s  excellent  fall  flight  for  this 
species.  The  I.B.S.P.  hawkwatch  tallied  11 
Northern  Goshawks  for  the  season,  7 of  those 
on  28  Oct  (VB).  Some  1500  Broad-winged 
Hawks  in  Bloomington,  IL  24  Sep  was  the 
only  notable  count  reported  (WH).  Swainson’s 
Hawk  reports  away  from  n.  Illinois  breeding 
territories  included  single  birds  24  Sep  (VB) 
and  22  Oct  (DBJ,  PWS)  at  I.B.S.P  and  a juv.  15 
Oct  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK,  Dj,  m.ob.). 

A Yellow  Rail  found  15  Aug  in  Chicago 
ON,  ph.  AP)  provided  just  the  3rd  Aug  record 
for  the  Region — Illinois’s  earliest  ever  for  fall 
and  tying  the  Region’s  record-early  date  from 
1885.  Other  Yellow  Rails  included  4 at  Prairie 
Ridge  State  Natural  Area  10  Oct  (RES)  and 
single  birds  1 Oct  at  I.B.S.P.  (EWW)  and  5 Oct 
in  Chicago  (C.B.C.M.).  The  season’s  8th  Yel- 
low Rail  was  at  G.P.EW.A.  5 Oct  (DW).  The 
17  Common  Moorhens  at  G.P.EW.A.  8 Sep 
(LWS)  was  a fine  total  for  s.  Indiana,  and  3 
near  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Whiteside,  IL  30  Oct 
(JDC)  were  rather  late. 


Furnishing  a second  state  record  was  this  immature  Reddish 
Egret  at  Miller  Beach,  Lake  County,  Indiana  9 September  2006, 
discovered  by  the  photographer.  Photograph  by  John  (assady. 


PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  nice  Piping  Plover  flight  that  began  in  Jul 
continued,  with  13  reports  highlighted  by  3 
birds  at  Miller  3 Aug  (JKC,  KJB  et  al.).  Standing 
out  from  scattered  reports  of  mostly  single 
birds  were  9 American  Avocets  15  Sep  at  Clear 
L.  (R&SB)  and  4 at  Rend  L.  1 Oct  (LS).  A late 
American  Avocet  was  found  at  Cane  Ridge 
W.M.A.  30  Oct  (G&LB).  A flock  of  95  Willets 
seen  at  Mich.  City  6 Aug  (BJG ,JG)  highlighted 
a fine  flight  and  provided  Indiana’s  5th  highest 
single  day  count.  Two  Upland  Sandpipers  in 
Decatur,  IL  1 1 Aug  (KAM)  were  among  just  3 
reported.  Similarly,  observers  noted  only  3 
Whimbrels,  and  godwits  had  a poor  flight,  with 
one  report  of  Hudsonian  and  none  for  Marbled. 
That  Regionwide  reports  included  only  11 
Ruddy  Turnstones  was  disturbing. 

This  fall’s  sandpiper  migration  was  general- 
ly poorer  than  usual.  However,  one  bright 
spot  was  an  all-time  high  fall  count  of  31 


White-rumped  Sandpipers  for  Indiana,  in- 
cluding 19  at  the  “tomato  patch”  in  s.  Porter, 
IN  2 Sep  (KJB,  JKC,  RJP  et  al).  Purple  Sand- 
pipers were  sighted  2 (MAM,  AFS),  8 (ph. 
NL),  & 12  Nov  (RDH,  ph.  WSS)  in 
Waukegan,  IL,  and  another  was  at  I.B.S.P.  26 
Nov  (JV).  A Ruff  at  Chau.  8 Aug  (SAC)  was 
the  season’s  only  shorebird  rarity.  An  excel- 
lent count  of  15  Red-necked  Phalaropes  25 
Aug  in  Mason,  IL  (SDB)  deserves  mention, 
while  the  Region’s  sole  Red  Phalarope  was 
photographed  at  Miller  14  Oct  (TA). 

For  the  first  time  since  1999,  more  jaegers 
were  reported  in  Nov  than  in  either  Sep  or 
Oct.  On  11  Nov,  2 juv.  Pomarines  were  at 
Miller  (EMH,  JJM,  KJB  et  al.),  and  another  was 
at  Mich.  City  (JBD  et  al.).  Among  17  Parasitics 
reported,  3 were  at  Miller  9 Sep  (MT,  B&MB), 
and  one  that  settled  in  at  Heidecke  L.,  Grundy, 
IL  19-25  Sep  (SAC,  CMA)  was  the  Region’s 
only  inland  jaeger.  For  the  8th  straight  fall,  at 
least  one  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  recorded  at 
the  lakefront:  Miller  had  an  ad.  24  Sep  (TA) 
and  a very  late  juv.  28  Oct  (JKC,  KJB,  JJM  et 
al).  An  excellent  total  of  6 Little  Gulls  was  re- 
ported for  the  season,  including  2 at  Miller  on 
both  1 1 (JKC  et  al.)  & 17  Nov  (JJM,  AS  et  al.). 
Illinois  hosted  2 California  Gulls:  a first-year 
bird  at  L.  Decatur  29  Oct-11  Nov  (ph.  TAM) 
and  an  ad.  at  I.B.S.P  18  Nov  (DFS).  Sizeable 
counts  of  8 Thayer’s  Gulls  18  Nov  at  Winthrop 
Harbor,  IL  (RDK)  and  3 Iceland  Gulls  11  Nov 
near  the  Cook/Lake,  IL  line  (GAW)  were  no- 
table for  being  so  early,  and  the  9 Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  18  Nov  at  Winthrop  Harbor 
(RDH)  formed  Illinois’s  largest  fall  concentra- 
tion ever.  Late  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  recorded  10 
Nov  at  Montrose  (RDH)  and  the  next  day  at 
Miller  (DG).  The  Region  was  inundated  with 
Black-legged  Kittiwakes:  the  Indiana  lakefront 
experienced  a record  fall  migration,  with  an 
amazing  41  birds — nearly  double  the  previous 
high  of  22  from  1995.  The  best  day  occurred 
16  Nov,  when  a state-record  16  were  observed 
at  Miller  (KJB,  JJM  et  al).  Three  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  were  found  inland:  29  Oct  in  Allen, 
IN  (JAH  et  al),  11-12  Nov  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK, 
TAM),  and  25  Nov  at  L.  Shelbyville,  IL  (TAM). 
The  Indiana  lakefront’s  6th  ever  Least  Tern 
was  recorded  at  Miller  3 Aug  when  an  ad.  flew 
past  (ph.  LH,  KJB  et  al).  A Forster’s  Tern  was 
tardy  at  Rend  L.,  IL  25  Nov  (LW). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A White-winged  Dove  1 Oct  at  I.B.S.P.  (EWW) 
furnished  the  2nd  latest  record  for  Illinois. 
The  count  of  21  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  tallied 
30  Aug  in  Hoosier  N.F  (MC)  was  Indiana’s  3rd 
highest.  Among  5 Barn  Owls  reported  were  2 
road-killed  birds  28  Oct  and  17  Nov  in  Clin- 
ton, IL  (BR).  The  season’s  only  Snowy  Owl  was 
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at  the  East  Chicago,  IN  lakefront  26  Nov  (MO, 
PK).  Short-earecI  Owls  enjoyed  an  above-aver- 
age fall  season  marked  by  69  in  Greene  and 
Sullivan  18  Nov  (LWS) — Indiana’s  4th  highest 
count  ever — and  a nice  total  of  35  at  Carl.  L 
25  Nov  (DMK,  CPA).  A recently  deceased 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  found  at  Miller  28 
Sep  provided  Indiana’s  first  Sep  record  (PBG  et 
al.).  Two  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  re- 
ported from  s.  Illinois:  24  Nov  at  Rend  L.  (LS) 
and  25  Nov  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK  et  al.). 

Common  Nighthawks  rebounded  from 
their  very  poor  2005  migration,  exemplified 
by  2000  at  the  Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  26 
Aug  (DRD).  An  excellent  count  of  2000 
Chimney  Swifts  was  made  20  Sep  at  Horse- 
shoe L.,  Madison , IL  (KAM);  the  species 
was  recorded  extraordinarily  late,  with  a 
single  bird  9 Nov  in  Highland,  IN  (MT), 
and  had  a continuous  presence  in  ne. 
Illinois  until  10  Nov,  when  the  last  2 
were  seen  in  Chicago  (DPS).  A female 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  in  W. 
Lafayette  25  Nov  (R&JN)  established  a 
new  late  date  for  the  species  in  Indiana. 

A female  Archilochus  hummingbird  that 
was  mist-netted  and  initially  identified 
as  a Ruby-throated  in  Gibson , IN  29  Oct 
(F&FE)  aroused  suspicion,  prompting 
its  subsequent  recapture  and  correct 
identification  as  the  Regions  first  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbird  (DG,  CH, 
m.ob.).  At  least  5 Rufous  Humming- 
birds graced  the  Region.  Remaining  the 
longest  were  a cooperative  ad.  male  in 
W.  Lafayette,  IN  24  Sep+  (MA,  m.ob.),  an  ad. 
male  in  Woodstock,  IL  10  Oct+  (DWD, 
VMK),  and  an  ad.  female  in  w.  Monroe , IN  late 
Oct+  (C&NB,  CH,  m.ob  ). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Five  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  seen  in  Illi- 
nois, the  latest  18  Sep  from  Jax.  P (PRC).  An 
impressive  showing  of  Eastern  Wood-Pewees 
included  33  seen  1 1 Sep  at  Carl.  L.  (KAM).  A 
very  late,  non-calling  wood-pewee,  presum- 
ably an  Eastern,  was  found  2 Nov  at  the  Mar- 
ian College  Ecolab,  Marion  (JC,  GC  et  al.), 
providing  Indiana’s  2nd  Nov  record  of  the 
genus  and  the  first  since  1948.  Say’s  Phoebes 
22-23  Sep  at  I.B.S.P  (ph.  MF,  ph.  SJH)  and  24 
Sep  at  Greene  Valley  ER,  DuPage  (REF,  KDF) 
added  to  more  than  a dozen  records  for  Illi- 
nois. Only  one  Western  Kingbird  was  report- 
ed, a bird  at  Montrose  18  Sep  (RDH).  Eastern 
Kingbirds  were  seen  in  excellent  numbers 
throughout  the  Region,  with  155  the  largest 
count,  25  Aug  at  Carl.  L.  (KAM). 

A window-killed  Northern  Shrike  16  Oct 
in  Chicago  (*DEW)  was  the  first  of  at  least  23 
to  reach  the  Region.  A Blue-headed  Vireo 


found  in  Porter  25  Nov  (KJB,  SRB,  DS  et  al.) 
was  the  latest-ever  fall  bird  for  Indiana,  and  a 
Red-eyed  Vireo  in  Bev.  Sh.  7 Nov  (KJB)  was 
Indiana’s  5th  latest  ever.  A noteworthy  count 
of  32  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  was  made  at 
the  Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage,  IL  12  Nov 
(DFS).  In  Chicago,  the  unfortunate  demise  of 
37  window-killed  Brown  Creepers,  coupled 
with  an  additional  54  stunned  birds  5 Oct 
(*C.B.C.M.),  provided  a record-high  fall 
count  (91)  for  Illinois.  Wren  totals  across  the 
Region  were  above  average.  Nice  counts  in- 
cluded 21  Winter  Wrens  at  Salt  Creek  EP, 
Cook , IL  (DFS),  9 Marsh  Wrens  22  Oct  in 
Franklin,  IL  (LS),  and  Indiana’s  2nd  highest 
tally  of  45  Marsh  Wrens  (the  highest  since 


1916)  at  G.PEW.A.  3 Aug  (LWS).  A strong 
kinglet  migration  included  the  Indiana  lake- 
front’s  first  Aug  record  of  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  established  25  Aug  in  Dune  Acres 
(DN).  Cathams  thrushes  were  reported  in 
fairly  low  numbers;  however,  192  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  18  Sep  in  Kankakee,  IL  (JBH)  and 
61  Hermit  Thrushes  at  I.B.S.P.  1 Oct  (EWW) 
were  encouraging.  A Wood  Thrush  21  Oct  in 
Chicago  (SJH)  was  rather  late  for  n.  Illinois. 

WARBLERS 

For  the  most  part,  warblers  were  reported  in 
above-average  numbers,  and  individuals  of 
many  species  lingered  notably  late.  A new 
high  Illinois  fall  count  of  16  Golden-winged 
Warblers  was  set  9 Sep  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK), 
possibly  the  highest  autumn  count  for  any 
site.  Indiana  experienced  record  numbers  of 
Northern  Parulas  (55)  and  double  the  fall  av- 
erage numbers  of  Yellow  Warblers.  Significant 
counts  of  53  Magnolia  Warblers  24  Sep  and 
51  Cape  May  Warblers  18  Sep  occurred  at  Jax. 
P.  (PRC).  Indiana’s  all-time  high  daily  count 
of  Blackpoll  Warblers  was  set  12  Sep,  with  59 
tallied  in  the  Lake  migrant  traps  (JKC,  KJB). 


Double  the  average  fall  numbers  of  Black- 
and-white  Warblers  in  Indiana  indicated  their 
strong  presence.  Window  casualties  provided 
grim  evidence  of  the  movement  of  warblers 
through  Chicago:  29  Ovenbirds  14  Sep  were 
among  90  found  there  14-21  Sep 
(*C.B.C.M.),  and  Chicago’s  season  total  of  32 
window-killed  Connecticut  Warblers 
(*C.B.C.M.,  *DEW)  included  6 on  30  Aug 
alone  (*C.B.C.M.).  Indiana’s  36  Hooded  War- 
blers was  another  all-time  maximum  for  fall. 

Notably  late  warblers  included  2 Northern 
Parulas  15  Oct  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK);  a Magnolia 
Warbler  6 Nov  in  Cook  (DFS)  that  was 
record-late  for  n.  Illinois;  Cape  May  Warblers 
13  Nov  in  Chicago  (DBJ)  and  4 Nov  in  e. 
Monroe,  IN  (DRW);  a Yellow-throated 
Warbler  31  Oct  in  Wanick,  IN  (JKi);  and 
a Palm  Warbler  22  Nov  at  Montrose 
(RDH).  An  imm.  Bay-breasted  Warbler 
11-12  Nov  in  Kankakee  (ph.  JBH)  was 
the  latest  for  Illinois  since  1987,  while  a 
Blackpoll  Warbler  in  Chicago  15  Nov 
(tJV,  LM)  was  Illinois’s  3rd  latest  on 
record.  An  American  Redstart  noted  11 
Nov  in  Crest  Hill,  IL  (CMA)  was  the  3rd 
latest  for  Illinois,  excluding  winter 
records.  A window-casualty  Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  in  Chicago  29  Sep 
(*C.B.C.M.)  provided  the  2nd  latest 
record  for  Illinois.  An  Ovenbird  21  Nov 
in  Chicago  (ph.  ET)  was  Illinois’s  latest 
since  1996.  A female  Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  in  Bev.  Sh.  21  Nov  (JJM)  fur- 
nished the  Indiana  lakefront’s  latest  fall 
record.  Late  Canada  Warblers  included  one  8 
Oct  at  Eagle  Creek  Park,  Marion , IN  (TA)  and 
another  7 Oct  in  Jax.  P.  (CMA).  Aside  from  a 
handful  of  winter  records,  the  Yellow-breasted 
Chat  20  Nov  in  Chicago  (MLR,  NLB)  was  the 
latest  ever  for  Illinois. 

Unusual  warblers  deserving  mention  were 
a male  Lawrence’s  Warbler  seen  at  Chain  O’ 
Lakes  S.R,  IN  29  Aug  (JAH),  a banded  Kirt- 
lands  Warbler  in  e.  Benton  (JVw)  that  was  the 
2nd  ever  fall  bird  seen  in  Indiana,  and  a Yel- 
low Palm  Warbler  observed  7 Nov  in  Chica- 
go (DFS,  TSS)  that  provided  Illinois’s  4th 
record  of  this  subspecies. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  3 Summer  Tanagers  seen  on  the  Indiana 
lakefront  marked  the  first  fall  ever  that  more 
than  one  was  recorded  there.  A Western  Tan- 
ager  22  Oct  at  Carl.  L.  (p.a.,  DMK)  was  quite 
a find;  there  is  only  one  acceptably  docu- 
mented fall  record  for  Illinois. 

Overall,  sparrow-watchers  enjoyed  a good 
fall  season.  The  only  Spotted  Towhee  was  not- 
ed 23  Oct  in  Cook  (DFS).  A tardy  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  reported  22-23  Oct  at  Carl.  L. 


Two  juvenile  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  flying  along  Miller  Beach,  Lake  County, 
Indiana  1 6 November  2006  (here)  were  part  of  a large  kittiwake  flight  that 
included  the  state's  first  confirmed  record  of  a bird  in  second-winter  plumage 
on  the  same  date;  almost  all  state  records  are  of  "tarrocks"  (juvenile/first- 
winter  birds).  Photograph  by  John  Cassady. 
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(DMK,  KAM).  In  Kankakee,  1L,  an  exception- 
al count  of  58  Vesper  Sparrows  was  made  7 
Oct  (DFS).  Seven  Lark  Sparrows  at  the  Prairie 
Chicken  Refuge,  Newton,  IN  5 Aug  (BB)  and  5 
in  Adams,  IL  18  Aug  (AGD)  provided  notable 
totals,  and  one  4 Sep  at  G.P.EWA.  provided 
Indiana’s  first  Sep  record  in  17  years.  The  best 
among  several  nice  tallies  of  Savannah  Spar- 
rows consisted  of  125  birds  at  G.PEW.A.  13 
Oct  (DRW).  A lingering  Grasshopper  Sparrow 
was  also  at  G.PEW.A.  26  Oct  (LWS),  provid- 
ing Indiana’s  8th  latest  fall  record.  It  was  a 
good  fall  in  the  Region  for  Le  Conte’s  and  Nel- 
son’s Sharp-tailed  Sparrows.  The  impressive 
total  of  26  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  reported  in  In- 
diana was  more  than  three  times  the  seasonal 
average.  A peak  count  of  3 Le  Conte’s  oc- 
curred 15  Oct  at  Chicago’s  Northerly  Island 
(RDH).  Indiana’s  earliest-ever  Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  were  2 birds  in  Hamilton  31 
Aug  (LAB).  At  Lebanon  Business  Park,  Boone, 
IN,  up  to  6 birds  were  seen  28  Sep-7  Oct 
(RLH,  TA  et  al.),  and  3 were  found  15  Oct  in 
Winnebago,  IL  (DTW).  Further  indicating  a 
strong  sparrow  flight  were  counts  of  115  Song 
Sparrows  7 Nov  at  G.PEW.A.  (LWS,  MC),  200 
Swamp  Sparrows  9 Oct  in  Franklin,  IL  (LS), 
240  White-throated  Sparrows  16  Oct  in 
Chicago’s  Grant  Park  (DFS),  and  166  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  26  Oct,  again  at  G.PEW.A. 
(LWS).  Four  reports  of  Harris’s  Sparrow  were 
received  from  Illinois.  The  750  Lapland 
Longspurs  tallied  14  Nov  in  DeKalb,  IL  (DFS) 
were  notable,  as  many  reported  the  species  as 
absent  this  season. 

A Blue  Grosbeak  in  Kankakee  1 Oct  (JBH) 
was  unusually  late  for  a location  in  the  n. 
third  of  Illinois.  Also  lingering  were  an  Indigo 
Bunting  12  Nov  at  Jax.  R (PRC)  and  single 
Dickcissels  20  Oct  at  Montrose  (GAW)  and 
the  next  day  at  G.P.EW.A.  (J&SH).  A high 
count  of  209  Bobolinks  was  logged  at 
G.P.EW.A.  21  Sep  (LWS,  BF).  Six  Western 
Meadowlarks  24  Nov  at  Carl.  L.  were  note- 
worthy (DMK,  J WE).  Indiana’s  6th  Nov  Balti- 
more Oriole  was  an  ad.  male  in  Elkhart  12 
Nov  (TAr).  Of  the  winter  finches,  Purple 
Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  were  in  short  supply, 
but  there  were  good  numbers  of  both  Red 
Crossbills  and  Common  Redpolls.  The  13 
Red  Crossbills  at  West  Beach,  Porter,  IN  2 
Nov  (AS,  JJM,  LP  et  al.)  represented  the  5th 
highest  lakefront  count  and  the  highest  daily 
count  in  the  state  in  26  years.  Other  crossbill 
reports  included  13  Reds  in  Waukegan,  IL  28 
Oct  (DFS)  and  single  White-winged  Cross- 
bills seen  12  Nov  at  the  Morton  Arboretum, 
DuPage,  IL  (DFS)  and  at  I.B.S.P.  (EWW).  A 
Regionwide  total  of  45  Common  Redpolls 
was  reported;  the  flight  peaked  31  Oct,  with  6 
at  West  Beach,  Porter,  IN  (JJM,  PBG,  BB)  and 


7 at  Chicago’s  Northerly  Island  (DFS).  A 
Hoary  Redpoll  (p.a.,  MAM,  ph.  RDH)  was 
discovered  at  I.B.S.P.  25  Nov.  There  are  only 
three  accepted  records  of  this  species  in  Illi- 
nois. The  report  of  17  Pine  Siskins  29  Oct 
(EWW),  also  at  I.B.S.P,  stood  out  in  a season 
when  they  were  quite  scarce.  The  one  report 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks  this  fall  was  of  4 at 

I. B.S.P  26  Nov  (EWW,  m.ob.). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Cindy  M.  Alberico,  Connie  P Al- 
wood,  Charles  B.  Anderson,  Thomas  Arendt 
(TAr),  Mark  Arvin,  Timothy  Avery,  Susan  R. 
Bagby,  Steven  D.  Bailey,  Lou  Anne  Barriger, 
Vic  Berardi,  Richard  & Sigurd  Bjorklund, 
Nicholas  L.  Block,  Gary  & Lisa  Bowman, 
Kenneth  J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Charles  & Nan- 
cy Buckles,  Byron  & Maggie  Butler,  John  K. 
Cassady,  Jeff  D.  Chapman,  Gordon  Chastain, 
Michael  Clarke,  Paul  R.  Clyne,  Scott  A. 
Cohrs,  James  Cole,  Donald  R.  Dann,  Alfred  G. 
Dierkes,  Dennis  W.  Dreher,  John  B.  Dunning, 
Frank  & Frankie  Eads,  Joseph  W.  Eades,  Brad 
Feaster,  Karen  D.  Fisher,  Robert  E.  Fisher, 
Matthew  Fletcher,  Urs  W.  Geiser,  Jennie  Gir- 
ton,  Don  Gorney,  Brendan  J.  Grube,  Peter  B. 
Grube,  Bob  Hammel,  James  A.  Haw,  Roger  L. 
Hedge,  James  D.  & Susan  Hengeveld,  Jed  B. 
Hertz,  Lynea  Hinchman,  Wayne  Hochstetler, 
Frank  R.  Holmes,  Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Steve 

J.  Huggins,  Robert  D.  Hughes,  Robert  Hugue- 
nard,  Cathie  Hutcheson,  Dennis  Jacobson, 
David  B.  Johnson,  Dan  M.  Kassebautn,  John 
Kendall,  James  Kittinger  (JKi),  Vernon  M. 
Kleen,  Penny  Kneisler,  Nolan  Lameka, 
Michael  A.  Madsen,  Travis  A.  Mahan,  Walter 
J.  Marcisz,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Keith  A.  Mc- 
Mullen, Leo  Miller,  Ron  & Jacquie  Nevinger, 
Doris  Nitecki,  Joe  Nowak,  Marlys  Costing, 
Randy  J.  Pals,  Larry  Peavler,  Annette  Prince, 
Michael  L.  Retter,  Bill  Rudden,  Thomas  S. 
Schulenberg,  Wesley  S.  Serafin,  Robert  E. 
Shelby,  Andy  Sigler,  Leonard  Stanley,  Lee  W. 
Sterrenburg,  Alan  F Stokie,  Dan  Stoltzfus, 
Douglas  F.  Stotz  (Illinois),  Paul  W.  Sweet,  Ed 
Teune,  Michael  Topp,  Jenny  Vogt,  Jennifer 
Vonderwell  (JVw),  Eric  W.  Walters,  Donald  R. 
Whitehead,  David  E.  Willard,  Daniel  T. 
Williams,  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  Dennis 
Workman,  Laraine  Wright,  James  R Ziebol. 
Many  others  submitted  observations  but 
could  not  be  personally  acknowledged  here; 
all  have  our  thanks  for  their  contributions.  © 
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Western  Great  Lakes 


Peder  H.  Svingen 

Except  for  a cold  period  in  October,  the 
Region  experienced  above-normal  tem- 
peratures and  below-normal  precipita- 
tion. Jaeger-watching  was  exceptional  at  the 
western  end  of  Lake  Superior.  Irruptions  of 
American  Three-toed  Woodpecker  and  Gray 
Jay  were  detected.  Each  state  had  its  share  of 
rarities,  and  many  warbler  species  lingered 
late  along  Lake  Michigan. 

Abbreviations:  Big  Stone  (Big  Stone  N.W.R., 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN);  Muskegon  (Muskegon 
Wastewater  System,  Muskegon,  Ml);  North 
Shore  (North  Shore  of  L.  Superior,  ne.  MN); 
Shiawassee  (Shiawassee  N.W.R.,  Saginaw,  MI); 
U.P.  (Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan);  W.RB.O. 
(Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  Ml). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Michigan’s  first  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Duck  was  shot  by  a hunter  near  Alma,  Gratiot 
5 Nov  (SA).  Ross’s  Geese  appeared  in  16  Min- 
nesota and  seven  Wisconsin  counties;  reports 
were  also  up  in  Michigan,  including  a hock  of 
5 at  Shiawassee  24  Oct  (p.a.,  DJP).  A mid-Nov 
census  by  U.S.EW.S.  recorded  an  astonishing 
52,000  Tundra  Swans  at  Upper  Mississippi 
River  N.W.R.  Minnesota  reported  “inland” 
Surf  Scoters  in  1 1 counties;  numbers  were  up 
at  W.P.B.O. , where  801  more  than  doubled 
last  fall’s  tally.  A total  of  3058  White-winged 
Scoters  at  W.RB.O.  was  near  average,  but  112 
Black  Scoters  was  fewer  than  last  fall,  and 
1 1,688  Long-tailed  Ducks  was  well  below  av- 
erage. A drake  Barrows  Goldeneye  was  shot 
by  a hunter  in  Bay,  Ml  19  Nov  (p.a.,  fide  SM), 
and  another  visited  Milwaukee,  WI  23  Nov 
(TCW).  High  for  Michigan  was  5899  Ruddy 
Ducks  at  Muskegon  13  Oct  (JP). 

Low  for  W.RB.O.  was  a total  of  181  Red- 
throated  Loons  (peak  of  36,  3 Oct).  Normally 
a very  rare  fall  migrant  in  Minnesota,  at  least 
4 Red-throateds  transited  Duluth,  and  one 
was  on  Mille  Lacs  L.  18-28  Oct  (AXH,  PHS, 
AS).  An  influx  of  12+  Pacific  Loons  was  de- 
tected in  eight  Wisconsin  counties.  Seven 
Pacifies  was  near  average  for  Minnesota,  with 


one  as  far  s.  as  Washington  25-26  Nov  (BRL, 
JWH).  Surveyors  found  a record-high  2729 
Common  Loons  on  Mille  Lacs  L.,  MN  18  Oct 
(AXH,  PHS),  but  the  W.RB.O.  seasonal  total 
was  only  1960  (peak  of  126  on  4 Oct).  Red- 
necked Grebes  were  similarly  scarce  at 
W.RB.O.,  where  6708  was  less  than  half  of  last 
fall’s  total.  Eared  Grebes  showed  up  in  three 
U.P  locations,  plus  Berrien  and  Muskegon  in 
the  Lower  Peninsula.  In  Wisconsin,  Eared 
Grebes  loitered  in  Sheboygan  1 Nov  (CS)  and 
Ozaukee  23  Nov  (TCW).  Casual  for  Michigan 
was  a Western  Grebe  in  Baraga  5-20  Nov  (ph. 
JY);  another  Aechmophorus  reported  from 
Houghton  7-11  Nov  (MH,  JK)  was  also  likely 
Western.  Wisconsin  had  7 Western  Grebes  in 
six  counties  ranging  from  Ashland  1 Sep 
(RSB)  to  Manitowoc  17  Nov  (CS).  Out  of 
range  in  Minnesota  was  a Western  Grebe  at 
Two  Harbors,  Lake  20-21  Oct  (DS  et  al.). 
Record  high  for  Wisconsin  was  the  count  of 
2500  American  White  Pelicans  on  L.  Pepin  20 
Sep  (RPR). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

A remarkable  concentration  of  14  Snowy 
Egrets  was  found  at  the  Karn  Plant  in  Bay,  Ml 
23  Aug  (JS).  Each  state  attracted  at  least  one 
Little  Blue  Heron.  Wisconsin’s  were  in  Dodge 
9 Aug  (SC)  and  Dane  11-14  Aug  (ME),  Michi- 
gan’s at  Shiawassee  10  Aug  (DJP)  and  in  Liv- 


ingston 16-23  Aug  (RW,  SB),  and  Minnesota’s 
at  Big  Stone  17-21  Sep  (MM,  BJU).  Cattle 
Egrets  were  also  in  all  three  states,  including 
a record-late  bird  in  Winona,  MN  24  Nov 
(KRE).  Unprecedented  numbers  of  Plegadis 
ibis  were  found  in  w.  Minnesota,  including 
counts  of  20-23  birds  in  three  different  loca- 
tions. Most  were  first-fall  birds,  as  was  one  in 
Buffalo,  WI  14-19  Oct  (NS,  m.ob.). 

A Mississippi  Kite  flew  northward  over  the 
Cedar  Grove  Hawk  Banding  Station  in  She- 
boygan, WI  30  Sep  (HM),  quite  late.  Min- 
nesota’s only  Prairie  Falcon  briefly  visited 


Hamden  Slough  N.W.R.  17  Aug  (PBB). 
Record-late  for  Wisconsin  was  an  injured  Yel- 
low Rail  found  at  the  base  of  a Milwaukee  sky- 
scraper 19  Oct  (SD).  Wisconsin  reported  King 
Rails  in  Dodge  9 Aug  (SC)  and  Brown  28  Aug 
(RM).  Noteworthy  for  Michigan  were  3 Com- 
mon Moorhens  at  Lake  Erie  Metropark  12  Sep 
(WGP)  and  one  in  Berrien  21  Oct  (KM, 
m.ob.).  Moorhens  in  six  Minnesota  counties 
was  encouraging  and  included  11  birds  at 
Noonan  Marsh,  Waseca  (JPS). 

SH0REBIRDS 

Pluvialis  plovers  were  relatively  scarce,  e.g.,  a 
high  count  of  only  159  American  Golden- 
Plovers  in  Traverse,  MN  15  Oct  (WCM). 
Snowy  Plover  was  last  reported  at  Big  Stone 
27  Aug  (PCC,  PHS)  following  the  Region’s 
first  successful  breeding.  Record  high  for 
Minnesota  was  329  Semipalmated  Plovers  at 
Big  Stone  6 Aug  (PCC,  PHS).  Wisconsin  had 
only  one  Piping  Plover  in  Sheboygan  3 Aug 
(JF),  and  Minnesota  managed  only  one  report 
of  2 birds  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  29  Aug  (BJU). 
Michigan  reported  only  2 American  Avocets; 
more  typical  were  avocets  in  six  Wisconsin 
counties,  including  a late  bird  in  Milwaukee  1 
Nov  (BA).  Willets  peaked  at  15  in  Iosco,  Ml  6 
Aug  (RE).  Wisconsin  reported  7 Willets  in 
five  counties,  and  Minnesota  reported  19  in 
seven  counties.  Record  high  for  Minnesota 
was  72  Spotted  Sandpipers  at  Big 
Stone  6 Aug  (PCC,  PHS). 

Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  each  had 
one  Whimbrel,  at  Duluth  11  Sep 
(KRE)  and  in  Kewaunee  4 Oct  (AP), 
respectively;  Michigan  hosted  one  at 
W.RB.O.  15  Aug,  one  on  2 Sep,  and  2 
on  10  Sep  in  Berrien  (CB),  plus  2 in 
Allegan  10  Sep  (RB).  Also  in  Michigan 
were  single  Hudsonian  Godwits  in 
Berrien  21  Aug  (CB)  and  Arenac  9 Oct 
(SAJ).  Normally  a rare  fall  migrant,  24 
Hudsonian  Godwits  were  at  Big  Stone 
3 Sep  (PCC,  PHS),  and  small  num- 
bers visited  four  additional  Minneso- 
ta counties,  including  a late  juv.  in 
Aitkin  18  Oct  (AXH,  PHS).  Seven 
Hudsonian  Godwits  at  Wisconsin  Pt.  22  Sep 
(TIB)  was  an  unusual  number  for  that  loca- 
tion. Two  Marbled  Godwits  in  Dodge  18-28 
Aug  (SF)  and  one  in  Burnett  17  Sep  (BD)  were 
all  for  Wisconsin,  while  Michigan  only  had 
one  in  Berrien  14  Aug  (CB). 

Single  Red  Knots  in  Big  Stone,  MN  9 Sep 
(BJU)  and  Ashland,  WI  15  Aug  (RSB)  were  the 
only  reports  of  this  declining  species.  Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers  peaked  at  1754  at  Big 
Stone  6 Aug  (PCC,  PHS).  In  Wisconsin,  West- 
ern Sandpipers  were  reported  in  Manitowoc 
21-26  Aug  (CS)  and  Dodge  16  Sep  (DT).  Back 


Michigan's  first  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  was  unfortunately  shot  by 
a hunter  near  Alma,  Gratiot  County  on  5 November  2006.  Photograph 
by  Stan  Anthony. 
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Establishing  the  fifth  Minnesota  record,  and  earliest  ever  by  more  than  a month,  was  this  juvenile  Purple  Sandpiper  at  Lake 
Winnibigoshish  26-29  (here  26)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Ben  4.  Wleland. 


in  Minnesota,  Baird’s  Sandpipers  peaked  at 
267  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  20  Aug  (PHS,  JMj).  Min- 
nesota’s 5th  Purple  Sandpiper,  at  L.  Win- 
nibigoshish, Cass  26-29  Sep  (vt.  BAW,  m.ob.), 
was  that  state’s  earliest  ever  by  more  than  a 
month.  Wisconsin  reported  one  in  Sheboygan 
5-7  Nov  (TCW)  and  another  in  Manitowoc  26 
Nov  (AH).  Purple  Sandpipers  arrived  in  no 
fewer  than  eight  Michigan  locations  in  Nov, 
including  a flock  of  3 at  the  AuSable  R. 
mouth,  Iosco  8 Nov  (BH,  GM).  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers peaked  at  845  at  Big  Stone  6 Aug 
(PCC,  PHS). 

Wisconsin  experienced  another  good  mi- 
gration of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers,  with  22 
reports  from  10  counties;  106  birds  in  16 
Minnesota  counties,  however,  was  low  for  the 
4th  consecutive  fall.  Unusual  for  W.P.B.G.  was 
a high  count  of  12  Buff-breasteds  23  Aug.  Co- 
operative in  Wisconsin  was  a juv.  Ruff  in 
Oconto  16-18  Aug  (TIB,  m.ob.).  Possibly  Min- 
nesota’s best  migration  of  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  included  a flock  of  200  birds  at 
Heron  Lake  W.T.E,  Jackson  22  Aug  (JSc);  the 
statewide  total  was  ca.  600  birds  in  25  coun- 
ties. Wisconsin  had  single  Red  Phalaropes  in 
Milwaukee  13-18  Sep  (JI)  and  Waukesha  18 
Oct  (MG). 


Cook  15  Aug  (*Bell  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory). Stay  tuned  for  more  in  winter! 

Unusual  for  Michigan  was  a flock  of  6 
Sabine’s  Gulls  at  Keweenaw  Bay,  Baraga  22 
Sep  (ph.  JY  et  al).  Most  Michigan  sightings 
are  singles,  such  as  the  ad.  in  Berrien  13  Sep 
(TBa).  Up  to  4 Sabine’s  were  shared  by  Min- 
nesota and  Wisconsin  at  Duluth-Superior  20- 
23  Sep,  and  singles  visited  Brown,  MN  9 Sep 
(ph.  BTS)  and  Portage , W1 30  Sep-3  Oct  (GJ). 
Michigan  had  another  good  flight  of  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes,  including  4 at  W.RB.O., 


documented,  plus  up  to  a dozen  unidentified 
jaegers.  During  late  Sep,  it  was  not  uncom- 
mon to  have  6 jaegers  in  view  simultaneous- 
ly! Also  exceptional  were  “inland”  Pomarine 
Jaegers  in  Marquette , WI  30  Sep  (DC,  TRS) 
and  Blue  Earth,  MN  15-19  Oct  (RMD,  CCB, 
ph.  JPM).  Michigan  also  reported  good  num- 
bers of  jaegers,  including  a juv.  Pomarine  in 
Wayne  11  Nov  (AR)  and  5 Parasitics  (plus  54 
unidentified  jaegers)  at  W.RB.O.  Also  at 
Whitefish  Pt.  was  a juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  23 
Sep  (TA,  DJ);  another  flew  by  Wisconsin  Pt. 
22  Sep  (RJ). 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  fall,  Ancient  Mur- 
relet  showed  up  at  W.RB.O.  (p.a.,  TA); 
though  24  km  away  and  four  days  later,  this 
may  have  been  the  bird  found  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tahquamenon  R.  14  Oct  (ph.  TA).  Else- 
where in  Michigan,  up  to  4 Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  continued  at  Chum’s  Corners, 
Grand  Traverse  ( fide  AMB),  and  2 lingered  in 
Berrien,  Ml  through  mid-Aug;  Wisconsin  had 
them  in  three  counties.  Outstanding  was  the 
presence  of  a White-winged  Dove  at  W.RB.O. 
1-15  Nov  (EBu,  TA,  KZ),  and  2 birds  were 
seen  together  there  4-11  Nov.  Tardy  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos  were  at  W.RB.O.  2 Oct  and 
Dane,  WI  16  Oct  (PA).  A Bam  Owl  was 
picked  up  dead  in  Milwaukee,  WI  4 Nov  (SD). 
Probably  related  to  last  winter’s  irruption 
were  Snowy  Owls  in  Bay,  MI  22  Aug  (LD) 
and  Marathon,  WI  29  Aug  (DB).  The  4th  oc- 
currence of  Burrowing  Owl  in  Minnesota  for 
2006  was  a pair  in  Stevens  Jul-14  Aug  (ph. 
DO).  Exceptionally  late  was  the  Ruby-throat- 
ed  Hummingbird  in  Clinton,  MI  9 Nov  (RBa, 
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Ibis  stunning  juvenile  Little  Gull  was  found  at  Tiscornia  Beach  in  Berrien 
County,  Michigan  1 September  2086.  Photograph  by  Matt  Hysell. 


GULLS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Michigan  hosted  the  Region’s  only  Laughing 
Gull  at  Baw  Beese  L.,  Hillsdale  12-13  Sep  OR). 
All  three  states  reported  above-average  num- 
bers of  Little  Gulls.  Minnesota  welcomed  an 
ad.  at  L.  Winnibigoshish,  Cass  15  Oct  (BAY/) 
and  an  imm.  at  Ironton  W.T.P.,  Crow  Wing  17- 
27  Oct  (JSB,  BAW,  DST).  Up  to  4 visited  Du- 
luth 18  Sep-7  Oct  (m.ob.),  with 
one  also  seen  across  the  state  line  in 
Douglas,  WI  9-22  Sep  (RJ).  Wiscon- 
sin had  7 Little  Gulls  in  Sheboygan 
6 Aug  (TCW)  and  one  in  Ashland 
17-25  Oct  (RSB).  Michigan  report- 
ed single  Little  Gulls  in  Arenac  and 
Berrien,  several  in  Iosco,  including  a 
juv.  27  Aug  (RDz),  3 in  Huron  19 
Oct  (DD,  MW),  and  one  at  W.RB.O. 

12  Nov.  Black-headed  Gull  was 
documented  in  Douglas,  WI  30  Sep 
(RJ),  Milwaukee,  WI  11  Nov  (DT), 
and  Jackson,  MN  21-22  Oct  (CMB, 

JWH,  ph.  DWK).  Almost  expected 
was  the  Mew  Gull  in  Milwaukee, 

WI  4-14  Nov  (TCW,  m.ob.).  Neither  Michi- 
gan’s California  Gull  at  St.  Joseph,  Berrien  1 
Nov  (ph.  CB)  nor  Minnesota’s  in  Clay  (BWF, 
ph.  RMD,  KRE  et  al.)  could  be  refound.  Fur- 
nishing a 2nd  Wisconsin  record  was  an  ad. 
Slaty-backed  Gull  at  Superior,  Douglas  17-19 
Nov  (RJ,  ph.  LS).  Present  since  21  Jul,  Min- 
nesota’s first  Slaty-backed  was  found  dead  in 


one  in  Berrien  3 Nov  (TBa),  and  one  in  St. 
Clair  19  Nov  (JPe,  ph.  AR).  Two  kittiwakes 
loitered  in  Ashland,  WI  10-19  Nov  (ph.  RSB). 
An  Arctic  Tern  visited  Wisconsin  Pt.  23  Sep 
(m.ob.).  Exceptional  numbers  of  jaegers  at 
relatively  close  range  were  enjoyed  by  many 
at  Wisconsin  Pt.  and  Park  Point,  Duluth,  MN. 
At  least  2 Pomarines  and  10  Parasitics  were 
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Michigan's  sixth  Ancient  Murrelet  spent  an  hour  at  the  Tahquamenon  River 
mouth,  Chippewa  County  29  October  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Tom  Auer. 


fide  ATC).  Minnesota’s  4th  Anna’s  Humming- 
bird visited  a feeder  in  Dakota  29-31  Oct 
(p.a.,  ph.  SY).  Also  at  feeders  were  a Rufous 
Hummingbird  in  Dane,  WI 15  Oct-4  Nov  (JL) 
and  single  Rufous/Allen’s  in  Roseau , MN  10 
Aug  (pit.  TAd)  and  Kenosha,  Wl  early  Sep+ 
(EB). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two-dozen  American  Three-toed  Woodpeck- 
ers in  n.  Minnesota  was  the  most  reported 
there  in  decades.  Michigan  reported  up  to  3 
birds  in  Keweenaw  (p.a.),  and  Wisconsin  at- 
tracted one  in  Douglas  24  Nov+  (LS).  Wis- 
consin’s 3rd  Say’s  Phoebe  was  found  10  Sep  at 
Mequon  Nature  Preserve  in  Ozaukee  (JSt). 
Less  unusual  was  one  at  Big  Stone  4 Sep  (ph. 
BJU).  Providing  a 3rd  Michigan  record  was  an 
imm.  male  Vermilion  Flycatcher  at  Big  Bay, 
Marquette  1 1 Oct+  (ph.  HC,  SH,  PCC,  CP, 

m. ob.).  The  Region’s  only  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher visited  Keweenaw,  MI  30  Sep  (ph.  JK, 
KT  et  al.). 

A White-eyed  Vireo  lingered  through  24 
Aug  in  Iowa,  WI  (AH).  The  largest  irruption 
of  Gray  Jays  in  20  years  was  evident  by  Oct 
along  the  North  Shore  and  subsequently  in 
nw.  Minnesota.  Tufted  Titmouse  strayed  as  far 

n.  as  Iron,  Wl  15  Oct  (BRo)  and  Dickinson  in 
the  U.E  (RWa,  fide  GO,  EO).  Carolina  Wrens 
also  marched  northward  to  Itasca  and  Otter 
Tail  in  Minnesota,  and  Delta  and  Emmet  in 
Michigan.  Nicely  documented  was  a Rock 
Wren  in  Alger,  MI  15  Oct  (ph.  AI).  Loitering 


Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  in- 
cluded one  in  Milwaukee,  WI 
20  Oct  (TW)  and  one  at 
W.RB.O.  15  Nov. 

Mountain  Bluebird  was 
found  in  five  Minnesota  loca- 
tions, including  2 females  in 
Chippewa  19  Aug  (RBJ)  and  a 
male  in  Big  Stone  30  Oct 
(BJU);  the  others  were  along 
the  North  Shore.  A total  of  39 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  was  the 
most  ever  found  in  one  season 
in  Minnesota.  Michigan  also 
had  more  than  usual,  with 
four  reports  from  the  U.R,  in- 
cluding 2 in  Keweenaw  19  Nov 
(LD,  JK)  and  2 in  Alger  24 
Nov  (PM,  fide  SH).  In  Wisconsin,  a 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  passed  through  Douglas 
5 Oct  (RSB),  and  2 returned  to  their  usual 
wintering  location  in  Sauk  1 1 Nov  (PR).  Most 
unusual  for  the  North  Shore  was  a Sprague’s 
Pipit  in  St.  Louis  17  Sep  (JCG,  JG). 

Lingering  warblers  in  Wisconsin  included 
a Blue-winged  in  Milwaukee  22 
Oct  (RD),  a Magnolia  in  Door  8 
Nov  (SP),  and  a Cape  May  in 
Milwaukee  14  Nov  (DG).  East- 
erly was  an  Audubon’s  Warbler 
in  Milwaukee,  WI  2 Nov  (DG). 

Wisconsin's  2nd  Townsend's 
Warbler  was  found  by  many 
and  photographed  (JI)  in  Mil- 
waukee 29  Oct-4  Nov;  another 
was  briefly  seen  in  Houghton, 

MI  7 Nov  (p.a.,  JK,  RHa).  A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  appeared 
in  Berrien,  MI  5 Oct  (WEJ). 

Late  warblers  in  Milwaukee  in- 
cluded Prairie  5 Nova-  (BC, 
m.ob.),  Blackpoll  14  Nov  (DG), 
and  Hooded  5 Nov  (TW);  the  latter  2 were 
record  late  for  Wisconsin. 

Another  Summer  Tanager  strayed  to  the 
North  Shore  in  Lake  8-25  Nov  (KEH,  ph. 
LME,  JWL);  s.  Minnesota  had  Summer  Tan- 
agers  in  Hennepin,  Olmsted,  and  Steele.  Michi- 
gan’s summer  pair  lingered  in  Berrien  through 
16  Aug,  and  another  Summer  Tanager  was 
late  in  Alger,  MI  26  Nov+  (TB,  ph.  SCH).  In 
Michigan,  Marquette's  first  Green-tailed 


Towhee  lingered  in  Taccolini’s  back  yard  13 
Oct+  (LT,  AMB,  CP,  m.ob.).  Most  unusual 
among  4 Spotted  Towhees  in  Minnesota  was 
one  at  Hoyt  Lakes,  St.  Louis  14  Oct  (ALE, 
NAJ).  Behind  schedule  were  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  in  Ashland,  Wl  5 Nov  (RSB)  and  Ke- 
weenaw, MI  17  Nov  (ph.  JK,  LD).  The  North 
Shore  attracted  a Lark  Bunting  at  Split  Rock 
Lighthouse  S.P.  18  Aug  (ph.  DAG).  Less  wide- 
spread than  normal  for  Wisconsin  were  Nel- 
son’s Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  in  Milwaukee  18 
Sep-8  Oct  and  Dane  20  Sep-4  Oct  (ST),  but 
more  than  usual  were  migrants  in  nine  Min- 
nesota counties.  Away  from  its  usual  migra- 
tion route  in  w.  Minnesota  was  a Smith’s 
Longspur  at  Castle  Danger,  Lake  5-7  Oct 
(JWL  et  al.).  An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting 
was  photographed  at  Maplewood,  Ramsey, 
MN  18  Nov  (p.a.,  RA).  An  early  Rusty  Black- 
bird reached  Ashland,  WI  31  Aug  (TO).  Late 
for  Wisconsin  was  a Baltimore  Oriole  in  Dane 
5 Nov  (AP);  even  later  was  a male  in 
Rochester,  MN  10  Nov  (ph.  WJK).  Furnish- 
ing Minnesota’s  13th  record  were  3 Gray- 
crowned  Rosy-Finches  in  Carlton  27  Nov+ 


(ph.  MS,  m.ob.).  Michigan’s  long-staying 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  was  last  reported  in 
Cass  12  Nov  (DLJ). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Betsy  Abert,  Tom  Adams  (TAd),  Robert 
Amos,  Stan  Anthony,  Phil  Ashman,  Tom  Auer, 
Sean  Bachman,  Tim  Baerwald  (TBa),  Robin 
Ballard  (RBa),  Chris  Barrigar,  Ty  & Ida  Bau- 
mann (TIB),  Patrick  B.  Beauzay,  Ericka 
Behling,  Dan  Belter,  Chris  C.  Benson,  Jo  & 
Steve  Blanich  (JSB),  Tony  Block,  Ryan  S. 
Brady,  Rick  Brigham,  Conny  M.  Brunell,  Erin 
Burke  (EBu),  Adam  M.  Byrne,  Allen  T.  Chatti- 
er, Philip  C.  Chu,  Daryl  Christensen,  Bill 
Cowart,  Hiram  Cram,  Seth  Cutright,  Scott 
Diehl,  Robert  Domagalski),  Louie  Dornbroski 
(Michigan),  Brian  Doverspike,  Robert  M. 
Dunlap,  Dan  Duso,  Ryan  Dziedzic  (RDz), 


r;  A Experienced  Wisconsin  birder  Jim  Frank  encountered  an  unfamiliar  warbler  near  Bradford  Beach,  Milwaukee  21  Oct. 
J flCarefu!  observation  from  as  close  as  15  feet  as  it  foraged  for  20  minutes  with  numerous  kinglets,  permitted  minute 
documentation  of  every  field  mark.  Frank  eventually  concluded  that  it  was  a Yellow-browed  Warbler  (Phyiloscopus  inorna- 
tus).  If  accepted  by  the  Wisconsin  records  committee,  it  would  be  placed  on  the  state  list  as  a hypothetical  species,  since  it  was 
a single-observer  sight  record.  This  would  be  the  first  interior  report  of  this  Siberian  species  known  for  its  vagrancy  to  w.  Alas- 
ka; the  species  was  also  located  in  Baja  California  Sur,  Mexico  in  Mar  2007. 


Michigan's  ninth  Green-tailed  Towhee  appeared  in  the  Marquette  backyard  of 
Louis  Taccolini  1 3 October  2006  and  remained  through  the  fall  (here  28  October) 
and  winter  seasons.  Photograph  by  Robert  Epstein. 
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Kim  R.  Eckert,  Laura  M.  Erickson,  Roger 
Eriksson,  Marty  Evanson,  Audrey  L.  Evers, 
Sean  Fitzgerald,  Jim  Frank,  Ben  W.  Fritch- 
man,  Janet  C.  Green,  John  Green,  Maureen 
Gross,  David  A.  Grosshuesch,  Dennis 
Gustafson,  Skye  Haas,  Russ  Hanson  (RHa), 
Max  Henschell,  Anthony  X.  Hertzel,  Scott  C. 
Hickman,  John  W.  Hockema,  Randy  Hoffman 
(Wisconsin),  Karsten  & Ellen  Hogenson 
(KEH),  Bob  Holdreith,  Aaron  Holschbach), 
John  Idzikowski,  Amanda  Ingraham,  Nancy 
A.  Jackson,  Robert  B.  Janssen,  Gerry  Janz, 
Don  Jennette,  Scott  A.  Jennex,  David  L.  John- 
son, Robbye  Johnson,  Wendy  E.  Jones,  Jeanie 


M.  Joppru,  Joe  Kaplan,  William  J.  Kass,  Dou- 
glas W.  Kieser,  James  W.  Lind,  Joan  Lindberg, 
Bill  R.  Litkey,  Stan  Madziar,  William  C. 
Marengo,  James  R Mattsson,  Gerry  McCar- 
ron,  Pat  McConnei,  Robert  Mead,  Matt  Meck- 
lenburg, Kip  Miller,  Helmut  Mueller,  Donna 
Oglesby,  Tim  Oksiuta,  Evelyn  Olson,  Gary  Ol- 
son, Andy  Pauiios,  Walter  G.  Pawloski,  Joan- 
na Pease  (JPe),  David  J.  Peters,  Sue  Peterson, 
James  Ponshair,  Caleb  Putnam,  Pat  Ready, 
Jack  Reinoehl,  Bobbi  Rongstad  (BRo),  Robert 
E Russell,  Jr.,  Alan  Ryff,  A!  Schirmacher,  John 
Schladweiler  (JSc),  Mike  Schrage,  Thomas  R. 
Schultz,  Nick  Seeger,  Julian  P.  Sellers,  Larry 


Seme,  Brian  T.  Smith,  Joe  Soehnel,  Charles 
Sontag,  jean  Strelka  (JSt),  Dan  Svingen,  Ped- 
er  H.  Svingen  (Minnesota),  Louis  Taccolini, 
Daryl  lessen,  Steve  Thiessen,  Dan  & Sandy 
Thimgan  (DST),  Keren  Tischier,  Bill  J.  Dozen, 
Roni  Wagner  (RWa),  Ben  A.  Wieland,  Myles 
Willard,  Todd  Wilson,  Richard  Wolinski, 
Thomas  C.  Wood,  Steve  Yahn,  Joseph  Young- 
man,  and  Kirk  Zufelt.  We  offer  sincere  thanks 
to  the  hundreds  of  contributors  who  could 
not  be  cited  here  individually.  @ 


Peder  H.  Svingen,  2602  East  4th  Street 
Duluth,  Minnesota  55812,  (psvingen@ci.umn.edu) 


Iowa  & Missouri 


Bill  Eddleman 


odest  rain  across  Iowa  in  early  Au- 
gust accompanied  a welcome  relief 
from  90-100°  F temperatures,  while 
Missouri  remained  dry  and  hot;  in  Iowa,  tem- 
peratures returned  to  near  normal,  and  pre- 
cipitation levels  were  slightly  above  normal 
there  but  much  below  normal  in  much  of 
Missouri.  The  first  half  of  September  was 
mild,  and  much  of  Missouri  continued  dry 
except  for  isolated  thunderstorms.  September 
gradually  grew  drier  and  cooler,  and  the  first 
freeze  of  the  season  was  recorded  at  Spencer, 
Iowa  on  the  20th.  Relatively  mild  conditions 
over  most  of  the  Region  persisted  into  early 
October.  Continued  southerly  winds  kept 
both  weather  and  birds  quiet  in  the  skies,  but 
precipitation  began  to  fall  in  many  areas  that 
had  seen  little  in  Missouri.  A strong  cold  front 
10-12  October  resulted  in  a statewide  freeze 


in  Iowa,  with  significant  snowfall  in  the 
north.  Another  front  pushed  through  at  the 
end  of  October,  plunging  temperatures  to  well 
below  normal.  Much  of  November  saw  errat- 
ic fluctuations  in  temperature  between  cold 
and  above-normal  temperatures.  Heavy  snow 
hit  northern  Iowa  in  early  November,  only  to 
be  washed  away  within  a week  by  rain.  The 
result  was  a relatively  slow  and  erratic  migra- 
tion, with  some  early  arrival  records  and 
some  birds  lingering  late. 

Abbreviations:  Grammer  (Grammer  Grove, 
Marshall,  IA);  Hitchcock  (Hitchcock  W.M.A. 
hawkwatch,  Pottawattamie,  IA);  M.S.L. 
(Maryville  Sewage  Lagoons,  Nodaway,  MO); 
R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanctu- 
ary, formerly  Riverlands  Environmental 
Demonstration  Area,  St.  Charles,  MO);  Say- 
iorvilie  (Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  IA);  S.C.R. 
(Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO);  S.R. 
(Smithville  Res.,  Clay/Clinton,  MO);  T.G.P. 
(Tower  Grove  Park,  St.  Louis,  MO);  T.R.W. 
(Thompson  River  Wetlands,  Livingston,  MO). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Low  waterfowl  numbers  in  n.  Iowa  contrast- 
ed with  large  numbers  along  the  Mississippi 
R.  and  cen.  reservoirs.  Waterfowl  increased  in 
Missouri  after  water  conditions  improved  in 
mid-season.  A record  of  6 Black-billed 
Whistling-Ducks,  documented  at  the  St. 
Louis  Zoo  8 Aug  2005,  is  being  evaluated  by 
the  Missouri  Bird  Records  Committee.  A sum- 
mering Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at 
R.M.B.S.  remained  through  fall  (SS,  CM,  BR, 
tJPU,  m.ob.).  Snow  Goose  numbers  peaked 
at  102,000  at  S.C.R.  28-29  Nov  (DE,  TR),  and 
300,000+  flew  over  Hitchcock  29  Nov  (JT). 


Ross’s  Geese  peaked  at  624  at  S.C.R.  28  Nov 
(DE).  Two  Black  Brant  in  Clay,  IA  10  Oct 
provided  the  2nd  state  record  for  the  nigricans 
subspecies  (tLAS,  TDB,  TDA).  Cackling 
Geese  arrived  early  in  Iowa,  with  4 at  Say- 
lorville 21  Sep  (AB);  the  peak  was  1630  in 
Guthrie,  IA  29  Nov  (SJD).  The  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  counted  52,700  Tundra 
Swans  along  the  Mississippi  R.  between  Pools 
4 and  14  (partly  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin) 
20  Nov.  Thousands  of  wigeon,  scaup,  and 
Canvasbacks  on  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Allama- 
kee, IA  arrived  with  the  10-12  Oct  cold  front, 
as  did  700  Blue-winged  Teal  at  De  Soto 
N.W.R.,  Harrison,  IA  (BB),  3045  Green- 
winged Teal  at  Saylorville,  and  30  American 
Black  Ducks  at  Pool  9,  Allamakee,  IA 
(U.S.EW.S.).  Canvasback  numbers  peaked  at 
161,750  in  Pool  9 on  7 Nov  (U.S.EW.S.). 
Continuing  a recent  fall  trend,  all  three  scot- 
ers were  widespread.  The  first  Surf  Scoters 
were  at  four  locations  in  Iowa  on  11-12  Oct; 
Regional  totals  were  17  at  10  Iowa  sites  and  8 
at  six  Missouri  sites.  White-winged  Scoters 
appeared  in  Missouri  at  R.M.B.S.  1 Nov  OWE, 
JPU);  totals  were  14  at  four  Iowa  locations 
and  6 at  four  Missouri  sites.  The  first  Black 
Scoter  was  a record-early  bird  at  Saylorville  12 
Oct  (JG);  7 were  at  four  Iowa  sites;  and  10 
were  at  six  Missouri  sites.  Each  state  had  five 
Long- tailed  Duck  sightings.  An  early  female 
Bufflehead  was  at  Cardinal  Marsh,  Win- 
neshiek, IA  20  Aug  (DK).  Similarly,  a Com- 
mon Merganser  was  at  Saylorville  through 
Sep  (tJG,  AB,  SJD,  RC). 

Gray  Partridge  was  35%  below  the  10-year 
average  in  Iowa  and  only  reported  n.  of  Story 
(Iowa  Department  of  Natural  Resources). 
Ring-necked  Pheasants  declined  22%  since 
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This  Sandhill  Crane,  photographed  just  north  of  Sikeston,  Scott  County,  Missouri,  first  appeared 
in  mid-July  2006  and  remained  through  at  least  mid-  (here  3)  September.  Small  numbers  of 
Sandhill  Cranes  have  summered  in  Missouri  in  recent  years,  but  this  one  was  the  farthest  south. 
Photograph  by  Leslie  Keith  Koller. 


2005  and  were  17%  below  the 
10-year  average.  Greater  Prairie- 
Chickens  seem  to  be  doing  well 
at  the  lek  in  Ringgold , IA  (KD, 

JS).  A flock  of  8 flew  across  Hwy. 

136  about  16  km  w.  of  Burling- 
ton Jet.,  Atchison , MO  16  Aug 
(DE).  Notable  loon  reports  in- 
cluded 3 Iowa  and  5 Missouri 
Red-throated  Loons  and  4 total 
Pacific  Loons,  one  in  Missouri 
and  3 in  Iowa.  Four  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  reported  in  Iowa, 
the  earliest  being  in  Kossuth , 1A 
14  Sep  (RG);  the  sole  Missouri 
bird  was  at  Thomas  Hill  Res., 

Randolph  19-24  Nov  OWE,  Jean 
Leonatti  et  al). 

Two  imm.  or  female  Anhingas 
were  seen  soaring  over  Hitch- 
cock 6 Nov,  a 2nd  record  for 
Iowa  (tJT).  Several  heron  species 
lingered,  including  a record-late 
American  Bittern  n.  of  Ames,  Sto- 
ry, IA  27  Nov  (WO).  Five  Great 
Egrets  lingered  until  late  Nov,  in- 
cluding a record-late  one  in 
Guthrie,  IA  29  Nov.  Snowy  Egret 
is  now  regular  through  Sep  in  the 
St.  Louis,  MO  area;  one  at  Columbia  Bottom 
C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO  24  Sep  was  late  (BR).  One 
late  Cattle  Egret  was  at  Otter  Slough  C.A., 
Stoddard,  MO  25  Nov  (SD,  BRe).  A Green 
Heron  in  Delaware,  IA  4 Nov  provided  the 
2nd  latest  record  for  the  state  (BSc),  while  a 
Glossy/White-faced  Ibis  in  Johnson,  IA  27  Oct 
was  record  late  (DP). 

A highlight  of  the  fall  was  an  imm.  Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  at  Weldon  Spring  C.A.,  St. 
Charles,  MO  10-28  Aug  (tCM,  tDE,  m.ob.). 
In  w.  Iowa,  raptor  counts  were  below  three- 
year  averages  at  Hitchcock  (MO),  but  hawk- 
watchers  had  record-high  counts  at  Grammer, 
in  the  east  (MPr).  An  exception  at  Hitchcock 
was  11  Oct,  when  631  Red-tailed  Hawks 
passed,  and  17  Oct,  when  the  Region’s  only 
Ferruginous  Hawk  of  the  season  was  spotted 
(tMO).  At  Grammer,  record  highs  included 
Bald  Eagle  (335)  and  Broad-winged  Hawk 
(1703).  An  imm.  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  at  un- 
usual location  near  Brumley,  Miller,  MO  23 
Sep  (tBR,  Brad  Jacobs  et  al.).  Peregrine  Fal- 
con reports  included  31  at  Hitchcock,  9 at 
Grammer,  20  at  other  Iowa  sites,  and  11  in 
Missouri.  The  earliest  migrant  was  at  Sun- 
shine L.,  Ray,  MO  5 Aug  (RF).  Twelve  Prairie 
Falcons  were  sighted,  the  first  in  Pottawat- 
tamie, IA  11  Oct  (MO  et  al.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  only  Yellow  Rail  reported  was  in  Decatur, 


IA  4 Oct  (tBBa,  TNJM).  An  imm.  Common 
Moorhen  in  Fremont,  IA  27  Oct  (KD)  was  the 
2nd  latest  on  record.  Summering  Sandhill 
Cranes  lingering  into  fall  in  Missouri  includ- 
ed an  ad.  just  n.  of  Sikeston,  Scott  through  at 
least  mid-Sep  (ph.,  tLeslie  Koller)  and  2-4  at 
B.  K.  Leach  C.A.  and  Clarence  Cannon 
N.W.R.,  Lincoln  through  16  Sep  (SS  et  al.,  Al 
& Lois  Smith).  On  5 Sep,  3 imm.  Whooping 
Cranes  from  the  Wisconsin  project  arrived  in 
Hancock,  I A and  stayed  through  Oct  (Joan 
Garland,  SCEP). 

Generally,  shorebird  habitat  was  poor  (too 
dry,  big  rivers  too  high)  but  better  along  the 
reservoir  system  in  the  cen.  and  s.  parts  of 
Iowa.  American  Golden-Plovers  hit  their 
highest  count  since  the  early  1990s:  205  at 
Union  Slough  N.W.R.,  Kossuth,  IA  5 Oct  (PH, 
MCK).  Possibly  the  largest  fall  concentration 
of  Semipalmated  Plovers  on  record  was  175  at 
Pinchey  Bottoms,  Marion,  IA  6 Aug  (JS,  AB); 
among  the  few  in  Missouri  were  3 tying  the 
latest  date  at  Montrose  C.A.,  Henry,  MO  28 
Oct  (SD).  Five  Piping  Plovers  were  away  from 
Missouri  R.  nesting  areas  in  Iowa  (RG  et  al.); 
the  sole  Missouri  bird  was  one  at 
Schell-Osage  C.A.,  St.  Clair,  MO  3 Sep  (Lisa 
Berger,  Charles  Burwick).  Among  several  late 
Solitary  Sandpipers  was  a nearly  record-late 
bird  at  Macon  City  L.,  Macon,  MO  24  Oct 
(Andrew  Forbes,  EW  et  al.).  Small  numbers 
of  Greater  Yellowlegs  occurred  into  Nov  (SD, 


BRe).  A total  1035  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs at  Union  Slough  N.W.R., 
Kossuth,  IA  (SJD)  was  the  largest 
in  fall  in  Iowa  since  1991.  The 
2nd  latest  fall  Ruddy  Turnstone 
was  at  Saylorville  21  Oct  (AB).  A 
Red  Knot  was  in  Marion,  IA  10 
Aug  (TAB,  tJR),  while  the  only 
Missouri  report  was  of  one  at 
Bean  L.,  Platte,  MO  8 Oct  (Doug 
Willis).  Notable  high  counts  of 
Least  Sandpipers  included  a 
record  690  at  Union  Slough 
N.W.R.,  Kossuth,  IA  30  Aug 
(MCK).  A Ruff  that  first  ap- 
peared in  summer  was  still  pres- 
ent at  Runnells  W.A.,  Marion,  IA 
1 Aug  (RIA,  PHA).  An  injured 
juv.  Long-billed  Dowitcher  fur- 
nished the  2nd  latest  record  for 
the  state  at  Runnells  W.A.,  Polk, 
IA  26  Nov  (SJD).  Two  Red 
Phalaropes  in  Iowa  included  one 
at  Union  Slough  N.W.R.,  Kossuth 
13-16  Sep  (tMCK,  tSSP,  TPH, 
tDA,  tJG)  and  one  at  Rathbun 
Res.,  Appanoose  14  Oct  (tSJD). 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  oc- 
curred at  Saylorville  22  Aug 
(tAB,  tJG)  and  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  IA  8- 
24  Sep  (tJG,  tCC).  Numbers  of  Franklin’s 
Gulls  peaked  at  19,400  at  Red  Rock  Res., 
Marion,  IA  1 1 Oct  (SJD)  and  9000  at  Rathbun 
L.,  Appanoose,  IA  11  Oct  (RLC).  Franklin’s 
Gull  counts  were  relatively  low  in  Missouri, 
the  most  being  600  at  S.R.  28  Oct  OWE).  An 
ad.  Little  Gull  was  at  Rathbun  L.,  Appanoose, 
IA  11  Oct  (TSJD).  The  faithful  Black-headed 
Gull  was  at  its  traditional  spot  at  Spirit  L., 
Dickinson,  IA  4 Aug-13  Oct  (ET,  TJG).  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  peaked  at  780  at  Saylorville  10 
Nov  (AB,  SJD)  and  600  at  Thomas  Hill  Res., 
Randolph/Macon,  MO  28  Oct  OWE).  An  ad. 
Mew  Gull  was  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  IA 
24  Sep-2  Oct  (TCE,  TCC,  TMI,  TDA,  TAB). 
The  2nd  earliest  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on 
record  was  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  IA  17 
Sep  0G.  AB).  The  five  sightings  of  Sabine’s 
Gulls  included  up  to  3 each  at  Saylorville  24 
Sep-17  Oct  (m.ob.)  and  Thomas  Hill  Res., 
Randolph/Macon,  MO  23-25  Sep  0PU,  EW, 
Phil  Wire,  SK).  A Common  Tern  at  Saylorville 
24  Oct  (SJD,  AB)  was  the  latest  in  the  state, 
and  the  same  was  true  of  a tardy  Forster’s  Tern 
at  S.R.  28  Oct  OWE).  Large  flocks  of  Black 
Terns  included  150+  at  Winfield  Dam,  Lin- 
coln, MO  3 Aug  (SS)  and  200  at  Red  Rock 
Res.,  Marion,  IA  8 Sep  0G,  SJD). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WRENS 

Over  100  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  near 
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grain  elevators  in  Chillicothe,  Livingston,  MO 
5 Nov  (SK).  Two  Barn  Owls  were  at  new  loca- 
tions in  Iowa:  Decatur  (tNJM)  and  Ida  (BFH, 
ph.  DoP).  A real  surprise  was  a Burrowing 
Owl  at  Seven  Cities  Sod  Farm,  Scott,  IA.  The 
farm  owners  said  it  has  been  there  two  sum- 
mers but  was  only  pointed  out  to  birders  7 Sep 
and  stayed  until  1 Oct  (tWMZ,  tJG,  tSF,  tDA, 
tCC,  tJSc).  A Common  Nighthawk  in  Win- 
nebago, IA  21  Oct  was  the  3rd  latest  on  record 
OB),  and  804  were  tallied  at  Kirkwood,  St. 
Louis,  MO  11  Sep  OWE).  A record-late  Whip- 
poor-will  was  calling  16  km  n.  of  Rogersville, 
Webster,  MO  30  Sep  (Andrew  Kinslow).  Pro- 
viding considerable  excitement  to  photogra- 
phers, Iowa’s  2nd  Green  Violet-ear  appeared 
at  a feeder  in  Sioux  City,  Woodbury  14-19  Sep 
(tJLP,  tBFH,  tGLV).  Pileated  Woodpeckers 
are  becoming  more  prevalent  in  nw.  Missouri, 
where  2-3  were  found  at  Bob  Brown  C.A.,  Holt 
15  Aug  (MR);  up  3 were  at  Trudeau  C.A., 
Atchison  15  Aug  (MR);  and  one  was  at  S.C.R. 
25  Nov  (Sherry  Leonardo,  m.ob.). 

It  was  a very  good  year  for  fall  migrants  at  the 
banding  station  at  Missouri  Western  College  in  St. 
Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO,  the  only  known  station  operating 
in  the  Region,  31  Aug-24  Oct  (Jack  Hilsabeck).  Some  no- 
table banding  totals  and  dates  included  15  Blue-headed 
Vireos;  Marsh  Wrens  18  Sep  and  6 Oct;  48  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets  17  Sep-24  Oct;  68  Orange-crowned  Warblers  24 
Sep-19  Oct;  113  Nashville  Warblers  31  Aug-18  Oct;  6 
Mourning  Warblers;  20  Wilson's  Warblers,  the  last  22  Sep; 

58  Song  Sparrows;  34  Lincoln's  Sparrows,  the  earliest  13 
Sep;  30  Swamp  Sparrows;  and  83  White-throated  Spar- 
rows, beginning  30  Sep. 

The  songbird  migration  seemed  intermit- 
tent and  weak  to  some  observers  but  great  to 
others.  Huge  numbers  of  swallows  and  a 
strong  Catharus  and  warbler  flight  were  noted 
in  cen.  Iowa,  and  a strong  warbler  migration 
occurred  in  ne.  Iowa  (SJD,  DeC,  MPr,  AB). 
Alder  Flycatchers  were  first  seen  4 Aug  in 
Missouri:  3 at  Bob  Brown  C.A.,  Holt  and  one 
at  Dupree  C.A.,  Buchanan  (MR);  the  latest 
was  one  in  Greene  31  Aug  (Dorothy  Thur- 
man). A juv.  Eastern  Phoebe  was  record  late 
in  Cerro  Gordo,  IA  19  Nov  (PH,  RG).  Two 
Scissor- tailed  Flycatchers  were  found  in  Iowa: 
in  Kossuth  13  Sep  (tMCK,  CF)  and  at  Owego 
Wetlands,  Woodbury  2 Oct  (GLV).  A Fish 
Crow  remained  at  Winfield  Dam,  Lincoln,  MO 
11  Oct  OWE)-  About  14,000  Tree  Swallows 
were  present  at  Saylorville  21  Sep  (AB,  SJD), 
and  800  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
were  more  than  usual  at  Myre  Slough,  Win- 
nebago, IA  11  Sep.  Three  swallow  species 
were  the  2nd  latest  on  record  in  Polk,  IA:  a 


juv.  Tree  Swallow  at  Big  Creek  S.P  25  Nov 
(SJD);  a Purple  Martin  23  Oct  (AB);  and  12 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  19  Oct 
(JS).  A high  total  of  55-60  Sedge  Wrens  was  at 
Bob  Brown  C.A.,  Holt,  MO  15  Aug  (MR). 

KINGLETS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A record  early  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  visited 
T.G.P  19  Aug  (TJackie  Chain).  Flocks  of  more 
than  100  American  Pipits  are  not  often  ob- 
served in  the  Region,  but  sightings  this  fall  in- 
cluded 200  at  Hawk  Point  Sod  Farm,  Lincoln, 
MO  21  Oct  OWE);  125+  at  Mozingo  L„  Nod- 
away, MO  21  Oct;  250  in  Cass,  IA  22  Oct  (AB, 
JG);  350  in  Audubon,  IA  27  Oct  (SSP);  and 
200  late  birds  at  St.  Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO  18 
Nov  (RF).  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  found  twice 
in  Iowa:  3 at  Kellerton  Grasslands,  Ringgold  3 
Oct  (tJS)  and  one  in  Clay  14  Oct  (tLAS,  tJG, 
tPH,  tDA).  As  birders  continue  to  focus  on 
its  specialized  habitat,  this  species  may  prove 
to  be  regular  in  Iowa. 

Thirty-one  warbler  species  were  reported 
in  Iowa  this  season,  with  16  Black-throated 
Green  Warblers  and  25  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers especially  remarkable  totals  in  Van  Buren 

9 Sep  (SJD,  AB);  likewise  noteworthy  were  19 
Nashville  Warblers  in  Story  23  Sep  (SSP),  24 
Black-and-white  Warblers  in  Polk  3 Sep 
(BEn) , and  up  to  50  Bay-breasted  Warblers  in 
Decatur  12  Sep  (NJM).  Yellow-rumped  War- 
blers arrived  early,  with  an  imm.  in  Clay  20 
Aug  (LAS)  the  3rd  earliest  ever;  numbers 
peaked  8 Oct  with  200  in  Jefferson,  IA  (DiP) 
and  130  in  Story,  IA  (KLP,  SSP).  A high  of  139 
was  at  Big  Lake  S.P,  Holt,  MO  11  Oct  (TR). 
Missouri’s  5th  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  at 
Thomas  Hill  Res.,  Randolph  25  Nov  (tJWE, 
tJPU,  SS).  Several  warblers  lingered  at  feed- 
ers, including  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  that 
returned  to  Scott,  IA  and  stayed  through  the 
season  (WMZ);  a male  Prairie  Warbler  at 
Bonne  Terre,  St.  Francois,  MO  11-12  Nov 
(ph.,  tjenny  Gunn),  record  late  by  two 
months;  and  a record-late  Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  at  Richmond  Heights,  St.  Louis,  MO 
12  Nov  (TM.  Voss).  A rare  fall  Blackpoll  War- 
bler was  at  Forest  Park,  St.  Louis  23  Oct  (ph., 
tSherry  McCowan).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush 
furnished  the  2nd  latest  record  for  Iowa  in 
Van  Buren  9 Sep  (SSP,  KLP).  Connecticut  War- 
blers are  exceedingly  rare  migrants  in  Iowa, 
so  2 at  Bacon  Creek  Park,  Woodbury  25  Aug 
(tBFH)  are  noteworthy.  An  ad.  male  Hooded 
Warbler,  a probable  breeder  and  casual  for  w. 
Missouri,  lingered  at  Weston  Bend  S.P,  Platte 

10  Sep  (TKristi  Mayo). 

A record-late  Lark  Sparrow  was  in  Polk,  IA 
15  Oct  (BEn).  Good  numbers  of  Grasshopper, 
Henslow’s,  and  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  re- 
ported from  both  states.  A Henslow’s  Sparrow 


in  Decatur,  IA  30  Oct  was  record  late  (tNJM), 
while  a Le  Conte’s  in  Clay,  IA  26  Aug  was 
record  early  (LAS).  A record-early  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  at  Bigelow  Marsh,  Holt,  MO  31 
Aug  (TR).  A White-crowned  Sparrow  in  Tama 
21  Sep  was  the  3rd  earliest  ever  for  Iowa 
(MPr).  Dark-eyed  Juncos  of  note  included  the 
state’s  2nd  earliest  in  Marshall,  IA  13  Sep 
(MPr).  An  estimated  3000  Lapland  Longspurs 
turned  up  in  rural  Polk,  IA  10  Nov  (AB). 
Smith’s  Longspurs  were  in  four  different  Iowa 
counties,  the  peak  of  21  coming  from  Kossuth 
15  Oct  (MCK).  A record-high  count  92  Dick- 
cissels  was  made  at  Bigelow  Marsh,  Holt,  MO 
31  Aug  (TR).  At  least  130  Western  Mead- 
owlarks were  at  the  Rosecrans  Airport, 
Buchanan,  MO  13  Oct  (MR).  Five  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  in  Clay,  IA  1 Oct  were  2nd  earliest 
on  record  (tLAS),  and  300  were  in  Warren,  IA 
8 Nov  (JS).  Underlining  concern  about  the 
decline  of  Purple  Finch  in  the  Region,  the 
sole  Missouri  bird  was  at  Mound  City,  Holt  22 
Nov  (TR).  Common  Redpolls  were  in  ones 
and  twos  in  Polk,  IA  9 Nov  (SJD),  Dickinson, 
IA  11  Nov  (ET),  and  Union,  IA  19  Nov  (]G). 
A Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  was  w.  of  its  usual 
range  at  Hawk  Pt.,  Lincoln  21  Oct  and  19  Nov 
OWE). 

UNDOCUMENTED  RARITIES 

The  following  reports  were  received  with  no 
details,  and  have  not  yet  been  reported  to  the 
Missouri  Bird  Records  Committee:  a Eurasian 
Wigeon  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO 
25  Nov;  and  2 ad.  Soras  with  5 young  at  the 
Dexter-area  rice  fields,  Stoddard,  MO  2 Sep. 
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boldface):  Danny  Akers,  Ben  Baldwin  (BBa), 
Bob  Barry  (BB),  Dick  Bierman  (DB),  John 
Bisell,  Aaron  Brees,  Christopher  Caster,  Ray 
Cummins,  Stephen  Dilks,  Stephen  J.  Dins- 
more,  Keith  Dyche,  Joseph  W.  Eades,  David 
Easterla,  Bill  Eddleman  (Missouri),  Chris  Ed- 
wards, Bery  Engebretsen  (BEn),  Carolyn  Fis- 
cher, Steve  Freed,  Jay  Gilliam,  Rita  Goranson, 
Paul  Hertzel  (Iowa),  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Matt  C. 
Kenne,  Steve  Kinder,  Darwin  Koenig,  Char- 
lene Malone,  Kristi  Mayo,  Wolf  Oesterreich, 
Mark  Orsag,  Shane  S.  Patterson,  Diana  Pesek 
(DP),  Diane  Porter  (DiP),  Don  Poggensee 
(DoP),  Jerry  L.  Probst,  Mark  Proescholdt 
(MPr),  Bill  Reeves  (BRe),  Mark  Robbins, 
Tommie  Rogers,  Bill  Rowe,  Jim  Scheib  (JSc), 
Bill  Scheible  (BSc),  Lee  A.  Schoenewe,  Scott 
Schuette,  Jim  Sinclair  (JS),  Ed  Thelen,  Jerry 
Toll,  Josh  P.  Uffman,  Gerald  VonEhwegen 
(GLV),  Edge  Wade,  Walter  M.  Zuurdeeg. 
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Missouri  63701,  (eddlemanw@sbcgiobal.net) 
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Chris  Sloan  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


The  fall  2006  season  experienced  rela- 
tively normal  temperatures  and  precip- 
itation overall;  however,  the  conditions 
during  individual  months  were  more  variable. 
Temperatures  in  August  were  warmer  than 
normal,  in  large  part  due  to  a hot  period  dur- 
ing the  first  two  weeks  of  the  month,  when 
the  temperatures  reached  summer  maxima  of 
95°  F at  Louisville  on  three  days  (2,  7,  and  10 
August)  and  98°  F on  one  day  in  Nashville 
(10  August).  Temperatures  during  September 
and  October  were  cooler  than  normal,  but 
November  temperatures  were  warmer  than 
normal  to  normal  across  the  Region.  Precipi- 
tation was  above  average  in  Kentucky  during 
August  through  September,  especially  in 
western  Kentucky,  where  Paducah  experi- 
enced a record  amount  of  rain  in  September. 
By  contrast,  precipitation  in  Tennessee  was 
closer  to  normal  during  the  same  period.  The 
major  precipitation  event  of  the  autumn  oc- 
curred 22-23  September,  when  Louisville 
recorded  about  13  cm  of  rain,  causing  much 
local  flash-flooding.  November  was  drier  than 
normal  across  most  of  the  Region  except  in 
western  Kentucky,  where  it  was  again  wetter 
than  normal. 

The  rarity  of  the  season  was  the  Little  Stint 
at  Louisville,  a bird  that  represents  one  of 
only  a handful  of  interior  North  American 
records.  A close  second  was  the  Region’s  first 
record  of  Cave  Swallow,  two  birds  pho- 
tographed near  Memphis.  Other  rarity  high- 
lights included  a Wood  Stork  and  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  in  Kentucky,  and  Mottled 
Duck,  White-faced  Ibis,  and  Inca  Dove  in 
Tennessee.  By  season’s  end,  it  was  clear  that 
there  would  be  no  pronounced  flight  of  bore- 
al species,  notably  finches.  Natural  food 
crops,  including  evergreen  cones,  berries, 
acorns,  and  hickory  nuts,  all  appeared  to  be 
produced  in  average  to  slightly  below-average 
abundance. 

Abbreviations:  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in- 


cluding the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw. 
Shelby , TN);  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (Falls 
of  the  Ohio  National  Wildlife  Con- 
servation Area,  Jefferson,  KY);  Ken- 
tucky Dam  (Livingston/Marshall, 
KY);  Lake  No.  9 (w.  Fulton , KY); 
Pace  Pt.  (Big  Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee 
N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN);  Radnor  (Rad- 
nor L.  State  Natural  Area,  Nashville, 
TN);  Rankin  (Rankin  Bottoms, 
Cocke,  TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerhe- 
ber Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hender- 
son, KY);  S.  Holston  L.  ( Sullivan , 
TN);  Standifer  Gap  (Standifer  Gap  Marsh, 
Hamilton,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORK 

An  early-season  count  of  1000  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  at  Sauerheber  28  Nov  (MMr) 
was  relatively  impressive.  Cackling  Geese 
were  reported  from  Shelby,  TN  22  Nov  (one; 
DPr,  MTOS)  and  Britton  Ford,  Tennessee 
N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN  24  Nov  (6;  MaG,  ph.  MT). 
Two  early-season  Mute  Swans  in  Wayne,  KY 
19  Aug  (RDn)  and  Oldham,  KY  14  Sep  (BW) 
may  have  been  summering.  The  first  of  Sauer- 
heber’s  wintering  flock  of  Tundra  Swans  to  be 
reported  were  7 there  16  Nov  (MMr).  A Mot- 
tled Duck  at  Douglas  L.,  Sevier,  TN  5-9  Sep 
(tKDE,  ph.  JA,  ph.  DJ,  rn.ob.)  added  to  the 
growing  number  of  recent  records  for  the  Re- 


Mottled  Ducks  continue  to  be  detected  annually  in  the  Ten- 
nessee & Kentucky  Region;  this  one  was  at  Douglas  Lake, 
Sevier  County,  Tennessee  5 through  9 (here)  September 
2006.  Photograph  by  Jean  Alexander  and  David  Johnson. 

gion.  An  early-season  peak  count  of  2250 
Gadwalls  in  Henderson/Union,  KY  28  Nov 
(MMr)  was  noteworthy.  Unusually  early  wa- 
terfowl included  2 Gadwalls  at  Lake  No.  9 on 
14  Aug  (BPa,  RDn,  RDv)  and  a Common  Mer- 
ganser on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Louisville,  KY  1 Nov 
(EH).  About  10  Lesser  Scaup  on  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon,  KY  17  Sep  (BPa  et  al.)  were  probably 
summering  birds.  A summering  Ruddy  Duck 
continued  at  Lexington,  KY  into  late  Oct 
(SMa);  one  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  17  Sep 
(BPa  et  al.)  was  either  a summering  bird  or  an 
early  migrant. 

Between  one  and  6 Surf  Scoters  were  re- 
ported from  four  Kentucky  and  three  Ten- 
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nessee  locations  31  Oct-15  Nov.  Black  Scoters 
peaked  in  mid-Nov,  with  one  to  3 reported 
from  three  Kentucky  and  two  Tennessee  loca- 
tions 11-19  Nov,  while  one  or  2 White- 
winged Scoters  were  reported  from  two  Ken- 
tucky and  two  Tennessee  locations  29  Oct-24 
Nov.  A Surf  Scoter  at  S.  Holston  L.  14  Oct 
(DH,  RK  et  al.)  and  4 Black  Scoters  at  Mud  I., 
Shelby,  TN  on  the  same  date  (JRW)  were  un- 
usually early.  A Long-tailed  Duck  was  in  Hen- 
ry, TN  10  Nov  (MT),  and  3 were  at  S.  Holston 
L.  23  Nov  (RC  et  al.). 

Loon  migration  was  not  remarkable,  ex- 
cept for  a high  count  of  800  Common  Loons 
in  Henry,  TN  6 Nov  (MT).  The  rarer  loons 
were  even  rarer  than  usual  this  season.  Only 
2 Red-throated  Loons  were  reported,  both 
singles  at  S.  Holston  L.  8 Oct  (DH)  and  24 
Nov  (TM);  the  first  was  unusually  early.  The 
only  Pacific  Loon  was  in  Henry  6 Nov  (MT). 

A peak  count  of  1000  Horned  Grebes  in  Hen- 
ry, TN  24  Nov  (MaG,  MT)  was  exceptional. 
There  were  two  reports  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
in  Kentucky:  singles  on  L.  Cumberland,  Pu- 
laski 4-24  Nov  (ph.  RDn)  and  on  the  Ohio  R. 
at  Louisville  19  Nov  (JBe,  PB).  One  to  2 Red- 
neckeds  were  at  Pace  Pt.  6-24  Nov  (ph.  MT, 
MaG  et  al.).  Eared  Grebes  returned  to  S.  Hol- 
ston L.  30  Aug+  (RK)  for  the  13th  consecu- 
tive year.  One  to  2 Western  Grebes  were  at 
Pace  Pt.,  where  2 wintered  last  season,  6-29 
Nov  (ph.  MT,  MaG  et  al.).  The  peak  count  of 
American  White  Pelicans  for  the  Region  was 
630+  on  L.  Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  6 Oct  (DR). 
There  were  two  reports  e.  of  normal  occur- 
rence in  Kentucky:  4 in  Muhlenberg  late 
Jul-22  Sep  (DR  et  al.)  and  one  in  Jefferson  12 
Nov  (MSi).  Four  Anhingas  were  at  Mud  L., 
Shelby,  TN  13  Aug  (MT,  JRW),  and  one  was  at 
Shelby  Forest,  Shelby,  TN  19  Aug  (VR). 

Transient  American  Bitterns  were  reported 
widely  across  the  Region  in  above-average 
numbers;  one  in  Fentress,  TN  18  Nov  (BHS) 
and  one  at  Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  22 
Nov  (RS)  were  unusually  late.  The  only  Least 
Bittern  reported  in  Kentucky  was  one  at 
Sauerheber  14  Oct  (DR  et  al.);  in  Tennessee,  J 
singles  were  reported  at  the  Wal-Mart  Distri- 
bution Center,  Greene  5 Aug  (DH  et  al.)  and 
16  Sep  (DMi);  in  Shady  Valley,  Johnson  25  & 

30  Sep  (RK;  DH);  and  at  Standifer  Gap  4 Oct 
(DPt).  A Cattle  Egret  in  Union,  KY  9 Nov 
(BPa)  was  relatively  late.  Two  juv.  White  Ibis 
were  present  at  Lake  No.  9 on  9 Aug  (ph. 
DR),  with  one  continuing  there  through  14 
Aug  (BPa,  RDv,  RDn).  One  to  3 juvs.  were  at 
Rankin  5 Aug-1  Sep  (MSI,  RK  et  al.),  and  an 
ad.,  which  is  very  rare  in  the  Region,  was  at 
Kingston  Steam  Plant,  Roane,  TN  5 Aug 
(C&rLE).  A White-faced  Ibis  was  in  Lake,  TN 
10  Nov+  (NM,  ph.  MT,  rn.ob.).  Single  imm. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


TENNESSEE  & KENTUCKY 


A small  passage  of  Red-necked  Grebes  was  noted  in  November  2006  in  the  Ten- 
nessee & Kentucky  Region.  This  bird  was  present  on  Lake  Cumberland,  Pulaski 
County,  Kentucky  4-24  (here  5)  November.  Photograph  by  Roseanna  Denton. 


Wood  Storks  were  at  Rankin  late  Jul-5  Sep 
(RK,  MSI,  DMi,  m.ob.),  Lake  No.  9 on  9-13 
Aug  (ph.  DR,  RDn),  n.  Memphis  19  Aug 
(JRW,  MT),  and  Shelby  Forest,  Shelby,  TN  4 
Sep  (VR);  13  were  at  Memphis,  TN  18  Aug 
(JRW). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A juv.  Osprey  in  Hopkins,  KY  10  Nov  (BPa) 
was  relatively  tardy.  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  at 
Camp  Creek  Bald,  Greene,  TN  13  Aug  (DH  et 
al.)  was  rare  for  the  Region.  A Mississippi  Kite 
in  Maury,  TN  24  Aug  (BPu)  was  rare  away 
from  the  Mississippi  R.  area.  The  only  reports 
of  Northern  Goshawk  were  of  one  at  Roan 
Mt.,  Carter,  TN  30  Sep  (FA,  LaM)  and  a juv. 
in  Allen,  KY  20  Oct  (DR).  A dark-morph  Red- 
tailed Hawk  (either  calurus  or  harlani ) at  Pine 
Mt.,  Letcher,  KY  18  Sep  (SSw  et  al.)  was  rela- 
tively early  and  far  east.  A rare  dark-morph 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  in  Memphis,  TN  20 
Aug  (JRW,  MT).  An  early  dark-morph  Rough- 
legged Hawk  was  reported  from  Greene,  TN  7 
Oct  (DMi).  A Golden  Eagle  over  Marshall,  KY 
10  Nov  (DR)  furnished  the  only  Kentucky  re- 
port; in  Tennessee,  an  imm.  was  in  Bradley  9 
Nov  (ZB),  and  an  ad.  was  in  a regular  winter 
location  near  Pace  Pt.  19  Nov  (MT,  QBG).  It 
was  a banner  fall  for  Merlins,  with  singles  re- 
ported on  19  occasions  at  16  sites  in  Ken- 
tucky 22  Aug-28  Nov;  conversely,  only  2 
were  reported  from  Tennessee  30  Sep-9  Oct. 
Reports  of  Peregrines  other  than  local  nesting 
pairs  were  limited  to  single  birds  at  nine  sites 
17  Aug-late  Nov;  5 transients  were  banded 
during  the  season  at  Big  Bald  Mt.,  Unicoi,  TN 
(MH  et  al.). 

The  only  report  of  King  Rail  in  Kentucky 
was  one  at  Sauerheber  14  Oct  (DR  et  al.).  One 
to  2 Virginia  Rails  were  reported  at  four  Ken- 
tucky sites  17  Sep-24  Nov.  In  Tennessee,  one 
was  in  Chattanooga  11  Oct  (CBo,  CJ),  one 
(16  Sep)  to  3 (24  Nov)  were  at  the  Wal-Mart 
Distribution  Center,  Greene  (DMi),  and  small 


numbers  were,  as  usual,  present 
throughout  the  period  at  Standifer 
Gap  (DPt).  Soras  were  also  at  the 
Wal-Mart  Distribution  Center, 
Greene,  TN  1-15  Sep  (DMi)  and  at 
Standifer  Gap  through  15  Nov 
(DPt).  An  early  Sandhill  Crane  was 
present  at  Sauerheber  25  Sep  (JBr); 
the  first  flights  commenced  during 
the  last  10  days  of  Oct,  with  a peak 
count  in  Kentucky  being  1200  over 
Hart  22  Nov  (MSu). 

Shorebird  habitat  was  not  re- 
markably extensive  this  season, 
and  notable  peak  counts  were  gen- 
erally lacking.  There  were  at  least 
four  Kentucky  reports  of  Piping 
Plover:  singles  in  Muhlenberg  15  Aug  and  12 
Sep  (DR);  one  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  15-16 
Aug  (TB,  CBe,  MY  et  al.),  with  perhaps  a dif- 
ferent individual  there  26  Aug  (TB);  and  2 at 
the  Minor  Clark  Hatchery,  Rowan  24  Aug 
(MWr,  MiG  et  al.),  with  one  remaining  there 
through  29  Aug  (TH,  ph.  LH).  In  Tennessee, 
2 were  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi  R. 
across  from  Mud  I.,  Memphis,  TN  6 Aug 
(JRW).  American  Avocets  appeared  only 
twice  in  Kentucky:  8 at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
(MWa  et  al.)  and  4 in  Muhlenberg  (DR),  both 
15  Aug.  In  Tennessee,  single  birds  were  re- 
ported from  Rankin  1-20  Sep  (RK,  m.ob.), 
Austin  Springs,  Washington,  1 Oct  (RK),  and 
Pace  Pt.  14  Nov  (MT). 

Unusually  late  were  single  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  Trigg,  KY  24  Nov  (BL)  and  Jeffer- 
son, KY  27  Nov  (BW),  and  2 Lesser  Yellowlegs 


at  Sauerheber  26  Nov  (BY,  MY).  Reports  of 
Willets  were  limited  to  one  to  2 at  four  sites 
in  Kentucky  13  Aug-9  Sep  and  one  to  6 at 
two  sites  in  Tennessee  26  Aug-17  Sep.  The 
only  reports  of  Upland  Sandpiper  were  of  2 in 
Rowan,  KY  5 Aug  (ph.  LH  et  al.),  one  heard 
over  s.  Jefferson,  KY  17  Aug  (DR),  and  one  at 
Ensley  20  Aug  (MT,  JRW).  Two  Whimbrels  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  15  Aug  (MWa)  will  rep- 


resent a first  fall  record  for  Kentucky  if  ac- 
cepted by  the  B.R.C.  Outside  of  e.  Tennessee, 
only  a single  Ruddy  Turnstone  was  report- 
ed— on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Memphis,  TN  5 
Aug  (JRW).  in  e.  Tennessee,  where  generally 
uncommon,  4 were  found  between  three  lo- 
cations 2-5  Sep.  Sanderlings  and  Western 
Sandpipers  were  also  scarce,  although  18  of 
the  former  at  Rankin  1 Sep  (RK)  was  an  ex- 
ceptional number. 

The  rarity  highlight  of  the  season  was  a Lit- 
tle Stint,  an  ad.  in  worn  alternate  plumage,  at 
Louisville,  KY  16-21  Aug  (ph.  BPa,  m.ob.). 
Well-documented  reports  of  Little  Stint  in  the 
interior  of  North  America  are  quite  scarce, 
and  this  represents  the  first  for  the 
Ohio/Mississippi  valleys  region.  One  to  2 
White-rumped  Sandpipers,  always  a good 
find  in  the  Region  in  fall,  were  reported  at 
four  Kentucky  sites  1-26  Sep;  those  that  were 
closely  observed  were  all  ads.  Seven  White- 
rumpeds  at  Rankin  7 Sep  (RK,  m.ob.)  was  an 
exceptional  number.  Bairds  Sandpipers  were 
not  especially  conspicuous,  with  only  singles 
reported  at  seven  Kentucky  and  three  Ten- 
nessee locales  2 Aug-23  Oct.  A count  of  650 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  Lake  No.  9 on  21  Aug 
(DR)  was  a noteworthy  peak  count.  A juv. 
Dunlin  at  Sauerheber  25  Sep  (tJBr)  was  un- 
usual and  may  represent  the  first  Kentucky 
report  for  a juv.  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  relative- 
ly widespread  in  Kentucky,  with  a peak  count 
of  30  on  4 Sep  representing  an  all-time  high 
count  for  the  Louisville  area  (BPa  et  al.);  small 
numbers  were  found  as  far  e.  as  L.  Cumber- 
land, Pulaski  9 Aug-6  Sep  (RDn)  and  Rowan 
15  Aug  (LH).  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
were  reported  in  below-average  num- 
bers except  for  groups  of  7 at  Rankin 
26  Aug-3  Sep  (RK,  m.ob.)  and  12  on 
the  Mississippi  R.,  Carlisle,  KY  31  Aug 
(DR). 

Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  not 
numerous,  with  a peak  count  of  just  13 
at  Louisville  1-4  Sep  (BPa  et  al.);  one  at 
Sauerheber  10  Oct  (DR)  established  a 
new  late  departure  date  for  Kentucky. 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  made  a decent 
showing,  with  a rather  early  ad.  in 
Todd,  KY  6 Aug  (MBe,  DR).  A likely 
Long-billed  lingered  on  Kentucky  L., 
Marshall,  KY  through  27  Nov  (HC, 
ME).  A juv.  American  Woodcock,  still  retain- 
ing some  natal  down,  was  observed  along 
Open  Fork  Road,  Elliott,  KY  14  Aug  (EM);  it 
represented  an  unprecedentedly  late  breeding 
record  for  the  Region.  One  to  2 juv.  Wilsons 
Phalaropes  were  noted  at  three  Kentucky  and 
one  Tennessee  sites  9 Aug-6  Sep.  A Red- 
necked Phalarope,  always  rare  in  the  Region, 
was  at  Rankin  1-3  Sep  (RK,  m.ob.). 


Wood  Storks  remain  quite  rare  as  far  north  as  western  Kentucky, 
where  this  immature  was  present  9 (here)  through  13  August  2006. 
Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 
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TENNESSEE  & KENTUCKY 


These  two  juvenile  White  Ibis  were  part  of  a concentration  of 
waders  in  western  Fulton  County,  Kentucky  9 August  2006; 
one  lingered  until  14  August.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 

JAEGER  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

An  unidentified  distant  jaeger,  thought  to  be 
a juv.  Parasitic,  was  at  Pace  Pt.  4 Nov  (tMT, 
JoM,  DMo,  NH).  There  were  several  reports  of 
Laughing  Gulls  on  Kentucky  L.  and  L. 
Barkley,  KY  and  farther  s.  in  Henry , TN,  with 
one  to  5 reported  15  Aug-11  Nov.  Away  from 
the  Kentucky  L.  area,  a juv.  was  on  the  Ohio 
R.  at  the  mouth  of  the  Licking  R.,  Camp- 
bell/Kenton, KY  14-15  Sep  (DB,  ph.FR),  one 
was  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  Davidson , TN  30  Sep 
(JaM),  3 were  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi 
R.  across  from  Mud  L,  Memphis,  TN  29  Oct 
(JRW),  and  up  to  2 were  at  upper  Dou- 
glas L.,  Cocke,  TN  26  Aug-13  Sep 
(KDE,  RK,  DMi,  MSI  et  al.).  One  to  7 
Franklins  Gulls  were  found  at  four 
Kentucky  and  five  Tennessee  sites  11 
Sep-11  Nov;  otherwise,  one  was  rela- 
tively early  in  Henry,  TN  28  Aug  (MT 
et  al.),  and  131  on  an  island  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.  across  from  Mud  L,  Mem- 
phis, TN  29  Oct  (JRW)  was  the  only 
notable  concentration.  A juv.  Bona- 
parte’s Gull  at  Kentucky  Dam  21  Aug 
(DR)  was  earlier  than  normal.  The 
only  Kentucky  reports  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  were  a first-year  bird  at 
Kentucky  Dam  6 &r  19  Oct  (DR)  and 
an  ad.  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall  9 Oct 
(HC);  in  Tennessee,  a first-year  bird 
was  in  Henry  22  Oct-10  Nov  (MT  et 
al.).  A first-year  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was 
present  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  6-9  Sep  (vt. 
BY,  MY  et  al.). 

Least  Terns  completed  what  appeared  to  be 
a relatively  successful  nesting  season  on  the 
Mississippi  R.  and  lower  Ohio  R.;  ca.  150 
birds  were  still  at  a small  island  on  the  Ohio 
R„  Ballard,  KY  1 Aug  (JBr,  GB).  One  to  2 va- 
grant Least  Terns  were  found  in  Pulaski,  KY  3 
Aug  (ph.  RDn),  in  Jefferson , KY  26  Aug  (BPa, 
JBe,  PB),  and  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  26  Aug  (DR); 
a juv.  was  still  in  Ballard,  KY  17  Sep  (BPa  et 
al.).  The  peak  count  for  Caspian  Terns  was  ca. 
300  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon  1 1 Sep  (DR).  Black 
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Terns  put  in  a decent  showing,  with  one  to  25 
at  about  a dozen  Kentucky  sites  through  20 
Sep.  A peak  count  of  166  Forsters  Terns  was 
tallied  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  28  Oct 
(HC,  BH). 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  scarce,  with  the 
only  report  coming  from  Jefferson,  KY  11  Sep 
(JBe,  PB).  An  Inca  Dove  in  Hamblen  18  Oct+ 
(BB,  ph.  RC,  m.ob.)  furnished  the  3rd  record 
for  Tennessee  and  the  2nd  photographed. 
There  were  four  Kentucky  reports  for  Bam 
Owl:  a single  in  Pulaski  (RDn)  and  family 
groups  in  Henry  (GD,  BPa),  Bath  (JW,  EW), 
and  Owen  (WS,  EW).  The  earliest  report  for 
Short-eared  Owl  was  of  one  on  Big  Bald  Mt., 
Unicoi,  TN  13  Oct  (MH  et  al.);  one  was  also  in 
Washington,  TN  2 Nov  (BK).  The  only  Ken- 
tucky report  for  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was 
one  banded  in  Jefferson  20  Nov  (MMn  et  al.).  A 
very  tardy  Common  Nighthawk  was  observed 
in  Pulaski,  KY  17  Nov  (RDn).  Hummingbirds 
from  Nov  through  the  winter  season  will  be 
summarized  in  the  winter  season  report. 

Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  report- 
ed from  Kentucky  in  Madison  30  Aug  (TA) 
and  Boone  16  Sep  (LeM  et  al).  Numbers  in 
Tennessee  were  average,  with  one  late  report 
from  Knox  9 Oct  (KDE).  An  ad.  Eastern 


Wood-Pewee  with  bob-tailed  fledglings  in  e. 
Jefferson,  KY  16  Sep  (BW)  represented  a late 
nesting;  a very  tardy  individual  was  present  in 
Russell,  KY  12  Nov  (ph.  RDn).  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers  were  reported  in  above-average 
numbers  throughout  the  Region,  with  one  to 
2 at  five  sites  in  Kentucky  and  seven  sites  in 
Tennessee  5 Sep-25  Sep;  a Yellow-bellied  in 
Warren  1 1 Oct  (DR)  established  a new  late  de- 
parture date  for  Kentucky.  An  Alder  Flycatch- 
er (seen  and  call  notes  heard)  in  Pulaski  24-25 
Sep  (RDn)  represented  a new  late  departure 
date  for  Kentucky;  one  was  also  reported  at 
Radnor  20  Sep  (PCa,  FF,  SHI).  Both  Western 


Kingbirds  and  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  are 
now  regular  breeders  in  the  Region,  although 
Western  Kingbirds  are  thus  far  limited  to 
Shelby,  TN.  The  family  group  of  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  below  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon,  KY  was 
last  seen  1 Oct  (HC,  ME)  and  represented  a 
new  late  departure  date  for  the  state.  One  in 
Madison,  TN  23  Oct  (CRe)  was  also  late.  Five 
Western  Kingbird  x Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
fledglings  resulted  from  a male  kingbird  pair- 
ing with  a female  Scissor-tailed  in  North 
Memphis,  Shelby,  TN  (ph.  JRW);  this  combi- 
nation has  been  recorded  previously  but  is  ap- 
parently very  rare. 


Great  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to  be  quite  rare  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky 
Region,  especially  outside  of  winter.  This  first-year  bird  was  present  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Ohio  6-9  (here  7)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


VIRE0S  THROUGH  WAXWING 

Tardy  White-eyed  Vireos  were  banded  in 
Franklin,  KY  6 Nov  (AS)  and  observed  in  Jef- 
ferson, KY  13  Nov  (BW).  A Philadelphia  Vireo 
in  Anderson,  TN  8 Sep  (BHS)  was  slightly  ear- 
ly; 16  at  Radnor  4 Oct  (PCa,  FF)  was  an  un- 
usually high  number.  Three  Fish  Crows  in 
Knox,  TN  in  mid-Aug  (SHy)  added  to  the 
growing  number  of  reports  from  the 
Knoxville  area.  Unusually  late  swallows  in- 
cluded 2 Purple  Martins  in  Pulaski,  KY  24  Sep 
(RDn);  2 Northern  Rough-wingeds  in  Lyon, 
KY  10  Nov  (DR);  and  a Cliff  in  w.  Fulton  18 
Oct  (DR).  The  Region’s  long-expected 
first  record  for  Cave  Swallow  was  rep- 
resented by  2 at  the  mouth  of  the  Wolf 
R.,  Shelby,  TN  30  Sep  (ph.  JRW). 

There  was  only  a slight  movement  of 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  into  the  Re- 
gion; the  first  to  be  reported  was  one  in 
Shelby  Forest,  Shelby,  TN  16  Sep 
(MTOS),  but  the  species  remained 
scarce  by  the  end  of  Nov.  A Bewick’s 
Wren  was  found  in  Jackson,  TN  24  Sep 
(DC,  KM),  providing  one  of  very  few 
recent  records  of  this  species  for  the 
Upper  Cumberland  region.  The  earliest 
Winter  Wren  was  reported  from  Jeffer- 
son, KY  15  Sep  (CP,  fide  DPI).  Sedge 
Wrens  continue  to  make  a good  late- 
summer  showing  as  proba- 
ble/confirmed breeding  birds  in  Ken- 
tucky; this  season,  one  to  8 birds  were  detect- 
ed in  w.  F niton,  sw.  Hardin,  w.  Henderson,  ne. 
Jefferson,  e.  Muhlenberg,  and  s.  Nelson  (BPa  et 
al.);  probable  nesting  birds  lingered  in  ne.  Jef- 
ferson through  4 Nov  (BPa).  In  Tennessee, 
Sedge  Wrens  were  reported  from  five  locations 
8 Oct-29  Nov,  with  5 at  Heritage  Marsh,  White, 
TN  21  Oct  (SJS).  One  to  4 Marsh  Wrens  were 
noted  at  six  Kentucky  sites  25  Sep-30  Oct,  and 
one  to  6 were  at  five  Tennessee  sites  24  Sep-14 
Nov.  Six  juv.  Hermit  Thrushes  banded  at  Roan 
Mt.,  Carter,  TN  22  Aug-27  Sep  (RK)  indicated 
local  breeding.  Cedar  Waxwings  staged  a no- 
table flight  through  the  Region  from  mid- 
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Sep-mid-Nov,  but  it  appeared  by  late  Nov  that 
most  had  gone  farther  s.  for  the  winter. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warblers  began  moving  into  the  Region  in 
numbers  during  the  last  10  days  of  Aug.  A few 
warblers  lingered  beyond  normal  departure 
dates,  including  2 Tennessees  at  Standifer  Gap 
10  Nov  (DPt);  a Yellow  in  Livingston,  KY  6 
Oct  (DR);  a Magnolia  in  Hart , KY  18  Nov  (CF, 
fide  SK);  a Blackburnian  in  Carter , TN  5 Nov 
(FA);  a Cerulean  in  Boone,  KY  3 Sep  (LeM); 
and  a Louisiana  Waterthrush  in  Monroe,  KY 
27  Aug  (SJS,  WW).  A dead  Northern  Parula 
was  found  in  Elizabethton,  Carter,  TN  28 
Nov  (fide  BSt,  GW). 

Golden-winged  Warblers  were  reported  in 
above-average  numbers  throughout  the  Re- 
gion. An  impressive  8 were  reported  from 
Shelby  Forest,  Shelby,  TN  15  Sep 
(DPr).  Of  interest  was  a Magno- 
lia Warbler  initially  captured  and 
banded  in  Franklin,  KY  27  Sep 
and  recaptured  at  the  same  sta- 
tion 18  Oct  (AS),  indicating  a 
migratory  stopover  of  more  than 
three  weeks.  A Yellow  Palm  War- 
bler in  Barren,  KY  20  Oct  (ph. 

DR)  represented  only  the  2nd  re- 
port of  the  subspecies  hypochry- 
sea  from  Kentucky  and  the  first 
to  be  photographically  docu- 
mented. There  were  two  reports 
of  Blackpoll  Warbler  farther  w. 
in  Kentucky  in  fall  than  previ- 
ously reported:  one  in  Livingston 
17  Sep  (tBPa  et  al.)  and  one  in 
Trigg  8 Oct  (THC).  A loose 
group  of  ca.  30  Prothonotary 
Warblers  in  Calloway,  KY  4 Aug  (HC)  was 
rather  unusual.  A Northern  Waterthrush  ini- 
tially captured  and  banded  in  Franklin,  KY  25 
Sep  and  recaptured  at  the  same  station  7 Oct 
(AS)  indicated  a long  stopover.  Single  Con- 
necticut Warblers  were  in  Boone,  KY  2 Sep 
(LeM  et  al.)  and  Jefferson,  KY  16  Sep  (JBe). 
Single  Mourning  Warblers  were  at  Radnor  6 
Sep  OS,  FF)  and  at  Shelby  Park,  Nashville, 
TN  24  Sep  (joM,  RL,  NTOS).  A first-fall  male 
Canada  Warbler  was  banded  at  Clarks  River 
N.W.R.,  Marshall,  KY  on  the  incredibly  early 
date  of  2 Aug  (HC  et  al.). 

A tardy  female  Summer  Tanager  visited  a 
yard  in  Hamilton,  TN  19  Nov+  (MBu).  There 
were  three  reports  of  Clay-colored  Sparrow: 
singles  in  Jefferson,  KY  25  Sep  (JBe,  PB)  and  7 
Oct  (tEH,  TB)  and  one  in  Henry,  TN  5 Oct 
(DMa,  fide  MT).  Single  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  five  Kentucky  and  three 
Tennessee  locales  10  Oct-29  Nov.  Seven 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  still  in  Lewis,  TN  8 


Aug  (BPu,  CRo);  one  in  Warren,  TN  24  Oct 
(SMc)  was  likely  a transient.  A Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  picked  up  dead  in  a 
parking  lot  in  Daviess,  KY  19  Sep  (ph.  SA) 
represented  a new  early  fall  arrival  date  for 
the  state;  elsewhere,  singles  were  reported  in 
ne.  Jefferson  26  Sep  (MWa)  and  at  Shady  Val- 
ley, Johnson,  TN  30  Sep  (DH),  and  2 were 
found  at  Sauerheber  14  Oct  (DR  et  al.).  The 
earliest  American  Tree  Sparrows  were  one  in 
Millington,  Shelby,  TN  (DPr)  and  2 in  Lake, 
TN  (MaG),  both  21  Nov.  A Lark  Sparrow  was 
at  Ensley  3 Sep  (JRW).  The  earliest  Lapland 
Longspur  was  one  heard  over  ne.  Jefferson, 
KY  29  Oct  (BPa);  by  the  end  of  Nov,  decent 
numbers  were  being  reported  from  tradition- 
al wintering  areas  in  Fulton,  KY  (BY,  MY), 
Warren,  KY  (DR),  and  Lake,  TN  (MT).  Other 
reports  of  interest  in  Tennessee  were  8 in  Gib- 


son 18  Nov  (MaG)  and  one  in  Washington  13- 

21  Nov  (RK).  A female  Snow  Bunting  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  12  Nov  (BPa  et  al.)  was  the 
only  one  reported  in  the  Region.  An  extreme- 
ly late  nesting  record  for  Indigo  Bunting  was 
represented  by  young  that  fledged  from  a nest 
at  Ft.  Campbell,  Christian,  KY  25  Sep  (DMo). 
An  early  Rusty  Blackbird  in  e.  Jefferson  10 
Oct  (BW)  was  a prelude  to  a relatively  good 
showing  by  the  end  of  Nov;  one  in  Rowan,  KY 

22  Nov  (SF)  was  relatively  far  east.  A very 
tardy  oriole  that  appeared  to  be  a female  Bal- 
timore was  photographed  in  Rowan,  KY  25 
Nov  (ph.  PCo).  Winter  finches  were  nearly 
nonexistent,  with  only  a very  light  flight  of 
Purple  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  noted  in  the 
Region. 

Corrigendum:  The  75  Willets  at  Ft.  Loudoun 
L.,  TN  30  Apr  2006  (KDE)  were  not  in 
Loudoun  but  in  Knox.  Also,  Loudoun  was  in- 
correctly listed  as  a county  from  which  Fish 


Crows  were  reported  during  the  season. 
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The  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Region's  long-expected  first  record  for  Cave  Swallow  was  represented 
by  two  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wolf  River,  Memphis,  Tennessee  30  September  2006.  These  birds  were 
associating  with  hundreds  of  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 
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It  was  a good  season  to  be  a birder  in  the 
Region!  Several  strong  fronts  produced 
excellent  hireling  opportunities;  peak 
dates  for  passerine  migrants  were  8,  15,  and 
20  September,  7-8,  13-15,  and  21  October, 
and  3 November.  Temperatures  and  rainfall 
showed  little  variation  from  normal  in  any 
month.  Thankfully,  the  Region  avoided  tropi- 
cal storm  activity  this  year.  Several  fine  rari- 
ties are  detailed  below,  including  a first  record 
for  Mississippi. 

Abbreviations:  Belzoni  (catfish  ponds  w.  of 
Belzoni,  Humphreys , MS);  Dauphin  (Dauphin 
I.,  Mobile,  AL);  Ft.  Morgan  (Ft.  Morgan  State 
Historical  Park,  Baldwin,  AL);  l.C.P.  (Inland 
Coastal  Plain  Region  of  s.-cen.  Alabama); 
M.R.  (Mountain  Region  of  n.  Alabama);  Nox- 
ubee (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  Noxubee/Oktibbe- 
ha/Winston,  MS);  Swan  Creek  (Swan  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Limestone,  AL);  T.V.  (Tennessee  Val- 
ley Region  of  n.  Alabama);  Wheeler  (Wheeler 
N.W.R.,  Limestone/Morgan/Madison,  AL);  Ya- 
zoo (Yazoo  N.W.R.,  Washington,  MS). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORK 

Two  ad.  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks,  rare 
but  now  annual  in  Mississippi,  were  at  Yazoo 
3 Aug  (p.a.,  SJD),  and  another  was  in  Adams 
18  Sep  (p.a.,  WDM).  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  arrived  early  in  that  state  30  Sep,  with 
44  in  Lowndes  (GCK,  rn.ob.)  and  21  in  Nox- 
ubee (LC,  GCK,  rn.ob.).  Another  Greater 
White-fronted  was  locally  rare  in  Colbert,  AL 
27  Nov  (DJS).  Two  Snow  Geese,  likely  rare 
summering  birds,  were  discovered  3 Aug  at 
Yazoo  (SJD).  Rare  but  now  expected  in  small 
numbers,  single  Ross’s  Geese  were  at  Wheeler 
12  Nov  (SWM),  in  Russell,  AL  13  Nov  (EB),  at 
Noxubee  17  Nov  (TLS),  and  in  Colbert,  AL  27 


Occasional  but  possibly  increasing  as  a vagrant  inland  in  Alabama,  an  imma- 
ture Brown  Pelican  was  a surprise  1 August  2006  (here)  on  the  Alabama  River 
in  Monroe  County.  Photograph  by  Jeff  T.  Gamer. 


Nov  (DJS).  A probable  Cinnamon 
Teal  in  a female-type  plumage  was 
studied  6-11  Oct  near  Artesia, 

Lowndes  (p.a.,  TLS,  MHS);  if  ac- 
cepted, this  would  be  a first 
record  for  this  part  of  Mississippi 
and  one  of  few  for  the  state.  Prob- 
ably summering,  single  Green- 
winged Teal  and  Redhead  were  in 
Sunflower,  MS  3 Aug  (SJD).  Scot- 
ers are  rare  inland  treats;  a Surf 
was  in  Lee,  AL  5-6  Nov  (BM  et 
al.),  up  to  2 White-wingeds  pro- 
vided the  4th  l.C.P.  record  14 
Nov+  in  Elmore  (HHK,  rn.ob.), 
and  a Black  was  in  Marshall,  AL 
27  Nov  (LBR,  RAR).  Another  in- 
land rarity  was  the  Long-tailed 
Duck  12  Nov  on  Ross  Barnett 
Res.,  Rankin,  MS  (ph.  WM). 

Unusual  so  early,  particularly 
in  the  M R.,  a Common  Loon  was 
in  St.  Clair  15  Aug  (HHK,  rn.ob.). 

Rare,  especially  away  from  the 
coast,  single  Eared  Grebes  were 
in  Oktibbeha,  MS  13  Oct  (TLS) 
and  at  Swan  Creek  the  following 
day  (GDJ,  DGJ).  In  recent  years, 

American  White  Pelican  has  increased  signifi- 
cantly inland,  remaining  to  winter  in  some  ar- 
eas. Of  several  Alabama  reports,  most  signifi- 
cant were  250+  at  Weiss  L.,  Cherokee  3 Nov 
(W&rLB)  and  56  in  Marengo  12  Nov  (D&JS). 
Only  occasional  inland  in  Alabama,  single 
imm.  Brown  Pelicans  were  discovered  1 Aug 
on  the  Alabama  R.  in  Monroe  (JTG  et  al.,  ph.) 
and  at  Gantt  L.,  Covington  4-5  Nov  (ph.  JTG). 
Rare  but  becoming  regular  in  the  Delta  region 
of  Mississippi,  single  Neotropic  Cormorants 
were  found  3 Aug  at  Belzoni  and  in  Sunflower 
(p.a.,  SJD);  the  former  was  probably  the  same 


individual  photographed  2 Jul  at  that  site 
(SJD).  Fifteen  Anhingas  at  Noxubee  13  Sep 
(TLS,  rn.ob.)  were  notable. 

Not  often  detected  in  the  M.R.,  an  Ameri- 
can Bittern  was  in  Shelby  1 Oct  (DPG).  Three 
imm.  White  Ibis,  rare  in  the  T.V.,  were  at 
Wheeler  5 Aug  (SWM).  Increasing  in  the  Re- 
gion, but  particularly  in  Mississippi,  15  rare 
White-faced  Ibis  were  at  Yazoo  3 Aug  (SJD);  a 
lone  ad.  was  even  more  unusual  30  Sep-4  Oct 
in  Lowndes  (TLS,  JP  et  al.).  In  Alabama  away 
from  the  coast,  any  Plegadi s ibis  is  rare  and 
only  occasionally  identified  to  species;  a sin- 


"Ha-cha-cha-chaaaaaaa!" — Jimmy  Durante 


Paradoxically  grotesque  but  beautiful,  ungainly  yet  elegant,  Roseate  Spoonbill  captures  the  heart  of  any  birder.  Persecut- 
ed heavily  by  plume  hunters  in  the  Southeast  in  the  late  nineteenth  century,  this  singular  species  has  rebounded  thanks  to 
legal  protection  and  has  increased  dramatically  in  our  Region  in  recent  years.  The  upturn  has  been  most  prominent  in  Mis- 
sissippi, particularly  in  the  Delta  country  along  the  Mississippi  River.  Before  2002,  it  was  considered  quite  rare  in  the  state, 
but  beginning  that  year,  spoonbills  became  regular  in  some  numbers,  even  breeding  for  the  first  time  in  Yazoo  in  2004.  This 
fall,  an  exceptional  total  of  99  of  these  spatula-fronted  waders  provided  a new  state  maximum  3 Aug  at  three  sites  in  the 
Delta  e.  of  Greenville  (SJD);  a dazzling  89  birds  were  counted  at  Dutch  Brake,  Sunflower  that  day!  Up  to  5 set  a new  coastal 
high  in  Hancock  15  Jul-1  Sep  (NB),  2 were  photographed  in  Chickasaw  1 1 Aug  (WRP),  and  3 birds  graced  Lafayette  1-15  Sep 
(TH,  GCK,  SK). 

Spoonbills  are  far  more  unusual  in  Alabama,  with  a daily  historic  maximum  of  only  5 birds;  however,  the  species  has 
shown  a significant  increase  recently.  Of  40  definite  state  records,  only  three  were  before  1970,  with  nine  sightings  in  the  pe- 
riod 1971-1 996;  this  contrasts  with  28  occurrences  in  the  past  decade.  Lone  spoonbills  gave  joy  to  birders  in  Shelby  at  L.  Pur- 
dy 11-22  Aug  (HHW,  rn.ob.,  ph.)  and  at  Saginaw  15  Aug  (ph.  LK),  doubling  the  number  of  M.R.  records.  Another  individual 
was  spotted  near  the  Mobile  Causeway,  Baldwin  29  Oct  (BA). 
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gle  Glossy  and  2 White-faced  were  pho- 
tographed 20  Sep  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  Barbour 
(BGM),  the  latter  representing  only  the  4th 
inland  Alabama  record.  Six  Wood  Storks  15 
Aug+  in  Shelby  (LK,  m.ob.,  ph.)  were  rare  for 
n.  Alabama. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  LARIDS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  on  the  Tennessee  R., 
Madison/Marshall  20  Aug  (M&MR)  provided 
only  the  3rd  T.Y  record.  Locally  rare  was  a 
Mississippi  Kite  24  Aug  in  Marion,  AL  (JJ); 
the  ad.  27  Oct  in  Pearl  River,  MS  (NB)  was  far 
behind  schedule.  Swainsons  Hawk  is  rare  and 
erratic  on  the  Alabama  coast,  but  this  was  a 
banner  season.  Five  to  6 birds  were  split  be- 
tween two  locations  in  s.  Baldwin  beginning 
18  Oct  (DP,  BS,  J&KD,  m.ob.,  ph.);  another 
was  on  Dauphin  21  Oct  (DBo,  JB).  Rarely  not- 
ed, a Golden  Eagle  appeared  in  Macon,  AL  on 
the  early  date  of  7 Oct  (ECS),  and  another 
was  at  Belzoni  31  Oct  (PJB).  A Peregrine  Fal- 
con was  early  26  Aug  in  Baldwin,  AL  (MJj). 
Both  locally  rare  in  fall,  a Virginia  Rail  was  in 
Oktibbeha,  MS  beginning  29  Sep,  and  one  or 
more  Soras  were  at  the  same  spot  10  Oct+ 
(both  TLS).  Three  rare  reports  were  received 
of  (presumably)  summering  American  Coots, 
with  a high  of  9 birds  in  Hale,  AL  12  Aug 
(GJH).  For  only  the  2nd  summer  Alabama 
record  since  1960,  a Sandhill  Crane  was  in 
Sumter  6 Aug  (TK,  GJH,  m.ob.). 

An  impressive,  though  not  record,  tally  of 
542  Black-necked  Stilts  was  made  at  Belzoni  3 
Aug  (SJD).  Rare  away  from  the  coast,  6 Ameri- 
can Avocets  were  reported  from  four  sites;  par- 
ticularly unusual  was  an  M.R.  sighting  in  St. 
Clair  12  Aug  (TK,  HHK,  HHW  et  al.).  Also  no- 
table inland  were  four  reports  of  15  total  Wil- 
lets,  with  7 birds  20  Aug  in  Montgomery  (GTS, 
PS)  tying  the  previous  l.C.P.  fail  maximum.  A 
Long-billed  Curlew  24  Sep  at  Sardis  I... 
Lafayette  (GCK,  SK)  represented  only  the  3rd 
for  n.  Mississippi.  Not  often  found  inland,  a 
Ruddy  Turnstone  was  in  Montgomery,  AL  4 Sep 
(GTS).  A lone  White-ramped  Sandpiper  was 
unusual  for  fall  21  Aug  in  Colbert,  AL  (CAB). 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  is  rare  but  regular;  this  fall 
produced  six  reports  of  12  birds,  beginning 
with  an  early  individual  3 Aug  at  Belzoni  (SJD) 
and  ending  with  4 late  birds  9 Nov  at  Swan 
Creek  (DjS).  The  count  of  884  Stilt  Sandpipers 
3 Aug  at  Belzoni  (SJD)  was  noteworthy,  as  was 
a flock  of  20+  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  in  Shel- 
by, AL  9 Sep  (FC).  A female  Ruff  was  a fine  dis- 
covery 3 Aug  at  Belzoni  (SJD)  for  the  1 1th  Mis- 
sissippi record.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  is  only  oc- 
casional in  the  M.R.;  one  was  in  Shelby  30 
Sep-4  Oct  (HHW,  S&FF,  JMI  et  al.). 

Rare  but  regular  in  the  T.V,  4 Laughing 
Gulls  were  reported  from  three  sites  (SWM, 


Providing  a fourth  inland  Alabama  record,  this  White-faced 
Ibis  was  one  of  two  visiting  Eufaula  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Barbour  County  20  September  2006  (here).  Photograph  by 
Ben  G.  Moore. 

DJS  et  al).  Franklin’s  Gull  is  a regular  fall  tran- 
sient, generally  scarce  but  sometimes  occur- 
ring in  flocks.  From  Mississippi  came  six  re- 
ports of  12  total  Franklin’s,  beginning  17  Oct 
in  Oktibbeha  (TLS).  Of  Alabama’s  seven 
Franklin’s  reports,  most  notable  were  an  early 
imm.  24  Sep  in  Marshall  (ph.  SWM),  an  ad. 
for  the  6th  l.C.P.  record  in  Elmore  6-19  Nov 
(BKF,  m.ob.),  and  40+ , a new  maximum  for  in- 
land Alabama,  in  Marshall  9 Nov  (LBR).  Rare 
in  Alabama,  though  regular  and  increasing,  a 
first-year  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Wil- 
son Dam,  Colbert/Lauderdale  18  Nov  (GDJ, 
DGJ,  ph.);  a subad.  appeared  in  s.  Baldwin  28 
Nov  (BS).  More  unusual  in  Alabama,  though 
nearly  annual,  is  Great  Black-backed  Gull;  an 
ad.  and  a third-year  bird  were  early  beginning 
26  Sep  at  Pelican  L,  Mobile  (RAD,  LRD,  m.ob., 
ph.),  and  a first-year  bird  7 Oct  in  Marshall 


Earliest  on  record  for  inland  Alabama,  a first-year  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  dominated  the  scene  7 October  2006 
(here)  at  Guntersville,  Marshall  County.  Photograph  by 
Steve  IK  McConnell. 

(ph.  SWM)  provided  a new  early  inland  Ala- 
bama date.  Always  a spectacular  find,  and  only 
the  9th  for  Mississippi  (4th  inland),  a juv. 
Sabine’s  Gull  was  found  swimming  in  a cat- 
fish pond  in  Chickasaw  1 Sep  (p.a.,  ph.  WRP). 
Highly  unusual  outside  the  context  of  tropical 
storm  activity,  especially  far  inland,  a juv. 
Sooty  Tern  was  spotted  17  Oct  in  Oktibbeha, 
MS  (p.a.,  TLS).  A Caspian  Tern  at  Noxubee  20 
Oct  (TLS)  was  late.  More  than  300  Black  Terns 


2 Sep  at  Wheeler  Dam,  Lauderdale/Lawrence 
(SWM)  provided  the  2nd  highest  count  for  in- 
land Alabama,  and  an  estimate  of  12,400  at 
Dauphin  11  Sep  (JNW)  was  impressive. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

At  least  30  White-winged  Doves  were  in  Sil- 
verhill,  Baldwin  3 Sep  (BS,  ph.),  continuing  a 
recent  upward  trend  for  this  species  on  the 
Alabama  coast.  Rare  and  erratic  in  Alabama, 
single  Short-eared  Owls  were  in  Lauderdale  8 
Nov  (DJS  ,JM)  and  in  Lawrence  28  Nov  (DJS). 
An  avian  Whirling  Dervish,  2000+  Chimney 
Swifts  provided  a spectacle  going  to  roost  in 
Morgan,  AL  12  Sep  (SWM,  VM).  Buff-bellied 
Hummingbird  is  rare  but  increasing  in  Ala- 
bama; one  was  banded  in  Mobile,  Mobile  25 
Aug  (FB,  V&PDC,  ph.)  to  set  a new  state  ar- 
rival date  by  a wide  margin.  Of  similar  status 
in  Alabama,  single  Allen’s  Hummingbirds 
were  in  Cullman  as  early  as  26  Aug  (CL,  fide 
RRS,  ph.;  a returning  bird),  in  Jefferson  17 
Oct-15  Dec  (R&SR,  RRS,  b.,  ph.),  and  in 
Baldwin  25  Oct+  (FB,  D&CD,  b„  ph.). 

Rare  but  regular,  3 Olive-sided  Flycatchers 
were  at  Dauphin  16  Sep  (HEH,  T&JS,  MSVH 
et  al.,  ph.),  and  another  was  spotted  in  Jeffer- 
son 24  Sep  (GJH).  An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee 
was  behind  schedule  3 Nov  in  Birmingham, 
Jefferson,  AL  (TK  et  al).  Ten  reports  of  1 1 Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatchers  8 Sep-13  Oct,  most 
from  Alabama,  was  par.  Rare  but  regular  in 
coastal  Mississippi,  a Vermilion  Flycatcher 
was  in  Hancock  beginning  24  Oct  (NB).  West- 
ern Kingbird  is  scarce  inland,  and  the  individ- 
ual 22  Nov  in  Shelby  (HHW,  JG)  represented 
only  the  7th  M.R.  record.  Establishing  a new 
fall  maximum  for  Alabama,  54  White-eyed 
Vireos  were  banded  15  Oct  at  Ft.  Morgan 
(RRS,  MBS,  DB,  m.ob.);  at  that  site,  a rare-but- 
regular  Bell’s  Vireo  was  discovered  1 Oct  (MJJ 
et  al.).  Locally  rare  so  early  was  a Blue-headed 
Vireo  16  Aug  in  Winston,  AL  (LB).  Scarce  in 
Alabama,  single  Warbling  Vireos  were  at  Ft. 
Morgan  26  Sep  (RAD,  LRD)  and  in  Jefferson 
29  Sep  (LFG).  The  Philadelphia  Vireo  7 Sep  at 
Noxubee  (TLS)  set  a new  local  early  record. 

Flocks  of  1500+  Fish  Crows  flying  to  roost 
in  Macon  late  Sep-early  Oct  (ECS)  set  a new 
Alabama  maximum;  occasional  in  the  T.V., 
but  showing  signs  of  increase,  one  was  noted 
9 & 28  Nov  in  Lawrence  (DJS,  JM).  Unusual 
so  far  s.  into  the  l.C.P.,  a White-breasted 
Nuthatch  was  in  Montgomery  7 Sep  (CTS, 
PS).  An  exciting  first  Mississippi  record,  un- 
expectedly inland,  a Rock  Wren  delighted  ob- 
servers at  G.  P.  Cossar  S.P.,  Yalobusha  15 
Oct-4  Nov  (p.a.,  GCK,  SK,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Scarce 
now  in  our  area,  a Bewick’s  Wren  was  spotted 
in  Adams,  MS  21  Nov  (WDM).  Furnishing  a 
new  fall  maximum  for  Alabama,  50+  Hermit 
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Finding  a Sabine's  Gull  in  a catfish  pond  in  northeastern  Mississippi  certainly  made  for  a memorable  day's  birding!  This  juvenile  furnished  the  state's  ninth  record  1 September  2006  (here)  in 
Chickasaw  County.  Photograph  by  Wayne  R.  Patterson. 


Thrushes  were  at  Ft.  Morgan  3 Nov  (RAD, 
LRD).  At  least  6 rare  and  elusive  Sprague’s 
Pipits  were  ferreted  out  of  the  grass  at  two 
sites  in  s.  Baldwin,  AL  beginning  5 Nov  (BS, 
m.ob.);  another  was  found  21  Nov  in  Han- 
cock, MS  (p.a.,  NB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

The  rare  hybrid  Brewster’s  Warbler  was  a nice 
catch  at  Ft.  Morgan  6 Oct  (RRS,  MBS,  DB, 
m.ob.,  b.).  Of  several  uncommon  Nashville 
Warbler  reports,  most  notable  were  the  5 
birds  15  Sep  in  Colbert  (DJS,  m.ob.),  setting  a 
new  fall  T.V.  maximum.  Single  Cape  May 
Warblers,  rare  in  fall,  were  observed  17  Oct  in 
Yalobusha,  MS  (TLS,  GCK,  SK)  and  21  Oct  on 
Dauphin  (HEH,  JSt  et  al.).  Of  a few  rare  in- 
land Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  reports, 
outstanding  were  3 in  Jefferson,  AL  3 Sep 
(DB);  a male  in  Autauga  about  1 Nov  (DH) 
provided  a new  late  date  for  inland  Alabama. 
Good  counts  in  Hancock,  MS  of  15  Prairie 
Warblers  1 Sep  and  approximately  300  Palm 
Warblers  24  Oct  (both  NB)  must  have  set 
some  tails  wagging;  a Prairie  in  Barbour  17 
Nov  (LW)  established  a late  I.C.P.  record. 
Only  occasionally  recorded  in  fall,  a Con- 
necticut Warbler  was  an  excellent  find  at  Ft. 
Morgan  20  Sep  (LRD,  BT).  Rare  but  regular,  a 
Mourning  Warbler  was  in  Jefferson,  AL  3 Sep 
(RRS,  MBS).  At  Ft.  Morgan,  a Canada  Warbler 
banded  19  Oct  (RRS,  MBS,  DB,  m.ob.)  was 


the  2nd  latest  for  Alabama.  A Scarlet  Tanager 
in  Jefferson,  AL  3 Nov  (TK  et  al.)  was  tardy. 

Quite  scarce  inland,  lone  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  25  Sep  (TLS) 
and  in  Barbour,  AL  9 Nov  (LW).  Clay-colored 
is  an  expected,  low-level  transient  in  autumn 
on  the  Alabama  coast;  single  birds  were  at  two 
sites  in  s.  Baldwin  10-11  Nov  (LFG).  Fifteen 
was  an  excellent  count  for  Lark  Sparrow  25 
Aug  in  Colbert,  AL  (DJS).  Furnishing  a local 
area  arrival  record,  3 Savannah  Sparrows  were 
in  Oktibbeha,  MS  25  Sep  (TLS).  The  secretive 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  is  only  occasionally  dis- 
covered in  the  M.R.,  so  the  bird  30  Sep-1  Oct 
in  Shelby  (S&FF,  JMI,  HHW  et  al.)  was  no- 
table; another  was  spotted  31  Oct  in  Barbour 
(LW),  where  rarely  reported.  Providing  the 
7th  inland  Alabama  record,  a Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow  was  in  Shelby  30  Sep  (S&FF, 
JMI,  HHW).  The  White-throated  Sparrow  in 
Oktibbeha,  MS  1 Oct  (TLS,  MHS)  set  a new  lo- 
cal arrival  date.  Rarely  spotted  so  late  inland, 
a Painted  Bunting  was  in  Oktibbeha  26  Sep 
(TLS).  The  Dickcissel  in  Pearl  River,  MS  4 
Aug  (NB)  was  early.  Occasional  inland,  and 
rare  in  the  Region,  an  imm.  male  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  w.  of  Tuscutnbia,  Col- 
bert, AL  26  Sep  (JS,  fide  DJS). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Bob  Andrews,  Winston  & Linda  Baker, 
Phillip  J.  Barbour,  Larry  Barkey,  Fred  Bassett, 


Eric  Beohm,  Duane  Berger,  Devin  Bosler 
(DBo),  Justin  Bosler,  Ned  Boyajian,  Craig  A. 
Brown,  Fred  Carney,  Lawrence  Croft,  Virginia 
& P.  D.  Culbertson,  John  & Kay  Dillon, 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  David  & Carrie  Dortch, 
Lucy  R.  Duncan,  Robert  A.  Duncan,  Shirley 
& Frank  Farrell,  Barry  K.  Fleming,  Lawrence 
E Gardella,  Jeff  T.  Garner,  David  P George, 
Jessica  Germany,  Greg  J.  Harber,  Tom  Hear, 
Howard  E.  Horne,  Dick  Huckaby,  John  M. 
Imhof,  Debra  G.  Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson 
(Alabama),  Jud  Johnston,  Michael  J.  Jordan, 
Ty  Keith,  Helen  H.  Kittinger,  Gene  C.  Knight, 
Shannon  Knight,  Larry  Knorr,  Caila  Lament, 
Steve  W.  McConnell,  Vicki  McConnell, 
William  D.  McGehee,  Bailey  McKay,  Jason 
Mitchell,  William  Mitchell,  Ben  G.  Moore, 
Jim  Patterson,  Wayne  R.  Patterson,  David 
Plumb,  Rick  & Susan  Remy,  Linda  B. 
Reynolds,  Richard  A.  Reynolds,  Marion  & 
Mary  Roberts,  Martha  B.  Sargent,  Robert  R. 
Sargent,  Marion  H.  Schiefer,  Terence  L. 
Schiefer  (Mississippi),  Don  & Judy  Self,  Jim 
Shedd,  Tom  &Joan  Siegwald,  Damien  J.  Sim- 
beck,  Carolyn  T.  Snow,  Phil  Snow,  Eric  C. 
Soehren,  John  Stowers  (JSt),  Bill  Summerour, 
Betsy  Tetlow,  Jacob  N.  Walker,  Lorna  West, 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Steven  W.  Cardiff 


In  contrast  to  2005,  fall  2006  passed  with- 
out any  tropical  cyclone  activity  in  the 
Region.  The  first  fall  season  since  Hurri- 
canes Katrina  and  Rita  ravaged  southern 
Louisiana  saw  increased  access  and  services 
in  impacted  coastal  areas,  allowing  ornithol- 
ogists and  birders  to  step  up  their  assess- 
ments of  short-term  post-hurricane  status  of 
coastal  habitats  and  resident  and  migrant 
bird  species.  As  might  be  expected,  the  gen- 
eral consensus  was  that  many  resident 
species  remained  scarce  or  absent  over  wide 
areas.  However,  lots  of  disturbed  ground  and 
more  opened-up  vegetation  combined  with 
decent  summer  and  early  fall  rains  produced 
vast  areas  of  tall,  dense  weeds,  which  in  turn 
produced  healthy  numbers  of  many  migrant 
species  on  the  coast.  Relatively  frequent  pas- 
sage of  cold  fronts  throughout  the  period 
helped  reduce  widespread  rainfall  deficits 
and  also  produced  a fairly  steady  flow  of  mi- 
grants and  a number  of  early  arrival  records. 
Substantial  bird  movements  were  noted  29 
August  and  16-18  September  in  Arkansas, 
and  19-22  & 27-28  October  and  18-19  No- 
vember (mainly  arriving  wintering  species, 
e.g.,  Savannah  Sparrow)  on  the  Louisiana 
coast.  The  slow-moving  front  of  19-22  Octo- 
ber caused  a rare  autumn  "fallout”  on  the 
southwestern  Louisiana  coast,  with  Gray 
Catbirds  (2000+  on  21  October)  and  Indigo 
Buntings  (750  on  22  October)  the  most  nu- 
merous species  (D.  R Muth,  R A.  Wallace,  R 
M.  Benhain  et  al.).  It  was  a good  fall  for  sev- 


eral irruptive  species,  especially  Brown 
Creepers  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglets. 

Many  thanks  to  Michael  A.  Miodinow  and 
Max  and  Helen  Parker  for  extensive  assis- 
tance with  the  reports  from  Arkansas  detailed 
in  this  report. 

Abbreviations:  *=  specimen  to  Louisiana 
State  University  Museum  of  Natural  Science. 
County/parish  names  are  italicized ; coun- 
ties/parishes are  indicated  only  for  the  initial 
mention  of  a specific  locality,  and  states  are 
indicated  only  for  the  initial  mention  of 
counties/parishes,  except  to  avoid  confusion. 
For  records  of  “review  list”  species,  docu- 
mentation has  been  received  and  records 
have  either  been  accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is 
pending  by,  the  respective  state  bird  records 
committee. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

A pair  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  with 
8 young  at  Indian  Creek  Res.,  Rapides , LA  27 
Sep  (Jim  Johnson)  represented  a new  breed- 
ing locality  and  a late  nesting.  A late  flock  of 
13  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at  Cameron, 
Cameron , LA  1 Nov  surprisingly  included  3 
half-grown  young;  later  still  were  75  mixed 
with  125  Black-bellieds  at  Lacassine  N.W.R., 
Cameron  19  Nov  (SWC,  DLD).  The  status  of 
Cackling  Goose  in  Arkansas  is  still  uncertain, 
so  3 seen  at  Fayetteville,  Washington  6 Nov 
(MAM)  were  noteworthy.  About  35  Mottled 
Ducks  nw.  of  Arkansas  City,  Desha  1-4  Sep 
and  5 there  25  Nov  (DB,  SB)  were  thought  to 
be  lingering  individuals  from  the  rare  and  lo- 
cal e.  Arkansas  summer  resident  population. 
An  ad.  male  Tufted  Duck  at  L.  Dardenelle, 
Yell  18  Nov+  (K&LN)  constituted  only  the 
3rd  Arkansas  record  and  was  thought  to  be 
the  same  bird  that  had  been  present  there  in 
the  previous  winter.  An  estimated  500  Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  14  Oct  and 
5000  there  1 Nov  (SWC,  DLD)  were  impres- 
sive counts  for  so  early.  It  was  a mediocre  fall 
for  scoters:  the  only  Surf  Scoters  reported 
were  a female/imm.  at  L.  Dardenelle  11  Nov 
(K&LN)  and  an  imm.  male  at  Grand  Isle,  Jef- 
ferson, LA  29  Oct  (SWC,  DLD);  the  only 
White-winged  Scoter  was  an  imm.  at  Bobb 
Kidd  L„  Washington,  AR  5 Nov  (JN,  MAM, 
P&MM,  JR);  and  the  only  Black  Scoters 
(rarest  species  in  Arkansas)  were  a fe- 
male/imm. at  L.  Dardenelle  1-4  Nov  (K&LN) 
and  an  ad.  male  at  the  Craig  Fish  Hatchery, 
Benton  10-12  Nov  (MAM,  ph.  P&MM,  ph.  JN 
et  al.). 

Single  juv.  Red-throated  Loons  were  report- 
ed at  L.  Dardenelle,  Yell/Pope  1-19  Nov 
(K&LN)  and  at  Millwood  L.,  Hempstead,  AR 
23  & 26  Nov  (CM).  A Common  Loon  at  the 


Toledo  Bend  Res.  dam,  Sabine , LA  30  Sep  (JB, 
DBo)  was  very  early.  Forty  Common  Loons  at 
L.  Dardenelle,  Pope  1 Nov  and  195  Pied-billed 
Grebes  on  the  Yell  side  20  Oct  (K&LN)  made 
impressive  counts.  Unusually  early  were  an 
Eared  Grebe  in  Prairie,  AR  24  Aug  (DB)  and  2 
Horned  Grebes  at  Toledo  Bend  Res.  dam  30 
Sep  0B,  DBo).  Capping  off  the  great  season 
for  loons  and  grebes  at  L.  Dardenelle  was  a 
rare  Western  Grebe  in  Pope/Yell  1-11  Nov 
(K&LN);  another  was  at  Kincaid  L.,  Rapides, 
LA  3-11  Nov  (ph.  John  Pitre,  JH  et  al.),  ap- 
parently shot  by  duck  hunters  on  the  latter 
date  (ph.  JBe). 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  STORK 

A Gulf  of  Mexico  pelagic  survey  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  R.  3 Oct  produced 
an  Audubon’s  Shearwater  about  53  km  s.  of 
South  Pass  and  an  imm.  Brown  Booby  about 
32  km  sw.  of  Southwest  Pass  (DLD,  SWC  et 
al.).  Puzzling  in  the  absence  of  tropical 
weather  systems  was  an  imm.  Brown  Pelican 
at  Cotile  L.,  Rapides,  LA  23  Oct  (JH).  An 
American  Bittern  near  Kaplan,  Vermilion,  LA 
13  Sep  (SWC,  DLD)  was  an  exceptionally 
early  migrant.  Rare  and  local  in  Arkansas,  a 
Least  Bittern  was  found  at  8 km  nw.  of 
Arkansas  City  6 Aug  (DB),  and  6 were  at  Bois 
D’arc  W.M.A.,  Hempstead  2 Sep  (MB);  3 
heard  at  Cameron,  LA  1 Nov  (SWC,  DLD) 
were  relatively  late.  Generally  scarce  in 
Arkansas  in  fall,  15  Tricolored  Herons  at 
roost  near  White  River  N.W.R.,  Phillips  12 
Aug  (NA)  and  singles  near  Rohwer,  Desha  16 
Aug  (DB,  MA)  and  at  Bald  Knob  N.W.R. , 
White  22  Aug  (KN)  were  noteworthy.  A col- 
or-marked imm.  white-morph  Reddish  Egret 
at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron  24-27  Sep  (PEC, 
DLD)  had  been  banded  as  a nestling  earlier 
in  the  year  at  Laguna  Madre  near  Port  Mans- 
field, TX  (fide  Clay  Green).  Two  late  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  were  found  near  Kel- 
so, Desha,  AR  26  Nov  (DB,  MA).  White- 
faced Ibis,  rare  in  Arkansas  in  fall,  were  re- 
ported from  Prairie  (DB),  Phillips  (NA),  and 
White  (KN)  in  early  Aug,  and  2 late  individ- 
uals (plus  an  unidentified  Plegadis)  were  in 
Dcsh a 25  Nov  (DB,  SB);  another  Plegadis  was 
in  Scott  28  Aug  (JN).  Still  rare,  but  reported 
with  increasing  frequency  in  Arkansas,  are 
Roseate  Spoonbills.  This  fall,  there  were  four 
Aug  reports  in  Desha  (K&LN,  DB),  Arkansas 
(NA),  and  Phillips  (NA,  Joyce  Sweeney),  plus 
an  amazing  104  imms.  nw.  of  Arkansas  City 
1 Sep  (DB).  There  were  seven  Arkansas  re- 
ports of  Wood  Storks  Aug-early  Sep  from 
Arkansas  (K&LN),  Desha,  Monroe  (Kathy  & 
Adam  Radomsky),  Phillips  (NA),  Prairie 
(K&LN),  and  White  (KN,  DSc),  including  an 
impressive  1000  at  Baxter  Farms,  nw.  of 
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Arkansas  City  13  Aug  (DB,  KN);  23  west- 
bound at  Holly  Beach  22  Oct  (DBo,  JB,  PB) 
and  one  in  Orleans , LA  29  Oct  (PAW)  were 
quite  late. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Very  rare  but  possibly  making  a comeback  in 
Arkansas,  2 Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  an  en- 
couraging sight  ne.  of  Jonesboro,  Craighead  20 
& 22  Aug  (Tracy  Meredith  et  al.).  White-tailed 
Kites  were  widely  reported  from  sw.  Louisiana 
14  Oct+;  one  at  Bayou  Cocodrie  N.W.R.,  Con- 
cordia 14  Sep  (Bob  Strader  et  al.)  was  early  and 
unusually  far  northeast.  Four  Mississippi 
Kites  at  Garner  Ridge,  Cameron  27  Sep  (DLD, 
SWC)  were  late  migrants,  and  a large  downy 
chick  in  a nest  in  Gretna,  Jefferson  13-14  Aug 
(GG)  represented  a remarkably  late  breeding 
attempt.  It  was  an  above-average  fall  for 
Swainson’s  Hawks  in  Louisiana,  with  1 1 re- 
ports 13  Sep-5  Nov,  mainly  from  the  sw.,  but 
including  singles  farther  e.  at  Reserve,  St.John 
the  Baptist  21  Sep  (DBo)  and  Baton  Rouge, 
East  Baton  Rouge  8 Oct  (DBo,  JB),  plus  2 at 
Grand  Isle  28  Oct  (DBo,  JB).  Indicative  that 
the  species  did  not  suffer  serious  setbacks 
from  Hurricane  Rita,  there  were  five  reports  of 
Crested  Caracara  in  sw.  Louisiana:  2 ads.  near 
Thornwell,  Jefferson  Davis  4 Sep  (JB,  DBo, 
James  Maley),  an  ad.  near  Johnsons  Bayou, 
Cameron  23  Sep  (JB,  DBo,  Dan  Lane),  a subad. 
at  Cameron  Prairie  N.W.R.,  Cameron  14  Oct 
(SWC,  ph.  DLD,  PEC),  2 ads.  near  Holm- 
wood,  Calcasieu  19  Nov  (SWC,  ph.  DLD),  and 
4 at  Sweet  L.,  Cameron  23  Nov  (GG).  A Prairie 
Falcon,  rare  in  Arkansas,  was  at  Craig  Fish 
Hatchery  11  Nov  (JN,  MAM,  Jason  Luscier, 
AD),  with  the  same  or  another  there  12  Nov 
(David  Chapman,  Adam  Green,  fide  MAM). 

Two  Yellow  Rails  flushed  by  a tractor  near 
Rayne,  Acadia  11  Oct  were  relatively  early; 
more  typical  were  counts  of  15  on  17  Nov 
and  10  on  27  Nov  during  late  rice-harvesting 
activity  near  Thornwell  (SWC,  DLD).  A mix 
of  ad.  and  juv.  Purple  Gallinules  at  Moore 
Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Arkansas  13  Aug 
(K&LN)  and  at  Bois  D’arc  W.M.A.  2 Sep 
(MB)  suggested  rare  breeding  events  in  those 
areas;  4 ads.  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  14  Oct 
(PEC,  DLD,  SWC)  and  one  there  5 Nov 
(DBo,  JB,  PB,  EIJ,  Jacob  Saucier)  were  con- 
sidered late.  Nine  Common  Moorhens,  in- 
cluding 5 “fledglings, ” in  Madison  30  Aug 
(JH)  furnished  one  of  few  breeding  records 
for  ne.  Louisiana. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A rare  fall  migrant,  an  American  Golden- 
Plover  near  L.  Arthur,  Jefferson  Davis  14  Oct 
(PEC,  SWC,  DLD)  was  the  lone  report.  A 
Semipalmated  Plover  at  Craig  Fish  Hatchery 


10  Nov  (MAM,  P&MM)  marked  the  2nd  lat- 
est Arkansas  record,  and  4 Black-necked  Stilts 
nw.  of  Arkansas  City  23  Nov  (DB,  SB)  were 
the  latest  ever.  Four  Arkansas  reports  of  the 
rare  and  endangered  Piping  Plover  involved 
up  to  3 individuals  each  in  Prairie , Desha,  and 
White  4-20  Aug  (K&LN,  DB).  A Marbled 
Godwit  near  Kaplan  19  Aug  (SWC,  DLD, 
PEC,  BMM)  was  unusual  inland.  Especially 
prized  in  fall  in  Arkansas  was  an  alternate- 
plumaged  Ruddy  Turnstone  in  Prairie  4 Aug 
(K&LN).  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  late  at 
Holly  Beach  4 Nov  and  in  Lafayette , LA  7 Nov 
(ph.  PEC).  Counts  of  66  and  104  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  in  Caddo , LA  13  & 20  Aug,  re- 
spectively (Jim  Ingold,  TD),  were  among  the 
highest  ever  for  Louisiana  in  fall.  Best  shore- 
bird  of  the  season  was  an  ad.  female  Ruff  in 
Prairie  12  Aug  (K&LN,  DB,  Robert  Herron, 
DSc),  the  10th  Arkansas  record  and  3rd  in 
fall.  Late  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  noted  at 
Cameron  Prairie  N.W.R.  14  Oct  (SWC,  DLD, 
PEC)  and  near  Thornwell  22  Oct  (Kay  Rad- 
lauer,  ph.  Dennis  Demcheck).  Additional  3 
Oct  pelagic  highlights  included  a Red-necked 
Phalarope  and  2 Pomarine  Jaegers  about  46 
km  and  19  km,  respectively,  sw.  of  Southwest 
Pass  (SWC,  DLD,  DPM,  BMM,  CCS). 

Becoming  routine  for  the  location,  a 
Laughing  Gull  appeared  at  L.  Dardenelle  13 
Oct+  (K&LN).  A Franklins  Gull  at  Cameron 
19  Aug  (PEC,  BMM,  SWC,  DLD)  provided 
one  of  few  Regional  Aug  records.  A probable 
first-year  kumlicni  Iceland  Gull  at  Rutherford 
Beach,  Cameron  19  Nov  (*SWC,  ph.  DLD, 
DPM,  BMM,  RDP,  PEC)  would  be  the  first 
well-documented  Louisiana  record  if  the 
identification  is  confirmed.  Now  routine, 
modest  numbers  of  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  found  in  coastal  Cameron  4 
Sep-19  Nov.  Still  rare  in  Louisiana  but  now 
almost  regular  in  the  se.,  an  ad.  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche , LA 
29  Oct  (ph.  DBo,  JB)  provided  the  only  well- 
documented  report.  Most  unusual  were  ad. 
Sabines  Gulls  at  L.  Dardenelle,  Yell  10  Sep 
(K&LN,  WS,  DSc),  earliest  ever  for  Arkansas, 
and  at  Catahoula  L.,  La  Salle  11  Oct  (Bill  Ver- 
million), which  would  furnish  about  the  8th 
Louisiana  record.  Additional  Arkansas  sight- 
ings included  single  juvs.  at  Millwood  L.  18 
Sep  (CM)  and  L.  Dardenelle,  Yell  23  & 30  Sep 
(K&LN).  Very  encouraging  were  350  Interior 
Least  Terns,  mostly  imms.,  nw.  of  Arkansas 
City  16  Aug  (DB,  MA),  the  largest  Arkansas 
flock  ever  reported.  Unexpectedly  late  and 
numerous  were  21  Black  Terns  at  Cameron  1 
Nov  (SWC,  DLD). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

Reports  of  Inca  Dove,  which  continues  to 


spread  northward  and  eastward,  included  2 
near  Texarkana,  Miller  26  Aug  (CM),  3 at  Ft. 
Smith,  Sebastian  11  Nov  (Sandy  Berger),  and 
one  in  New  Orleans  3 Nov  (DPM).  Both  re- 
ports of  the  declining  Burrowing  Owl  were 
relatively  early,  at  Bossier  City,  Bossier,  LA  5 
Oct  (TD)  and  on  a drilling  ship  at  Green 
Canyon  block  610  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  8-9 
Oct  (ph.  BM).  Even  more  exciting  was  a flyby 
Long-eared  Owl  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  about 
80  km  s.  of  Southwest  Pass  25  Oct  (ph.  BM). 
A Common  Nighthawk  at  Kenner,  Jefferson 
23  Nov  (CCS)  was  exceptionally  late.  A very 
late  (ad.  female)  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
bird was  at  Weiner,  Poinsett,  AR  23  Nov  (b. 
H&MP).  Notably  early  were  female  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbirds  in  New  Orleans  9 
Sep  (DPM)  and  near  St.  Gabriel,  Iberville,  LA 
7 Oct  (b.  returnee;  SWC,  DLD),  an  ad.  male 
Calliope  in  West  Monroe,  Ouachita,  LA  2-5 
Sep  (Stephen  L.  Pagans,  ph.  Joan  Brown),  and 
a female  Calliope  near  St.  Gabriel  30  Sep-6 
Oct  (ph.  DLD,  SWC).  The  Parkers  banded  5 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  Oct-30  Nov,  includ- 
ing 3 in  Pulaski  and  one  each  in  Cross  and 
Saline',  the  species  is  a rare  but  annual  fall  mi- 
grant in  Arkansas. 

Surprisingly  late  were  up  to  5 Least  Fly- 
catchers detected  almost  daily  in  Bossier  dur- 
ing Nov,  with  2-3  remaining  through  the  peri- 
od (TD  et  al.).  Say’s  Phoebes  were  found  in 
both  states;  one  at  Millwood  L.,  Howard  17 
Sep  (Mike  Dillon,  CM)  was  Arkansas’s  8th, 
and  one  near  Ramah,  Iberville  4-8  Nov  (ph. 
Suzanne  Broussard,  EIJ)  was  about 
Louisiana’s  10th.  At  least  3 eastward-straying 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  in  Cameron  includ- 
ed one  at  Garner  Ridge  21  Oct  (DPM,  vt. 
PAW,  RDP),  possibly  the  same  bird  there  11 
Nov  (J.  V Remsen  et  al.),  one  at  nearby  Hack- 
berry  Ridge  22  Oct  (PB,  DBo,  JB),  and  one  w. 
of  Holly  Beach  4 Nov  (PEC);  one  at  Grand 
Isle  28  Oct  (SWC,  vt.  DLD  et  al.)  was  appar- 
ently a first  for  this  well-covered  locale.  With 
fewer  than  10  Louisiana  records  for  each 
species,  2 Great  Kiskadees  n.  of  White  L., 
Vermilion  17  Nov  (EIJ)  and  a Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher  at  Hackberry  Ridge  10  Sep  (Robert 
C.  Dobbs)  were  both  excellent  finds.  North- 
western Louisiana’s  2nd  Couch’s  Kingbird 
within  a year  was  in  Bossier  City  12  Oct+ 
(TD,  ph.  Ron  Martin).  East  of  their  usual 
range  were  a Western  Kingbird  in  N.  Little 
Rock  4-5  Sep  (Mike  Satterfield)  and  a Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  s.  of  Jonesboro  1 Aug  (DB); 
another  Scissor-tailed  at  Cook’s  Landing,  Pu- 
laski 7 Nov  (DBr)  was  late. 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A lingering  White-eyed  Vireo  at  Two  Rivers 
Park,  Pulaski  23  Nov  (DBr)  was  most  unusu- 


86 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


ai.  A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Hackberry  Ridge  27  Sep 
(SWC,  DLD)  and  another  well  described  at 
Shreveport,  Caddo  9 Oct  (TD)  provided  the 
only  reports.  A rash  of  s.  Louisiana  Cave 
Swallow  sightings  included  2-3  at  Johnsons 
Bayou  21  Oct  (DPM,  PAW),  one  near  Thorn- 
well  21  Oct  (PEC,  Dave  Patton),  and  2 at 
Grand  Isle  28  & 29  Oct,  respectively  (DBo, 
JB);  the  species  is  still  considered  casual  ex- 
cept for  the  small  breeding  colony  in  extreme 
sw.  Cameron.  It  was  a poor  fall  for  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches,  with  only  three  reports  from 
Arkansas  in  Scott , Washington,  and  White 
Oct-Nov  (K&LN,  MAM,  JN)  and  none  from 
Louisiana.  Three  of  the  rare  (but  nearly  annu- 
al in  Arkansas)  Rock  Wren  were  all  found  at 
different  parts  of  Millwood  L.:  in  Hempstead 
15  Oct,  Howard  10  Nov,  and  Little  River  2 & 
11  Nov  (CM).  Only  four  reports  of  the  in- 
creasingly rare  Bewick’s  Wren  included  3 from 
nw.  Arkansas  18  Sep-14  Oct  (MAM,  KN)  and 
one  from  Bossier  2 Oct  (TD).  Amazingly  ear- 
ly was  a Sedge  Wren  in  Bossier  20  Sep  (TD). 
The  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  seen  at  Dardenelle 
S.P  28  Nov  (WS,  DSc)  was  very  late.  Less  un- 
usual but  still  late  were  single  Gray  Catbirds 
at  Two  Rivers  Park  23  Nov  (DBr)  and  nw.  of 
Arkansas  City  25  Nov  (DB,  SB).  A Cedar 
Waxwing  along  the  Illinois  R.  in  Benton  5 Aug 
(MB)  was  suggestive  of  local  breeding;  the 
species  is  a rare  nester  in  the  state. 

WARBLERS 

Six  Golden-winged  Warblers  in  Arkansas  (all 
n.,  and  one  record  early  29  Aug  [DB,  MAM]) 
and  7 in  Louisiana  (5  in  Caddo,  24  Sep-5  Oct 
[TD])  made  a decent  showing  for  this  in- 
creasingly rare  migrant.  Always  an  interesting 
find,  a Brewster’s  Warbler  was  at  Johnsons 
Bayou  22  Oct  (DBo,  JB).  Unusually  early  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  were  at  Craighead  Forest 
Park,  Craighead,  AR  31  Aug  (DB)  and  near  St. 
Gabriel  4 Sep  (DLD,  SWC).  Nashville  War- 
blers were  early  at  L.  Atalanta,  Rogers,  AR  2 
Sep  (MAM,  JN,  JR)  and  late  in  Louisiana  near 
St.  Gabriel  3 Nov  (SWC),  in  Bossier  through 
4 Nov  (TD),  and  at  Garner  Ridge  18  Nov 
(PAW,  DPM,  RDP).  A lingering  imm.  Yellow 
Warbler  was  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  1 Nov 
(SWC,  DLD),  and  an  ad.  male  was  record  late 
at  Fayetteville  4 Nov  (JN).  A Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  in  Caddo  27  Aug  (TD)  was  relatively 
early,  and  25  at  Craighead  Forest  Park  31  Aug 
(DB)  made  an  all-time  fall  high  count  for 
Arkansas.  Also  relatively  early  was  a Magnolia 
Warbler  near  St.  Gabriel  1 Sep  (DLD,  SWC). 
A female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at 
Grand  Isle  28  Oct  (SWC,  DLD  et  al.)  fur- 
nished the  only  report  of  the  species.  A Yel- 
low-rumped  Warbler  in  Yell  6 Sep  (K&LN) 
provided  a new  early  record  for  Arkansas.  Ap- 


parently only  about  the  2nd  for  well-worked 
Grand  Isle  was  a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
28  Oct  (DBo,  JB,  vt.  Jane  Patterson  et  al.).  A 
Blackburnian  Warbler  in  Caddo  3 Aug  (TD) 
was  a record  three  weeks  early  for  Louisiana; 
one  at  Craighead  Forest  Park  30  Aug  (DB) 
was  also  record  early  for  Arkansas.  A Prairie 
Warbler  in  Searcy,  White  30  Sep  (Larry  Lun- 
day)  constituted  a record-late  date  for 
Arkansas.  A Palm  Warbler  at  Johnsons  Bayou 
19  Sep  (JBe)  was  near  record  early  for  the 
coast.  A Blackpoll  Warbler  near  St.  Gabriel  15 
Oct  (*;  SWC,  DLD)  was  only  the  2nd  Baton 
Rouge  area  fall  record  and  one  of  few  well- 
documented  state  fall  records.  Now  bordering 
on  rare  in  fall,  Cerulean  Warblers  were  at  L. 
Atalanta  19  Aug  (MAM,  JN),  Mount  Maga- 
zine S.P,  Logan,  AR  27  Aug  (Don  Simons), 
Shreveport  28  Aug  (TD),  and  near  St.  Gabriel 
13  Sep  (DLD,  SWC).  A late  Black-and-white 
Warbler  was  at  Spring  Fill,  Faulkner,  AR  14 
Nov  (Mike  La  Bombard).  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  were  late  at  L.  Martin,  St.  Mart- 
inville,  LA  5 Nov  (JB,  PB,  EIJ)  and  near  John- 
sons Bayou  18  Nov  (SWC),  as  was  an  Oven- 
bird  near  St.  Gabriel  6 Nov  (SWC).  Rounding 
out  the  new  early  warbler  records  for 
Arkansas  was  a Mourning  Warbler  at  L.  Ata- 
lanta 19  Aug  (MAM,  JN).  Rounding  out  the 
relatively  late  Regional  warblers  were  a Hood- 
ed Warbler  at  New  Orleans  9 Nov  (Bryan 
Lenz)  and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Garner 
Ridge  18  Nov  (DLD,  SWC). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Tardy  Summer  Tanagers  were  at  Baton  Rouge 
21  Nov  (JB)  and  New  Orleans  23  Nov  (PAW). 
The  Spotted  Towhee  at  L.  Fayetteville,  Wash- 
ington 12  Oct-1 1 Nov  (MAM,  AD)  was  record 
early  for  Arkansas,  and  one  near  Ft.  Jackson, 
Plaquemines  26  Nov  (RDP)  may  be  the  first 
for  se.  Louisiana.  Farther  e.  than  usual  was  a 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  Two  Rivers  Park  22 
Oct  (DSc),  which  was  also  the  only  Arkansas 
report  this  season.  In  Louisiana,  Clay-col- 
oreds were  seen  almost  daily  in  Bossier  19 
Sep-27  Oct,  with  amazing  highs  of  15  on  25 
Sep  and  12  on  2 Oct  (TD),  but  most  remark- 
able of  all  was  one  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
about  80  km  s.  of  Southwest  Pass  and  also  ex- 
ceptionally early  on  3 Sep  (ph.  BM).  Also  rare 
as  fall  transients  in  Arkansas  were  Lark  Spar- 
rows near  Chesney  Prairie,  Benton  26  Aug 
(JN,  MAM)  and  at  L.  Fayetteville  29  Aug 
(MAM)  and  Grasshopper  Sparrows  at  two  lo- 
cations in  Benton,  19  & 28  Oct  ON.  MAM). 
Seven  Grasshoppers  made  a nice  total  in 
Bossier  28  Oct  (TD).  A Henslows  Sparrow  23 
Oct,  and  2-3  on  2 Nov,  were  out  of  typical 
habitat  in  Bossier  (TD).  There  were  three 
Arkansas  reports  of  the  rare  Nelson’s  Sharp- 


tailed Sparrow,  all  of  single  birds:  w.  of  Dard- 
anelle,  Yell  14  Oct  (K&LN),  at  Two  Rivers 
Park  22  Oct  (DSc),  and  at  Craig  Fish  Hatch- 
ery 28  Oct  QN,  MAM).  In  Louisiana,  one  was 
in  Bossier  28  Sep,  2 were  there  19  Oct  (TD), 
and  one  was  at  Baton  Rouge  30  Sep  (DLD, 
SWC).  Rarely  found  on  the  immediate  coast, 
a Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Oak  Grove,  Cameron 
19  Nov  (DPM,  PAW,  RDP).  A Song  Sparrow 
was  remarkably  early  in  Bossier  24  Sep  (TD). 

A late  Painted  Bunting  was  at  Garner  Ridge 
18  Nov  (SWC).  Reports  of  Bobolinks,  rare  in 
the  Region  in  fall,  included  5 at  Fayetteville  3 
Sep  (MAM)  and  one  near  Gilliam,  Caddo  24 
Sep  (TD).  Two  Western  Meadowlarks,  rare  in 
e.  Arkansas,  were  discovered  5 km  ne.  of  Kel- 
so 26  Nov  (DB).  Rare  transients,  spring  or 
fall,  up  to  4 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  (main- 
ly males)  were  seen  at  Craig  Fish  Hatchery 
11-19  Oct  (P&MM,  JN,  MAM,  Amy  Edie);  in 
Louisiana,  there  were  six  reports  of  one  or  2 
individuals,  including  an  early  ad.  male  in  St. 
Maiy  20  Aug  (ph.  EIJ).  An  ad.  male  Bullocks 
Oriole  was  a nice  yard  bird  in  Metairie,  Jeffer- 
son 29  Nov  (ph.  Beth  Wiggins). 

Initialled  observers  (subregional  editors 
boldfaced):  Nick  Anich,  Marcus  Asher,  Dick 
Baxter,  Sarah  Baxter,  James  Beck  (JBe),  Phred 
Benham,  Devin  Bosler  (DBo),  Justin  Bosler, 
Dennis  Braddy  (DBr),  Michael  Budd,  Steven 
W.  Cardiff  (Louisiana),  Paul  E.  Conover, 
Abby  Darrah,  Terry  Davis,  Donna  L.  Ditt- 
mann,  Gay  Gomez,  Jay  Huner,  Erik  I.  John- 
son, Brad  Martin,  Charles  Mills,  Michael  A. 
Mlodinow,  Paige  & Mary  Bess  Mulhollan, 
David  P Muth,  B.  Mac  Myers,  Joe  Neal,  Ken- 
ny Nichols,  LaDonna  Nichols,  Max  & Helen 
Parker  (Arkansas),  R.  D.  Purrington,  JoAnne 
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Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  is  seen  annually  in  southern  Yukon  in  fall;  this  juvenile  closed  out  the  shorebirding  season  in  White- 
horse on  26  October  2006.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 


Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  9-13  Aug  (MO,  DN,  DT). 
A first-year  Rough-legged  Hawk  found  on  the 
ground  at  Trout  Lake,  NWT  14  Oct  (VJ)  was 
flown  to  Ft.  Simpson  for  examination  and 
subsequent  release  two  days  later  (NL,  DA, 
PK,  CL);  it  was  last  seen  21  Oct  (NL,  ph. 


the  same  bird  as  reported  in  early  Jun,  was  at 
Herschel  1.,  n.  Yukon  15-20  Aug  (ph.  CE). 
Two  Glaucous-winged  Gulls,  rare  in  fall,  were 
at  the  Whitehorse  dump  13  Aug,  and  a juv. 
was  there  10  Oct  (ph.  CE).  An  ad.  Thayers 
Gull,  not  unexpected  for  the  date,  provided 


Cameron  D.  Eckert 


Questions  as  to  how  climate  change  is 
affecting  bird  ranges  arise  with  each 
new  unusual  sighting — be  it  a Wil- 
son’s Warbler  in  Igloolik,  a Lesser 
Goldfinch  in  Whitehorse,  or  an  invasion  of 
Stellers  Jays.  While  there  are  no  easy  answers 
as  to  what  drives  such  events,  it  is  clear  that 
climate  change  is  having  profound  impacts  in 
the  North.  The  necessity  of  dramatic  cuts  in 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  is  now  critical. 
Generally  mild  temperatures  and  low  snow- 
fall amounts  prevailed  over  much  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  through  early  fall;  in 
November,  temperatures  plummeted  and 
record  snowfalls  arrived  mid-month  for  the 
southern  Mackenzie  Valley.  In  the  Yukon,  all 
hopes  for  an  extended  fall  season  were 
quashed  by  Novembers  record-breaking  cold 
spell,  when  temperatures  plunged  to  -40°  C. 


and  an  apparently  “pure”  American 
Black  Duck  (with  no  signs  of  hy- 
bridization) (RP,  JB).  High  numbers 
of  waterfowl  were  recorded  at  the 
Whitehorse  sewage  ponds,  s. 
Yukon,  with  peak  counts  of  1500 
American  Wigeons  and  80  Ruddy 
Ducks  22  Aug  and  1200  Northern 
Shovelers  11  Sep  (HG).  Late  water- 
fowl  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  included 
9 Lesser  Scaup  and  2 Red-hreasted 
Mergansers  23  Oct  (StC,  DT);  also 
tardy  were  2 Harlequin  Ducks  on 
the  Yukon  R in  Whitehorse,  s. 
Yukon  21  Nov  (HG,  CM).  A male 
King  Eider,  rare  in  fall  at  Herschel  L, 
n.  Yukon,  was  at  Pauline  Cove  19 
Aug  (CE). 

In  Northwest  Territories,  few  Willow 
Ptarmigan  were  seen  in  the  Norman  Wells 
area  this  fall  (RP),  and  none  were  reported  in 
the  Dehcho  region  through  Nov.  A juv.  Yel- 
low-billed Loon,  a species  seen  annually  in 
low  numbers  in  s.  Yukon,  was  at  M’Clintock 
Bay  23  Oct  (CE);  another  was  seen  nearby  at 
Lewes  Marsh  3 Nov  (HG,  BSu).  An  ad.  Red- 
necked Grebe  at  Pauline  Cove  provided  the 
first  record  for  Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  19  Aug 
(CE).  An  estimated  200  Red-necked  Grebes 
were  on  Marsh  L.,  s.  Yukon  25  Sep  (CE).  An 
ad.  Eared  Grebe,  casual  in  s.  Yukon,  first  seen 
at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  in  late  Jul, 
was  last  seen  7 Aug  (HG).  A Great  Blue 
Heron,  rare  anywhere  in  the  Region,  was  at 


DT).  Similarly,  a weakened  Golden  Eagle, 
with  no  obvious  injuries,  captured  at  the 
landfill  in  Nahanni  Butte,  NWT  in  late  Oct 
(PM)  was  released  in  Ft.  Simpson  31  Oct 
(DA,  NL);  it  continued  to  be  seen  through  11 
Nov  at  the  local  airport,  where  it  was  eating 
Snowshoe  Hares  (TB).  Six  Golden  Eagles 
were  seen  heading  southward  from  McIntyre 
Mt.,  s.  Yukon  19  Oct  (JR  RP)-  A juv.  anatum 
Peregrine  Falcon  was  seen  eating  a large  juv. 
gull  near  Checkpoint,  NWT  23  Sep  (ph.  DT, 
MC). 

The  annual  build-up  of  American  Coots  at 
the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds,  s.  Yukon 
peaked  at  153  on  11  Sep  (HG).  Sandhill 
Crane  migration  was  evidenced  by  flocks  to- 
taling an  estimated  1000  birds  passing  over 
Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  on  the  evening  of  24  Aug 
(DN,  PT,  HP).  A pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes  lin- 
gered at  Kookatsoon  L.,  s.  Yukon  8-14  Oct 
(MEJ).  A juv.  Greater  Yellowlegs  was  record 
late  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds,  s. 
Yukon  19  Oct  (ph.  HG).  A flock  of  a dozen 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  was  at  the  Norman 
Wells  sewage  lagoons,  NWT  in  Sep  (DW). 
The  Regions  shorebirding  season  closed  out 
26  Oct  with  a juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  (ph. 
CE)  and  a basic-plumaged  Dunlin  (ph.  CE, 
HG,  CO)  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon. 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A single  jaeger  was  harassing  gulls  over  the 
Mackenzie  R.  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  17  Aug 
(StC).  An  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull,  likely 


GEESE  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  are  typically 
among  the  early  fall  migrants  in  the  Macken- 
zie Valley,  NWT,  so  a flock  seen  7 Oct  at  Nor- 
man Wells  was  relatively  late  (FP).  Flocks  of 
100  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  and  300 
Snow  Geese  were  flying  northwestward  over 
Herschel  L,  n.  Yukon  15  Aug  (CE).  A lone 
Snow  Goose,  rare  in  fall,  was  trailing  a south- 
bound flock  of  42  Tundra  Swans  over  Marsh 
L.,  s.  Yukon  25  Sep  (CE).  The  annual  fall  stag- 
ing of  geese  at  Shallow  Bay,  s.  Yukon  peaked 
29  Sep  with  60  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
and  about  2000  Canada  Geese;  the  Canadas 
appeared  to  be  of  the  subspecies  parvipes  (ph. 
CE).  Also  at  Shallow  Bay  were  300  Tundra 
Swans  28  Sep  (CE).  Waterfowl  banding  at 
Willow  L.,  Sahtu  region,  NWT  showed  good 
local  production  of  Northern  Pintail,  the  most 
common  dabbling  duck  in  the  study  (RP); 
unusual  captures  this  year  were  a Gadwall 
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An  invasion  of  Stelier's  Jays  to  s.  Yukon  this  fall  proved  to  be  a sensational  birding  phenomenon!  By  late  Nov,  we  had 
I received  119  reports  by  137  observers  of  birds  at  62  different  locations.  (To  imagine  the  scale  in  "per  capita"  terms, 
this  would  be  like  receiving  reports  from  55,000  birdwatchers  in  Ontario.}  The  number  of  reports  accompanied  by  photo- 
graphs was  remarkable.  The  first  Stelier's  Jays  appeared  in  early  Sep  around  Carcross  and  spread  over  the  Whitehorse  area  n. 
to  L.  Laberge  by  16  Sep,  e.  to  the  Atlin  Rd.  and  Atlin  by  26  Sep,  w.  to  Haines  Junction  by  28  Sep,  and  n.  to  Ethel  L.  (an  amaz- 
ing 430  km  n.  of  Skagway,  Alaska)  by  14  Oct.  It  seems  likely  that  hundreds  of  birds  were  involved. 

The  pattern  of  the  invasion  indicates  that  the  jays  came  over  the  White  Pass  from  Skagway,  Alaska.  All  were  of  the  coastal 
subspecies,  and  the  many  we  were  able  to  age  from  photographs  were  hatch-year  birds.  The  only  previous  Yukon  Stelier's  Jay 
invasion  came  in  fall  1994,  when  jays  were  recorded  at  about  eight  Whitehorse-area  locations.  Prior  to  1994,  there  had  only 
been  a total  of  nine  Yukon  reports  of  this  species.  So  while  this  type  of  invasion  is  not  unprecedented,  the  scale  of  this  year's 
event  was  well  beyond  anything  previously  recorded.  There  are  various  possible  explanations  as  to  what  drove  the  invasion, 
but  none  seems  entirely  satisfactory  and  in  that  way  it  remains  somewhat  of  a mystery.  However,  the  enthusiastic  response 
demonstrated  by  Yukon  birdwatchers  and  naturalists  that  enabled  us  to  document  and  track  this  year's  invasion  will  no  doubt 
enhance  our  ability  to  understand  future  events. 


the  first  well-documented  record  for  Herschel 
1.,  n.  Yukon  14-19  Aug  (ph.  CE).  An  ad.  four- 
year  gull  photographed  at  Arviat,  Nunavut  28 
Sep  (ph.  MG,  MS)  displayed  features  sugges- 
tive of  Kelp  Gull  (or  a Kelp  Gull  hybrid):  it 
was  near  in  size  to  Herring  Gull;  the  upper 
parts  were  the  correct  shade  of  blackish;  the 
outermost  primary  showed  a single  white 
mirror;  the  legs  and  feet  were  greenish  pink; 
and  the  head  was  unstreaked.  The  plight  of 
the  Ivory  Gull  was  not  helped  by  late,  deep 
snow  on  n.  Baffin  1.,  Nunavut  this 
summer;  there  were  no  breeding 
birds  recorded  at  the  Brodeur  Pen. 

(MM).  Recently,  Caspian  Tern  has 
been  rare  but  regular  in  late  sum- 
mer along  the  Mackenzie  R.  at  Ft. 

Simpson,  NWT;  this  season,  one 
was  seen  in  Aug  (DT).  Black 
Guillemot  surveys  at  Herschel  I., 
n.  Yukon  this  year  recorded  40 
ads.,  nine  successful  nests,  and  13 
chicks — down  from  2005s  counts 
of  60  ads.,  12  successful  nests,  and 
22  chicks  (CE,  Herschel  I. 
rangers). 

Mourning  Dove  is  now  reported 
near  annually  in  spring  at  Ft. 

Simpson,  NWT;  one  seen  there  in 
Nov  (EC)  provided  one  of  few  fall  records. 
Single  Snowy  Owls,  rare  in  s.  Yukon,  were  re- 
ported from  McIntyre  Mt.  19  Oct  OP,  RP)  and 
Whitehorse  4 Nov  (SyC);  the  latter  was  even- 
tually found  dead.  A Barred  Owl  was  heard 
calling  in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  28  Sep  (DT). 
Two  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  banded  at  Al- 
bert Creek  banding  station,  se.  Yukon  (here- 
after, Albert  Cr.)  this  fall;  a hatch-year  bird  5 
Aug  and  an  ad.  2 Sep  (TMK).  Black-billed 
Magpie  seems  to  be  keeping  a toehold  in  the 
Sahtu  region,  NWT,  with  at  least  one  visiting 
Norman  Wells  feeders  30  Sep-late  Nov  (RP). 
Two  American  Crows,  casual  in  fall  in  s. 


Yukon,  were  seen  around  Whitehorse 
Aug-Sep  (SD,  PS,  AP,  dR).  Two  late  Bank 
Swallows  were  fleeing  southward  over  Shal- 
low Bay,  s.  Yukon  29  Sep  (CE),  and  a late  Barn 
Swallow  was  at  Swift  R.,  s.  Yukon  21  Sep 
(BSc).  A Northern  Mockingbird,  possibly  the 
same  one  reported  in  Jun,  was  seen  in  Ft. 
Simpson,  NWT  10  Aug  (DT).  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  was  by  far  the  most  common  species 
(412  of  2577  birds  banded)  at  Albert  Cr.  this 
season  (TMK).  Young  Northern  Wheatears 


were  common  around  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  late 
Jul-Aug,  suggesting  the  species  had  a good 
breeding  season  on  s.  Baffin  1.  (MM).  Cedar 
Waxwing  reports  from  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon 
included  2 juvs.  28  Aug  (BSt)  and  one  juv.  7 
Sep  (SD,  HG). 

An  ad.  female  Townsend’s  Warbler  was 
banded  at  Albert  Cr.  29  Aug  (TMK).  A hatch- 
year  Bay-breasted  Warbler  and  a hatch-year 
Ovenbird  were  banded  12  & 20  Aug,  respec- 
tively, at  Albert  Cr.  (TMK),  adding  to  the  grow- 
ing number  of  Watson  Lake  area  records  for 
these  two  se.  Yukon  specialties.  The  fall  band- 
ing season  at  Albert  Cr.  saw  a battle  for  warbler 


supremacy  between  Common  Yellowthroat 
(228  banded)  and  Wilson’s  Warbler  (218 
banded)  (TMK).  A Wilson’s  Warbler,  well  n. 
of  its  range,  was  a surprise  at  Igloolik,  Nunavut 
19  Sep  (ph.  SA).  A juv.  Brewer’s  Sparrow  of  the 
Timberline  subspecies  was  banded  at  Teslin  L. 
3 Sep  (ph.  BSc),  furnishing  one  of  very  few 
lowland  records  for  this  species  in  the  Yukon. 
Single  Song  Sparrows,  rare  in  fall  in  s.  Yukon, 
were  seen  in  Whitehorse  10  Sep  (MB)  and  28 
Sep  (HG).  A late  Fox  Sparrow  lingered  in  Daw- 
son, cen.  Yukon  through  through  Nov,  surviv- 
ing temperatures  down  to  -35°  C (ML).  An  es- 
timated 1000  Lapland  Longspurs  were  at 
Pauline  Cove  on  Herschel  I.,  n.  Yukon  18  Aug 
(CE).  Migrant  Snow  Buntings  were  abundant 
on  Hwy.  3 between  Yellowknife  and  Ft.  Provi- 
dence, NWT  15  Oct;  an  estimated  1900  were 
tallied  during  the  three-hour  drive  (DT,  HP). 
The  fall  flock  of  Rusty  Blackbirds  at  the  White- 
horse dump,  s.  Yukon  peaked  at  about  200  on 
5 Sep  (PS,  SD);  a total  of  267  Rusties  were  col- 
or-banded this  year  in  the  Yukon,  and  we  en- 
courage birders  to  be  on  the  lookout  and  re- 
port sightings  of  these  birds.  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  reports,  both  from  s.  Yukon,  in- 
cluded an  interior-race  bird  at  Horse  Cr.  5 Nov 
(KO)  and  a coastal-race  bird  in  Whitehorse  13 
Nov+  (HG).  Late  Oct  saw  thousands  of  red- 
polls, predominantly  Commons 
but  with  many  Hoaries,  moving 
through  the  Whitehorse  area.  The 
most  bizarre  record  of  the  season 
was  that  of  a female  Lesser 
Goldfinch,  a Yukon  first,  in  White- 
horse 22  Sep-5  Oct  (HG,  BD,  ph. 
CE). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  Danny  Allaire,  Steve 
Ambrusz,  John  Bidwell,  Malkolm 
Boothroyd,  Syd  Cannings  (SyC), 
Tim  Brown,  Steve  Catto  (StC),  Ed- 
ward Cholo,  Marcel  Cholo,  Sarah 
Davidson,  Boris  Dobrowolsky, 
Cameron  Eckert,  Martin  Gebauer, 
Libby  Gunn,  Helmut  Grunberg, 
Mary  Ellen  Jarvis,  Victor  Jumbo,  Carl  Lafferty, 
Nic  Larter,  Maria  Ledergerber,  Mark  Mallory, 
Peter  Marcellais,  Catherine  Millar  (CM),  Ted 
Murphy-Kelly,  Dinny  Nimmo,  Mike  Oldham, 
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jar,  Frank  Pope,  Richard  Popko,  duChane 
Richards,  Ben  Schonewille  (BSc),  Michael  Set- 
terington,  Pam  Sinclair,  Barbara  Studds  (BSt), 
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Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street 

Whitehorse,  Yukon  Y1 A 4B6,  (cdeckert@northwestel.net) 


This  female  Lesser  Goldfinch,  an  amazing  2200  kilometers  beyond  its  breeding  range,  fre- 
quented a Whitehorse,  Yukon  feeder  22  September  through  5 October  (here)  2006.  There  are 
no  previous  records  for  Northern  Canada  or  Alaska.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 
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Prairie  Provinces 


Rudolf  F.  Koes  Peter  Taylor 


Allot  and  dry  summer  across  the  Prairies 
was  followed  by  a mild  early  fall.  Cold 
snaps  in  mid-October  and  November 
froze  much  of  the  water  and  pushed  most  lin- 
gering waterfowl  and  shorebirds  out  of  the 
Region.  Central  Saskatchewan  received  much 
rain  in  September,  but  most  of  the  Region  re- 
mained relatively  dry,  except  for  a heavy 
snowfall  in  southern  Manitoba  in  early  No- 
vember. Shorebird  and  passerine  migration 
were  generally  lackluster;  Last  Mountain  Bird 
Observatory  banding  efforts  between  4 Au- 
gust and  6 October  resulted  in  the  lowest  to- 
tal (1665  birds)  since  banding  started  in 
1992,  and  elsewhere  many  observers  com- 
mented on  the  apparent  lack  of  flycatchers, 
vireos,  and  various  sparrows.  In  contrast,  the 
South  Livingstone  Raptor  Count  (S.L.R.C.), 
near  Crowsnest  Pass,  Alberta,  tallied  a record- 
high  7217  raptors,  including  1247  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  and  4400  Golden  Eagles  from 
27  August  through  29  November. 

Abbreviations:  Last  Mountain  (Last  Moun- 
tain Lake  and  Wildlife  Refuge,  SK);  Sask. 
Landing  (Saskatchewan  Landing  P.P.,  SK); 
Whitewater  (Whitewater  Lake  W.M.A.,  MB). 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Twenty-five  Brant  were  at  Churchill,  MB  13 
Sep  (BA,  CC);  less  expected  was  one  at  Sask. 
Landing  3 Nov  (RJ).  Notable  waterfowl  in  Al- 
berta included  a Bewick’s  Swan  at  Pine  Coulee 
Res.  21  Oct,  a Mallard  x Northern  Pintail  hy- 
brid at  Calgary  19  Nov,  1000  American 
Wigeons  at  Clear  L.  27  Aug,  a Mallard  x 
American  Wigeon  hybrid  at  Clear  L.  15  Oct, 
and  1000  Canvasbacks  at  Pine  Coulee  Res.  21 
Oct  (all  TK).  Single  Harlequin  Ducks  were 
seen  at  Dymond  L.,  near  Churchill,  MB  30 
Oct  (DF)  and  at  Saskatoon,  SK  4-18  Nov  (RD, 
m.ob.).  Surf  Scoters  were  well  represented, 
with  some  20  reports  involving  125  birds  in  s. 
Alberta  (m.ob.)  and  a peak  of  45  at  Last 
Mountain  5 Oct  (BL)  but  few  in  s.  Manitoba. 
Four  thousand  Buffleheads  thronged  Pine 
Coulee  Res.  21  Oct  (TK). 


Dark  ibis,  either  Glossy  or  White-faced,  peaked  at  75  or  so  birds  at  Whitewater  Lake,  Manitoba  in  September  (here  23  Sep- 
tember) 2006.  Photograph  by  Scott  Henowitch. 


Grouse  apparently  benefited  from  the  dry 
summer;  reports  of  high  numbers  of  Ruffed, 
Spruce,  and  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  came  from 
across  s.  Manitoba.  Two  Sharp-taileds  at  Dy- 
mond L.  were  at  the  n.  edge  of  their  range  5 
Nov  (DF,  MR).  Lone  Red-throated  Loons  were 
at  Banff,  AB  20  Sep  (JR,  m.ob.)  and  at  L.  Waba- 
mun,  AB  19  Oct  (DN),  while  Last  Mountain 
was  visited  by  one  Pacific  Loon  20  Oct,  2 on  25 
Oct,  and  a Yellow-billed  Loon  25-27  Oct  (all 
BL).  Ever-increasing  numbers  of  egrets  and  rel- 
atives continued  to  make  news,  with  the  fol- 
lowing highlights.  Great  Egrets  peaked  at  60  at 
Oak  Hammock  Marsh,  MB  2 Sep  (AdE,  AnE, 
PF)  and  75  at  Whitewater  3 Sep  (ET,  BC), 
while  16  birds  in  total  were  reported  in 
Saskatchewan,  and  up  to  7 were  at  Tofield,  AB, 
where  at  least  one  pair  nested  ( fide  GR).  Up  to 
5 Snowy  Egrets  and  2 Little  Blue  Herons  were 
at  Whitewater  (m.ob.),  and  singles  of  both 
species  visited  Last  Mountain  in  early  Sep  and 
Chaplin  L.,  SK  10  Aug  (both  AS).  Whitewater 
also  hosted  up  to  2 Tricolored  Herons  (KDS, 
m.ob.)  and  a staggering  350+  Cat- 
tle Egrets  4 Aug  (RKo,  PT,  DW).  At 
Last  Mountain,  Cattle  Egrets 
peaked  at  40  early  Sep  (AS),  with 
an  additional  7 reported  at  Stalwart 
Marsh,  SK  10  Sep  (SW).  A Green 
Heron  at  Calgary  19-25  Aug  was 
notable  (AHi,  m.ob  ),  as  was  a late 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  at 
Frank  L.,  AB  18  Nov  Ok  AF)  and  a 
rare  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh  16  Aug 
(AM,  RP).  The  largest  number  of 
Plegadi s ibis  at  Whitewater  was 
75+  on  13  Sep  (C&GM),  while  an- 
other 10+  were  at  Lizard  L.,  MB  3 
Aug  (CC).  White-faced  Ibis  reports 
from  Saskatchewan  included  one 
at  Eyebrow  Marsh  22  Aug  (LO),  up  to  12  at 
Chaplin  Marsh  4 Sep  (ET,  BC),  and  7 at  Last 
Mountain  (no  date)  (AS). 


RAPTORS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A White-tailed  Kite  near  the  Nakaneet  First 
Nation  in  the  Cypress  Hills,  SK  5 Sep  fur- 
nished a first  for  the  Region  and  one  of  only  a 
handful  of  records  for  Canada  (CS,  KB,  ph.). 
The  peak  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  count  at  the 
Whytewold,  MB  hawkwatch,  held  mid- 
Sep-mid-Oct,  was  246  riding  a strong 
northerly  wind  8 Oct  (MQ).  An  imm.  Ferrug- 
inous Hawk  at  River  Hills,  MB  13-15  Sep  was 
e.  of  its  usual  range  (PT,  ph.).  A Rough-legged 
Hawk  at  Banff  N.P  15  Aug  was  early  (JB),  as 
was  a Gyrfalcon  near  Elbow,  SK  22  Aug  (LO). 
A late  Virginia  Rail  was  at  Birch  Hills,  SK  1 1 
Nov  (MM).  Clear  L.  held  10,000  American 
Coots  27  Aug  (TK).  An  ad.  Whooping  Crane 
at  Ashern,  MB  13-18  Aug  may  have  been  the 
same  bird  noted  near  St.  Adolphe,  MB  in 
spring  (AHo,  LL,  m.ob.).  Two  Whooping 
Cranes  with  Sandhills  near  Pipestone,  MB  1 
Oct  were  also  rare  (MT). 

Shorebird  migration  was  subpar,  with  2100 
American  Avocets  at  Reed  L.,  SK  17  Sep  (TK) 


and  3000  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  White- 
water  26  Aug  (m.ob.)  the  only  notable  con- 
centrations reported.  Three  American  Avocets 


This  White-tailed  Kite  irt  the  Cypress  Hills  of  Saskatchewan  on  5 September  2006 
was  a first  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  Region.  The  few  previous  Canadian  records 
have  all  come  from  southwestern  British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Keith  Bell. 
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Slaty-backed  Gull  new  occurs  almost  annually  in  Alberta.  Ibis  bird  was  pres- 
ent at  Calgary  from  12  through  19  (here)  November  2006.  Photograph  by 
Terry  Korolyk. 


at  Last  Mountain  31  Oct  were  tardy  (BL),  as 
were  2 Least  Sandpipers  at  Whitewater  14  Oct 
(MNS),  a Dunlin  at  High  River,  AB  10'  Nov 
(PC),  and  a Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Frank  L.  28  Oct 
(MMu,  KH).  Purple  Sandpipers  are  now  seen 
annually  in  late  fall  near  Churchill;  particu- 
larly late  were  7 on  4 Nov,  with  2 still  present 
6 Nov  (DS).  Rarities  included  a Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper  at  Langdon  Res.,  AB  23-28  Sep 
(RB,  m.ob.)  and  a Red  Phalarope  n.  of 
Cochrane,  AB  25  Oct  (JP,  CH,  m.ob.).  A Po- 
marine  Jaeger  was  reported  at  Grand  Rapids, 
MB  17  Sep  (PM)  and  a Parasitic  Jaeger  at 
Glenmore  Res.,  AB  9 Sep  (AB).  A Franklin’s 
Gull  at  Clear  L.  28  Oct  was  late  (IK).  Rare 
larids  included  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Cold  L.,  AB 
28  Oct  (TH,  RK,  m.ob.),  a Slaty-backed  Gull 
at  Calgary  12-19  Nov  (RWr,  m.ob.),  and  a 
Herring  Gull  x Glaucous  Gull  hybrid  at  Cal- 
gary 6-11  Nov  (JP,  TK).  About  50  Glaucous 
Gulls  near  Churchill  3 Nov  may  be  the  largest 
concentration  ever  recorded  in  the  province 
(BC);  28  were  noted  there  6 Nov  (DS).  On 
three  occasions,  a second-year  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  Delta,  MB  9-12  Sep  was  seen 
ambling  over  to,  and  then  capturing  and  eat- 
ing, Forster’s  Terns  resting  on  the  same  sand- 
bank (GH,  GW,  m.ob.).  A Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  at  Cold  L.  28  Oct  was  rare  (TH,  RK, 
m.ob.).  An  ad.  Ivory  Gull  6 Nov  and  an  imm. 
9 Nov  were  highlights  of  the  Polar  Bear  sea- 
son at  Churchill  (RvM,  SC,  DS,  ph.  IT,  m.ob.). 
Two  Common  Terns  at  Pine  Falls,  MB  21  Oct 
were  late  (PT,  RZ),  and  up  to  2 Arctic  Terns  at 
Chestermere  L.,  AB  2-6  Sep  were  rare  (MMu, 
KH,  MS).  Also  very  rare  was  a Black  Guille- 
mot at  Lac  la  Biche,  AB  2 Nov  (RK). 

Up  to  10  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  e.  of 
Okotoks,  AB  20  Sep  had  been  present  since 
Jun  (GY),  and  a single  bird  was  at  Chester- 
mere,  AB  5 Sep  (BE,  RW,  GY).  One  near  St. 
Ambroise,  MB  14  Sep  was  at  a new  location 
(TK),  while  yet  another  bird  lingered  until  at 


least  25  Nov  at  Lyleton,  MB  (JM). 
Barn  Owls  are  accidental  any- 
where in  the  Region,  so  a dead 
bird  near  High  River,  AB  8 Nov 
(D&JM)  and  one  seen  at  Granum, 
AB  18  Nov  (KM)  were  notable. 
While  Snowy  Owls  appeared  in 
fair  numbers  in  s.  Manitoba  in 
Nov,  Northern  Hawk  Owls  and 
Great  Gray  Owls  remained  virtu- 
ally unreported.  Banding  efforts  at 
six  stations  in  Saskatchewan  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  500+ 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  ( fide 
SH).  A Black  Swift  at  S.L.R.C.  29 
Sep  tied  the  latest  provincial  date 
(PS),  and  single  White-throated 
Swifts  at  the  same  site  27  & 29 
Sep  were  both  rare  and  late  (PS).  A female 
Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  near 
Hodgevilie,  SK  1 Aug  defied  iden- 
tification (MP).  A large  humming- 
bird, possibly  a Green  Violet-ear 
or  a Magnificent  Hummingbird, 
was  reported  at  third  hand  from 
Quill  L.,  SK  in  early  Aug  (fide  BL). 
Out-of-range  woodpeckers  in- 
cluded a Lewis’s  at  Sask.  Landing 
6 Aug-2  Sep  (RD,  m.ob.)  and  lone 
Black-backed  Woodpeckers  at 
Winnipeg,  MB  6 Sep  (JW)  and 
Grosse  Isle,  MB  24  Sep  (KG). 

PASSERINES 

A Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at 
Regina,  SK  25-26  Aug  was  a local 
rarity  (JC,  m.ob.).  In  se.  Manitoba,  Gray  Jays 
staged  the  largest  movement  outside  the  bo- 
real forest  in  memory.  Birds  became  more 
prominent  than  usual  near  the  forest  edge  in 


Saskatchewan’s  first  Curve-billed  Thrasher  visited  a Dal- 
meny  feeder  from  mid-November  into  December  (here  S 
December)  2006.  Photograph  by  Nkk  Saunders. 


early  Sep  and  appeared  in  Winnipeg  by  mid- 
month. The  dozens  of  reports  that  followed 
during  the  remainder  of  the  season  were  re- 


stricted to  the  Red  River  Valley  and  areas  to 
the  east.  A Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  at 
S.L.R.C.  19  Sep  was  rare  (PS),  as  were  single 
Carolina  Wrens  at  Grosse  Isle  2 Sep  (KG)  and 
Gimli,  MB  25  Sep  into  Dec  (ph.  BCh).  An 
American  Dipper  at  Calgary  1 Aug  was  out  of 
season  (PMi,  m.ob.).  Wood  Thrash  is  very 
rare  in  Alberta,  so  singles  at  Lethbridge  14 
Sep  (D&TD)  and  at  Medicine  Hat  24  Sep 
(BV)  were  noteworthy.  A Curve-billed 
Thrasher  at  a Dalmeny,  SK  feeder  mid- 
Nov-Dec  was  new  for  the  province  (D&CF, 
ph.)  and  may  represent  the  northernmost 
record  of  the  species  anywhere.  A Sprague’s 
Pipit  at  Whitewater  18  Oct  was  not  only 
record  late  for  Manitoba — it  even  sang  briefly 
(CC). 


cerned.  Regionwide  there  were  several  rari- 
ties: a Brewster’s  Warbler  at  Regina  21  Sep 
(JCu);  3 Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  in 
Saskatchewan  5 Sep-23  Oct  (m.ob.); 
Townsend’s  Warblers  at  Sask.  Landing  25 
Aug  (D&TD)  and  Maple  Creek,  SK  2 Sep 
(AH);  Alberta’s  first  Yellow-throated  War- 
bler at  Calgary  9-10  Sep  (BH,  m.ob.,  ph.); 
and  a Kentucky  Warbler  at  Winnipeg  30  Aug 
(AdE).  Lingering  warblers  included  a North- 
ern Parula  for  a week  up  through  30  Oct 
near  Pierson,  MB  (R&MW),  Black-and- 
whites  at  Saskatoon  22  Oct  (PH)  and  Win- 
nipeg 23  Oct  (G&JG),  and  a Wilson’s  at  Cal- 
gary 23  Oct  (TT). 

Sparrow  migration  was  a mixed  bag.  In  se. 
Manitoba,  high  numbers  of  Chipping,  Fox, 
and  White-throated  Sparrows  and  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  were  noted,  with  generally  low  num- 
bers of  Lincoln’s  and  White-crowned  Spar- 
rows. Most  Zonotrichia  sparrows  and  juncos 
bypassed  Saskatoon  (SH).  An  American  Tree 
Sparrow  at  Delta,  MB  14  Sep  was  early  (GB, 
JW),  while  a Field  Sparrow  at  E.  Shoal  L.,  MB 
9 Sep  was  rare  (KG),  as  was  a Smith’s 


The  warbler  migration  was  considered  fair 
in  Manitoba,  as  far  as  numbers  were  con- 


Altbough there  are  a few  Ivory  Gull  specimens  from  Manitoba,  and  several 
sightings,  this  immature  on  9 November  2006  at  Gordon  Point  near  Churchill 
may  be  only  the  second  to  be  photographed.  Photograph  by  Ian  Thorieifson. 
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The  highlight  of  the  2006  Alberta  fall  migration  was  the 
province's  first  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  present  at  Calgary  on 
9 and  10  (here)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


Longspur  at  Banff  31  Oct  (JR).  A Black-head- 
ed Grosbeak  at  Alonsa,  MB  early-17  Nov  was 
record  late  (ph.  HH).  Rusty  Blackbird  is  a 
species  of  concern,  so  good  numbers  reported 
from  Manitoba’s  s.  Interlake  region,  including 
300+  at  Grosse  Isle  13  Oct,  were  encouraging 
(KG).  A Common  Redpoll  was  banded  at 
Delta  on  the  early  date  of  21  Aug  (HdH). 
From  mid-Oct+,  good  numbers  of  both  red- 
poll species  appeared  in  the  s.,  in  sharp  con- 


This  immature  Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Alonsa,  Manitoba, 
present  from  early  November  2006  until  the  17th  (here), 
provided  the  province  with  its  latest  record.  Photograph  by 
Harry  Harris. 

trast  to  their  near  absence  in  the  previous  fall 
season. 
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Furnishing  the  first  record  for  North  Dakota,  this  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  was  at  the  Jamestown  Sewage  Lagoons  10-16 
(here  1 2)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Dave  Lambeth. 

two  South  Dakota  counties  22  Oct-10  Nov, 
and  a single  was  at  Cooney  Res.,  MT  5 Oct 
(BJ).  Long-tailed  Ducks  staged  a good  move- 
ment in  North  Dakota,  with  an  early  bird  22 
Sep  at  the  Minot  Lagoons  (RJL)  and  a peak  of 
4 in  McLean  26  Nov  (REM).  A new  high 
count  for  North  Dakota,  6000  Common 
Goldeneyes  were  in  Ramsey  19  Nov  (EEF). 

The  10th  report  for  North  Dakota,  up  to  2 
Pacific  Loons  were  on  L.  Audubon  18-25  Oct 
(p.a.,  REM,  CDE).  A Pacific  Loon  in  Pierre, 
SD  15  Oct-2  Nov  furnished  about  the  15th 
report  for  the  state  (p.a.,  KM,  RDO).  If  ac- 
cepted, a distant  Yellow-billed  Loon  on  L. 
Audubon,  ND  24  Nov  would  furnish  the  2nd 
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Northern  Great  Plains 


Ron  Martin 


The  warm  and  dry  weather  of  July  con- 
tinued through  mid-September.  The 
second  half  of  September  brought 
some  precipitation  and  moderating  tempera- 
tures. By  contrast,  October  was  cold  and  wet, 
with  some  snow  late  in  the  month.  The  warm 
and  dry  weather  returned  in  November,  and 
most  of  the  Region  had  no  snow  cover  by  the 
end  of  the  season.  Some  larger  water  areas 
that  froze  in  October  reopened  in  November, 
only  to  freeze  again  by  month’s  end. 

The  parade  of  vagrants  that  began  in  spring 
in  North  Dakota  continued  unabated.  Two 
possible  first  state  records  were  documented. 
Montana  recorded  a good  number  of  eastern 
strays,  and  one  state  first  was  recorded.  As 


usual  of  late,  gulls  made  a good 
showing  in  the  Region.  Redpolls 
staged  an  early  flight,  and  Gray  Jays 
invaded  North  Dakota.  South  Dako- 
ta had  a number  of  late  shorebirds. 
However,  across  the  board,  numbers 
of  migrants  were  low. 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  LOONS 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck 
was  photographed  and  seen  by  many  at  the 
Jamestown  Sewage  Lagoons,  ND  10-16  Sep 
(SS);  this  represents  the  first  record  of  the 
species  for  the  state.  A rare  blue-morph  Ross’s 
Goose  was  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  ND  10  Nov 
(DNS).  Rare  in  fall  in  the  Dakotas,  a Cinna- 
mon Teal  was  in  Grant,  SD  12  Oct  (BU).  Un- 
handed, but  probably  an  escapee,  a White- 
cheeked Pintail  was  shot  by  a hunter  in 
Stutsman,  ND  4 Nov  (p.a.,  SC).  Besting  the 
previous  state  high  of  2,  a flock  of  5 Harlequin 
Ducks  was  at  the  Fargo  Lagoons,  ND  22-24 
Oct  (p.a.,  DWR,  CDE,  REM).  An  average 
flight  of  Surf  and  White-winged  Scoters  in- 
cluded a nice  peak  of  12  Surf  Scoters  at 
Cooney  Res.,  MT  5 Oct  (BJ).  Black  Scoters 
made  a good  showing  in  North  Dakota,  with 
six  reports  8 Oct-10  Nov.  They  were  noted  in 
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Five  Harlequins  Ducks  at  the  Fargo,  North  Dakota  Sewage  Lagoons  22  (here)  through  24  October  2006  provided  a new  state 
high  count  for  this  casual  species.  Photograph  by  Dean  Riemer. 


Both  rare  migrants  in  South  Dakota,  this  Long-tailed  Duck 
and  Black  Scoter  were  photographed  22  October  2006  in 
Pierre.  Photograph  by  Doug  Backlund. 


This  Tricolored  Heron  was  seen  by  many  21  (here)  through 
25  September  2006  at  Lake  Alice  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
North  Dakota,  just  the  eighth  record  for  the  state.  Photo- 
graph by  Scott  Ralston. 


Furnishing  the  ninth  record  for  North  Dakota  were  two 
Snowy  Plovers  at  Long  Lake  National  Wildlife  Refuge  1 1 Au- 
gust 2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Dean  Riemer. 


record  for  the  state  (p.a.,  REM,  CDE).  A pos- 
sible 6th  record  for  Montana,  a Yellow-billed 
Loon  was  photographed  in  Billings  18-26 
Nov  (p.a.,  RV,  GM). 


EGRETS  THROUGH  PHALAROPES 

A notable  peak  of  255  Great  Egrets  was  tallied 
in  ne.  North  Dakota  13  Sep  (EEF).  The  only 
Little  Blue  Heron  reported  was  at  J.  Clark  Saly- 
er N.W.R.,  ND  1 Sep  (p.a.,  REM).  The  8th  re- 
port for  North  Dakota,  a Tricolored  Heron 
was  photographed  and  seen  by  many  at  Lake 
Alice  N.W.R.,  ND  21-25  Sep  (p.a.,  MRF,  BV).  A 
new  peak  for  North  Dakota,  119  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  counted  in  Burleigh  and  Oliver  8 
Sep  (HCT,  CDE).  Probably  the  highest  one- 
day  total  for  Montana,  10  Broad-winged 
Hawks  were  at  Westby  25  Sep  (TN).  A Merlin 
was  early  16  Aug  in  Lake,  SD  (JSP) . Four  Gyr- 
falcons  were  reported  for  North  Dakota,  and  a 
single  was  noted  in  South  Dakota.  In  general, 
however,  the  hawk  migration  was  uninspiring. 

Providing  the  9th  report  of  the  species  for 
North  Dakota,  2 juv.  Snowy  Plovers  were  at 
Long  Lake  N.W.R.  11  Aug  (p.a.,  CDE).  A 
Piping  Plover  in  Sully,  SD  22  Sep  provided 
the  latest  recorded  date  for  the  state  (p.a., 
RDO).  A new  peak  for  North  Dakota,  34 
Long-billed  Curlews  were  seen  in  Slope  6 
Aug  (DSA).  Two  Least  Sandpipers  were  late 
30  Oct  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  (EEF).  Furnish- 
ing the  latest  record  for  South  Dakota,  a Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  was  in  Sully  9 Oct  (p.a., 
RDO).  In  Montana,  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
were  at  two  Valley  locations  8 & 14  Sep  (JC), 
the  17th  and  18th  records  for  the  state.  The 
latest  record  for  South  Dakota,  a Short-billed 
Dowitcher  was  in  Sully  21  Oct  (p.a.,  RDO). 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  late  26  Oct  in 
Ward,  ND  (REM)  and  Stanley,  SD  (RDO). 
Single  Red  Phalaropes  were  documented  17 
Sep  in  Cass  (p.a.,  REM,  CDE,  DWR),  18  Sep 
in  Ward  (p.a.,  REM),  and  20  Sep  in  Grand 
Forks  (p.a.,  EEF),  the  18th  through  20th  re- 
ports for  North  Dakota. 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

About  the  12th  report  for  North  Dakota,  a Par- 
asitic Jaeger  was  in  Well s 9 Sep  (p.a.,  REM).  A 
Little  Gull  was  at  Big  Bend  Dam,  SD  10-15  Sep 
(p.a.,  RDO,  KM).  This  provided  the  9th  report 
for  the  state.  In  North  Dakota,  the  16th  and 


One  of  three  Red  Phalaropes  seen  in  North  Dakota  during  the 
season,  this  individual  was  at  the  Minot  Sewage  Lagoons  18 
September  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Ron  Martin. 


17th  reports  of  Little  Gull  came  in,  with  a juv. 
in  Williams  19  Aug  (p.a.,  REM,  CDE)  and  an 
ad.  in  Ramsey  22-23  Sep  (p.a.,  REM).  A Mew 
Gull  was  at  Pierre,  SD  13  Oct-26  Nov  (RDO). 
In  North  Dakota,  5 Mew  Gulls  spanned  18 
Oct-25  Nov,  including  the  first  Ward  record  19 


The  first  for  North  Dakota,  if  accepted,  an  apparent  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  was  present  3 (here)  through  1 1 Sep- 
tember 2006  in  Kidder  County.  Photograph  by  Peder  Svingen. 


Oct  (p.a.,  REM).  An  Iceland  Gull  at  Garrison 
Dam,  ND  11  Nov  (p.a.,  REM,  CDE)  was  joined 
by  a 2nd  bird  25  Nov  (p.a.,  DNS,  DWR).  There 
are  now  20  reports  for  the  state.  A possible  5th 
record  for  South  Dakota,  an  Iceland  Gull  was 
at  Pierre  26  Nov  (p.a.,  RDO).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  peaked  at  4 at  Bismarck,  ND  18 
Oct  (CDE),  while  a single  in  Bowman,  ND  29 
Oct  provided  a county  first  (REM).  Glaucous 
Gulls  away  from  the  Missouri  R.  system  in- 
cluded singles  in  Day,  SD  16  Nov  (BU)  and 
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A rare  transient  in  the  northern  plains,  this  probable  Rufous 
Humminbird  visited  Pierre,  South  Dakota  31  August  2006. 
Photograph  by  Doug  Backlund. 


Furnishing  a first  record  for  Montana,  and  one  of  the  north 
ernmost  anywhere,  this  Curve-billed  Thrasher  was  near 
Roundup  8 (here  23)  September  2006  through  the  end  of 
November — bested  this  season  only  by  a Curve-billed  in 
Saskatchewan.  Photograph  by  John  Carlson. 


Montana  had  it  sixteenth  record  of  Scarlet  Tanager  with 
this  individual  in  Fort  Peck  18  September  2006  (here).  Pho- 
tograph by  Chuck  Carlson. 


A good-sized  flock  of  1 25  Smith's  Longspurs,  including  this 
one,  was  found  in  Renville  County,  North  Dakota  6 October 
2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Ron  Martin. 


C ij\  A Gray  Jay  invasion  that  had  reached  s.  Manitoba  at  Winnipeg  by  mid-Sep  began  in  North  Dakota  on  1 1 Oct,  when 
Lambeth  found  a single  bird  in  the  Grand  Forks  Cemetery.  There  were  several  other  reports  from  the  Grand  Forks  area, 
including  a group  of  3 on  15  Oct  on  the  n.  edge  of  the  city  (DOL,  REM,  CDE).  A single  bird  was  noted  as  far  s.  as  Brewer  L.,  Cass 
10  Nov  (KRC).  More  details  on  the  invasion  will  be  provided  in  the  Winter  Season  report. 


Grant,  ND  18  Nov  (REM).  A probable  5th 
record  for  North  Dakota,  a Great  Black-backed 
Gull  was  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.  10-11  Nov  (p.a., 
DNS);  four  of  the  five  records  came  from  2006. 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  reported  from  all  three 
states,  with  dates  spanning  8 Sep-3  Oct. 

The  3rd  report  this  year,  and  the  7th  over- 
all, a White-winged  Dove  was  in  Wend,  ND  10 
Aug  (p.a.,  SDL).  A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was 
late  4 Sep  in  Steele,  ND  (DLK).  About  the 
13th  report  for  South  Dakota,  a Calliope 
Hummingbird  was  in  Pennington  12  Aug 
(p.a.,  RDO).  A possible  first  for  North  Dako- 
ta, a Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  pho- 
tographed in  Kidder  3-11  Sep  (p.a.,  REM, 
CDE).  Out-of-range  Rufous/Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbirds included  a single  30-31  Aug  in 
Hughes,  SD  (p.a.,  KM)  and  another  in  Moun- 
trail, ND  16-17  Sep  (p.a.,  BH,  REM,  CDE). 
The  North  Dakota  bird  provided  the  5th  re- 
port of  the  genus  for  the  state. 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

Accidental  away  from  the  Black  Hills,  a Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  was  in  Stanley,  SD  28  Sep 
(p.a.,  RDO).  Northern  Flickers  peaked  at 
444  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  16  Sep  (EEF).  An 
extralimital  Pileated  Woodpecker  was  seen 
in  Mountrail,  ND  9 Oct  (SV,  fide  REM). 
Rarely  reported  in  South  Dakota  in  fall,  an 
Alder  Flycatcher  was  in  Clay  3 Aug  (DS). 
The  9th  record  for  Montana,  an  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  at  Westby  12  Aug  (TN).  The  9th 
and  10th  records  for  Montana,  single  Great 
Crested  Flycatchers  were  at  Westby  18  Aug 
(DC,  JC)  and  in  Glasgow  26  Aug  (DE).  A 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Sully,  SD  10  Sep 
would  provide  the  14th  record  for  the  state  if 
accepted  (p.a.,  RDO).  Out-of-range  Blue- 
headed Vireos  in  Montana  included  2 in  the 
Pryor  Mts.  9 Sep  (BJ)  and  one  in  Great  Falls 
17  Sep  (RM,  AE). 

A Common  Raven  was  unusual  at  Westby, 
MT  25  Sep  (TN).  Two  Canyon  Wrens  were  in 
the  N.  Cave  Hills  of  Harding,  SD  2 Sep  (DB). 
This  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for  the  state 
away  from  the  Black  Hills.  A Winter  Wren  was 
early  26  Aug  in  Stanley,  SD  (RDO),  and  a nice 
peak  of  3 was  tallied  at  Sully’s  Hill  National 
Game  Preserve,  Benson,  ND  23  Sep  (PHS).  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  early  9 Sep  in  Wells, 
ND  (REM).  The  first  record  for  Montana,  a 
Curve-billed  Thrasher  was  found  8 Sep  at  the 
Harris  Ranch  in  the  Bull  Mts.  n.  of  Billings  (WH, 


LH);  the  bird  remained  through  the  season. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  REDPOLLS 

The  7th  accepted  record  for  Montana,  a 
Northern  Parula  was  near  Culbertson,  Roo- 
sevelt 30  Aug  (TT).  An  early  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  in  Stanley,  SD  22  Aug 
(RDO).  In  Montana,  the  13th  record  for  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  furnished  by  a sin- 
gle 22  Sep  in  Daniels  (CF,  TF).  A Black-throat- 
ed Gray  Warbler  photographed  in  Fargo,  ND 
25  Aug  provided  the  2nd  record  for  the  state 
(CDE,  KRC).  About  the  15th  report  for  South 
Dakota,  a Townsend’s  Warbler  was  in  Penning- 
ton 26  Aug  (p.a.,  Tj).  A casual  migrant  in 
South  Dakota,  a Pine  Warbler  was  in  Deuel  14 
Sep  (BU).  Out-of-range  Connecticut  Warblers 
were  in  Pennington,  SD  20  Aug  (p.a.,  TJ)  and 
at  Medicine  Lake  N.W.R.,  MT  30  Aug  (TT), 
the  latter  furnishing  the  10th  record  for  the 
state.  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  late  in 
Hughes,  SD  9 Oct  (KM).  A Scarlet  Tanager 
seen  18  Sep  in  Ft.  Peck,  MT  furnished  the 
16th  record  for  the  state  (CC),  while  one  in 
Bismarck,  ND  16  Sep  was  a very  rare  migrant 
for  s.-cen.  North  Dakota  (CDE).  The  number 
of  migrant  White-crowned  Sparrows  was  no- 
tably low  this  season.  Smith’s  Longspurs 
peaked  at  125  in  Renville,  ND  6 Oct  (REM). 
Two  Smith’s  in  Haakon  30  Sep  made  the  only 
South  Dakota  report  for  the  season  (RDO).  A 
nice  fall  peak  of  2000  McCown’s  Longspurs 
was  in  Valley,  MT  8 Sep  (JC).  The  2nd  record 
for  Montana,  a Painted  Bunting  was  in  Saco 
15  Aug  (DM,  HM).  Over  100  Rusty  Blackbirds 
in  Ft.  Peck  25  Oct  was  an  astonishing  number 
in  Montana  for  this  declining  species  (CC). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  made  a push  into  the  Re- 
gion. Among  seven  North  Dakota  reports  was 
a peak  of  23  in  Pembina  and  Walsh  25  Nov 
(REM,  CDE).  There  were  two  reports  each 
from  Montana  and  South  Dakota.  A Cassin’s 
Finch  was  unusually  far  e.  at  Westby,  MT  6 
Oct  (TN).  An  early  Common  Redpoll  was  in 
Hughes,  SD  13  Oct  (KM).  The  earliest  on 
record  for  North  Dakota,  a Hoary  Redpoll  was 
in  Bottineau  14  Oct  (REM). 

Contributors  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
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Dan  Casey,  Aria  Eckert,  Donna  Enebo,  C. 
Fouhy,  T.  Fouhy,  Luther  Harris,  Waneta  Har- 
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Ron  Martin,  16900  125th  Street  SE 

Sawyer,  North  Dakota  58781-9284,  (jrmartin@srt.com) 


Southern  Great  Plains 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 
W.  Ross  Silcock 


Fall  can  be  an  exciting  period,  as  many 
populations  are  at  their  highs  after  a 
summer’s  breeding  season,  and  move- 
ments of  these  birds  provide  ample  opportu- 
nities to  document  large  concentrations  as 
well  as  extralimital  individuals.  Patterns  of 
extended  drought  in  the  Region  tend  to  con- 
centrate numbers  of  birds  around  fewer  water 
sources,  thus  possibly  also  providing  false  im- 
pressions of  large  populations.  Waterbirds 
provide  many  examples,  but  galliform  obser- 
vations in  south-central  Kansas  may  also  be 
germane. 

As  autumn  seasons  go,  2006  had  a near-av- 
erage mix  of  eastern  and  western  species 
criss-crossing  the  Plains.  The  northward  shift 
of  some  species  continues,  but  it  is  also  clear 
that  westward  shifts  are  underway  in  several 
species — probably  owing  to  encroaching 
woody  growth,  a consequence  largely  of  fire 
suppression.  A pattern  that  appears  to  be 
emerging  more  recently,  and  possibly  exhibit- 
ed this  season,  has  been  the  earlier  fall  arrivals 
of  more  northerly  nesting  species  (and  later 
departures  for  some),  possibly  reflecting  ad- 
justments or  perturbations  in  migration  pat- 
terns because  of  climate  change. 


Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Cheyenne 
Bottoms  W.M.A.,  Barton , KS);  Hackberry  Flat 
(Hackberry  Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Mc- 
Conaughy  (L.  McConaughy,  Keith , NE); 
Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red 
Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK); 
Salt  Plains  (Salt  Plains  N.W.R.,  Alfalfa,  OK); 
Tenkiller  (L.  Tenkiller,  Sequoyah,  OK). 

DUCKS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

The  high  count  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks,  now  routine  in  extreme  se.  Oklahoma, 
was  19  at  Red  Slough  14  Aug  (DA,  PG).  Ex- 
ceptional were  2 Black-bellieds  in  Johnson,  KS 
23  Aug  (BW).  A Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
at  McConaughy  25  Aug  and  17  Sep  had  prob- 
ably summered  (SJD);  6 in  Oklahoma  29  Sep 
(RA)  were  somewhat  early.  A now-resident 
Cackling  Goose  was  noted  in  Sarpy,  NE  8 Sep 
(L&BP).  As  in  many  other  areas,  swan  identi- 
fication may  now  be  an  “issue,”  as  Tundra 
Swan  has  become  probably  less 
numerous  than  Trumpeter.  Ten 
Tundras  were  at  Quivira  4-25  Nov 
(RW,  m.ob.),  and  2 ads.  and  a juv. 
were  in  Platte,  NE  10-23  Nov 
(CW,  m.ob.).  Up  to  4 Gadwalls 
summered  at  Red  Slough  (DA).  A 
Mottled  Duck  was  at  Quivira, 
where  there  are  many  recent 
records,  20  Aug  (ML,  MG,  AM, 

WCT).  Quite  the  collections  were 
the  3000  Northern  Pintails  at  Salt 
Plains  16  Sep  (JWA,  SM)  and 
2000  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Hack- 
berry 19  Sep  (L&MT).  A female 
or  juv.  Garganey  was  reported  in 
Nance,  NE  12  Oct  (p.a.,  CW). 

Any  collection  of  Canvasbacks 
is  noteworthy,  but  1388  at  McConaughy  31 
Oct  (SJD)  and  200  at  Quivira  28  Oct  (SS,  DB) 
were  especially  robust  counts.  Two  Ring- 
necked Ducks  in  Harlan,  NE  4 Aug  (JSt)  pro- 
vided a rare  summer  record.  Greater  Scaup 
were  noted  in  small  groups  beginning  31  Oct 
in  Lincoln,  NE  (SJD),  with  a concentration  of 
127  at  their  favored  site,  Sooner  L., 
Pawnee/Noble,  OK  24  Nov  (JWA,  JS,  JT).  Four 
Harlequin  Ducks  in  Holt,  NE  12  Nov  (SW) 


furnished  Nebraska’s  5th  documented  report. 
Nebraska  also  posted  a record  showing  of  Surf 
Scoters  this  season,  with  13  birds  reported  22 
Oct-16  Nov,  including  6 at  McConaughy  31 
Oct  (SJD,  fide  WRS).  Other  Surfs  included 
singles  in  Cherokee,  KS  7 Nov  (DHe)  and  Tul- 
sa 19  & 23  Oct  and  4 Nov  (BC,  TC,  and  JWA, 
respectively).  The  only  other  scoters  were 
Blacks,  including  a whopping  27  reported  15 
Oct-28  Nov  in  Nebraska  (fide  WRS),  among 
them  a flock  of  20  at  Salt  L.,  Lancaster  25  Oct 
(JGJ);  one  and  2 birds  were  noted  at  two  lo- 
cations in  Tulsa  12  & 20  Nov  Q\VA;  TC).  Also 
appearing  in  above-average  numbers  were 
Long-tailed  Ducks,  with  at  least  7 reported 
from  Nebraska  beginning  30  Oct  in  Lancaster 
(early,  JGJ)  and  singles  in  Blaine,  OK  31  Oct 
(also  early,  shot  by  hunter,  fide  NW),  in  Sum- 
ner, KS  5 Nov  (LHi),  in  Sedgwick,  KS  5 Nov 
(PJ),  in  Osage,  KS  11  Nov  (MG,  BAS),  and  at 
Salt  Plains  11  Nov  (TC).  A Barrow’s  Golden- 


eye was  studied  in  Sedgwick,  KS  11-27  Nov 
(PG,  m.ob.).  An  injured  Common  Merganser 
was  noted  on  the  unusual  date  of  20  Aug  in 
Tulsa  (TC). 

Greater  Prairie-Chickens  reported  from 
Sheridan,  NE  10  Aug  (SJ)  provided  the  first  n. 
Panhandle  report  since  1978,  with  other  scat- 
tered reports  across  Nebraska,  including  50  in 
Buffalo  26  Nov  (TEL).  A very  late  nesting  for 
Wild  Turkey  was  indicated  by  a hen  with  2 


This  Red-throated  Loon  at  Lake  Hefner,  Oklahoma  City  26  November  2006 
(here)  was  a genuine  rarity  there,  though  Oklahoma  has  had  regular  records 
from  Lake  Tenkiller.  Photograph  by  Pat  Velte. 


VOLUME  61  (2007) 


NUMBER  1 


95 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


This  subadult  Reddish  Egret  made  it  out  onto  the  short-grass  plains  of  the 
Oklahoma  Panhandle  in  Keyes,  Cimarron  County  2 September  2006  (here). 

Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


three-week  old  chicks  in  Sarpy,  NE  7 Nov 
(AR).  An  early  Red-throated  Loon  was  in 
Johnson,  KS  20-26  Oct  (DF,  rn.ob.),  2 were  at 
Tenkiller  29  Oct  (BH),  and  one  was  in  Okla- 
homa 21  Nov  (PV).  Pacific  Loons  were  noted 


Good  numbers  of  Piping  Plovers  were  reported  after  an 
apparently  good  breeding  season  in  2006,  including  this 
hatch-year  bird  at  Lake  Hefner,  Oklahoma  County,  Okla- 
homa 1 7 August  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Pat  Velte. 

at  Tenkiller  23  Oct  (3;  JWA)  and  3 Nov  (one; 
SB);  other  singles  were  in  Lincoln,  NE  31  Oct 
(SJD),  in  Washington,  OK  2 Nov  (MP),  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  3 Nov  (TJW),  and  in  Cowley,  KS 
24  Nov  (MT),  with  2 in  Kingman,  KS  12  Nov 
(D&FV).  A very  early  migrant  Horned  Grebe 
was  found  grounded  in  Tulsa  12  Sep  (SM).  A 
big  season  was  also  noted  for  Red-necked 
Grebes  in  Nebraska,  with  at  least  16  birds  re- 
ported, including  a basic-plumaged  bird  in 
Keith,  NE  3 Sep  (DH),  presumably  an  imm., 
and  an  unprecedented  11  at  Branched  Oak  L., 
Lancaster  28  Oct  (JGJ).  Three  errant  Western 
Grebes  were  in  Knox,  NE  13  Aug  (BFH).  The 
high  count  for  Westerns  at  McConaughy  was 
a modest  8160  on  26  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG).  Away 
from  Nebraska,  Westerns  were  located  in 
Custer,  OK  26-29  Oct  (BS),  Pawnee/Noble,  OK 
23-29  Oct  (TC,  rn.ob.),  Washington,  OK  2-20 
Nov  (up  to  3;  MP,  MD),  Jefferson,  KS  5 Nov 


(ML,  MG,  AM),  Reno,  KS  11 
Nov  (13;  MG,  PM),  and 
Tenkiller  23  Nov  (MM1).  Aech- 
mophorus  hybrids  (or,  more 
likely,  imms.)  were  noted  in 
Gosper,  NE  16  Nov  (PD)  and  in 
Sarpy,  NE  29  Aug  (JWH). 
Clarks  Grebes  e.  of  usual  areas 
were  noted  in  Platte,  NE  23  Oct 
(CW)  and  Pierce,  NE  27-29  Oct 
(MB,  PR),  with  21  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 15  Sep  (SJD,  WRS, 
KN). 

In  Kansas,  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants appeared  in  Barton  26 
Aug  (SS)  and  Coffey  19  Sep 
(MG),  the  only  ones  away  from 
Red  Slough  this  season.  An 
American  Bittern  lingered 
through  13  Nov  in  Thayer,  NE  (WF).  The 
only  report  of  Least  Bittern  was  in  Knox,  NE 
17  Sep  (MB),  also  a rather  late  date.  A sur- 
prising 61  Snowy  Egrets  were  found  5 Oct  in 
Fillmore,  NE  (JGJ),  with  one  very  late  at  Nio- 
brara, NE  25  Oct  (MB).  Also  quite  tardy  were 
an  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  in  Knox/Cedar,  NE 
9 Oct  (DW)  and  a Cattle  Egret  in  Knox,  NE  4 
Nov  (MB).  A real  surprise  was  a Reddish 
Egret  photographed  in  Cimarron,  OK  2 Sep 
(SM  et  ah).  Tricolored  Herons  away  from  Red 
Slough  included  singles  in  Pawnee,  OK  11 
Aug  (JWA),  Oklahoma  20-27  Aug  (JB,  PV, 
rn.ob.),  Cleveland,  OK  20  Aug  (DG),  and  Salt 
Plains  26  Aug  (MR  MaP).  Vagrants 
were  a Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  in  Chase,  NE  19  Aug  (DH) 
and  a White  Ibis  in  Douglas,  KS  1- 
5 Aug  (MT,  MRo).  Two  White  Ibis 
lingered  through  3 Oct  at  Red 
Slough  (DA,  BH).  Adding  to  the 
string  of  reports  in  recent  years 
were  Glossy  Ibis  at  Quivira  20  Aug 
(ML,  MG,  AM,  WCT)  and  in  the  e. 

Rainwater  Basin,  s.-cen.  Nebraska 
5 Oct  (JGJ)-  Quite  tardy  was  a 
White-faced  Ibis  in  Johnson,  NE  27 
Oct  (EBn).  Roseate  Spoonbills  and 
Wood  Storks  continue  to  enter  the 
Region  almost  exclusively  at  Red 
Slough,  with  high  counts  of  7 
spoonbills  28-29  Aug  and  186 
storks  12  Aug  (DA  et  ah).  A spoon- 
bill was  discovered  in  Cleveland,  OK  4 Sep 
(CWh).  The  Wood  Stork  reported  during 
summer  at  Saunders,  NE  remained  through  3 
Aug  ( fide  WRS).  Two  Turkey  Vultures  in  Otoe, 
NE  30  Nov  (L&rCF)  were  rather  late. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Always  a remote  possibility,  a White-tailed 
Kite  was  located  in  Jefferson,  KS  11-22  Sep 


(GP,  rn.ob.).  Part  of  the  northward  expansion 
of  Mississippi  Kites,  40  were  counted  in 
Grant,  KS  24  Aug  (KH)  and  26  in  Saline,  KS 
23  Aug  (RH).  There  has  been  a general  pat- 
tern of  range  expansion  for  several  e.  species 
westward,  including  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
that  are  now  noted  routinely  w.  to  Sedgwick, 
Sumner,  Ellis,  and  Morris,  KS  ( fide  LM)  and 
Lancaster,  NE  (JCiu).  Broad-winged  Hawks 
were  noted  w.  to  Perkins,  NE  5 Oct  (DH),  and 
up  to  5 were  in  Morton,  KS  20  (SP,  CH,  MT) 
& 29  Sep  (TCa).  Easterly  were  a Ferruginous 
Hawk  at  two  locations  in  Tulsa,  OK  begin- 
ning 26  Oct  (LMc,  JSi,  TC)  and  Golden  Ea- 
gles in  Lancaster,  NE  21  Oct  (EBd)  and  Riley, 
KS  28  Oct  (DR,  JN).  Merlin  reports  have 
clearly  been  on  an  upswing  over  the  past 
decade;  early  columbarius  arrivals  were  noted 
in  Seward,  NE  17  Aug  (JGJ),  Clay,  NE  19  Aug 
(JGJ),  and  Tulsa,  OK  27  Aug  (JWA).  Pere- 
grine Falcon  reports  have  become  more  rou- 
tine, with  at  least  20+  birds  reported.  The 
easternmost  Prairie  Falcons  for  the  Region 
came  from  Pawnee,  NE  21  Nov  (TEL)  and 
Harvey,  KS  4 Nov  (RW). 

A modest  2-3  Yellow  Rails  were  flushed  at 
Red  Slough  12-29  Oct  (DA  et  al.).  Black  Rails 
continue  to  be  located  at  Quivira  (NL,  JLe).  A 
possible  rail  haven  was  located  in  Sumner,  KS 
6 Aug,  when  a King  Rail,  2 Virginia  Rails,  8 
Soras,  and  4 Common  Moorhens  with  11 
young  were  located  (MT,  GY).  The  presence 
of  a pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes  with  2 colts  in 


Rock,  NE  15  Aug  (CHa)  almost  certainly  indi- 
cates nesting.  Whooping  Cranes  were  detect- 
ed within  their  normal  migration  window  23 
Oct-11  Nov  (AW,  fide  WRS,  LM). 

Healthy  fall  counts  were  40  Black-bellied 
Plovers  at  McConoughy  30  Sep  (DH)  and 
320-336  American  Golden-Plovers  in  York, 
NE  3-5  Oct  (JGJ) — but  then,  consider  seeing 
1 100  Snowy  Plovers  at  Salt  Plains  16  Sep 


Among  a number  of  Red-necked  Phalaropes  reported  in  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  was  this  bird  at  the  Salt  Plains  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa  County,  Oklahoma  16  Sepember  2006  (here). 
Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 
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Fail  2006  was  clearly  an  above-average  season  for  Sabine's  Gulls  in  the  continent's 
interior.  This  juvenile  was  at  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa 
County,  Oklahoma  22  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Jim  Arterburn. 


(JWA,  SM),  with  430  still  present  5 Oct  (JWA, 
RS).  Tardy  were  a Semipalmated  Plover  in 
Platte,  NE  18-23  Oct  (CW)  and  a Piping 
Plover  in  Lancaster,  NE  28  Sep-11  Oct  QGJ), 
with  another  in  Platte,  NE  18  Oct  (CW).  Mi- 
grant Pipings  were  found  in  Clay,  KS  6 Aug 
(CO),  Red  Slough  8 Aug  (DA,  BH),  and  Okla- 
homa, OK  13  Aug  (JAG,  pv)  through  9 Sep 
(2;  JW,  MF).  A high  count  for  the  species, 
modest  as  it  is,  was  28  Mountain  Plovers  in 
Kimball,  NE  31  Aug  (LS). 

Among  tardy  shorebirds  were  a single  Wil- 
let  at  McConaughy  7 Oct  (KN,  BSc)  and  43  at 
Salt  Plains  16  Sep  QWA,  SM).  Among  the  lat- 
est Long-billed  Curlews  for  the  season  were 
one  at  McConaughy  15  Sep  (SJD,  WRS,  KN) 
and  22  at  Hackberry  19  Sep  (L&MT).  Mar- 
bled Godwits,  also  setting  a pattern  of  later 
records,  were  noted  through  30  Sep  in  Okla- 
homa (4;  JW,  MF).  Just  a drop  in  the  bucket  of 
the  numbers  that  pass  over  the  Region  were 
the  487  Upland  Sandpipers  counted  in  Wag- 
oner, OK  6 Aug  (JWA).  Regular  but  rare,  7 
Ruddy  Turnstones  were  recorded  in  the  Re- 
gion, 5 from  Nebraska,  the  first  in  Platte  5 Aug 
(CW),  the  latest  in  Lancaster  16  Sep  (CNK, 
D&JP).  Red  Knot  was  a tougher-than-nonnal 
find  this  season,  with  only  one:  16  Sep  at  Salt 
Plains  (JWA,  SM).  While  getting  scarcer  in  re- 
cent decades,  143  and  80  Western  Sandpipers 
were  tallied  at  Salt  Plains  16  & 21  Sep,  re- 
spectively (JWA  et  ah),  these  among  a re- 
spectable fall  concentration  of  shorebirds  that 
included  4000  Semipalmated,  3000  Least,  610 
Baird’s,  and  930  Stilt  Sandpipers.  Only  a few 
scattered  Westerns  were  otherwise  noted. 

Rather  late  were  2 Sanderlings  in  Pawnee, 
OK  27  Oct  (JWA),  18  Baird’s  Sandpipers  in 
Knox,  NE  4 Nov  (MB),  and  2 Stilt  Sandpipers 
in  Lancaster,  NE  28  Oct  QGJ).  An  impressive 
count  was  the  800  Pectoral  Sandpipers  in 
Platte,  NE  15  Aug  (CW).  Buff-breasted  Sand- 


piper may  locally  stage  in  e. 
Oklahoma,  where  431  were 
counted  on  Wagoner  sod 
farms  6 Aug  (JWA)  and  185 
in  Pawnee  11  Aug  (JWA);  0ne 
was  noted  w.  to  McConaughy 
20  Aug  (CG),  and  4 were  in 
Perkins,  NE  1 Sep  (DH). 
Only  a handful  of  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  this  season 
included  4 in  Sarpy,  NE  5 
Aug  (CNK),  ads.  in  Platte, 
NE  15  & 18  Aug  (CW),  and 
singles  in  Cimarron,  OK  2 
Sep  (SM),  at  Red  Slough  12 
Sep  (DA),  and  Salt  Plains  22 
Sep  (JWA  et  ah).  An  amazing 
tally  was  the  record  5500 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  (includ- 
ing an  albino)  at  Crescent 
Lake  N.W.R.,  Garden,  NE  26 
Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG).  Single 
Red-necked  Phalaropes,  rare 
e.  and  s.  in  the  Region,  were 
located  in  Oklahoma,  OK  26- 
27  Aug  (JW,  m.ob.), 

Cheyenne,  KS  2 Sep  (PJ  et 
ah),  and  Lancaster,  NE  22 
Sep  (JGj);  better-than-aver- 
age  seasonal  counts  included 
22  at  McConaughy  26  Aug 
(SJD,  JG,  AB)  and  56  and  31 
at  Salt  Plains  16  & 22  Sep,  re- 
spectively (JWA  et  ah).  Rarest 
of  the  phalaropes  in  the  Re- 
gion, Reds  were  found  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 26  Aug  (SJD,  AB; 
ph.  SJD)  and  15  Sep  (SJD, 

WRS,  KN;  ph.  SJD),  only  the 
12th  and  13th  records  for  the 
state. 

Jaegers  have  been  hard  to 
come  by  in  the  Region  for  some  time.  This 
season  brought  a single  light  morph  juv.  Po- 
marine  Jaeger  to  McConaughy  17  Sep  (ph. 
SJD,  KN,  WRS),  the  13th  record  for  the  state, 
and  a Parasitic  30  Oct  into  Riley,  KS  (TCa). 
Laughing  Gulls  this  season  included  birds  in 
Pawnee,  OK  25  Aug  (JWA),  in  Wagoner,  OK  2 
Sep  and  8 Oct  (JWA),  at  Salt  Plains  22  Sep 
(JWA,  SM  et  ah),  in  Lancaster,  NE  22  Oct  (a 
first-year  bird;  JGJ),  and  in  Pierce,  NE  27  Oct 
(a  second-year  bird;  MB).  Not  annual  in  the 
Region,  Little  Gulls  were  noted  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 27  Aug  (juv.;  ph.  SJD,  AB,  JG),  in 
Pawnee,  OK  23  Oct-13  Nov  (TC,  JWA),  in 
Lancaster,  NE  25  Oct  (ad.;  JGJ),  and  in  Reno, 
KS  28  Oct  (juv.;  Pj,  WAS).  At  McConaughy, 
124  California  Gulls  were  present  15  Sep 
(SJD,  WRS,  KN);  others  in  Oklahoma  were  in 
Oklahoma  on  13-23  Aug  (ad.;  JAG,  PV),  16 


Sep,  and  4 Nov  (JAG),  and  in  Wagoner  8 Oct 
(JWA).  Early  migrant  and/or  summering  Her- 
ring Gulls  included  one  2 Aug  in  Sarpy,  NE 
(CNK)  and  3 ads.  at  McConaughy  27  Aug 
(SJD,  AB,  JG);  juvs.  were  at  Hefner  16  Sep 
(JAG),  in  Lancaster,  NE  22  Sep  QGJ),  and  at 
Salt  Plains  22  Sep  (JWA  et  ah).  The  only  Thay- 
er’s Gull  reported  was  an  ad.  in  Cedar/Knox, 
NE  11  Nov  (BFH).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  at  McConaughy  25  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG), 
15  Sep  (2;  SJD,  WRS,  KN),  17  Sep  (2;  SJD, 
WRS,  KN),  and  31  Oct  (2;  SJD);  singles  else- 
where were  in  Wagoner , OK  14  Oct-4  Nov 
(JWA),  in  Sedgwick,  KS  1 Nov  (PJ),  and  in  Se- 
quoyah, OK  23  Nov  QNe,  MMl).  An  ad.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  McConaughy  1-31 
Oct  (MJI,  DH,  SJD;  ph.  SJD).  Among  the  bird- 
ers’ delights  this  season  was  a remarkable  ar- 
ray of  juv.  Sabine’s  Gulls,  including  22  in  Ne- 
braska, with  dates  ranging 
from  27  Aug  in  Keith  (SJD, 
AB,  JG)  to  8 Oct  in  Chase  (2; 
DH);  the  top  count  was  of  7 at 
McConaughy  17  Sep  (SJD, 
WRS,  KN).  Other  notable 
Sabine’s  were  2 in  Pawnee,  OK 
19  Sep  (SM),  4 at  Salt  Plains 
22  Sep  (JWA,  SM,  RS,  LMa), 
one  at  Sequoyah,  OK  23  Sep 
(BHa),  2 in  Morton,  KS  20-22 
Sep  (MT,  CH,  SP),  2 at  Quivi- 
ra  24  Sep  (SS,  SP,  CH),  and 
one  27  Sep  in  Comanche,  OK 
(EB,  L&MT).  Surprises  were 
single  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wakes  in  Hall,  NE  6 Nov  (ph. 
PD)  and  Coffey,  KS  1 1-29  Nov 
(MG,  BAS). 

Seven  Caspian  Terns  in 
Wagoner,  OK  23  Oct  and  6 
there  on  4 Nov  (JWA)  were 
tardy.  Small  groups  of  Com- 
mon Terns  were  found  at  McConaughy  15 
Sep  (7;  SJD,  WRS,  KN),  at  Salt  Plains  16  Sep 
(9;  JWA,  SM),  and  in  Pawnee,  OK  4-5  Oct  (4- 
8;  JWA,  m.ob.).  A juv.  Arctic  Tern  in  Platte, 
NE  26  Sep-1  Oct  (tCW,  MB,  PR,  JJ,  BFH),  if 
accepted,  would  provide  the  4th  state  record. 
The  250  Black  Terns  at  Salt  Plains  16  Sep  were 
quite  late  for  such  a large  number  (JWA,  SM). 

DOVES  THROUGH  RAVENS 

Concentrations  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
continue  to  build:  75  were  at  Lincoln,  NE  24 
Oct  (TJW)  and  132  in  Scott,  KS  5 Nov 
(T&SS).  White-winged  Doves  continue  to  ex- 
pand in  Nebraska,  with  reports  from  three  lo- 
cations this  season  ( fide  WRS)  and  116  at 
feeders  in  Finney,  KS  14  Oct  (T&SS).  Inca 
Doves  are  also  filling  in  locations  in  Oklaho- 
ma, particularly  e.  areas  ( fide  JAG).  Black- 


This  Barred  Owl  was  photographed  in 
North  Platte,  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska 
18  November  2006  (here),  west  of  the 
species' typical  range.  Photograph  by 
T.J.  Walker. 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  . NUMBER  1 


97 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


Found  in  some  lonely  brush  in  open  prairie  was  this  Hammond's  Flycatcher  in  Leoti,  Wichita  County,  Kansas  on  2 September 
2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Matt  Gearheart. 


billed  Cuckoo  has  become  a rare  bird  in  the 
Region;  the  only  reports  this  season  were 
from  Otoe , NE  1 Aug  (L&CF)  and  Richardson , 
NE  29  Aug  (TR).  Greater  Roadrunners  ex- 
panding northward  were  found  in  Kingman, 
KS  19  Nov  (CS)  and  Ellsworth,  KS  in  Aug 
(IT).  On  the  advance  westward  with  Red- 
shouldered Hawks,  at  least  one  Barred  Owl 
moved  as  far  w.  in  Nebraska  as  Lincoln  18  Nov 
(TJW). 

Outstanding  was  a Lesser  Nighthawk  in 
Morton,  KS  21  Sep  (CH,  SP).  A Common 
Poorwill  in  Tulsa,  OK  17  Oct  (JWA)  was  tardy. 
It  is  difficult  to  imagine  counting  70  White- 
throated  Swifts  going  to  roost  in  the  Region, 
as  seen  at  Scotts  Bluff  N.M.,  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  8 
Aug  (KD).  An  imm.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird photographed  in  Sioux,  NE  23  Aug 
(HKH)  made  about  the  5th  documented  re- 
port for  the  Nebraska  Panhandle.  Calliope 
Hummingbirds  this  season  were  remarkable 
at  the  w.  reaches  of  the  Region,  reported 
through  29  Sep;  7 were  at  three  sets  of  feeders 
in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  (KD,  RSg,  AK);  others  were 
Kansas  singles  in  Pawnee  (DK)  and  Grant 
(KH),  up  to  5 in  Finney  (T&SS,  MO),  and  at 
least  one  in  Sedgwick  (PJ,  PG).  Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds  were  reported  in  Scotts  Bluff, 
NE  1 & 5 Aug  (KD),  Sioux,  NE  12  Aug  (LF), 
Finney,  KS  13  Aug  (DS,  SSI),  Kimball,  NE  27 
Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG)  and,  most  exceptionally. 
Pawnee,  KS  24  Sep  (DK,  SS).  The  generally 
expected  Rufous  Hummingbird  was  noted  e. 
to  Douglas,  KS  25  Aug  (KM),  Sedgwick,  KS  26 


Aug  (RM),  and  Sarpy,  NE,  where  one  of  3 
birds  remained  19  Aug  (L&SW)  through  28 
Nov  (ph.,/ide  CNK). 

A Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  still  rare  as  far 
w.  as  Scotts  Bluff,  NE,  was  noted  there  18  Nov 


Out  of  place  and  out  of  date  was  this  Cassin's  Kingbird  lin- 
gering near  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa 
County,  Oklahoma  11  November  2006  (here).  Photograph 
by  Ann  Wilber. 

(KD).  The  tally  of  75-100  Red-headed  Wood- 
peckers in  Jefferson,  KS  26  Sep  (BWa)  was  ex- 
ceptional. Red-naped  Sapsuckers,  always 
scarce,  were  in  Sioux,  NE  19  Sep  (KD)  and  13 
Oct  (HKH)  and  in  Morton,  KS  30  Sep  (TCa). 
A Western  Wood-Pewee  in  Sherman,  KS  2 Sep 
(PJ)  was  easterly.  Unexpected  was  a Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatcher  at  McConaughy  26  Aug 
(SJD,  AB,  JG),  the  westernmost  fall  record  for 


Nebraska.  Two  Alder  Flycatchers  vocalizing 
in  Sarpy  16  Aug  (L&BP)  and  another  at  Red 
Slough  14  Aug  (DA,  PG)  provide  slight  in- 
sight into  fall  migration  for  this  cryptic 
species.  Up  to  4 Willow/Alder  Flycatchers 
were  noted  8 Aug-12  Sep  at  Red  Slough  (DA, 
m.ob.),  with  a high  count  of  5 in  Wagoner,  OK 

6 Aug  (D&JV).  Hammond’s  Flycatchers,  rare 
fall  migrants  in  the  w.,  were  in  Cimarron,  OK 
21  Sep  (G&MK),  Morton,  KS  1 Oct  (TCa), 
and  Wichita,  KS  2 Sep  (PJ  et  al.).  Similarly  dis- 
tributed in  the  Region  is  Dusky  Flycatcher;  2 
were  in  Kimball,  NE  27  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG), 
with  a single  in  Sherman,  KS  2 Sep  (vocaliz- 
ing; PJ).  Rarely  reported  in  fall,  single 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  were  at  two  locations 
in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep  (SP,  CH,  MT).  A Black 
Phoebe  returned  to  Broken  Bow  Res.,  McCur- 
tain,  OK  3 Oct  (BHo)  for  its  3rd  winter  there. 
Easterly  was  a Say’s  Phoebe  in  Pottawatomie, 
KS  13  Sep  (DBu).  Four  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
remained  at  their  regular  location  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK  through  at  least  21  Sep  (G&MK,  JW), 
but  a surprise  was  one  far  to  the  e.  in  Wash- 
ington, KS  11-26  Sep  (DT,  WBu).  Rare  in  the 
Oklahoma  Panhandle,  a Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher was  in  Cimarron  3 Sep  (JW).  Intrigu- 
ing was  a Myiarchus  flycatcher  with  a “bright 
yellow  belly”  in  Morton,  KS  as  late  as  3 Nov 
(JSh).  Two  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were  within 
range  in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep  (SP,  CH,  MT), 
while  a clearly  extralimital  and  quite  tardy 
Cassin’s  was  photographed  in  Alfalfa,  OK  1 1 
Nov  (AW,  JW).  Two  imm.  Scissor- tailed  Fly- 
catchers in  Lancaster,  NE  14  Aug  (DSh,  fide 
TEL)  may  have  been  offspring  of  a pair  that 
was  in  the  area  during  Jun. 

Southerly  Northern  Shrikes  were  in  Alfalfa, 
OK  11  Nov  (JW)  and,  rather  early,  in  Morton, 
KS  22  Oct  (SS,  SP,  TCa).  A westerly  surprise 
was  a juv.  White-eyed  Vireo  at  McConaughy 
15  Sep  (SJD,  WRS,  KN),  only  the  2nd  for  Ne- 
braska away  from  the  east.  Another  at  Red 
Slough  8 Oct  (DA,  BH,  MD)  was  tardy.  A Yel- 
low-throated Vireo  in  Holt,  NE  4 Sep  (MB) 
was  westerly.  Rare  for  Cimarron,  OK  was  a 
Plumbeous  Vireo  3 Sep  (JW).  Adding  to  the 
few  records  of  Cassin’s  Vireos  from  the  w. 
edge  of  the  Region  were  singles  2 Sep  in 
Cheyenne,  KS  (PJ  et  al.),  3 Sep  in  Keith,  NE 
(DH),  and  1 Oct  in  Morton,  KS  (TCa).  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  in  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region, 
where  rare,  was  in  Garden,  NE  16  Sep  (SJD, 
WRS,  KN);  an  early  bird  was  at  Red  Slough  20 
Aug  (JM,  DA);  and  a lingering  bird  was  in 
Crawford,  KS  2 Nov  (LH).  A good  showing  of 

7 Philadelphia  Vireos  was  reported  in  Nebras- 
ka ( fide  WRS);  one  in  Tulsa,  OK  23  Sep  (ST) 
was  more  unusual,  as  was  a westerly  Red- 
eyed Vireo  in  Cimarron,  OK  3 Sep  (JW).  A re- 
markable 125  Fish  Crows  were  at  a sod  farm 
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in  Tulsa , OK  17  Aug  (TMi),  while  2 were  at 
the  range  limits  in  Butler,  KS  15  Sep  (GY).  A 
Common  Raven  calling  over  Valentine 
N.W.R.,  Cherry,  NE  28  Oct  (SJD)  provides 
only  the  3rd  documented  record  for  the  state 
since  1900. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  incredible  roost  of  50,000  Purple  Martins 
assembled  in  Wichita,  Sedgwick,  KS  9 Aug 
(KG).  The  only  migrant  Violet-green  Swal- 
lows reported  were  in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep  (CH, 
SP,  MT).  Quite  easterly  were  Rock  Wrens  in 
Sarpy,  NE  30  Sep  (JWH)  and  Washington,  OK 
7 Sep  (RVZ).  Conversely,  a Carolina  Wren  was 
westerly  in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep  (SP,  CH,  MT). 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  continued  their  inva- 
sion of  Nebraska;  n.  reports  came  from  Scotts 
Bluff,  Morrill,  Holt,  and  Dixon  (CG,  MB,  JJ, 
L&BP).  Numbers  of  Mountain  Bluebirds  were 
noted  during  migration  as  far  e.  as  Stafford, 
KS,  where  5 were  seen  28  Oct  (SS,  DB);  best 
count  was  75  in  Russell,  KS  18  Nov  (MR). 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  arrived  early  and  spread 
out  quickly;  one  was  in  Morrill,  NE  20  Aug 
(CG),  another  as  far  e.  as  Cedar,  NE  24  Oct 
(RE),  and  one  was  s.  to  Pawnee,  KS  4 Oct 
(DS).  Noteworthy  in  fall  were  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  in  Cimarron,  OK  7 Sep  (JM)  and 
Tulsa,  OK  14  Sep  (LU).  Hermit  Thrushes  of 
the  Rocky  Mt.  subspecies  auduboni  arrive  in 
the  Region  earlier  than  e.  birds;  2 were  in  s. 
Sioux,  NE  19  Sep  (KD).  Varied  Thrushes  were 
noted  in  s.  Sioux,  NE  24-28  Oct  (HKH)  and  in 
Morton,  KS  21-22  Oct  (one  or  2 birds;  SP,  SS). 
Continuing  into  its  4th  year  of  residence  and 
at  least  6th  year  of  age,  the  Curve-billed 
Thrasher  in  Sioux,  NE  began  singing  during 
Aug  as  a follow-up  to  its  usual  philanthropic 
attempts  to  feed  other  birds’  young  (LF).  A 
good  count  of  American  Pipits  was  600  in  an 
alfalfa  field  in  Adams,  NE  21  Oct  (PD).  The 
only  report  of  Bohemian  Waxwing  was  of  one 
with  Cedar  Waxwings  in  Lancaster,  NE  22 
Nov  (JGJ). 

Rare  e.  warblers  included  singles  of  Gold- 
en-winged Warblers  in  Lancaster,  NE  26  Aug 
(LE),  Johnson,  KS  31  Aug  (DSe),  and  Otoe,  NE 
13  Sep  (L&CF).  A laggard  Nashville  Warbler 
in  Tulsa,  OK  2 Nov  (JWA)  was  outdone  by  an- 
other in  Sioux,  NE  27  Nov  (LF).  Westerly 
Nashvilles,  in  Nebraska  at  least,  are  usually  of 
the  subspecies  ridgwayi;  one  was  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  26  Aug,  amidst  443  Yellow  War- 
blers (SJD,  AB,  JG).  This  was  a good  fall  for 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers;  3 were  reported  w. 
to  Keith  and  Sioux,  NE  29  Aug-15  Sep  (DH, 
SJD,  WRS,  KN,  RSg),  and  singles  were  in 
Cimarron,  OK  7 Sep  (JM)  and  Oklahoma,  OK 
6 Sep  (NV).  Rare  in  fall  in  Oklahoma,  a Mag- 
nolia Warbler  was  in  Canadian  6 Oct  (JW). 


NE  5 Oct  (L&CF).  Only  3 Bay-breasted  War- 
blers were  reported,  singles  in  Richardson,  NE 
29  Aug  (TR),  Sedgwick,  KS  9 Sep  (PJ,  KG), 
and  Otoe,  NE  14  Sep  (L&CF).  Rare  so  far  w. 
were  a Black-and-white  Warbler  and  a female 
American  Redstart  in  Cimarron,  OK  3 Sep 
(JW).  Early  Ovenbirds  were  picked  up  dead 
in  Tulsa,  OK  16  Aug  and  1 Sep  (JWA).  Rarely 
reported  as  fall  migrants,  2 Kentucky  War- 
blers were  in  Sarpy,  NE  10  Sep  (JWH).  Good 
numbers  of  Canada  Warblers  were  noted  in 
Nebraska,  with  6 found  26  Aug-2  Sep  (fide 
WRS),  including  a female  as  far  w.  as  Mc- 
Conaughy  27  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG)  and  another 
in  Comanche,  OK  3 Sep  (K&SM).  A tardy  Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  appeared  in  Tulsa,  OK  21 
Sep  (JWA). 

A Western  Tanager  and  Green-tailed 
Towhee  in  Morton,  KS  22  Sep  (SP,  CH,  MT) 
were  the  only  ones  reported.  Tricky  to  locate  in 
fall,  2 Cassin’s  Sparrows  (an  ad.  and  a juv.) 
were  at  McConaughy  26  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG). 
Rarely  reported  in  migration,  a Brewer’s  Spar- 
row was  in  Cheyenne,  KS  2 Sep  (PJ).  High- 
lighting the  peak  migration  period  were  311 
Savannah  Sparrows  at  Red  Slough  1 Nov  (DA, 
BH).  Two  sites  in  Pawnee,  NE  consisting  of 
CRP  grassland  with  native  grass  admixtures 
had  a total  of  21  Henslow’s  Sparrows  13  Aug 
(WRS);  a juv.  Henslow’s  was  photographed  in 
Seward,  NE  15  Aug  (CG).  Unexpected  at  Red 
Slough,  but  possibly  within  the  wintering 
range,  were  2 Henslow’s  Sparrows  7 Nov  (DA). 
Eight  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were 
found  2-7  Oct  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  (CW, 
PD,  ML),  6 of  these  in  Jefferson,  KS  7 Oct 
(DGi).  Rare  away  from  the  Nebraska  Panhan- 
dle were  an  ad.  McCown’s  Longspur  as  far  e.  as 
Adams  19  Oct  (PD)  and  a juv.  at  McConaughy 
17  Sep  (SJD,  KN,  WRS),  both  photographed. 
Twenty  Smith’s  Longspurs  in  Dawes,  NE  15 
Oct  OF)  were  somewhat  early  and  among  the 
few  reported  in  Nebraska.  Easterly  was  a first- 
winter  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  pho- 
tographed 24  Sep  in  Adams,  NE  (PD),  the  only 
documented  fall  record  from  the  e.  half  of  the 
state.  Several  Snow  Buntings  made  it  into  Ne- 
braska beginning  12  Nov  (CNK),  including  2 
as  far  s.  as  Harlan  12  Nov  (G&WH). 

Only  the  5th  sighting  of  Northern  Cardinal 
in  nw.  Nebraska  since  1960  was  a male  in 
Dawes  7 Sep  (SA).  Westerly  were  2-4  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  at  McConaughy  26-29 
Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG,  DH)  and  one  in  Cimarron, 
OK  21  Sep  (G&MK),  while  another  in  Rogers, 
OK  1 Nov  (M&ML)  was  quite  tardy.  Linger- 
ing Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  15  Oct  (RSg)  and  Johnson,  KS  20 
Nov  (ML).  A very  late  Bobolink  was  at  Red 
Slough  1 Nov  (DA,  BH),  and  an  Orchard  Ori- 
ole in  Adams  2 Oct  (PD)  was  the  4th  latest  for 


Very  rare  westward,  and  only  Nebraska’s  8th 
fall  record  overall,  was  a female  Cape  May 
Warbler  at  McConaughy  27  Aug  (SJD,  AB, 
JG).  Three  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  were 
reported:  singles  in  Tulsa,  OK  1-4  Oct  (JH, 
m.ob.),  Sioux,  NE  5-7  Oct  (HKH),  and  Dou- 
glas, NE  14  Oct  (BHy).  Early  was  a Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  in  Tulsa,  OK  23  Sep  (TMi), 
and  a Black-throated  Green  was  westerly  in 
Comanche,  OK  17  Oct  (K&SM).  A total  of  16 
Townsend’s  Warblers  (a  banner  season)  was 


Artistically  captured  on  film  was  this  Townsend's  Warbler 
near  Kenton,  Cimarron  County,  Oklahoma  3 September 
2006  (here);  this  is  a rare,  if  recently  more  regular,  migrant 
in  the  western  reaches  of  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region. 
Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 

reported  from  the  w.  17  Aug-22  Sep,  13  of 
these  in  Nebraska  (fide  WRS,  JW,  G&MK,  SP, 
CH,  MT).  Westerly  was  a Blackburnian  War- 
bler at  McConaughy  27  Aug  (SJD,  AB,  JG).  A 
rarity  anytime  in  Nebraska,  2 male  Pine  War- 
blers with  Yellow-rumpeds  were  westerly  in 
North  Platte,  NE  10  Oct  (TJW).  Rare  in  fall  in 
the  Region,  single  Palm  Warblers  were  in 
Dixon,  NE  26  Aug  (JJ),  a record-early  arrival, 
and  at  Red  Slough  3 Oct  (DA,  BHo)  and  Otoe, 


This  Bohemian  Waxwing  accompanying  Cedar  Waxwings  in 
Lancaster  County,  Nebraska  22  November  (here)  was  the 
only  one  reported  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  Region  in 
fall  2006.  Photograph  by  Joel  Jorgensen. 
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This  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  in  Adams  County,  Nebraska 
24  September  2006  provides  the  first  documented  record  for 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  Photograph  by  Paul  Dunbar. 


Nebraska.  A Bullocks  Oriole  in  Canadian , OK 
17  Sep  (JW)  was  easterly  and  tardy.  The  few 
Purple  Finches  reported  arrived  later  than 
usual;  noteworthy  were  singles  as  far  w.  as 
Scott,  KS  5 Nov  (T&SS);  the  only  one  report- 
ed in  Nebraska  was  in  Platte  23  Nov  (MB).  A 
Cassin’s  Finch  was  found  in  Morton , KS  22 
Oct  (SS).  Quite  rare  was  a Lesser  Goldfinch  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  3 Sep  (fide  AK). 
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On  the  weather  front,  the  big  news  was 
made  in  the  El  Paso  area.  This  region 
of  the  state  averages  just  15.24  cm  of 
precipitation  each  year;  however,  over  40  cm 
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of  rain  fell  on  1 August  alone!  Abundant  rains 
continued  through  mid-October,  with  scat- 
tered locations  in  El  Paso  County  receiving 
over  100  cm  of  rain  for  the  period!  The  Davis 
Mountains  and  Big  Bend  region  also  saw  over 
half  of  year-to-date  rainfall  totals  during  Au- 
gust. Welcome  rains  also  fell  during  October 
in  the  South  Texas  Brush  Country  and  along 
the  Coastal  Prairies.  The  remainder  of  the 
state  was  more  on  the  dry  side,  with  water 
levels  in  reservoirs  and  ponds  dropping 
through  the  season. 

In  many  ways,  good  shorebird  habitat  was 
created  in  the  areas  where  rainfall  was  abun- 
dant due  to  localized  flooding  of  agricultural 
fields  and  in  the  Rio  Grande  floodplain,  as 
well  as  in  the  drier  regions  of  the  state,  where 
mudflats  were  exposed  by  receding  water  lev- 
els. In  the  western  half  of  the  state,  humming- 
bird numbers  were  reduced  at  feeders,  pre- 
sumably a result  of  increased  natural  food 
sources.  Migrant  passerines  also  appeared  to 
be  in  reduced  numbers,  as  they  were  less  con- 
centrated in  oases  visited  by  birders. 


There  was  no  real  push  of  montane  inrup- 
tives.  Jays,  nuthatches,  and  winter  finches 
were  conspicuously  absent  from  the  Trans- 
Pecos  and  northwestern  Texas.  However, 
Western  and  Mountain  Bluebirds  made  good 
showings.  Rarities  were  in  themselves  a rarity 
this  fall,  but  that  is  not  to  say  there  were  not 
some  tantalizing  finds  during  the  season.  The 
highlights  of  the  season  were  a Barred 
Antshrike  in  Harlingen,  discovered  in  odd  cir- 
cumstances, and  a Black-vented  Oriole  in  Big 
Bend.  Also  of  interest  was  a strong  cold  front 
in  late  October  that  pushed  many  species 
down  to  the  coast  for  early,  or  in  some  cases, 
produced  most  unexpected  records — such  as 
McCown’s  and  Lapland  Longspurs  on  the 
beaches  of  Brazoria  County. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

An  amazing  count  of  over  2000  Canvasbacks 
was  noted  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  Res.,  Bell  4 
Nov  (JHa).  Two  Greater  Scaup  near  Grass- 
land, Lynn  25  Nov  (AHe)  were  the  only  ones 
reported  on  the  South  Plains.  Inland  Surf 
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This  cooperative  Red  Phalarope  delighted  many  during  its  extended  stay  along  the  shore  of  Stillhouse  Hallow  Lake,  Bel! 
County,  Texas  23  (here  29)  October  through  14  November  2086.  Photograph  by  Tony  Frank. 


Scoters  included  one  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis 
19  Oct  (EC),  one  at  Kirby  L.,  Taylor  24  Oct 
(LP),  and  one  at  Braunig  L.,  Bexar  24  Oct 
(MMS).  Two  White-winged  Scoters  visited 
Pat  Cleburne  L.,  Johnson  2-4  Nov  (ph.  joS). 
White-winged  Scoters  were  also  found  at  sep- 
arate Grayson  locations  26  Nov,  one  at  Ran- 
dell  L.  and  another  in  Sherman  (WM).  The 
lone  Long-tailed  Duck  of  the  season  was  at 
Hagerman  N.W.R.,  Grayson  23-25  Nov  (LBa). 
A notably  high  count  of  85  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers was  made  in  Longview,  Harrison  9 
Nov  (DBr,  MEd). 

The  only  reported  Pacific  Loon  for  the  sea- 
son was  4-20  Nov  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains 
(MW),  where  the  only  reported  Red- throated 
Loon  was  seen  20  Nov  (MW).  A Clark’s  Grebe 
lingered  in  Lubbock  7 Aug-15  Sep  (AW, 
m.ob.),  while  a Western  Grebe  in  Randall  28 
Oct  (BP,  m.ob.)  was  the  only  one  reported  in 
the  Panhandle.  The  only  organized  pelagic 
trip  of  the  season  out  of  Cameron  on  19  Aug 
yielded  20  Cory’s  Shearwaters,  29  Audubon’s 
Shearwaters,  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel, 
and  3 Masked  Boobies  (BMc  et  al).  A Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird  from  the  Bolivar  Ferry, 
Galveston  10  Nov  (WB)  was  the  last  of  the 
season.  Two  American  Bitterns  were  detected 
in  Carson  31  Oct  (RC),  while  one  was  at  the 
Uvalde  fish  hatchery  20  Oct  and  17  Nov 
(MHe).  In  Lubbock,  3 Great  Egrets  and  3 
Snowy  Egrets  lingered  through  the  period, 
continuing  the  trend  by  both  species  of  re- 
maining farther  n.  into  early  winter  (FIR, 
AHe,  BB).  A Little  Blue  Heron  was  at  Wild 
Horse  L.,  Potter  21  Aug  (LSa).  Remarkably  far 


inland  and  presumably  a county  first  record,  a 
Reddish  Egret  was  at  Proctor  L.,  Comanche  3 
Sep  (DDC,  DLi).  Other  well-inland  Reddish 
Egrets  included  one  along  the  Nueces  R., 
Uvalde  13  Aug  (MHe)  and  another  at  Canyon 
L.,  Comal  14  Aug  (DPu).  Sightings  of  single 
imm.  Reddish  Egrets  in  se.  Austin,  Travis  29 
Sep  (SY),  below  Longhorn  Dam,  Travis  2-20 
Oct  (HR,  m.ob.),  and  Stillhouse  Hollow  Res., 
Bell  28  Oct+  (ES,  m.ob.)  may  all  pertain  to  the 
same  individual.  Wood  Storks  wandered  n.  to 
Smith,  with  3 near  Tyler  9 Sep  (m.ob.)  and 
one  at  Camp  Tyler  13-19  Sep  (SLo,  PB  et  al.). 

FLAMINGO  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  banded  Greater  Flamingo  that  has  been 
wandering  along  the  cen.  coast  for  more  than 
a year  continued  near  Bayside,  Refugio  until  at 
least  9 Sep  (m.ob.).  It  was  then  relocated  on 
the  Aransas  N.W.R.,  Calhoun  20  Nov+.  In  ad- 
dition, 3 flamingos  were  observed  near  Indi- 
anola,  Calhoun  30  Sep  (tL&PS);  these  appar- 
ently included  the  above-mentioned  Greater 
(American),  an  escaped  Greater  (Eurasian), 
and  one  unidentified  flamingo.  Black  Vultures 
wandered  w.  of  the  expected  range  into  ne. 
Archer,  with  one  there  14  Sep  and  8 seen  21 
Sep  (ScL).  Numbers  of  post-breeding  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  were  detected  from  Freestone 
s.  to  Waller  and  w.  to  Bastrop  6 Aug-16  Sep. 
Eight  sightings  (m.ob.)  of  between  one  and  3 
birds  were  noted,  including  a few  that  lin- 
gered in  the  same  area  for  a few  days;  5 were 
seen  at  the  Brazos  R.,  Waller  2 Sep  (EC).  The 
Hazel  Bazemore  Hawkwatch,  Nueces  recorded 
a high  of  21  Swallow-taileds  17  Aug  (fide  JSi). 


Two  White-tailed  Kites  w.  of  Girard,  Kent  21 
Oct  (AHe)  and  one  near  Soda  L,  Midland  26 
Sep  (DMe,  TjMe,  SE)  were  county  firsts  and 
added  to  a growing  list  of  (at  least  formerly) 
extralimital  sightings  in  the  w.  half  of  the 
state.  Other  wandering  White-taileds  of  inter- 
est included  one  in  Bell  6 Sep  (RPi)  and  3 in 
Angelina  29  Sep  (NB).  An  ad.  and  2 fledgling 
Mississippi  Kites  in  Round  Rock  4-7  Aug 
(TFe)  provided  a first  nesting  record  for 
Williamson.  The  Smith  Point  Hawkwatch  re- 
ported their  record-high  7 Bald  Eagles,  with  a 
one-day  count  of  4 birds  28  Oct.  A Common 
Black-Hawk  was  carefully  studied  along  the 
Nueces  R.,  Uvalde  13  Aug  (MHe,  MO).  Well 
out-of- range  Harris’s  Hawks  included  singles 
in  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  18  Sep  (BoL,  PLi) 
and  Gray  20  Sep-28  Oct  (JE1,  KG).  Harris’s 
Hawks  also  made  a strong  showing  on  the 
U.T.C.,  with  several  sightings  from  Brazoria 
to  Chambers.  Perhaps  part  of  the  same  move- 
ment, Harris’s  Hawks  were  also  reported  from 
Bastrop,  Hays,  Travis  (m.ob.),  and  most  no- 
tably one  at  Richland  Creek  W.M.A.,  Navarro 
26  Aug  (DDC,  DLi).  In  the  Midland  area, 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  made  an  impressive 
showing,  with  7 single-bird  sightings  and  two 
sightings  of  multiple  birds  (BLu).  Perhaps 
that  also  explains  single  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  at  Buffalo  Lake  N.W.R.,  Randall  23  Oct 
(BP,  PT),  Coyanosa,  Pecos  8 Oct  (ML),  and  w. 
Jeff  Davis  10  Oct  (DLa,  JPO).  Providing  a rare 
Ei  Paso  record  was  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  5 Oct 
(BZ).  A Golden  Eagle  over  Smith  Pt.,  Cham- 
bers 20  Oct  QK,  HT,  jvD)  and  one  in  w.  Jeffer- 
son 11  Nov  (JW  et  al.)  were  good  records  for 
the  U.T.C. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Snowy  Plover  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  23  Nov 
(MW)  and  a Piping  Plover  at  the  same  loca- 
tion 3 Oct  (ph.  MW)  were  late  migrants.  The 
last  of  a few  mid-Nov  American  Golden- 
Plovers  was  one  at  Drum  Pt.,  Kleberg  23  Nov 
(ACo,  MG).  Exceptionally  early  was  a Moun- 
tain Plover  in  its  usual  haunts  around 
Granger  L.,  Williamson  3 Sep  (TFe);  rare  on 
the  coast,  one  was  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston 
28  Oct  (WB,  ph.  BA).  Having  last  been  docu- 
mented in  the  state  in  1994,  a mini-invasion 
of  Northern  Ja^ana  in  Hildago  provided  some 
excitement  for  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley. 
Three  were  documented:  one  at  Estero  Llano 
Grande  S.E  5-19  Aug  and  3 Sep-14  Nov  (TRZ, 
MM,  m.ob.);  one  at  Bentsen  S.E  10-18  Aug 
(JBo,  TMGu,  m.ob.);  and  another  in  Mission 
22  Aug  (TDDa).  Very  late  was  an  Upland 
Sandpiper  in  se.  Bell  5 Nov  (RPi).  Unusual  in 
w.  EI  Paso  was  a Marbled  Godwit  14  Oct 
(]Pa).  A Ruddy  Turnstone  was  at  Sundown 
Playa,  Randall  6 Sep  (tLSa);  this  species  is  a 
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casual  visitor  to  the  Panhandle.  A Sanderling 
at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  7 Oct  (AHeJHe, 
JJ)  was  the  first  reported  from  the  South 
Plains  since  2002.  Five  Dunlins  at  L.  Mered- 
ith, Moore  4 Nov  (BP)  was  a high  count  for 
the  Panhandle.  A Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  19  Nov  (BB)  was  very  late.  Repre- 
senting a significant  portion  of  the  estimated 
world  population  of  this  species,  a phenome- 
nal flock  of  over  1000  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers was  noted  between  Harlingen  and  La- 
guna Atascosa  N.W.R.,  Cameron  27  Aug 
(PW),  with  several  hundred  birds  lingering 
until  29  Aug.  An  American  Woodcock  in  w. 
Clay  11  Nov  (ScL,  DHo)  was  a rare  find  for 
the  Wichita  Falls  region.  Single  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  good  finds  at  Hagerman 
N.W.R.,  Grayson  27  Aug  (JSc)  and  23  Sep 
(GC,  TR);  2 more  were  on  L.  Ray  Hubbard, 
Dallas  18-19  Sep  (CRu,  GC).  Numerous  bird- 
ers were  treated  to  a Red  Phalarope  during  its 
prolonged  stay  at  Stillhouse  Hollow  Res.,  Bell 
28  Oct-14  Nov  (tRPi,  m.ob.);  one  also  lin- 
gered briefly  in  w.  Jefferson  18-21  Nov  (tSM  et 
ah). 

A Pomarine  jaeger  was  observed  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Hunt  10  Oct  (MW).  Also  of  inter- 
est was  a Parasitic  Jaeger  harassing  Black 
Terns  at  Sundown  Playa,  Randall  4 Sep  (BP). 
Another  inland  jaeger,  not  identified  to 
species,  was  at  L.  Palestine,  Henderson  1 Sep 
(RG).  In  what  is  becoming  an  annual  occur- 
rence, an  ad.  Little  Gull  visited  L.  Tawakoni, 
Hunt  21-22  Nov  (MW,  tRG).  A California 
Gull  was  seen  on  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  17 
Nov  (MA),  and  up  to  4 were  noted  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Rains/Van  Zandt  4-24  Nov  (MW, 
RKi,  RB).  A first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was  at 
L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  19  Nov  (MW).  An  early 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Surfside, 
Brazoria  2 Oct  (SLo).  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
again  widely  represented  in  the  state  this  fall; 
singles  near  Pantex,  Carson  11  Sep  (MKe, 
LR),  Padre  Island  N.S.,  Kenedy/Willacy  16  Sep 
(ph.  BSa),  and  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  23 
Sep  (BB)  were  the  most  notable.  A first-winter 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  San  Bernard 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  12  Nov  (tRW)  was  the  3rd 
earliest  fall  record  for  the  U.T.C.  Single  Com- 
mon Terns  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  20-21  Aug 
(EM,  RM)  were  notable  for  the  South  Plains. 
A single  Bridled  Tern  and  34  Sooty  Terns  were 
seen  on  the  19  Aug  pelagic  trip  out  of  South 
Padre  1.,  Cameron  (BMc).  Several  late  Black 
Terns  were  seen  at  Brazoria  N.W.R.,  Brazoria 
6 Nov  (DPe). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A female  Ruddy  Ground-Dove  was  reported 
at  Llano  Estero  Grande  S.R,  Hidalgo  9-17  Sep 
(tMO,  tTB).  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  seen  in 


Utopia,  Uvalde  11  Sep  (MHe)  made  a fine  fall 
record  for  the  Hill  Country.  Late  migrant 
Black-billeds  were  at  Smith  Pt,  Chambers  24 
Oct  (HT)  and  High  I.,  Galveston  29  Oct 
(DVe).  An  early  Burrowing  Owl  was  found  in 
Williamson  15  Oct  (TFe).  A road-killed  Long- 
eared Owl  was  picked  up  in  ne.  Austin,  Travis 
1 Nov  ( fide  EC),  and  one  was  heard  calling 
pre-dawn  at  Daughtrey  W.M.A.,  Live  Oak  19 
Nov  (RW,  BLi,  DPe).  An  ad.  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  in  the  Davis  Mountains  Resort,  Jeff 
Davis  24  Oct  (ph.  KB)  was  a great  find  for  the 
state.  Very  unexpected  was  a group  of  5 Less- 
er Nighthawks  in  Cisco,  Eastland  3 Sep 
(DDC,  DLi).  Lingering  Common  Nighthawks 
were  noted  in  Friendswood,  Harris  7 Nov 
(MA)  and  in  High  I.,  Galveston  12  Nov  (AHe). 


Although  there  haw  been  suggestions  that  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  might  be  rare  residents  of  the  Guadalupe  Moun- 
tains in  the  Trans-Pecos  region  of  Texas,  the  discovery  of  one 
of  these  owls  in  the  state  is  always  newsworthy.  This  one  was 
in  a stand  of  Ponderosa  Pines  in  the  Davis  Mountains,  Jeff 
Davis  County  on  24  October  2006.  Photograph  by  Kelly  Bryan. 

A nighthawk  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  23  Nov 
(RW)  was  not  identified  to  species.  A Com- 
mon Poorwill  at  Union  Grove  WM.A.,  Bell  1 
Nov  (RPi)  was  tardy.  A Chuck-will’s-widow  at 
Harris  Tank,  Midland  28  Sep  (RMS,  FRo)  pro- 
vided a rare  record  for  the  area.  Two  excep- 
tionally late  Whip-poor-wills  were  found  in 
East  Texas  this  fall:  one  was  heard  at  L.  Rat- 
cliff, Hoiiston  10  Nov;  the  other  was  a road- 
killed  individual  in  Angelina  11  Nov  (AHe). 

Chaetura  swifts  tantalized  Texas  birders 
this  season.  A lone  bird  seen  in  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  29  Sep  was  thought  not  to  be  a Chimney 
Swift  (BZ),  while  one  in  late  Oct  near  Peder- 
nales  Falls  S.P.,  Blanco  passed  through  three 
weeks  after  Chimney  Swifts  had  left  the  ob- 
server’s three  swift  towers  ( fide  P&GK).  A 
Green  Violet-ear  graced  a Bowie  feeder  in  ne. 
Texas  9-10  Sep  (ph.  JAm).  A Broad-billed 


Hummingbird  at  a feeder  in  Harlingen, 
Cameron  9 Sep  provided  a rare  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  record  (MHa).  The  two  sum- 
mering White-eared  Hummingbirds  in  the 
Davis  Mountains  Resort,  Jeff  Davis  lingered 
until  17  Sep  (fide  ML).  Two  Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds  visited  feeders  in  Rusk  12  Sep 
(PHa).  Calliope  Hummingbirds  of  particular 
note  included  singles  near  Greenwood,  Wise 
2-7  Sep  (CC)  and  in  Live  Oak  29  Oct-5  Nov 
(GB).  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  were  noted 
more  frequently  in  areas  away  from  West 
Texas  this  fall.  Most  notable  were  singles  at 
Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  23  Aug  (BoL)  and  Rusk 
26  Aug-11  Sep  (PHa),  the  latter  providing  a 
2nd  record  for  the  Pineywoods.  The  U.T.C. 
had  2 this  fall:  one  at  Friendswood,  Harris  21 
Oct  (MA)  and  an  imm.  male  in  w.  Houston, 
Harris  12  Nov  (JHi);  an  imm.  male  was  seen 
feeding  on  shrimp  plant  near  Poth,  Wilson  17 
Nov  (WS).  Allen’s  Hummingbirds  were 
recorded  at  several  locations,  with  an  ad.  male 
returning  to  a w.  Houston  yard  12  Nov+ 
(SW),  another  ad.  male  in  w.  El  Paso  2-4  Aug 
(JPa),  and  a female  Allen’s  recaptured  2 Aug  at 
the  banding  station  near  Victoria,  Victoria 
(BO). 

Ringed  Kingfishers  made  news  in  the  Con- 
cho Valley,  with  an  ad.  female  at  San  Angelo 
S.R,  Tom  Green  7 Oct  (ph.  JaP)  and  one  along 
the  Concho  R.  in  San  Angelo,  Tom  Green  22 
Nov  (TMa).  One  on  w.  Galveston  I.  6 Nov 
(JSt)  furnished  just  the  5th  record  for  the 
U.T.C.  An  imm.  Red-headed  Woodpecker 
within  earshot  of  the  surf  at  Quintana,  Brazo- 
ria 19  Sep  (RW)  was  unexpected  in  that 
coastal  location.  Once  again,  a small  group  of 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  was  detected  in  a w.  El 
Paso  neighborhood  in  early  Nov  (m.ob.).  The 
presence  of  this  species  over  the  past  several 
winters,  along  with  a Jun  2006  report,  sug- 
gests that  this  species  may  have  taken  up  res- 
idence in  this  area.  A stunning  male 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  was  at  Harris  Tank, 
Midland  4 Nov  (ph.  BLu  et  al.).  A well- 
marked  male  Red-naped  Sapsucker  in  Tem- 
ple, Bell  4 Nov  (RPi)  provided  a new  county 
record.  Adding  to  a growing  number  of 
records  from  the  U.T.C.,  a Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker  was  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston 
from  29  Oct-19  Nov  (DMc,  MBr  et  al.).  A 
Hairy  Woodpecker  at  Armand  Bayou  Nature 
Center,  Harris  21  Oct  (LF)  was  well  s.  of  this 
species’  normal  range  on  the  U.T.C. 

ANTSHRIKE  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Barred  Antshrike  (Thamnophilus  doliatus) 
was  clearly  recorded,  but  not  observed,  at 
Harlingen,  Cameron  1 Sep  (acc.,  tMHa).  The 
circumstances  of  the  discovery  are  unusual  in 
that  the  bird  was  singing  from  a hidden  perch 
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after  dark  under  a bright  outdoor  light.  Sub- 
sequent searches  the  following  day,  including 
the  use  of  playback,  were  unsuccessful. 
Thamnophilus  antshrikes  are  not  known  to 
vocalize  at  night,  but  many  other  diurnal 
species  have  been  attracted  to  insects  that  are 
drawn  to  the  bright  lights  at  this  location. 
This  is  the  first  report  of  any  species  in  the 
Thamnophilidae  in  the  United  States.  Barred 
Antshrike  is  a common  resident  in  southern 
Tamaulipas;  the  closest  population  is  found 
within  250  km  of  the  Texas  border. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  on  Pleasure  I., 
Jefferson  3 Aug  (JK)  was  the  3rd  earliest  ever 
for  the  fall  on  the  U.T.C.  A Greater  Pewee  was 
at  Big  Bend’s  Cottonwood  Campground  30 
Sep-7  Oct  ( • TSLo,  TDLe  et  al.).  An  East- 
ern Wood-Pewee  was  singing  in 
Thompson  Grove,  Dallam  2 Sep  (BP). 

A Hammond’s  Flycatcher  was  identi- 
fied by  field  marks  and  voice  near  Ut- 
ley, Bastrop  27-28  Aug  (BFr).  Single 
Dusky  Flycatchers  at  Harris  Tank, 

Midland  11  Sep  (RMS,  FRo)  and  L. 

Ransom  Canyon,  Lubbock  8 Oct  (BB) 
were  noteworthy.  Single  Great  Crest- 
ed Flycatchers  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  31  Aug  (MF)  and  in  El  Paso 
4 Sep  (BZ)  were  significant  fall 
records  for  West  Texas.  A Great 
Kiskadee  was  present  at  Webberville 
Park,  Travis  7 Nov  (BFr);  far  less  ex- 
pected was  one  at  Abilene,  Taylor  14 
Sep-  (LP,  ph.  JEn,  m.ob.).  A Sulphur- 
bellied  Flycatcher  was  reported  from 
Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  10-11  Sep 
(tJoH),  while  a Gray  Kingbird  de- 
lighted observers  at  Hazel  Bazemore  County 
Park  in  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  26-29  Oct 
(LE,  Dafi  tMC  et  al.)  and  represents  the  7th 
record  for  the  state. 

Single  Northern  Shrikes  at  L.  Meredith, 
Moore  4 Nov  (BP)  and  in  Dallam  18-24  Nov 
(TeF  et  al.)  were  close  to  average  for  the  Pan- 
handle. Far  more  unexpected  was  an  imm. 
Northern  Shrike  at  Hagerman  N.W.R., 
Grayson  7 Nov  + (KHa,  m.ob),  providing  only 
the  3rd  record  for  n.-cen.  Texas.  A Plumbeous 
Vireo  at  High  I.,  Galveston  (DVe)  was  only  the 
5th  for  the  U.T.C.,  while  another  at  Rose  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  4 Nov 
(MC)  was  at  the  same  spot  where  this  rare 
winter  visitor  has  occurred  several  times  pre- 
viously. A Philadelphia  Vireo  at  Buffalo  Lake 
N.W.R.,  Randall  4 Sep  (BP)  was  an  exception- 
al find  for  the  Panhandle.  A Yellow-green 
Vireo  was  at  Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hidalgo  27 
Aug  (DJ).  A Green  Jay  was  apparently  present 
for  about  two  weeks  in  Sep  near  Copperas 
Creek  Campground  at  Bastrop-Buescher  S.E, 
Bastrop  ( fide  TMc).  Apparently,  just  3 Brown 


Jays  persist  in  the  United  States,  at  the  now- 
altered  Chapeno  site  (m.ob.),  where  they 
have  become  difficult  to  find.  More  than  875 
Tree  Swallows  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  2 
Sep  (BB,  DLu,  A He)  was  an  amazing  congre- 
gation for  the  South  Plains. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Nuthatches  wandering  unusually  close  to  the 
coast  included  a Red-breasted  on  w.  Galve- 
ston 1.,  Galveston  1 Nov  (JSt)  and  a Brown- 
headed in  s.-cen.  Jefferson  17  Sep  (Rj,  KS).  A 
Rock  Wren  at  L.  Wright  Patman,  Bowie  5 Nov 
(MD)  was  the  easternmost  in  Texas  since  the 
1960s.  Slightly  more  expected  were  2 at  Lake 
Tawakoni  S.E,  Van  Zandt  7-28  Nov  (RKi)  and 
another  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Hunt  7 Nov  (RKi). 


Winter  Wrens  made  a good  showing  in  the 
Trans-Pecos,  with  one  in  the  Davis  Mts.  13-15 
Oct  (RPi),  singles  at  three  different  Big  Bend 
N.E  locations  during  Nov  (m.ob.),  and  one  in 
Alpine,  Brewster  20  Nov  (ML).  A strong  inva- 
sion of  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  was  detect- 
ed throughout  the  e.  half  of  the  state;  the  first 
individuals  were  reported  on  20  Oct,  and 
good  numbers  were  subsequently  tallied  in 
numerous  locations.  An  early  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  was  noted  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  13 
Sep  (JAr).  Western  Bluebirds  were  well  repre- 
sented in  nw.  Texas,  with  the  most  notewor- 
thy sightings  including  50+  at  Blackwell, 
Coke  28  Oct  (ph.  JGr)  and  5 near  Quanab, 
Hardeman  2 Nov  (BFr).  Mountain  Bluebirds 
arrived  early  and  in  large  numbers  in  the  Pan- 
handle, with  300+  at  L.  Meredith,  Moore  and 
700+  in  Potter  27  Sep  (BP);  the  easternmost 
report  of  this  species  was  8 in  Mason  22-23 
Nov  (DFe,  BoF).  A very  late  Gray-cheeked 
Thrash  at  L.  Ratcliff,  Houston  10  Nov  (TAHe) 
provided  a first  fall  record  for  the  Piney- 
woods.  Early  Swain  sons  Thrashes  were  at 


Sabine  Woods  and  Sea  Rim  S.E , Jefferson  24 
Sep  (DVe).  Two  Hermit  Thrushes  at  Muleshoe 
N.W.R.,  Bailey  19  Aug  (BB)  were  a month 
ahead  of  schedule.  A lingering  Wood  Thrush 
was  present  in  San  Antonio,  Bexar  1 Nov 
(BW),  only  to  be  outdone  by  one  at  High  I., 
Galveston  25  Nov  (TE).  A Varied  Thrash  was 
a one-day  wonder  at  Guadalupe  Mountains 
N.E,  Culberson  15  Nov  (tSH). 

An  impressive  concentration  of  500  Gray 
Catbirds  was  discovered  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jef- 
ferson 21  Oct  (JW  et  al).  Single  Sage  Thrash- 
ers made  early  appearances  at  Muleshoe 
N.W.R.,  Bailey  2 Sep  (BB,  AHe,  DLu)  and  near 
Whiteface,  Cochran  22  Sep  (AHe).  Even  more 
unusual  was  the  appearance  of  Sage  Thrash- 
ers on  the  U.T.C.,  with  singles  near  Smith  Pt., 
Chambers  24  Oct  (HI),  Brazoria 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  28  Oct  (ph.  GLa), 
and  Sea  Rim  S.P.,  Jefferson  3 Nov 
(DVe).  An  American  Pipit  in  Rusk  16 
Aug  (PHa)  was  early  by  a month,  pro- 
viding a first  Aug  record  for  ne.  Texas. 

A Tennessee  Warbler  was  well  out 
w.  in  El  Paso  30  Oct  (BZ).  An  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  in  Harris  31  Aug 
(DDi)  provided  the  3rd  earliest  fall 
record  for  the  U.T.C.  Nashville  War- 
bler made  news,  with  one  in  Nacog- 
doches 4 Sep  (DW)  providing  a new 
early  record  and  late  lingering  birds 
found  19  Nov  in  Bell  (RKo)  and 
Travis  (EC,  RKa).  A Blue-winged 
Warbler  at  Spring  Branch,  Blanco  16 
Sep  (LL)  provided  a first  fall  record 
for  the  Hill  Country.  Rare  fall  records 
were  provided  by  2 Blue-winged  War- 
blers in  Austin,  Travis  20  Sep  (A&JB)  and  2 
Golden- wingeds  there  25-26  Sep  (MR,  KA). 
Three  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  at  L.  Sam 
Rayburn,  Angelina  21  Oct  (DW,  RT)  were  late. 
It  was  a banner  fall  for  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  in  Texas,  with  at  least  12  individuals 
reported;  most  noteworthy  were  singles  in 
Randall  5 Oct  (BMu)  and  San  Angelo  S.E,  Tom 
Green  7 Oct  (ph.  JaP).  A Yellow-ramped  War- 
bler at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  10  Sep  (RB)  was 
record  early.  Eastward-wandering  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warblers  included  singles  at 
San  Antonio,  Bexar  4 Oct  (DaL),  Port 
O’Connor,  Calhoun  18  Nov  (BFr,  PHo),  and 
Pleasanton,  Atascosa  27  Nov  (MP).  A count  of 
6 Black-throated  Green  Warblers  was  tallied 
in  Fayette  8 Nov  (BFr).  A Hermit  Warbler  in 
El  Paso  30  Sep  (JPa)  was  a nice  find  for  that 
lowland  location.  A Blackburnian  Warbler 
was  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  17  Sep  (JG),  and 
there  was  a lingering  bird  on  w.  Galveston  I. 
10  Nov  (JSt).  A Grace’s  Warbler  in  El  Paso  16 
Aug  (BZ)  was  notable  at  that  low  elevation. 
Single  Pine  Warblers  were  at  Rio  Grande  Vil- 


Great  Kiskadees  are  known  to  wander  away  from  their  normal  range,  but  this  bird  at 
Abilene,  Taylor  County,  Texas,  found  14  (here  17)  September  2006,  was  unexpected 
so  far  to  the  northwest.  Photograph  by  John  English. 
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Northern  Shrikes  are  rare  winter  residents  in  the  Texas  Panhandle,  but  they  are  casual  to  accidental  anywhere  else  in  the 
state.  This  immature  at  Hagerman  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Grayson  County  stayed  7 November  2006  and  into  winter  (here 
1 6 December),  the  third  documented  record  for  north-central  Texas.  Photograph  by  Chris  Easley. 


lage,  Brewster  27  Nov  (ph.  CL),  in  Randall  20 
Sep  (BMu),  and  at  Spur,  Dickens  5 Nov  (AHe). 
Fall  Blackpoll  Warblers  are  always  of  interest; 
singles  were  found  at  Rita  Blanca  L.,  Hartley 
14  Oct  (BP,  LSa)  and  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
16  Oct  (LBa). 

A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  westerly  at 
Amarillo,  Potter  8 Aug  (LSa),  and  a lingering 
bird  was  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  12 
Nov  (RW).  A nice  find  was  a Worm-eating 
Warbler  at  Lake  Tawakoni  S.P.,  Hunt  21  Sep 
(RKi).  A Swainson’s  Warbler  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  13  Oct  (RW)  and  an  Ovenbird  at 
High  I.,  Galveston  25-26  Nov  (TE,  JMa)  were 
both  late.  Lingering  Louisiana  Waterthrushes 
included  singles  in  Travis  20  Oct  (KA)  and 
Bear  Creek  Park,  Harris  18  Nov  (tDDi).  A 
Mourning  Warbler  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
20  Aug  (DVe)  was  early.  An  eastward-wander- 
ing MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Houston,  Hanis 
10  Sep  (BH)  was  the  earliest  ever  fall  record 
for  the  U.T.C.;  one  window-killed  at  Texas 
A&M  University  20  Sep  (AnC,  *TCWC)  pro- 
vided the  first  county  record  since  1980.  A 
rather  early  push  of  Hooded  Warblers  was 
noted  by  Verser,  with  singles  at  Sabine  Woods 
and  Sea  Rim  S.R,  both  Jefferson , and  at  High 
1.,  Galveston  5 Aug.  Others  at  Round  Rock  26 
Aug  (KHo)  and  at  Granger  L.  23  Sep  (TFe) 
provided  overdue  first  records  for  Williamson. 
A concentration  of  20  Wilsons  Warblers  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  13  Sep  (JAr)  was  an  ex- 
ceptionally high  count  for  the  U.T.C.  Very  late 
lingering  Wilsons  Warblers  were  found  in  El 
Paso  19  Nov  (JPa)  and  Morton,  Cochran  4 


Nov  (AHe).  A late  Canada  Warbler  was  at 
Galveston  Island  S.R,  Galveston  12  Nov 
(AHe).  The  Rufous-capped  Warblers  present 
at  Concan,  Uvalde  since  the  spring  were  seen 
again  6 Oct,  and  one  was  still  present  25  Nov 
(MHe). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A banded  Summer  Tanager  was  seen  at  Bel- 
laire,  Harris  20  Oct  (DVe)  and  is  believed  to 
be  the  same  bird  that  has  spent  the  previous 
three  winters  at  the  same  location.  A male 
Scarlet  Tanager  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  3 
Nov  (DVe)  was  late.  An  Eastern  Towhee  in 
Lee  21  Oct  (DVo,  MBa)  tied  the  early  arrival 
date  for  the  area.  A real  surprise  was  provided 
by  an  American  Tree  Sparrow  on  North  Padre 
I.,  Nueces  18  Nov  (LJ);  this  bird  was  in  the 
same  spot  as  the  first  Coastal  Bend  record 
from  Dec  2004.  Two  rather  early  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Webberville  Park,  Travis  1 
Sep  (BFr),  and  there  were  3 reported  from  the 
U.T.C. : in  Harris  21  Sep  (JBe),  on  w.  Galve- 
ston I.  29  Sep  (JSt),  and  at  Quintana,  Brazoria 
13  Oct-3  Nov  (JSt,  DVe,  RW).  Two  Savannah 
Sparrows  at  Anahuac  N.W.R.,  Chambers  29 
Sep  (JK)  were  early.  A Grasshopper  Sparrow 
at  Port  Bolivar,  Galveston  16  Sep  (CTL)  was 
one  of  the  earliest  ever  for  the  U.T.C.  As  has 
become  expected,  Baird’s  Sparrows  were  again 
found  on  the  Marfa  Plateau,  with  up  to  4 in  w. 
Jeff  Davis  7-9  Oct  (tDLa,  JPO,  KB,  ML)  and 
one  sw.  of  Marfa,  Presidio  22  Nov  (TDBo). 
More  unexpected  was  one  near  Lehman, 
Cochran  4 Nov  (tAHe).  An  outstanding  find 


was  a Henslow’s  Sparrow  at  Willis  Creek  Park, 
Williamson  26  Nov  (ph.  TFe,  BSt),  providing 
a very  rare  record  from  the  Blackland  Prairies 
region.  An  impressive  count  of  35  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  was  recorded  at  Granger  L., 
Williamson  26  Nov  (TFe,  BSt).  A Harris’s 
Sparrow  at  the  Baytown  Nature  Center,  Harris 
25  Nov  (DwL)  was  e.  of  the  normal  range. 
Not  only  was  a McCown’s  Longspur  near  the 
Quintana  Jetty,  Brazoria  28  Oct  (ph.  RW)  just 
the  5th  for  the  U.T.C.  and  a county  first,  but 
it  also  provided  an  early  record  for  that  area. 
A Lapland  Longspur  at  Bryan  Beach,  Brazoria 
22  Oct  (ph.  MGr,  CRi)  also  was  a county  first. 

Northern  Cardinal  is  generally  absent  from 
El  Paso,  so  a male  at  the  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park  8-21  Oct  (JoG,  JSp)  was  a good  find. 
Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were  found  at  scat- 
tered locations  in  the  e.  half  of  the  state:  one 
in  Washington  18  Sep  (DVo),  2 ad.  males  in 
Harris  24  Sep  (LC),  one  at  Quintana,  Brazoria 
14-15  Oct  (MA,  JSt),  one  at  Alazan  Bayou 
W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  14  Oct  (DW,  RT),  and 
one  at  La  Grange,  Fayette  8 Nov  (BFr),  the 
latter  furnishing  a first  county  record.  Two 
early  Indigo  Buntings  were  found  at  Sabine 
Woods,  Jefferson  20  Aug  (DVe).  A lingering 
Painted  Bunting  remained  at  Quintana,  Bra- 
zoria through  16  Oct  (JSt,  RW  et  al.). 

A Western  Meadowlark  at  L.  Rayburn,  San 
Augustine  13  Oct  (DW)  was  the  earliest  ever 
for  the  Pineywoods  by  two  weeks.  A female 
Orchard  Oriole  near  Afton,  Dickens  7 Oct 
(BB)  provided  a late  record  for  the  South 
Plains.  The  rarity  of  the  season  was  the  ad. 
Black-vented  Oriole  reported  from  Big  Bend’s 
Rio  Grande  Village  6 Oct  (tMF).  Paling  in 
comparison  to  the  Black-vented,  but  still  an 
excellent  rarity  for  that  area,  a male  Baltimore 
Oriole  was  also  at  Rio  Grande  Village  9 Nov 
(BG,  DHi).  Three  House  Finches  were  located 
in  Brownsville,  Cameron  7 Nov  (MJI);  these 
birds  are  either  part  of  an  isolated  population 
or  potentially  early  founders  of  the  continu- 
ing southward  expansion  of  the  population. 
Pine  Siskins  were  scarce  in  many  parts  of  the 
state,  which  makes  6 early  arriving  birds  at 
Fort  Parker  S.P.,  Limestone  26  Oct  (RS)  all  the 
more  interesting.  Single  Lesser  Goldfinches 
were  noted  at  L.  Tanglewood,  Randall  10  Aug 
(BP)  and  at  Palo  Duro  Canyon,  Randall  28 
Oct  (BP,  m.ob.);  this  species  is  rare  in  the  Pan- 
handle but  appears  to  be  expanding  its  range 
northward  into  the  area.  Also  of  interest  was 
an  eastward-wandering  Lesser  Goldfinch  near 
Utley,  Bastrop  25  Oct  (BFr).  Early  arriving 
American  Goldfinches  appeared  at  three  loca- 
tions in  Waco,  McLennan  during  late  Aug  (fide 
MeG).  This  was  perhaps  a primer  for  the 
American  Goldfinches  at  Houston’s  Bear 
Creek  Park,  Harris  23  Sep  (DDi)  and  Armand 
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This  Henslow's  Sparrow  at  Granger  Lake,  Williamson  County  26  November  2006  pro- 
vided a very  rare  record  of  the  species  for  central  Texas.  Photograph  by  Tim  Fennell. 


Bayou  Nature  Center,  Harris 
14  Oct  (MKi),  which  provided 
new  fall  early  records  for  the 
U.T.C. 

Cited  observers  (subregional 
editors  in  boldface):  Bruce 
Aldfredson,  Julia  Amburn 
(JAm),  Ken  Anderson,  John 
Arvin  QAr),  Mike  Austin,  Ter- 
ry Baldwin,  Andy  & Julia 
Balinsky,  Ron  Baltzegar,  Lynn 
Barber,  Peter  Barnes,  Mark  Bar- 
tosik  (MBa),  John  Berner 
(JBe),  Brandon  Best,  Nancy 
Bird,  Gene  Blacklock,  Jim 
Booker  (JBo),  Devin  Bosler 
(DBo),  Martha  Brogdon  (MBr), 

David  Brotherton  (DBr),  Kelly 
Bryan,  Winnie  Burkett,  Rudy 
Cadra,  Eric  Carpenter,  Andy 
Conkey  (AnC),  Greg  Cook, 

Arlie  Cooksey  (ACo),  Mel  Cooksey  (South 
Texas:  16  Townhouse  Lane,  Corpus  Christi, 
TX  78412.  email:  ssi@stx.rr.com),  Laura  Cox, 
Jim  Crites,  D.D.  Currie,  Claire  Curry,  David 
Dauphin  (DDa),  Drew  Dickert  (DDi),  Mike 
Dillon,  Sybil  Eberhart,  Mark  Edmund,  Jan  El- 
ston (JEl),  John  English  (JEn),  Ted  Eubanks, 
Libby  Even,  Tim  Fennell  (TFe),  Terry  Fergu- 
son (TeF),  Dane  Ferrell  (DaF),  Dixie  Feuer- 
bacher  (DFe),  Mark  Flippo,  Laurie  Foss,  Bob- 
bye  Frazier  (BoF),  Brush  Freeman  (BFr),  Bert 
Frenz  (BeF)  (East  Texas:  221  Rainbow  Dr., 
#12190,  Livingston,  TX  77399-2021.  email: 
bert2@bafrenz.com),  Brian  Gibbons,  Michael 
Gray  (MGr),  Kathryn  Green,  Mel  Grider 
(MeG),  John  Groves  (j°G),  Joe  Grzybowski 
(JGr),  Mary  Gustafson  (MGu),  Ron  Gutber- 
let,  Martin  Hagne  (MHa),  Karl  Haller  (KHa), 
Jeff  Hanson  (JHa),  Peggy  Harding  (PHa), 
John  Haynes  (JoH),  Scott  Haywood,  Mitch 
Heindel  (MHe),  Jack  Henshall  (JFIe).  Antho- 
ny Hewetson  (AHe)  (Northwest  Texas:  4407 
36th  St.,  Lubbock  TX  79414.  email:  ter- 
rverts@yahoo.com),  Derek  Hill  (DHi),  Jim 
Hinson  ()Hi),  Petra  Hockey  (PHo),  David 
Holbert  (DHo),  Kelly  Holligan  (KHo),  Bob 
Honig,  Marshall  J.  lliff,  Jim  Joiner,  Dan  Jones, 
Larryjordan,  Rayjordan,  Rich  Kaskan  (RKa), 
Mike  Keck  (MKe),  Joseph  Kennedy,  Richard 
Kinney  (RKi),  Marilyn  Kircus  (MKi),  Rich 
Kostecke  (RKo),  Paul  & Georgean  Kyle,  Dan 
Lane  (DLa),  Danny  Large  (DaL),  Greg  Lavaty 
(GLa),  Daniel  Leavitt  (DLe),  Cin-Ty  Lee 
(CTL),  Bob  Lindsay  (BoL),  Phyllis  Lindsay 
(PLi),  Leslie  Lineham,  Brad  Lirette  (BLi), 
Dwayne  Liteer  (DwL),  Dell  Little  (DLi),  Mark 
Lockwood,  Scotty  Lofland  (ScL),  Stephan 
Lorenz  (SLo),  David  Lukas  (DLu),  Carl  Lund- 
blad.  Bill  Lupardus  (BLu),  John  Mariani 


(JMa),  Marcy  Martinez,  Ray  Matlack,  Terry 
Maxwell  (TMa),  Steve  Mayes,  Ellen  McBride, 
Todd  McClanahan  (TMc),  David  McDonald 
(DMc),  Brad  McKinney  (BMc),  Don  Merritt 
(DMe),  Joann  Merritt  (JMe),  Wayne  Meyer, 
Bill  Murphy  (BMu),  John  P.  O’Neill,  Brent  Or- 
tego,  Mike  Overton,  Jay  Packer  (JaP),  Laura 
Packer,  Jim  Paton  (JPa)  (Trans-Pecos:  4325 
Boy  Scout  Lane,  El  Paso,  TX  79922.  email:  pa- 
tonjn@netzero.net),  Mike  Paul,  Dick  Peake 
(DPe),  Barrett  Pierce,  Randy  Pinkston  (RPi), 
David  Pueppke  (DPu),  Lee  Read,  Roy 
Reinarz,  Thomas  Riecke,  Cecilia  Riley  (CRi), 
Floyd  Robertson  (FIR),  Mike  Rogan,  Forrest 
Rowland  (FRo),  Chris  Runk  (CRu),  Homer 
Rushing,  Billy  Sandifer  (BSa),  Laura  Sare 
(LSa),  John  Schenk  (JSc),  Willie  Sekula 
(Central  Texas:  7063  Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls  City, 
TX  78113-2627.  email:  wsekula@peoplepc. 
com),  Larry  & Pati  Semander,  Joel  Simon 
(JSi),  Roy  Smallwood,  John  Sproui  (JSp),  Eric 
Stager,  Jonathon  Stanley  (JoS),Jim  Stevenson 
(JSt),  Byron  Stone  (BSt),  Rose  Marie  Stortz, 
Malcolm  Mark  Swan,  Ken  Sztraky,  Peggy  Tro- 
sper,  Heidi  Trudell,  Robert  Truss,  John  van 
Dort,  Don  Verser  (DVe),  Darrell  Vollert 
(DVo),  Pat  Wade,  Achim  Weber,  Ron  Weeks 
(UTC:  110  Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX 
77566.  email:  empidonax@sbcglobal.net), 
Matt  White,  John  Whittle,  Brad  Wier,  Stephen 
Williams,  David  Wolf,  Scott  Young,  Ruben 
Zamora,  Barry  Zimmer.  © 


Mark  W.  Lockwood,  402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
Alpine,  Texas  79830,  (mark.lockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 
Eric  Carpenter,  10610  Morado  Circle  #2325 
Austin,  Texas  78759,  (ecarpe@gmail.com) 

Willie  Sekula,  7063  County  Road  228 

Falls  City,  Texas  78113-2627,  (wsekula@peoplepc.com) 


flgflSfltESJ! 

A Birder's  Guide  to 
the  Texas  Coast 


by  Mel  Cooksey  and  Ron  Weeks 
Revised  2006 
342  pages;  paper  (lay-flat) 

Item  #41 3 
ABA  Member  Price:  $19,96 

(List  $24.95) 

The  habitat  diversity  of 
the  Texas  coast  ranges 
from  the  Pineywoods 
to  the  Gulf  prairies, 
from  the  coastal  wet- 
lands to  the  subtropics. 
This  revision  includes 
species  accounts  for 
170  Texas  specialties, 
48  maps  for  200  bird- 
ing  sites,  and  seasonal 
and  distributional 
abundance  bar-graphs 
for  388  regularly 
occurring  species. 


^<r 

American  Birding® 

ASSOCIATION 


800/634-7736 

abasaies.com 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  • NUMBER  1 


105 


Colorado  & Wyoming 


Tony  Leukering  | Bill  Schmoker 


This  year’s  fall  season  delivered  a refresh- 
ing break  from  the  recent  Regional  trend 
of  warmer-and  drier-than-normal  condi- 
tions. Overall,  Wyoming  had  near-normal  tem- 
peratures and  precipitation,  while  Colorado 
had  below-normal  temperatures  combined 
with  above-average  precipitation.  This  helped 
ease  drought  conditions  in  most  of  Colorado, 
but  the  state’s  central  mountains  remained  ab- 
normally dry  and  the  northeastern  plains  grad- 
ed to  severe  drought  near  the  border  with 
Wyoming  and  Nebraska.  Near-normal  condi- 
tions were  not  enough  to  remedy  the  water 
deficit  in  most  of  Wyoming,  which  remained  in 
severe  to  extreme  drought  as  of  28  November 
(drought  intensities  from  U.S.  Drought  Moni- 


tor: <http://drought.unl.edu/dm>). 

In  one  of  the  “best”  and  most  enjoyable 
falls  in  recent  memory,  individuals  of  Yellow- 
billed Loon,  Brown  Pelican,  and  Common 
Black-Hawk  each  had  long  visits,  providing 
area  birders  unusually  protracted  opportuni- 
ties to  study  each.  Whooping  Crane,  Ruff, 
Long-billed  Murrelet,  Costa’s  Hummingbird, 
Pacific-slope  Flycatcher,  and  Smith’s 
Longspur  were  among  the  rarities  with  much 
shorter  visits  (and  correspondingly  fewer  ob- 
servers). Finally,  this  fall’s  report  includes 
many  species  that  were  found  in  unusual 
numbers,  at  unusual  locations,  and/or  at  un- 
usually late  dates,  adding  to  our  growing 
knowledge  of  bird  distribution  and  status  in 
the  Region. 


Since  our  predictions  in  the  iate  1990s  that  Park  (comprising  South  Park  and  the  flanking  ranges)  might  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  better  birding  counties  in  Colorado,  a few  inveterate  Denver-  and 
7 ^Colorado  Springs-area  birders  have  scrutinized  the  three  major  water  bodies  (Antero,  Elevenmile,  and  Spinney  Mountain  Reservoirs)  there  each  fall,  particularly  in  late  October  and  November, 
when  hardy  waterbirds  are  passing  through  the  state.  Virtually  every  trip  has  produced  what  used  to  be  thought  of  as  surprises— species  that  are  now  becoming  almost  expected.  Chief  among  the  tar- 
gets for  these  jaunts  are  scoters,  all  three  of  which  are  regular  in  this  time  period  in  e.  Colorado  but  which  are  much  rarer  (or,  at  least,  much  more  rarely  reported)  w.  of  the  Front  Range. 

This  fall,  trips  on  22  & 29  Oct  and  5 & 17  Nov  may  have  produced  the  best  known  groundings  of  scoters  in  the  state.  In  addition,  huge  numbers  of  other  waterbirds,  particularly  Aythya  ducks,  Buffle- 
heads,  and  American  Coots,  used  the  three  reservoirs  during  this  time.  Along  with  all  of  these  ducks,  good  numbers  of  loons  were  found,  with  representatives  of  four  species  (Table  1;  compiled  by  JK). 


Table  1.  Numbers  of  selected  waterbirds  counted  at  three  South  Park,  Park  reservoirs  (Antero,  Elevenmile,  and  Spinney  Mountain),  late  fall  2006. 


Species  /Date 

22  Oct 

29  Oct 

5 Nov 

17  Nov 

Notes 

Tundra  Swan 

8 

Antero 

Gadwall 

1900 

800 

500 

26 

American  Wigeon 

930 

1700 

630 

410 

Mallard 

3300 

1580 

250 

132 

Canvasback 

327 

812 

500 

21 

800  at  Antero  on  10/29 

Redhead 

4060 

4020 

808 

208 

4000  at  Antero  in  Oct 

Ring-necked  Duck 

85 

211 

100 

304 

Greater  Scaup 

12 

Antero 

Lesser  Scaup 

3600 

3340 

820 

412 

3600  at  Antero  on  10/22 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

20 

2 

8 

11  at  Antero  on  10/29 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

2 

1 

Black  Scoter 

1 

1 

Bufflehead 

140 

3200 

7450 

1160 

4000  at  Antero  on  11/5 

Common  Goldeneye 

480 

358 

Ruddy  Duck 

220 

904 

250 

27 

900  at  Antero  on  10/29 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

Elevenmile 

Pacific  Loon 

1 

4 

3 

3 at  Antero  on  10/29 

Common  Loon 

6 

7 

8 

Yellow-billed  Loon 

1 

Spinney  Mountain 

Eared  Grebe 

232 

270 

2220 

320 

1400  at  Elevenmile  on  11/5 

American  Coot 

9500 

21,000 

14,000 

2490 

10,000  each  at  Antero,  Spinney  Mountain  on  10/29 

Total  waterbirds 

Antero 

18,357 

25,478 

15,643 

1611 

Elevenmile 

2792 

2010 

7605 

1577 

Spinney  Mountain 

4083 

11,284 

5212 

2897 

Totals  of  all  waterbirds  at  all  three  reservoirs 

25,232 

38,772 

28,460 

6085 
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COLORADO  & WYOMING: 


r h The  Gaviidae  kept  Colorado  birders  hopping  in  what  was  one  of  the  most  loony  autumns  in  memory,  with  10  Red- 
J)  /I  throated,  26  Pacific,  and  131  Common  Loons.  As  hoped  for  every  fall,  Yellow-billed  Loons  also  put  in  appearances, 
with  3 singles,  including  the  above-mentioned  South  Park  bird  that  provided  the  first  mt.  report.  An  unaged  Yellow-billed 
visited  L.  DeSmet,  Johnson,  WY  28  Oct-2  Nov  (AH  et  al.)  and  would  provide  (p.a.)  only  the  state's  5th  record.  The  last  report 
of  the  season  was  of  an  obliging,  but  doomed,  juv.  at  Erie  Res.,  Boulder  22  Nov-4  Dec  (W.  Szeliga;  ph.  BS  et  al.).  it  was  on  a 
small  reservoir,  the  size  of  which  might  have  made  departure  difficult,  and  was  seen  to  have  suffered  some  sort  of  injury  dur- 
ing the  latter  half  of  its  stay,  as  one  eye  seemed  shut  and  the  bird  was  quite  lethargic.  Cold  weather  in  late  Nov  and  early  Dec 
closed  it  in  to  a bathtub-sized  hole  in  the  ice  and  when  an  attempt  was  made  at  rescue  4 Dec,  it  submerged  and  never  resur- 
faced. Unfortunately,  the  specimen  could  not  be  recovered;  it  would  have  provided  the  state's  2nd.  As  an  aside,  a large-  and 
pale-billed  Common  Loon  at  Union  in  late  Nov  (ph.  B5)  was  often  confused  as  a Yeiiow-bilied. 


Abbreviations:  Barr  (Barr  Lake  S.P.,  Adams) ; 
Bonny  (Bonny  Res.,  Yuma);  Chatfield  (Chat- 
field  Res.,  Douglas/Jefferson-  unless  stated, 
birds  were  seen  in  both  counties);  Cherry 
Creek  (Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe );  Chico 
(Chico  Basin  Ranch,  El  Paso/Pueblo ; particu- 
lar county  noted  in  text);  Crow  Valley  (Crow 
Valley  Campground,  Pawnee  N.G.,  Weld)', 
E.K.W.  (Edness  Kimball  Wilkins  S.P,  Natrona, 
WY);  Hereford  Ranch  (Wyoming  Hereford 
Ranch,  Laramie,  WY);  Prewitt  (Prewitt  Res., 
Washington/Logan',  reports  are  from  Washing- 
ton unless  specified);  Union  (Union  Res., 
Weld);  Valeo  (Valeo  Ponds  S.W.A.,  Pueblo); 
Valmont  (Valmont  Res.  complex,  Boulder). 
“West  Slope”  denotes  locations  west  of  the 
Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations 
can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that 
each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the 
first  time  it  appears  in  the  text. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Sixteen  Snow  Geese  (including  2 Blues)  20 
Sep  e.  of  Craig,  Moffat  (T.  Litteral)  were  not 
only  a bit  early  but  also  on  the  West  Slope, 
where  not  all  that  common.  Two  Cackling 
Geese  were  reported  from  Vallecito  Res.,  La 
Plata  9 Nov  (JBy);  the  site  is  also  on  the  West 
Slope,  where  occurrence,  timing,  and  subspe- 
cific makeup  of  the  species  have  not  yet  been 
determined.  The  goose  of  the  season,  howev- 
er, was  an  ad.  Black  Brant  below  Pueblo  Res., 
Pueblo  7-25  Nov  (ph.  BKP).  The  bird  provid- 
ed the  2nd  record  of  the  species  in  Colorado 
away  from  the  ne.  quadrant;  the  only  such 
record  was  of  subspecies  hrota  in  1964.  We  re- 
ceived four  Colorado  reports  of  Trumpeter 
Swans  (8  total)  and  13  of  Tundra  Swans  (57 
total)  this  fall,  with  the  highlight  being  the  17 
ad.  Tundras  at  Union  26  Nov  (IS,  TTL,  ph., 
m.ob.).  Among  the  Trumpeters  were  return- 
ing individuals  in  the  Boulder  and  Loveland 
areas.  A one-day-wonder  male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  brightened  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  11 
Nov  (R.  Levad). 

Another  relatively  poor  fall  for  Long-tailed 
Duck  fall  was  brightened  by  a very-rare-in- 


the-Region  ad.  male  (consorting  with  a fe- 
male) at  Cherry  Creek  22  Nov-7  Dec  (S. 
Kennedy;  ph.  GW).  A Gizzard  Shad  ( Doroso - 
ma  cepedianum)  population  explosion  (and 
die-off?)  at  McIntosh  Res.,  Boulder  in  late  Nov 
attracted  large  numbers  of  fish-eaters,  includ- 
ing 1300  Common  Mergansers  and  4800 
Ring-billed  Gulls  26  Nov  (TF).  The  305  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  at  Valmont  23  Nov  (TF) 
may  represent  a new  state  maximum. 


Brant  finally  made  it  onto  the  extensive  Pueblo  County,  Col- 
orado list  in  fall  2006:  this  adult  nigricans  spent  a few 
weeks  in  the  sanctuary  of  a fenced  swimming  pond  be- 
low Pueblo  Reservoir  7 (here)  through  25  November  2006. 
Photograph  by  Brandon  K.  Percival. 

A Pied-billed  Grebe  and  a Ruddy  Duck 
were  late  far  nw.  near  Jackson,  Teton,  WY  14 
Nov  (SP).  Red-necked  Grebes  were  well  rep- 
resented in  the  fall  waterbird  flight,  with  nine 
reports  of  10  birds  from  seven  Colorado 
counties.  American  White  Pelicans  lingered 
at  numerous  locations  deep  into  Nov,  with  3 
paying  the  price  for  such  chutzpah  by  being 
frozen  into  the  ice  at  McIntosh  Res.,  Boulder 
at  the  end  of  the  month  (TF,  rn.ob.).  An  old- 
er-than-juv.  Brown  Pelican  wandered  around 
ne.  Colorado  29  Sep-27  Nov,  being  seen  in 
four  counties  ( Morgan , Larimer,  Weld,  and 
Boulder,  in  that  order),  with  the  first  sighting 
at  Jackson  Res.  (IS)  and  last  at  McIntosh  Res. 
(m.ob.,  TTL). 

HERONS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

As  Cattle  Egrets  are  rarely  reported  from  w. 
Wyoming  now,  one  in  Lincoln  5 Sep  (fide  SP) 


was  of  note;  the  last  report  of  the  species  this 
season  was  from  Rifle,  Garfield  9 Nov  (K.  Pot- 
ter). Numerous  reports  of  Green  Heron  came 
from  typical  locales  and  ended  with  a single 
in  Pueblo  15  Oct  (B.  Maynard).  Among  ardei- 
ds.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  provided 
the  only  occurrences  requiring  review:  an  ad. 
at  L.  Meredith,  Crowley  14  Aug  (K.  Pals  et  al.) 
and  a juv.  at  Bonny  4 Sep  (P  Janzen). 

An  Osprey  sw.  of  Creede  21  Sep  (CD,  BW) 
may  have  provided  the  first  specific  Mineral 
record.  Out-of-range  Mississippi  Kites  includ- 
ed one  near  Fort  Morgan,  Morgan  19  Aug  (TF, 
AB)  and  a juv.  at  Chico,  Pueblo  2 Sep  (BG) 
that  provided  a first  ranch  record.  An  ad. 
Common  Black-Hawk  required  of  would-be 
observers  either  luck  or  much  patience  at 
Canon  City,  Fremont  2-28  Sep  (TRM).  Of  the 
many  fall  reports  of  Broad-winged  Hawk,  the 
most  interesting  were  of  an  ad.  at  Hereford 
Ranch  24  Sep  (WFO)  and  of  an  incredibly 
late  bird  in  Fort  Collins,  Larimer  24  Nov  (R. 
Sparks).  Also  incredibly  late  was  a Swainsons 
Hawk  at  Greenland,  Douglas  28  Oct  (TF),  the 
only  Oct  report  this  year.  Conversely,  a 
Rough-legged  Hawk  at  Pawnee  2 Oct  (BG) 
was  a bit  early.  If,  as  some  thought,  Merlins  in 
the  first  half  of  Sep  were  early  (such  as  one  at 
Spring  Park  Res.,  Eagle  8 Sep  [DFi] ),  what, 
then,  would  they  think  of  3 singles  in  Aug 
(with  the  first  being  at  L.  DeWeese,  Custer  19 
Aug  [BKP])? 

An  ad.  Whooping  Crane  with  Sandhill 
Cranes  flying  over  Neegronda  Res.,  Kiowa  1 
Nov  (p.a.,  BKP  et  al.)  would  provide  only  the 
3rd  modern  Colorado  record.  Records  of  note 
of  Black-bellied  Plover  include  two  West 
Slope  records — one  each  at  Miramonte  Res., 
San  Miguel  5 Aug  (CW,  BW)  and  McPhee 
Res.,  Montezuma  27  Sep  (SA) — a high  count 
of  33  at  Jackson  Res.,  Morgan  15  Oct  (JK  et 
al.),  and  a late  flock  of  4 at  Jackson  Res.  23 
Nov  (DAL).  Two  American  Golden-Plovers  at 
Craig  4-5  Nov  (FL)  were  not  only  late  but 
also  provided  a first  for  Moffat.  Single  Snowy 
Plovers  were  out  of  range  at  Jackson  Res.  and 
at  Prewitt  27  Aug  (bothJK  et  al.).  A juv.  Pip- 
ing Plover  was  also  out  of  range  at  Prewitt  7- 
8 Aug  (BG);  an  unaged  bird  there  19  Aug  (TF, 
AB)  may  have  been  the  same  individual. 

The  southbound  Upland  Sandpiper  move- 
ment was  highlighted  by  13  (mostly  singles) 
detected  traveling  over  Prewitt  1 Aug  (TL).  Of 
5 Ruddy  Turnstones  reported,  singles  were 
found  at  Prewitt  1 (A.  Morrison,  TL)  & 25 
Aug  (JK  et  al.)  and  at  Jackson  Res.  25-29  Aug 
(JK  et  al.);  2 graced  Barr  29  Aug  (WF). 
Sanderlings  on  the  West  Slope,  where  rare,  in- 
cluded singles  at  Ridgway  Res.,  Ouray  8 Sep 
(TL),  Fruitgrowers  Res.,  Delta  20  Sep  (FL), 
and  Pastorius  Res.,  La  Plata  21  Sep  0-  Wein- 
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Colorado  Black  Phoebes  are  expanding  their  ranges  in  time 
as  well  as  space,  demonstrated  by  this  bird  returning  for 
another  fall  (and  second  subsequent  winter)  below  Pueblo 
Reservoir,  Pueblo  County,  Colorado  (here  16  August  2006). 
Photograph  by  Brandon  K.  Percival. 

gartner,  SA).  A Dunlin  on  the  e.  foothill  edge 
at  Colorado  City,  Pueblo  23-24  Oct  (D.  Silver- 
man)  was  outshone  by  an  individual  in  the 
mts.  at  L.  DeWeese  23  Oct  (RM).  There  were 
3 Dunlins  at  Jackson  Res.  17-19  Nov  (DAL), 
and  Highline  Res.,  Mesa  hosted  the  last  of  the 
year  27  Nov  (L.  Arnold).  Five  juv.  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  were  found  by  Colorado  bird- 
ers this  fall,  with  the  first  at  Jackson  Res.  28 
Aug  (BG),  another  one  to  2 there  24  Sep-1 
Oct  (TL,  m.ob.),  and  singles  at  Big  Johnson 
Res.,  El  Paso  28  Sep  (JD)  and  Chatfield,  Dou- 
glas 8 Oct  (AS). 

The  shorebird  of  the  season  was  Colorado’s 
3rd  Ruff,  a juv.  found  at  Evilsizer  L.,  Lincoln 
27  Sep  (ph.,  JBG).  The  only  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  away  from  e.  Colorado  were  one 
at  Miramonte  Res.  5 Aug  (CD,  ph.  BW)  and  a 
juv.  at  the  Hebron  Waterfowl  Area,  Jackson  7 
Aug  (AS).  The  4 Red  Phalaropes  found  this 
fall  occurred  in  a narrow  corridor  in  space, 
but  not  in  time,  with  single  basic-plumaged 
birds  found  at  L.  DeWeese  5 Aug  (FL),  Big 
Johnson  Res.  22  Aug-2  Sep  (MP),  Fossil 
Creek  Res.,  Larimer  21  Sep  (AS),  and  Chat- 
field,  Douglas/Jefferson  8 Oct  (tJK). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  ALCEDS 

A well-photographed  juv.  Pomarine  Jaeger 
found  at  Cherry  Creek  24  Sep  (ph.  GW) 
stayed  through  4 Oct,  on  which  date,  what 
was  probably  the  same  individual  was  found 
not  far  away  at  Chatfield  (ph.  GW)  and  stayed 
there  through  8 Oct.  A probable  juv.  Long- 
tailed Jaeger  was  noted  at  Cherry  Creek  5 Sep 
(ph.  GW;  ph.  analysis  by  M.  O’Brien),  and  an- 
other graced  Standley  L.,  Jefferson  26-28  Sep, 
that  locale’s  2nd  this  decade. 

After  last  fall’s  (probably)  hurricane-caused 
bonanza  of  Laughing  Gulls,  this  fall’s  only  re- 
port, of  an  ad.,  came  from  near  Greeley,  Weld 


1-14  Oct  (SM).  Single  ad.  Little  Gulls  were 
found,  in  the  typically  wide  fall  window,  near 
L.  Meredith  8 Sep  (GW),  Neegronda  Res.  29 
Oct-3  Nov  (a  first  for  Kiowa\  MP),  and  Pueblo 
Res.  11  Nov  (MY),  whereas  a juv.  Bonaparte’s 
Gull  was  quite  early  28  Aug  at  Jackson  Res. 
(BG).  Other  than  the  returning  ad.  in  the 
Union  Res.  area,  the  only  other  report  of  Mew 
Gull  was  of  an  ad.  at  Douglas  Res.,  Larimer  23- 
25  Nov  (TL).  An  excellent  indicator  of  how 
early  California  Gulls  leave  breeding  areas  was 
the  1000  at  Valmont  10  Aug  (TF).  Very  rare 
Aug  Herring  Gulls  were  re- 
ported from  Fruitgrowers 
Res.  (V.  Zerbi)  and  Chat- 
field  Q.  Roller);  one  in  wa- 
ter-poor Elbert  8 Oct  was 
found  on  a more  typical 
date  (BKP).  The  earliest  of 
some  23  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  reported  was 
one  spied  at  Barr  28  Aug 
(WF).  The  field  marks  of  a 
large  imm.  Larus  found  at 
McIntosh  Res.  26-27  Nov 
(ph.  TL)  fit  the  characters 
of  first-cycle  Slaty-backed 
Gull,  but  the  skittishness 
of  the  bird  prevented  defi- 
nite ageing  (either  first-  or 
second-cycle)  and  so  pre- 
cluded definite  identifica- 
tion; then  the  reservoir 
froze.  The  38  Sabine’s 
Gulls  provided  for  a sub- 
par  fall,  but  an  ad.  at  Big  Meadows  Res.  9 Sep 
(possibly  a first  for  Mineral'  JBy)  and  a juv.  at 
Pastorius  Res.  14  Sep  (J.  & J.  Rees,  SA)  were 
in  sw.  Colorado,  where  rare.  At  Cherry  Creek, 
a juv.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  present  2-11 
Nov  (GW),  nicely  overlapped  by  an  ad.  3-9 


Though  now  known  to  be  rare  but  regular  in  migration  in 

Colorado,  this  Blue-headed  Vireo  banded  at  Barr  Lake  State 
Park,  Adams  County,  Colorado  6 September  2006  provided 
one  of  relatively  few  well-documented  occurrences  and  was 
only  the  second  to  be  captured  in  the  twenty  years  of  fall 
banding  at  this  site.  Photograph  by  Steven  Brown. 

Nov  (P  Pratt),  the  latter  quite  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion; juvs.  at  Lathrop  S.P  18-21  Nov  (MP, 
TBKP)  and  Mt.  Elbert  Forebay  20  Nov  (tSY, 
ph.  R.  Hancock)  provided  firsts  for  Huerfano 


and  Lake,  respectively. 

Common  Terns  have  become  more  com- 
monly and  widely  reported  in  the  Region  in 
recent  years,  as  evidenced  by  this  fall’s  18  re- 
ports totaling  50  birds  2 Aug-29  Oct.  The 
most  interesting  included  an  imm.  at  Pasto- 
rius Res.  14  Sep  (rare  in  the  sw.;  SA),  an  ad. 
and  a juv.  visiting  Fontenelle  Res.,  Lincoln, 
WY  30  Sep  (M.  J.  lliff),  and  the  fairly  late  bird 
at  Neegronda  Res.  29  Oct  (MP  et  al.).  Closer 
scrutiny  of  Sterna  terns  has  also  greatly  in- 
creased the  apparent  incidence  of  Arctic  Tern, 
with  3 this  fall  in  a very 
tight  window:  single  juvs. 
at  Union  Res.  17-20  Sep 
(B.  & I.  Prather)  and  Fos- 
sil Creek  Res.,  Larimer  21 
Sep  (NK,  AS)  and  an  alter- 
nate-plumaged  ad.  at  L. 
Beckwith,  Pueblo  22-23 
Sep  (tDS,  ph.  BKP).  A 
murrelet,  almost  certainly 
a Long-billed  Murrelet, 
was  seen  at  great  distance 
at  Blue  Mesa  Res.,  Gunni- 
son 18  Nov  (T.  Hicks). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
FLYCATCHERS 

The  spread  of  doves  con- 
tinues. Up  to  17  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  in 
Hartsel  in  late  Oct  (MP, 
ph.  TL),  providing  for  a 
first  for  montane  Park. 
Three  White-winged  Doves  through  the  win- 
ter in  Guernsey,  Platte,  WY  ( fide  K.  Kranik) 
and  a juv.  in  Meeker,  Rio  Blanco  3-20  Sep  (E. 
Hollowed)  likewise  indicate  the  spread  of  that 
species.  Otherwise,  nearly  all  other  of  the  15 
reports  of  White-winged  Dove  originated 
from  se.  Colorado.  By  contrast,  Inca  Dove 
continues  to  be  found  only  in  the  two  long- 
term locations  of  Lamar  and  Rocky  Ford.  The 
high  count  of  Long-eared  Owl  came  9 Nov 
from  Chico,  El  Paso  (MP),  where  34  were 
counted.  A Short-eared  Owl  at  Horse  Thief 
S.W.A.,  Mesa  26  Sep  (C.  Dodson)  provided  for 
a rare  West  Slope  report.  Lesser  Nighthawk  is 
known  in  Colorado  primarily  as  an  over- 
shooting spring  migrant,  particularly  in  the 
se.  and  the  Grand  Junction  area.  This  fall,  we 
received  reports  of  the  species  from  three  sw. 
locales:  as  many  as  3 at  Nucla,  Montrose  1 
Aug-24  Sep  (JCD,  m.ob.),  one  at  Dolores, 
Montezuma  16  Aug  (tJBy),  and  a road-killed 
bird  at  Gateway,  Mesa  11  Sep  (CD).  However, 
the  use  of  wing  shape  in  the  identification  of 
these  birds  may  not  withstand  further  scruti- 
ny; it  is  conceivable  that  juv.  Common 
Nighthawks  might  have  more  Lesser-like 


catcher  of  the  autumn  2006  season  gave  county 
listers  a double-dip  by  perching  along  the  road 
that  forms  the  border  between  Pueblo  County 
and  Otero  County  19-29  (here  24)  September. 
Photograph  by  Brandon  K.  Percival. 
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f A Southeastern  Colorado  has  become  the  Region's  hummingbird  mecca,  with  Prowers  leading  the  way.  With  reports 
3 n from  only  three  yards  (the  Paulsen,  Thompson,  and  Stulp  yards),  we  get  a good  feeling  for  the  magnitude  of  this  fall's 
hummer  flight  out  there  between  the  main  migration  ranges  of  e.  and  w.  hummingbird  species.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird, for  which  there  are  fewer  than  10  Colorado  records,  was  found  twice  in  the  county  this  fall.  Single  imm.  and  ad. 
males  were  found,  with  the  former  present  3-10  Sep  (JT),  the  latter  on  23  Sep  only  (LP).  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  visit- 
ed all  three  yards  1 Aug-24  Sep,  with  as  many  as  3 at  the  Thompson  yard.  Even  rarer  in  Colorado  than  Ruby-throated,  a fe- 
maie-plumaged  Costa's  Hummingbird  was  ogled  at  the  Stulp  residence  all  day  on  22  Sep  and  then  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
23rd.  Paulsen  reported  a femaie-plumaged  Costa's  at  her  feeder  only  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd;  the  locations  are  separat- 
ed by  24  km.  To  round  things  out,  the  Stulp  yard  hosted  a Calliope  Hummingbird  6 Aug  and  the  Thompson  yard  a Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  on  the  same  date. 


wingtips.  Common  Poorwilis  were  tardy  5 
Nov  near  Trindad,  Las  Animas  (T.  Crisler)  and 
19  Nov  at  Duck  Creek  S.W.A.,  Logan  (SL).  A 
bird  identified  as  a juv. 

Ruby-throated  Humming- 
bird was  photographed  at 
Prewitt  1 Sep  (SL). 

A female  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  at  Hereford 
Ranch  21  Aug-12  Sep  (ph. 

DAL)  would  provide 
Wyoming’s  4th  or  5th 
record  (another  is  pend- 
ing). Seven  reports  totaling 
9 Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
were  received  in  Colorado, 
the  highlight  a single  bird  at 
Manitou  L.,  Teller  28  Sep 
(MP)  in  the  mts.,  where  still 
very  rare.  Single  Red-naped 
Sapsuckers  at  Flagler,  Kit 
Carson  17  Sep  (MP  et  al.)  and  at  Lamar  25  Sep 
(DAL)  were  well  out  on  the  plains,  where 
rare.  Single  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  sang  along 
Boulder  Cr.,  Boulder  5-22  Aug  (TF)  and 
Fountain  Cr.,  El  Paso  18  Sep  (BKP  et  al). 
Even  rarer,  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
reported  from  Crow  Valley  15  Sep  (AS  et  al.), 
thus  making  this  the  3rd  consecutive  migra- 
tion season  in  which  the  species  graced  Col- 
orado— and  that  after  only  one  previous  ac- 
cepted record.  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran 
Flycatcher  banded  at  Barr  25  Aug  (TL,  SN) 
fell  just  barely  outside  the  measurement  over- 
lap on  the  side  of  Pacific-slope,  so  was  rele- 
gated to  the  uncertain  category.  Another 
“Western  Flycatcher”  banded  there  1 Sep 
(p.a.,  tSN)  fell  well  outside  the  overlap  zone 
and  would  account  for  the  first  Colorado 
record  of  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher. 

Black  Phoebes  outside  typical  range  in- 
cluded singles  at  Trinidad,  Las  Animas  12  Sep 
(RM)  and  Colorado  City  16  Sep  (DS).  Of  the 
seven  reports  of  Eastern  Phoebe,  the  farthest 
w.  was  from  Salida  31  Oct  (RM),  the  latest 
from  Neenoshe  Res.,  Kiowa  1-3  Nov  (DN). 
The  only  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  well  out  of 
range  was  a single  at  Valeo  26-29  Aug  (RM). 


Single  Western  and  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were 
very  late  and  late,  respectively,  at  the  Fox 
Ranch,  Yuma  1 Oct  (MP).  Two  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  were  found  this 
fall,  the  first,  a typical  one- 
day  wonder,  was  well  nw. 
near  Craig  19  Sep  (ph.  M. 
Albee).  However,  the  Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatcher  w.-sw. 
of  Fowler  19-29  Sep  was 
photographed  on  both  sides 
of  the  Otero/Pueblo  border 
and  was  the  first  long-stay- 
ing migrant  of  the  species  in 
quite  some  time. 

VIREOS  THROUGH 
THRUSHES 

A very  late  White-eyed 
Vireo  was  quite  out  of  place 
29  Oct  at  Wetmore  (p.a., 
RM),  where  it  would  provide  only  the  2nd 
Custer  record.  For  a species 
that  is  incredibly  rare  in  Col- 
orado away  from  the  very  far  e., 
individual  Bells  Vireos  at  Pre- 
witt, Logan  19  Aug  (TF,  AB), 

Crow  Valley  25-26  Aug  (GW  et 
al.),  and  Rye  Mountain  Park, 

Pueblo  26  Aug  (DS)  were  eye- 
popping finds.  Though  Cassin’s 
Vireos  in  e.  Colorado  no  longer 
raise  eyebrows,  the  whopping 
17  at  Prewitt  27  Aug  OK  et  al.) 
made  for  a new  Colorado  max- 
imum. Of  the  four  reports  of 
Blue-headed  Vireo  this  fall,  one 
banded  at  Barr  6 Sep  (TSN,  ph. 

S.  Brown)  was  early,  one  found 
n.  of  Wild  Horse  17  Sep  (BKP 
et  al.)  accounts  for  the  first 
Cheyenne  report,  and  one  at 
Hasty,  Bent  29  Oct  (MP)  was  a bit  late  (all 
p.a.).  Of  the  nine  Philadelphia  Vireo  reports, 
the  2 on  the  West  Slope — 30  Aug  at  Gunnison 
(JBy)  and  23  Sep  with  a Red-eyed  Vireo  at 
Craig  (FL) — were  of  most  interest,  the  latter 
providing  a first  for  Moffat. 


A Western  Scrub-Jay  was  well  out  of  range 
at  Lamar  25  Sep  (DAL),  as  were  the  25  Piny- 
on  Jays  at  Governor  Basin,  Ouray  28  Aug 
(SA),  though  the  latter  were  only  out  of  range 
elevationally,  being  at  3300  m.  Two  escaped 
Pied  Crows  (Corvus  albus\  sub-Saharan 
species),  one  of  them  banded,  wandered 
around  Denver  28  Sep+  (TA.  Koehler,  TH. 
Kingery).  Two  Pueblo  reports  of  Purple  Mar- 
tin, which  is  rare  in  e.  Colorado,  made  for  a 
“good”  fall.  A Northern  Rough- winged  Swal- 
low at  Navajo  Res.,  Archuleta  29  Oct  (JBy) 
was  incredibly  late,  and  a Cave  Swallow  at 
Valeo  16  Sep  (BKP)  made  for  the  state’s  5th 
undocumented  single-observer  report;  we 
still  await  the  first  confirmed  Colorado 
record.  White-breasted  Nuthatches  of  the  e. 
subspecies  were  found  as  far  w.  as  Prewitt  19 
Aug  (TF,  AB)  and  Hasty  29  Oct  (BKP  et  al).  A 
Canyon  Wren  visited  Lamar  1 Sep  (BG) — 
some  50  km  from  the  nearest  known  breeding 
area  and,  for  such  a typically  sedentary 
species,  well  out  of  range.  Two  Fremont  re- 
ports of  Carolina  Wren,  7-29  Aug  at  Canon 
City  and  24  Sep  upstream  at  Texas  Creek 
(both  RM),  could  conceivably  have  referred 
to  the  same  individual,  though  a winter  report 
from  Canon  City  might  suggest  otherwise.  Of 
the  13  reports  of  Winter  Wren,  observers  clas- 
sified 5 of  them  to  subspecies  group  (2  w.,  3 
e.),  though  our  experience  suggests  that 
“Westerns”  are  rarer  here  than  are  “Easterns.” 
The  only  West  Slope  report,  where  the  species 
is  still  considered  a “rare  winter  visitor,”  was 
of  a bird  banded  at  Grand  Junction  19  Oct 
(GG).  Peterson  found  all  the 
Sedge  Wrens  reported  this  fall, 
with  2 singing  at  Flagler 
S.W.A.,  Kit  Carson  17  Sep  and 
one  at  Kit  Carson,  Cheyenne  2 
Nov. 

The  2 Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
ers  at  Governor  Basin  28  Aug 
(SA)  were  quite  a surprise,  as 
they  were  at  3570  m,  and  sin- 
gles tarried  in  Pueblo  6 Nov 
(MY)  and  Bent  21  Nov  (DN).  A 
male  Eastern  Bluebird  at  Wet- 
more  25  Nov  (RM)  was  in  the 
mountains,  where  quite  rare.  A 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  banded 
at  Barr  11  Oct  (TSN,  ph.  J. 
Haller)  provided  only  the  2nd 
firm  fall  Colorado  record.  An 
Eastern  Hermit  Thrush  was 
identified  at  the  Fox  Ranch  14  Oct  (TF)  and 
added  to  the  very  few  Colorado  reports  of  the 
subspecies  group.  Three  fall  Wood  Thrushes 
made  for  a great  total  and  included  one  in 
Wyoming,  at  E.K.W.  2 Sep  (CM).  Both  Col- 
orado birds  were  found  7 Oct,  one  at  Crow 


As  Colorado  has  only  one  previous  accepted 
fall  record  of  the  species,  this  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  banded  at  Barr  Lake  State  Park,  Adams 
County,  Colorado  1 1 October  2006  was  unex- 
pected there.  Photograph  by  Joanne  Haller. 


banded  at  Barr  Lake  State  Park, 
Adams  County,  Colorado  6 October 
2006  provided  a rare  fall  record.  In- 
terestingly, all  three  Adams  County 
records  are  all  from  fall,  and  all  have 
been  birds  found  in  mist  nets  at  this 
site.  Photograph  by  Jessica  Lux. 


V 0 L U M E 6 1 ( 2 0 0 7 ) • N U M B E R 1 109 

. 


COLORADO  & WYOMING 


Prothonotary  Warbler  is  much  more  common  in  spring  in  Col- 
orado than  in  fall,  so  this  individual  banded  at  Barr  Lake  State 
Park,  Adams  County,  Colorado  24  October  2006  provided  rare, 
and  very  late,  record.  Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 

Valley  (SM),  the  other  less  than  80  km  due  s. 
at  Barr  (tSN,  ph.  J.  Lux). 

PIPITS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  unprecedented  seven  reports  of  Sprague’s 
Pipit,  all  from  ne.  Colorado,  spanned  14 
Sep-16  Oct.  However,  without  the  five  re- 
ports from  Gibbons,  who  was  working  on  a 
playa  survey  project  on  the  e.  plains,  the  re- 
maining reports  would  have  constituted  a 
typical  fall  in  the  Region,  which  again  under- 
scores the  importance  of  being  in  the  right 
place  at  the  right  time.  A Blue-winged  War- 
bler at  Neenoshe  Res.  3 Nov  (fJBy)  was  in- 
credibly late  and  would  provide  a first  for 
Kiowa ; a Golden-winged  Warbler  at  Canon 
City  18  Aug  (RM)  provided  a Fremont  first. 
Tennessee  Warblers  in  atypical  places  includ- 
ed singles  at  Casper,  Natrona,  WY  18  Aug 
(G&rJL),  Craig  23  Aug  (FL),  and  Gunnison 
30  Aug  (JBy);  one  at  Neegrande  Res.,  Kiowa 
29  Oct  (BKP,  MP)  was  quite  late. 

Nashville  Warblers  were  present  in 
Wyoming  at  Casper  18  Aug  (G&JL)  and 
E.K.W.  1 Sep  (CM),  as  was  a Magnolia  War- 
bler at  E.K.W.  24  Sep  (AH,  CM).  A male  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  graced  Salida  13  Oct 
(RM)  for  Chaffee's  first  record;  another  in  a 
Carbondale  yard  23  Oct  (D.  Clark)  did  the 
same  for  West  Slope  Gaificld.  A Black-throat- 


ed Green  Warbler  at  Gunnison  30  Aug  (p.a., 
JBy)  would  provide  a first  for  Gunnison  and 
only  a 2nd  for  Colorado’s  West  Slope.  A female 
Blackburnian  Warbler  was  quite  a surprise  in 
a Nucla  yard  9 Sep  (TL,  ph.  BW),  as  it  provid- 
ed a Montrose  first  and  a Colorado  West  Slope 
4th.  The  only  Prairie  Warbler  was  one  that 
brightened  E.K.W.  1 Oct  (CM).  Though  the 
three  Palm  Warbler  reports  this  fall  made  for  a 
poor  showing,  all  were  of  interest,  the  afore- 
mentioned Nov  report  and  2 from  the  mts.: 
Rocky  Mountain  N.E,  Larimer  23  Aug  (B. 
Gill)  and  Silverthorne,  Summit  29  Oct  OKI- 
Single  imm.  Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  nice 
finds  at  Crow  Valley  10  Sep  (p.a.,  DAL)  and  in 
s.  Kit  Carson  17  Sep  (p.a.,  BKP).  A Blackpoll 
Warbler  6 Sep  at  Salida  (RM)  was  in  the  mts., 
where  the  species  is  not  at  all  common. 

An  ad.  male  Black-and-white  Warbler  was 
on  Colorado’s  West  Slope,  where  the  species 
is  not  annual,  at  L.  Catamount,  Routt  4 Sep 
(A.  Hilf).  An  imm.  female  Prothonotary  War- 
bler banded  at  Barr  24  Oct  (tSN,  ph.  TL)  was 
nearly  record  late.  Worm-eating  Warblers  are 


Red  Fox  Sparrows  are  annual  but  rare  visitors  to  Colorado  in 
late  fall  and  winter,  and  this  individual,  banded  at  Barr 
Lake  State  Park,  Adams  County,  Colorado  13  October  2006, 
appeared  within  the  typical  window  of  passage  for  this 
species.  It  represents  a fourth  county  record,  all  of  birds 
banded  at  this  site.  Photograph  by  Glenda  Brown. 

much  more  common  in  the  Region  in  spring 
than  in  fall,  so  it  was  quite  a surprise  that  one 
was  banded  at  Grand  Junction  19  Oct  (ph. 
GG),  providing  only  the  West  Slope’s  3rd 
record  and  first  since  1963!  Both  reports  of 
migrant  Hooded  Warblers,  also  more  com- 
mon here  in  spring  than  in  fall,  were  from 
atypical  locations:  Delta,  Delta  22-23  Aug 


QBn)  and  Natrona,  WY  7 Sep  (B.  Rickman). 
Four  Canada  Warblers  doubled  a typical  fall’s 
count,  the  first  at  Crow  Valley  25-26  Aug  (tJK 
et  al.).  The  next  was  among  the  aforemen- 
tioned horde  of  Cassin’s  Vireos  and  45 
Townsend’s  Warblers  at  Prewitt  27  Aug  (tJK). 
The  3rd  graced  Boulder  3 Sep  (SL),  while  the 
last  provided  a Custer  first,  at  L.  DeWeese  24 
Sep  (RM).  A Summer  Tanager  was  banded  at 
Barr  16  Oct  (ph.  SN),  and  another  was  an 
electric  addition  to  the  Todovich  feeders  in  El 
Paso  2-7  Nov  (fide  N.  Pieplow).  An  imm.  male 
Scarlet  Tanager  was  a nice  find  at  Prewitt  29 
Sep  QK). 

Laggard  towhees  included  a Green-tailed 
at  Two  Buttes  S.W.A.,  Baca  26  Nov  (JT)  and 
a Spotted  at  Wilson,  Teton,  WY  27  Nov  (fide 
SP).  Clay-colored  Sparrow  is  quite  rare  on 
the  West  Slope,  so  the  singles  at  Pastorius 
Res.  1 Sep  and  in  Dolores  3 Sep  (both  JBy) 
and  the  2 at  Ridgway  S.P,  Ouray  3-20  Sep 
(CD)  are,  perhaps,  connected  to  the  large 
flight  on  the  e.  plains  (as  evidenced  by  the 
record-high  23  banded  at  Barr  this  fall  [SN]). 
Single  Field  Sparrows  at  Withers  Canyon, 
Otero  29  Oct  (DN)  and  Colorado  City  1 Nov 
(DS)  were  late  and  well  w.  of  normal.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  subspecies  of  these  birds  was 
not  determined/reported,  as  they  match  in 
timing  so  well  with  the  Eastern  Field  Spar- 
row at  Burchfield  S.W.A.,  Baca  28  Oct  (MP), 
though  one  reported  as  a Western  Field  Spar- 
row was  in  Jefferson  29  Oct  (T.  Jones).  A Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  (with  a late  Grasshopper 
Sparrow)  was  at  the  Fox  Ranch  14  Oct  (TF 
et  al.),  and  2 were  in  the  Ft.  Lyon  marshes, 
Bent  27-29  Oct  (MP,  BKP).  A slightly  high 
count  of  3 Red  Fox  Sparrows  was  found  this 
fall:  one  banded  at  Barr  13  Oct  (tSN,  ph.  G. 
Brown),  one  at  Neenoshe  Res.  29  Oct-3  Nov 
(BKP,  MP),  and  one  near  John  Martin  Res., 
Bent  16  Nov  (DN). 

Swamp,  White-throated,  and  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows are  of  uncommon  occurrence  on  the 
West  Slope,  so  reports  (all  of  singles)  there  are 
of  interest  and  included  Swamps  at  Grand 
Junction  13  Oct  and  Paonia,  Delta  22  Oct 
(both  JBn),  White-throateds  at  Nucla  25  Sep 
(record  early  on  West  Slope)  through  25  Nov 
(CD)  and  near  Cortez,  Montezuma  3 Nov 
(D&MH),  and  a Harris’s  near  Cortez  4 Nov 
(D&MH).  Dark-eyed  Juncos  typically  arrive 
on  the  e.  plains  in  early  Oct,  and  Gray-headed 
Juncos  are,  if  not  rare,  at  least  quite  uncom- 
mon there  at  any  time.  However,  juncos  found 
there  in  mid-Sep  are  usually  Gray-headeds,  so 
the  single  at  Hereford  Ranch  19  Sep  (DFa) 
matched  expectations.  A poorly  photographed 
longspur  near  Hugo  S.W.A.,  Lincoln  14  Sep 
(BG)  was  probably  a Smith’s  Longspur,  and 
another  such  bird  was  identified  near  Bonny 


By  Nov,  most  parulids  have  departed  the  Region,  and  most  of  the  Region's  birders  are  concentrating  on  waterbirds. 
<3  n Some  birders,  though,  continue  to  scour  migrant  traps  and  turn  up  warblers  in  amazing  number  and  variety.  With  the 
addition  of  the  aforementioned  Blue-winged  Warbler,  parulid  records  from  this  Nov,  which  spanned  the  entire  month,  include 
individuals  of  11  species:  Orange-crowned  Warblers  in  Lincoln,  Pueblo,  and  Larimer;  Nashville  Warblers  in  Otero,  Jefferson,  and 
Pueblo  (2);  Northern  Parula  in  Pueblo ; Chestnut-sided  Warblers  in  Jefferson  and  Boulder ; Black-throated  Green  Warbler  in  Chaf- 
fee; Pine  Warblers  in  Kiowa,  Pueblo  (2),  and  El  Paso ; Western  Palm  Warbler  in  Kiowa;  Black-and-white  Warbler  in  Chaffee;  Oven- 
bird  in  Larimer;  and  Wilson's  Warbler  in  Jefferson.  As  Chaffee  is  in  the  mts.,  those  reports  are  even  more  noteworthy. 
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30  Sep  (p.a.,  AS,  A.  Boyce).  A Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  18-26  Nov  was  not  only  very  late 
but  on  the  “wrong”  side  at  Paonia  (JBn);  an 
even  tardier  individual  was  at  Boulder  24-28 
Nov  (TF).  A Blue  Grosbeak  at  Valeo  7-9  Oct 
(BKP)  provided  a new  late  date  for  Colorado; 
a Lazuli  Bunting  not  far  away  on  14  Oct 
(BKP) — if  not  for  an  older  Nov  record — 
would  have  provided  the  same  for  its  species. 

Colorado  birders  continue  to  work  out  the 
distribution  of  Eastern  Meadowlark  in  the 
state;  another  datum  was  provided  by  a 
singing  bird  5 Oct  n.  of  Two  Buttes  Res.  in 
Prowers  (S.  Moss),  probably  a Lilian’s.  An  ad. 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  provided  a first  for 
Carbon,  WY  25  Sep  at  Saratoga  (ph.  F. 
Bergquist),  and  a Bullock’s  Oriole  15  Sep  at 
Crow  Valley  (DAL)  was  late.  A brown- 
plumaged  Purple  Finch  at  Last  Chance,  Wash- 
ington 28  Sep  (DAL)  provided  the  only  report 
of  the  season.  Lesser  Goldfinch  has  only  re- 


cently colonized  the  se.  mts.  of  Wyoming  and 
is  rare  on  the  plains  anywhere  in  the  Region, 
so  the  3 at  Hereford  Ranch  21  Sep  (WFO) 
were  of  interest  for  multiple  reasons. 

Addendum:  Omitted  from  the  summer  2006 
report,  a male  Eastern  Bluebird  attended  a 
nest  in  the  upper  reaches  of  Upper  Beaver 
Meadows,  Rocky  Mountain  N.E,  Larimer  late 
May-late  Jun  (S.  Roederer).  Most  interesting 
was  that  the  female  bluebird  at  that  nest  was 
a Western  (TL). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Susan  Allerton,  Jason  Beason  (JBn),  Jim 
Beatty  (sw.  Colorado;  JBy),  Allan  Burns,  Coen 
Dexter  (w.-cen.  Colorado),  Doug  Faulkner 
(Wyoming;  DFa),  Dick  Filby  (DFi),  Warren 
Finch,  Ted  Floyd,  Brian  Gibbons,  Glenn 
Giroir,  Dean  & Mona  Hill,  Ann  Hines,  Joey 
Kellner,  Steve  Larson,  Gloria  & Jim 


Lawrence,  David  A.  Leatherman,  Tony  Leuk- 
ering,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado),  Steve 
Messick,  Chris  Michelson  (Casper,  WY), 
Rich  Miller,  Duane  Nelson,  Starr  Nicely,  Su- 
san Patla  (Jackson,  WY),  Linda  Paulsen, 
Brandon  K.  Percival  (se.  Colorado),  Mark  Pe- 
terson, Ira  Sanders,  Bill  Schmoker  (Colorado 
Front  Range),  Larry  Semo  (ne.  Colorado), 
David  Silverman,  Andrew  Spencer,  Jane  Stulp, 
Janeal  Thompson,  Glenn  Walbek  (n.-cen. 
Colorado),  Western  Field  Ornithologists, 
Cole  Wild,  Brenda  Wright,  Mark  Yaeger. 
Many  other  individuals  contributed  informa- 
tion to  this  report  but  could  not  be  acknowl- 
edged here.  They  all  have  our  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation. © 
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Early  autumn  was  unusually  dry  and 
warm  in  most  areas  of  the  Region,  but 
weather  patterns  reversed  course  in 
October  and  November,  bringing  much  pre- 
cipitation. While  shorebird  and  waterfowl  mi- 
gration seemed  fairly  typical,  some  reports  in- 
dicated significant  movements  of  passerines 
in  August  and  September  in  response  to  a se- 
ries of  cool,  wet  frontal  systems. 

Late-season  reports  of  low  passerine  num- 
bers in  southern  Idaho’s  valleys  were  especial- 
ly perplexing  and  troubling.  Some  contribu- 
tors speculated  that  adequate  wild  food  avail- 
ability and  mild  weather  may  have  allowed 
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birds  to  forego  migration  to  the  area,  but  oth- 
ers opined  that  widespread  mortality  from 
West  Nile  Virus  was  the  probable  cause.  This 
darker  explanation  seemed  likely,  especially 
after  the  Center  for  Disease  Control  published 
a fall  report  documenting  nearly  a quarter  of 
the  nation’s  cases  of  West  Nile  in  southern 
Idaho. 

Abbreviations:  A.FR.  (American  Falls  Res., 
Bingham/Power,  ID);  Camas  (Camas  N.W.R., 
Jefferson , ID);  I.PR.  (Island  Park  Res.,  Fre- 
mont, ID);  L.P.  (Idaho  Bird  Observatory’s 
banding  station  at  Lucky  Peak  near  Boise). 

GEESE  THROUGH  PIGEONS 

Representing  a latilong  first  was  a Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  at  L.  Helena,  MT  18 
Nov  (BM).  Unusually  late  was  a Ross’s  Goose 
at  Bozeman,  MT  23  Nov  (LAH).  A total  of  16 
Cackling  Geese  was  reported  5-17  Nov,  more 
than  three  times  last  autumn’s  count.  Only  4 
Eurasian  Wigeons  were  recorded,  barely  up 
from  last  year’s  weak  tally.  If  accepted,  2 
American  Black  Ducks  at  Camas  16  Oct 
(tJC)  will  represent  Idaho’s  4th  record.  About 
average  was  the  season’s  count  of  16  Surf 
Scoters  and  12  White -winged  Scoters.  Rare 
Black  Scoters  visited  both  states,  with  2 at  L. 
Helena  17  Oct  (ph.  BM)  providing  Montana’s 
16th  record  and  one  in  Valley  17-20  Nov 
(tJC)  that  will  represent  Idaho’s  3rd  record,  if 
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accepted.  The  fall  tally  of  8 Long-tailed  Ducks 
was  above  average.  A Red-throated  Loon  in 
Kootenai  16  Oct  (tLH)  brought  in  Idaho’s 
29th  report.  Pacific  Loons  came  through  in 
fairly  good  numbers,  with  a total  of  13  re- 
ported. Staging  Common  Loons  peaked  at 
about  250  at  Montana’s  Ennis  L.  22  Oct  (EH, 
JP),  one  of  the  Region’s  primary  loon 
hotspots.  Raptor  watchers  at  L.P.  made  com- 
mendable counts  of  17  Broad-winged  Hawks 
10  Sep-3  Oct  (JC),  and  Montana  reported  12 
at  the  Bridger  Ridge  site  in  mid-late  Sep.  A 
surprisingly  high  tally  of  60  staging  Bald  Ea- 
gles was  made  at  Ennis  L.,  MT  25  Nov  (AH). 
Unprecedented  was  the  Gyrfalcon  document- 
ed at  the  Bridger  Ridge,  MT  hawkwatch  site 
28  Oct  (CC,  JG);  one  in  Lake,  MT  9 Nov  (BR) 
was  less  unusual.  Shocking  was  an  estimated 
40,000  American  Coots  at  Ennis  L.,  MT  9 Oct 
(EH,  JP). 

Usually  rare  American  Golden-Plovers 
came  through  in  good  numbers,  with  Idaho 
hosting  at  least  24  and  Montana  reporting  26. 
Idaho  birders  reported  Snowy  Plovers  in 
Canyon  7 Aug  (tDH)  and  at  A.FR.  3-5  Sep 
(TJC),  where  they  are  casual  visitors.  Espe- 
cially rare  in  autumn  in  w.  Montana  was  a 
Black-necked  Stilt  in  Somers  2 Sep  (DC).  A 
Red  Knot,  less  than  annual,  was  a show-stop- 
per at  I.PR.  29  Sep-6  Oct  (JC,  ph„  TCW).  Top 
shorebird  honors  go  to  the  single  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  at  L.  Helena,  MT  3 Sep  (ph. 
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BM),  w.  Montana’s  9th  record,  and  at  A.ER.  23 
Sep  (tJC),  which  will  furnish  Idaho’s  4th,  if 
accepted.  Fairly  typical  was  the  total  of  5 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  15  Aug-9  Sep.  The 
only  reported  jaegers  were  single  Parasitics  at 
Ennis  L„  MT  29-30  Sep  and  9 Oct  (tEH,  JP). 
A wayward  Franklins  Gull  visited  L.  Coeur 
d’Alene,  ID  20  Oct  (MH),  where  they  are  now 
nearly  annual.  The  tally  of  rare-but-regular 
larids  was  about  average,  with  5 Mew  Gulls,  5 
Thayer’s  Gulls,  3 Glaucous-winged  Gulls,  2 
Glaucous  Gulls,  and  9 Sabine’s  Gulls  report- 
ed. The  gull  of  the  season  was  a Black-legged 
Kittiwake  at  A.ER.  2-9  Nov  (TJC,  ph„  tCW) 
that  represented  Idaho’s  7th  report.  An  imm. 
Arctic  Tern  was  discovered  at  A.ER.  3-5  Sep 
(tJC),  the  Region’s  hotspot  for  the  species. 
Montana’s  9th  Ancient  Murrelet  was  found 
dead  near  Deer  Lodge  22  Nov  (GS).  A Band- 
tailed Pigeon  was  especially  unusual  near 
Challis,  ID  11-12  Sep  (D&EF);  these  casual 
visitors  are  seldom  reported  outside  of  spring. 

OWLS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Apparently  Barn  Owls  are  increasing  in  w. 
Montana,  as  evidenced  by  scattered  sightings 
in  Beaverhead , Gallatin,  Granite,  and  Lake.  A 
record-early  Snowy  Owl  was  observed  in 
Boundaiy,  ID  26  Aug-3  Sep  (ph.  MM),  and  an- 
other was  discovered  in  Kootenai,  ID  22  Nov 
(SS).  Five  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  were  docu- 
mented throughout  Idaho  1 Sep-30  Nov, 
where  they  are  now  almost  expected  in  au- 
tumn. Montana’s  13th  Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
er was  an  exciting  find  near  Lincoln  20  Sep 
(MHu).  Only  9 Blue  Jays  were  recorded  in  Ida- 


ho, representing  a 95  per  cent  reduction  from 
last  year.  In  Montana,  a Blue  Jay  fledgling  near 
Manhattan  in  early  Sep  (JE)  established  a first 
breeding  record  for  Latilong  38.  A storm  put 
down  a mind-blowing  2000  migrating  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  near  Gardiner,  MT  17  Sep 
(MD).  A Northern  Mockingbird  at  Camas  2 
Aug  was  interesting,  but  even  more  unusual 
was  the  Brown  Thrasher  there  24  Sep  (JC).  It 
was  a good  season  for  e.  vagrant  warblers, 
with  reports  of  4 Tennessee  Warblers  at  Camas 
& L.P  25  Aug-1  Oct  (JC),  a Northern  Parula 
in  Fremont,  ID  8 Sep  (tCW),  and  a Palm  War- 
bler in  Beaverhead  (EHe,  D&JJ)  that  provided 
a first  record  for  sw.  Montana.  The  relatively 
new  songbird  banding  station  at  Camas  pro- 
duced unusual  captures,  including  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  22-23  Aug  and  7 Sep,  a Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  11  Sep,  a Blackpoll 
Warbler  12  Sep,  a Black-and-white  Warbler  26 
Sep,  and  an  Ovenbird  12  Aug  (JC).  Remark- 
ably late  was  a Nashville  Warbler  in  Lewiston, 
ID  11  Nov  (TG).  A vagrant  Hooded  Warbler 
in  Missoula  7 Sep  (TT)  provided  Montana’s 
2nd  record  and  a seasonal  highlight. 

A local  late  record  was  set  by  the  Chipping 
Sparrow  that  held  over  near  Hailey,  ID  29-30 
Nov+  (ph.  PWP).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  are 
increasingly  reported  in  Idaho;  this  season, 
one  was  banded  at  Camas  14  Aug  (ph.  JC), 
and  another  was  near  Moscow,  ID  4-6  Sep 
(KD,  TG).  An  incredible  find  was  a Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  near  Bozeman,  MT  18 
Oct  (tEH)  that  will  be  w.  Montana’s  2nd,  if  ac- 
cepted. The  only  Swamp  Sparrow  report  was 
from  Hagerman  Valley,  ID  7 Nov  (tJC),  where 


the  species  may  regularly  winter.  It  was  a 
good  season  for  rare  Zonotrichia,  with  at  least 
10  White-throated,  17  Golden-crowned,  and 
2 Harris’s  Sparrows  reported.  Especially  no- 
table were  the  record  15  Golden-crowneds 
banded  at  L.R  in  Sep  (JQ-  A Lapland 
Longspur  discovered  in  Sandpoint  (MH)  fur- 
nished just  the  3rd  n.  Idaho  record.  Notable 
captures  at  Camas  included  a Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  8 Sep,  a Blue  Grosbeak  12-15  Aug, 
and  an  Indigo  Bunting  13  Aug  (JC).  A flock  of 
about  30  Common  Grackles  in  Rexburg,  ID  4 
Oct  (DC1)  was  impressive,  as  was  the  report 
of  2 others  in  Owyhee,  ID  27  Oct  (JC),  where 
they  are  only  casual.  Idaho’s  Owyhee  also 
hosted  the  only  Great-tailed  Grackles,  with  2 
there  27  Oct  (JO-  If  accepted,  a well-de- 
scribed Orchard  Oriole  at  Camas  21-24  Aug 
(TJC)  will  provide  Idaho’s  first  record. 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Stephen  Augustine,  Kathleen 
Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Darren  Clark  (DC1), 
Kas  Dumroese,  Terry  Gray,  Mike  Haldeman, 
Lisa  Hardy,  Denise  Hughes,  Matthew  Moskwik, 
Shirley  Sturts,  Chuck  Trost,  Cliff  Weisse,  Poo 
Wright-Pulliam.  MONTANA:  Dan  Casey,  Cato 
Cook,  Mark  Donahue,  Joe  Elleson,  Jamie 
Granger,  A1  Harmata,  Ed  Harper,  Lou  Ann  Har- 
ris (LAH),  Eric  Hendrickson  (EHe),  Marcel 
Huijser  (MHu),  Daryl  and  Judy  Jennings,  Bob 
Martinka,  John  Parker,  Bob  Rost,  Don  Skaar, 
Gary  Swant,  Terry  Toppins. 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue 
La  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@verizon.net) 
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Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridell 


Weather  in  the  Great  Basin  during 
the  fall  season  was  marked  by  ex- 
tremes: starting  off  hot  and  dry  in 
August  and  eventually  turning  much  colder 
than  normal  throughout  much  of  the  Region 
by  November.  Fall  birding  in  the  Region  was 
exceptional,  with  an  abundance  of  rare  and 
vagrant  birds  reported.  Utah  highlights  in- 
cluded the  first  accepted  Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  record,  an  individual  lingering  at  the 
Antelope  Island  State  Park  Causeway,  and  the 
second  documented  Prairie  Warbler.  Nevada 
highlights  included  a Black  Scoter  on  a small 
pond  in  Esmeralda  County  and  an  outstand- 
ing warbler  showing,  including  Magnolia, 
Black-throated  Blue,  Blackpoll,  and  Connecti- 
cut Warblers. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  Island  (Antelope  Is- 
land S.P  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear  Riv- 
er (Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Eld- 
er, UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  H.B.V.P  (Flenderson  Bird 
Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  Lake  Mead 
(Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle 
Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT);  Miller’s 
R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV); 
Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT);  Red  Hills 
(Red  Hills  G.C.,  St.  George,  Washington,  UT); 
Zion  (Zion  N.P.,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Seventy  Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  a high 
number,  were  observed  10  Sep  at  the  H.B.VP 
( fide  JBr).  A cooperative  Trumpeter  Swan 
graced  Layton  City  Park,  Davis,  UT  2-7  Nov 
(BF  et  al).  Up  to  4 Wood  Ducks  lingered  27 
Oct+  at  Idlewild,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  (RB  et 
al.).  There  were  fewer  observations  of  scoters 
than  usual  this  fall  in  the  Region.  As  usual, 
Surf  Scoters  were  the  most  observed  species, 
with  Nevada  reports  from  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe 
(14-22  Oct;  MMe,  RSt  et  al.)  and  Walker  L., 
Mineral  (4  Nov;  GS).  Surf  Scoters  were  also 
found  at  several  Utah  locations,  including  An- 
telope Island  22  Oct-27  Nov  (TA,  CN  et  al.), 


Baker  Res.,  Washington  24-25  Oct  (LT), 
Hyrum  S.P,  Cache  29  Oct  (J&KB),  and  Kolob 
Res.,  Washington  30  Oct-11  Nov  (RF).  Utah 
supplied  the  only  White-winged  Scoter  obser- 
vations: an  ad.  male  25-29  Oct  at  Hurricane, 
Washington  (KC,  ph.  RF)  and  a female  at  An- 
telope Island  9-27  Nov  (ph.  PH,  ph.  BC).  Re- 
markably, the  only  Black  Scoter  found  this 
season  was  a female  photographed  at  the 
small  Dyer  Pond,  in  the  nearly  waterless  Es- 
meralda, NV  5 Nov  (GS).  A Long-tailed  Duck 
visited  Antelope  Island  26  Nov+  (J&KB),  and 
a female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  made  a rare 
Washington,  UT  appearance  30  Nov-6  Dec  at 
Gunlock  S.P.  (LT,  RF). 

It  was  an  uneventful  season  for  rare  loon 
sightings  in  the  Region.  Highlights  included  a 
juv.  Red-throated  Loon  found  11  Nov  (GS, 
J&MC)  and  2 ads.  reported  13  Nov  at  Las  Ve- 
gas Bay,  Lake  Mead  (FO,  DB).  Utah  supplied 
the  only  Pacific  Loon  reports,  with  2 at 
Hyrum  S.P,  Cache  21-29  Oct  (BR,  J&KB)  and 
singles  at  Quail  Creek  S.P,  Washington  6 Nov 
(RF)  and  Willard  Bay  S.P.,  Box  Elder  18  Nov 
(DS).  A Horned  Grebe  located  23-24  Sep  on 
the  Dyer  Pond  (GS,  RSt,  DG)  likely  supplied 
the  first  record  for  arid  Esmeralda,  NV.  Red- 
necked Grebes  were  observed  28  Sep-3  Oct 
at  Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln, 

NV  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  RF)  and  24 
Oct  at  Little  Dell  Res.,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  (BH).  A juv.  Brown 
Pelican  lingered  at  Las  Vegas 
Bay,  Lake  Mead  16-25  Aug 
(JBa).  A Little  Blue  Heron  was 
a nice  find  27  Sep  at  Ash 
Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV 
(p.a.,  HH;  fide  SG),  and  a juv. 

Reddish  Egret  made  a rare  ap- 
pearance at  Lake  Mead  12-18 
Sep  (p.a.,  JK,  TD). 

HAWKS  THROUGH 
TERNS 

Reports  of  migrant  Broad- 
winged Hawks  have  been 
steadily  increasing  in  the  Region  over  the  past 
five  years,  particularly  at  high-elevation  areas 
in  the  Wasatch  and  Goshute  Mts.  This  fall, 
there  were  no  fewer  than  14  individuals  re- 
ported, with  the  majority  observed  along  the 
Wasatch  Front,  Salt  Lake/Utah,  UT  2-26  Sep 
(ph.  JL,  tEH,  MMo  et  al.).  Nevada  reports  in- 
cluded a dark  morph  photographed  28  Sep  at 
Corn  Cr.  (ph.,  tMJI)  and  a typical  ad.  4 Oct  at 
Miller’s  R.A.  (DL).  A Zone-tailed  Hawk  was 
observed  again  this  year  in  the  Kolob  Mead- 
ows/Lava Pt.  area  of  Zion  8-19  Aug  (RF,  DW, 
LW). 

A Common  Moorhen  observed  9 Aug  at 
Ruby  Lake  N.W.R.,  Elko,  NV  (JBo)  was  out- 


side of  typically  reported  areas.  Utah’s  first  Pa- 
cific Golden-Plover  was  confirmed  this  sea- 
son at  Antelope  Island  25  Aug  (J&BD,  ph.  KE 
et  al.).  Fortunately,  it  was  very  cooperative,  al- 
lowing close  photographs  and  study  by  many 
observers  and  lingering  through  16  Sep  (acc., 
tKP,  tBR,  ph.  BC,  ph.  PH).  Additional  signifi- 
cant shorebird  sightings  at  Antelope  Island 
included  a Whimbrel  6-9  Aug  (JBi,  j&KB) 
and  2 Ruddy  Turnstones  4-6  Aug  (CP,  ph.  JBi 
et  al.).  A well-documented  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  graced  Decker  L.,  Salt  Lake,  UT  23 
Aug  (tS&CS,  PF).  Stilt  Sandpipers,  rare  tran- 
sients through  the  Region,  were  reported 
from  the  unusual  s.  Nevada  locations  of 
H.B.VP  (6-16  Sep;  JBr  et  al.)  and  Key  Pittman 
W.M.A.,  Lincoln  (28  Sep;  MJI).  Utah’s  12th 
confirmed  Red  Phalarope  was  photographed 
11  Nov  at  Antelope  Island  (ph.,  tKR).  An  ad. 
Heermann’s  Gull  made  a rare  appearance  in 
the  Region  at  Virginia  L.,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV 
30  Oct  (FP).  A Mew  Gull  was  photographed 
along  the  Antelope  Island  Causeway  3-5  Nov 
(ph.  SCr,  ph.  PH,  GB,  MW).  There  were  sev- 
eral reports  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  this  period:  an 
ad.  was  observed  7 Sep  at  Cottonwood  Cove, 
Lake  Mojave  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV  (JM),  while 
juvs.  were  noted  15  Sep  at  Antelope  Island 


(KP),  16  Sep  at  Bear  River  (DS),  27  Sep  at  Las 
Vegas  Bay,  Lake  Mead  (MJI),  and  21  Oct  at 
Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  (RSa,  J&MC). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Post-breeding  White-winged  Doves  were  ob- 
served at  several  locations  n.  of  their  expect- 
ed range:  Miller’s  R.A  19  Aug  (RSt  et  al.),  Garr 
Ranch,  Antelope  Island  20  Aug-6  Sep  (JBi  et 
al.),  and  Halladay,  Salt  Lake,  UT  26  Aug  (DO). 
A Greater  Roadrunner  was  a surprising  visitor 
during  a cold  snap  at  Log  Canyon,  Steptoe 
Valley,  White  Pine,  NV  26  Nov  (BP).  A re- 
markable flight  of  Vaux’s  Swifts  went  through 
Washington,  UT  17  Sep,  with  at  least  7 ob- 


Two  Magnolia  Warblers  were  documented  in  the  Great  Basin  in  fall  2006,  includ- 
ing this  male  photographed  8 October  2006  (here)  at  the  Arlemont  Ranch,  Esmer- 
alda County,  Nevada.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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served  among  four  separate  county  locations 
(ph.  RF,  LJ,  LT);  several  swifts  lingered  at  Red 
Hills  through  22  Sep,  providing  Utah’s  5th 
confirmed  record  (TRF).  Northerly  sightings 
of  Annas  Hummingbirds  continued  this  peri- 
od, as  individuals  were  reported  visiting  feed- 
ers in  Davis,  Weber,  and  Salt  Lake,  UT  (MS, 
KP  et  ah).  An  ad.  female  Rufous  Humming- 
bird was  a very  late  visitor  1-29  Nov  at  a 
Sandy,  Salt  Lake , UT  residence  (ph.  JBi).  Five 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  observed  19  Nov  in 
the  Kolob  Meadows,  Washington,  UT  (KC, 
RF),  suggesting  a possible  breeding  colony  in 
the  sw.  corner  of  the  state.  Red-breasted  Sap- 
suckers,  seldom  observed  in  Utah,  were  pho- 
tographed at  Red  Hills  (5  Oct;  RF)  and  Lytle 
(14  Oct;  TLT,  ph.  PC). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Least  Flycatchers,  likely  more  common  tran- 
sients than  the  number  of  accepted  reports  in 
the  Region  would  suggest,  were  observed  at 
Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Island  6-16  Sep  (ph.  RF, 
JR,  KE)  and  Red  Hills  17-22  Sep  (LJ,  RF). 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  found  at  Capitol  Reef 
N.P,  Wayne,  UT  3 Sep  (TDW),  Fish  Springs 
N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT  15  Oct  (tJS),  and  Ethel  M. 
Gardens,  Henderson,  Clark,  NV  22  Oct  (TS). 
An  Eastern  Kingbird  made  a surprise  appear- 
ance 12  Sep  at  Corn  Cr.  (GS).  A Blue-headed 
Vireo  was  reported  17  Sep  along  the  Santa 
Clara  R.,  Washington,  UT  (LT),  and  the  only 
Red-eyed  Vireo  report  was  from  Springvillc, 
Utah,  UT  26  Aug  (JBi,  BH,  BMc).  A Blue  Jay, 
hosted  by  the  Mickelson  family  at  their 
Tremonton,  Box  Elder,  UT  residence,  re- 
mained from  6 Oct  through  at  least  9 Nov, 
much  to  the  delight  of  visiting  birders.  A 
Veery  found  at  Red  Hills  26  Oct  (LT)  fur- 
nished the  first  confirmed  Washington,  UT 
record.  Varied  Thrushes  were  observed  at  sev- 
eral unusual  locations,  including  the  Tonopah 
Cemetery,  Nye,  NV  (30  Sep-1  Oct;  GS,  RSt, 
DG),  Lytle  (22  Oct;  DS),  and  Dugway,  Tooele, 
UT  27  Oct  (CZ).  The  only  Brown  Thrasher 
report  of  the  season  came  from  Corn  Cr.  22 
Oct  (J&MC,  RS). 

Once  again  this  fall,  the  Great  Basin  lived 
up  to  its  well-deserved  reputation  as  an  out- 
standing area  for  observing  rare  and  vagrant 
warblers,  with  over  30  species  reported.  A 
Tennessee  Warbler  was  found  13  Oct  at  Lytle 
(LT,  PC).  Northern  Parulas  made  a nice 
showing  this  season  in  Nevada,  with  reports 
from  Reno,  Washoe  24  Aug  (FP),  Corn  Cr.  4 
Sep  (J&MC),  Miller’s  R.A  9 Sep-7  Oct  (GS  et 
ah),  Floyd  Lamb  S.P.,  Clark  27  Sep  (RSc),  and 
Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda  1 Oct  (G&ES). 
The  only  Northern  Parula  observed  in  Utah 
was  at  River  Lane,  Utah  20  Aug-9  Sep 
(tJ&KB  et  al.).  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 


were  documented  at  two  Utah  locations: 
Clover  Spings  C.G.,  Tooele,  UT  28  Aug  (TEH) 
and  the  Jordan  River  Parkway,  Salt  Lake  15 
Sep  (BH).  Magnolia  Warblers  were  found  at 
Parley’s  Canyon,  Salt  Lake,  UT  9 Sep  (TDS) 
and  the  Arlemont  Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  8 
Oct  (ph.  MMe,  ph.  GS).  Male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warblers  were  found  at  Corn  Cr.  14-15 
Oct  (GS  et  al.)  and  the  Watchman  Camp- 
ground, Zion  7 Nov  (TT&CE).  Hermit  War- 
blers, once  believed  to  be  vagrants  through- 
out Utah,  now  appear  to  be  rare-but-regular 
migrants  through  the  sw.  corner  of  the  state. 
This  fall,  there  were  three  Washington,  UT  re- 
ports of  first-year  Hermit  Warblers  6-12  Aug 
(LT,  BL,  LJ,  DW).  Utah’s  2nd  documented 
Prairie  Warbler  was  observed  1 5 Oct  at  Cen- 
tral, Washington  (TLT,  BL).  It  was  an  excep- 


This  very  late  Worm-eating  Warbler  was  a major  surprise 
25-27  (here  26)  November  2006  at  Beus  Park,  Ogden,  Weber 
County,  Utah.  This  is  the  third  documented  occurrence  of 
this  species  in  Utah.  Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

tional  fall  for  Blackpoll  Warblers  in  the  Re- 
gion, with  an  unprecedented  six  reports.  The 
first  was  observed  2 Sep,  along  the  Jordan 
River  Parkway,  Salt  Lake,  UT  (+DS),  followed 
by  2 photographed  16  Sep  at  the  Circle  L 
Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  (GS,  DG,  CT  et  al). 
Additional  sightings  included  females  at  Ly- 
tle 23  Sep  (LT,  BL),  Corn  Cr.  28  Sep  (MJ1), 
and  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda  1 Oct 
(G&ES).  Surprisingly,  the  only  Black-and- 
white  Warbler  reported  this  season  was  at 
Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Island  16  Sep  (SCa  et 
al.).  A well-documented  Prothonotary  War- 
bler was  at  Duck  Creek  Village,  Kane,  UT  27 
Sep  (TCK);  however,  more  surprising  was 
one  late  at  a Morgan  residence,  Morgan,  UT 
31  Oct-5  Nov  (AS,  ph.  PH  et  al.).  A likewise 
late  Worm-eating  Warbler  was  an  excellent 
find  25-27  Nov  at  Beus  Pond,  Ogden,  Weber, 
UT  (KP,  GB,  ph.  PH).  An  Ovenbird  was  ob- 
served 23  Sep  at  Corn  Cr.  (JG,  RSc),  and  a 
very  late  Northern  Waterthrush  was  found  25 
Nov  at  Harris  Wash,  Escalante  N.M.,  Garfield 
UT  (MB).  A possible  Mourning  Warbler,  re- 
ported 4 Sep  at  River  Lane,  Utah,  (TJ&KB), 
would  be  the  first  confirmed  in  Utah,  if  ac- 


cepted. A well-described  first-fall  Connecti- 
cut Warbler  was  discovered  at  Corn  Cr.  26 
Aug  (J&MC),  and  a Hooded  Warbler  was 
found  at  Lida,  Esmeralda,  NV  16  Sep  (GS). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  were  several  Clay-colored  Sparrow  re- 
ports in  late  Sep,  including  singles  at  Lytle  13 
Sep  (LT),  Floyd  Lamb  S.P.,  Clark,  NV  16  Sep 
(RSc  et  al.),  and  Central,  Washington,  UT  16 
Sep  (LT),  plus  2 at  Miller’s  R.A  23  Sep  (GS, 

RSt,  DG).  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  reported  18 
Oct  at  Mantua  Res.,  Box  Elder,  UT  (KP)  and 
18  Nov  at  Corn  Cr.  (CT,  TK).  A female  Paint-  I 
ed  Bunting  graced  Corn  Cr.  4-11  Sep  (ph.  JH, 
J&MC,  GS).  Wayward  Nevada  Bobolinks 
were  found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  23  Sep  (GS,  RSt, 
DG),  Indian  Springs,  Clark  28  Sep  (MJI),  and 
Wendover,  Elko  28  Sep  (MJI).  A first-year 
male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  photographed  8 
Sep  at  Black  Rock,  Millard,  UT  (RF).  A pair  of 
Common  Grackles  visited  Fish  Springs 
N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT  7 Sep-15  Oct  (ph.  RF  et  al.), 
and  a juv.  was  observed  at  Amargosa  Park, 
Nye,  NV  27  Oct  (J&MC).  The  only 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  of  the  season  made  a 
brief  appearance  at  Com  Cr.  28  Sep  (MJI). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Elisabeth 
Ammon,  Tim  Avery,  Glenn  Barlow,  Joe  Bames 
(JBa),  Joel  & Kathy  Beyer,  Jack  Binch  (JBi), 
Donn  Blake,  Jim  Boone  (JBo),Je  Anne  Branca 
(JBr),  Michelle  Brodie,  Richard  Brune, 
Stephen  Carlile  (SCa),  Steve  Carr  (SCr),  Joan 
Clarke  (JC1),  Jack  Cochran  (JCo),  Kristen 
Cornelia,  Peyton  Cook,  James  & Marian 
Cressman,  Brian  Currie,  Bryan  & Jean  Dixon, 
Tom  Driscoll,  Tom  & Chris  Edell,  Keith 
Evans,  Bill  Fenimore,  Rick  Fridell,  Pomera 
Fronce,  Dennis  Ghigleiri,  Shawn  Goodchild, 
Paul  Higgins,  Jim  Holmes,  Eric  Huish, 
Heather  Hundt,  Bob  Huntington,  Marshall  J. 
lliff,  Lee  Jones,  Charles  Kahl,  Joe  Kahl,  Tracy 
Kipke,  Jerry  Ligouri,  David  Lukas,  Barbara 
Lykins,  Bob  McDougal  (BMc),  Jimmy  Mc- 
Morran,  Martin  Meyers  (MMe),  Brian  Mickel- 
son (BMi),  Milton  Moody  (MMo),  Colby 
Neuman,  Deedee  O’Brien,  Lew  Oring,  Felix 
Owens,  Brad  Pendley,  Fred  Petersen,  Cheryl 
Peterson,  Kristin  Purdy,  Jack  Rensel,  Kimber- 
ly Roush,  Buck  Russell,  Rick  Saval  (RSa),  Rita 
Schlageter  (RSc),  Erika  Scyphers,  Greg 
Scyphers,  Dennis  Shirley,  Jack  Skalicky,  Dave 
Slager,  Mort  Somer,  Steve  and  Cindy  Som- 
merfield,  Arnold  Smith,  Rose  Strickland 
(RSt),  Toby  Sulenski,  Carolyn  Titus,  Larry  j 
Tripp,  Merrill  Webb,  David  Wheeler,  Kevin 
Wheeler,  Larene  Wyss,  Candy  Zaffis.  © 


Rick  Fridell,  3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  Utah  84737,  (rfridell@redrock.net) 
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Fall  2006  began  wet — August  and  Septem- 
ber were  among  the  wettest  ever  record- 
ed in  New  Mexico — and  widespread  and 
generous  rains  continued  into  early  October, 
resulting  in  lush  vegetation  and  plentiful  water 
nearly  statewide,  and  leading  to  a busy  but  gen- 
erally dispersed  migration  season. 

Abbreviations:  B.L. N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  G.B.A. 
(Gila  Bird  Area,  riparian  habitat  along  Gila  R. 
below  Riverside);  L.V.N.W.R.  (Las  Vegas 
N.W.R.);  Maxwell  (Maxwell  N.W.R.  and 
vicinity);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w. 
of  Melrose);  RO.  Canyon  (Post  Office 
Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts.);  R.G.N.C.  (Rio 
Grande  Nature  Center,  Albuquerque);  R.G.V. 
(Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rattlesnake 
Springs  and  vicinity,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Early  arriving  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  4 each  at  Bosque  24  Sep  (DH)  and 
Lordsburg  Playa  25  Sep  (ph.  JO).  Tundra 
Swans  where  rarely  encountered  were  singles 
near  Farmington  19  Nov  (ph.  JR)  and  Los 
Ojos  30  Nov  (S.  Lederman,  fide  CH);  else- 
where, 2 were  at  Maxwell  9-20  Nov  (DC,  P. 
Hoban,  MW),  5 were  briefly  at  Springer  L.  11 
Nov  (ph.  DC),  and  one  “swan”  was  at 
L.VN.W.R.  20  Nov  (MW).  Two  Wood  Ducks 
in  the  Oscura  Mts.  12  Oct  (CGL)  provided  a 
first  for  that  range.  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  x 
American  Wigeon  hybrid  visited  R.G.N.C. 
14-29  Oct  (m.ob.).  A good  Surf  Scoter  season 
found  singles  at  Springer  L.  27  Oct  (JEP), 
Bosque  25  Oct  (ph.  C.  K.  Lee),  and  Deming 
30  Nov  (ph.  LM)  and  4 at  Bill  Evans  L.  13  Oct 
(ph.  RS),  where  2 lingered  10  Nov  (RS).  Ex- 
tremely rare  in  New  Mexico,  a Black  Scoter  at 


Cochiti  L.  3 Nov  (NP,  ph.  MB)  provided  only 
the  3rd  certain  record  and  the  first  since  1993. 
A Long-tailed  Duck  at  Stubblefield  L.  9-11 
Nov  (ph.  DC,  JEP,  JO)  furnished  the  lone  re- 
port. 

Early  and  w.  were  6 Horned  Grebes  at  Bill 
Evans  L.  29  Sep  (ph.  RS).  A probable  Red- 
necked Grebe  made  a brief  stop  at  Cochiti  L. 
28  Oct  0-  Stuart,  MW).  Noteworthy  for  the  e. 
plains  were  4 Eared  Grebes  on  nests  at  Clovis 
28  Aug  (WW).  High  counts  for  Aechmophorus 
grebes  were  3300  at  Morgan  L.  19  Nov  (MW) 
and  3850  in  the  E.B.L.-Caballo  L.  area  22 
Nov  (MW);  56  believed  to  be  primarily  West- 
erns were  on  nests  at  E.B.L.  24  Sep  (CR). 
Noteworthy  American  Bitterns  were  singles  in 
Grant  near  Riverside  7 Oct  (RS,  CH)  and  near 
Mesilla  19  Oct  (JD)  and  18  Nov  (DG,  LM).  A 
Great  Egret  was  n.  to  Navajo  Dam  28  Oct  (B. 
Wegener ,fide  TR)  and  5 Nov  OR);  other  sin- 
gles were  n.  to  Santa  Rosa  L.  9 Sep  (JEP)  and 
near  Taiban  19  Sep  (WW);  40  at  E.B.L.  12 
Aug  (JEP)  furnished  the  high  count.  An  imm. 
Tricolored  Heron  was  n.  to  Clovis  28  Aug-9 
Sep  (WW  et  al.,  ph.  JO).  Single  imm.  Reddish 
Egrets  were  at  Brantley  L.  2-19  Aug  (RD,  JEP) 
and  B.L. N.W.R.  from  12  Sep  (ph.  JO)  through 
23  Oct  (m.ob.).  Two  Cattle  Egrets  at  N.R.T.  5 
Oct  (DH)  provided  a local  first.  Noteworthy 
n.  to  Union  was  a Yellow-crowned  Night- 


With  only  six  previous  reports  for  New  Mexico,  this  Black 
Scoter  at  Cochiti  Lake,  Sandoval  County  3 November  2006 
provided  the  state  with  its  third  documented  record  and 
the  first  since  1993.  Photograph  by  Matt  J.  Baumann. 

Heron  on  Tramperos  Cr.  16  Oct  (WW);  far- 
ther s.,  2 were  at  Tatum  8 Sep  (JEP)-  An  ad. 
White  Ibis  was  n.  to  French  L.  near  Cimarron 
29  Aug-5  Sep  (ph.  DC). 

Last  documented  in  New  Mexico  in  2000, 
a Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  with  3 Mississippi 
Kites  at  Portales  28  Aug  (GK).  Two  White- 
tailed Kites  were  at  Cloverdale  18  Aug  (ph. 
JO),  and  singles  were  at  Rodeo  4 Aug  (JEP, 
JO),  near  Hermanas  8 Nov  (RM),  and  at  Las 
Cruces  13  Nov  (J E> ) . An  ad.  Northern 
Goshawk  was  in  the  Burro  Mts.  9 Sep  (DG), 
where  seldom  reported  in  recent  years.  Wan- 
dering Common  Black-Hawks  were  singles  in 
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the  Animas  Valley  24  Sep  (JO)  and  at  R.S.  8 
Oct  (MB).  An  ad.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  was 
at  R.S.  on  various  dates  24  Aug-1  Oct  (RD, 
m.ob.,  ph.  JB).  One  to  2 Gray  Hawks  were  at 
three  Animas  Valley  sites  11-18  Aug  and  23 
Sep  (ph.  JO);  continuing  from  summer,  one 
was  at  Rodeo  2 Aug-1  Oct  (RW,  WW);  and  2 
or  more  Grays  were  in  the  New  Mexico  por- 
tion of  Guadalupe  Canyon  2-8  Aug  (WW,  DK, 
NC,  SC).  Far  w.  was  a Broad-winged  Hawk  at 
Rodeo  15  Oct  (ph.  RW);  back  e.,  9 were 
counted  at  Capilla  Peak,  Manzano  Mts.  23 
Sep-5  Oct  (HWI),  and  singles  were  seen  at 
L.VN.W.R.  2 Sep  (CR),  Portales  7 Oct  (GK), 
and  L.  Avalon  7 Oct  (SW).  Zone-tailed  Hawk 
reports  have  increased  in  the  lower  R.G.V.  re- 
cently; this  season,  one  was  near  Radium 
Springs  27-30  Aug  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  Typically 
scarce  in  Bernalillo,  single  Ferruginous 
Hawks  were  at  Kirtland  A.EB.  26  Oct  and  16 
Nov  (JEP).  Some  23  Merlins  were  counted  at 
Capilla  Peak  16  Sep-5  Nov  (HWI);  one  to  2 
were  reported  at  20  additional  locales  nearly 
statewide  14  Sep-24  Nov.  Eleven  captive-bred 
Aplomado  Falcons  were  released  at  the  Ar- 
mendaris  Ranch  3 Aug  (U.S.EW.S.),  the  van- 
guard of  some  1500  slated  for  release  in  s. 
New  Mexico  over  the  next  decade;  all  Aplo- 
mados  in  New  Mexico,  including  native  birds, 
were  reclassified  as  “experimental,  non-essen- 
tial” under  the  federal  Endangered  Species 
Act,  effectively  removing  habitat  and  other 
protections  for  natives. 

CRANES  THROUGH  ROADRUNNER 

Still  unverified  in  New  Mexico,  5 ad.  Whoop- 
ing Cranes  were  seen  on  the  ground  and  in 
flight  at  Grulla  N.W.R.  24  Oct  (U.S.EW.S.); 
this  observation,  together  with  another  there 
in  Dec  2004,  suggests  migrants  may  be  ex- 
pected to  reoccur  there,  as  the  wild  flock  that 
migrates  between  Canada  and  Texas  contin- 
ues to  recover.  Surprisingly  early  were  single 
Sandhill  Cranes  at  San  Antonio  3 Sep  (CB) 
and  Grulla  N.W.R.  10  Sep  (DH),  as  were  2 
Black-bellied  Plovers  at  B.L.N.W.R.  18  Aug 
(JEP).  Late  was  a Semipalnrated  Plover  at  Luis 
Lopez  27-28  Nov  (JO).  A Black-necked  Stilt 
pair  with  2 chicks  at  Maxwell  7-12  Aug  (ph. 
DC)  established  breeding  for  Colfax.  Caught 
by  a snowstorm,  a late  American  Avocet  was 
swimming  in  an  ice-choked  pond  at  Moun- 
tainair  30  Nov  (ph.  WH).  High  count  for  Wil- 
let  was  11  at  Sumner  Dam  2 Sep  (JEP);  late 
was  one  at  Bosque  22  Oct  (BN).  Migrant  Up- 
land Sandpipers  were  detected  at  several  e. 
and  s.  locales  9 Aug-14  Sep,  including  one 
over  Ute  Cr.,  Harding  12  Aug  (CR),  2 w.  to 
E.B.L.  12  Aug  (JEP),  and  highs  of  21  at  Fort 
Sumner  12  Aug  (CR)  and  12  sw.  of  Orogrande 
20  Aug  (RM).  Very  late  was  a Marbled  Godwit 
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White  Ibis  is  turning  up  in  New  Mexico  with  increasing  frequency,  with  reports  for 
six  of  the  past  eight  years.  This  adult  was  north  to  French  Lake,  Colfax  County  29 
August  through  5 (here  2)  September  2006.  Photograph  by  David  1.  Cleary. 


at  E.B.L.  5 Nov  (ph.  CGL).  Single  Ruddy 
Turnstones  were  at  Morgan  L.  20-21  Aug  (JR, 
AN)  and  Ruby  Ranch  n.  of  Las  Vegas  18  Sep 
(WW).  Notewortfiy  w.  of  the  plains,  well-doc- 
umented Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  one 
to  2 at  Sunland  Park  26-31  Aug  (ph.  JNP)  and 
one  at  Holloman  L.  24  Aug  (CGL).  Latest 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  one  at  Bosque  29  Oct 
(WH,  CGL).  Single  Dunlins  reached 
B.L.N.W.R.  23  Oct,  Deming  27  Oct  (LM),  and 
Holloman  L.  26-29  Nov  (SW,  CGL).  Rarely 
well  documented  in  New  Mexico,  single 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  at  Clovis  12 
Sep  (ph.  JO)  and  Sunland  Park  26  Aug  (ph. 
JNP).  A Red  Phalarope  was  on  a desert  playa 
w.  of  Santa  Teresa  24  Nov  (JEP,  MS,  JZ). 

Notable  fall  gull  concentrations  included 
35  Franklin’s  Gulls  at  Maxwell  22  Oct  (MB,  JB, 
DC)  and  104  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Stubblefield 
L.  9 Nov  (DC);  late  California  Gulls  were  4 at 
Farmington  18  Nov  (TR),  8 at  Eagle  Nest  L. 
21  Nov  (DC),  and  2 at  Cochiti  L.  29  Nov 
(NP).  A respectable  Sabine’s  Gull  season  pro- 
duced juvs.  at  10  sites  in  seven  counties  6 
Sep-17  Oct  (m.ob.),  including  a high-eleva- 
tion  one  at  Eagle  Nest  L.  13  Sep  (ph.  EW),  one 
flying  along  1-25  at  San  Acacia  6 Sep  (MB),  2 
each  at  Stubblefield  L.  25  Sep  (DC),  Cochiti  L. 
8-9  Sep  (MB,  NP,  ph.  JB),  Santa  Rosa  L.  8 Sep 
(JO),  and  Brantley  L.  1 Oct  (ph.  JO),  and  3 at 
Deming  9 Sep  (ph.  LM).  Providing  a 2nd  local 
record  was  an  imm.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at 
Bluewater  L.  25-27  Nov  (CR,  JEP,  ph.  MH,  CB, 
ph.  JB).  Late  were  2 migrant  Least  Terns  at 
Santa  Rosa  L.  8 Sep  (JO).  Single  Caspian  Terns 
were  at  Sumner  L.  30  Sep  QEP)  and  E.B.L.  25 
Sep  (ph.  JO).  Black  Terns  were  much  in  evi- 
dence nearly  statewide,  including  in  the  w., 
where  there  were  50  at  Morgan  L.  10  Sep  (BN, 
CR),  4 at  Tyrone  5 Sep  (EL),  17  near  Lords- 
burg  4 Aug  (JEP),  and  12  at  Deming  8 Aug 
(LM);  some  300  were  in  the  Maxwell- 
Springer  area  13  Aug  (JB),  and  the  latest  was 
one  at  Bosque  9 Oct  (RD).  Single  Common 
Terns  were  at  Stubblefield  L.  4 Sep  (CR)  and 


Sumner  L.  26  Aug-24  Sep 
(JEP,  CGL,  JO,  CB);  4 each 
were  at  E.B.L.  25  Sep  (JO)  and 
Brantley  L.  29  Sep  (JO).  An  ail- 
ing Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  Sum- 
ner L.  25  Aug  (ph.  JB)  was 
found  dead  26  Aug  QB,  JEP; 
*Museutn  of  Southwestern  Bi- 
ology). 

Noteworthy  at  2500  m were 
20  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  at 
Eagle  Nest  23  Sep  (ph.  DC). 
Three  White-winged  Doves 
were  n.  to  Clayton  30  Sep  (BN, 
CR);  5 were  nw.  to  Bluewater 
Village  18  Aug  (JTL  Inca 
Doves  n.  of  usual  were  2 at  Logan  12  Aug 
(CR)  and  singles  at  Santa  Rosa  19  Sep  (WW) 
and  San  Lorenzo  20  Aug  (DB).  Common 
Ground-Doves  of  note  were  a pair  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  6 Aug  (DK)  and  singles  at 
R.S.  27  Aug  (WW)  and  10  Sep  (SW)  and 
Carlsbad  27  Aug  (SW).  A female  Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  was  near  Radium  Springs  4-25 


Historically  considered  irregular  (at  best)  in  New  Mexico, 
Gray  Hawk  recently  has  staged  a steady  expansion  into  the 
state.  This  one  photographed  1 1 August  2006  was  one  of 
several  in  the  Animas  Valley,  Hildalgo  County  this  season. 
Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 

Nov  (ph.  MS,  JZ).  Far  nw.  were  single  Greater 
Roadrunners  at  Farmington  from  30 
Aug-Nov  (AN),  at  Chaco  Canyon  in  late  Nov 
(B.  Shattuck,  fide  AN),  and  at  Ramah  L.  9 Sep 
(BN,  CR)  and  13  Nov  (JO). 

OWLS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

Noteworthy  for  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  was  a vo- 
cal Flammulated  Owl  in  PO.  Canyon  1 1 Oct 
(CDL).  An  Eastern  Screech-Owl  was  seen 
and  heard  14  Oct  at  Portales  (G.  Bundy), 
where  the  species  first  appeared  in  2003. 
Long-eared  Owls  where  seldom  reported  were 
singles  in  the  Burro  Mts.  31  Aug  (DG)  and  the 
Little  Hatchet  Mts.  4 Nov  (LM).  A Short-eared 
Owl  in  grasslands  s.  of  Engle  10  Nov  (JEP,  JO) 
furnished  the  lone  report.  A Northern  Saw- 


whet  Owl  was  vocal  in  Clanton  Canyon  25-26 
Nov  0-  Black).  A Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
was  e.  to  Carlsbad  17  Aug-28  Sep  (E.  Pierce, 
fide  SW);  2 or  more  Lucifer  Hummingbirds 
were  in  Cottonwood  Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mts. 
5-18  Aug  (CGL,  JO).  Rare  in  New  Mexico,  an 
imm.  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  at  N.R.T. 
12-15  Sep  (ph.  JO,  MB,  NP,  CGL)  provided  a 
first  for  that  popular  site.  For  the  2nd  consec- 
utive year,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  staged  a no- 
table invasion  of  PO.  Canyon,  rapidly  in- 
creasing from  13  on  27  Sep  to  80  by  11  Oct, 
then  declining  to  2 by  16  Nov  (CDL);  other 
Anna’s  were  reported  in  Grant , Luna , and 
Dona  Ana , while  farther  e.  one  reached  Carls- 
bad 14  Oct  (SW),  where  2 were  present  by  30 
Nov  (SW),  and  another  provided  a Lea  first  at 
Eunice  18  Nov-4  Dec  (ph.  P McCasland). 
Rare  in  the  e.  plains,  one  to  2 Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds were  at  N.R.T.  12  Aug  (CR)  and  9- 
13  Sep  (JEP,  JO). 

A male  Elegant  Trogon  was  in  the  cen.  Pel- 
oncillo Mts.  s.  of  Skeleton  Canyon  3 Aug 
(SOW),  where  first  found  in  Jul.  A Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  was  e.  to  Clayton  L.  3 Sep  (CR). 

Up  to  2 Acorn  Woodpeckers  persisted  at  Sug- 
arite  S.P.  1 Aug-22  Nov  (ph.  DC,  C.  Hundert- 
mark),  and  at  least  one  was  in  the  Gallinas 
Mts.  near  Corona  24  Aug  (HS,  D.  Ligon), 
where  first  discovered  in  Jun.  Found  annual- 
ly in  New  Mexico  in  recent  years,  single  Red- 
bellied  Woodpeckers  were  at  Conchas  L.  12 
Oct  (NP,  MB)  and  Yeso  28-29  Sep  (ph.  JO, 
JEP).  Single  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  were  e. 
to  Vaughn  29  Sep  (JEP),  Gallinas  Mts.  near 
Corona  24  Aug  (HS),  and  B.L.N.W.R.  27  Aug 
(WW).  An  imm.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  w.  to  Albuquerque’s  Kirtland  A.EB.  4 Oct 
(JEP);  in  e.  San  Miguel,  single  imms.  were  at  I 
Conchas  L.  12  Oct  (MB,  NP)  and  Bell  Ranch 
31  Oct  (WW),  and  an  ad.  male  was  at  Trigg 
Ranch  10  Nov  (ph.  MM).  A Downy  Wood- 
pecker was  s.  to  White  Sands  Missile  Range 
headquarters,  Dona  Ana  5 Oct  (CGL).  Rarely 
documented  satisfactorily  in  migration,  a vo- 
cal Greater  Pewee  was  e.  to  Radium  Springs  1 
Aug  (MS,  ph.  JZ);  a silent  one  was  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  5 Aug  (CR,  MH).  A prob- 
able Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  seen  and 
heard  at  Bosque  Farms,  Valencia  23  Aug  (T. 
Fetz);  there  is  but  one  previous  R.G.V.  report. 

An  extensively  documented  Empidonax  at 
Milnesand  2-4  Aug  (ph.  JO,  ph.  MH,  ph. 
CGL,  ph.  JB,  m.ob.)  has  yet  to  be  identified, 
but  Acadian  Flycatcher  is  considered  a likely 
possibility.  An  apparent  Least  Flycatcher  was 
w.  to  Maxwell  4 Sep  (CR);  in  the  e.,  one  to  2 
were  reported  26  Aug-10  Sep  at  Seneca  (CR), 
Clayton  L.  (CR),  N.R.T.  (m.ob.),  Boone’s 
Draw  0B),  Elida  (WW),  and  Pep  0EP,  JO). 
Late  singles  believed  to  be  Dusky  Flycatchers 
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were  seen  and  heard  at  Redrock  22  Oct 
(CGL),  s.  of  Mesilla  4 Nov  (CGL),  and  at 
Bosque  10  Nov  (DH).  A Black  Phoebe  at  the 
Navajo  agricultural  area  s.  of  Farmington  9 
Sep  QR)  provided  a new  San  Juan  locale;  the 
species  was  present  at  three  Colfax  sites,  in- 
cluding a pair  with  2 fledglings  near  Cimar- 
ron 9 Aug  (DC),  and  one  was  at  Clayton  L.  3 
Sep  (CR).  Early  for  the  sw.  was  an  Eastern 
Phoebe  at  G.B.A.  25  Aug  (RS);  one  was  in  P.O. 
Canyon  5 Oct  (CDL).  Noteworthy  were  ad. 
Vermilion  Flycatchers  with  2 fledglings  at  the 
White  Sands  Missile  Range  golf  course,  Dona 
Ana  11  Sep  (CGL,  MS,  JZ). 

Quite  late  was  a vocal  Dusky-capped  Fly- 
catcher in  Guadalupe  Canyon  26  Sep 
(SOW,  CH).  An  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher was  below  E.B.L.  Dam  24  Sep 
(CR)  and  8 Oct  (JO),  where  one  win- 
tered last  year.  A strong  Great  Crested 
Flycatcher  season  found  one  to  2 in 
the  e.  at  six  sites — Sumner  Dam, 

N.R.T.,  Clovis,  Boone’s  Draw,  Pep,  and 
R.S.  28  Aug-15  Sep  (m.ob.) — plus  one 
w.  to  Socorro  28  Aug-1  Sep  (ph.  CGL, 

MB,  CR,  ph.  JO,  JB).  A possible  Sul- 
phur-bellied Flycatcher  was  “heard 
clearly”  but  not  seen  at  the  Heart  Bar 
Ranch  near  Gila  Cliff  Dwellings,  s. 

Catron  10  Aug  (JP).  An  abundance  of 
grasshoppers  kept  Cassin’s  Kingbirds 
late  at  Tyrone,  where  there  were  8 on 
22  Oct  and  2 on  29  Oct  (EL).  A Thick- 
billed Kingbird  was  seen  5-6  Aug  in  upper 
Guadalupe  Canyon  (ph.  MH,  CR,  DK), 
where  scarce  in  recent  years.  Unexpected  in 
Torrance,  an  Eastern  Kingbird  was  at  Abo  27 
Aug  (DH).  Far  w.  was  a Scissor- tailed  Fly- 
catcher near  Mangas  Springs  22  Aug  (E. 
Wootten).  A Rose-throated  Becard  was  heard 
in  the  Arizona  portion  of  Guadalupe  Canyon 
about  230  m from  the  New  Mexico  line  5 
Aug  (MH,  CR)  and  6 Aug  (DK);  the  species 
is  unverified  in  New  Mexico.  Extended 
breeding  by  Loggerhead  Shrikes  was  evi- 
denced by  an  ad.  feeding  a recent  fledgling  at 
Clayton  30  Sep  (CR).  Earliest  Northern 
Shrikes  were  2 at  Bell  Ranch,  e.  San  Miguel  31 
Oct  (WW),  followed  by  singles  at  Trigg 
Ranch  10  Nov  (MM),  Maxwell  13  & 26  Nov 
(DC),  and  Pilar  17  Nov  (RT). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  DIPPER 

A White-eyed  Vireo  was  singing  below  E.B.L. 
Dam  30  Oct-1  Nov  (DC).  A bright  Bell’s  Vireo 
at  N.R.T.  26  Aug  (JB,  JEP)  was  believed  to  be 
the  e.  subspecies.  Confusion  between  Blue- 
headed Vireo  and  bright  Cassin’s  Vireo  re- 
mains a field  identification  problem,  with  few 
reports  of  the  former  supported  by  adequate 
details;  this  season,  an  early  Blue-headed  was 


detailed  at  Pep  2-3  Sep  (JO,  JEP),  while  possi- 
ble others  with  some  details  were  singles  at 
Sumner  Dam  15  Oct  (JB),  R.G.N.C.  12  Sep 
(D.  Paez),  and  Deming  30  Sep  (CGL).  Single 
Philadelphia  Vireos  were  detailed  at  Ute  L.  7 
Sep  (ph.  DC)  and  N.R.T.  15  Oct  (JB).  Single 
Red-eyed  Vireos  were  at  Vaughn  31  Aug  and 
4 Sep  GO),  N.R.T.  7 & 14  Sep  (MB,  NP,  JO), 
Boone’s  Draw  2 Sep  (CL),  Pep  12  Sep  (JO), 
and  Tatum  7 Sep  (MB,  NP).  Blue  Jays  were 
much  in  evidence  in  the  Cimarron-Maxwell 
area,  including  one  at  Cimarron  30  Sep  (ph. 
EW),  4 at  Maxwell  3 Oct  (ph.  DC),  and  7 in 
one  tree  on  Ponil  Cr.  11  Nov  (ph.  DC);  w.  to 
the  R.G.V  was  one  at  Albuquerque  24  Oct 


(DH).  Far  s.  of  expected,  2 Clark’s  Nutcrack- 
ers were  on  Jack’s  Peak,  Burro  Mts.  12  Oct 
(DC).  American  Crows  invaded  the  Mesilla 
Valley  in  Oct,  where  some  1500  were  estimat- 
ed 4 Nov  (CGL)  and  over  4000  were  reported 
6 Nov  QD). 

Single  Purple  Martins  away  from  breeding 
areas  were  at  San  Juan  bridge,  Rio  Arriba  30 
Aug  (MM)  and  Radium  Springs  4 Aug  (MS, 
JZ).  Single  Black-capped  Chickadees  were  s. 
in  the  R.G.V  to  Bernardo  9 Oct  (DH)  and  La 
Joya  5 Nov  (DH).  Rare  away  from  piny- 
on-juniper  habitat,  one  to  2 jumper  Titmice 
were  at  Socorro  8 Oct  0-  Shipman)  and  3-8 
Nov  (fide  HS).  Cactus  Wrens  in  the  e.  Albu- 
querque foothills  were  one  at  Embudo 
Canyon  27  Aug  (CR)  and  2 at  the  Copper 
State  trailhead  6 Oct  (CB).  A Carolina  Wren 
was  singing  at  the  Sulphur  Canyon  Picnic 
Area,  Sandia  Mts.  18-29  Aug  (CB,  JEP,  JB). 
Late  was  a House  Wren  at  Petroglyph  N.M.  4 
Nov  (RD).  Single  Winter  Wrens  were  in 
Cimarron  Canyon  11  Nov-1  Dec  (ph.  DC) 
and  a woodlot  n.  of  San  Jon  3 Nov  (CR),  and 
2 were  at  N.R.T.  14-15  Oct  QEP,  JO,  JB,  MH, 
CR).  Unexpected  in  the  lower  R.G.V.,  an 
American  Dipper  was  at  Percha  21  Oct  (CR, 
BN)  through  Nov  (CGL,  JEP,  ph.  JO). 


GNATCATCHERS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  late  in  the 
upper  R.G.V.  at  Orilla  Verde,  Taos  17  Nov 
(RT);  2 Black-taileds  were  banded  at  Bosque 
18  Nov  (NC,  SC).  The  state-first  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatcher  pair  found  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  in  jul  nested  successfully,  with  the 
ads.  tending  up  to  3 fledglings  5-8  Aug  (MH, 
ph.  CR,  DK,  NC,  SC).  Two  Eastern  Bluebirds 
strayed  to  Columbus  25  Nov  QO).  East  of 
usual  areas  were  4 Western  Bluebirds  at  Clo- 
vis 15  Oct  and  one  at  N.R.T.  21  Oct  QEP,  JO). 
A Varied  Thrush  was  at  Corrales  7 Nov  (T. 
Brownell,  fide  P.  Snider).  Brown  Thrashers 
where  seldom  reported  were  singles 
near  Estancia  21  Oct  (DH)  and  Cedar 
Crest  24-25  Nov  (DL).  Curve-billed 
Thrasher  continued  to  spread  beyond 
historic  range,  including  a pair — one 
carrying  food — in  lower  Bluewater 
Gorge  12  Aug  QT)  and  a pair  at  French 
L.,  Colfax  16  Nov  (ph.  DC).  A Crissal 
Thrasher  was  e.  to  B.L.N.W.R.  18  Oct 
OH).  Small  numbers  of  Sprague’s  Pipits 
were  in  the  east  5-21  Oct  (DH,  JEP); 
farther  w.,  one  to  2 were  s.  of  Engle  28- 
29  Oct  0EP,  CGL),  up  to  5 were  in  the 
w.  Uvas  Valley,  Luna  21  Oct  (CR,  BN), 
and  3 were  near  Hermanas  24  Nov 
(LM).  Suggestive  of  local  nesting  were 
2 young  Cedar  Waxwings  among  sev- 
eral ads.  at  San  Juan  bridge  4 Aug 
(MM).  A successful  Phainopepla  nest  near 
Galisteo  established  breeding  n.  to  Santa  Fe, 
where  a pair  was  feeding  2 nestlings  8 (LS)  & 
13  Aug  (CR)  and  tending  2 fledglings  24  Aug 
(LS). 

Olive  Warblers  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  were 
one  in  upper  Clanton  Canyon  5 Aug  GO), 
one  heard  at  Geronimo  Tank  12  Nov  (CGL), 
and  a male  seen  near  Blackwater  Hole  12  Nov 
(CGL).  Always  scarce,  a Tennessee  Warbler  at 
Tatum  8 Sep  QEP)  provided  the  lone  report. 
Far  n.  was  a Lucy’s  Warbler  at  Rainah  L.  15 
Aug  QT),  apparently  a first  for  McKinley;  late 
were  singles  at  Radium  Springs  1 Oct  (MS, 
JZ),  Deming  7 Oct  (CGL),  and  Percha  21  Oct 
(CR).  Single  Northern  Pandas  were  at  Santa 
Fe  10  Oct  (ph.  JB),  N.R.T.  30  Sep-7  Oct  QEP, 
MB,  NP),  and  Pep  8-9  Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO). 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  singles  at 
N.R.T.  2-3  Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO,  CGL)  and  7 Oct 
QEP,  MM)  and  at  Ute  L.  14  Sep  (DC).  Single 
Magnolia  Warblers  were  at  Cochiti  16-17  Oct 
(MW,  WW),  Madrid  21-25  Oct  (ph.  LS),  and 
Tatum  1 Oct  (MB,  NP).  Always  a treat,  single 
male  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  were  at 
Cedar  Hill,  San  Juan  25  Oct  Q.  Wells,  fide  TR) 
and  Cochiti  1-8  Oct  (MW),  and  a female  was 
near  San  Jon  12  Oct  (MB,  NP);  up  to  2 were 


' - ' 

This  immature  Long-tailed  Jaeger  in  the  dark  morph  reached  Sumner  Lake,  De- 
Baca  County  25  August  2006  but  was  found  dead  there  the  following  day  (speci- 
men to  Museum  of  Southwestern  Biology);  it  provided  New  Mexico's  twelfth 
record.  Photograph  by  Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 
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With  about  18  New  Mexican  records,  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  is  a rare  treat  in  the  state.  This  immature  was  at  Blue- 
water  Lake,  Cibola  County  25-27  (here  27)  November  2006. 
Photograph  by  Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 

at  N.R.T.  5-14  Oct  (DH,  JEP,  MM).  A Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  strayed  e.  to  Pep  12 
Sep  (JO)-  Hermit  Warblers  were  relatively 
plentiful  in  the  Burro  Mts.,  including  single 
males  10  & 11  Aug,  2 females  12  Aug,  about 
6 on  25  Aug,  and  3 on  1 Sep  (DG);  in  the  Pel- 
oncillo  Mts.,  11  Hermits  were  counted  in  the 
RO.  Canyon  area  13  Aug-22  Sep,  including  3 
on  16  Aug  (CDL),  and  2 were  in  Clanton 
Canyon  12  Aug  (ph.  JO),  where  3 were  found 
26  Aug  (ph.  JO).  Among  the  rarer  finds  were 
a Blackburnian  Warbler  at  N.R.T.  13  Oct 
(JEP,  MB,  NP)  and  a Blackpoll  Warbler  there 
10  Sep  (MJH)  and  a Palm  Warbler  at  L. 
Roberts  26  Oct  (EL).  Black-and-white  War- 
bler reports  were  confined  to  the  e.,  with  sin- 
gles at  Clayton  L.  3 Sep  (CR),  Ute  L.  7 Sep 
(DC),  and  Elida  28  Aug  (WW)  and  one  or 
more  at  N.R.T.  7-23  Sep  (rn.ob.).  American 
Redstarts  made  an  impressive  showing,  with 
numerous  reports  from  13  sites  in  1 1 counties 
from  the  R.G.V.  eastward  26  Aug-12  Oct 
(m.ob.),  plus  a late  one  near  Cimarron  18 
Nov  (ph.  DC);  early  and  w.  was  one  at  Gila 
Cliff  Dwellings  10  Aug  (JP).  Single  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  were  at  Madrid  28  Sep-7  Oct 
(ph.  LS)  and  Sumner  Dam  3 Sep  (MB,  JB). 
Single  Ovenbirds  were  at  N.R.T.  on  various 
dates  1 Sep-7  Oct  (m.ob.).  Late  was  a male 
Wilsons  Warbler  near  Radium  Springs  18 
Nov  (MS,  JZ).  With  fewer  than  a dozen  re- 
ports, Canada  Warbler  is  one  of  our  rarest  e. 
strays;  this  season,  one  was  at  Socorro  30  Aug 
(ph.  JO,  ph.  MH,  ph.  CR,  m.ob.).  A Red-faced 
Warbler  was  n.  to  Diener  Canyon,  Zuni  Mts. 
12  Aug  (JT);  another  was  in  the  Datil  Mts.  8 
Aug  (J.  Dunn,  fide  MJH). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  orange-tinged  female  Summer  Tan- 
agers  at  Percha  9 Sep  (CGL)  and  Carlsbad  8- 
9 Oct  (SW)  may  have  been  of  the  nominate 
subspecies.  A female  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at 
the  Conchas  L.  golf  course  3 Oct  (WW).  An 
ad.  Canyon  Towhee  was  tending  begging 
young  in  PO.  Canyon  6 Nov  (CDL);  4 Abert’s 
Towhees  were  at  San  Simon  Cienega  30  Nov 


(J8).  Botteri’s  Sparrows  away  from  the  Animas 
Valley  were  one  singing  n.  of  Rodeo  11  Aug 
(DK)  and  2 singing  along  Stateline  Road  w.  of 
Rodeo  4-5  Aug  (CGL).  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  unusually  prevalent  in  the  east,  e.g.,  58  at 
Mt.  Dora  plus  21  at  Clayton  L.  3 Sep  (CR); 
several  were  w.  to  Rodeo  2 Sep-31  Oct,  in- 
cluding a high  12  on  8 Oct  (ph.  RW).  A Field 
Sparrow  was  at  Clayton  L.  30  Sep  (CR).  A 
Baird’s  Sparrow  at  Wimberly  Ranch,  Otero 
Mesa  20  Sep  (DG)  furnished  the  lone  report. 
A Fox  Sparrow  reached  Los  Lunas  1 Oct 
(CR).  Two  White-throated  Sparrows  were  w. 
to  Bluewater  Cr.,  Cibola  25  Nov  (CR).  Provid- 
ing a local  first  was  a Harris's  Sparrow  in  P.O. 
Canyon  23  Nov+  (CDL).  A minimum  of  four 
or  five  pairs  of  Yellow-eyed  Juncos  were  in  the 
Burro  Mts.  in  Aug,  and  breeding  was  docu- 
mented (DG);  dorsalis  Gray-headed  Junco 
pairs  were  likewise  present  and  breeding 
there  (DG).  Historically  scarce  (or  over- 
looked?) in  New  Mexico,  Lapland  Longspurs 
were  reported  at  six  Colfax  sites  8-30  Nov 
(DC,  JEP),  including  an  unprecedented  200 
at  Springer  L.  23  Nov  (ph.  DC);  far  w.  was  one 
in  n.  Hidalgo  13  Nov  (ph.  R.  E Shantz).  Early 
were  2 McCown’s  Longspurs  in  Union  30  Sep 
(BN,  CR)  and  2 Chestnut-collareds  near 
Cimarron  26  Sep  (DC). 


Maintaining  their  Santa  Rosa  presence 
were  2 Northern  Cardinals  at  the  Pecos  R. 
bridge  and  one  at  a downstream  diversion 
dam  19  Sep  (WW).  A male  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  w.  to  Clanton  Canyon  1 1 Aug 
(ph.  JO);  one  was  at  Clayton  L.  3 Sep  (CR); 
and  a late  one  was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  8 Oct  (MB, 
NP).  An  impressive  25  Lazuli  Buntings  were 
at  Rodeo  14  Aug  (JO);  very  late  was  an  ad. 
male  at  G.B.A.  3 Nov  (RS).  Painted  Buntings 
passed  through  Rodeo  4-26  Aug  (RW  et  ah), 
including  a high  6 on  12  Aug  (RW);  notewor- 
thy in  the  e.  were  singles  at  Mesa  Rest  Area,  n. 
Chaves  19  Aug  (JEP).  Milnesand  7 Sep  (NP), 
and  Pep  9 Sep  (JO),  2 at  Bosque  3 Aug  (CGL), 
and  3 at  Percha  9 Sep  (CGL).  Two  Rusty 
Blackbirds  were  at  Ute  L.  18  Nov  (ph.  DC), 


where  the  species  also  occurred  last  year.  Late 
for  the  n.  was  a male  Common  Grackle  at 
Maxwell  16-30  Nov  (DC);  interesting  were  5 
w.  of  Datil  19  Oct  (MJH).  Noteworthy  for  the 
lower  R.G.V.  was  an  ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole 
near  Radium  Springs  4 Aug  (MS,  JZ)  and  a fe- 
male there  7 Sep  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  An  ad.  male 
Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Milnesand  3 Sep 
(JEP,  ph.  JO),  and  another  male  was  near  Por- 
tales  12  Sep  (ph.  JO).  Late  was  a Scott’s  Oriole 
in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  13  Nov  (CDL).  Five 
rosy-finches  returned  to  Sandia  Crest  2 Nov, 
where  up  to  90  mostly  Black  Rosy-Finches 
were  present  26  Nov  (NC,  SC).  Among  the 
very  few  Cassin’s  Finch  reports  were  7 in  the 
Burro  Mts.  12  Oct  (DG)  and  3 there  29  Nov 
(JB).  Few  Red  Crossbills  were  found;  note- 
worthy were  6 in  the  Gallinas  Mts.  near  Co- 
rona 24  Aug  (HS)  and  a pair  with  nesting  ma- 
terial in  the  Burro  Mts.  12  Aug  (DG).  Addi- 
tional evidence  of  American  Goldfinch  breed- 
ing in  New  Mexico  was  provided  by  2 ads. 
feeding  2 begging  juvs.  at  San  Juan  bridge  4 
Aug  (MM),  ads.  with  dependent  young  at 
three  Vermejo  Ranch  sites  near  Cimarron  28 
Aug-19  Sep  (DC),  and  apparently  at  Sugarite 
S.P.,  where  a territorial  male  was  present  1 & 
1 8 Aug  and  a male  was  followed  by  2 begging 
juvs.  16  Sep  (DC). 

Corrigendum:  A Summer  Tanager 
reported  at  N.R.T.  22-23  Oct  2005 
( N.A.B . 60:  115)  should  have  re- 
ferred instead  to  a Scarlet  Tanager. 
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Sartor  0.  Williams  III 
Southwest  Natural  History  Institute 
1819  Meadowview  Drive  NW 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87104-2511 


Making  a single-day  visit  to  Socorro,  Socorro  County  30  August  2006,  this 
Canada  Warbler  provided  New  Mexico's  tenth  overall  (and  fourth  verified) 
record.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 
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Mark  M.  Stevenson  (Non-passerines) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 


The  season  began  with  above-average 
rainfall,  supporting  late  nesting  by 
some  species,  only  to  finish  with  two 
abnormally  dry  months  over  most  of  the 
state.  Warm  temperatures  in  turn  were  associ- 
ated with  late,  lingering  individuals  of  many 
species. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee), A.V.S.T.P.  (Avra  Valley  S.T.P.),  B.T.A. 
(Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum  S.R),  G.W.R. 
(Gilbert  Water  Ranch),  H.R.P  (Hassayampa 
River  Preserve,  Wickenburg),  L.C.R.V  (lower 
Colorado  R.  valley),  N.C.A.  (National  Con- 
servation Area),  P.R.D.  (Painted  Rock  Dam), 
S.PR.  (San  Pedro  R.),  Sweetwater  (Sweetwater 
Wetlands,  Tucson),  Whitewater  (Whitewater 
Draw  W.A.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CARACARA 

A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  found  at  the  same 
location  as  last  fall,  Chaparral  Park,  Scotts- 
dale 24  Nov+  (MMo,  ph.  C.  Oldham),  was 
said  by  duck  feeders  to  be  resident  there.  A 
Cackling  Goose  in  Goodyear  30  Oct+  (ph.  J. 
Jantunen),  of  the  subspecies  minima , provid- 
ed one  of  the  small  but  growing  number  of 
Arizona  reports.  A Tundra  Swan  was  a casual 
visitor  at  Watson  L.  30  Nov  (B.  Thomen).  Sin- 
gle male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  reported 
from  G.W.R.  24  Oct  (DP)  and  Flagstaff  9 Nov 
(C.  Holm).  A few  Mexican  Ducks  were  re- 
ported again  at  G.W.R.  through  the  season 
(MMo).  Numbers  of  Blue-winged  Teal  in  late 
fall  and  winter  appear  to  be  increasing  in  the 
Phoenix  and  Tucson  areas;  up  to  10  were  at 
Sweetwater  (m.ob.)  and  35  at  Tres  Rios, 
Phoenix  (TC,  D.  Powell)  into  Dec.  Single 
Greater  Scaup  were  reported  at  Sun  Sites  15 


Nov  (KK)  and  Page  30  Nov  (CL).  Surf  Scoters 
had  another  good  fall,  with  9 reported 
statewide  21  Oct-26  Nov.  Casual  in  the  state, 
2 White-winged  Scoters  were  at  Ashurst  L.  24 
Oct  (NG).  A Long-tailed  Duck  in  Glen 
Canyon  24  Nov+  (CL)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported. As  expected,  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes 
were  seen  on  the  Colorado  R.  late  in  the  sea- 
son; 3 were  at  Parker  Dam  26  Nov+  (M.  San 
Miguel,  J.  Feenstra),  and  20  were  below  Glen 
Canyon  Dam  30  Nov  (CL).  Red-breasted 
Merganser  is  rare  to  casual  away  from  the 
Colorado  R.;  16  such  birds  were  reported 
statewide,  including  one  on  the  early  date  of 
26  Oct  near  Flagstaff  (JC). 

A Pacific  Loon  on  the  Colorado  R.  above 
Lee’s  Ferry  10-16  Sep  (ph.  F Talbott)  was  a 
month  early.  Others  were  reported  at  Show 
Low  L.  15  Oct  (SS),  Upper  L.  Mary  23-29  Oct 
(B.  Gatlin,  ph.  NG),  and  L.  Havasu  10  Nov 
(A.Z.FO.).  The  Flagstaff  area  again  hosted 
good  numbers  of  migrating  Common  Loons, 
with  up  to  15  on  Upper  L.  Mary  24  Oct-12 
Nov  (T.  Linda,  m.ob.).  More  impressive  was  a 
tight  group  of  91  off  of  Site  6 on  L.  Havasu  11 
Nov  (A.Z.FO.),  blowing  the  previous  pub- 
lished high  of  24  on  the  L.C.R.V  out  of  the 
water.  Also  impressive  was  a total  of  21 
Horned  Grebes  on  L.  Havasu  11-12  Nov 
(A.Z.FO.).  Elsewhere,  singles  were  docu- 
mented at  Casa  Grande  S.T.P  30  Oct-28  Nov 
(tDJe  et  al.)  and  Palo  Verde  24  Nov+  (TC,  ph. 
MMS).  A highlight  of  the  season  was  a Red- 
necked Grebe  on  Kearny  L.  15  Nov-1  Dec 
(tDJe,  ph.  GHR,  MMS);  there  were  fewer  than 
10  prior  accepted  records. 

Neotropic  Cormorants  remained  numer- 
ous in  the  Greater  Phoenix  area  (m.ob.), 
while  only  one  was  reported  at  Patagonia  L. 
(SH).  Another  was  at  San  Carlos  L.  16  Aug 
(ph.  J.  Estis),  only  a 3rd  Gila  record.  Casual 
summer  visitors,  single  frigatebirds,  presum- 
ably Magnificent,  were  seen  over  Tucson  4 
Aug  (G.  Warren)  and  Marana  5 Aug  (ph.  D. 
Hoffman),  possibly  the  same  individual.  The 
2 ad.  Little  Blue  Herons  at  Rio  Salado, 
Phoenix  were  last  seen  2 Sep  (m.ob.).  A bird 
reported  from  there  as  an  imm.  Little  Blue  23 
Sep-8  Oct  (m.ob.)  turned  out  to  be  an  imm. 
Snowy  Egret  in  the  photographs  examined. 
Single  Tricolored  Herons,  also  summer  and 
fall  wanderers  from  Mexico,  were  in  Green 
Valley  4-7  Aug  (R.  Wolcott,  B.  Buttery),  at 
A.VS.T.P.  10-30  Aug  (B.  Hester,  ph.  MMS), 
and  at  Marana  4 Oct  (JM)  and  again  29  Oct 
(JM,  KK).  The  enigmatic  White  Ibis  was  re- 
ported again  from  Arlington  to  Rio  Salado, 
Phoenix  on  three  occasions  13  Aug-9  Sep 
(BG,  TG,  D.  Leuhrs,  fide  TC);  the  apparent 
prolonged  stay  of  one  very  mobile  individual 
has  led  to  speculation  about  its  provenance, 


given  that  the  species  is  kept  in  captivity  and 
in  Arizona  is  typically  a single-season  post- 
breeding summer  visitor.  Roseate  Spoonbills 
were  seen  in  numbers  for  the  3rd  consecutive 
year.  Reports  were  of  one  at  A.VS.T.P.  18  Aug 
(ph.  PS),  2 at  Las  Cienegas  N.C.A.  20  Aug 
(WR,  ph.  B.  Russell),  one  at  Las  Cienegas  3- 
10  Sep  0-  Nanatovich),  and  one  at  Tres  Rios, 
Phoenix  11  Sep  (tHD). 

Black  Vultures  were  seen  again  farther  e. 
than  expected  at  Douglas,  with  22  there  26 
Oct  (A.  Morehouse,  REW).  White-tailed 
Kites  were  reported  from  fewer  locations 
than  in  recent  seasons:  near  Portal,  the  San 
Rafael  Valley,  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  and  w.  of 
Tucson  (m.ob.).  A wandering  Mississippi 
Kite  was  in  Rio  Rico  22  Aug  (RWr).  Single 
late  Common  Black-Hawks  were  at  Page 
Springs  21  Oct  (ph.  G.  Botello)  and  Tuinaca- 
cori  22  Oct  (KK,  JM).  The  only  Broad- 
winged Hawk  reported  away  from  the  Grand 
Canyon  was  seen  over  the  Pinal  Mts.  26  Aug 
(P.  Moulton,  C.  Donald,  fide  JW).  In  the 
Chiricahua  Mts.,  2 juv.  Short-tailed  Hawks 
were  seen  with  ads.  beginning  7 Aug  (REW, 
CDB,  ph.  J.  Pike,  ph.  G.  Wolbek),  suggesting 
another  successful  nesting  there.  Reports  of 
up  to  3 Short-tailed  Hawks  in  the  Huachuca 
Mts.  13-31  Aug  went  undocumented.  Crest- 
ed Caracaras  were  wandering  again.  Singles 
were  seen  near  Laveen  12  Nov  (BG)  and  at 
Whitewater  29  Nov  (M.  Guest  et  al.,  fide 
EW).  Caracaras  have  been  noted  in  late  fall 
and  winter  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  for  sever- 
al years  (and  as  far  back  as  1965),  but  this 
season’s  numbers  greatly  exceeded  past  ob- 
servations. Two  seen  on  2 Oct  (RWr)  were 
followed  by  a report  of  14  on  4 Nov  (M. 
Kehl,  m.ob.)  and  of  22  on  15  Nov  (B.  Win- 
terfield),  with  at  least  11  staying  into  the 
next  season.  The  reasons  for  this  atypically 
large  concentration  in  agricultural  land  were 
not  apparent. 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

The  ad.  Purple  Gallinule  was  reported  at 
Sweetwater  through  12  Aug  (m.ob.,  A.  John- 
son). Black-bellied  Plovers  are  rare  fall  mi- 
grants. Singles  were  at  Palo  Verde  13  Aug 
(TC)  and  Willcox  26  Sep  (KK),  and  2 were  at 
Palorna  Ranch  29  Sep  (BG).  Of  3 found  at 
Whitewater  16  Oct  (ph.  SH),  2 remained 
through  15  Nov  and  one,  with  an  injured  leg, 
was  seen  until  12  Dec  (m.ob.).  Up  to  88 
Mountain  Plovers  were  at  sod  farms  in  the 
Santa  Cruz  Flats  29  Oct+  (DP,  m.ob.).  A casu- 
al migrant  away  from  the  L.C.R.V,  a calling 
Whimbrel  flew  past  the  Green  Valley  S.T.P  5 
Sep  (RWr,  SS).  Reports  of  15  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  across  s.  Arizona  represented  an 
above-average  number.  Other  rare-but-regu- 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  • NUMBER  1 


119 


ARIZONA 


lar  fall  shorebirds  included  7 Sanderlings,  7 
Dunlins,  and  10  Short-billed  Dowitchers. 
Late-departing  shorebirds  included  a Semi- 
palmated  Plover  at  G.W.R.  16  Nov  (tMMo),  a 
flock  of  37  American  Avocets  at  Ashurst  L.  3 
Nov  (NG),  perhaps  the  same  flock,  30  avocets 
in  Flagstaff  on  9 Nov  (C.  Holm),  a Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  Phoenix  26  Nov  (TC,  D.  Powell),  a 
Solitary  Sandpiper  at  G.W.R.  15  Oct  (MMo), 
and  a Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Willcox  14  Oct  (KK). 
A flyby  Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Fort  Huachuca  4 
Sep  (ph. , tDP)  was  a surprise;  there  is  only 
one  accepted  record  for  se.  Ari- 
zona. Eleven  Sabines  Gulls  report- 
ed statewide  8 Sep-9  Oct  was 
about  average  for  the  season.  At 
Mormon  L.,  8 Caspian  Terns  9 Sep 
(T.  Linda)  was  a large  number 
away  from  the  L.C.R.V.  One  at  Pi- 
cacho  Res.  29  Sep  (DJe)  was  also 
casual. 

Ruddy  Ground-Dove  reports 
trailed  off  substantially  from  recent 
highs.  Up  to  3 were  at  Red  Rock  2- 
15  Aug  (MMS,  MP,  DJe),  3 were  at 
Kino  Springs  13-25  Aug  (DJe,  SH), 
and  one  was  at  Tumacacori  22  Oct 
(KK).  Barn  Owls  nested  late  in  se. 

Arizona,  with  downy  young  in 
Tucson  19  Oct  (L.  Bates)  and  Here- 
ford 21  Nov  (MM).  An  Elf  Owl  was 
brought  in  for  rehabilitation  in 
Tucson  26  Sep  ( fide  L.  Bates);  another  was  at 
the  Desert  Botanical  Garden,  Phoenix  2-3  Oct 
(A.  Tarby,  T.  Gatz);  most  have  left  the  state  by 
mid-Sep.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
found  road-killed  at  two  locations  near 
Flagstaff  in  mid-Nov  (CL);  no  other  signs  of 
the  species’  dispersal  were  noted.  Two  Lesser 
Nighthawks  in  Marana  1 Nov  (AC)  were  late 
in  departing.  Seldom  detected  in  migration,  a 
Whip-poor-will  was  seen  and  heard  at  Tres 
Rios,  Phoenix  6 Aug  (TG). 

Up  to  6 White-eared  Hummingbirds  were 
in  Miller  Canyon  in  Aug  (T.  Beatty),  a strong 
showing  for  this  rarity.  In  Madera  Canyon,  a 
White-eared  lingered  until  23  Oct  (GW). 
Berylline  Hummingbirds  were  more  numer- 
ous than  usual.  Two  (possibly  3)  came  to  a 
Portal  feeder  4 Aug-5  Sep  (RAR,  ph.,  tREW). 
In  Madera  Canyon,  a male  was  found  8 Aug, 
and  a female  appeared  and  started  nest-build- 
ing  by  12  Aug  (M.  Bearse,  SF,  E.  Latturner,  ph. 
O.  Niehuis).  The  nest  was  abandoned  after  a 
tremendous  Sep  rainstorm  (J.  Burns).  One 
came  to  feeders  at  the  Portal  visitors  center  22 
Aug  (H.  Snyder),  and  one  continued  in  Ram- 
sey Canyon  through  20  Aug  (TC).  Violet- 
crowned  Hummingbirds  in  unexpected  loca- 
tions included  3 at  Muleshoe  Ranch  Cooper- 
ative Management  Area  21-24  Aug  (MA)  and 


one  at  Tumacacori  N.H.R  16  Sep  (L.  Norris). 
A peculiar  hummingbird  resembling  a Violet- 
crowned  found  at  B.T.A.  4 Sep+  (ph.  JHo, 
m.ob.;  b.  11  Nov  [SW] ) was  apparently  a Vi- 
olet-crowned Hummingbird  x Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  hybrid  (“Salvin's  Humming- 
bird”), a combination  documented  only  twice 
previously  (fide  SW).  A singing  male  Blue- 
throated  Hummingbird  was  n.  of  typical 
range  on  Pinal  Peak  16  Aug  (DP  et  al.).  Re- 
ports of  Allen's  Hummingbird  were  few:  2 
banded  in  Arivaca  1 Aug  (GW),  one  in  lower 


Ramsey  Canyon  1 Aug  (tj.  & M.  Hirth),  2 in 
Miller  Canyon  4 Aug  (T.  Beatty),  and  another 
in  Miller  Canyon  12  Aug  (R.  Hoyer). 

Green  Kingfishers  made  a substantial 
comeback  on  the  upper  S.PR.,  with  as  many 
as  7 reported  between  Charleston  and  Here- 
ford (MM,  SH,  AM,  m.ob.).  Elsewhere,  singles 
were  at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  23  Aug 
(REW),  Patagonia  Roadside  Rest  13  Oct  (J. 
Bock),  and  at  Leslie  Canyon  N.W.R.  during 
the  summer  season  ( fide  REW).  Above-aver- 
age numbers  of  Williamsons  Sapsuckers  were 
seen  in  the  s.,  with  a few  spilling  over  into  the 
lowlands  at  Kino  Springs  15  Oct  (KK  et  al.), 
Morgan  City  Wash  15  Oct  (TC),  and  B.T.A.  1 
Nov  0-  Backus,  S.  Stangeland).  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  reported  in  above-average 
numbers,  with  reports  from  A.VS.T.P.  26  Oct 
(tPK),  Portal  12  Nov  (RAR,  ph.,  tREW), 
B.T.A.  19  Nov+  (S.  Burge,  R.  Witzeman,  M. 
Scott),  Catalina  S.P.  20  Nov  (tPK),  Huachuca 
Canyon  22  Nov  (tMMS,  MP),  and  Phoenix 
26  Nov  (D.  Powell).  Casual  in  the  lowlands,  a 
Downy  Woodpecker  was  at  Lees  Ferry  24 
Nov+  (CL).  Some  movement  of  Hairy  Wood- 
peckers was  apparent,  with  individuals  in  the 
lowlands  at  Sabino  Canyon  30  Aug-20  Sep 
(WR),  Cluff  Ranch  W.A.  19  Oct  (PK),  Dead 
Horse  Ranch  S.R  3 Nov  (B.  Cooley  et  al.), 


Catalina  18-24  Nov  (M.  Weinhold),  and 
Haunted  Canyon  19  Nov  (M.  Plagens). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

A Greater  Pewee  along  the  S.PR.  at  Escapule 
Wash  1-11  Oct  (AM)  was  likely  a late  mi- 
grant, whereas  one  in  Madera  Canyon  8-16 
Nov  (RWr),  one  in  Ramsey  Canyon  9 Nov 
(R&RT),  and  one  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R. 
near  Tubac  30  Nov  (GB)  were  all  likely  at- 
tempting to  winter  locally.  Also  late  was  a 
Western  Wood-Pewee  at  Tumaca- 
cori 23  Oct  (RR  BM).  Buff-breasted 
Flycatchers  are  typically  gone  by 
early  Sep,  so  2 in  Sawmill  Canyon 
17  Sep  (SH),  where  they  breed, 
were  considered  late,  while  one  in 
Ash  Canyon  was  away  from 
known  nesting  areas  and  habitat 
30  Sep  (RB).  Rare  but  regular,  7 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  reported  this 
fall  beginning  10  Oct.  Late  Dusky- 
capped  Flycatchers  were  at  Patago- 
nia L.  13  Oct  QB,  MP,  MMS)  and  at 
Tumacacori  22  Oct  (KK,  JMo).  A 
late  Tropical  Kingbird  was  at  Palo- 
ma  Ranch  29  Sep  (BG),  where  the 
species  is  not  known  to  breed.  A 
wandering  Thick-billed  Kingbird 
was  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  near 
Tumacacori  30  Aug  (MA),  and, 
amazingly,  the  individual  that  had  wintered  in 
Yuma  the  previous  Jive  winters,  returned  for  a 
6th  by  23  Nov  (HD,  SD).  Still  considered  rare 
but  regular  in  the  state  during  early  fall,  East- 
ern Kingbirds  were  at  Wenima  W.A.  1 Sep 
(GC,  DR),  at  Cow  Springs  L.  8 Sep  (CL),  and 
in  Eloy  8-10  Sep  (W.  Flack;  ph.  JHo,  MMS). 
More  casual  in  the  fall,  a Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  reported  from  Papago  Farms, 
Pima  6 Oct  (K.  Ellzey,  fide  PK).  A Rose-throat- 
ed Becard  was  heard  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  6 
Aug  (DK),  where  it  has  been  recorded  breed- 
ing irregularly  in  the  past,  and  a female  was 
reported  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  near  Tu- 
macacori 1 Sep  (MA),  suggesting  possible  lo- 
cal breeding. 

The  White-eyed  Vireo  found  at  the  Patago- 
nia Roadside  Rest  during  the  summer  season 
was  seen  there  through  at  least  3 Sep  (tAC, 
tMMS,  tRWr;  v.r.  PD,  ph.  MBS).  Late  Bell’s 
Vireos  were  reported  from  Gilbert  1 Oct 
(MMo),  from  Tumacacori  22  Oct  (KK,  JM), 
and  from  Fort  Lowell  Park,  Tucson  6 Nov 
(DS).  A Red-eyed  Vireo,  still  considered  casu- 
al in  fall,  was  reported  in  Carr  Canyon  8 Aug 
(J.  Bangma,  tA.  Johnson  et  al.).  Multiple 
Mexican  Jays  at  Patagonia  L.  31  Oct  (SH) 
were  away  from  usual  breeding  habitat  for  the 
species.  Scattered  Barn  Swallows  lingered  into 


This  basic-plumaged  Red-necked  Grebe  was  discovered  at  Kearny  Lake,  Pinal  County,  Arizona  15 
(here  16)  November  2006  and  remained  there  through  the  end  of  November.  This  was  the  first  of 
several  found  in  Arizona  during  the  winter  of  2006-2007.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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mid-Nov,  perhaps  a result  of  the  mild,  dry  fall 
weather  experienced  across  s.  Arizona.  A 
flock  of  15-20  Bushtits  in  Topock  Marsh  11 
Nov  (A.Z.EO.)  was  considered  casual  in  the 
L.C.R.V.  A late  House  Wren  was  in  Pasture 
Canyon  6 Nov  (CL).  Winter  Wrens  were 
found  in  greater-than-usual  numbers  during 
the  fall  across  cen.  and  s.  Arizona,  with  no 
fewer  than  28  reported  8 Oct+  (m.ob.). 

A late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  in  Pasture 
Canyon  6 Nov  (CL).  The  pair  of  Black-capped 
Gnatcatchers  seen  along  Proctor  Rd.  below 
Madera  Canyon  during  the  summer  was  again 
reported  there  31  Aug  (MP,  MMS).  The  pair  at 
Patagonia  L.  was  reported  frequently  through- 
out the  late  summer,  with  at  least  one  juv. 
present  2 Sep  (P  Santinello,  M.  Brown).  The 
pair  in  Montosa  Canyon  was  seen  in  the  pres- 
ence of  at  least  4 juvs.  25  Aug  (RWr).  An  East- 
ern Bluebird  along  the  S.PR.  near  Hereford  5 
Nov  (MM)  was  noteworthy,  as  this  species 
does  not  breed  regularly  along  this  river.  Scat- 
tered reports  continued  in  Madera  Canyon  af- 
ter the  summer  season,  with  3 there  8-13  Nov 
(RWr),  and  another  4 reported  farther  up 
canyon  13  Nov  (B.  & C.  Postmus).  Western 
Bluebirds  were  reported  in  moderate  numbers 
across  s.  Arizona  this  fall.  Mountain  Bluebirds 
followed  suit,  with  moderate  numbers  present 
in  agricultural  areas  in  both  the  Santa  Cruz 
Flats  and  Sulfur  Springs  Valley  by  late  Nov.  An 
early  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  Morgan  City 
Wash  4 Sep  (TC).  A Wood  Thrush,  casual  in 
Arizona,  was  in  Portal  2-7  Nov  (ph.,  +REW). 
The  only  Rufous-backed  Robin  of  the  fall  was 
one  at  the  H.R.P.  5 Nov+  (tL.  Harter;  ph.  J. 
Cochran).  Varied  Thrushes  were  more  widely 
reported  than  usual,  with  individuals  at  Gran- 
ite Basin  2 Nov  (N.  & A.  Silacci),  Kingman  13 
Nov  (ph.  J.  Porter),  Arizona-Sonoran  Desert 
Museum  14-21  Nov  (L.  Sullivan,  MP,  MMS), 
Huachuca  Canyon  17  Nov  (AM),  Pena  Blanca 
L.  28  Nov  (C.  Braun),  and  along  the  S.PR. 
near  the  San  Pedro  House  30  Nov  (D. 
Beaudette).  Aztec  Thrushes  continued  from 
the  summer  incursion.  The  bird  located  in 
Garden  Canyon  in  Jul  was  refound  5 Aug  (TC, 
R.  Koury);  2 were  at  Old  Sawmill  Spring,  Carr 
Canyon  15  Aug  (L.  Epstein,  ph.  M.  Brown); 
and  in  Madera  Canyon,  at  least  one  remained 
along  the  Hopkins  Fork  through  10  Aug 
(m.ob.),  while  a female  or  imm.  remained  in 
the  main  canyon  28  Aug-6  Sep  (V.  Rose  et  al.; 
ph.  DS),  with,  perhaps,  the  same  individual  re- 
ported there  20  Sep  (V.  Gebert).  The  last  re- 
port was  of  a male  farther  up  the  canyon  9 Oct 
(S.  Birky).  A Gray  Catbird  was  in  Flagstaff  27 
Aug-9  Sep  (K.  Murphy),  and  another  was  in 
Glen  Canyon  24  Nov  (CL);  this  species  is  a 
rare  transient  away  from  breeding  areas  in  the 
White  Mts. 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Five  Tennessee  Warblers  were  reported  during 
the  fall,  all  undocumented.  At  least  8 North- 
ern Parulas  were  reported  between  7 Oct  and 
12  Nov,  perhaps  a few  more  than  usual  for  a 
fall.  Late  Yellow  Warblers  were  at  Tucson  18 
Oct  (MMS),  Sweetwater  29  Oct  (JB),  A.V.S.T.P. 
3 Nov  (DS),  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  w.  of  Red 
Rock  6 Nov  (DJe),  at  Fort  Lowell  Park,  Tucson 
6 Nov  (DS),  at  Topock  Marsh  11  Nov 
(A.Z.EO.),  and  at  G.W.R.  12-16  Nov  (].  Al- 
cock).  Single  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  at 


Magnolia  Warbler,  annual  but  quite  rare  in  the  Southwest, 
was  present  at  Gilbert,  Arizona  7-20  (here  8)  October  2006. 
Photograph  by  Dale  Clark. 


Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  5 Oct  (CBa)  and  at  Rio  Sal- 
ado,  Phoenix  11-24  Nov  (TG);  se.  Arizona 
Chestnut-sideds  are  usually  found  later  in  the 
season  during  Dec.  A Magnolia  Warbler  was 
well  documented  at  G.W.R.  7-20  Oct  (B.  Win- 
terfield;  ph.  C.  Marple,  D.  Clark,  JHo).  Two 
others  were  reported  without  details  at  Tolle- 
son  15  Oct  (BG)  and  Winkleman  19  Nov  (PS, 
J.  Mueller,  R.  Lasky);  Magnolia  Warbler  is  a 
casual  transient  in  Arizona  and  remains  on  the 
A.B.C.  review  list.  Male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  were  at  Eagar  14  Sep  (DR),  H.R.P.  3- 
9 Nov  (R.  & S.  Skevington),  and  in  Huachuca 
Canyon  25  Nov+  (H.  Hansen,  m.ob.).  A Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler,  casual  in  Arizona, 
was  well  documented  at  the  B.T.A.  4 Nov  (L. 
Mason,  KR;  ph.  R.  Forrest).  Another  was  re- 
ported without  details  at  Tumacacori  29  Sep 
(KK).  A Palm  Warbler  was  reported  at  G.W.R. 
26  Sep  (TMMo).  A Blackpoll  Warbler,  also  ca- 
sual in  the  fall,  was  reported  at  Bullhead  City 
26  Sep  (tj.  McMorran).  We  received  10  re- 
ports of  Black-and-white  Warbler  between  4 
Aug  and  29  Nov,  about  average  for  a fall.  Sim- 
ilarly, 8 American  Redstarts  were  reported  be- 
tween 25  Aug  and  24  Nov.  Slightly  less  regu- 
lar, Prothonotary  Warblers  were  reported  from 
Portal  21  Aug  (J.  & T.  Gaetzi),  singing  in  Sabi- 
no  Canyon  9 Sep  (WR),  and  near  Tumacacori 
22  Oct  (KK,  ph.  JMo).  A Worm-eating  War- 
bler was  in  Flagstaff  19-20  Sep  (tC.  Holm, 
JC);  this  species  is  a casual  visitor  to  the  state. 
The  only  Ovenbird  of  the  fall  was  at  Sweetwa- 
ter 24-29  Oct  (JB).  Louisiana  Waterthrushes 


apparently  returning  to  past  wintering  territo- 
ries included  one  along  Sonoita  Cr.  above 
Patagonia  L.  2-9  Sep  (SH)  and  one  along  the 
S.PR.  near  the  San  Pedro  House  27  Oct+  (SH). 
Another  was  reported  at  Pena  Blanca  L.  27 
Nov  (B.  McKnight,  S.  Johnsen).  Kentucky 
Warbler,  casual  during  the  fall,  was  reported  at 
G.W.R.  7 Oct  (P.  Moulton)  and  Cave  Creek 
Canyon  22  Oct  (P.  D.  Hulce).  Late 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers  were  at  Fort  Huachu- 
ca 25  Oct  (SH)  and  Sweetwater  8-16  Nov  (JB). 
Five  Hooded  Warblers  were  reported  during 
the  fall,  more  than  usual.  Exceptional  was  a 
Painted  Redstart  at  Sweetwater  7 Oct  (JB).  The 
Rufous-capped  Warbler  that  has  taken  up  res- 
idence in  upper  Sycamore  Canyon  was  last  re- 
ported 5 Sep  (TC).  A late  Yellow-breasted 
Chat  was  in  Phoenix  1-4  Nov  (J.  Jantunen). 

A late  Western  Tanager  was  at  the  B.T.A.  4 
Nov  (KR).  Given  the  very  wet  monsoon  sea- 
son, it  was  not  surprising  to  find  Cassin’s 
Sparrows  n.  of  their  normal  breeding  range  in 
the  state,  with  at  least  a few  observations  as 
far  n.  as  Phoenix  (DJe  et  al.).  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  reported  in  greater-than-nor- 
mal  numbers,  with  about  24  found  between 
late  Aug  and  the  end  of  Nov;  a very  high  con- 
centration of  15  was  at  San  Bernardino 
N.W.R.  2 Oct  (REW).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow 
in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  27  Nov  (DJe)  was  n. 
and  w.  of  the  species’  usual  winter  range  in 
the  state.  A Baird’s  Sparrow  in  the  San  Rafael 
Grasslands  21  Sep  (SH)  was  an  early  arriver. 
Although  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrows  are  reg- 
ular in  se.  Arizona  in  winter,  a rather  large 
concentration  of  10-15  at  Oak  Flat  Camp- 
ground near  Superior  24  Nov-2  Dec  (PD)  was 
unusual.  Two  Harris’s  Sparrows  frequented 
the  G.W.R.  12  Nov+  (J-  Alcock;  ph.  RD, 
GHR),  while  another  was  in  Payson  29  Nov 
(L.  Estis).  A Lapland  Longspur  was  at  the 
Rousseau  Sod  Farm  in  Scottsdale  14  Oct+ 
(ph.  RJ);  this  is  the  3rd  time  in  the  past  six 
years  that  this  species  has  been  found  there. 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  found  n. 
of  their  normal  Arizona  winter  range,  with 
one  at  Scottsdale  14  Oct  (RJ),  15  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Flats  29  Oct  (DP),  and  15  in  Arlington 
24  Nov  (TC). 

No  fewer  than  11  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  reported  during  the  fall,  about  average 
now  for  a single  season.  Late  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks  were  at  Tumacacori  23  Oct  (RF) 
and  along  Tanque  Verde  Wash  5 Nov  (WR). 
No  fewer  than  25  Painted  Buntings  were 
found,  mostly  during  early  to  tnid-Aug.  A 
Common  Grackle  was  at  Portal  11  Nov  (ph. 
S.  DeLong);  there  have  been  fewer  than  15 
previous  records  of  this  species  from  Arizona. 
An  Orchard  Oriole  was  located  at  G.W.R.  17 
Oct-28  Nov  (ph.  H.  Bond,  m.ob.);  this  oriole 
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is  still  only  casual  in  the  state.  The  male 
Streak-backed  Oriole  that  wintered  at  G.W.R. 
in  2005-2006  returned  again  7 Oct+  (tSG, 
ph.  J.  McKay,  B.  Grice).  A small  flock  of  4-5 
Black  Rosy-Finches  were  reported  along  the 
Vermilion  Cliffs  26  Nov  (JB)  without  further 
details;  this  species  is  a casual  winter  visitor 
to  rocky  areas  in  extreme  n.  Arizona. 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  found  across  s. 
Arizona  this  fall  beginning  in  late  Sep,  with 
the  largest  concentrations  reported  in  the 
Santa  Cruz  R.  valley  s.  of  Tucson.  One  at  Page 
Springs  17  Sep  (NG)  represented  the  most 
northerly  report. 
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Weather-wise,  fall  2006  was  anom- 
alous. High-pressure  conditions 
expanded  across  the  Mainland  and 
displaced  the  Aleutian  Low  northward,  such 
that  the  seasons  typical  anticyclone  Hows 
were  deflected  south  of  the  Aleutians.  Even 
with  excellent  coverage,  including  a boatload 
of  birders  at  Attu  for  the  first  time  since  2000, 
it  was  a relatively  quiet  year  for  Asian  species 
in  the  western  Aleutians.  North  of  the  mid- 
season high-pressure  band,  several  storms 
managed  to  draw  both  Nearctic  and  Palearctic 
species  into  the  northern  half  of  the  Bering 
Sea,  as  at  Gambell.  The  season  remained  gen- 
erally warm  and  storm-free  across  the  Region 
through  October,  when  strong  Arctic  high 
pressure  ushered  in  intense  and  widespread 
cold  for  most  of  November.  Out-migration  of 
Alaskan  breeders  was  concentrated  in  the  first 
half  of  the  season,  while  the  November  cold 
ruined  most  chances  for  late  records.  The  Vic- 
tor Emanuel  Nature  Tours  (VENT)  cruise 


across  the  Aleutians  in  mid-Sep- 
tember, coupled  with  United 
States  Fish  & Wildlife  Service 
transects  earlier  in  the  month, 
produced  an  exciting  account  of 
pelagic  distribution  at  the 
season’s  warm-water  peak. 
Seabird  summaries  from 
the  VENT  charter  were 
influenced  by  targeted 
chumming  and  forays 
directed  to  steep  banks, 
deep  trenches,  and 
canyons  from  both  sides  of  the  Aleutians, 
from  Sanak  Bank  west  of  the  Shumagin  Is- 
lands all  the  way  to  Stalemate  Bank,  just  west 
of  Attu  Island.  Gambell  highlights  were  again 
dominated  by  rarities  from  both  sides  of  the 
Bering  Strait,  and  persistent  coverage  again 
produced  a new  species  for  North  America. 
Passerines  dominated  this  season’s  rarity 
highlights,  all  after  10  September,  but  late  Au- 
gust and  the  first  third  of  September — nor- 
mally a productive  period  at  offshore  sites  for 
Asian  landbirds — were  almost  devoid  of  no- 
table reports  at  Gambell  and  on  Shemya  Is- 
land. 

SWANS  THROUGH  STORM  PETRELS 

The  mild  early  half  of  the  season  allowed 
Trumpeter  Swans  to  linger  in  high  numbers, 
at  least  in  the  Upper  Cook  Inlet  basin,  where 
a late  count  of  151  was  made  between  An- 
chorage and  Portage  21  Oct  (RLS,  TT).  A fam- 
ily group  of  5 Trumpeters  was  notable  off- 
shore at  Kodiak,  with  Tundras  1 Nov  (ph. 
RAM).  Most  Trumpeters  are  pushed  off  nest- 
ing lakes  by  freeze-up,  usually  in  the  early 
part  of  Oct.  Wood  Ducks  made  a strong 


showing,  with  2 different  drakes  in  the 
Ketchikan  area  18  Sep  (RN)  and  28  Nov+ 
(PR,  ph.  AWP),  plus  another  in  Juneau  29  Sep 
and  again  in  Nov  through  at  least  the  20th 
(DM,  ph.  RA).  These  represent  Ketchikan’s 
5th/6th  records  of  this  casual  fall  migrant  usu- 
ally located  in  s.  Southeast.  Eurasian  Wigeons 
passed  in  average  numbers  at  the  usual  Bering 
Sea-Aleutian  sites,  with  a peak  of  69  counted 
at  Shemya  1.  10  Oct  (MS).  Extralimital  Amer- 
ican Wigeons  included  one  at  Gambell  8 Sep 
(PEL),  a Gambell  first  in  autumn,  and  one  on 


With  recent  increased  coverage  during  migration  em  She- 


mya Island,  Alaska,  in  the  western  Aleutian  chain,  Eurasian 
Hobby  has  been  found  to  be  regular  there.  This  adult  was 
observed  24  September  (here)  through  2 October  2006. 
Photograph  by  Robert  Trotter. 

Attu  I.  (VENT),  where  casual,  18  Sep.  Al- 
though Blue-winged  Teal  can  be  found  most 
summers  scattered  on  e.  Interior  lakes,  14  to- 
gether, Including  a female  with  8 young  at 
Kenny  L.  12-19  Aug  (AL),  made  an  excep- 
tional fall  total.  The  season’s  only  Garganey 
report  was  of  3 imms.  at  Shemya  I.  18  Sep 
(MS).  Baikal  Teal  again  reached  the  w.  Aleu- 
tians, where  they  have  been  regular  in  Sep 
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over  the  past  few  years,  including  4 around 
Shemya  I.  17-22  Sep  (ph.  MS)  and  a single  at 
nearby  Attu,  also  on  the  17th  (VENT,  ph.  JS). 
In  a rather  slow  season  for  Asian  waterfowl, 
Tufted  Ducks  seemed  on  the  early  side,  with 
an  eclipse  drake  at  Shemya  23  Aug  (MS)  and 
another  at  Attu  14  Sep  (VENT).  Fourteen  at 
Shemya  10  Oct  furnished  the  season’s  high 
count  (MS).  Another  Ruddy  Duck  appeared 
at  Anchorage’s  Spenard  L.  5-19  Oct  (SK,  CM 
et  al),  where  all  of  the  few  local  records  have 
been,  while  the  Ruddy  Duck  stronghold  in 
the  s.  Interior,  Kenny  L.,  reached  a new  high 
count  of  28,  which  included  three  broods,  12- 
19  Aug  (AL). 

It  was  a typical  Arctic  Loon  showing  in  the 
Bering  Strait,  with  singles  off  Gambell  5 & 1 1 
Sep  (PEL)  and  a group  of  4 from  the 
Nome-Safety  Lagoon  road  8 Sep  (LSa).  More 
unusual  was  an  ad.  with  3 imms.  in  Etienne 
Bay  off  Attu  20  Sep  (VENT),  as  most  w.  Aleu- 
tian records  include  likely  wintering  birds 
from  early  spring.  Pacific  Loons  demonstrat- 
ed heavy  movement  between  St.  Lawrence  I. 
and  Kodiak  right  on  time  in  early  Oct.  Peak 
one-day  tallies  included  215  off  Gambell  1 
Oct  (PEL),  a new  fall  one-day  maximum,  and 
110  from  Narrow  Cape  off  Kodiak  3 Oct 
(RAM,  JBA).  Yellow-billed  Loons  are  not  reg- 
ular in  the  w.  Aleutians  until  late  fall,  when 
small  numbers  of  presumed  wintering  birds 
arrive.  One  at  Shemya  15  Sep  (MS)  was  de- 
scribed as  a first  ever  for  the  fall  there,  while 
2 in  Etienne  Bay  at  Attu’s  w.  end  20  Sep 
(VENT)  were  equally  early.  At  least  3 Pied- 
billed Grebes  were  in  Juneau  28  Sep-24  Oct 
(GW,  DM,  PS,  MS),  and  3 were  around 
Ketchikan  25  Oct-11  Nov  (AWP,  SCH),  an 
above-average  count  for  this  rare-but-annual 
fall/early  winter  visitor  in  the  Southeast.  The 
season’s  northernmost  Western  Grebe  was  a 
single  found  around  Glacier  Bay  31  Oct  (ND, 
BP),  where  there  are  few  fall  records. 

Normally,  research  vessels  in  Alaska’s  off- 
shore waters  terminate  their  summer  work 
and  transects  before  the  North  Pacific  Ocean 
reaches  its  highest  surface  temperatures.  This 
year,  two  vessels  crossed  the  Aleutians  in  ear- 
ly/mid-Sep, and  both  produced  an  array  of 
uncommon  species.  The  VENT  cruise,  on  a 
meandering  course  between  Whittier  and 
Attu  9-13  Sep,  chummed  and  surveyed  sever- 
al seamounts,  steep  pelagic  banks,  and  deep 
waters  at  the  Aleutian  Trench’s  n.  side.  High- 
lights included  at  least  10  different  Short- 
tailed Albatrosses  on  various  dates,  a Pink- 
footed Shearwater  10  Sep,  and  dozens  of  Mot- 
tled Petrels,  mainly  w.  of  Seguam  Pass.  Later, 
2 Short-tailed  Albatrosses  came  into  chum  at 
productive  Stalemate  Bank  w.  of  Attu  21  Sep, 
along  with  380  Laysan  Albatrosses.  Pink-foot- 


ed Shearwaters  were  also  found  6 & 26  Aug 
off  se.  Kodiak  I.  (JM),  where  there  have  been 
several  late-summer  observations.  Lone 
Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  were  described 
from  off  Icy  Cape  9 Aug  (IMS)  and  in  the  w. 
North  Gulf  of  Alaska  sw.  of  the  Shumagins  4 
Sep  (tTG).  Still  not  substantiated  for  the  Re- 
gion by  photograph  or  specimen,  Flesh-foot- 


This  very  pale  Peregrine  Falcon,  likely  of  the  Nearctic  sub- 
species tundrius,  was  found  along  the  Attu  Island  beaches 
20  September  2006,  probably  the  first  documented  record 
for  a subspecies  other  than  pealei  in  the  western  Aleutian 
Islands.  Photograph  by  D.  Lawrence. 

ed  remains  casual  in  Alaska,  mostly  from  the 
North  Gulf  in  late  summer.  The  only  notable 
Buller’s  Shearwater  report  was  a single  off  n. 
Tanaga  I.  31  Aug  (tTG),  a first  for  Aleutian 
waters.  Short-tailed  Shearwaters  peaked  at 
1,600,000  off  Gambell  17  Sep  (PEL,  GHR),  a 


Temminck's  Stint  and  Red  Knot,  though  disparate  in  size,  both 
show  pale  gray  upperparts  with  dark  shaft  streaks  and  pale- 
edged  coverts.  This  juvenile  Temminck's  was  one  of  two  that 
visited  Shemya  Island,  Alaska  10-13  (here  6)  September  and 
very  late  on  1 October  2006.  Photograph  by  Robert  Trotter. 

new  local  high  estimate  from  St.  Lawrence  I. 
Another  Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrel  wandered 
into  the  Bering  Strait  off  Gambell  13  Sep 
(GHR,  vt.  PEL),  where  now  considered  occa- 
sional. An  aggregation  of  1000+  Fork-taileds 
in  Icy  Strait  18  Aug  (SZ)  was  exceptional  on 
the  Shelf  in  the  Southeast,  while  15  feeding  at 
the  head  of  Resurrection  Bay  at  Seward  28  Oct 


(RLS,  TT)  was  a noteworthy  count  inshore  so 
late. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Swainson’s  Hawk  described  and  (marginal- 
ly) photographed  moving  along  the  coast  w. 
of  Barrow  14  Oct  (TCT-H,  ph.  CT)  was  with- 
out precedent  for  this  n.  locale.  There  are  few 
fall  Alaska  records  of  this  very  rare,  local  sum- 
mer visitor  from  the  e.  Interior  and  certainly 
no  previous  North  Slope  sightings;  however, 
the  species  is  occasional  along  the  Dempster 
Hwy.  in  the  n.-cen.  Yukon  Territory,  even  as 
close  as  200  km  from  the  Beaufort  Sea  coast 
(P.  H.  Sinclair  et  al.  2003.  Birds  of  the  Yukon 
Territory ).  Late  American  Kestrels  included 
singles  near  Wasilla  4 Oct  (PF)  and  in  Juneau 
16  Nov  (ph.  GW).  Kestrels  may  be  annual  in 
very  small  numbers  on  the  North  Gulf  of 
Alaska  coast  in  fall,  though  reports  are  still 
sporadic.  Again,  Eurasian  Hobby  was  docu- 
mented at  Shemya  I.,  an  ad.  25  Sep-2  Oct  (ph. 
MS);  the  species  now  seems  to  be  an  almost 
annual  visitor  in  the  w.  Aleutians.  A very  pale 
ad.  Peregrine  Falcon  at  Attu  20  Sep  (ph.  DL) 
was  clearly  not  resident  pea  lei  and  likely  tun- 
drius. The  Asian  subspecies  calidus  is  equally 
possible  but  not  easily  distinguished  from  the 
Nearctic  form.  Although  there  are  occasional 
reports  of  pale  Peregrines,  mainly  from  mi- 
gration in  the  cen.  islands,  tundrius  has  not 
been  substantiated  in  the  Aleutians. 

Another  migrant  Virginia  Rail  was  seen  in 
sedges  along  Ward  L.  in  Ketchikan  7 Nov 
(tJFK),  a local  first.  For  years  considered  ac- 
cidental based  on  a winter-salvaged  corpse  in 
the  s.  Southeast,  this  species  has  become  al- 
most annual  there,  with  sight  records  and 
photographs  from  all  seasons.  As  is  typical  in 
fall,  American  Coots  were  observed  in  much 
of  the  s.  half  of  the  Region,  with  highlights  in- 
cluding one  near  Delta  Jet.  9 Sep  (NH),  2 in 
Gustavus  27-29  Oct  (BP),  and  3 in  Sitka  22 
Oct-14  Nov  (MLW,  MET).  Eight  was  the  sea- 
son’s maximum  in  Juneau  25  Oct  (PS),  while 
a single  in  Ketchikan  12  Nov  (AWP,  SCH)  was 
the  latest.  Sandhill  Cranes  generated  few  re- 
ports, but  one  in  Palmer  farm  fields  through 
26  Nov  (PF)  was  hardy,  and  2 at  Shemya  11- 
13  Oct  (MS)  were  getting  late  for  the  Aleu- 
tians. 

The  shorebird  passage  was  locally  spotty, 
with  some  sites  offering  diverse  flocks  but 
usually  only  after  the  very  few  Aug-Sep 
storms.  Asian  species  were  in  very  low  num- 
bers but  in  an  average  species  array  at  Bering 
Sea  and  w.  Aleutian  sites.  The  season’s  chief 
highlight  was  Alaska’s  first  documented 
Northern  Lapwing,  a bird  flushed  from  a 
sedge  pool  on  Shemya  12  Oct  (ph.  MS).  This 
species,  which  has  been  carried  on  the  Alaska 
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This  lucky  shot  from  the  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska  seawatch  nicely  illustrates  plumage  patterns  of  the  three  less- 
common  large  gulls  found  in  the  Bering  Sea  in  fall,  where  Glaucous  Gulls  otherwise  rule.  From  left:  Glaucous-winged  Gull, 
Slaty-backed  Gull,  and  Vega  Herring  Gull.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 


Unsubstantiated  List  based  on  a very  old  sight 
report  from  the  Alaska  Pen.,  is  listed  as  local- 
ly common  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Asia,  main- 
ly as  a wintering  species.  It  is  an  irregular  mi- 
grant and  winter  bird  to  n.  and  coastal  Japan 
but  it  is  rare  w.  of  the  Sea  of  Okhotsk.  In  the 
Aleutians,  reports  of  note  included:  an  excel- 
lent peak  count  of  300  Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
from  Shemya  29  Sep  (MS);  a season  tally  of  at 
least  5 Lesser  Sand-Plovers  at  Shemya  10-23 
Sep  (MS);  a juv.  Spotted  Redshank  at  Attu  15- 
19  Sep  (VENT);  2 Temmincks  Stints  10-13 
Sep  and  1 Oct  and  a Long-toed  Stint  8 Sep, 
both  from  Shemya  (MS),  both  species  less 
regular  in  fall  than  spring;  single  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  probably  heading  to  the  Far 
East  at  Shemya  16  & 18  Sep  (MS),  where  they 
are  occasional  in  fall;  and  an  unusually  high 
one  day  count  of  13  Ruffs,  also  at  Shemya  19 
Sep  (MS).  In  the  n.  Bering  Sea  at  Gambell, 
shorebirds  were  generally  below  average  but 
included:  up  to  4 Lesser  Sand-Plovers  15 
Aug-4  Sep  (PEL);  a juv.  Common  Ringed 
Plover  20  Aug  (vt.  PEL),  only  the  5th  there  in 
fall;  a season-total  10  Gray-tailed  Tattlers  16 
Aug-9  Sep  (vt.  PEL),  including  4 on  1 Sep; 
very  rare  (in  autumn)  Bristle-thighed 
Curlews,  with  2 on  13  Aug  and  one  24  Aug 
(PEL,  HI);  only  the  2nd  St.  Lawrence  1.  fall 
Long-toed  Stint  18  Aug  (vt.  PEL);  St. 
Lawrence  I.’s  first  fall  Curlew  Sandpiper  15 
Aug  (tPEL);  and  a rare  Bering  Sea  fall-season 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  4-5  Sep  (vt.  PEL). 
Mainland  shorebirds  were  on  the  move  early 
and,  aided  by  fine  early  season  weather,  pro- 
duced spotty  highlights.  Notable  shorebirds 
were  scattered  on  the  coast  from  Barrow  well 
into  the  Southeast,  including  8 juv.  Pacific 
Golden-Plovers  identified  at  Barrow  20  Aug 
(MR),  where  they  are  probably  annual  but 
rarely  described.  Of  the  few  Hudsonian  God- 
wit  reports  outside  of  the  Cook  Inlet  Basin,  a 


group  of  16  in  Juneau  13  Aug  (MS)  was  a 
good  peak  count  for  the  Southeast,  where 
they  have  been  found  over  the  past  decade  to 
be  regular  in  low  numbers,  mostly  in  Aug. 
With  few  fall  records  away  from  their  sw. 
coastal  breeding  areas,  a lone  Marbled  Godwit 
offshore  at  Sitka  26  Sep  (MLW,  MET)  was 
noteworthy.  Two  Red  Knots  on  the  slush  ice  at 


Seward  28  Oct  (RLS,  TT)  probably  represent- 
ed a record-late  departure  for  the  Region. 
Bairds  Sandpipers  are  rarely  encountered  in 
high  numbers  in  migration,  probably  because 
most  arrive  and  depart  the  Region  at  either 
end  of  long  flights  to  distant  staging  areas,  so 
group  of  62  Baird's  in  Gustavus  5 Sep  (BP) 
was  exceptional.  The  Upper  Cook  Inlet  win- 
tering population  of  Rock  Sandpipers  moved 
into  the  e.  side  tidelands  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  with  4500  estimated  at  the  Kasilof 
R.  mouth  20  Nov  (TE) — virtually  the  entire 


population  of  the  nominate  subspecies  win- 
ters in  the  n.  inlet,  mostly  concentrated  on 
the  w.  side  near  Trading  Bay  (fide  REG).  Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  well  distributed  on  the 
North  Gulf  Coast,  where  they  are  annual  in 
low  numbers,  with  singles  in  Anchorage  22 
Aug  (TT,  DWS,  WK)  and  Juneau  3 Sep  (GW) 
and  2 offshore  at  Kodiak  25  Aug  and  1 Sep 
(RAM).  North  Gulf  Ruffs  included  2 together 
at  Juneau  27  Aug-10  Sep,  with  one  refound 
22  Sep  (RJG,  MS  ph.,  GW),  one  in  Gustavus 
31  Aug  (BP,  ph.  ND,  PV),  and  one  at  Kodiak 
1 Sep  (ph.  RAM,  SB).  Ruffs  are  casual  in  fall 
on  the  immediate  coast  and  islands  in  the 
North  Gulf.  The  season’s  lone  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  appeared  17-23  Aug  in  Anchorage 
(DWS  et  al.) , where  the  species  is  casual. 

Kamchatka  Mew  Gulls  were  documented 
at  both  ends  of  the  Bering  Sea,  with  a single 
juv.  at  Attu  14-20  Sep  (VENT,  ph.  MJI)  and  a 
second-cycle  bird  at  Gambell  23-24  Sep  (ph.  ,] 
GHR,  PEL),  a 3rd  fall  record  there.  Kamchat- 
ka Gulls  are  not  annual  but  often  seen  in 
spring  in  the  w.  Aleutians.  There  were  few 
California  Gull  accounts  this  season,  with 
highlights  limited  to  n.  birds:  up  to  5 around 
Gustavus  10  Aug-22  Sep  (BP,  ND),  where  not 


annual,  and  singles  in  Anchorage  11  Aug 
(DWS)  and  7 Sep  (VENT).  Gambell  gull  re- 
ports including  a season  peak  of  80  Vega 
Gulls  21  Sep,  a St.  Lawrence  I.  high  count;  a 
Thayers  Gull  at  the  Gambell  seawatch  17  Sep; 
and  65  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  there  1 Oct 
(all  PEL).  Most  interesting  of  the  usual  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  sightings  including  2 at  Barrow 
through  20  Sep  (MR,  PP),  a single  in  Homer 
24  Aug  (ph.  BH),  and  up  to  6 in  Kodiak  21 
Aug-22  Oct  (RAM).  Extremely  late  for  the 
Region  but  especially  on  the  North  Slope  dur- 


A long  way  from  nearest  breeding  areas,  this  Common  Nighthawk  ventured  out  into  the  Bering  Sea,  where  it  managed  to  hang 
on  at  Gambell,  Alaska  late  July  through  1 5 (here  6)  August  2006,  a first  for  the  Bering  Sea.  Photograph  by  Gerard  Koonooka. 
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Known  in  Alaska  from  a handful  of  fall  records,  this  Anna's  Hummingbird  wandered 
northward  and  westward  to  Ketchikan,  where  it  made  a living  at  feeders  and  Fuchsia 
flowers  26  August  into  December  (here  22  November)  2006.  Photograph  by  Andy  Piston. 


ing  ice-in  conditions  was  an  Arctic  Tern  on 
the  beach  in  Barrow  7 Oct  (PP). 

On  the  heels  of  the  summer  season’s  nest 
Ends  in  the  w.  Aleutians,  another  Kittlitzs 
Murrelet  nest  was  discovered  at  900  m in  the 
Kodiak  N.W.R.  mts.  (ph.  SS),  a first  for  Kodi- 
ak. At  least  2 and  likely  more  Kittlitz’s  were 
watched  off  the  point  at  Gambell  20  Aug-14 
Sep  (PEL),  their  best  fall  showing  ever  there. 
A lone  Whiskered  Auklet  off  the  sw.  shore  of 
Attu  19  Sep  (VENT)  was  a little  surprising 
well  away  from  any  colony  but  likely  a post- 
breeding bird  in  dispersal. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Three  Mourning  Doves  in  the  Ketchikan  area 
9 Sep-2  Oct  (AWP,  CF,  TLG)  and  up  to  4 in 
Sitka  21  Sep-24  Oct  (MLW,  MET)  were  the 
only  ones  for  the  season  at  sites  where  annual 
in  fall.  Western  Screech-Owls  were  widely  dis- 
tributed in  above-average  numbers,  including 
at  least  3 around  Gustavus  26  Aug-14  Sep 
(HL,  FB,  KY,  BP,  KH),  and  singles  offshore  on 
Prince  of  Wales  I.  15  Sep  (AWP)  and  at  Sitka 
23  Oct  (MLW,  MET).  Northern  Pygmy-Owls 
were  locally  common  in  parts  of  the  South- 
east, described  as  abundant  in  Gustavus  12 
Sep+  (fide  ND),  where  rare.  At  least  4 were 
noted  around  Juneau  2 Sep-late  Nov  (PR,  PS, 
BA,  GW)  and  at  least  7 counted  from  in  the 
greater  Ketchikan  area  2 Oct-12  Nov  (AWP, 
SCH).  A Barred  Owl  in  Gustavus  2 Nov  (ND, 
PV)  was  at  the  nw.  limits  of  the  species’ 
Alaskan  range,  and  roughly  8 were  reported 
around  Ketchikan  19  Aug-30  Oct  (NA,  AWP), 
where  they  are  probably  annual  breeders.  At 
least  4 Common  Nighthawks  coursed  over 
Juneau’s  Mendenhall  V 29  Aug-15  Sep,  with  3 
at  once  12  Sep  (GW,  PR);  a few  are  seen  here 
each  fall.  More  remarkable  was  a single  bird 
hanging  around  the  Gambell  dump  from  late 
Jul-15  Aug  (ph.  GK,  vt.  PEL),  the  Bering  Sea’s 


first  record.  There  are  sever- 
al old  late-summer  records 
from  Barrow  and  nearby 
Wainwright. 

Only  one  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird appeared  this  sea- 
son, an  imm.  male  at  a 
Ketchikan  feeder  mid-Nov+ 
(JT,  AWP,  ph.  SCH).  Most  of 
the  Region’s  Anna’s  occur  in 
Sep  and  Oct.  Casual  and 
only  reported  in  fall,  an 
imm.  Costa’s  Hummingbird 
reached  offshore  to  Kodiak 
26  Aug-mid-Nov  (DP,  ph. 
RAM),  remarkably  a 2nd 
Kodiak  record.  Extralimital 
hummingbirds  also  made 
news  in  the  Interior,  where 
they  are  casual,  with  probable  imm.  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  reported  in  Fairbanks  (at  least 
4)  4 Aug-27  Sep  ( fide  A.B.O.)  and  s.  to  Delta 
Jet.  17  Sep  ( fide  SD).  Another  wandering  Ru- 
fous made  it  to  Kodiak  3 Sep  (fide  RAM), 
where  the  species  is  occasional.  Following  St. 
Lawrence  l.’s  first  record  from  the  spring,  an- 
other Northern  Flicker  (of  the  Yellow-shafted 
group)  darted  around  Gambell  7-14  Sep  (LSa, 


ph.  GHR,  vt.  PEL). 

Rare  so  far  w.  and  offshore  were  2 Olive- 
sided Flycatchers  at  Kodiak,  furnishing  only 
the  2nd  record  ever  there  20  Aug  (RLS,  CS, 
RAM).  An  imm.  Say’s  Phoebe  in  Juneau  2 Sep 


(ph.  GW)  was  a good  find  for  the  Southeast, 
where  the  species  occurs  sporadically,  mainly 
in  fall.  Although  Northern  Shrike  is  a rare  and 
local  breeder  in  the  mts.  and  North  Slope 
foothills,  Arctic  Coast  records  are  few,  so  one 
at  Barrow  28  Sep-2  Oct  (MR)  was  noteworthy 
and  late.  A brief  visit  to  Hyder  produced  a rare 
fall-period  Cassin’s  Vireo  10  Aug  (PS,  AD). 
Essentially  all  Alaskan  records  are  earlier  and 
mostly  from  Jun.  The  first  Bering  Sea  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  drifted  offshore  to  the  Gambell 
middens  18  Sep  (ph.  GHR,  vt.  PEL),  almost 
certainly  a reverse  migrant.  Prior  Alaskan 
records  include  only  two  fall  reports  and  a 
singing  bird  in  Jun  on  the  Upper  Yukon  R. 

Swallow  accounts  were  meager,  probably 
because  of  the  mild  and  storm-free  Aug-Sep 
period.  Notably  late  for  the  Region  was  a 
Bank  Swallow  in  Gustavus  22  Oct  (ND).  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  again  moving  to 
the  Region’s  periphery  n.  and  w.  of  their 
breeding  zone  in  s.  South-coastal  Alaska.  Ex- 
treme locations  for  this  push  included  several 
in  Fairbanks  in  Sep  and  singles  farther  n.  to 
mile  52  on  the  Chena  Hot  Springs  Rd.  6 Aug 
and  mile  9 on  the  Elliot  Hwy.  late  Sep- 10  Oct 
(fide  A.B.O. ),  both  areas  n.  of  Fairbanks.  Only 
one  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  reached  Gambell 
this  season,  28  Aug  (PEL);  recent  cov- 
erage has  found  them  regularly.  Far 
more  novel  was  a brave  individual  that 
came  onboard  a vessel  some  9 km  out 
of  Dutch  Harbor  11  Sep  (VENT).  A 
first  for  the  Aleutian  Is.,  this  bird  actu- 
ally landed  on  two  people  and  visited 
lashed  trees  on  the  deck  before  jetting 
off.  Two  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  at 
Gambell  25  & 26-28  Sep  (GHR,  vt. 
PEL)  and  one  on  the  Arctic  Coast  at 
Barrow  2 Oct  (MR),  where  casual, 
were  the  season’s  extralimital  high- 
lights. 

For  the  first  time  ever,  thanks  to 
vessel  access,  birders  were  able  to 
scour  isolated  Etienne  Valley  at  the  w. 
end  of  Attu.  The  visit  was  immediate- 
ly fruitful  when  a Yellow-browed  War- 
bler was  discovered  skulking  in  a 
creek  thicket  21  Sep  (VENT  ph.  MJI), 
a first  for  the  Aleutians;  Alaska’s  only 
other  records  were  singles  in  the  fall  at 
Gambell.  Another  anticipated  Phyllo- 
scopu s,  a Pallas’s  Warbler  (P.  prnregu- 
lus),  was  discovered  skulking  low  in 
the  Gambell  middens  25-26  Sep  (ph. 
GHR,  vt.  PEL),  North  America’s  first. 
Gambell  has  now  produced  four  new  Phyllo- 
scopus  species  for  North  America,  beginning 
with  Dusky  Warbler  in  1977.  It  was  also  a 
record  year  for  outbound  Arctic  Warblers  at 
Gambell,  with  the  season  total  of  109  pumped 


Two  more  Chipping  Sparrows  at  Gambell,  Alaska  in  fall  2006  (here  14 
September)  brings  the  autumn  total  there  to  a surprising  12  birds 
since  1998.  This  species  breeds  no  closer  than  in  southeastern  and  ex- 
treme eastern-central  Alaska.  All  of  these  fall  records  have  been  of 
birds  with  remnant  juvenal  breast  streaking,  typical  of  many  young, 
western  Chippings  but  not  shown  by  most  mid-autumn  juveniles  in 
the  East.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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up  by  74  on  20  Aug  (PEL). 

St.  Lawrence  I.  had  a fine  run  of  thrushes 
from  both  adjacent  mainlands,  including:  a 
male  Siberian  Rubythroat  at  Gambell  14  Sep 
(ph.  GHR,  PEL,  TD),  rare  for  the  Bering  Sea 
and  a 2nd  in  fall  there;  a new  late  record 
Bluethroat  14  Sep  (PEL);  a first  St.  Lawrence 
I.  and  n.  Bering  Sea  Red-flanked  Bluetail  30 
Sep  (tPEL)  and  one  of  the  Regions  few  fall  re- 
ports; a Gambell  record  season  (13  Aug-12 
Sep)  total  142  Northern  Wheatears  (PEL);  a 
new  late  date  for  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  of  21 
Sep  (PEL);  and  a first-in-fall  Varied  Thrush, 
from  Maknek  Lagoon  on  the  island’s  se.  cor- 
ner 4 Oct  (LS).  Rounding  out  the  thrush-like 
group  at  Gambell  was  a Siberian  Accentor  29 
Sep  (vt.  PEL,  BD),  the  10th  there  since  1999. 
Two  Northern  Mockingbirds  were  in  the 
Southeast,  one  each  at  Juneau  6 Aug  (GW;  a 
few  prior  records  there)  and  Gustavus  8-10 
Sep  (ph.  ND),  a local  first.  The  majority  of  the 
Region’s  few  records  come  from  fall.  A few 
Black-backed  Wagtails,  possibly  local  nesters, 
were  found  scattered  around  Attu’s  Massacre 
Bay  14-20  Sep  (VENT),  and  up  to  4 were  sim- 
ilarly seen  at  Shemya  2-24  Sep  (MS).  A soli- 
tary White  Wagtail  at  Gambell  was  record  late 
for  St.  Lawrence  through  30  Sep  (vt.  PEL). 
Less  than  four  years  ago,  Pechora  Pipit  was 
unrecorded  in  fall  in  the  Region,  but  another 
at  Gambell  14  Sep  (tPEL,  GHR,  TD)  repre- 
sented the  9th  there  since  2003. 

WAXWINGS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  was  no  accounting  for  the  season’s  tim- 
ing or  distribution  of  extralimital  Cedar 
Waxwings:  numbers  were  described  from  the 
Homer  area,  with  easily  16  reported  Aug-9 
Sep  (DE),  and  mostly  1-17  Aug  around  An- 
chorage (PP,  DWS,  TT,  DP),  where  the  maxi- 
mum of  14  came  1 Sep  (DWS).  Cedar 
Waxwings  are  casual  in  fall  in  South-coastal 
Alaska,  found  usually  in  Sep.  It  was  a mixed 
season  for  warbler  highlights,  and  there  were 
fewer  interesting  late  dates  compared  to  the 
past  five  years.  Four  Tennessee  Warblers  cap- 
tured at  Fairbanks  area  banding  stations  5 
Aug-17  Sep  (ABO)  was  this  casual  visitor’s 
best  Interior  fall  showing.  As  occurred  last 
fall,  another  very  late  Nashville  Warbler 
(possibly  2)  skulked  in  a Sitka  hedge  6 Nov 
(ph.  MG);  all  of  the  Region’s  five  records  are 
in  fall.  Another  rare  Bering  Sea  Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  ventured  to  Gambell  27  Aug  (vt. 
PEL),  a 3rd  fall  record  there.  Two  different 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers  described  from  Gus- 
tavus 14  & 28  Aug  (ND)  were  beyond  their 
regular  Alaskan  nesting  range,  which  brings 
small  numbers  into  the  riparian  valleys  of  the 
mainland  Southeast  at  similar  latitudes  to  the 
east.  Getting  very  late  was  a lone  Common 


Yellowthroat  at  the  Pt.  Bridgett  vagrant  trap  n. 
of  Juneau  29  Oct  (PS).  Only  one  Nov  Wilson’s 
Warbler  sighting  was  submitted,  a single  in 
Juneau  on  the  2nd  (GW). 

Two  imm.  Chipping  Sparrows  located  in 
the  Gambell  middens  14-16  & 23  Sep  (vt. 
PEL,  ph.  GHR)  represented  the  11th  and 
12th  fall  records  for  St.  Lawrence  I.  A fresh 
juv.  Clay-colored  Sparrow  found  a Juneau 
feeder  14-18  Sep  (ph.  GW),  the  Region’s  8th 
overall  and  one  of  few  fall  reports.  The  Fox 
Sparrow  count  in  the  Bering  Sea  included 
only  2 from  Gambell  for  the  season,  a zaboria 
type  10  Sep  and  a Sooty  type  14  Sep  (GHR, 
vt.  PEL,  TD).  A Red  Fox  Sparrow  in 
Ketchikan  5-12  Nov  (AWE  SCH)  was  a local 
first.  Presumed  zaboria  Fox  Sparrows  are  rare 
but  regular  to  the  North  Gulf  Coast,  at  least 
s.  to  the  Juneau  area  in  fall.  For  the  first  time 
in  years,  no  Swamp  Sparrow  reports  were 
submitted.  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
widely  dispersed,  with  singles  from  Anchor- 
age 29  Oct  (TE),  Kodiak  1 Nov+  (RAM;  3rd 
local  record),  and  Gustavus  25  Sep  (ND). 
The  season  produced  3 in  the  Ketchikan  area, 
all  in  Nov  (AWP,  SCH);  most  of  the  Region’s 
records  come  from  this  area  in  fall/winter. 
Single  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  located  at  each 
end  of  the  Region,  at  Barrow  29  Sep  (MR) — 
where  the  bird  was  predated  by  an  equally 
rare  Northern  Shrike — and  at  Ketchikan  19- 
24  Oct  (AWP,  SCH),  where  there  are  few  pri- 
or fall  sightings.  Eight  imm.  White-crowned 
Sparrows,  30  Aug-25  Sep,  was  considered  a 
below-average  showing  at  Gambell  (vt.  PEL, 
ph.  GHR),  where  they  have  been  annual  over 
the  past  decade;  one  was  rare  on  the  Arctic 
Coast  at  Barrow  29  Sep  (MR).  Extralimital 
Golden-crowed  Sparrows  wandered  n.  and  w. 
to  Gambell,  with  5 detected  9-25  Sep  (vt. 
PEL),  a below-average  fall  tally  for  St. 
Lawrence  I.,  while  one  at  Shemya  29  Sep 
(MS)  provided  the  only  w.  Aleutian  report. 
Separate  single  Dark-eyed  (Slate-colored) 
Juntos  at  Gambell  11-14  & 27  Sep  (vt.  PEL, 
GHR,  TD)  add  to  the  growing  number  of  n. 
Bering  Sea  fall  reports,  which  now  number 
seven  from  Gambell  village.  Another  junco 
that  drifted  w.  to  Shemya  29  Sep  (MS)  fur- 
nished a rare  Aleutian  report. 

Amazingly,  the  season’s  only  Rustic 
Buntings  appeared  late  and  in  Juneau,  with 
singles  described  27  Oct  and  29  Oct-2  Nov 
(ph.  PS,  RJG,  GW  et  al);  the  Southeast  has 
one  prior  record  of  the  species.  The  season’s 
main  Emberiza  bunting  event  was  the  almost 
mythical  Pallas’s  Bunting  documented  in  the 
Gambell  middens  24-26  Sep  (vt.  PEL,  ph. 
GHR),  which  established  Alaska’s  5th  overall 
record  and  first  in  fall.  A nice  photograph  ac- 
companied details  on  an  ad.  Lazuli  Bunting 


on  Farm  I.  on  the  Stikine  R.  Delta,  where  it 
lingered  20-24  Sep  (EB,  ph.  MB);  there  is  one 
prior  Alaska  fall  record  of  this  casual  visitor, 
an  Oct  bird  from  Juneau. 

Of  the  usual  scattered  Brown-headed  Cow- 
bird  observations,  most  notable  was  one  off- 
shore in  the  Southeast  on  Admiralty  I.  30  Aug 
(ph.  LM).  This  season’s  Purple  Finch  report 
came  again  from  Ketchikan,  where  a male  was 
at  a local  feeder  19  Nov  (ph.  SCH).  An  imm. 
Evening  Grosbeak  was  a little  early  and  prob- 
ably dispersing  across  the  Coast  Range  just 
inland  from  Juneau  15  Sep  (MB),  the  only  one 
this  fall.  Common  Redpolls  were  in  evidence 
and  on  the  move  early  and  in  high  numbers  s. 
of  the  Alaska  Range  by  mid-Nov.  Numbers 
continued  to  expand  through  the  month, 
whereas  typical  winter  patterns  have  them  ar- 
riving in  numbers  in  late  Feb  or  early  Mar. 

Contributors  and  observers:  Alaska  Bird  Ob- 
servatory (A.B.O.;  N.  DeWitt  et  al.),  B.  Alger, 
J.  B.  Allen,  N.  Anderson,  R.  Armstrong,  G. 
Baluss,  E.  & M.  Benitz,  E Bauer,  K.  Bell,  B. 
Benter,  S.  Berns,  G.  V.  Byrd,  E.  Clarke,  L. 
Craig,  J.  Dearborn,  D.  E Delap,  A.  DeMartini, 

B.  Dittrick,  W.  E.  Donaldson,  T.  Doyle,  N. 
Drumheller,  L.  Edfelt,  E Eldridge,  D.  Erikson, 
T.  Evans,  E Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R.  E. 
Gill,  M.  Goff,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  T. 
Guy,  N.  Haydukovich,  K.  Hart,  K.  Heacox,  S. 

C.  Heinl,  P.  Hunt,  H.  Irrigoo,  W.  Keys,  S. 
Klobas,  J.  E Koerner,  G.  Koonooka,  A.  Lang, 

D.  Lawrence,  H.  Lentfer,  J.  Levison,  I.,  C. 
Maack,  M.  & R.  A.  Macintosh,  D.  MacPhail,  J. 
Mason,  J.  E Metzler,  D.  & M.  Miller,  N.  Mol- 
lett,  L.  Mussara,  R.  Neterer,  L.  J.  Oakley,  B. 
Paige,  C.  Palmer,  W.  Pawuk,  D.  Pearson,  S. 
Peterson,  A.  W.  Piston,  E Fourchot,  D.  Frent- 
ki,  M.  Reid,  P.  Roginski,  P.  Rose,  G.  H.  Rosen- 
berg, D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  L.  Sansone,  J. 
Sauer,  L.  Scharf,  C.  & R.  L.  Scher,  M.  A. 
Schultz,  W.  Schuster,  M.  Schwan,  M.  Schwit- 
ters, D.,  P,  & S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  L.  Sheffield, 
D.  W.  Sonnebom,  S.  Studebaker,  P.  Suchanek, 
J.  Sullivan,  A.  Swingley,  G.  Tans,  M.  E.  Tedin, 
C.  Tessaglia-Hymes,  T.  Tobish,  C.  Tremblay,  J. 
Tully,  B.  Tweit,  L.  Vallie,  G.  Van  Vliet,  P. 
Vanselow,  Victor  Emanuel  Nature  Tours 
(VENT;  Victor  Emanuel,  L.  Balch,  E Dunne, 
S.  C.  Heinl,  S.  Hilty,  M.  J.  Iliff,  J.  Langham,  D. 
W.  Sonneborn,  T.  Tobish,  D.  Wolfe,  B.  Zim- 
mer et  al.),  A.  Wang,  M.  L.  Ward,  D.  West- 
lumd,  E.  White,  R.  Winckler,  Wings,  Inc.  (P.  E. 
Lehman  et  al),  B.  Wittington,  M.  A.  Wood,  S. 
Wright,  K.  Young,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmerman. 
Documentary  material  referenced  herein  is  on 
file  at  the  University  of  Alaska  Museum.  © 
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The  first  three  months  of  the  period  con- 
tinued the  drought  conditions  preva- 
lent throughout  the  Region  for  quite 
some  time  now.  This  changed  abruptly  at  the 
start  of  November,  as  the  Pacific  storm  track 
revved  up.  Reservoirs  at  record-low  levels  at 
the  start  of  the  month  were  topped  off  by  the 
month’s  end.  As  well,  a batch  of  Arctic  air  slid 
all  the  way  past  the  coast  during  the  last  five 
days  of  November,  leading  to  significant 
snowfalls  and  blizzard  conditions  on  both  the 
Inner  and  Outer  coasts.  Interior  snow  packs 
were  at  normal  or  above  readings  by  the  end 
of  the  month,  the  first  “early  winter”  in  a 
decade.  An  unprecedented  number  of  acci- 
dentals and  vagrants  were  reported  from  the 
west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.  While  it  has 
long  been  known  to  be  a good  vagrant  trap, 
the  island  has  very  few  resident  birders,  and 
much  of  the  coast  is  inaccessible;  however, 
this  fall’s  showing  (the  result  in  part  of  in- 
creased observer  effort)  was  truly  remarkable. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Surprisingly  early,  a Tundra  Swan,  likely  from 
the  w.  Alaska  population,  was  seen  in  flight 
over  Port  Renfrew  2 Sep  (JF),  nearly  six  weeks 
ahead  of  schedule.  A female  or  eclipse  male 
Garganey  was  carefully  scrutinized  among 
Green-winged  Teal  at  Iona  9-11  Aug  (tMT  et 
al.);  this  would  represent  the  13th  record  for 
the  province  and  the  first  in  six  years.  The 
province’s  7th  Steller’s  Eider  was  an  imm. 
male  discovered  off  Botanical  Beach  near  Port 
Renfrew  30  Sep  (tRTo,  Cl).  Breeding  Rock 
Ptarmigan  were  discovered  on  Cheam  Peak  5 
Aug  (MD,  ph.  AF  et  al.),  a female  with  4 
chicks;  this  represents  the  southernmost 
breeding  record  on  the  continent.  A basic- 


plumaged  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  seen  near 
Skidegate,  Queen  Charlotte  Is.  26  Aug  (RF, 
AF).  A juv.  Short-tailed  Albatross  that  was 
tagged  with  a transmitter  in  Alaska  and 
tracked  by  satellites  spent  31  days  in  British 
Columbia  waters  between  12  Sep  and  1 Nov 
2006  (fide  Robert  M.  Suryan,  Oregon  State 
University);  there  are  only  eight  modern 
records  of  the  species  for  the  province.  The 
province’s  8th  record  of  Manx  Shearwater  in- 
volved an  ad.  flying  close  to  shore  off  Jordan  R. 
28  Aug  (tRTo).  Sightings  involving  this  species 
continue  to  increase  in  recent  years  with  more 
coverage  of  the  outer  coast.  Following  a good 
spring  migration  of  Brown  Pelicans  (which  ta- 
pered off  in  early  Jul),  pelicans  returned  in 
even  greater  numbers  this  fall;  flocks  of  post- 
breeders and  juvs.  were  reported  from  various 
locations  around  the  perimeter  of  Vancouver  I. 
The  largest  flock  was  an  astounding  294  off 
Port  San  Juan  8 Sep  (JO,  which  more  than 
doubles  the  previous  provincial  high  count. 
There  were  at  least  four  reports  of  birds  linger- 
ing into  Nov,  with  the  latest,  an  imm.,  seen  in 
flight  over  Ladner  26  Nov  (CDC). 

Few  egrets  were  reported  this  season.  The 
most  noteworthy  reports  came  from  the  outer 
coast  of  Vancouver  L:  a Great  Egret  was  on 
Long  Beach  29  Oct  (RD),  and  a 
Cattle  Egret  was  at  Ucluelet  29 
Oct  (BS).  Broad-winged 
Hawks  are  an  expected  occur- 
rence in  mid-Sep  off  Sooke, 
where  2 ads.  and  an  imm.  were 
found  16  Sep  (CSa,  RTo),  one 
ad.  was  seen  22  Sep  (RTo,  LH), 
and  a single  bird  was  noted  23 
Sep  (RS).  An  ad.  Ferruginous 
Hawk,  a species  casual  in  the 
province,  was  discovered  just 
s.  of  Kamloops  1-10  Sep  (CC, 
ph.  DGC  et  al.)  and  created 
quite  a stir  for  interior  birders 
and  remained  in  the  area  over 
a week,  providing  many  op- 
portunities for  study.  Another 
ad.  was  seen  in  flight  over  Cre- 
ston  29  Sep  (tGLM).  An  imm.  Eurasian  Hob- 
by was  seen  perched  in  a fir  tree  in  Sooke  29 
Sep  (tRTo,  PL);  this  species  has  been  rare  but 
regular  in  the  w.  Aleutians  in  recent  autumns 
(and  has  been  documented  once  in  Washing- 
ton state)  but  has  no  previous  record  from 
British  Columbia.  Rare  but  regular  along  the 
s.  coast  in  autumn,  a Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  at 
Port  Renfrew  1-12  Sep  OF  ph.  RTo,  TZ  et  al.). 
Also  rare  along  the  s.  coast,  a Hudsonian 
Godwit  was  at  Oyster  Bay  Shoreline  Park  s.  of 
Campbell  R.  11  Sep  (ph.  AT);  another  was  at 
Boundary  Bay  10-15  Sep  (RTo,  IP).  Casual  in 
the  province,  a molting  ad.  Red-necked  Stint 


was  discovered  at  Boundary  Bay  11  Aug  (tIP, 
GC);  the  vast  majority  of  records  involve  ads., 
as  juvs.  are  very  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
juv.  Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers  were  recorded  in  average  numbers 
until  a count  of  12  was  made  at  Reifel  25  Sep 
(JO,  the  3rd  largest  flock  ever  recorded  in  the 
province.  After  a few  years  of  very  good  Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  migration  in  the  province, 
numbers  were  very  low  this  season:  2 juvs. 
were  seen  on  the  Salmon  Arm  mudflats  (a 
regular  stopover  location)  1 Sep  (DGC);  one 
juv.  was  at  Jordan  R.  13  Sep  (RTo);  and  2 were 
at  the  Roberts  Bank  Jetty  26  Sep  (fide  PC). 
The  Short-billed  Dowitcher  migration  on  the 
outer  coast  was  protracted,  and  several  were 
noted  into  Oct,  the  latest  being  a flock  of  22 
at  Tofino  31  Oct  (AD). 

GULLS  THROUGH  JAYS 

Two  juv.  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  along  the  mud- 
flats 30  Aug-1  Sep  in  Salmon  Arm  (DGC), 
where  the  species  has  become  a regular  au- 
tumn visitor.  While  birding  in  a storm,  a few 
Victoria  birders  were  able  to  find  a very  late 
Pomarine  Jaeger  that  struggled  against  the 
wind  10  Nov  (CSa  et  al.).  An  ad.  Iceland  Gull 
was  record  early  at  the  mouth  of  Mission  Cr., 


Kelowna  29  Sep  (RyT);  sightings  of  this 
species  have  been  increasing  in  recent  years 
all  along  the  s.  coast  and  s.  interior,  but  the 
first  usually  arrive  in  Nov.  The  first  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  of  the  season  was  at  Cattle  Pt., 
Victoria  13  Oct  (CSa);  another  was  51  km  sw. 
of  Tofino  14  Oct  (ph.  AD,  GB  et  al.).  A Black- 
legged Kittiwake — a species  unheard  of  in  the 
s.  interior  and  with  only  one  previous  interi- 
or record  near  Prince  George — was  pho- 
tographed by  a fisheries  crew  working  in  the 
night  at  Trail  30  Nov  (ph.  DeB).  Casual  in  the 
province,  aside  from  their  single-known 
breeding  location  on  Triangle  I.,  a Thick- 


Representing  apparently  the  most  southerly  breeding  record  of  Rock  Ptarmigan 
for  North  America,  this  family  group  was  photographed  on  Cheam  Peak,  British 
Columbia  5 August  2006.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Foxall. 
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Black-legged  Kittiwakes  are  unheard  of  in  the  southern  interior  of  British  Co- 
lumbia, so  this  bird  at  Trail  30  November  2006  was  most  unexpected — par- 
ticularly in  that  it  was  found  in  darkness!  Photograph  by  Demetria  Burgoon. 


billed  Murre  was  seen  on  the  rising  tide  at 
Gordon’s  Beach  near  Sooke  20  Sep  (RTo,  LH). 
Arriving  from  much  more  southerly  waters,  a 
Xantus’s  Murrelet  was  discovered  in  Father 
Charles  Channel  off  Tofino  2 Oct  (ph.  AD)  for 
an  8th  provincial  record. 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  sur- 
face in  the  sw.  corner  of  the  province,  with  2 
in  Parksville  22  Aug  (GLM)  and  2 along  Riv- 
er Rd.,  Delta  for  at  least  two  months  (accord- 
ing to  local  residents),  seen  by  birders  18-29 
Oct  (m.ob.);  one  in  Prince  George  9-12  Nov 
(fide  JB)  was  even  more  outlandish.  White- 
headed  Woodpeckers  continue  to  be  seen  on 
Anarchist  Mt.  near  Osoyoos;  one  or  2 were 
sighted  there  10  Oct  (SL).  Casual  along  the  s. 
coast,  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was  in  Port 
Renfrew  25  Sep  (tRTo,  PL).  Least  Flycatchers 
are  rarely  found  along  the  coast  during  mi- 
gration; an  imm.  in  Jordan  R.  21  Aug  (RTo) 
was  the  only  one  reported.  Dusky  Flycatcher 
was  early  along  the  coast  at  Rocky  Point  B.O. 
5-6  Aug  (DA,  MR);  one  was  at  Jordan  R.  20 
Sep  (RTo,  LH)  and  2 the  next  day  (RTo,  LH, 
MM);  and  one  was  at  East  Sooke  Park  22  Sep 
(RTo,  LH,  MM).  The  only  Tropical  Kingbird 
of  the  season  was  in  Parksville  5-6  Nov  (MY, 
GLM  et  al.);  this  species  is  more  often  en- 
countered in  Oct  on  the  s.  or  w.  coast  of  Van- 
couver 1.  Casual  in  the  province,  an  imm. 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  observed  at 
close  range  in  Westbank,  near  Kelowna  7 Oct 
(TEB,  HB).  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  studied 
on  the  outer  coast  of  Vancouver  I.  at  Jordan  R. 
13-16  Sep;  it  arrived  with  a fallout  that  in- 
cluded many  warblers  (including  a Black- 
burnian Warbler,  below)  and  a Red-eyed 
Vireo  13  Sep  (tRTo  et  al.,  ph.  MB).  Steller’s 
Jays  staged  an  invasion  of  the  cen.  interior 
and  the  coast  this  fall,  as  they  seem  to  do 
every  five  years  or  so.  Many  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  various  locations,  indicating  in- 
creased numbers  of  jays  or  arrivals  of  jays  in 


areas  where  they  are  either  scarce 
or  absent  (m.ob.).  Presumably,  n. 
areas  experienced  high  breeding 
success,  as  the  vast  majority  of 
birds  banded  at  Rocky  Point  B.O. 
were  imms.  (fide  AN). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Bank  Swallows  are  rare  autumn 
transients  along  the  coast;  one  was 
at  Rocky  Point  B.O.  13  Aug  (DA). 
Chestnut-backed  Chickadees  al- 
most never  grace  these  pages,  but 
this  year  they  staged  a small  but 
widespread  invasion  into  the  s.  in- 
terior. The  most  significant  count 
was  of  9 in  Naramata  17  Nov 
(RJC).  Very  rare  along  the  s.  coast,  a Rock 
Wren  was  at  the  Cypress  Parking  Lot  9 Oct 
(MT).  A female  or  imm.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatch- 
er  was  at  Reifel  4 Sep  (tQB,  MMD),  furnishing 
the  8th  provincial  record.  Right  on  its  heels 
came  the  9th  provincial  record,  with  one  in 
Nakusp  14-23  Nov  (ph.  GSD  et  al.).  A Gray 
Catbird  was  rather  late  in  Nakusp  20  Oct 
(GSD).  Casual  in  the  province  and  found  any 
time  of  year,  a Brown  Thrasher  was  discov- 
ered at  Long  Beach  13-15  Sep  (GB,  RTo)  for  a 
2nd  record  for  the  w.  coast  of  Vancouver  1. 

A male  Tennessee  Warbler,  a very  rare  tran- 
sient in  the  Okanagan,  was  heard  during  a dai- 
ly census  at  Vaseux  20  Aug  (DB  et  al.);  possi- 
bly the  same  bird  was  noted  in  the  same  spot 
8-10  Sep  (RJC,  BH),  and  an  ad.  female  was  lat- 
er banded  at  Vaseux  13  Sep  (DB).  Northern 
Parulas  have  become  annual  in  the  province 
over  the  past  five  years,  but  2006  was  a banner 
year,  with  four  records  Jun-Oct.  The 
province’s  9th  through  11th  records  involved 
single  males  at  Rocky  Point  B.O.,  Metchosin 
16  Aug  (GD,  CSa,  MR);  Swan  L.,  Victoria  2-4 
Oct  (DL,MH  ph,  CSa,  tBB);  and  at  the  mail 
processing  plant  in  Victoria  7 Oct  (tRTo),  ap- 
parently the  same  individual  relocated.  The 
province’s  13th  record  of  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  came  from  Sooke  2 Oct,  an  imm. 
male  (RTo).  This  species  is  a casual  autumn 
transient,  with  three  winter  records  and  only 
one  spring  record.  The  province’s  11th  Black- 
burnian Warbler  was  a male  discovered  in  a 
warbler  fallout  at  Jordan  R.  13  Sep  (tRTo).  An 
imm.  Magnolia  Warbler,  very  rare  in  the 
Okanagan,  was  discovered  in  Sutherland  Hills 
Park,  Kelowna  (tRyT).  Likely  the  scarcest  of 
our  breeding  warblers,  from  the  ne.  corner  of 
the  province  (and  rarely  recorded  on  the 
coast),  an  imm.  Bay-breasted  Warbler  was 
found  at  the  Wickaninnish  parking  lot  in  Pa- 
cific Rim  N.P  15  Sep  (RTo);  another  at  Long 
Beach  14  Sep  rounded  out  warbler  rarities 


from  Vancouver  1.  (RTo).  Vancouver’s  first 
photographically  documented  Blackpoll  War- 
bler was  discovered  3 Sep  at  Burrard  and  Hast-  .j 
ings  (ph.,tBW);  Vancouver  has  but  a handful 
of  records  for  this  species.  A Northern  Wa- 
terthrush,  rare  but  regular  along  the  coast,  was 
at  Reifel  in  Ladner  12  Aug  (fide  DM),  and  one 
was  at  Mt.  Douglas  Beach,  Saanich  13  Aug 
(JT).  An  imm.  Canada  Warbler  was  at  Swan 
L.,  Victoria  1-2  Oct  (DL,  MH).  Rarely  encoun- 
tered in  the  lower  mainland,  a male  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  was  singing  along  River  Rd., 
Delta  22  Sep  (MMcN),  quite  late. 

A female  or  imm.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
was  a surprise  find  in  Sooke  1 Aug  (RTo).  A 
Clay-colored  Sparrow,  very  rare  on  the  coast, 
was  at  a feeder  in  Victoria  2-3  Oct  (ph.  TA); 
another  was  discovered  in  Victoria  28  Oct 
(CSa,  ph.  TA).  An  imm.  Lark  Sparrow,  well  out 
of  range,  was  in  Sooke  15  Sep  (RTo,  ph.  TZ), 
where  a rare  Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  found 
18  Sep  (RTo).  A Harris’s  Sparrow,  very  rare  on 
Vancouver  1.,  was  in  Victoria  29  Oct  (DA).  Ca- 
sual in  the  Peace  R.  area  and  regularly  found 
only  in  the  extreme  nw.  comer  of  the  province, 
a Smith’s  Longspur  was  at  McQueens  Slough 
in  the  Peace  R.  area  13  Sep  (GLM). 

A first  for  the  Okanagan,  a male  Indigo 
Bunting  was  seen  and  heard  singing  during 
the  daily  Vaseux  survey  27  Aug  (DB),  and  a 
female  or  imm.  was  at  Jordan  R.  21  Sep  (RTo, 
MM,  LH).  A very  late  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  fre- 
quenting a suet  feeder  at  Qualicum  Beach  26 
Nov+  (C&DB,  ph.  GLM  et  al.).  Pine  Gros- 
beaks arrived  early  in  s.  interior  valleys  and 


Xantus's  Murrelet,  very  rarely  encountered  in  British  Colum- 
bia waters,  was  documented  nicely  near  Tofino  2 October 
2006.  Photograph  by  Adrian  Dorst. 

staged  a mini-invasion  of  the  s.  coast  and  Van- 
couver 1.,  with  many  sightings  of  very  small 
groups  suggestive  of  an  altitudinal  migration. 
Rare  on  Vancouver  I.,  a Common  Redpoll  was 
with  a flock  of  Pine  Siskins  10  Nov  (RTo). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): David  Allinson  (Victoria),  Cathy  Anto- 
niazzi  (cen.  interior),  Ted  Ardley,  Barbara 
Begg,  Michael  Bentley,  Ed  Beynon,  Hazel 
Beynon,  Catherine  & Don  Bonnar,  Jack  Bowl- 
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ing  (weather  summary),  George  Bradd,  Doug 
Brown,  Quentin  Brown,  Demetria  Burgoon, 
Peter  Candido,  Richard  J.  Cannings  (s. 
Okanagan),  Bob  Chapman,  George  Clulow, 
John  Cooper,  Christopher  Di  Corrado,  Mark 
Dalton,  Gary  S.  Davidson  (Kootenays), 
Robert  Dobos,  Adrian  Dorst  (Tofino- 
Ucluelet),  Jerry  Etzkorn,  Jamie  Fenneman, 


Andrew  Foxall,  Roger  Foxall,  Bob  Handheld, 
Fouis  Haviland,  Margaret  Huntley,  John  Ire- 
land, Corina  Isaac,  Paul  Fevesque,  Sherry 
Finn,  Darryl  Fum,  Murray  MacDonald,  Der- 
rick Marven,  Martin  McNicholl,  Guy  L.  Mon- 
ty, Ann  Nightingale,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace 
River),  Ilya  Povalyaev,  Phil  Ranson  (Cari- 
boo), Mary  Robichaud,  Chris  Saunders,  Rick 


Schortinghuis,  Barbara  Schramm,  Mike 
Tabak,  Jeremy  Tatum,  Ryan  Tomlinson,  Rick 
Toochin  (Vancouver,  Juan  de  Fuca),  Anton 
Turner,  Bruce  Whittington,  Mike  Yip,  Tim 
Zurowski.  © 


Donald  G.  Cecils,  7995  Wilson— Jackson  Road 
Vernon,  British  Columbia  VI B 3N5,  (dcedle@telus.net) 


Oregon  & Washington 


Steven  G.  Mlodinow  David  Irons 
Bill  Tweit 


The  season  started  warm  and  cuddly, 
with  modestly  elevated  temperatures 
and  very  low  rainfall,  particularly  in 
August,  when  the  Region  received  less  than 
one  third  of  its  usual  precipitation.  Then  No- 
vember arrived  and  unleashed  a fury  of 
storms,  with  high  winds  and  record  rainfalls. 
Washington  had  its  wettest  month  ever  and 
Oregon  its  sixth  wettest  November.  Surpris- 
ingly, the  November  lashings  did  not  blow  a 
host  of  seabirds  inshore.  Fall  2006  did  pro- 
vide its  share  of  mega-rarities,  including  two 
Regional  firsts  and  additional  first  state 
records  for  Washington  and  Oregon.  During 
August  and  September,  there  was  a whiff  of  a 
montane  invasion,  perhaps  due  to  extensive 
forest  fires.  Finally,  shorebird  numbers 
seemed  subpar  nearly  across  the  board. 

Abbreviations:  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane, 
i OR);  Malheur  (Malheur  N.W.R.,  Harney,  OR); 
N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos,  OR);  O.S. 
(Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor,  WA);  P.S.B. 
(Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish );  P.T.  (Puget 
Trough,  WA);  W.V  (Willamette  Valley,  OR); 


W.W.R.D.  (Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla  Walla, 
WA).  “Eastside”  and  “westside”  indicate  loca- 
tions e.  and  w.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respec- 
tively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  COOTS 

A Tule  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  (sub- 
species gambelli ) at  Edmonds,  Snohomish  4- 
10  Nov  (ph.  SM,  C.  Riddell,  DD)  furnished 
about  the  5 th  record  from  Washington,  all  of 
which  were  Sep-Dec.  The  entire  Tule  Goose 
population  (approximately  7200)  breeds  in 
the  Alaskan  taiga,  stages  in  s.-cen.  Oregon, 
and  winters  in  California’s  central  valley  (Pa- 
cific Flyways  Study  Committee  2003).  Single 
Emperor  Geese  enlivened  Shillapoo  Bottoms, 
Clark  28  Oct-11  Nov  (WC,  C.  Ledford),  Fer- 
ndale,  Whatcom  11-12  Nov  (J-  Meche),  and 
Astoria  2 Nov+  (MP);  the  Region  averages 
about  2 per  fall.  At  least  4 ad.  and  4 imm.  Blue 
Geese  graced  Fir  I.,  Skagit  4 Nov+  (CW,  SM, 
W.  Russell).  Almost  all  of  w.  Washingtons 
Snow  Geese  hail  from  the  colony  on  Wrangel 
1.,  Siberia,  which  has  had  a growing  number 
of  Blue  Geese,  including  11  ads.  that  pro- 
duced 10+  young  this  year  (V  Baranyuk).  A 
Snow  Goose  at  Vanport  Wetlands,  Multnomah 
5 Sep  was  a month  early  (AF).  Another  Snow 
Goose  x Canada/Cackling  Goose  hybrid  visit- 
ed the  Columbia  Basin  at  McNary  N.W.R., 
Walla  Walla  11  Nov  (M&MD).  Par  for  fall, 
single  errant  Ross’s  Geese  appeared  at  Othel- 
lo, Adams  14  Oct  (BF)  and  McNary  N.W.R.  27 
Nov  (M&MD).  A Lesser  Canada  Goose  (sub- 
species parvipes ) at  Sun  Lakes,  Grant  1 Sep 
was  about  a month  early  (SM,  BSW).  A Cack- 
ling Goose,  subspecies  unknown,  at  Ho- 


quiam,  Grays  Harbor  13  Aug  (G.  McWethy) 
and  a taverneri  Cackling  Goose  at  Lind 
Coulee,  Grant  26  Aug  (SM)  probably  sum- 
mered locally;  migrants  typically  first  appear 
in  late  Sep.  A congregation  of  22  minima 
Cackling  Geese  at  Moses  L.,  Grant  25  Nov 
likely  set  an  e.  Washington  record  (BF,  SM, 
DSc).  Rare  away  from  salt  water,  a Black  Brant 
inhabited  Kent,  King  25-29  Oct  (D.  Swayne), 
and  2 visited  Eugene  1 Nov  (Dl).  A Trum- 
peter Swan  at  Lyman,  Skagit  2 Sep+  was  about 
two  months  early  (GB),  while  2 at  Cape  Blan- 
co 28  Nov  were  exceptionally  far  s.,  providing 
Curry's  4th  record  (LM,  TJW). 

The  male  Falcated  Duck  returned  to 
Coburg,  Lane  14  Nov+  for  the  4th  consecutive 
year  (J.  Harding).  The  only  eastside  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  at  Bingen,  Klickitat  3 Nov  (SJ) 
and  Hatfield  L.,  Deschutes  late  Oct+  (fide  CG). 
A very  rare  Mallard  x Gadwall  hybrid  inhabit- 
ed Vashon  L,  King  12  Nov  (EH).  No  Eurasian 
Teal  were  detected  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
fall.  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  unusually 
abundant,  evidenced  by  1385  at  Everett  23 
Nov  (SM),  1826  at  Wells  Pool,  Okanogan/ 
Douglas  15  Nov  (RH),  and  1960  at  Wanapum 
Pool,  Grant  16  Nov  (RH).  A male  Tufted  Duck 
at  Philomath,  Benton  5 Nov  provided  the  first 
fall  record  since  2000  Q-  Fontaine,  R.  Moore); 
Tufteds  are  annual  Dec-Apr.  A stunning 
10,230  scaup,  about  80%  Greaters,  were  at 
Wanapum  Pool  16  Nov  (RH),  likely  attracted 
there  by  Eurasian  Milfoil  ( Myriophyllium  spi- 
catum ) and  Curly-leaf  Pondweed  ( Potamoge - 
ton  crispus ),  both  introduced  species.  Wash- 
ington’s 3rd  Steller’s  Eider  graced  Edmonds 
28  Sep  (tDD,  S.  Pink);  Washington’s  prior 


f A Washington's  first  photographically  documented  Richardson's  Cackling  Goose  (subspecies  hutchinsii)  brightened 
M Sun  Lakes,  Grant  8 Nov  (DG).  This  was  followed  by  6 Richardson's  among  a throng  of  Lesser  Canada  Geese  at  Steam- 
boat Rock,  Grant  25  Nov  (SM,  DSc,  BF).  Previous  Regional  records  include  2 birds  in  Walla  Walla  Mar  2006  and  one  specimen 
from  Klamath  Falls  (Aldrich  1946,  Wilson  Bulletin  58: 94-103).  Since  many  of  the  Columbia  Basin's  wintering  Mallards  and  mof- 
Gtti  Canada  Geese  come  from  Alberta  (D.  Kraege),  vagrancy  by  Richardson's  Geese  to  our  Region  may  not  be  so  surprising. 
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This  Tule  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  (race  gambelli ) was  at  Edmonds,  Snohomish 
County,  Washington  4-10  (here  9)  November  2006.  This  endangered  population  can 
be  recognized  from  the  widespread  race,  frontalis,  by  the  relatively  dark  head  and 
neck,  the  long  and  large  bill,  and  the  eye-ring  (latter  not  present  on  all  individuals). 
For  good  discussions  of  taxonomy  and  identification  of  Tule  Geese,  see  articles  by  J.  L. 
Dunn  and  J.  Y.  Takekawa  in  the  Central  Valley  Bird  Club  Bulletin,  winter  2005.  Photo- 
graph by  Steve  Mlodinow. 


records  are  of  birds  that  arrived  in  Sep  or  Oct. 
A Harlequin  Duck,  extremely  rare  on  the  low- 
land eastside,  brightened  Hood  River  4 Sep 
(SJ).  Peak  counts  of  Surf  and  White-winged 
Scoters  at  Boiler  Bay  were  a goodly  20,000 
and  8000,  respectively,  on  14  Nov  (PP).  A 
flock  of  20  Surfs  at  Hagg  L.,  Washington  7 Oct 
was  probably  w.  Oregon’s  largest  ever  away 
from  salt  water  (GG).  On  the  eastside,  a 
measly  18  Surf  Scoters  (14  Oct+)  and  8 
White-wingeds  (20  Oct+)  were  noted.  The 
only  eastside  Long-tailed  Duck  visited  Hat- 
held  L.,  Deschutes  28  Oct  (H.  Horvath),  well 
below  the  fall  eastside  average  of  seven.  A 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  Washougal,  Skamania  24 
Nov+  yielded  a very  rare  interior  westside 
record  (WC).  Extremely  rare,  a Hooded  Mer- 
ganser x goldeneye  hybrid  was  found  on  Bass 
L.,  Skamania  4 Nov  (ph.  G.  McWethy).  A tal- 
ly of  250  Hooded  Mergansers  on  Banks  L., 
Grant  25  Nov  likely  set  a Washington  record 
(SM,  DSc,  BF).  A Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Two  Rivers  H.M.U.,  Walla  Walla  2 Sep  was 
about  three  weeks  early  for  the  eastside 
(M&MD).  Walla  Wallas  first  Mountain  Quail 
at  Biscuit  Ridge  24  Aug  was  especially  notable 
given  the  species’  substantial  decline  in  the 
Blue  Mts.  (MD). 

The  excellent  passage  of  loons  at  Boiler  Bay 
included  peak  counts  of  20,000  Red-throat- 
eds  11  Nov  (PP)  and  160,000  Pacifies  on  24 
Nov  (PP,  D.  Tracy).  A subpar  3 Yellow-billed 
Loons  included  an  early  bird  at  Westport  17 
Sep  (BLB).  A tally  of  497  Pied-billed  Grebes  at 
Smith/Bybee  Lakes,  Multnomah  29  Aug  was 
unprecedented  for  Oregon  (JW).  Away  from 
breeding  areas,  8 westside  Clark’s  Grebes  11 
Sep+  was  low. 
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Fifteen  pelagic  trips — 
eight  out  of  Westport  (BT, 
BLB),  six  out  of  Newport 
(GG),  and  one  out  of 
Charleston  (GG) — com- 
prised the  standard  off- 
shore coverage  this  fall.  In 
addition,  JGi  and  OS  rode  a 
cruise  ship  as  it  passed  35- 
100  km  off  the  Oregon 
coast  25  Sep.  Four  Laysan 
Albatrosses  were  found  off 
Westport,  12  Aug-4  Sep, 
the  highest  total  since 
1999.  Black-footed  Alba- 
tross counts  averaged  just 
over  50  per  trip,  about  half 
of  normal.  A Black-footed 
Albatross  from  shore  at 
Cape  Flattery  11  Aug  was 
only  the  2nd  such  record 
for  Washington  (CW),  the 
first  coming  from  the  same 
location  24  Jul  2005.  A radio-tagged  juv. 
Short-tailed  Albatross  was  off  Lane , Douglas, 
and  Coos  18-20  Oct  (fide  TR)  and  also  passed 
through  Washington  and  British  Columbia 
waters;  although  the  species  is  virtually  annu- 
al of  late  in  the  Region,  there  are  still  only 
about  10  modern-day  Oregon  records.  North- 
ern Fulmars  were  found  in  good  numbers, 
with  most  trips  finding  hundreds.  Washing- 
ton’s 2nd  Greater  Shearwater  was  off  West- 
port  10  Sep  (ph.  T.  Norris,  SMi);  there  are 
eight  prior  records  from  the  ne.  Pacific,  five 


from  3 Aug-15  Oct.  Only  10  Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters  were  found,  all  off  Westport. 
Sooty  Shearwater  numbers  offshore  were  very 
low,  averaging  about  3500  per  trip  off  West- 
port  and  fewer  than  100  per  trip  off  Oregon. 
The  from-shore  maximum  was  a goodly 
160,000  at  N.  Cove,  Pacific  7 Aug  (CW).  The 
season’s  offshore  total  of  Short-tailed  Shear- 
waters was  a pitiful  3,  but  a surprising  500 


Aechmophorus  grebes  first  bred  at  F.R.R.  in  the 
early  1990s,  with  numbers  rapidly  increasing 
thereafter  (F.R.R.  remains  the  only  regular  westside  nest- 
ing location  for  these  species).  A directed  boat  survey  of 
F.R.R.  14  Sep  yielded  800+  grebes  (Dl,  DF),  topping  the 
prior  W.V.  record  of  575  from  Oct  2004  (Dl).  Approximate- 
ly 10%  were  Clark's,  and  about  25-30%  were  juvs.,  sug- 
gesting excellent  breeding  success.  As  the  lake  was  drawn 
down  starting  1 0ct,  1200-1400  grebes  consistently  con- 
gregated below  the  dam  through  Nov  (Dl). 

This  fall  also  saw  w.  Washington's  first  breeding  record 
of  Aechmophorus  grebes,  which  was  surprising  in  several 
ways.  It  occurred  on  urbanized  Juanita  Bay,  King,  an  un- 
expected locale,  with  nest-building  starting  at  the  late 
date  of  mid-Aug.  Among  the  5 ads.  with  3 young  11-13 
Sep  was  an  apparent  Western  Grebe  x Clark's  Grebe  hy- 
brid and  a probable  pure  Clark's  (ph.  M.  F.  Mathis). 

were  reported  from  Boiler  Bay  24  Nov  (PP). 
Buller’s  Shearwaters  were  present  in  normal 
numbers  off  Oregon,  with  50+  per  trip  mid- 
Aug-mid-Oct,  while  Washington  had  a paltry 
56  total.  Most  unusual  from  shore,  2 Buller’s 
were  at  Cape  Flattery  11  Aug  (CW).  Single 
Manx  Shearwaters  were  off  Westport  9 Sep 
(SMi,  BLB),  off  Newport  30  Sep  (ph.  GG), 
and  at  Boiler  Bay  16  Oct  and  24  Nov  (PP);  ad- 
ditionally, a Manx-type  shearwater  was  at 
Cape  Flattery  2-11  Aug  (J-  Bryant,  CW).  Oth- 
er than  the  impressive  raft  of  1400  Fork-tailed 
Storm-Petrels  off  Newport  30  Sep,  the  average 
was  a scant  20  per  trip.  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels, 
present  in  good  numbers  all 
summer  off  Westport,  continued 
at  about  50  per  trip  through 
mid-Aug  before  disappearing; 
typically  only  10-15  are  found 
all  fall.  Oddly,  the  few  P.T. 
records  of  Leach's  are  later:  mid- 
Oct-mid-Nov.  This  fall,  singles 
were  over  Possession  Bank,  Is- 
land 27  Oct  (B.  Higgins),  at  Ed- 
monds, Snohomish  29  Oct  (DD, 
SM),  and  off  Seattle  20  Nov 
(BSW). 

An  ill  Masked  Booby,  the  Re- 
gion’s first,  was  found  near  Port- 
land along  the  Columbia  R.  in 
mid-Aug  (*Slater  Museum);  giv- 
en the  proximity  to  a major  port,  some  degree 
of  ship  assistance  seems  likely.  A Blue-footed 
Booby  appeared  over  Padilla  Bay,  Skagit  6 Aug 
(ph.  R.  Merrill);  Washington’s  previous  record 
was  from  Everett  23  Sep  1935,  and  Oregon’s 
sole  record  was  from  Lincoln  7-9  Sep  2002. 
Good  numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans 
again  favored  the  W.V,  with  a peak  of  40  at 
FR.R.  13  Sep  (Dl).  Six  Brown  Pelicans  in  P.T. 
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This  Cackling  Goose  of  the  nominate  subspecies  at  Blue  Lake,  Grant  County, 
Washington  8 November  2006  provided  the  first  photographically  documented 

record  of  this  subspecies  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Denny  Granstrand. 
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during  Sep  was  fairly  typical,  but  an  amazing 
44  in  Nov  were  far  later  than  usual;  the  peak 
was  25  at  Port  Angeles  16  Nov  (B.  Boekelhei- 
de),  and  the  last  lingered  off  Bainbridge  I., 
Kitsap  through  28  Nov  (BSW).  Undoubtedly 
part  of  the  same  storm-driven  phenomenon 
was  an  exceptionally  rare  inland  Brown  Peli- 
can at  Portland  5 Nov  (B.  Sharp). 

The  continuing  northward  explosion  of 
Great  Egrets  was  evidenced  by  an  astonishing 
549  at  Smith/Bybee  Lakes,  Multnomah  20  Oct 
(AF)  and  186  at  Ridgefield  26  Oct  (JH);  in- 
credibly, a single  Great  Egret  near  Portland 
was  newsworthy  30  years  ago.  Snowy  Egrets 
also  wandered  n.  in  good  numbers,  including 
singles  at  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  13  Aug  and  9 
Sep  (DSc,  MDu),  Nisqually  13-24  Aug  (G. 
McWethy),  and  Ridgefield  2-3  Sep  (JD,  K. 
Knittle).  It  was  another  poor  fall  for  Cattle 
Egrets,  represented  by  singles  at  Fir  I.,  Skagit 
21  Oct-5  Nov  (M.  Axelson),  Astoria  2 Nov 
(MP),  and  F.R.R.  22-26  Nov  (D.  Brown). 
Spokane’s  first  Green  Heron  inhabited  Green 
Acres  7 Aug-21  Sep  (A.  Roberson).  Another 
eastside  Green  Heron  was  at  Conboy  L.  in 
mid-Sep  (fide  SJ);  this  species  has  become  an- 
nual in  w.  Klickitat. 

Red-shouldered  Hawks  continued  to 
march  northward,  with  a goodly  6+  found  in 
Washington  (2  Sep+),  the  northernmost  of 
which  were  singles  at  Kennedy  Cr.,  Mason  22 
Oct  0-  Buchanan)  and  near  Sequim,  Clallam 
9 Nov  (G.  Kridler).  Oregon’s  4 Broad-winged 
Hawks  were  all  westside  7-14  Oct;  most  un- 
usual, none  were  reported  from  Cascade 
hawkwatches.  Single  Swainson’s  Hawks,  still 
considered  very  rare  on  the  westside,  were 
near  Ashland,  Jackson  9 Aug  (FL)  and  Flo- 
rence, Lane  21  Oct  (AC,  DP).  Five  Gyrfalcons 
were  detected,  including  an  exceptionally  ear- 
ly bird  at  Coos  Bay  7 Sep  0-  Metzler).  Prairie 
Falcons  showed  poorly  on  the  westside,  with 
only  3 in  Oregon  and  one  in  Washington,  a 
bird  at  Ridgefield  25  Nov+  (A.  Larrabee,  WC). 
A tally  of  20,715  American  Coots  at  Wells 
Pool,  Okanogan/Douglas  15  Nov  (RH) 
demonstrated  the  importance  of  still  waters 
behind  dams  for  some  species. 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

This  fall’s  61  golden-plovers  likely  represent- 
ed the  worst  fall  total  ever.  A record-low  13 
Americans,  10  Aug-28  Oct,  included  one 
i eastside  bird  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  3 Sep 
(CW).  The  pitiful  tally  of  Pacific  Golden- 
Plovers  was  38.  Coastal  Snowy  Plover  recov- 
; ery  efforts  appear  to  be  succeeding,  with  179 
ads.  producing  109  fledglings — the  highest 
counts  since  the  project  started  in  1990;  72 
on  Siltcoos  Beach,  Lane  10  Oct  was  the  single 


site  maximum  (D.  Lauten).  The  Region’s  first 
Common  Ringed  Plover  graced  RS.B.  23  Sep 
(tJB,  tCCx);  though  a rare-but-regular  mi- 
grant and  occasional  breeder  on  Alaska’s 
Bering  Sea  Is.,  this  appears  to  be  the  first  w. 
North  American  record  s.  of  Alaska.  A Semi- 
palmated  Plover  at  Redmond,  Deschutes  12 
Nov  was  about  a month  late  for  eastside  (S. 
Dougill).  An  American  Avocet  at  Bennington 
L.,  Walla  Walla  8-15  Nov  was  the  latest  ever 
for  e.  Washington  (M&MD).  Rare  on  the 
westside,  avocets  attended  Ridgefield  19  Sep 
(BC)  and  Rock  Cr.,  Lane  2 Sep  (JG). 


This  Common  Ground-Dove  visited  Cape  Blanco,  Curry 
County  on  3 August  2006,  furnishing  Oregon's  second 
record.  Photograph  from  digital  video  by  Lois  Miller. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  numbers  were  dismal: 
fewer  than  10  were  reported  from  e.  Oregon  over 
the  entire  fall.  Solitary  Sandpipers,  however, 
had  another  good  fall,  with  59  through  22  Sep 
split  39  eastside  and  20  westside.  Lone  Wil- 
lets,  not  annual  in  the  P.T./W.V. , visited 
Kennedy  Cr.  estuary,  Mason  12-18  Aug  and  13 
NOV+  (J.  Buchanan).  Utterly  bizarre  was  a 
Wandering  Tattler  foraging  on  lawns  and  side- 
walks 70  km+  inland  at  Dallas,  Polk  22  Aug 
(B.  Tice).  Five  interior  westside  Long-billed 
Curlews,  4 Aug-22  Sep,  was  above  average.  A 
rare  eastside  Whimbrel  favored  Hatfield  L., 
Deschutes  25  Aug  (D.  Hale).  An  ad.  Hudsonian 
Godwit  brightened  Warm  Beach,  Snohomish 
13  Aug  (M.  Roening);  this  species  has  become 
annual  in  the  Region,  though  records  of  ads. 
are  still  few.  Rare  on  the  eastside,  a Marbled 
Godwit  was  at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  20  Aug 
(M&MD)  and  Powell  Butte,  Crook  13  Oct 
(CG).  The  season’s  only  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was 
at  Westport  30  Sep-26  Oct  (MDu,  tj.  Ellis); 
the  Region  has  recently  averaged  approxi- 
mately 6 per  fall.  A Red  Knot,  very  rare  on  the 
eastside,  graced  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  30  Sep 
(DSc);  perhaps  even  rarer  was  one  at  FR.R. 
10-18  Sep,  only  the  2nd  ever  in  fall  in  the  W.V. 
(TM).  Twenty-two  eastside  Sanderlings,  13 
Aug-16  Sep,  was  well  below  average.  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  showed  well  again  this 
fall,  with  approximately  115  in  Washington, 
18  in  w.  Oregon,  and  5 in  e.  Oregon;  the  peak 
was  15  at  Corfu,  Grant  15  Aug  (CW,  RTS). 
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Oregon’s  8th  Red-necked  Stint  at  Florence, 
Lane  4-6  Oct  was  the  state’s  latest  by  nearly 
two  months  and  the  Region’s  first  juv.  (AC, 
TDI,  tB.  & Z.  Stotz,  ph.  DP).  Three  Baird’s 
Sandpipers  foraging  on  a snowbank  at  ap- 
proximately 1900  m on  Table  Mt.,  Whatcom 
must  have  been  startling  (H.  Flores),  though 
this  species  may  be  a regular  migrant  through 
our  alpine  areas.  Eleven  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
pipers were  recorded  15  Sep-7  Nov,  the  lowest 
total  since  2001  but  still  well  above  the  1990s 
average.  A Sharp-tailed  at  Y.R.D.  30  Oct-4 
Nov  continued  the  recent  string  of  eastside 
records,  where  formerly  exceptionally  rare  (L. 
Ness,  W.  Terrell). 

Two  Dunlins  at  Hatton,  Adams  1 Aug  were 
more  than  three  weeks  early  for  anywhere  in 
the  Region  and  were  especially  early  for  the 
eastside  (BF).  Oregon’s  15th  Curlew  Sand- 
piper graced  N.S.C.B.  13-14  Sep  (TR).  Thirty- 
four  Stilt  Sandpipers  represented  the  lowest 
Regional  total  since  2002;  most  were  reported 
15  Aug-15  Sep,  but  a late  bird  lingered  at 
PS.B.  through  28  Oct  (SM,  BT).  Ten  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers,  9 in  Oregon  and  one  in 
Washington,  was  near  normal;  the  maximum 
was  6 at  favored  N.S.C.B.  1 Sep  (RN,  TR), 
while  one  there  2 Oct  was  record  late  (TR) 
and  one  at  FR.R.  28-30  Aug  furnished  a very 
rare  interior  westside  record  (DF).  An  un- 
precedented 17  Ruffs  22  Aug-18  Oct  includ- 
ed 3 near  Sequim,  Clallam  22  Sep  (B.  Boekel- 
heide)  and,  very  rare  for  the  interior  westside, 
2 at  Ridgefield  12-16  Sep  (JE,  M.  Fleming, 
BC).  A goodly  19  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
were  detected  on  the  eastside,  mostly  18-24 
Aug,  including  a peak  of  7 at  Othello  18  Aug 
(BF)  and  a late  bird  at  Soap  L.,  Grant  15  Oct 
(DSc).  A gathering  of  2000  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  at  Soap  L.  19  Aug  eclipsed  the  pri- 
or e.  Washington  record  (DSc).  Rare  in  the 
P.T.,  a Red  Phalarope  swam  off  Jeff  Head,  Kit- 
sap 27-30  Sep  (BSW,  G.  Gerdts,  EH);  even 
more  unusual  was  a Red  Phalarope  nearly  160 
km  inland  at  Lost  Creek  Res.,  Jackson  30  Oct, 
where  storm-driven  vagrants  are  most  unusu- 
al (N.  Barrett). 

South  Polar  Skuas  were  generally  scarce 
offshore,  averaging  about  2 per  trip,  excepting 
extraordinary  tallies  of  23  on  30  Sep  off  both 
Newport  and  Westport  (BT,  GG).  Truly  amaz- 
ing were  2 storm-driven  South  Polar  Skuas  at 
Boiler  Bay  (PP)  and  one  at  Cannon  Beach 
(JW),  both  24  Nov;  this  species  is  extremely 
rare  after  mid-Oct.  Offshore  jaeger  numbers 
were  unremarkable,  excepting  380  Pomarines 
and  95  Long-taileds  tallied  25  Sep  off  Oregon 
(JGi,  OS);  the  Pomarine  count  is  likely  a Re- 
gional record.  Oregon's  6th  inland  Pomarine 
Jaeger  visited  Philomath,  Benton  15  Oct  (J. 
Fontaine).  Additionally,  a stunning  9 Po- 
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marines  were  found  inside  the  RT.,  where  not 
annual,  16  Aug-22  Sep,  including  4 at  Seattle 
25  Aug  (MBa,  EH).  A Parasitic  Jaeger  at 
Rosario  Head,  Skagit  18  Nov  was  about  three 
weeks  late  (MB,  GB).  A Long-tailed  Jaeger  at 
ER.R.  21  Sep  furnished  Oregon’s  latest  inland 
record  and  just  the  2nd  for  the  W.V.  (Di);  not 
annual  in  the  P.T.,  a Long-tailed  adorned 
PN.R  16  Sep  (VN). 

Thirty-one  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  found 
away  from  their  se.  Oregon  haunts,  the  best 
tally  in  years,  including  a peak  of  7 near  Se- 
quim,  Clallam  9 Sep  (BN)  and  a very  late  bird 
at  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  27  Nov  (BSW).  The 
eastside’s  10th  and  latest-ever  Heermann’s 
Gull  was  near  Lyle,  Klickitat  14  Nov  (tSJ).  A 
remarkable  10,000  Ring-billed  Gulls 
gathered  along  the  Stillaguamish 
delta,  Snohomish  5 Nov  (CW),  and  a 
Regional-record  50,000  California 
Gulls  crowded  N.  Cove,  Pacific  7 
Aug  (CW).  Ten  Thayer’s  Gulls  at 
Blue  L.,  Grant  10  Nov  likely  set  an 
eastside  record  (G.  Gerdts,  BSW). 

Almost  annual  of  late,  Washington’s 
15th  Iceland  Gull  at  Blue  L.  5 Nov 
also  provided  the  earliest  fall  record 
by  nearly  three  weeks  (DSc,  ph.  W. 

Terrell).  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
returned  to  the  Coulee  Lakes,  Grant 
for  its  3rd  consecutive  year,  18 
Oct-6  Nov  (ph.  TA).  Three  Glau- 
cous Gulls,  24  Oct+,  was  a bit  below 
recent  norms.  A fairly  typical  9 east- 
side,  4 RT.,  and  3 W.V  Sabine’s  Gulls 
were  noted,  almost  entirely  in  Sep, 
but  included  an  early  bird  at  RN.P  4 Aug 
(VN).  The  148  Sabine’s  off  Oregon  25  Sep  was 
the  season’s  highest  count  (JGi,  OS).  A Black- 
legged Kittiwake  in  se.  Thurston  farmlands  26 
Nov  was  most  unusual  (R.  Woodin),  while 
one  at  Edmonds,  Snohomish  27  Oct  represent- 
ed the  normal  rare-but-regular  RT.  fare  (T.  Pe- 
terson). Eastside  Common  Tern  numbers 
plummeted,  with  only  56  reported  1-19  Sep. 
Arctic  Terns  were  unreported  off  Oregon,  and 
only  36  were  found  off  Washington.  Five 
westside  Forster’s  Terns,  29  Aug-9  Oct  was 
supranormal  and  included  a bird  at  circa  925 
m at  Timothy  L.,  Clackamas  24  Sep  (S.  Norcl). 
A Black  Tern,  not  annual  during  fall  on  the 
westside,  passed  P.N.R  4 Aug  (VN). 

On  25  Sep,  73  Synthliboramphus  murrelets 
were  tallied  off  Oregon  (all  but  one  in  Lin- 
coln), eclipsing  all  previous  Regional  counts 
(JGi,  OS);  only  3 were  identified  to  species,  all 
scrippsi  Xantus’s.  Most  were  in  deeper  waters 
(beyond  those  visited  by  typical  birder-organ- 
ized pelagic  trips)  in  the  vicinity  of  tuna 
schools,  consistent  with  past  findings  by  re- 
search vessels.  It  appears  that  some  Xantus’s 


spend  late  fall,  and  perhaps  winter,  off  our 
shores.  Closer  to  shore,  2 Xantus’s  were  off 
Westport  6 Aug  (subspecies  scrippsi;  BLB). 
Unidentified  Synthliboramphus  murrelets  in- 
cluded 2 off  Westport  24  Aug  (BLB)  and  one 
there  Westport  30  Sep  (SMi);  Craven’s  Mur- 
relet  has  not  been  identified  in  the  Region  but 
remains  a possibility.  An  Ancient  Murrelet  at 
Haystack  Res.,  Deschutes  1 Nov  (R.  Robb)  was 
probably  e.  Oregon’s  2nd,  while  e.  Washing- 
ton’s 10th  Ancient  was  sliding  on  its  belly 
through  the  snow  in  Yakima  28  Nov  (E. 
Rose);  prior  records  span  10  Aug-3  Dec.  A 
moribund  Cassin’s  Anklet  was  discovered  in 
N.  Portland  16  Nov  (fide  HN);  as  far  as  we 
know,  this  is  the  first  instance  of  inland  va- 


grancy (about  70  km  from  saltwater)  for  this 
species.  An  Oregon-record  4500  Rhinoceros 
Auklets  passed  Boiler  Bay  24  Nov  (PP).  Single 
Horned  Puffins,  not  annual  in  Washington, 
were  at  Seattle  12  Aug  (TP.  Rose)  and  at  Cape 
Flattery  10  Sep  (tCCx,  tJB);  most  front-shore 
records  have  been  from  the  outer  coast 
Jun-Sep,  with  the  Seattle  bird  furnishing  only 
the  3rd  record  e.  of  Clallam.  A Tufted  Puffin, 
very  rare  in  the  eastern  RT.,  was  at  Seattle  16 
& 26  Aug  (K.  Dieffenbach,  CCx). 

The  continued  presence  of  flocks  of  Band- 
tailed Pigeons  in  w.  Klickitat  suggests  they 
have  now  colonized  this  area;  this  fall’s  maxi- 
mum was  12  at  White  Salmon  16  Sep  (B. 
Stofer,  J.  Murphy).  At  least  65  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  were  detected  in  e.  Washington, 
including  maxima  of  18  at  Washtucna,  Adams 
5 Nov  (M&MD),  13  near  Goldendale,  Klicki- 
tat 21  Aug-13  Sep  (B.  Hansen,  D.  Lichten- 
wald),  and  12  at  Desert  Aire,  Grant  1 Oct  (fide 
DG).  In  Oregon,  56  were  found,  mostly  in  the 
e.,  with  peak  counts  of  16  at  Burns,  Hartley 
throughout  the  fall  (T.  Janzen),  13  at  White 
City,  Jackson  18  Oct  (J.  Harleman),  and  10  at 


Madras,  Jefferson  17  Oct  (KO).  The  only  w. 
Washington  sighting  was  of  2 near  Stanwood, 
Snohomish  5 Nov  (KAn).  Notably,  there 
seemed  to  be  an  influx  early  Oct-mid-Nov.  It 
bears  repeating  that  Washington  had  but  four 
records  of  the  species  prior  to  2005.  The  Re- 
gion’s 2nd  Common  Ground-Dove  enlivened 
Cape  Blanco,  Curry  3 Aug  (TJW,  vt.  LM);  the 
first  was  in  Ashland,  Jackson  26  Oct  1998. 

The  meager  Regional  count  of  3 Snowy 
Owls  s.  to  Newport,  18  Nov+,  suggested  that 
an  echo-invasion  was  not  in  the  making. 
Westside  Burrowing  Owls  at  Perrydale,  Polk 
28  Oct+  (RG)  and  Newport  25  Nov+  (P. 
Sorenson)  represented  a typical  fall.  A road- 
killed  Long-eared  Owl  at  Coos  Bay  14  Nov 
was  Coos’s  2nd  (RN);  this  species  is 
virtually  unknown  from  the  outer 
coast.  Boreal  Owls  were  reported  in 
large  numbers,  probably  due  in  part 
to  observer  effort,  with  17  in  Wash- 
ington and  4 in  Oregon,  all  from  es- 
tablished locations.  Common  Poor- 
wills  are  rarely  found  during  migra- 
tion, but  a virtual  fallout  of  7 was 
near  Corfu,  Grant  16  Sep  (RH), 
while  one  was  at  FEALE,  Benton  31 
Aug  (DR). 

A Black  Swift  at  Oregon  City, 
Clackamas  13  Oct  was  a month  late 
(L.  Fredd).  The  peak  Vaux’s  Swift  tal- 
ly was  25,000  at  the  Portland  roost 
23  Sep  (K.  Robillard).  Oregon’s  first 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  en- 
livened Pendleton,  Umatilla  14-17 
Sep  (A.  Skirvin).  Western  Washing- 
ton’s first  fall  Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
visited  S.  Prairie  Bog,  Skamania  3 Aug  (TSJ); 
the  few  prior  w.  Washington  records  had  all 
been  May-Jul.  Another  Black-chinned  in  N. 
Richland,  Benton  20  Sep  was  record  late  for 
Washington  (B.  Woodley).  Anna’s  Humming- 
birds continue  to  appear  sporadically  on  the 
eastside  beyond  their  established  colonies  in 
Klickitat  and  Deschutes , with  singles  in  Yaki- 
ma, Benton,  Walla  Walla,  and  Umatilla  11 
Aug-26  Oct.  A Costa’s  Hummingbird  at  S. 
Prairie,  Pierce  30  Sep  was  about  the  8th  for 
Washington  (tCW);  most  have  been  from 
Apr/May.  In  Oregon,  single  Costa’s  at  Port  Or- 
ford,  Cuny  through  8 Aug  (LM)  and  Bend  12 
Nov  (D.  Tracy)  represented  a typical  fall.  Sin- 
gle Calliope  Humingbirds,  not  annual  on  the 
westside  during  fall,  visited  Portland  20  Aug 
(WG)  and  Eugene  8 Oct  (D.  Gleason).  A Ru- 
fous/Allen’s Hummingbird  at  Olympia  24  Nov 
was  more  than  two  months  late  (if  indeed  a 
Rufous;  R.  Mraz). 

Acorn  Woodpeckers  continued  to  wander 
this  fall:  one  remained  at  Ft.  Simcoe,  Yakima 
through  13  Aug  (DG),  while  singles  appeared 


This  Ancient  Murrelet  was  found  scooting  on  its  belly  down  a snowy  Yakima,  Washing- 
ton street  on  28  November  2006.  Fortunately,  it  was  not  found  by  a predator  but  by  a 
birder.  It  was  kept  safe  in  a bathtub  and  fed  minced  shrimp  until  released  the  next  day 
on  Puget  Sound.  Photograph  by  Denny  Granstrand. 
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near  Cheney,  Spokane  8 Sep  (M.  & E Stout) 
and  W.  Bunch  Field,  Jefferson  3 Oct  (C.  & G. 
Bartlett);  the  only  more  northwesterly  record 
comes  from  near  Vancouver,  British  Columbia 
15  Jun  1996.  In  Oregon,  an  Acorn  wandered 
eastward  to  Upper  Klamath  L.  1 Oct  0-  Van 
Moorhem).  A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  at  Dav- 
enport, Lincoln  12  Sep  was  well  away  from  its 
montane  haunts  (MW,  GS);  there  is  but  a 
handful  of  such  records  for  the  Region.  Rare 
e.  of  the  Cascades,  single  Red-breasted  Sap- 
suckers  were  noted  at  Powell  Butte,  Crook  23 
Sep  (D.  Schas)  and  Qchoco  Res.,  Crook  2 Nov 
(R.  Robb).  A dusky-colored  Downy 
Woodpecker  of  the  gairdnerii  sub- 
species group  was  at  Grand  Coulee, 

Grant  25  Nov  (ph.  SM);  this  bird  was 
likely  of  the  subspecies  turati,  which  is 
resident  in  the  Cascades  and  had  not 
previously  been  recorded  this  far  east. 
Adding  to  the  whiff  of  a movement 
among  montane  species  were  out-of- 
place  Hairy  Woodpeckers  at  Vantage  4 
Sep  (CW)  and  Hood  Park,  Walla  Walla 
18  Sep  (M&MD).  Rare  in  w.  Washing- 
ton, an  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
pecker turned  up  at  Government 
Meadows,  King  20  Oct  (M.  Hobbs), 
while  one  at  Walton  L.  14  Aug  was  just 
the  2nd  for  Crook  (D.  Schas). 

PASSERINES 

A tally  of  59  Western  Wood-Pewees  at 
Bennington  L.,  Walla  Walla  3 Aug  was 
unprecedented  for  Washington 
(M&MD).  More  than  7 Least  Flycatch- 
ers were  reported  from  e.  Washington 
this  fall  into  early  Sep,  but  we  have 
growing  concerns  about  identification 
of  some  of  these  birds.  Particularly  no- 
table sightings  included  one  near  Elk, 

Pend  Oreille  1 Aug  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat  (MW)  and  a mist-netted  juv. 
that  confirmed  successful  breeding  at 
Turnbull  N.W.R.,  Spokane  17  Aug  (M. 


from  Douglas,  Adams,  and  Spokane.  A Dusky 
Flycatcher,  very  rare  on  the  westside  in  fall, 
visited  Cascade  Head,  Lincoln  10  Sep  (PP). 
Six  Say’s  Phoebes  in  w.  Oregon  was  about  the 
norm.  Western  Washington’s  20th  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  graced  Skagit  W.M.A.  20 
Aug  (SM,  K.  Morgan);  most  stray  Ash-throat- 
eds  are  found  mid-May-late  Jul.  Eight  Tropi- 
cal Kingbirds  this  fall,  21  Oct+,  was  subpar 
but  included  singles  away  from  the  outer 
coast  at  Seattle  16-23  Nov  (E  Lynch)  and  near 
Sauvie  I.  14  Nov+  (H.  Fritz).  A Western  King- 
bird near  Othello,  Adams  26  Sep  was  record 
late  for  e.  Washington  (BF),  and  one  near 
Seattle  3 Sep  was  about  a month  late  for  w. 


Washington,  where  not  annual  during  fall  (A. 
Knue). 

This  fall’s  westside  Loggerhead  Shrike  was 
at  Philomath,  Benton  8 Nov  (WDR).  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  was  at  College  Place,  Walla  Wal- 
la 4 Oct  (TJ.  & S.  Rogers);  Washington  has 
four  accepted  records,  all  late  Aug-early  Sep. 
Twelve  Blue  Jays,  1 Oct+,  was  supranormal; 
the  only  westside  birds  were  on  Guemes  I., 
Skagit  17-18  Oct  (H.  Armstrong,  GB).  West- 
ern Scrub-jays  continue  to  wander,  with  2 in 
Prosser,  Benton  30  Sep  (present  since  at  least 
1 Jan;  B.  Proebsting)  and  one  at  Wiley  City, 


Yakima  12  Oct  (K.  Bevis).  A Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  at  Richland,  Benton  19  Nov 
was  about  eight  weeks  late  for  the  eastside 
(BL,  NL).  Up  to  50,000  Bam  Swallows  roost- 
ed near  Dayton,  Yamhill  during  Aug-Sep.  A 
lowland  Mountain  Chickadee  at  Tacoma  1 
Sep  was  a bit  early  (G.  Stagner)  and  did  not 
presage  an  irruption  of  that  species  but  coin- 
cided with  a number  of  other  early  Sep  strays 
from  montane  habitats.  A Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee  wandered  a modest  distance  e.  of 
its  Cascade  Mt.  haunts  into  Yakima  24-30  Nov 
(R.  Repp),  while  5 foraging  in  Mt.  Ranier’s 
tundra  27  Sep  at  approximately  2400  m had 
wandered  up  rather  than  over  (TA). 

Rare  w.  of  the  Cascades,  a Rock  Wren  visit- 


ed Indian  1.,  Jefferson  18  Nov  (D.  Watkins).  A 
Bewick’s  Wren  at  Fields  24  Aug  continues  of 
recent  trend  of  reports  ne.  of  their  known 
range  in  the  Great  Basin  (C.  & M.  Miller).  A 
House  Wren  about  six  weeks  late  at  Bain- 
bridge  I.,  Kitsap  29  Oct  (BSW)  was  followed 
by  an  even  later  one  in  Tacoma  30  Nov  (tG. 
Stagner).  A Golden-crowned  Kinglet  sur- 
prised observers  100  km  off  Clatsop  25  Sep 
(JGi,  OS).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  near  Flo- 
rence, Lane  7-23  Oct  provided  a rare  coastal 
record  (AC,  J.  Sullivan).  A flock  of  9 Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  at  Cascade  Head,  Lincoln  21 
Oct  furnished  an  outer-coast  record 
high  count  (PP),  while  another  was  ex- 
ceptionally early  at  Vancouver  L.,  Clark 
13  Aug  (WC);  this  species  is  not  annu- 
al during  fall  w.  of  the  Cascades,  and 
most  such  records  come  from  the  W.V 
or  P.T.  during  Nov.  A Varied  Thrush 
was  at  White  Salmon,  Klickitat  5 Aug 
(SJ);  this  species  is  quite  rare  away 
from  breeding  areas  prior  to  mid-Sep.  A 
Gray  Catbird  at  Spencer  I.,  Snohomish 
22  Oct  was  in  w.  Washington,  where 
extremely  rare,  and  yielded  that  state’s 
latest  record  (tR.  Taylor).  The  Region 
had  a goodly  9 Northern  Mocking- 
birds, 7 in  Oregon  and  2 in  Washing- 
ton, 2 Sep+;  a fledgling  near 
Charleston,  Coos  9 Sep  had  likely 
hatched  nearby  (Paul  Sullivan).  A Sage 
Thrasher  at  L.  Selmac  16  Oct  was  a 
Josephine  first  and  yielded  a very  rare 
westside  fall  record  (C.  Karlen,  Paul 
Sullivan).  A tally  of  75  Sage  Thrashers 
near  Vantage  26  Aug  was  apparently  a 
Washington  record  (SM,  CW,  Bp  RTS). 
A Brown  Thrasher  was  near  Eugene  9 
Nov+  (D.  Turner,  R.  Robb.);  this 
species  is  now  nearly  annual  in  Ore- 
gon, typically  late  May-late  Jul.  A Bo- 
hemian Waxwing,  no  longer  annual  on 
the  westside,  was  at  Mt.  Vernon  29  Nov 
(S.  Lospalhito). 

Washington’s  2nd  Biue-winged  Warbler 
was  a molting  ad.  at  McCarteney  Cr.,  Douglas 
1 Aug  and  had  undoubtedly  summered  local- 
ly (ph.  D.  Stephens).  Similarly,  2 Tennessee 
Warblers  near  Boundary,  Stevens  6 Aug  had 
likely  summered  (tGS).  Another  Tennessee  at 
Washtucna,  Adams  22  Sep  was  less  surprising 
(BF),  but  4 in  Oregon  16-21  Sep  was  quadru- 
ple the  norm.  An  apparent  celata  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  provided  excellent  views  at 
Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  2 Sep  (fSM,  CW,  BSW, 
RH).  Fifty  migrant  Nashville  Warblers  at  Bird 
Cr.  Meadows,  Yakima  6 Aug  likely  set  a Wash- 
ington record  (BT).  Not  quite  annual  during 
fall,  a Chestnut-sided  Warbler  enlivened 
Frenchglen,  Harney  16  Sep  (TR).  Washing- 


Hooded  Orioles  are  wry  rare  in  fall  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  where  most  records 
are  from  spring  or  early  summer.  This  bird  visited  a feeder  at  Port  Orferd,  Curry 
County,  Oregon  26  (here)  and  27  October  2006.  Photograph  by  Lois  Miller. 
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ton’s  13th  Magnolia  Warbler  adorned 
Sprague  L.,  Lincoln  4 Sep  (TA);  Magnolias  at 
Malheur  15  Sep  (TR,  AC)  and  Thompson 
Res.,  Lake  16  Sep  (W.  Nelson)  added  to  about 
40  Oregon  records.  Oregon’s  16th  Cape  May 
Warbler  brightened  Portland  13  Oct  (J. 
Gatchet);  most  prior  records  are  from  spring 
in  se.  Oregon.  Four  Black-throated  Gray  War- 
blers e.  of  the  Cascades  in  Washington,  26 
Aug-17  Sep,  was  about  twice  the  norm.  Ore- 
gon’s 12th  Prairie  Warbler  was  near  Florence, 
Lane  25  Sep  (TW.  Schmidt).  Palm  Warblers, 
rare  away  from  the  outer  coast,  showed  well, 
with  3 in  the  PT./W.V  24  Sep-13  Oct  plus  2 
singles  on  the  eastside:  L.  of  Woods,  Pend  Or- 
eille 14  Sep  (MM)  and  Columbia  Hill,  Klicki- 
tat 21  Oct  (SJ).  Also  of  note  was  a Palm  War- 
bler at  approximately  1300  m on  Marys  Peak, 
Benton  24  Sep  (WDR).  Four  Blackpoll  War- 
blers appeared  in  Washington,  adding  to 
about  20  prior  records:  Sentinel  Bluffs,  Grant 
3 Sep  (BF),  Moses  L.,  Grant  7 Sep  (tDSc), 
Sprague  L.  13  Sep  (ph.  PS,  GS),  and  Ridge- 
field 17-30  Sep  (tG.  Fredricks);  the  latter  was 
only  w.  Washington’s  2nd  and  was  the  latest 
ever  for  that  state.  Surprisingly,  none  were 
found  in  Oregon.  The  only  Black-and-white 
Warbler  was  at  Bend  4 Oct  (C.  & M.  Miller). 
Five  westside  American  Redstarts,  24  Aug-29 
Sep,  was  about  three  times  the  norm.  An 
Ovenbird  at  Malheur  7-10  Sep  was  quite  rare 
for  fall  (L.  Scuwe);  the  vast  majority  of 
records  are  from  May/Jun.  A surprising  8 mi- 
grant Northern  Waterthrushes  were  detected 
in  Washington,  15  Aug-4  Oct,  split  evenly  be- 
tween east  and  westside;  one  at  Rancho  Rea- 
ta,  Benton  4 Oct  was  the  latest  ever  for  e. 
Washington  (N.  Ofsthun);  another  migrant 
was  in  Oregon  at  Malheur  17  Sep  (AC).  The 
Kent,  King  Yellow-breasted  Chat  lingered 
through  27  Aug  (CW),  while  one  at  Mary- 
moor  Park,  King  13  Sep  provided  a very  late, 
and  very  rare,  fall  w.  Washington  record  (O. 
& G.  Oliver). 

Western  Washington’s  6th  Green-tailed 
Towhee,  and  first  for  fall,  was  at  Kent,  King  2 
Oct  (tEH).  An  American  Tree  Sparrow  was 
unusually  far  s.  on  the  westside  at  Millicoma 
Marsh,  Coos  7 Nov  (TR).  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  again  found  in  excellent  numbers. 
Following  recent  trends,  6 of  7 in  e.  Wash- 
ington were  detected  in  early  Sep;  the  outlier 
was  in  potential  breeding  habitat  near  Mar- 
ble, Stevens  6 Aug  (GS).  On  the  westside,  4 
were  in  w.  Oregon  and  2 in  w.  Washington, 
all  but  one  7 Oct+,  as  is  typical.  A Brewer’s 
Sparrow  near  Windy  Gap,  King  (elevation 
approximately  1400  in)  24  Sep  was  only 
about  w.  Washington’s  9th  and  2nd  for  fall 
(EH);  annual  during  fall  in  the  W.V.,  single 
Brewer’s  were  found  at  Finley  N.W.R.,  Benton 


17  Aug  (WDR)  and  at  Brownsville,  Linn  18 
Aug  0-  Fontaine).  A Vesper  Sparrow  visited 
Johns  R.,  Grays  Harbor  24  Sep  (KAn);  this 
species  is  no  longer  annual  during  fall  in  w. 
Washington.  Lark  Sparrows,  rare  in  w.  Ore- 
gon away  from  the  Rogue  Valley,  included  2 
at  Cape  Blanco  in  late  Aug  and  another  tardy 
bird  there  in  early  Nov  (TJW).  Western 
Washington’s  4th  Grasshopper  Sparrow 
graced  Ebey  1.,  Snohomish  21  Oct  (tSM);  the 
only  other  state  record  after  Sep  was  also 
from  the  westside  (22  Oct  2002).  A Red  Fox 
Sparrow  at  Olympia  1 1-18  Nov  was  about  the 
20lh  for  Washington  (ph.  KB).  Ten  Swamp 
Sparrows  in  Washington  (28  Sep+)  and  16  in 
Oregon  (7  Oct+)  represented  another  good 
fall.  Of  note,  4 were  on  the  eastside,  where 
now  found  regularly.  White-throated  Spar- 
rows showed  well  this  fall,  highlighted  by  14 
at  Millicoma  Marsh,  Coos  19  Nov  (TR).  After 
last  year’s  dismal  showing,  6 Harris’s  Spar- 
rows appeared  in  Oregon  and  5 in  Washing- 
ton, 10  Oct+,  the  best  fall  total  since  2001.  A 
Slate-colored  J unco  at  Richland,  Benton  3 Sep 
was  record  early  (J-  Meisel).  Washington’s 
first  Smith’s  Longspur  adorned  Marymoor 
Park,  King  30  Aug  (M.  Hobbs,  ph.  Ollie  Oliv- 
er, tMBa);  the  few  records  from  Oregon  and 
California  are  mostly  mid-Sep-late  Oct.  Four 
of  Oregon’s  5 Chestnut-collared  Longspurs 
were  along  the  coast,  2 Oct-12  Nov,  where 
now  annual;  the  5th  was  at  Lost  Creek  Res., 
Jackson  21  Oct  (N.  Barrett). 

Two  male  and  one  female  Northern  Cardi- 
nal at  Burley,  Kitsap  Jul-Aug  (fide  K.  Brown) 
were  not  far  from  Gig  Harbor,  where  a female 
found  May  2005  later  proved  to  be  an  es- 
capee. A male  cardinal  was  also  in  Spokane  1 
Oct  ( fide  CC).  The  pattern  of  occurrence  in 
Alberta  strongly  suggests  natural  vagrancy  to 
that  province,  yet  this  species  also  seems  to 
be  a relatively  common  cage  bird,  and  distin- 
guishing potential  vagrants  from  escaped 
cage  birds  in  our  Region  seems  nearly  im- 
possible. A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  very 
rare  during  fall  in  Washington,  was  at  Wash- 
tucna,  Adams  8 Sep  (ph.  P&RS);  2 Rose- 
breasteds  in  Oregon  was  about  average.  Ore- 
gon’s 6th  Blue  Grosbeak  visited  Pistol  R., 
Curry  8 Sep  (D.  Munson,  ph.  B.  Stewart),  the 
same  location  where  the  state’s  4th  had  been 
recorded  a year  ago.  An  Indigo  Bunting  at 
Washtucna  2 Sep  was  about  the  19th  for 
Washington  but  only  about  the  3rd  fall  mi- 
grant (BF,  tSM,  tBSW,  RH). 

A congregation  of  120  Bobolinks  at 
McKenzie  Meadows,  Pend  Oreille  1 Aug  likely 
set  a Washington  record  (MW).  A migrant 
Bobolink,  rarely  found  in  Washington, 
stopped  at  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin  8 Sep  (JW). 
On  the  Oregon  coast,  where  nearly  annual, 


migrant  Bobolinks  visited  N.S.C.B.  8 Aug 
(TR)  and  Cascade  Head,  Lincoln  25  Aug  (PP). 
Tricolored  Blackbirds  showed  evidence  of 
continued  range  expansion,  including  2 at 
Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  11  Nov  (M&MD)  and 
about  15  at  ER.R.  7-15  Aug  0-  Sullivan).  Top 
counts  for  Washington  came  from  Othello, 
Adams,  with  50  on  8 Sep  (SM,  BF)  and  14 
Nov  (RH).  Rare  on  the  outer  coast,  a Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  visited  Gearhart,  Clatsop  22 
Oct  (D.  Haller).  Three  Rusty  Blackbirds  in 
Washington,  10  Oct-6  Nov,  represented  a typ- 
ical fall.  Coos  hosted  the  only  Great-tailed 
Grackles,  with  singles  at  Lakeside  15  Oct-18 
Nov  (fide  TR)  and  N.S.C.B.  21  Oct  (RN).  A 
Hooded  Oriole  stopped  at  Port  Orford,  Curry 
26-27  Oct  (LM),  while  Douglas’s  first  was  at 
Reedsport  24-25  Nov  (T.  Gannon);  though 
nearly  annual  in  Oregon,  most  records  are 
from  spring/early  summer.  A Baltimore  Oriole 
brightened  Malheur  17  Sep  (AC);  though  the 
species  is  annual  in  Oregon  during  spring/ 
summer,  this  is  the  first  fall  sighting  since 
1998. 

Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  seemed  un- 
usually prevalent,  highlighted  by  a Hepburn’s 
at  O.S.  29  Oct,  probably  only  the  2nd  ever  on 
the  Washington  coast,  and  26+  at  Mary’s 
Peak,  Benton  20  Qct+  (WDR).  Pine  Grosbeaks 
appeared  in  small  numbers  at  lowlands 
throughout  the  Region,  where  typically  very 
rare.  The  first  was  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  28 
Oct  (G.  Blevins),  and  the  southernmost  were 
2 near  Portland  30  Nov  (WG).  Rare  w.  of  the 
Cascades,  single  Cassin’s  Finches  were  at  Fin- 
ley N.W.R.  18  Sep  (WDR)  and  Larch  ML, 
Multnomah  15  Nov  (KT).  Very  rare  in  the  Co- 
lumbia Basin,  a Red  Crossbill  favored  Lyons 
Ferry,  Franklin  20  Oct  (M&MD).  The  only 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  singles  near 
Cutthroat  Pass,  Skagit  13  Aug  (GB)  and  Larch 
Mt.  18  Nov  (JG).  Common  Redpolls  showed 
signs  of  irrupting  as  early  as  late  Oct,  when 
extremely  rare,  with  singles  at  Browns  Creek, 
Pend  Oreille  27  Oct  (GS)  and  Portland  25  Oct 
(N.  Brown)  plus  15  at  Enterprise,  Union  28 
Oct  (KT);  other  w.  Oregon  sightings,  where 
very  rare,  included  14  at  Basket!  Slough,  Polk 
28  Nov  (R.  P.  Moore),  2 at  Nehalem,  Tillam- 
ook 23  Nov  (P  Blanton),  and  2 at  Astoria  27 
Nov+  (MP).  Lesser  Goldfinches  continue  to 
expand  in  Washington.  This  species  seems 
formerly  bred  in  Clark  but  disappeared  from 
there  in  1991.  This  year,  however,  a family 
group  was  found  there  in  May,  and  this  fall  2 
were  at  Camas  26  Aug  (WC),  plus  local 
Audubon  members  reported  Lessers  at  eight 
additional  sites  (fide  WC).  In  the  RT.,  a Less- 
er visited  Spencer  1.,  Snohomish  6 Aug  (tS. 
Atkinson);  there  are  only  about  six  previous 
RT.  records,  the  first  of  which  was  in  1994. 
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Evening  Grosbeaks  were  unusually  numer- 
ous, evidenced  by  154  at  Battle  Ground,  Clark 
22  Sep  (J O)  and  500  at  Wickiup  Res.,  De- 
schutes 9 Oct  (S.  Dougill). 

Addenda:  A Snowy  Owl  was  at  Penrose  Pt., 
Pierce  9 jul  2006,  the  Region’s  first  summer 
record  (tM.  Cain).  Grant’s  first  Ruffed  Grouse 
was  at  Northrop  Canyon  20  Jun  2006  (MB). 

Corrigenda:  The  Washington  B.R.C.  did  not 
accept  the  Scarlet  Tanager  reported  from 
Washtucna,  Adams  2 Oct  2006  or  the  Balti- 
more Orioles  from  Vantage,  Kittitas  23  May 
2006  and  Sequim,  Clallam  24  May  2006. 
However,  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at 
Monumental  Dam,  Walla  Walla  1 Jan  2006 
was  accepted,  bringing  the  Washington  total 
to  six  records  (TM&MD). 


Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Kathy  Andrich  (KAn),  Tom  Aversa 
(WA),  Matt  Bartels  (MBa),  Jessie  Barry,  Gary 
Bletsch,  Keith  Brady,  Trent  Bray  (Union), 
Marv  Breece,  Wilson  Cady,  Bill  Clemons,  Alan 
Contreras,  Craig  Corder  (Spokane),  Cameron 
Cox  (CCx),  Jim  Danzenbaker,  Mike&  Merry- 
Lynn  Denny  (M&MD),  Dennis  Duffy,  Matt 
Dufort  (MDu),  Joe  Engler  (Clark),  Dan  Far- 
rar, Bob  Flores,  Andy  Frank,  Chuck  Gates 
(Crook),  Joel  Geier,  Roy  Gerig  (Marion,  Polk), 
Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg  Gillson,  Wink  Gross,  Den- 
ny Granstrand  (Yakima),  Randy  Hill,  Eugene 
Hunn,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klickitat),  Bruce 
LaBar  (BLB),  Bill  LaFramboise  (lower  Co- 
lumbia Basin),  Nancy  LaFramboise,  Tom 
Mickel  (Lane),  Craig  & Marilyn  Miller  (C.  & 
M.  Miller;  Deschutes,  Jefferson),  Lois  Miller, 
Scott  Mills  (SMi),  Russ  Namitz,  Harry  Nehls 


(Oregon),  Vic  Nelson,  Bob  Norton  (Olympic 
Pen.),  Michael  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Diane 
Pettey,  Phil  Pickering,  W.  Douglas  Robinson 
(Benton,  Linn)  Doug  Robberson,  Dennis 
Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos,  Curry), 
Owen  Schimdt,  Doug  Schonewald  (DSc), 
Ryan  T.  Shaw  (RTS),  Gina  Sheridan,  Kevin 
Spencer  (Klamath),  Patrick  and  Ruth  Sullivan 
(P&RS),  Khahn  Tran,  Dennis  Vroman 
( Josephine ),  Brad  Waggoner  (BSW),  Terry  J. 
Wahl  (TJW),  Jay  Withgott,  Michael 
Woodruff,  Charlie  Wright.  © 
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Olympia,  Washington  98507,  (Sebnabgill@aol.com) 


Northern  California  | 


Davidson  Seamount 


Steven  A,  Glover  Ed  Partdolfimo 
Scott  B.  Terrill  | Michael  M.  Rogers 


Weather  in  the  Region  was  typical 
for  fall,  cool  and  foggy  along  the 
coast  and  hot  inland.  Whatever  the 
weather  conditions,  it  was  another  outstand- 
ing fall  in  terms  of  both  the  variety  and  over- 
all numbers  of  vagrant  waterbirds  and  passer- 
ines. Highlights  included  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Duck,  Streaked  and  Greater  Shearwaters, 
Zone-tailed  Hawk,  Red-necked  and  Long- 
toed Stints,  Common  Ground-Dove,  Alder 
and  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers  and,  best  of  all,  a 
first  state  record — Taiga  Flycatcher.  The  va- 


grant warbler  season  also  drew  raves,  with 
numbers  of  both  species  and  individuals  hear- 
kening back  to  the  “glory  days”  of  the  1970s 
and  1980s. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Lab);  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.);  C.V  (Cen- 
tral Valley);  C.R.P  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve, 
Sacramento );  EL  (Southeast  Farallon  I.,  San 
Francisco );  ER.B.O.  (Pt.  Reyes  B.O.);  S.F  (San 
Francisco,  not  State  Forest);  U.C.H.R.E.C. 
(University  of  California  Hopland  Research 
and  Extension  Center,  Mendocino).  Reports  of 
exceptional  vagrants  submitted  without  doc- 
umentation are  not  published.  Documenta- 
tion of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  for- 
warded to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  RO.  Box 
275,  Imperial  Beach,  California  91933.  Birds 
banded  on  El.  should  be  credited  to  Pt.  Reyes 
B.O.  and  those  banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to 
the  Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana 
Wilderness  Society. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  QUAIL 

Up  to  4 secretive  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at 
the  “Dead  Pig  Pond”  n.  of  Angiola,  Tulare  9 
Oct+  included  2 juvs.  starting  1 1 Oct  (Tony 
Kurz,  GaW,  JSy,  m.ob.).  It  is  tempting  to  hope 
these  birds  may  have  bred  nearby;  they  are 
now  rare  anywhere  in  the  state.  A count  of 
4800  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  L.  Earl, 
Del  Norte  1 Oct  (ADB,  Onik  T.  Arian)  is  the 
highest  number  ever  recorded  in  nw.  Califor- 
nia (fide  ADB);  the  same  day,  5000  were  not- 


ed w.  of  Red  Bluff,  Tehama  (BED).  Two  ad. 
Emperor  Geese  at  the  Big  R.  mouth,  Mendoci- 
no 24  Nov  (TDT,  t Richard  Hubacek,  tOAJ) 
were  last  seen  flying  northward;  presumably 
the  same  2 were  involved  in  a report  farther  s. 
near  the  Pt.  Arena  lighthouse,  Mendocino  the 
next  day  (Pete  Panchin).  Another  was  at  the 
Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  27  Nov  (Kyle  Spra- 
gens,  ph.  KGR,  m.ob.).  Two  Ross’s  Geese  with 
26  Snow  Geese  at  Indian  Springs  Res.  3 Nov 
(TEa)  were  the  first  found  in  Alpine.  Brant  in- 
side S.E  Bay  included  one  at  Pt.  Isabel  in 
Richmond,  Contra  Costa  17-20  Oct  (Alan  Ka- 
plan), likely  the  same  bird  nearby  at  Albany, 
Alameda/Contra  Costa  28  Oct  (Jack  Hayden), 
and  one  at  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  12  Nov+  (vt. 
Manny  Vara,  Virginia  Marshall,  mob.).  A 
Cackling  Goose  at  Carson  Valley  26  Nov 
(TEa,  JCS)  was  only  the  2nd  for  Alpine  and 
the  first  leucopareia.  The  only  Cackling  Goose 
not  identified  as  either  this  subspecies  or  min- 
ima was  a tavemeri  captured  and  measured  20 
Oct-2  Nov  at  F.I.  (P.R.B.O.).  A Barnacle 
Goose  x Cackling  Goose  hybrid  was  at  Hay- 
ward R.S.,  Alameda  13  Aug,  where  one  or  2 
such  birds  have  been  reported  sporadically  for 
17  years  (RJR).  A Dusky  Canada  Goose  (occi- 
dentalis)  at  Venice  S.B.  12  Nov+  (ph.  Garrett 
Lau,  RSTh,  m.ob.)  was  the  first  found  in  San 
Mateo ; our  notebooks  have  no  previous 
records  away  from  Del  Norte  and  Humboldt, 
where  this  subspecies  is  a rare  winter  visitor. 
The  Long  Valley,  Mono  Trumpeter  Swan  re- 
ported last  season  remained  through  22  Oct 


VOLUME  61  (2007)  . NUMBER  1 


135 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


This  cooperative  immature  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at  Pescadero  Creek,  San  Mateo 
County,  California  18-27  {here  24)  November  2006.  Photograph  by  Ron  Wolfe. 


(irt.ob.).  Four  Bewicks  Swans  were  ne.  of 
Marysville,  Yuba  10  Nov  (JHS).  Five  Tundra 
Swans  at  the  Madera  W.T.P.  29  Nov  (Pete  Fa- 
hey, Frank  Gibson)  furnished  one  of  few 
records  for  Madera. 

A Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Pardee  Pond  27  Nov 
(HG,  DCR)  was  only  the  2nd  for  Calaveras.  A 
male  American  Wigeon  x Mallard  hybrid  was 
reported  from  the  Ukiah  S.T.P,  Mendocino  17 
Nov  (CEV).  An  imm.  female  Tufted  Duck  at 
Heenan  Res.  19  Nov  (tSAG)  was  a first  for 
Alpine;  other  Tufted  Ducks  were  at  L.  Merritt, 
Alameda  12  Nov  (Bob  Battagin)  and  L.  Hen- 
nessey, Napa  15-30  Nov  (MBe).  A White- 
winged Scoter  at  O’Neill  Forebay,  Merced  18 
Nov  (KW)  was  a surprising  inland  occur- 
rence of  this  declining  species.  Eight  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  reported,  including  the  6th 
for  Shasta  at  Fall  River  L.  18  Nov  (Ken  Able 
et  al.,  ph.  B&rCY)  and  one  at  Mono  L.,  Mono 
28  Oct+  (K.  Duvall,  rn.ob.);  the  summering 
male  in  Mendocino  was  last  noted  28  Aug 
(tKHv).  Six  juv.  Hooded  Mergansers  at  the 
Little  R.  mouth,  Humboldt  19  Aug  (RbF,  KGR) 
strongly  suggest  nearby  breeding.  California 
Quail  bred  late  again  in  Santa  Cruz , with  3 
ten-day  old  young  accompanied  by  an  ad. 
male  along  Glen  Canyon  Rd.  27  Sep  (BSch). 

LOONS  THROUGH  BOOBIES 

A Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at  Eureka,  Humboldt 
13  Aug-22  Sep  (ph.  RbF,  tDFx,  m.ob.),  and 
possibly  the  same  bird  was  reported  from 
Shelter  Cove,  Humboldt  1 Nov  (RBS).  A well- 
photographed  juv.  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at 
Pescadero  Cr.  mouth,  San  Mateo  18-27  Nov 
(FrT,  RSTh,  ph.  m.ob.).  “Al”  the  Laysan  Alba- 
tross returned  to  Ft.  Arena  Cove,  Mendocino 
24  Nov  (Rosie  Rhia)  for  its  14th  consecutive 
winter.  Another  Laysan  was  seen  off  Ft. 
Bragg,  Mendocino  13  Aug  (ShJ).  A distant 
Mottled  Petrel  was  seen  from  FI.  26  Nov 
(tJTz).  Now  apparently  annual  in  summer 
and  early  fall,  a Galapagos/Hawaiian  Petrel 


was  well  documented  off  Ft. 
Bragg,  Mendocino  13  Aug  (LHg, 
ph.  RyT,  vt.  LLu,  ph.  m.ob.). 
Two  Streaked  Shearwaters 
were  on  Monterey  Bay:  one  15 
km  w.  of  Cypress  Pt.,  Monterey 
30  Sep  (SBT,  ph.  BLS,  ph.  LTer 
et  al.)  and  a 2nd  (determined  to 
be  a different  bird  by  photo- 
graphs) 15  Oct  (DVP,  ph.  SNGH 
et  al.)  that  was  seen  in  both 
Monterey  and  Santa  Cruz.  Flesh- 
footed Shearwaters  were  present 
in  good  numbers,  as  exempli- 
fied by  31  on  Monterey  Bay, 
Santa  Cruz  and  Monterey  22  Oct 
(Shj).  A well-documented 
Greater  Shearwater  was  on  Monterey  Bay  in 
Santa  Cmz  and  Monterey  15  Oct  (ph.  SNGH 
et  al.),  on  the  same  trip  with  one  of  the 
Streaked  Shearwaters!  Buller’s  Shearwaters 
peaked  at  1340  and  2750  on  Monterey  Bay, 
Monterey  and  Santa  Cruz , 10  Sep  and  7 Oct, 
respectively  (Shj),  with  single  flocks  estimat- 


This  Galapagos/Hawaiian  Petrel  put  on  a twenty-minute  show 
as  it  circled  the  boat  off  Fort  Bragg,  Mendocino  County,  Cali- 
fornia B August  2006;  the"Dark-rumped  Petrel"  (now  consid- 
ered two  species)  has  been  found  increasingly  frequently  off 
California  in  recent  years.  Photograph  by  Don  Doolittle. 

ed  to  contain  up  to  1000  birds.  These  num- 
bers represent  substantial  concentrations  for 
the  Region.  After  the  first  accepted  record  in 
California  in  1993,  Manx  Shearwaters  have 
proven  to  be  annual,  and  reports  have  been 
increasing  in  recent  years.  This  year,  22  to  25 
were  reported,  with  many  documented. 
While  some  of  these  reports  may  involve  the 
same  birds,  most  do  not.  Records  spanned  the 
coast  from  Humboldt  to  Monterey,  where  most 
of  the  records  occurred.  After  several  years  of 
absence  or  near  absence  in  the  Region,  Black- 
vented  Shearwaters  returned  to  Monterey  Bay 
with  a maximum  of  1000+  on  15  Oct  (Shj). 

Nineteen  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  were  re- 


ported, with  a maximum  of  8 near  Cordell 
Bank,  Marin  7 Aug  (RS  et  al.).  Nine  Ashy 
Storm-Petrels  off  Del  Norte  22  Oct  (PP)  pro- 
vided a long  overdue  county  first.  As  is  usual 
in  recent  years,  a few  Least  Storm-Petrels 
were  on  Monterey  Bay  Santa  Cruz  9-30  Sep 
(Shj  et  al.).  Brown  Boobies  continued  their 
push  into  the  Region  in  unprecedented  num- 
bers. Singles  were  at  Sinkyone  Wilderness 
S.P.,  Mendocino  8-9  Aug  (JRW,  Nikki  White), 
off  Santa  Cruz  15  Oct  (subad.  female;  ph. 
SNGH,  vt.  LLu  et  al),  and  at  Humboldt  Bay 
Humboldt  29  Nov-5  Dec  (tKMS,  Karly  Moore 
et  al.).  The  latter  was  only  the  2nd  sulid  re- 
ported in  Humboldt  and  the  first  to  be  identi- 
fied to  species.  Amazingly,  a 2nd  Brown  Boo- 
by an  ad.  female,  was  found  at  Humboldt  Bay 
3 Dec,  and  both  birds  were  seen  through  5 
Dec.  The  ad.  female  was  thought  to  be  the 
same  bird  as  an  ad.  female  seen  flying  past  Pt. 

St.  George,  Del  Norte  1 Nov  (ADB,  Joe  D. 
Gartland),  a first  for  that  county.  Three  fe- 
males, 2 ads.,  and  a subad.  were  on  FI.  (tMtB, 
ph.  JTz,  tRbF  et  al.).  At  least  one  ad.  was 
present  there  20  Aug-30  Nov,  at  least  2 were 
present  26  Sep-12  Nov,  and  at  least  3 birds 
were  present  20  Oct-1  Nov. 

HERONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  only  Least  Bittern  reported  was  Lake’s 
8th,  at  Clear  L.  8 Aug  (SCH).  The  Del  Norte 
Little  Blue  Heron  was  found  molting  into  ad. 
plumage  27  Aug-18  Oct  at  the  Smith  R.  estu- 
ary (ph.  Dick  Cronberg,  ph.  ADB,  m.ob.),  and 
later  back  where  first  discovered  in  Feb  at  the 
Alexandre  Dairy  near  Ft.  Dick  20-21  Nov 
(ADB,  Onik  T.  Arian,  Joe  D.  Gartland).  The 
only  other  Little  Blue  Heron  reported  was  a 
juv.  at  the  Yolo  Bypass  W.A.,  Yolo  8-9  Aug 
(TFi,  CLZ,  JSL).  Cattle  Egret  reports  included 
the  first  in  San  Mateo  in  several  years  at  Red- 
wood City  21-25  Aug  (Rich  Ferrick  et  al.), 
one  at  Burris  Creek  W.A.  2 Sep  (4th  for 
Tehama;  BED),  2 at  the  Ukiah  S.T.P.  15  Sep 
(very  few  recent  Mendocino  records;  CEV, 
GEC),  the  first  record  for  Santa  Cruz,  Santa 
Cruz  in  a number  of  years,  along  West  Cliff 
Drive  25  Sep  (SGe),  and  Lake’s  2nd  at  Robin- 
son L.  27  Oct  (GEC).  White-faced  Ibis  were 
reported  from  seven  coastal  counties  19 
Aug-21  Nov;  177  at  Navy  Beach,  Mono  L.  15- 
16  Aug  (BrtM)  was  a high  count  for  Mono. 

Early  juv.  Northern  Goshawks  in  surpris- 
ing locations  included  one  at  Bear  R.  Ridge, 
Humboldt  22  Aug  (tDFx)  and  another  at  the 
Madera  W.T.P.,  Madera  5 Sep  (JND).  The  ■ 
Sonoma  Common  Black-Hawk  was  last  seen 
at  Laguna  de  Santa  Rosa  7 Oct  (Stan  Moore); 
presumably  the  same  bird  was  seen  flying  far- 
ther n.  near  the  Sonoma  County  Airport  19 
Sep  (Elmer  Dudik).  Fifteen  Broad-winged 
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Hawks  were  reported  from  five  coastal  coun- 
ties 16  Sep-30  Oct.  Late  Swainson’s  Hawks 
included  birds  at  Ed  Levin  C.P.,  Santa  Clara 
17  Oct  (Randy  Little),  the  Presidio,  S.F.  10 
Nov  (JsC),  and  sw.  of  Madera,  Madera  27  Nov 
(JND).  A Zone-tailed  Hawk  seen  7 Nov  along 
Summit  Rd.  se.  of  Hwy.  17  (tDLSu)  was  a first 
for  both  Santa  Clara  and  Santa  Cruz.  Harlan’s 
Hawks  returned  for  an  8th  winter  near  Hum- 
boldt Bay,  Humboldt  4 Nov+  (ph.  ScC  et  al.) 
and  for  a 4th  winter  along  Barker  Rd.  e.  of 
Hwy.  33,  Kings  14  Nov  (JSy).  A Ferruginous 
Hawk  at  EL  25  Oct  (Andy  Pfeffer,  tJTz  et  al.) 
made  only  the  2nd  island  record.  Rough- 
legged Hawks  were  reported  from  coastal 
counties  in  good  numbers  27  Sep-26  Nov,  in- 
cluding 3 at  EL  10  Nov  (Andy  Pfeffer  et  al.). 
An  ad.  Crested  Caracara  continued  in  coastal 
n.  Monterey  through  the  period  (m.ob.);  an- 
other briefly  seen  8 km  s.  of  Gilroy  8 Oct 
would  be  Santa  Clara's  first  if  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  (tMike  & Jeanne  Fritz).  Early  Mer- 
lins returned  to  Del  Norte  1 1 Aug  (ADB)  and 
Humboldt  12  Aug  (RBS).  An  overdue  first  for 
Del  Norte,  2 imm.  Common  Moorhens  were 
at  L.  Earl  26  Sep  (SMcA).  A single  Sandhill 
Crane  flying  s.  over  Lewiston  L.  7 Oct  (Dale 
Kuhn)  was  one  of  very  few  found  in  Trinity. 

SHOREBIRDS 

It  was  a good  fall  for  American  Golden- 
Plovers,  with  11  juvs.  found  16  Sep-17  Nov, 
including  2 undocumented  reports  from 
Matin;  remarkably,  6 of  these  birds  were  first 
found  in  Nov,  which  is  late.  Following  the  Sep 
Marin  birds,  one  was  at  MacKerricher  S.P, 
Mendocino  1-5  Oct  (ph.  tMMtt,  DT,  KHv), 
and  up  to  2 were  at  the  Yolo  Bypass 
W.A.,  Yoio  24-26  Oct  (tStefan 
Schlick,  ph.  Jon  Katz,  tjennifer 
Rycenga  et  al.).  Up  to  4 birds  were 
found  at  the  Areata  Bottoms,  Hum- 
boldt 1-8  Nov  (ph.  KGR,  DCo,  RbF, 
ph.  ScC).  One  at  the  Sacramento 
Regional  W.T.P.  6-15  Nov  (ph. 
tCCo,  JTr,  EP,  KLL,  m.ob.)  and  at 
the  nearby  Stone  Lakes  N.W.R.  17 
Nov  (JSL,  RHw  et  al.)  was  only  the 
2nd  for  Sacramento.  The  last  was 
present  in  Milpitas,  Santa  Clara  6- 
12  Nov  (tSCR,  RGJ,  ph.  Peggy 
Don,  ph.  tMMR,  m.ob.).  A Snowy 
Plover  n.  of  Pleasant  Grove  15-16 
Aug  (FrO,  SAG,  JSL)  was  Sutter's 
3rd.  Seventeen  Solitary  Sandpipers 
in  11  counties  6 Aug-24  Sep  was 
about  average.  The  Madera  W.T.P.  attracted 
many  notable  shorebirds,  including  Madera’s 
first  record  of  Willet  20  Aug-3  Sep  (GaW, 
Pete  Fahey,  JND,  m.ob.),  2nd  of  Marbled 
Godwit  25  Aug  (4  birds;  JND),  first  of  Ruddy 


This  Streaked  Shearwater  (center),  with  Pink-footed  Shearwater  and  Pomarine  Jaeger,  spent  nearly  an  hour  with  birders  in 
Monterey  Bay,  California  30  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 


Turnstone  31  Aug-3  Sep  (ad.  and  juv.;  FrO, 
GaW,  m.ob.),  3rd  and  4th  of  Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  15  Aug  and  7 Sep  (juvs.;  JND,  JSy), 
and  first  of  Ruff  1-8  Sep  (juv.  male;  GaW, 
m.ob.).  A Hudsonian  Godwit  at  the  Davis 
Wetlands  1 Sep  (tJKn)  would  be  the  first  for 
Yolo  if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.  A beautifully 
photographed  juv.  Bar-tailed  Godwit  at  MacK- 
erricher S.P.  6-16  Aug  (ph.  tMMtt,  tDT, 
tJRW,  TGEC,  vt.  LLu,  m.ob.)  was  Mendocino’s 
2nd;  another  flying  n.  past  Ano  Nuevo  Pt.  3 
Sep  (PJM)  would  be  San  Mateo’s  4th. 


One  of  several  recorded  in  fall  2006  off  California,  this  Streaked  Shearwater  was  pho- 
tographed in  Monterey  Bay  on  15  October;  the  species  has  been  detected  annually  in  the 

Region  in  recent  years.  Photograph  by  Steven  N.  G.  Howell. 

About  42  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
reported  in  18  counties,  with  the  last  being  at 
FI.  16  Sep  (RbF).  A worn  ad.  Red-necked 
Stint  at  L.  Tolowa  1 1 Aug  (vt.  Lucas  Brueg)  is 
the  2nd  for  Del  Norte  and  the  5th  for  the  Re- 


gion. A Long-toed  Stint  reported  from  the 
Caspar  Cr.  mouth  23  Aug  (tJRW,  tDT)  would 
be  Mendocino’s  first  and  California’s  2nd  if  ac- 
cepted by  the  C.B.R.C.  Bairds  Sandpipers 
were  widely  reported  3 Aug-29  Sep;  one  at 
Moonglow  Dairy,  Monterey  26  Nov  (tRE  JSo) 
was  one  day  shy  of  the  latest  for  the  Region. 
Modest  numbers  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  in- 
cluded 12  in  Nov,  including  a late  bird  24  Nov 
at  Black  Butte  Forebay,  Tehama  (RoS).  Five 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  were  reported:  along 
6th  Avenue  in  se.  Kings  17  Sep  (3rd  county 
record;  JRow,  FrO  et  al.);  at  FI.  6 
Oct  (juv.;  ph.  RbF);  near  Gustine, 
Merced  10  Oct  (juv.;  tPJM);  at  the 
Areata  S.T.P,  Humboldt  (juv.;  KGR, 
DCo);  and  at  Shollenberger  Park, 
Sonoma  7 Nov  (juv.;  ph.  LHg).  Only 
5 Stilt  Sandpipers  were  reported,  3 
from  Humboldt  3 & 9 Sep  (ScC, 
SMcA)  and  2 late  birds  in  Alviso, 
Santa  Clara  3-11  Nov  (MJM,  SCR, 
ph.  WGB,  ph.  MMR).  Eight  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  reported 
from  five  coastal  counties:  at  Asilo- 
mar  S.B.,  Monterey  28-29  Aug  (juv.; 
BJW,  ph.  DR,  ph.  BHl,  m.ob.);  at  Big 
Lagoon,  Humboldt  30  Aug  (Amber 
Transou  et  al.);  at  L.  Tolowa,  Del 
Norte  4-8  Sep  (up  to  2 juvs.;  ADB, 
Joe  D.  Gartland,  Lucas  Brueg);  at 
the  Pilarcitos  Cr.  mouth,  San  Mateo  6-14  Sep 
(juv.;  AJ,  ph.  Alan  Walther,  ph.  DWN);  at  Ab- 
botts  Lagoon,  Marin  19  Sep-2  Oct  (2  on  last 
date;  Mark  Butler,  JsC,  m.ob.);  and  near  Ft. 
Dick,  Del  Norte  25  Sep  (juv.;  Lucas  Brueg).  A 
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With  over  20  Manx  Shearwaters  reported  off  Northern  California  in  autumn  2006, 
one  wonders  whether  the  species  increasing  in  the  Region  or  just  being  more  read 
ily  detected.  This  bird  was  smartly  photographed  in  Monterey  Bay  on  22  October. 
Photograph  by  Clay  Kempt. 


whopping  32  Ruffs  were  reported  from  17 
counties,  including  at  least  5 from  Santa  Clara 
and  4 each  from  Humboldt  and  Monterey.  No- 
table were  reports  from  Pleasant  Grove,  Sutter 
18  Aug  (2  birds;  TEa),  the  former  U.S.  Naval 
Air  Station  at  Alameda,  S.FJAlamcda  8 Sep 
(first  S.F  record  away  from  FI.,  juv.;  JSL,  Leo- 
ra  Feeney),  the  American  Canyon  wetlands  1- 

22  Oct  ( Napa's  3rd,  juv.  male;  LKe, 

MBe,  JLx,  JCS),  n.  of  Alpaugh,  Tulare 
14-16  Oct  (juv.  female;  KiK,  tSDS), 
and  the  above-cited  first  Madera 
record.  Up  to  3 juv.  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  at  the  Mud  Lake  S.T.P  23-28 
Aug  were  the  first  for  Alpine  (JCS,  JSL, 

SAG).  Red  Phalaropes  were  scarce 
everywhere,  and  completely  absent  on 
many  pelagic  trips,  but  a few  were  lo- 
cated slightly  inland  around  S.F  Bay 
27  Aug-18  Sep. 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  first  Glaucous  Gull  of  the  season 
was  at  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  27  Nov 
(Stefan  Schlick).  Elegant  Terns  are 
typically  present  in  relatively  small 
numbers  in  s.  San  Francisco  Bay,  so 
1400  off  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  2 Aug 
(RSTh)  and  1040  off  Hayward,  Alame- 
da 25  Aug  (MJM)  were  unprecedent- 
ed. Also  unprecedented  was  a group  of 

23  Common  Terns  at  the  Kansas  Ave.  Ponds  2 
Sep  (John  Lockhart,  ph.  SDS),  a first  for  Tu- 
lare. Three  Common  Terns  at  East  Park  Res.  6 
Sep  (TJCS)  were  a Colusa  first.  Arctic  Terns 
were  quite  scarce  offshore,  where  they  nor- 
mally occur  in  numbers.  Inland,  where  this 
species  is  always  scarce,  one  was  at  Crowley 
L.,  Mono  23  Sep  (JuH).  Black  Skimmer  num- 
bers continue  to  increase,  as  indicated  by  31 
at  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  13  Sep 


(RSTh).  South  Polar  Skuas 
were  present  in  approximate- 
ly normal  numbers,  with  a 
maximum  of  26  on  Monterey 
Bay,  Monterey  and  Santa  Cruz 
30  Sep  (ShJ).  On  the  other 
hand,  Long-tailed  Jaegers 
were  quite  scarce  this  year, 
with  only  one  day  of  double- 
digit numbers:  32  off  Ft. 
Bragg,  Mendocino  14  Aug 
(ShJ).  In  the  interior,  where 
this  species  is  always  quite 
rare,  a juv.  at  Camp  Far  West 
Res.  27  Aug  (GjH  et  al.)  was 
a first  for  Yuba  and  probably 
for  the  C.V.  portion  of  Placer. 
One  can  only  speculate 
whether  this  species  occurs 
much  farther  offshore  some 
years,  or  if  significant  annual  fluctuations  re- 
flect real  population  differences  between 
years.  An  ad.  Thick-billed  Murre  was  found 
dead  at  Asilomar  S.B.,  Monterey  1 Aug  (ph. 
BLS,  MtB).  Xantus’s  Murrelets  were  quite 
scarce  in  the  Region,  with  the  only  reports  be- 
ing one  near  Cordell  Bank,  Marin  24  Sep 
(ShJ)  and  2 off  Ft.  Bragg,  Mendocino  13  Aug 


(ShJ).  There  were  no  reports  of  Craveri’s  Mur- 
relet.  A Horned  Puffin  was  off  Mendocino 
Headlands  S.P,  Mendocino  3-9  Aug  (SSa,  Alan 
Whitehead,  OsJ  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A banner  season  for  White-winged  Doves  saw 
no  fewer  than  21  individuals  reach  coastal  or 
near-coastal  areas  1 Aug-3  Nov.  One  at 
Markeleeville  3 Nov  was  a first  for  Alpine  and 


an  exceptional  find  e.  of  the  Sierra  (TEa);  sin- 
gles at  San  Jose  14  Aug  (BGE)  and  San  Martin 
19-20  Sep  (SCR  et  al.)  furnished  the  4th  and 
5th  records  for  Santa  Clara.  An  Inca  Dove  at  i 
Muir  Beach,  Marin  1 Sep  (Dave  MacKenzie, 
m.ob.)  was  thought  by  most  to  be  an  escapee. 

A cooperative  Common  Ground-Dove  at  Ter- 
race Pt.,  Santa  Cruz  13-19  Oct  was  the  first 
documented  in  the  Region  in  at  least  a decade 
(tSGe,  TLGo,  Wally  Goldfrank,  ph.  JCS, 
m.ob.).  The  presence  of  Yellow-billed  Cuck- 
oos at  Cock  Robin  I.  was  noted  through  at 
least  31  Aug  (Greg  Gray);  3 birds  there  on  5 
Aug  provided  a new  single-site  high  count  for 
Humboldt  and  further  fueled  hopes  that 
breeding  may  be  taking  place  (Cameron  Rog- 
nan).  A Greater  Roadrunner  w.  of  Winters, 

Yolo  25  Oct  provided  the  first  report  from 
Putah  Cr.  Canyon  in  “many  years”  (JTr).  A 
Long-eared  Owl  near  McArthur  18  Nov  pro- 
vided just  the  2nd  record  for  Shasta  (ph. 
B&CY,  Ken  Able  et  al.);  another  Long-eared 
10  Nov  provided  a first  for  the  heavily  birded 
Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey  (ph.  SDry).  No 
fewer  than  8 Long-eareds  were  tallied  at  FI. 

28  Sep-29  Oct,  including  a new  single-day 
high  count  of  4 on  29  Sep  (P.R.B.O.).  A Short- 
eared Owl  7 Oct  at  the  Presidio  was  an  excep- 
tional find  for  mainland  S.F.  (PSar). 
Fifteen  Short-eareds  were  recorded  on 
FI.  28  Aug-8  Nov  (P.R.B.O.).  An 
unidentified  nighthawk  reached  the 
coast  at  Wilder  Ranch  S.P,  Santa  Cruz 
14  Oct  (Barry  McLaughlin).  Chimney 
Swift  sightings  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  continued  through  at  least 
20  Sep  and  included  a high  count  of  8 
on  16  Aug  (ph.  OsJ,  MtB,  RyT,  BLS). 

Six  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  in 
coastal  Santa  Cruz  23  Aug-17  Sep  and 
3 more  in  S.F  1-9  Oct  continued  a re- 
cent pattern;  singles  reached  Marin  at 
outer  Pt.  Reyes,  where  less  expected, 

13  Aug  (RS)  and  23  Sep  (RyT,  SBT, 
LTer,  MtB,  OsJ).  Three  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  reported:  3 Nov  at 
Woodfords  (first  for  Alpine,  TEa),  12 
Nov+  at  Ed  Levin  C.P.,  Santa  Clara 
(DvWb,  m.ob.),  and  19  Nov  at  L.  Suc- 
cess, Tulare  (SDS).  A Pileated  Wood- 
pecker 11  Nov  at  Grover  Hot  Springs, 
Alpine  provided  a rare  record  for  the  e.  slope  of 
the  Sierra  (JCS,  TEa).  An  unidentified  wood- 
pewee  1 Nov  at  Neary  Lagoon  provided  just 
the  2nd  Santa  Cruz  record  for  Nov  (Scott 
Smithson,  Paul  Miller).  A Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher reported  from  FI.  7 Oct  (tjared  Wolfe) 
awaits  approval  from  the  C.B.R.C.  A well-stud- 
ied Empidoncix  on  FI.  8-1 1 Sep  was  strongly  be- 
lieved to  be  an  Alder  Flycatcher;  if  accepted  by 
the  C.B.R.C.,  it  would  represent  just  the  3rd 


Yet  another  record  of  Greater  Shearwater  for  California  came  from  Monterey  Bay 
1 5 October  2006 — the  same  day  as  birders  documented  a Streaked  Shearwater 
nearby.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 
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r A A Taiga  Flycatcher  along  Putah  Cr.,  w.  of  Winters,  Solano/Yolo,  was  a remarkable  find  25  Oct  (ph.  JCS,  ph.  SBT  et  al.). 
J n A lucky  few  were  able  to  reach  the  site  and  see  the  bird  that  afternoon,  but  the  eager  throng  that  assembled  the  fol- 
lowing morning  left  disappointed.  This  first  state  record  provided  the  first  North  American  record  s.  of  Alaska  (where  there  are 
approximately  1 5 records;  fide  ThedeTobish)  and  just  the  2nd  for  fall.  Auspiciously,  the  Taiga  Flycatcher  also  represents  the  first 
new  non-introduced  bird  family  (Muscicapidae)  to  be  recorded  in  California  since  1939  (when  an  Anhinga  was  discovered  at  L. 
Merced,  S.F.).  Although  several  species  of  Asian  passerines  have  been  found  along  the  California  coast  and  on  offshore  islands, 
only  singles  of  Northern  Wheatear,  Rustic  Bunting,  and  Brambling  have  ever  been  recorded  inland  in  the  Region. 


Regional  record  and  the  5th  for  California  (b.; 
tMtB,  vt.  JTz,  ph.  RbF,  Jared  Wolfe).  Seven 
Least  Flycatchers  29  Aug-8  Oct  were  on  FI.  or 
the  immediate  coast,  the  lone  exception  being 
one  along  Coyote  Cr.,  Santa  Clara  8 Oct 
(SCR).  Vagrant  Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Davis, 
Yolo  16  Oct  (MP)  and  Terrace  Pt.,  Santa  Cruz 
20  Oct  (tSGe).  One  of  the  Region’s  rarest  va- 
grant passerines,  single  Great  Crested  Fly- 
catchers were  at  outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  12  Oct 
(ph.  Jukka  Jantunen)  and  the  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  13  Oct  (b.;  B.S.O.L.).  Twen- 
ty-eight Tropical  Kingbirds  were  tallied  22 
Sep-14  Nov,  including  rare  sightings  away 
from  the  immediate  coast  at  South  S.F,  Suit 
Mateo  19  Oct  (ASH),  San  Jose-Santa  Clara 
W.P.C.P.,  Santa  Clara  6 Nov  (SCR,  RGJ,  MJM, 
DMa),  and  Ben  Lomond,  Santa  Cruz  8 Oct  (ph. 
Adam  Romswinckel-Guise).  Six  Eastern  King- 
birds were  tallied,  the  most  noteworthy  being 
one  5 Aug  flying  nw.  over  Neary  Lagoon,  San- 
ta Cruz  (SGe)  and  the  lone  inland  report,  one 
8 Sep  at  the  U.C.H.R.E.C.  (RJK,  GEC,  Barbara 
Dolan,  C.  Watson,  G.  Heineken).  Remarkable 
was  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  28  Sep  n.  of  Yuba 
City,  Sutter  (ph.  Kevin  Putnam).  Just  the  2nd 
record  for  the  Region  and  California,  the  pres- 
ence and  the  true  identity  of  the  bird  went  un- 
reported until  a month  after  the  sighting,  when 
photographs  were  shown  to  a more  experi- 
enced birder  (PBS). 

SHRIKES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Northern  Shrikes  are  expected  in  winter  along 
the  Region’s  n.  coast  in  Humboldt  and  Del 
Norte  but  are  virtually  accidental  along  the 
coast  as  far  s.  as  the  S.F  Bay  Area,  so  an  imm. 
at  the  Presidio,  S.F.  20  Oct  (tHuC)  and  an  ad. 
at  Bolinas  Lagoon,  Marin  6-7  Nov  (KH)  were 
stellar  finds.  A Bell’s  Vireo  near  Galt  11  Aug 
(DGY)  provided  a rare  record  for  Sacramento 
and  San  Joaquin  and  continued  the  recent 
string  of  C.V.  sightings.  A Yellow-throated 
Vireo  made  a brief  appearance  on  outer  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  1 Oct  (tThomas  Wurster,  Liga 
Auzins  et  al.).  Four  Blue-headed  Vireos  were 
reported  9 Sep-3  Oct,  though  the  only  one  for 
which  we  received  details  was  at  Mad  River 
C.P,  Humboldt  9 Sep  (tDCo,  Adam  Wachtel). 
j This  would  tie  the  earliest  fall  record  for  Cali- 
I fornia  if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.  Six  Philadel- 


phia Vireos  were  reported  5 Sep-15  Oct, 
though  one  at  L.  Merced,  S.F  14  Oct  (tBFi, 
LLu,  CLu)  was  the  only  one  for  which  any  de- 
tails were  received.  Fourteen  Red-eyed  Vireos 
5 Sep-10  Oct,  including  at  least  7 from  Hum- 


boldt, was  higher  than  the  recent  fall  average. 
A heavily  watched  Yellow-green  Vireo  graced 
outer  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  26  Sep-2  Oct  (RS,  ph. 
MWE,  m.ob.).  A Chestnut-backed  Chickadee 
13  Oct  provided  just  the  2nd  record  for  outer 
Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  (RS).  A single  Pygmy 
Nuthatch  17  Sep  was  just  the  2nd  ever  found 
on  FI.  and  the  first  since  1969  (RyT,  TJTz  et 
al.).  The  expected  nuthatch  on  F.I.,  Red- 
breasted, was  completely  absent  there  this  fall 
(fide  JTz).  Out-of-place  Rock  Wrens  were  at 
Stanford,  Santa  Clara  25  Sep  (DSt),  near  the 
Cliff  House,  S.F.  29  Oct+  (ASH,  m.ob.),  and  at 
San  Mateo,  San  Mateo  11-24  Nov  (ADeM  et 
al.).  A singing  Canyon  Wren  16  Aug  at  Big  Sur 
R.  mouth,  Monterey  was  a local  rarity  (ph. 
OsJ);  Canyon  Wrens  are  exceptional  anywhere 
along  Region’s  coast. 

The  season’s  six  reports  of  Gray  Catbird  in- 
cluded an  Alameda  first  at  Hayward  R.S.  5 Sep 
(RJR,  m.ob.),  and  Mono’s  first  fall  record  24 
Sep  near  Lee  Vining  (JuH,  BrtM,  m.ob.).  Gray 
Catbirds  were  also  in  Humboldt  at  Mad  River 
C.P.  16  Oct  (tRon  Melin,  ph.  DCo,  ph.  ScC), 
in  Marin  at  Pt.  Reyes  30  Sep  (tES,  Mike  Mc- 
Claskey),  in  S.F.  8-16  Sep  (DvA,  CLo,  Kathy 


Robertson),  and  in  Santa  Cruz  at  Rancho  Del 
Oso  15-30  Oct  (DLSu,  CGE).  The  Santa  Cruz 
catbird  was  that  county’s  3rd  or  4th  record 
and  the  first  since  1991.  A Northern  Mock- 
ingbird present  mid-Sep-mid-Nov  near  L. 
Earl,  Del  Norte  (Onik  Arian,  m.ob.)  was  local- 
ly notable.  Three  reports  of  Brown  Thrasher 
included  one  found  dead  near  Patrick’s  Point 
S.P.,  Humboldt  17  Nov  (Jeff  Alan)  and  2 band- 
ed on  FI.  11-16  Oct  (P.R.B.O.).  Del  Norte’s 
2nd  Red-throated  Pipit  record  was  document- 
ed by  a sound  recording  27-29  Sep  (RLeV). 
Red-throated  Pipits  were  also  at  Pt.  Reyes, 
Marin  29  Sep  (RS,  Len  Blumin),  Carmel  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  1 Oct  (DR),  and  at  Light- 
house S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  11  Nov 
(SGe). 

WARBLERS 

Observers  all  along  the  coast  not- 
ed the  exceptional  variety  and 
abundance  of  uncommon  and 
vagrant  warblers  this  season.  The 
total  number  of  individuals 
(587)  was  the  highest  for  our  Re- 
gion since  the  banner  year  of 
1991  and  the  species  total  (24) 
the  highest  since  2001.  The  only 
Blue-winged  Warbler,  found  near 
the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey 
27  Oct  (MtB,  RyT,  ph.  DR,  ph. 
BHl,  m.ob.),  was  present  through 
Dec.  An  impressive  total  of  49 
Tennessee  Warblers  included  13 
in  Marin  and  12  in  S.F,  with  6 of 
the  latter  on  FI.  The  only  C.V.  report  for  this 
species  was  from  Putah  Cr.,  Solano  9 Sep 
(RMu).  A Virginia’s  Warbler  at  Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda  19  Sep  was  the  first  in  10  years  at 
that  location  (RJR).  Other  Virginia’s  Warbler 


This  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  was  present  at  the  Pilarcitos 
Creek  mouth,  San  Mateo  County,  Caiifornia  6-14  (here  10) 
September  2006.  Photograph  by  David  IV.  Nelson. 


Eleven  American  Golden-Plovers,  all  juveniles,  were  reported  in  autumn  2006 
in  Northern  California,  including  this  bird  present  at  Virgin  Creek  Beach  in 
MacKerricher  State  Park,  Mendocino  County  1 (here)  through  5 October  2006. 
Six  of  these  birds  were  first  detected  in  November,  rather  late.  Photograph  by 

Matthew  A.  Matthiessen. 
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Reports  of  leucistic  shorebirds  are  received  occasionally, 
but  seldom  are  they  so  nicely  documented  as  this  Western 
Sandpiper  in  Alviso,  Santa  Clara  County,  California  19  Sep- 
tember 2006  (here);  the  bird  remained  here  through  5 
October.  Photograph  by  Larry  Semo. 


reports  included  singles  from  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin 
26  Aug  (RS)  and  24  Sep  (Toby  Romer)  and 
one  near  L.  Merced,  S.E  27  Sep-3  Oct  (BFi, 
OWN,  MWE,  m.ob.).  Thirteen  Northern 
Parulas  were  found  in  eight  different  coun- 
ties, 3 in  Monterey,  2 each  in  Humboldt,  Marin, 
and  S.E,  and  one  each  in  Mendocino,  Mono, 
San  Mateo,  and  Santa  Clara.  The  Mono  paru- 
la,  at  Rush  Cr.  2-12  Aug  (CMc),  was  a juv., 
suggesting  this  species  may  have  bred  nearby. 
The  Region’s  58  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  reported  from  every  coastal  county  ex- 
cept Del  Norte.  Away  from  the  coast,  Santa 
Clara  recorded  its  6th  and  7th  Chestnut-sid- 
eds;  single  birds  were  in  Contra  Costa,  Mono, 
and  Solano.  The  Solano  Chestnut-sided, 
found  at  the  Benicia  S.R.A.  10-16  Sep  (EPi, 
m.ob.),  is  believed  to  be  the  2nd  county 
record.  Magnolia  Warblers  were  present  in 
large  numbers,  with  39  the  highest  total  since 
1999.  The  Magnolia  found  at  Anderson  River 
Park  9 Sep  (tRoS,  Cathy  Santry)  provided  the 
3rd  record  for  Shasta.  We  count  ourselves 
lucky  to  find  one  or  2 Cape  May  Warblers 
each  fall,  so  this  season’s  total  of  6 was  as- 
tounding. The  Region’s  nw.  corner  was  partic- 
ularly blessed,  with  Del  Norte  hosting  2 Cape 
Mays,  one  s.  of  Crescent  City  18  Sep  (Onik 
Arian)  and  one  near  L.  Earl  27  Sep  (RLeV, 
SMcA).  Humboldt  added  another  at  Shelter 
Cove  27  Sep  (tAdam  Brown).  Singles  were  on 
El.  1-3  & 27-28  Sep  (PR.B.O.),  and  one  was 
in  Foster  City,  San  Mateo  3 Oct  (RSTh, 
ADeM).  Eight  Black-throated  Blues  included 
Mendocino’s  2nd  record,  5 Oct  (JHv,  DT,  KHv), 
and  a very  late  bird  banded  on  El.  26  Nov 
(PR.B.O.).  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at 
Rancho  Del  Oso  15  Oct  (DSLu)  was  Santa 
Cruz’s  5th  record.  S.E  had  2:  one  on  FI.  30  Sep 
(PR.B.O.)  and  one  at  the  Presidio  7 Oct  (PSar, 
tMWE).  Another  Black-throated  Green  was 


at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  30  Sep  (Ed  DeBellevue, 
GDg,  DWN).  There  were  22  reports  of  single 
Blackburnian  Warblers,  the  bulk  of  those 
from  Marin  (11)  and  S.E  (6).  Mendocino 
recorded  its  first  Blackburnian,  a hatch-year 
female  at  Sinkyone  Wilderness  S.P  19  Sep 
(JRW).  A Regional  highlight  was  a Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  that 
stayed  16-28  Sep  (Scott  Schneider,  BDP,  David 
Hofmann,  ph.  DWN,  m.ob.).  Of  the  14  Prairie 
Warblers  in  the  Region,  one  21  Aug  at  Pt. 
Reyes  (RS)  was  the  earliest  Marin  record  by 
10  days,  and  another  early  bird  provided  Men- 
docino’s 2nd  record  24  Aug  (tDT).  The  125 
Palm  Warblers  were  all  in  coastal  counties,  al- 
though one  23  Oct  near  Garberville  in  Hum- 
boldt was  well  inland  (RBS,  Doug  Wallace  et 
al.).  Two  Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  reported 
from  Humboldt,  but  descriptions  were  sketchy 
or  non-existent.  Another  Bay-breasted  was  at 


This  Empidonax,  thought  to  be  an  Alder  Flycatcher,  was 
present  on  Southeast  Farallon  Island,  California  on  8 (here) 
through  1 1 September  2006.  If  accepted  by  the  California 
Bird  Records  Committee,  it  will  represent  just  the  fifth 
record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Rob  Fowler. 

Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  in  Sep  (fide  RS),  but  the  ex- 
act date  is  unknown.  Our  84  Blackpoll  War- 
blers included  Sait  Benito’s  first  at  Paicines 
Res.  27  Sep  (DLSh).  A Sacramento  bird  found 
on  1 Oct  (]Tr)  could  only  be  safely  identified 
as  a “Baypoll”  (Blackpoll  or  Bay-breasted). 

Black-and-white  Warblers  in  Modesto  23 
Sep  (first  for  Stanislaus;  ERC)  and  Gray  Lodge 
W.A.,  Butte  26  Aug  (]H)  were  the  only  two  in- 
land records  among  the  41  individuals  report- 
ed this  season.  Among  the  71  American 
Restarts  was  Trinity’s  first,  a hatch-year  bird 
banded  at  Hocker  Flat  17  Oct  (Dean  Sedg- 
wick), and  Solano’s  first  at  Putah  Cr.  25-27  Sep 
(MBe,  RMu,  JLx,  RLCL).  Other  notable  red- 


starts included  singles  in  Sacramento  2 Sep 
(TEa,  Tanner  Easterla),  Fresno  16  Sep  (Pete  Fa- 
hey), and  Mono  on  the  late  date  of  18  Nov 
(JuH).  The  season’s  one  Prothonotary  Warbler 
was  in  San  Mateo  at  San  Bruno  Mountain  State 
and  County  Park  4-5  Oct  (Herb  Brandt).  Three 
Ovenbirds  were  on  FI.  (P.R.B.O. ),  2 were  in 
Marin  (RS),  and  singles  were  in  Humboldt  24 
Oct  (tCOg,  KMS,  PAH,  ph.  KGR),  Sonoma  5 
Sep  (DN,  BDP),  and  at  C.R.P.  1 Oct  (first 
Sacramento  record;  JTr).  Twenty  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  included  one  returning  for  its  5th 
winter  to  Charleston  Road  marsh,  Santa  Clara 
(MDo,  m.ob.).  A Kentucky  Warbler  at  West- 
port  22-23  Sep  (CEV,  GEC,  JRW)  was  Mendo- 
cino's first.  Seven  Connecticut  Warblers  was  a 
remarkable  total  for  the  Region.  Five  of  those 
were  on  FT.  between  3 Sep  and  29  Oct 
(PR.B.O.).  Singles  were  in  Areata,  Humboldt 
15-16  Sep  (ph.  KGR,  tDCo,  ph.  vt.  SMcA)  and 
Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  27-29  Aug  (Mark  Butler,  Mary 
Ann  Rotello,  Heather  Cameron,  RS).  Complet- 
ing a fine  season  for  Oporomis  warblers  was  a 
Mourning  Warbler  on  FI.  1 1-12  Sep  (PR.B.O.). 
A Hooded  Warbler  at  Spring  Lake  Park,  Sono- 
ma spent  the  summer  and  was  last  seen  4 Sep. 
Another  Hooded  was  in  S.E  5 Oct  (DvA),  and 
the  season’s  3rd  was  at  Natural  Bridges  S.B., 
Santa  Cruz  5-7  Sep  (LGo,  MSc,  SGe,  m.ob.). 
Seven  Canada  Warblers  included  Santa  Cruz’s 
6th  and  7th  records,  plus  2 in  Marin,  2 in  San 
Mateo,  and  one  in  Monterey. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Only  2 Summer  Tanagers  were  reported  this 
season,  one  banded  on  EL  and  the  other  a 
rare  Contra  Costa  find  near  Danville  14  Sep 
(PEG).  The  only  Scarlet  Tanager  was  on  EL 
27  Oct  (PR.B.O.).  Seven  coastal  Green-tailed 
Towhees  were  in  S.E  (3),  Monterey  (2),  and 
Santa  Clara  (2),  24  Sep-24  Oct.  It  was  rain- 
ing Spizella  sparrows  this  fall.  Eight  Ameri- 
can Tree  Sparrows,  39  Brewer’s,  and  118 


Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  a rare  transient  to  California,  was 
found  at  Point  Reyes  National  Seashore,  Marin  County  12 

October  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Jukka  Jantunen. 


140 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


This  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  near  Yuba  City,  Sutter  County,  California  28  September 
2006  was  just  the  second  ever  found  in  the  state  and  the  first  since  1 992. 
Photograph  by  Kevin  Putnam. 


Clay-coloreds  are  numbers  that  have  not 
been  seen  in  our  Region  for  many  years.  No- 
table American  Tree  Sparrow  reports  include 
Shasta’s  6th  on  28-29  Nov  (Ken  Able,  tBED, 
RoS)  and  2 at  Yolo  Basin  W.A.,  Yolo  20-26  Oct 
(Mary  Schiedt,  ph.,  m.ob.),  with  at  least  one 
remaining  through  the  period.  Solano  record- 
ed its  5th  Clay-colored  Sparrow  on  Putah  Cr. 
9 Sep  (RMu),  and  a Clay-colored  at  Llano 
Seco  Unit  of  Sacramento 
N.W.R.  (Scott  Huber,  JHS, 

John  Lewis,  Mike  Skram)  was 
a good  find  for  Butte.  San  Ben- 
ito had  its  4th  and  5th  Brewer’s 
Sparrow  records  3 Sep  and  5 
Oct  (both  DLSh).  Seven  Ves- 
per Sparrows  in  San  Mateo  was 
the  most  ever  for  that  county. 

A Black-throated  Sparrow  in 
Panoche  Valley  was  San  Beni- 
to's 3rd  (DLSh),  and  a bird  at 
C.R.P.  26-28  Oct  (JTr,  ph. 

CCo)  was  an  excellent  C.V. 
find.  Four  of  the  7 Lark 
Buntings  were  in  S.F.  (3  on 
EL),  with  singles  in  Monterey, 

Marin,  and  Humboldt.  Mon- 
terey had  2 Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows, 
one  27-28  Oct  at  the  Carmel  R.  mouth  (ph. 
MtB,  ph.  BH1  et  al.)  and  one  at  Moss  Landing 
5 Nov  (John  Thompson).  Alpine’s  first 
Swamp  Sparrow  28  Sep  (TEa)  was  one  of  56 
reported  this  season,  with  Humboldt  account- 
ing for  23  of  those.  Humboldt  also  led  the  way 
with  3 of  our  5 Harris’s  Sparrows. 

The  season’s  only  Snow  Bunting,  found  19 
Oct  near  the  mouth  of  Redwood  Cr.  in  Hum- 
boldt, would  be  the  earliest  ever  for  California 
if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C.  (tKI).  Five  of  our 
33  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  inland,  one 
in  Lassen,  one  in  Yolo,  and  a surprising  3 in 
Sacramento.  Ten  Indigo  Buntings  included 
one  summer  holdover  in  Sacramento.  Dickcis- 


sels  were  in  Humboldt  9 Oct 
(KI),  on  F.I.  12-13  Oct 
(ERB.O.),  and  in  San  Mateo  1 
Sep  (AJ).  A Bobolink  at  Her- 
bert Wetland  Prairie  Preserve  6 
Sep  (tRH)  was  Tulare’s  first.  A 
Rusty  Blackbird  was  banded 
on  EL  and  hung  around  31 
Oct-4  Nov  (ph.  P.R.B.O.). 
Great-tailed  Crackles  contin- 
ued to  consolidate  their  place 
in  the  Region,  with  a male  and 
female  giving  Sierra  its  4th  and 
5th  records,  new  highs  for 
Contra  Costa , Santa  Cruz,  and 
Solano,  and  the  first  fall  record 
for  San  Mateo.  All  of  our  9 Or- 
chard Orioles  were  found 
along  the  coast  from  Marin  to  Santa  Cruz  31 
Aug-9  Nov.  A Baltimore  Oriole  was  banded 
on  EL  29  Sep  (PR.B.O.),  and  an  ad.  male  was 
in  Santa  Cruz  4 Sep  (KAr,  Emma  Arul). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  David  Armstrong,  Kumaran  Arul, 
Alan  D.  Barron  (Del  Norte),  Murray  Berner 
(Napa),  William  G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara), 


Matthew  Brady  (MtB),  Eric  R.  Caine,  Scott 
Carey,  George  E.  Chaniot,  Josiah  Clark,  Luke 
W.  Cole  (Kings),  Daryl  Coldren,  Chris 
Conard  (Sacramento  & Yolo),  Hugh  Cotter, 
Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera),  Gary  Deghi,  Al  De- 
Martini,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V.  counties), 
Matthew  Dodder,  Stan  Dryden,  Todd  Easterla, 
Mark  W.  Eaton  (San  Francisco),  Ray  Ekstrom 
(Siskiyou),  Bruce  G.  Elliot,  Chris  G.  Emmons 
(CGE),  Brian  Fitch,  Tim  Fitzer,  David  Fix 
(Humboldt),  Rick  Fournier  (RF),  Rob  Fowler 
(RbF),  James  H.  Gain  (Stanislaus),  Steve 
Gerow,  Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Lois 
Goldfrank,  Philip  E.  Gordon,  Helen  Green, 
Steve  C.  Hampton,  Keith  Hansen,  Rob 
Hansen,  Jim  T.  Havlena,  Karen  A.  Havlena, 


Gjon  Hazard,  Pablo  A.  Herrera,  Rob  Hewitt 
(RHe),  Bill  Hill,  Justin  Hite,  Alan  S.  Hopkins, 
Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter 
(Trinity),  Ken  Irwin,  Alvaro  Jaramillo, 
Richard  G.  Jeffers,  David  A.  Jensen,  Oscar 
Johnson,  Shearwaterjourneys,  Robert  j.  Keif- 
fer  (Mendocino),  Larry  Kent,  Jon  King,  Kim 
Kuska,  Kimya  L.  Lambert,  Cathie  LaZier, 
Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Ron  Le Valley, 
Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  Jim  Lo- 
max, Calvin  Lou,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael  J. 
Mammoser,  Dean  Manley,  Matthew  A. 
Matthiessen,  Sean  McAllister,  J.  Mac  Mc- 
Cormick (Plumas  & Sierra),  Chris  McCreedy, 
Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San  Mateo),  Bartshe 
Miller,  Roger  Muskat,  Dan  Nelson,  David  W. 
Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono),  Chet 
Ogan,  Frances  Oliver,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer), 
Benjamin  D.  Parmeter,  Michael  Perrone,  Eric 
Pilotte,  Jude  C.  Power  (Humboldt),  Peter 
Pyle,  David  C.  Rice,  Robert  J.  Richmond 
(Alameda) , Don  Roberson  (Monterey) , 
Michael  M.  Rogers,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen  C. 
Rottenborn,  James  Rowoth,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill 
(Sonoma),  Salvatore  Salerno,  Peter  B.  Sands, 
Rob  Santry  (RoS),  Paul  Saraceni,  Barbara 
Scharfenstein,  Michelle  Scott,  Jeff  Seay,  Debra 
L.  Shearwater,  Keith  M.  Slauson,  Jim  H. 
Snowden,  John  Sorenson,  Rich  Stallcup,  John 
C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  & Calaveras), 
Tim  Steurer  (Amador  & El  Dorado),  Emilie 
Strauss,  Dick  Stovel,  David  L.  Suddjian  (San- 
ta Cruz),  Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Steven  D.  Sum- 
mers (Tulare),  Robert  B.  Sutherland,  Linda 
Terrill,  Ryan  Terrill  (Marin),  Scott  B.  Terrill, 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim  Tietz  (EI.),  Dorothy  To- 
bkin,  Francis  Toldi,  John  Trochet,  Steve  U in- 
land (Tuolumne),  Chuck  E.  Vaughn,  Kent  Van 
Vuren  (Merced  & San  Benito),  David  Vander 
Pluym  (Mariposa),  Dave  Weber  (DvWb),  Bri- 
an J.  Weed,  Jerry  R.  White  (Lake),  Brian  D. 
C.  Williams  (Nevada),  Gary  Woods,  David  G. 
Yee,  Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  are  not  specifically  cited;  all  are  ap- 
preciated. © 


Steven  A.  Glover,  (Doves  to  Wrentit) 

6526  Conestoga  Lane,  Dublin,  California  94568 
(countylines@sbcglobal.net) 

Ed  Pandolfino,  (Thrashers  to  Finches) 

5530  Delrose  Court,  Carmichael,  California  95608 
(erpfromca@aol.com) 

Scott  B.  Terrill,  (Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

H.T.  Harvey  & Associates 

3150  Almaden  Expressway,  Suite  145 

San  Jose,  California  95118 

(sterrill@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 


This  Blue-winged  Warbler,  representing  the  Northern  California  Region's  first  fall 
record  since  2001,  was  found  near  the  Carmel  River  mouth  in  Monterey  County 
27  (here  28)  October  2006.  It  remained  through  the  period  and  over  the  winter. 
Photograph  by  Don  Roberson. 
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The  fall  season  was  typically  dry  and 
warm.  Although  migration  was  some- 
what lackluster  and  many  regular 
“eastern”  vagrants  were  in  relatively  short 
supply  it  was  an  outstanding  fall  for  ultra-rar- 
ities, especially  among  waterbirds  and  most 
notably  at  the  Salton  Sea.  The  crowning  high- 
light was  surely  California’s  first  Ross’s  Gull  at 
a record  southerly  location  for  the  species. 
Other  major  rarities  included  California’s  sec- 
ond American  Woodcock,  third  White  Ibis, 
and  fourth  Piping  Plover,  the  Region’s  second 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  and  the  Re- 
gion’s first  Streak-backed  Oriole  since  1997. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  EC.R. 
(Furnace  Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.P, 
lnyo)\  G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill  Park,  extreme  e. 
Kent)’  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  Salton  Sea,  River- 
side);  EP.  (Piute  Ponds  on  Edwards  A.EB.,  ne. 
Los  Angeles');  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  Salton  Sea,  Im- 
perial); V.A.EB.  (Vandenberg  A.EB.,  nw.  Santa 
Barbara);  V.C.G.P.  (Ventura  County  Game 
Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  Naval  Air  Station, 
Ventura).  Museum  collections  abbreviated  in 
the  text  are:  LACM  (Natural  History  Museum 
of  Los  Angeles  County),  SBMNH  (Santa  Bar- 
bara Museum  of  Natural  History),  and 
SDNHM  (San  Diego  Natural  History  Muse- 
um). Because  most  rarities  in  s.  California  are 
seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the  observ- 
ers) initially  finding  and/or  identifying  the 
bird  are  included.  Documentation  for  species 
on  the  California  B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review  list 
is  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  and  archived  at 
the  Western  Foundation  of  Vertebrate  Zoolo- 
gy in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  taken  by  a hunter 
at  the  Kern  N.W.R.  11  Nov  (fide  SS)  is  one  of 
a very  few  reported  in  the  Central  Valley  in  re- 
cent years.  A flock  of  15  Tundra  Swans  at  C.L. 
29  Nov  (SLS)  was  a large  number  for  this  far 


south.  A Eurasian  Wigeon  on  Morro  Bay  8 
Oct  GSR)  was  the  earliest  this  fall/winter.  Two 
Harlequin  Ducks  on  the  coast  of  San  Luis 
Obispo  and  another  on  the  coast  of  n.  Santa 
Barbara  in  Oct  were  near  the  s.  limit  of  the 
species’  range.  Six  Surf  Scoters  were  inland, 
with  single  birds  at  Klondike  L.  near  Big  Pine, 
Inyo  15  Nov  (T&rJH),  C.L.  2-3  Nov  (SLS), 
Baker,  San  Bernardino  24  Oct  (MSanM),  on 
the  Colorado  R.  at  Parker  Dam,  San  Bernardi- 
no 12  Nov+  (TEW),  plus  2 at  S.E.S.S.  28 
Oct-19  Dec  (GMcC).  A White-winged  Scoter 
inland  at  S.E.S.S.  28  Aug  (MJB)  had  undoubt- 
edly summered  locally,  but  single  birds  at 
N.E.S.S.  12  Nov  (KL)  and  S.E.S.S.  2-3  Dec 
(PJ)  were  migrants.  On  the  coast,  only  14 
White-winged  Scoters,  5 Black  Scoters,  and 
one  Long-tailed  Duck  were  reported  in  Nov, 
indicating  the  bulk  of  the  population  of  all 


This  immature  Blue-footed  Booby  at  the  Whitewater  River 
delta,  California  on  2 September  2006  (here)  was  one  of  at 
least  seven  that  pushed  northward  from  the  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia to  the  Salton  Sea  in  August  2006.  Photograph  by  John 
Puschock. 

three  species  were  remaining  to  the  n.  of 
Southern  California.  A male  Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye on  Diaz  L.  near  Lone  Pine,  Inyo  5 Nov 
(SLS)  was  early  and  at  an  unexpected  loca- 
tion. 

Reports  of  Pacific  Loons  inland  included 
single  birds  at  Atascadero  L.,  San  Luis  Obispo 
3-4  Nov  (AJ),  Searles  Dry  L.  near  Trona,  San 
Bernardino  4 Nov  (SH),  L.  Perris,  Riverside  3 
Nov  (RMcK),  S.E.S.S.  28  Oct  (DVP),  and  near 
Imperial,  Imperial  30  Nov-8  Dec  QSE).  The 
only  Red-necked  Grebes  were  one  at  Morro 
Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  23-26  Nov  (TME)  and 
inland,  where  casual,  at  Searles  Dry  L.  4 Nov 


(SH).  A recently  dead  Short-tailed  Albatross 
recovered  at  Morro  Bay  5 Aug  (PM;  *SBMNH) 
had  been  banded  as  a “chick”  on  Torishima  1. 
25  Apr  2006.  Remarkable  was  a Galapa- 
gos/Hawaiian Petrel  seen  from  shore  at  Pt. 
Dume,  Los  Angeles  12  Aug  (KLG);  another 
was  136  km  sw.  of  San  Nicolas  I.  6 Sep 
(SNGH),  bringing  the  total  number  of  records 
to  about  25  in  California  waters.  An  Ashy 
Storm-Petrel  captured  in  Spring  Valley,  San 
Diego  30  Nov  (Project  Wildlife;  *SDNHM) 
was  about  32  km  inland. 

Two  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  were  seen  off 
San  Diego  4 Sep  (TH),  with  the  closest  19  km 
w.  of  La  Jolla,  and  3 more  were  within  one  km 
of  the  e.  side  of  San  Clemente  1.  21  Oct  (CRK, 
JLD).  A subad.  Masked  Booby  on  the  break- 
water to  Los  Angeles  Harbor  14  Oct  (KLG, 
SK)  was  the  13th  to  be  recorded  in  California. 
At  least  7 Blue-footed  Boobies  were  on  the 
Salton  Sea,  with  up  to  2 at  N.E.S.S.  5 Aug-7 
Sep  (CAM,  MSanM),  and  5 more  at  S.E.S.S. 
25  Aug,  dwindling  to  one  22  Oct-19  Dec  (TE, 
GMcC);  these  were  the  first  to  be  found  on 
the  Salton  Sea  since  the  fall/winter  of 
1997-1998.  At  least  7 Brown  Boobies  were  re- 
ported along  the  coast,  with  4 from  shore 
around  San  Diego  in  Oct/Nov  (DH,  TRS, 
MJB),  single  birds  20  km  nw.  of  San  Diego  12 
Aug  (BIJ),  off  Oceanside,  San  Diego  11  Oct 
(BB),  and  picked  up  in  Newport  Beach,  Or- 
ange 10  Oct  (LB),  along  with  3 more  w.  of  San 
Clemente  I.  between  11  Oct  and  2 Nov  (MiS); 
the  fact  that  this  species  is  now  nesting  on  the 
Los  Coronados  Is.  off  extreme  nw.  Baja  Cali- 
fornia (see  N.A.B.  56:  489)  probably  accounts 
for  birds  off  5an  Diego  and  possibly  for  those 
found  farther  to  the  north.  An  imm.  Red-foot- 
ed Booby  caught  on  the  beach  at  Camp 
Pendleton,  San  Diego  5 Aug  (BF;  *SDNHM), 
and  another  5 km  wnw.  of  the  Palos  Verdes 
Pen.,  Los  Angeles  14  Oct  (KLG,  SK),  increases 
to  10  the  number  recorded  in  s.  California. 

The  only  Little  Blue  Heron  away  from 
coastal  San  Diego  was  an  ad.  inland  on  the 
Wister  Unit  at  S.E.S.S.  12-16  Aug  (DWN, 
GMcC).  Three  Tricolored  Herons  were 
around  San  Diego,  with  single  birds  at  the  San 
Diego  R.  mouth  1 Aug-i-  (PAG),  around  the  Ti- 
juana R.  mouth  8 Oct+  QeS),  and  at  San  Elijo 
Lagoon  16-19  Oct  (KM);  at  least  2 more  were 
inland  at  S.E.S.S.,  with  an  imm.  1-25  Sep  (OJ, 
GMcC)  and  an  ad.  on  both  9 Sep  (MJSanM) 
and  28  Oct  (TEW).  Reddish  Egrets  away  from 
coastal  San  Diego  and  Orange  included  2 on 
the  Ventura  coast  14  Aug-3  Sep  (PR,  JSA,  AS), 
an  imm.  at  various  creek-mouths  on  the  San 
Luis  Obispo  coast  10  Aug-17  Sep  (NA),  one  at 
N.E.S.S.  14  Aug-4  Sep  (HBK),  and  one  at 
S.E.S.S.  19  Aug-2  Sep  (HBK,  KZK).  The  Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron  pair  found  at  Im- 
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This  near-adult  Masked  Booby  on  the  Los  Angeles  Harbor  breakwater, 
Los  Angeles  County,  California  was  the  first  of  two  booby  species  seen  by 
an  ornithology  class  on  a boat  trip  out  of  San  Pedro  on  14  October  2006. 
Photograph  by  Stacy  Krueger. 


penal  Beach,  San  Diego  in  Jim  2005  was  still 
present  at  the  end  of  the  period,  but  the  last 
of  the  3 young  disappeared  in  early  Sep.  An 
imm.  White  Ibis  at  N.E.S.S.  5 Aug  (BO)  was 
only  the  3rd  to  be  found  in  California.  A 
Glossy  Ibis  near  Calipatria,  Imperial  25-26 
Aug  (TE,  GMcC)  adds  another  to  the  increas- 
ing number  reported  around  S.E.S.S.  A first- 
year  Roseate  Spoonbill  at  S.E.S.S.  1 Sep  (OJ, 
DVP)  was  followed  by  5 there  21  Oct-22  Nov 
(HBK,  WTF),  this  being  the  largest  number  in 
California  since  1977.  A Wood  Stork  at 
S.E.S.S.  4 Sep  (GMcC)  was  the  latest  of  the 
birds  present  in  the  summer. 

KITES  THROUGH  SH0REB1RDS 

A first-year  Mississippi  Kite  remained  in  Im- 
perial Beach  6-9  Sep  (GMcC);  it  fed  on  large 
flying  scarab  beetles  ( Cotinus  texana).  Single 
migrant  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  along  the 
coast  at  Deer  Canyon,  San  Luis  Obispo  4 Oct 
(BKS)  and  Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  3 Sep 
(MJSanM);  inland  singles  were  at  G.H.  22  Sep 
(SLS)  and  Desert  Center,  Riverside  30  Sep 
(CMcG).  A total  of  560  Swainson’s  Hawks 
passed  through  the  Borrego  Valley  in  e.  San 
Diego  between  8 Oct  and  2 Nov,  with  300+  on 
8 Oct  (PJ)  the  high  count.  Single  Zone-tailed 
Hawks  were  near  Devore,  San  Bernardino  13 
Oct  (RC),  over  San  Juan  Capistrano,  Orange  8 
Oct  (PTC),  and  at  Irvine  6 Nov  (VL),  and 
wintering  birds  returned  to  Goleta,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 5 Oct  (FE),  Ojai,  Ventura  5 Oct  (BD, 
DR),  and  Escondido,  San  Diego  5 Aug  (JC).  A 
Rough-legged  Hawk  near  Seeley,  Imperial  28 
Oct+  (MJB)  was  exceptionally  early  for  this 
far  south.  A subad.  Crested  Caracara  near  Im- 
perial Beach  9 Sep+  (TAB)  appeared  settled 
for  the  winter. 

Single  Sandhill  Cranes  over  Irwindale,  Los 
Angeles  1 Oct  (AL),  at  Big  Pine  5 Nov  (SLS), 
and  at  C.L.  25  Sep  (SLS),  plus  4 in  the  Ante- 
lope Valley,  Los  Angeles  21-22  Oct  (MSanM), 
] were  all  outside  areas  of  regular  occurrence. 


Single  juv.  American  Golden- 
Plovers  at  San  Simeon,  San  Luis 
Obispo  31  Oct-13  Nov  (TME),  Go- 
leta 1 Nov  (NAL),  and  on  the  Ox- 
nard Plain,  Ventura  13  (DP)  & 21- 
30  Oct  (CAM)  provided  the  only 
reports.  Single  presumed  migrant 
Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  in 
Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  27 
Aug-14  Sep  (RB)  and  31  Aug 
(RB),  at  San  Elijo  Lagoon,  San 
Diego  20  Aug  (SES),  and  at  Del 
Mar,  San  Diego  25  Sep  (DH),  but 
birds  at  Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara, 
on  the  Oxnard  Plain,  Seal  Beach, 
Orange,  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange,  and 
near  Imperial  Beach  after  late  Aug 
were  at  known  wintering  localities.  A Wilson’s 
Plover  in  Coronado,  San  Diego  11  Oct  (DP) 
was  the  11th  recorded  in  California.  Even  rar- 
er was  a Piping  Plover  at  Red  Hill  at  S.E.S.S.  7 
Aug-19  Dec  (OJ),  this  being  only  the  4th  in 
California  and  the  first  inland.  Two  Mountain 
Plovers  at  Fort  Mohave,  San  Bernardino  3 Sep 
(RMcK)  were  unusually  early,  and  one  on  the 
beach  at  Morro  Bay  24  Oct  (JSa)  was  at  an  un- 
expected location.  Apparently  pure  American 
Oystercatchers  were  in  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles 
28  Sep  (TGM)  and  on  Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  26 
Aug+  (JD). 

As  usual,  small  numbers  of  Solitary  Sand- 
pipers passed  through  the  Region  in  Aug/Sep, 
with  the  latest  being  one  in  Long  Beach  19 
Oct  (RB);  up  to  2 near  Seeley,  Imperial  3 Oct+ 
(GMcC)  appeared  to  be  wintering  locally.  A 
Wandering  Tattler  in  an  irrigated  field  near 
N.E.S.S.  12  Aug  (DWN)  was  inland.  Remark- 
able for  the  season  were  3 Upland  Sand- 
pipers: one  inland  near  Bishop,  Inyo  1 Oct 
(LN,  CG),  another  on  the  Los  Angeles  R.  in 
Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  23  Sep  (LS),  and  an 
exceptionally  late  bird  on  the  Oxnard  Plain 
28  Oct  (N&MF).  Ruddy  Turnstones  inland 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea  included  single 
birds  at  C.L.  18-19  Aug  (SLS)  and  Havasu 
Landing,  San  Bernardino  4 Sep  (RMcK).  Up  to 
3 Black  Turnstones  were  inland  at  S.E.S.S.  5 
Aug-11  Sep  (HBK,  KLG,  JSF).  A Red  Knot  at 
the  San  Jacinto  W.A.  near  Lakeview,  Riverside 
26  Aug  (CMcG)  was  the  only  one  reported  in- 
land away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  Only  20  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  all  but  one  being  juvs., 
were  found  along  the  coast,  along  with  12 
more  inland,  between  5 Aug  and  9 Sep.  A 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  C.L.  15  Aug 
(SLS)  was  only  the  7th  recorded  in  California 
in  fall.  Numbers  of  Baird’s  and  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers were  again  lower  than  expected  but  in- 
cluded a flock  of  73  Baird’s  at  Owens  L.,  Inyo 
26  Aug  (SLS).  A juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
was  at  the  Santa  Maria  R.  mouth,  San  Luis 


Obispo/Santa  Barbara  29-30  Oct  (MPB).  A 
Rock  Sandpiper  at  Marina  del  Rey,  Los  Ange- 
les 22  Nov+  (JLF,  BGJ)  was  the  first  found  this 
far  s.  in  40  years.  Four  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
reported  along  the  coast,  where  rare,  between 
17  Sep  and  6 Nov.  A Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
on  San  Clemente  I.  on  the  early  date  of  4 Aug 


Five  hatch-year  Roseate  Spoonbills  appeared  at  the  south 
end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial  County,  California  21  (here 
23)  October  2006  and  attracted  much  attention,  drawing 
birders  from  throughout  California.  Photograph  by  Wes  Fritz. 

(SWS)  was  probably  an  ad.;  another  was  on 
the  Oxnard  Plain  20-29  Oct  (JMcM);  and  an- 
other was  inland  at  the  San  Jacinto  W.A.  4 Sep 
(CMcG).  At  least  9 Ruffs  were  present  along 


This  Rough-legged  Hawk,  apparently  an  adult  female,  was 
photographed  28  October  2006,  its  arrival  date  for  the  win- 
ter near  Seeley,  Imperial  County,  California.  It  was  early  for 
so  far  south  and  one  of  a very  few  to  reach  Southern  Cali- 
fornia this  fall.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 

the  coast  between  23  Aug  and  25  Nov,  along 
with  single  birds  inland  at  S.E.S.S.  4-15  Sep 
(HD)  and  9 Sep  (DVB).  An  American  Wood- 
cock at  Desert  Center  8-11  Nov  (DG; 
*LACM)  was  taken  by  a Prairie  Falcon  and  is 
the  2nd  to  be  found  in  California.  The  only 
Red  Phalaropes  found  inland  were  4 at  C.L.  9- 
10  Nov  (SLS). 
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JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A young  Pomarine  Jaeger  at  S.E.S.S.  18-22  Nov 
(BM,  GMcC)  was  one  of  a very  few  ever  found 
inland  in  California.  A Parasitic  Jaeger  was  in- 
land at  PP.  8 Sep  (MSanM);  up  to  5 per  day 
were  seen  on  the  Salton  Sea  in  Sep,  with  the 
range  of  dates  there  31  Aug-30  Oct  (GMcC) 
and  the  total  number  of  individuals  probably 
exceeding  20.  In  addition,  at  least  5 Long- 
tailed Jaegers  were  on  the  Salton  Sea  between 
31  Aug  and  25  Sep  (GMcC,  TE).  Four  Laugh- 
ing Gulls  were  found  along  the  coast  between 
20  Aug  and  18  Nov  (TH,  MJB,  KW,  WTF),  and 
higher-than-normal  numbers  remained  at 
S.E.S.S.  through  the  end  of  the  period,  as  indi- 
cated by  a count  of  325  on  22  Nov  (GMcC). 
Although  virtually  unreported  elsewhere  in  the 
Region,  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  more  numerous 
than  usual  on  the  Salton  Sea,  with  at  least  40 
between  6 Aug  and  25  Nov,  including  a high 
count  of  17  at  S.E.S.S.  2 Nov  (GMcC).  A first- 
winter  Little  Gull  was  at  N.E.S.S.  19  Nov  (TE). 
At  least  5 Heermann’s  Gulls,  rare  inland,  were 
around  S.E.S.S.  in  the  period  11  Aug-30  Nov. 
A Mew  Gull  at  S.E.S.S.  18-19  Nov  (HBK)  was 
inland.  A second-year  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull,  a very  rare  straggler  to  California,  was  at 
N.E.S.S.  9 Sep  (TE),  and  up  to  3 ads.  were  at 
S.E.S.S.  8 Oct+  (GMcC,  PEL).  At  least  18 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  found  inland  between  24 
Aug  and  16  Oct,  including  one  at  EC.R.  13  Sep 
(JEP).  A second-year  or  ad.  Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  was  inland  at  S.E.S.S.  22  Oct  (GMcC), 
and  a first-year  bird  was  near  Calipatria,  Impe- 
rial 18  Nov  (BM).  Totally  unexpected  was  Cal- 
ifornia’s first  Ross’s  Gull  at  Red  Hill  at  S.E.S.S. 
17-19  Nov  (GMcC;  ph.,  tn.ob.),  establishing 
the  southernmost  record  anywhere.  An  excep- 
tionally late  Gull-billed  Tern  was  at  S.E.S.S.  20 
Nov  (MJSanM).  Single  juv.  Arctic  Terns  at  PR  8 
Oct  (MSanM),  near  Seeley  16  Oct  (GMcC, 
PEL),  and  in  Irvine  3-21  Sep  (LO)  were  inland, 
where  rarely  found.  Two  Least  Terns  lingered 
through  16  Sep  near  Imperial  Beach  (MJB), 
and  one  was  inland  at  N.E.S.S.  28  Aug 
(CMcG).  Single  Marbled  Murrelets  at  n. 
VA.EB.  1 2 Aug  (WTF)  and  in  Santa  Barbara  31 
Oct  QoS)  were  s.  of  the  species’  normal  range. 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Ramer  L.,  Imperial 
10  Nov  (MB,  RST)  was  one  of  a very  few 
found  at  the  Salton  Sink.  About  25  White- 
winged Doves  along  the  coast  was  about  aver- 
age. Single  Inca  Doves  in  San  Bernardino  30 
Oct  (KS)  and  at  Santee,  San  Diego  3 Oct 
(CGE)  were  w.  of  the  Coast  Range.  A Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  in  La  Canada  10  Oct+  (MH) 
was  the  first  in  Los  Angeles,  and  small  num- 
bers continue  in  the  Imperial  Valley  near  Cali- 
patria. A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  on  San  Timo- 
teo  Creek  in  Redlands,  San  Bernardino  12  Aug 
(RMcK)  was  a migrant.  Reports  of  a dozen 


This  subadult  Crested  Caracara  found  in  the  Tijuana  River 
Valley,  San  Diego  County,  California  9 (here  10)  September 
2006  was  still  present  at  the  end  of  November  and  adds 
another  to  the  list  of  records  for  the  coast  of  California. 
Photograph  by  Thomas  4.  Blackman. 

Short-eared  Owls  from  coastal  Los  Angeles 
southward  suggested  a minor  influx  of  these 
birds  into  the  area.  A migrant  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  in  the  desert  at  Borrego  Springs, 
San  Diego  28-29  Oct  (PJ)  was  at  an  unexpect- 
ed locality. 

The  female  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in 


Unexpected  was  this  adult  Piping  Plover  on  the  south  shore 
of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial  County,  California;  this  long- 
staying  bird  was  found  on  7 August  2006  (here)  and  was 
still  present  19  December.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Terrill. 

Mission  Viejo  last  winter  returned  25  Nov+ 
(DRW).  A young  male  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird in  Arroyo  Grande,  San  Luis  Obispo 
16-25  Oct  (CL)  was  only  the  2nd  to  be  iden- 
tified in  s.  California.  A young  male  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbird  in  Arroyo  Grande  18- 
27  Oct  (CL)  was  exceptionally  late.  A male 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  near  Ramona  10- 
18  Sep  (GC)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  San 
Diego.  A Calliope  Hummingbird,  rare  on  the 


coast  in  fall,  was  at  Cachuma  L.,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 16  Sep  (WTF).  Eight  reports  of  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  scattered  throughout  the 
Region  was  fewer  than  normal.  A White- 
headed  Woodpecker  at  the  s.  end  of  the  Car- 
rizo  Plain  N.M.  20  Sep  (KS)  was  the  first  in 
San  Luis  Obispo. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Late  wood-pewees,  silent  birds  best  left 
unidentified  to  species,  were  in  Riverside  4 
Nov  (TAB)  and  Santa  Barbara  21  Nov  (OJ). 
Single  Least  Flycatchers  were  at  Sheep  Creek 
Springs,  San  Bernardino  31  Aug  QEP),  Santa 
Barbara  I.  17  Sep  (NAL),  China  Ranch,  Inyo 
23  Sep  (SJM),  and  Crystal  Spring  in  the 
Kingston  Mts.,  Inyo  26  Sep  (MSanM,  TMcG). 
The  earliest  of  6 Eastern  Phoebes,  some  of 
which  remained  to  winter,  were  at  San  Jacin- 
to W.A.,  Riverside  14  Oct+  (HBK)  and  near 
Santa  Ynez,  Santa  Barbara  17  Oct  (WTF). 
Fourteen  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  along  the 
coast  after  16  Sep;  a bird  returned  for  its  3rd 
winter  near  Seeley,  Imperial  24  Sep+  (GMcC). 
The  Thick-billed  Kingbird  in  Wilmington, 
Los  Angeles  returned  for  its  2nd  winter  4 
Nov+  (KGL).  The  only  Eastern  Kingbirds 
were  near  Cantil,  Kern  5 Sep  (MSanM), 
Primm,  San  Bernardino  6 Sep  (CAM),  and  Big 
Pine,  Inyo  6-9  Sep  (T&JH). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  in  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  4 
Nov+  (JG)  was  extensively  green  and  yellow, 
resembling  the  nominate  subspecies,  which  is 
a casual  vagrant  to  California.  At  least  34 
Plumbeous  Vireos  were  on  the  coastal  slope 
after  17  Sep,  with  5 more  noted  on  the  s. 
deserts  2 Sep-4  Nov.  A Yellow-throated  Vireo 
at  China  Ranch  13  Oct  (JEP)  established  only 
the  4th  fall  record  for  the  desert  portion  of  the 
Region.  A Philadelphia  Vireo,  casual  in  fall, 
was  near  Oxnard,  Ventura  25-27  Oct  (DKe, 
TEW,  LLA).  Only  4 Red-eyed  Vireos  were 
found,  with  3 along  the  coast  28  Sep-4  Oct 
and  one  in  the  Panamint  Mts.,  In yo  3 Sep 
(SLS).  A Yellow-green  Vireo  was  at  Oceano, 
San  Luis  Obispo  30  Sep-5  Oct  (MLS,  TME). 

A flock  of  200  Bank  Swallows  at  Tinemaha 
Res.,  Inyo  26  Aug  (JI_D)  was  an  exceptionally 
high  count  for  the  Region.  An  Oak  Titmouse 
at  G.H.R  28-29  Sep  OLD)  was  the  first  to  be 
found  at  this  well-worked  locality.  There  was 
virtually  no  movement  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  this  fall,  but  aculeata  White-  j. 
breasted  Nuthatches  moved  widely  into  the 
coastal  and  w.  desert  lowlands  after  early  Aug; 
an  interior  ( mexicana  group)  bird  was  at  Nee- 
dles 3 Sep  (RMcK).  A Brown  Creeper  on  San 
Clemente  I.  5 Nov  (SWS)  was  the  first  to  be 
found  on  that  island. 

A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  C.L.  21-22  Nov 
(SLS)  was  the  latest  ever  found  in  e.  Kern.  A 
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California's  seventh  White-rumped  Sandpiper  in  autumn  was  this  adult  at 
China  Lake,  Kern  County  1 5 August  2006.  Photograph  by  Bob  Steele. 


California  Gnatcatcher  in  Huntington  Beach, 
Orange  7 Sep  (JEP)  was  well  away  from 
known  areas  of  residence;  another  in  the  San- 
ta Ana  R.  wash  in  Highland  26  Nov  (DKa) 
was  in  w.  San  Bernardino , 
where  nearly  all  populations 
have  been  extirpated.  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  in  Torrance, 

Los  Angeles  25  Oct+  (RM) 
and  VC.G.P.  29+  (MSanM) 
portended  an  impressive 
winter  movement  into  the 
coastal  lowlands.  Rare  in  the 
Salton  Sink,  3 Western  Blue- 
birds were  in  Niland  12  Nov 
(GMcC).  A Swainson’s 
Thrush  near  El  Centro  26 
Aug  (GMcC)  was  early  for  a 
fall  migrant.  A Hermit 
Thrush  in  Long  Beach  2 Sep 
(KGL)  was  extremely  early, 
especially  for  a bird  showing 
the  characters  of  the  guttatus 
group.  A Wood  Thrush  at 
Crystal  Springs  in  the  Inyo 
portion  of  the  Kingston  Mts. 

19  Aug-10  Oct  (WRD)  was 
only  the  15th  for  the  Region.  Even  rarer,  a Ru- 
fous-backed Robin  was  photographed  in 
Riverside  along  the  Coachella  Canal  e.  of  the 
Salton  Sea  and  just  n.  of  the  Imperial  line  23 
Oct  (AK). 

Gray  Catbirds  were  found  on  Pt.  Loma,  San 
Diego  25  Sep  (MSa),  at  Morongo  Valley,  San 
Bernardino  29  Sep  (TAB),  and  at  Horsethief 
Spring,  Kingston  Mts.,  San  Bernardino  8-14 
Oct  (E&ET).  Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Harbor 
Regional  Park  near  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles  4 
Nov+  (KGL)  and  Pt.  Loma  5 Nov+  (MJB).  A 
Curve-billed  Thrasher  along  the  Colorado  R. 
at  Big  River,  Riverside  1 Nov  (DG)  was  in  an 
area  where  one  or  2 have  been  seen  in  recent 
years.  At  least  8 Sprague’s  Pipits  had  returned 
to  fields  n.  of  Calipatria,  Imperial  28  Oct+ 
(GMcC).  The  only  Red-throated  Pipits  were 
an  ad.  in  the  Tijuana  River  Valley,  San  Diego 


28-30  Oct  (GCH)  and  a very  late 
individual  in  Irvine  23  Nov-9  Dec 
(LO). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Numbers  of  “eastern”  warblers 
were  generally  near  or  below  re- 
cent five-year  means  for  the  Re- 
gion, particularly  in  coastal  areas; 
only  Blackpoll  Warbler  was  well 
above  average  (See  Table  1 below). 

A Golden-winged  Warbler  at 
Montana  de  Oro  S.  P 23  Sep  (JSR) 
established  only  the  2nd  record  for 
San  Luis  Obispo.  Eleven  migrant  Virginia’s 
Warblers  (all  but  3 coastal)  was  about  half  the 
expected  number.  Four  Lucy’s  Warblers  were 
found  along  the  coast,  where  rare,  2 Sep-31 


Oct,  with  another  wintering  in  Goleta  24 
Nov+  (RPH).  Northern  Parulas  made  a poor 
showing,  with  the  only  birds  being  at  Ban- 
ning, Riverside  16  Sep  (RMcK),  C.L.  28  Sep 
(SLS),  and  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  16  Oct 
(GPS).  A Cape  May  Warbler,  a species  averag- 
ing only  one  per  fall  in  the  Region  in  recent 
years,  was  at  Horsethief  Spring  8-21  Oct 
(E&ET).  A Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at  G.H.P. 
1 Sep  (MSM)  set  an  early  fall  arrival  record  for 
e.  Kern.  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were 
near  Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  17  Sep  (AL)  and  in 
Encinitas,  San  Diego  26  Sep  (GCH).  Two 
Blackburnian  Warblers,  at  Crystal  Spring  21 
Sep  (TMcG)  and  in  Oceanside  10  Nov  (JZ ), 
was  well  below  the  recent  mean  of  10  per  fall. 
A Yellow-throated  Warbler  in  Costa  Mesa,  Or- 
ange 12  Nov+  (DRW)  was  wintering.  The 
spate  of  fall  Grace’s  Warblers  at  Pt.  Loma,  San 


Diego  continued,  with  birds  22  Sep+  (MJB) 
and  3 Oct+  (TB),  and  2 additional  birds  15 
Oct  (MTH,  GMcC).  Another  Grace’s  was  in 
Long  Beach  12  Oct  (RB),  and  a returning  win- 
tering bird  was  in  Santa  Maria,  Santa  Barbara 
30  Sep+  (DMC).  An  impressive  6 Pine  War- 
blers were  recorded  late  in  the  fall;  an  imm. 
male  was  at  V.A.EB.  13  Oct,  with  imm.  fe- 
males nearby  19  & 30-31  Oct  (JMC);  in  Or- 
ange, birds  were  in  Mission  Viejo  4 Nov 
(PTC)  and  Costa  Mesa  12  Nov  (JEP),  and  one 
was  in  Bell  Gardens,  Los  Angeles  17  Nov 
(JSF).  A Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  G.H.P  7-8 
Oct  was  killed  by  a shrike  on  the  latter  day 
(KL;  *LACM). 

A Connecticut  Warbler  was  well  described 
from  Scotty’s  Castle,  Death  Valley  N.P  2 Oct 
(JMH);  this  species  is  less  than  annual  in  the 
Region.  A Mourning  Warbler,  casual  in  the  Re- 
gion, was  at  G.H.P.  16  Sep 
(KL,  TEW).  Hooded  War- 
blers, always  rarer  in  fall  than 
spring,  were  near  Oxnard, 
Ventura  14-15  Sep  (DV)  and 
at  Morongo  Valley,  where  fe- 
males were  found  27  Aug 
(JSt)  and  29  Sep  (TAB)  and  a 
male  was  found  29  Sep-1  Oct 
(TAB).  A Painted  Redstart 
was  in  Goleta  22  Nov+ 
(MAH),  and  4 returning  win- 
tering birds  in  Los  Angeles 
were  first  found  8 Oct-2  Nov; 
migrants  were  at  Pt.  Loma  9 
Sep  (TH)  and  at  Zzyzx,  San 
Bernardino  7-8  Oct  (SJM).  Va- 
grant Scarlet  Tanagers  were  in 
Torrance,  Los  Angeles  17  Oct 
(DLM)  and  San  Clemente  1. 
19  Oct  (SWS). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows 
made  a good  showing,  with 
38  in  the  coastal  counties  24  Aug-3  Nov  and 
13  more  on  the  deserts  13  Sep-24  Nov.  A 
Black-chinned  Sparrow  s.  of  Olancha,  Inyo  26 
Aug  QLD)  was  the  first  to  be  found  on  the 


This  first-winter  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  a total  surprise 
to  those  looking  at  Sprague's  Pipits  in  a dormant  field  of  rye 
grass  near  Calipatria,  Imperial  County,  California  1 8 Novem- 
ber 2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Peter  Weber. 


Table  1.  Totals  of  uncommon  and  rare  warblers  in  Southern  California,  August-November  2006. 


Species 

Coast 

Desert 

2006  Total 

Five-Year  Mean 

Tennessee  Warbler 

17 

7 

24 

24.0 

Northern  Parula 

1 

2 

3 

9.6 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

15 

5 

20 

16.6 

Magnolia  Warbler 

7 

3 

10 

12.0 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

7 

4 

11 

7.8 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

2 

0 

2 

4.6 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

1 

2 

10.2 

Prairie  Warbler 

5 

0 

5 

6.0 

Palm  Warbler 

22 

0 

22 

43.4 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

37 

12 

49 

36.2 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

41 

7 

48 

40.8 

American  Redstart 

28 

15 

43 

41.0 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4 

5 

9 

4.4 

Ovenbird 

3 

3 

6 

5.4 

Northern  Waterthrush 

11 

15 

26 

23.0 

Canada  Warbler 

5 

1 

6 

4.4 
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This  well-documented  Yellow-green  Vireo  at  Oceano,  San 
Luis  Obispo  County,  California  was  photographed  on  the 
first  day  of  its  30  September-5  October  2006  stay. 
Photograph  by  Brad  K.  Schram. 

floor  of  the  Owens  Valley;  another  near  Braw- 
ley  20  Aug  (GMcC)  was  in  an  area  where  very 
rare.  The  only  coastal  Lark  Buntings  were  sin- 
gles on  San  Clemente  I.  3 & 13  Sep  (JETS);  4 
more  were  on  the  deserts  8 Aug-14  Sep.  The 
earliest  coastal  rostratus  Savannah  Sparrow 
was  found  3 Sep  in  Oxnard  (DP);  an  excep- 


This  Wood  Thrush  found  at  Crystal  Springs  in  the  Inyo 
County  portion  of  the  Kingston  Mountains,  California  19  Au- 
gust 2006  (here  17  September)  had  probably  arrived  in  the 
late  spring;  it  completed  its  fall  molt  and  departed  in  Octo- 
ber. Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Myers. 

tional  65  were  counted  at  Seal  Beach 
N.W.R. /Anaheim  Bay,  Orange  during  high 
tides  of  6 Nov  (LRH).  Three  Nelsons  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  were  at  the  latter  locality  5 
Nov  (JF);  another  was  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange 
21-22  Oct  (MaS).  The  only  Harris’s  Sparrow 
reported  was  at  Zzyzx  11-13  Oct  (WRD).  A 
Lapland  Longspur  at  the  Santa  Maria  R.  estu- 
ary, Santa  Barbara  1 Oct  (NAL)  was  some- 
what early.  Single  McCowns  Longspurs  were 
near  Pt.  Hueneme,  Ventura  8 Oct  (AS)  and 
near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  27  Oct  (MSanM). 
The  earliest  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  re- 


port was  from  EC.R.  I Oct  (JMH). 

Seven  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  found 
along  the  coast  17  Sep-1  Oct,  and  6 more 
were  on  the  deserts  4 Sep-28  Oct.  Coastal 
Painted  Buntings  were  an  ad.  male  in  Mission 
Viejo  5 Oct  (BMcC)  and  a female  near  Impe- 
rial Beach,  San  Diego  16  Sep  (MJB);  imms. 
were  on  the  desert  at  Desert  Center,  Riverside 
30  Sep  (CMcG)  and  China  Ranch,  Inyo  12-17 
Oct  (JEP).  Single  Dickcissels  were  on  San 
Clemente  1.  1 Sep  (JEB),  Pt.  Loma  26-28  Sep 
(PAG),  and  China  Ranch  13  Oct  (JEP). 

Thirty-two  Bobolinks  were  along  the  coast 
9 Sep-18  Oct,  and  7 more  were  on  the  deserts 
15  Sep-14  Oct.  Up  to  5 Tricolored  Blackbirds 
remained  near  Seeley,  Imperial  from  the  sum- 
mer period  through  at  least  24  Sep  (GMcC). 
An  ad.  male  Rusty  Blackbird,  a species 
declining  as  a vagrant  in  the  Region, 
was  at  EC.R.  21  Oct  (BS,  SLS).  Five 
Orchard  Orioles  were  along  the  coast 
after  8 Sep,  and  4 more  were  on  the 
deserts  9-30  Sep.  A Hooded  Oriole  at 
Cactus  City,  Riverside  8-11  Nov  (DG, 

CMcG)  was  very'  late  for  the  deserts.  A 
male  Streak-backed  Oriole  at  Zzyzx 
9-15  Oct  (MJSanM)  was  enjoyed  by 
many  and  well  photographed  during 
its  stay;  there  are  only  seven  previous 
records  for  the  Region,  the  most  re- 
cent in  1997.  Ten  Baltimore  Orioles, 
including  some  returning  wintering 
birds,  were  found  on  the  coast  after  18  Sep; 
another  was  at  Rovana,  Inyo  6-7  Oct  OLD).  A 
Bullock’s  Oriole  near  Niland  22  Oct  (GMcC) 
was  quite  late  for  the  Salton  Sink.  A Scott’s 
Oriole  at  G.H.R  13  Aug  (TEW,  LLA)  was  the 
latest  ever  for  e.  Kent ; migrants  near  West- 
morland 14  Aug  OLD)  and  near  Niland  14  Sep 
(GMcC)  were  in  an  area  where  quite  rare.  A 
female  Purple  Finch  at  EC.R.  21  Oct  (SLS) 
was  in  an  area  where  rare. 
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boldface):  John  S.  Adams,  Nick  Armstrong, 
Liga  L.  Auzins,  Richard  Barth,  Thomas  A. 
Benson,  Bobbi  Best,  Mark  J.  Billings,  Liza 
Birkle,  Thomas  Blackman,  David  V.  Blue, 
James  E.  Bradley,  Matt  Brady,  Mark  R Brown, 
Jamie  M.  Chavez,  Rick  Clements,  Jeffery  Cok- 
er, David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Barbara ),  Pey- 
ton T.  Cook,  Gretchen  Cummings,  William  R. 
Deppe,  Jay  Desgrosellier,  Henry  Detwiler, 
Becky  Donahue,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Todd  Easterla, 
Tom  M.  Edell  ( San  Luis  Obispo ),  Claude  G. 
Edwards,  Fred  Emerson,  Jon  S.  Feenstra,  Jon 
L.  Fisher,  John  Fitch,  Brian  Foster,  Nick  and 
Mary  Freeman,  Wes  T.  Fritz,  Carolyn  Gann, 
John  Garrett,  Kimball  L.  Garrett  (Los  Ange- 
les), Peter  A.  Ginsburg,  David  Goodward, 
John  F.  Green  (Riverside),  Steve  Hampton, 


Loren  R.  Hays,  Gjon  C.  Hazard,  Tom  & Jo 
Heindel  (Inyo),  Ron  P.  Hirst,  Justin  M.  Hite, 
Mark  A.  Holmgren,  David  Holway,  Steve  N. 
G.  Howell,  Terry  Hunefeld,  Mark  Hunter,  Al- 
lan Joachim,  Barbara  G.  Johnson,  Oscar  John- 
son (Ventura),  Brian  I.  Jones,  Paul  Jorgensen, 
Doug  Karalun  (DKa),  Dexter  Kelly  (DKe), 
Ann  Kern,  Howard  B.  King,  C.  Robby  Kohley, 
Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino),  Stacy 
Krueger,  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Kevin  G.  Lar- 
son, Andrew  Lee,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Vic 
Leipzig,  Nick  A.  Lethaby,  Kurt  Leuschner, 
Kelli  Levinson,  Cheryl  Lish,  Curtis  A. 
Marantz,  Guy  McCaskie  (Imperial),  Beth  Mc- 
Conaughy,  Chet  McGaugh,  Todd  McGrath, 
Robert  L.  McKernan,  Jimmy  McMorran,  Ron 
Melin,  Kurt  Miethke,  Thomas  G.  Miko,  Bob 


Miller,  David  L.  Moody,  Peter  Mounier, 
Stephen  J.  Myers,  Larry  Nahn,  David  W.  Nel- 
son, Leo  Ohtsuki,  Bruce  Ostyn,  Dennis  Park- 
er, Robert  T.  Patton,  David  Pereksta,  James  E. 
Pike,  Jim  Roe,  David  Roine,  Paul  Rosso,  Jim  S. 
Royer,  Matt  Sadowski  (MSa),  Michael  J.  San 
Miguel  Jr.,  Mike  San  Miguel,  John  Sayers 
(JSa),  Larry  Schmahl,  Mark  Schmitt  (MaS), 
Brad  K.  Schram,  Adam  Searcy,  Kathy  Sharum, 
Gregory  P.  Smith,  Maggie  L.  Smith,  Michael 
Smith  (MiS),  Susan  E.  Smith,  Trent  R.  Stanley, 
Bob  Steele,  Susan  L.  Steele,  John  Sterling 
(JSt),  Jeremiah  Stock  (JeS),  John  Storrer  QoS), 
Samuel  W.  Stuart,  Steve  Summers,  Ryan  S. 
Terrill,  Elaine  and  Eric  Tipton,  David  Vander 
Pluym,  Ken  Weaver,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Or- 
ange), John  C.  Wilson  (Kern),  Thomas  E. 
Wurster,  Jim  Zimmer.  An  additional  30+  ob- 
servers who  could  not  be  individually  ac- 
knowledged submitted  reports  this  season;  all 
have  our  thanks.  t& 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 
Imperial  Beach,  California  91932 
(guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles  County 

900  Exposition  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90007 

(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


This  confiding  Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  Galileo  Hill  Park,  Kern  County, 
California  7-8  (here  8)  October  2006  was  captured  and  killed  by  a Log- 
gerhead Shrike  shortly  after  this  photograph  was  taken.  Photograph  by 
Kelli  Heindel-Levinson. 
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The  early  September  passage  of  Hurri- 
cane John  dominated  the  season’s 
weather  and  influenced  birds  by  dis- 
placing tropical  seabirds,  providing  wetland 
habitat  in  dry  lakebeds,  and  rejuvenating  up- 
land habitats.  Waterbird  highlights  of  the  sea- 
son included  a probable  Galapagos/Hawaiian 
Petrel,  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel,  Ruff,  and  White 
Tern.  Landbird  migration  received  less  atten- 
tion than  in  recent  years,  and  the  results  were 
meager.  The  rarest  landbirds  found  were 
Grace’s  and  Pine  Warblers  and  the  Region’s 
first  Chimney  Swift. 

Abbreviations:  C.P.G.P.  (Cerro  Prieto  geot- 
hermal ponds);  E.S.J.  (Estero  San  Jose,  San 
Jose  del  Cabo). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

We  have  received  few  reports  of  Brant  from 
the  Gulf  of  California;  12  were  at  Bahia  de  Los 
Angeles  12  Nov  (MF,  GF).  The  E.S.J.  male 
Wood  Duck  was  seen  again  30  Sep-8  Oct  (ph. 
SGM  et  a!.},  and  3 males  remained  at  the 
Mexicali  Zoo  through  20  Nov  (MAP  et  aL). 
Two  Mallards  at  Guerrero  Negro  2 Nov  (AG- 
A,  ph.  RC)  were  very  unusual  in  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur.  The  usual  female  Harlequin  Duck 
was  seen  at  Pta.  Banderas  16  Aug  (MJB,  RAE) 
and  nearby  La  Joya  12  Oct  (MSM,  DSS);  the 
bird  has  been  seen  in  every  month  of  the  year 
except  Feb,  May,  jul,  and  Sep.  A Long-tailed 
Duck  accompanied  Surf  Scoters  flying  south- 
ward past  Bahia  San  Quintin  13  Nov  (tHO, 
tMDC  et  al).  A Red-throated  Loon  at  La  Joya 
8 Sep  (SNGH,  RAH)  was  early.  Nesting  grebes 
included  Leasts  at  Pichilingue  27  Sep  (4  ads. 
and  4 chicks;  LS,  ph.  SGM)  and  Lagunas  de 


Chametla  29  Sep-10  Oct  (chick;  SGM,  LS, 
RAH)  and  Westerns  at  C.P.G.P  29  Sep  (2  ads. 
'with  2 half-grown  young;  MJI). 

A large  gadfly  petrel  at  Pta.  Arena  9 Oct 
(MS,  tMJB)  was  almost  certainly  a Galapa- 
gos/Hawaiian Petrel,  but  the  observers  consid- 
ered the  identity  just  short  of  confirmed.  A 
Buller’s  Shearwater  at  the  s.  end  of  the  Nine 
Mile  Bank  21  Sep  (DWP)  was  in  the  extreme 
nw.  portion  of  the  Region.  Highlights  of  a 12 
Sep  boat  trip  sw.  of  Ensenada  included  a 
Cook’s  Petrel  (TMcG  et  al.)  and  a raft  of 
storm-petrels  composed  of  550  Blacks,  30 
Leasts,  and  2 Ashies  (MJB,  SNGH  et  al).  How- 
ever, top  billing  went  to  the  Wilson’s  Storm- 
Petrel  nearby  (31°  39’  N,  116°  47’  W)  (ph. 
SNGH  et  al.).  This  followed  the  3rd  Region- 
al/Mexican record  in  Jul  but  was  the  first  to  be 
photographically  documented.  One  might 
have  assumed  that  the  Red-billed  Tropicbird  at 
Pta.  Arena  3 Sep  was  related  to  Hurricane 
John,  but  there  were  seven  more  sightings 
there  during  a calm  3-10  Oct  (all  MJB  et  al.). 
Brown  Booby  records  continue  to  accumulate 
on  the  n.  Pacific  coast:  singles  were  sw.  of  En- 
senada 12  Sep  (MS  et  al.),  at  Playas  de  Tijuana 
14  Nov  (tMJB),  and  at  La  joya  28  Dec  (PP, 
RAE,  MRT).  A Brown  Pelican  at  Rocas  Alijos  2 
Aug  was  apparently  the  first  to  be  recorded  at 
that  remote  Pacific  location  (RLP  et  al.). 

American  Bitterns  are  rare  in  the  Region; 
one  at  E.S.J.  8 Oct  (RAE,  MJB)  was  the  first  re- 
ported from  Baja  California  Sur  in  four  years. 
Out-of-place  Reddish  Egrets  were  at  the  e.  end 
of  the  Maneadero  Plain  (found  dead  11  Sep; 
ph.  RAH,  SNGH)  and  at  C.EG.P.  24  Oct-21 
Dec  (ph.  MJB,  RAE,  MAP).  White  Ibis  were 
seen  in  unprecedented  numbers  n.  of  their 
usual  range  that  extends  to  the  Laguna  San 
Ignacio  complex.  Up  to  15  were  at  Bahia  Asun- 
cion 30  Sep-16  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  ph.  MS  et  al), 
and  at  least  one  remained  at  the  Guerrero  Ne- 
gro saltworks  25  Sep-24  Oct  (RC,  NA,  AC). 


An  ad.  Harris’s  Hawk  near  the  Rio  Colorado, 
e.  of  Mezquital,  16  Nov  (MDC  et  al.)  was  the 
first  to  be  reported  from  the  Colorado  Desert 
portion  of  the  Region  since  early  in  the  last 
century  (see  Journal  oj Raptor  Research  34:  187- 
195).  Red-shouldered  Hawks  had  been  found 
previously  s.  to  San  Javier,  so  2 at  Ciudad  Con- 
stitucion  9-13  Oct  (RAE,  RAH  et  al.)  estab- 
lished a new  s.  limit  of  the  range.  The  only 
Swainson’s  Hawks  reported  were  in  the  same 
area,  singles  at  Ciudades  Constitution  and  In- 
surgentes  9-10  Oct  (RAE,  RAH).  Three  Crested 
Caracaras  at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  15  Oct  (MSM, 
DSS)  made  the  highest  count  in  Baja  California 
in  many  years.  Another  caracara,  this  one  of 
dubious  natural  occurrence — frequenting 
shopping  centers  in  the  Tijuana  R.  valley,  San 
Diego,  for  many  weeks — crossed  into  Tijuana  at 
least  twice  on  10  Sep  (ph.  MJB,  JAM). 


This  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  at  sea  southwest  of  Ensenada  12 
September  2006  was  the  first  to  be  photographically  docu- 
mented in  Mexican  waters.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


A golden-plover  at  Laguna  Ojo  de  Liebre  1 
Nov  (AC,  NA)  was  reported  as  an  American, 
but  we  are  hesitant  to  endorse  a specific  iden- 
tification without  seeing  photographs  or  oth- 
er documentation.  For  the  3rd  year,  Mountain 
Plovers  were  found  nowhere  but  at  Mesa  San 
Jacinto.  An  early  bird  on  10  Sep  (ph.  RAH, 
ph.  SNGH)  was  followed  by  counts  of  45  (12 
Oct;  MSM,  DSS)  and  54  (12  Nov;  SG  et  al.). 
Solitary  (10),  Baird’s  (6),  and  Pectoral  (20+) 
Sandpipers  were  reported  in  typical  numbers; 


f A After  traveling  up  the  w.  coast  of  Mexico  for  several  days,  Hurricane  Mi )n  made  landfall  on  the  se.  tip  of  the  peninsu- 
Jn  la  late  on  1 Sep,  with  sustained  winds  of  110  mph  [176  km/hr].  It  may  have  been  the  perfect  storm  for  delivering 
tropical  seabirds  to  the  Region,  but  cancelled  airline  flights  prevented  hurricane  chasers  Billings  and  Erickson  from  reaching 
the  area  until  the  evening  of  3 Sep.  Closed  roads  prevented  them  from  visiting  all  of  the  areas  they  had  hoped,  but  they  were 
able  to  spend  over  11  hours  at  Punta  Arena  over  two  days.  Of  the  birds  seen,  25+  Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters  (possibly  as 
many  as  150+)  and  1 1+  Red-footed  Boobies  appear  to  be  the  most  attributable  to  the  storm;  however,  2 of  the  former 
species  were  seen  there  in  Jul  and  one  of  the  latter  was  present  26  Sep  and  3 Oct  (SGM,  BLaB).  Other  sightings  there  did  not 
match  expectations,  but  only  additional  observations  will  tel!  to  what  extent  the  following  may  have  been  hurricane  related: 
2 Pomarine,  4 Parasitic,  and  10  Long-tailed  Jaegers;  and  3 South  Polar  Skuas  (another  was  there  9 Oct;  MJB  et  al.).  The  re- 
mains of  an  ad.  Sooty  Tern  found  at  Punta  Arena  9 Oct  (DM;  *UABC  1698)— establishing  the  first  record  for  the  Gulf— are 
also  believed  to  be  John's  doing.  Much  of  the  peninsula  greened  up  following  the  rain,  and,  far  to  the  n.,  Laguna  Chapala  was 
partially  filled  on  28  Sep,  but  a Cinnamon  Teal  and  a Least  Sandpiper  were  the  only  waterbirds  seen  there  (MJB  et  al).  Late- 
nesting  landbirds  at  Miraflores  may  have  been  related  as  well:  California  Towhees  nest-building  10  Oct  (MS)  and  a juv.  North- 
ern Cardinal  begging  11  Oct  (RAE). 
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Mountain  Plover  is  among  the  Baja  California  Peninsula's 
rarest  and  most  threatened  species.  The  only  regular  win- 
tering location  currently  known  is  Mesa  San  Jacinto,  where 
this  early  arrival  was  photographed  on  10  September  2006. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 

a Pectoral  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  21  Nov 
(ph.  MjB,  RAE,  MAP)  was  late.  More  unusual 
were  a Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Los  Cerri- 
tos 28  Sep  (SGM,  LS),  single  Stilt  Sandpipers 
at  El  Centenario  5-6  Oct  (ph.  SGM  et  al.)  and 
the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  26  Oct  (RC, 
ph.  VA),  and  a Ruff  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  8 
Sep  (ph.  SNGH,  ph.  RAH). 

Two  year-old  Heermann’s  Gulls  were  at 
C.RG.R  24  Oct  (ph.  MJB,  RAE);  the  only  pre- 
vious records  there  were  of  ads.  in  Apr-Jul 
2005.  An  ad.  Herring  Gull  off  Ensenada  12 
Sep  (SNGH  et  al.)  was  record  early  for  the  Re- 
gion. This  seasons  high  counts  of  Yellow- 
footed and  Western  Gulls  on  the  “wrong”  side 
of  the  peninsula  were  15+  at  San  Juanico  4-5 
Oct  (tDB)  and  22  at  La  Ribera  26  Sep  (SGM), 
respectively.  An  ad.  and  a juv.  Sabine’s  Gull 
were  at  C.RG.P.  26  Sep  (ph.  MJI). 

Experienced  observers  aboard  the  David 
Stair  Jordan  observed  a White  Tern  at  23.033° 
N,  113.524°  W,  approximately  221  km  sw.  of 
Isla  Magdalena,  5 Aug  (RP,  CC).  To  our 
knowledge,  the  only  previous  Mexican  record 
is  of  a bird  collected  near  I.  Socorro  in  Jul 
1905  (Proceedings  of  the  California  Academy  of 
Science  Series  4,  2:  1-132).  A Gull-billed  Tern 
at  Laguna  Qjo  de  Liebre  21  Oct  (AC,  IM)  was 
late  for  that  location.  Black  Terns  were  again 
present  in  high  numbers  at  the  Guerrero  Ne- 
gro saltworks.  Maximum  counts  included 
1750  on  12  Aug  (VA,  AC),  3500  on  29  Sep 
(MJB,  AG-A  et  al),  and  2100  on  25  Oct  (NA, 
RV).  The  majority  of  110  Common  Terns  at 
Estero  Punta  Banda  and  off  Ensenada  11-12 
Sep  were  first-year  birds,  suggesting  that  they 
were  not  returning  from  nesting  grounds  but 
rather  had  traveled  to  near  the  n.  limit  of  the 
summer  range  for  this  age  group;  this  may  be 
true  of  many  of  the  birds  seen  in  our  area 
(SNGH  et  al).  The  only  Arctic  Tern  reported 
was  a juv.  at  Estero  Punta  Banda  1 1 Sep  (ph. 
SNGH,  RAH). 


PIGEONS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

A 4 Nov  high  count  of  20  Band-tailed  Pigeons 
at  Rancho  la  Puerta,  roughly  6 km  w.  of 
Tecate,  had  dwindled  to  a single  bird  by  17-20 
Nov  (JS).  The  26th  of  Sep  seems  like  a late 
date  for  10  White-winged  Doves  to  remain  at 
Mexicali  (MJI).  Fifty  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  in 
Todos  Santos  9 Oct  (RAH,  RAE)  was  consis- 
tent with  recent  high  fall  counts  in  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur.  At  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles,  where  a 
pair  of  these  birds  nested  in  spring,  a male  on 
28  Oct  was  followed  by  a male  and  female  31 
Oct  (MF,  GF).  In  the  Cape  District,  2 Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos  were  still  at  Miraflores  26  Sep 
(ph.  tSGM),  and  another  was  along  the  road 
to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  11  Oct  (MS,  TJM, 
LDS).  A Lesser  Nighthawk  was  unexpected  at 
Mexicali  on  the  late  date  of  24  Oct  (MJB). 

A well-described  Chimney  Swift  at  Lagu- 
nas de  Chametla  5 Oct  (tBLaB,  tSGM)  was 
unprecedented  in  the  Region.  Single  Black- 
chinned  Hummingbirds  were  found  1 1 Oct  at 
Miraflores  (RAH,  RAE)  and  13  Oct  near  Ciu- 
dad Constitucion  (MS),  and  single 
Archilochus  hummingbirds  were  recorded  30 


Sep  at  both  Caduano  and  Miraflores  (SGM). 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  are  seldom  seen  along 
the  coast  in  fall,  but  an  ad.  male  was  at  El  So- 
corro 13-19  Oct  (MSM,  DSS).  The  season’s 
only  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  was  at  "I os  Manzan- 
itos,”  at  1710  m in  the  Sierra  San  Pedro  Mar- 
tir,  14  Nov  (HO  et  al). 

Remarkably,  only  one  Willow  Flycatcher 
was  reported  (Miraflores,  26  Sep,  SGM), 
whereas  lone  reports  of  Hammond’s  Fly- 
catcher at  Playas  de  Tijuana  15  Nov  (ph. 
MJB)  and  Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Rancho  San 
Jose  de  Castro  16  Oct  (TMSM,  DSS)  were 
more  in  line  with  expectations.  A late  Pacific- 
slope  Flycatcher  was  in  Tijuana  16  Nov  (ph. 
MJB).  Eastern  Phoebes  are  hard  to  come  by  in 


the  Region,  but  MDC  and  crew  found  a first- 
fall  bird  at  Santo  Tomas  12  Nov  and  an  ad.  at 
El  Rosario  13  Nov;  the  latter  was  at  a spot 
where  Carmody  had  recorded  one  17  Nov 
2004,  suggesting  a returning  bird.  Only  2 
Tropical  Kingbirds  were  found  in  Baja  Cali- 
fornia, 12-15  Oct,  but  10-13  were  found  far- 
ther s.,  23  Sep-12  Oct.  Nine  Western  King- 
birds 25  Sep-4  Oct,  including  4 near  El  Gas- 
pareno  28  Sep  (SGM,  LS),  was  a good  show- 
ing for  Baja  California  Sur.  The  only  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  a first-fall  bird  at  Cantamar  8 
Sep  (SNGH,  ph.  RAH).  Single  migrating  or 
wintering  Gray  Vireos  were  at  Arroyo  Yubay 
14  Oct  and  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  15  and  17 
Oct  (all  MF,  GF).  Plumbeous  Vireos  were 
record  early  in  both  states:  El  Rosario  10  Sep 
(RAH,  SNGH)  and  Miraflores  24  Sep  (SGM). 
The  only  nominate  Cassin’s  Vireo  was  in  Ciu- 
dad Constitucion  10  Oct  (RAE,  RAH).  A late 
Warbling  Vireo  was  in  Tijuana  16  Nov  (MJB). 
An  American  Crow  at  El  Rosario  27  Sep  (vt. 
MJB,  ph.  MS  et  al.)  was  as  far  s.  as  any  Re- 
gional record. 

Baja  California’s  only  Purple  Martin  was  at 
Estero  Punta  Banda  11  Sep 
(SNGH,  RAH),  but  many  were 
seen  in  Baja  California  Sur  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  Oct,  with  a 
maximum  estimate  of  50  near 
Ciudad  Constitucion  13  Oct 
(MJB  et  al.).  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  unusu- 
ally numerous  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict, with  a high  estimate  of 
1050  at  Miraflores  26  Sep 
(SGM).  Six  Western  Bluebirds 
at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  20  Nov 
(RAE)  were  in  the  ne.,  where 
the  species  occurs  rarely  and 
sporadically  in  fall  and  winter. 
A male  Varied  Thrush  at  Ran- 
cho San  Jose  de  Castro  16  Oct 
(MSM,  DSS)  was  the  5th  for 
Baja  California  Sur,  and  anoth- 
er male  was  at  El  Rosario  13  Nov  (MDC  et 
al.).  The  seasons  only  Gray  Catbird  was  at 
Rancho  Santa  Monica  16  Oct  (MSM,  DSS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  a generally  pitiful  season  for  migratory 
warblers,  species  missed  or  encountered  in 
lower-than-normal  numbers  included  Ten- 
nessee (2  in  Baja  California,  3 in  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur),  Nashville  (8,  3),  Virginia’s  (0,  0), 
Lucy’s  (2,  0),  Chestnut-sided  (1,0),  Magnolia 
(0,  1),  Hermit  (2,  0),  Blackburnian  (1,  0), 
Prairie  (0,  0),  Palm  (2,  1),  Blackpoll  (2,  3), 
Black-and-white  (3,  16-23),  American  Red- 
start (7,  13),  Ovenbird  (0,  1),  and  Northern 
Waterthrush  (3,  12).  Species  found  in  num- 


Baja  California's  third  well-documented  Ruff,  and  the  first  one  since  1997,  was 
photographed  on  8 September  2006  at  a small  pond  on  the  Maneadero  Plain. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 
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Although  a common  visitor  to  pelagic  waters  in  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  Region,  Pomarine  Jaeger  has  not  been  collected  in  the  Region,  nor  has  a photograph  been  previously  published. 
These  birds  were  off  Ensenada,  Baja  California  12  September  2006  (left)  and  at  Gorda  Bank,  off  the  peninsula's  southern  tip,  9 October  2006  (right).  Photographs  by  Steve  I V.  6.  Howell  and  Matt 
Sadowski,  respectively. 


bers  closer  to  normal  included  Northern 
Parula  (0,  2),  Black-throated  Blue  (1,  3,  in- 
cluding a male  returning  for  a 3rd  winter  to 
Guerrero  Negro  15  Nov+;  AG-A,  MF,  GF), 
and  Black-throated  Green  (1,  2).  Single-ob- 
server reports  of  Blackpolls  on  11  & 13  Nov 
may  have  been  correct,  but  this  species  gets 
very  scarce  after  Oct,  and  the  documentation 
submitted  did  not  rule  out  Bay-breasted  War- 
bler, a species  that,  while  much  scarcer  in  the 
West,  tends  to  migrate  later  in  the  season. 

Even  this  lackluster  fall  managed  to  pro- 
duce a number  of  warbler  highlights.  An  ad. 
male  Yellow-throated  Warbler  apparently  re- 
turned to  a location  in  Miraflores  that  held 
one  last  fall,  and  was  seen  24  Sep-12  Oct  (ph. 
tSGM  et  al);  another  was  found  s.  of  Ciudad 
Insurgentes  10  Oct  (ph.  RAH,  RAE).  In  addi- 
tion to  the  male  Grace’s  Warbler  that  re- 
turned for  a 4th  winter  to  a site  near  Ciudad 
Constitucion  5-13  Oct  (MJB,  ph.  MS  et  al.), 
Baja  California’s  2nd  appeared  briefly  at  El 
Rosario  15  Oct  (MS,  tMJB,  LDS).  The  Re- 
gion’s 4th  Pine  Warbler,  a first-fall  male,  was 
se.  of  Maneadero  13  Oct  (ph.  tPAG,  DG).  An 
ad.  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  at  Mi- 
raflores 11  Oct  (ph.  RAH,  RAE).  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur’s  4th  Mourning  Warbler  was  at  Cadu- 
ano  23  Sep  (tSGM).  In  Baja  California  Sur, 
male  Hooded  Warblers  were  near  Gavilan  2 
Oct  (LDS,  ph.  MS  et  al.),  at  San  Ignacio  7 Oct 
(DB),  and  at  Miraflores  11-12  Oct  (RAE,  RAH 
et  al).  Early  in  the  season,  on  19  Aug,  single 
male  and  female  Belding’s  Yellowthroats  were 
found  at  a new  site  for  the  species:  Segundo 
Bosque,  Arroyo  La  Soledad,  near  24°  50’  N, 
110°  45’  W (RC).  Also,  the  Region’s  earliest 
migrant  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  at  Rancho  El 
Descanso  10  Sep  (SNGH,  RAH). 
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Records  of  1 1 Summer  Tanagers  were  scat- 
tered around  the  n.  state,  but  only  4 were 
found  in  the  south.  The  seasons  only  Scarlet 
Tanager  was  found  15  Nov  at  an  unlikely  lo- 
cale— La  Huerta  e.  of  Ojos  Negros  (KC, 
tMDC,  tHO  et  al.).  A Vesper  Sparrow  along 
the  road  to  La  Bufadora  11  Sep  (SNGH,  RAH) 
was  eight  days  earlier  than  previous  records. 
Single  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  discovered 
13  Sep  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  (SNGH)  and 
6 Oct  near  El  Gasparefio  (SGM).  An  Oregon 
Junco  at  Bahia  Asuncion  16  Oct  (MSM,  DSS) 
was  in  Baja  California  Sur,  where  scarce.  The 
season’s  only  longspur  was  a Chestnut-col- 
lared at  Villa  Jesus  Maria  18  Oct  (MSM,  DSS). 

A paltry  3 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
reported,  2 in  the  n.  and  one  in  the  s.,  and  the 
only  Indigo  Buntings  were  singles  at  El 
Rosario  9 (SNGH,  RAH)  & 27  Sep  (MS  et  al.). 
A Dickcissel  at  Rancho  El  Descanso  10  Sep 
(SNGH)  was  the  only  one  seen,  and  Bobolink 
went  unrecorded  for  the  first  time  since  2000. 
A female  Bronzed  Cowbird  seen  7 Oct  at  La- 
gunas de  Chametla  (TSGM)  was  in  a location 
where  at  least  one  female  was  seen  the  two 
previous  winters.  The  only  definite  Orchard 
Oriole  was  a calling  female  s.  of  Playas  de  Ti- 
juana 23  Nov,  and  a late  ad.  male  Hooded  Ori- 
ole was  there  the  following  day  (both  RAE). 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  at  El  Rosario  27  Sep 
(one,  ph.  MJB  et  al.),  Miraflores  2 Oct  (2, 
SGM,  BLaB),  and  Tijuana  17  Nov  (2,  ph. 
MJB).  The  only  Purple  Finch  was  a female  at 
Rancho  la  Puerta  17-20  Nov  (JS).  It  was  not  a 
good  year  for  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches,  but 
one  managed  to  reach  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles 
24  Oct  (MF;  GF).  An  American  Goldfinch 
(and  probably  a few  more)  at  Rancho  la  Puer- 
ta 29  Oct-11  Dec  (JS)  was  at  a new  locality. 
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DUCKS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Three  Muscovy  Ducks  were  seen  near  San 
Bias  (w.  of  the  Sewage  Pond  Trail),  and  5 more 
were  just  n.  of  Singayta  24  Nov  (DS).  Three 
white-morph  and  one  imm.  dark-morph 
Snow  Geese  and  a female  Hooded  Merganser 
were  in  the  golf  course  ponds  at  Puerto 
Penasco,  Son.  17  Nov  (KC,  MC  et  al.).  A juv. 
Brown  Pelican  was  found  dead  at  km  99  of 
the  hwy.  between  Sonoyta  and  San  Luis  Rio 
Colorado,  Son.  27  Jul  (GR).  An  imm.  Little 
Blue  Heron  was  recorded  in  Canon  de  Fer- 


Two  Golden  Eagles  were  found  10  kilometers  into  Oaxaca 
state  along  the  Puebla/Oaxaca  highway  15  November  2006; 
the  species  is  quite  rare  so  far  south  in  Mexico.  Photograph 
by  Manuel  Grosselet. 

nandez  S.P  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  13  Aug 
(MRLL,  ph.  FVP),  and  a Tricolored  Heron 
was  there  15  Oct  (WB).  A Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron  was  at  Bocatoma  11  near  Gomez 
Farias,  Tamps.  9 Nov  (RC,  JG,  CS).  As  many 
as  10  Boat-billed  Herons  were  at  Taninul, 
S.L.P.  15  Nov  (RC,  JG,  CS).  Five  White  Ibis 
and  2 Roseate  Spoonbills  were  24  km  s.  of 
Ciudad  Valles,  S.L.P.  15  Nov  (RC,  JG,  CS).  A 


Wood  Stork  was  40  km  n.  of  Ciudad  Valles, 
and  2 were  in  Tamps.  8 km  farther  n.  15  Nov 
(RC,  JG,  CS).  Two  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were 
17  km  w.  of  Linares,  N.L.  13  Aug  (MC).  In 
San  Bias,  Nay.,  4 Snail  Kites  were  seen  on  a 
boatride  to  La  Tovara  23  Nov,  and  at  least  6 
were  on  the  Rio  San  Cristobal  26  Nov  (DS); 
the  species  has  become  regular,  even  com- 
mon, here  in  recent  years.  An  ad.  Harris’s 
Hawk  was  near  Cholla  Bay,  Son.  17  Nov  (MC 
et  al.).  A Common  Black-Hawk  was  seen  in 
La  Isla,  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  20  Aug  and  16 
Sep;  it  had  been  last  recorded  in  the  subregion 
in  1999  (WB,  MRLL,  FVP).  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  were  again  seen  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo. 
8,  15,  & 19  Oct  and  12,  19,  & 26  Nov,  singly 
or  in  vocal  pairs  (MRLL,  WB,  AVJ,  FVP).  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  recorded  at  Canon  de 
Fernandez  3 Sep,  where  the  species  had  not 
been  seen  since  Jan  2003  (MRLL,  AVJ,  FVP); 
a Gray  Hawk  was  also  there  that  day  (WB, 
MRLL,  FVP,  AVJ),  the  7th  consecutive  year 
that  the  species  has  been  recorded  in  the  area, 
which  suggests  that  colonization  of  the  Chi- 
huahuan  Desert  is  under  way.  An  imm.  Crest- 
ed Caracara  was  near  the  Puerto  Penasco  air- 
port 17  Nov  (MC  et  al.).  Two  Aplomado  Fal- 
cons were  at  a usual  site  40  km  s.  of  Ciudad 
Valles  15  Nov  (RCJG,  CS). 

RAILS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Sora  was  seen  9 Sep  in  a raw  sewage  pond  in 
the  border  between  the  cities  of  Torreon, 


Coah.  and  Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  (MRLL,  FVP). 
An  imm.  and  an  ad.  Limpkin  were  seen  during 
a boat  ride  to  La  Tovara  23  Nov,  and  at  least 
one  imm.  and  2 ads.  were  on  the  Rio  San 
Cristobal  26  Nov  (DS).  Five  Double-striped 
Thick-knees  flew  accross  the  road  to  Gomez 
Farias,  Tamps,  at  dusk  25  Aug  (HGdS).  Two- 
dozen  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  seen  9 Sep 
and  5 & 1 1 Nov  in  a sewage  pond  between  the 
cities  of  Torreon  and  Gomez  Palacio  (MRLL, 
FVP).  A few  Wilson’s  Snipe  were  seen  on  La 
Isla,  Nazas  R.  29  Oct  (MRLL,  FVP). 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  seen  in  La  Isla 
20  Aug  and  another  in  Canon  de  Fernandez  3 
Sep  (WB,  MRLL,  FVP).  A Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  was  at  the  Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamps,  air- 
port, and  2 were  on  the  s.  outskirts  of  Ciudad 
Victoria  23  Aug  (HGdS).  There  were  7-9  Mil- 
itary Macaws  at  Salto  del  Agua  Llovida,  Dgo. 

9 Sep  (MAM,  HGdS).  Two  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds were  at  Bajio  de  Aguinaldos,  Dgo. 

10  Sep  (HGdS  ph.,  MAM).  Green  Jays  were 
recorded  for  the  2nd  consecutive  autumn  in 
Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P,  with  4 seen  15  Oct 
and  2 on  19  Nov  (WB,  MRLL,  AVJ,  FVP).  Two 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  in  Cienega  de  Santa 
Clara  6 Nov  (ES,  MG).  Seven  Mountain  Blue- 


Recorded  on  Cozumel  Island,  Quintana  Roo  only  once  be- 
fore, this  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  photographed  near 
Punta  Celarain  24  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Hector 
Gomez  de  Silva. 

birds  were  in  the  experimental  grass  field  just 
e.  of  the  Puerto  Penasco  sewage  ponds  17 
Nov  (MC  et  al.).  A singing  Black  Robin  was  at 
Casa  de  Piedra  abewe  Alta  Cima,  Tamps.  24 
Aug  (HGdS).  At  least  3 European  Starlings 
were  at  Presa  de  Golondrinas  near  Madera, 
Chih.  10  Aug  (MC). 

A Worin-eating  Warbler  was  around  km 
1.5  on  the  road  up  Cerro  San  Juan  near  Tepic, 


f*  ||  A Marbled  Godwit  fitted  with  a satellite  transmitter  in  Bear  River  N.W.R.,  Utah  in  Apr  2006  summered  in  Alberta  and 
3 f I then  migrated  southward  to  the  e.  side  of  Baja  California  {where  it  stayed  several  weeks);  on  4 Sep,  it  flew  hundreds  of 
km  to  the  east  and  was  tracked  14  hours  later  at  an  altitude  of  500  m over  Ascension,  Chih.  After  five  more  hours,  the  bird  land- 
ed 120  km  e.  of  El  Paso,  lexas,  where  it  remained  for  a day  and  then  returned  to  a place  near  the  original  Baja  site  7 Sep.  The 
timing  of  this  movement  suggests  it  flew  from  Baja  to  Texas  in  order  to  avoid  the  approach  of  Hurricane  John  (AF).  As  almost 
nothing  is  known  about  individual  birds'  responses  to  approaching  tropical  cyclones,  this  bit  of  information  is  most  intriguing. 
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Nay.  27  Nov  (DS).  An  Ovenbird  was  seen  in 
Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P  19  Nov  (WB,  MRLL, 
AVJ,  FVP).  A Louisiana  Wateithrush  was  on  a 
stock  pond  at  Tanque  de  Eraergencia,  Coah. 
16  Aug.  Around  20  Dickcissels  were  seen  in 
the  Canon  de  Fernandez  3 Sep,  and  6 were 
there  8 Oct  (WB,  RLL,  FVP).  A Dickcissel  was 
at  Bajlo  de  Aguinaldos  10  Sep,  and  another 
was  heard  at  nearby  Molinillos  11  Sep  (ph. 
HGdS).  Botteri’s  Sparrows  seemed  particular- 
ly common  ne.  of  Monterrey,  N.L.  13-14  Aug, 
with  at  least  7 territorial  males  within  5 km  of 
the  airport  (MC).  A female  Painted  Bunting  at 
the  Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamps,  airport  23  Aug 
(HGdS)  was  perhaps  an  early  migrant.  Sever- 
al flocks  of  15-30  Pine  Siskins  were  around 
Los  Lirios,  Coah.  15  Aug  (MC). 
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CURASSOW  THROUGH  AN! 

All  records  are  from  the  state  of  Veracruz  un- 
less otherwise  noted.  Four  female  Great 
Curassows  were  at  Laguna  de  Sontecomapan 
10  Oct  (M&BP,  CM).  Three  Crested  Guans 
were  around  km  20  on  the  road  up  Volcan  de 
Fuego,  Jal.  19  Nov  (DS).  Two  Least  Grebes 
were  in  Charco  del  Ingenio,  San  Miguel  de  Al- 
lende,  Gto.  3 Sep  (MG).  A Great  Egret  and  a 
Tricolored  Heron  were  at  Bosque  de  Aragon, 
D.E  3 Sep  (HGdS,  MPV).  A Little  Blue  and  a 
Tricolored  Heron  were  at  Tlahuac,  D.E  31 
Aug,  along  with  3 Snowy  Egrets  (HGdS,  RW, 
AMH).  Three  Upland  Sandpipers  were  in 
Charco  del  Ingenio  3 Sep  (MG).  A White  Ibis 
was  reported  from  Presa  El  Cedazo,  Ags.  16 
Sep  (CAFA).  An  early  Osprey  showed  up  in 
Tlacotalpan  8 Aug  (DM).  A White-tailed  Kite 
was  seen  in  Cuemanco,  D.E  1 Sep  (AMH).  A 


juv.  Snail  Kite  was  seen  along  Hwy.  200  just  n. 
of  the  Manzanillo,  Col.  airport  turnoff  20-21 
Nov  (DS).  A juv.  Crane  Hawk  was  on  the 
Playa  de  Oro  rd.,  Col.  21  Nov  (DS).  The  col- 
or photograph  of  an  imm.  Solitary  Eagle  pub- 
lished recently  in  this  journal  helped  con- 
firmed the  identification  of  an  imm.  Solitary 
Eagle  seen  s.  of  Careyes,  Jal.  29  Nov  2005 
(LS).  A Harris’s  Hawk  migrating  southward 
over  Cardel  3 Oct  was  well  outside  the 
species’  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  A Peregrine 
Falcon  was  in  Tlahuac,  D.E  31  Aug  (RW, 
AMH,  HGdS);  another  was  at  Cuemanco,  D.E 

I Sep  (AMH).  A Clapper  Rail  was  in  man- 
groves at  the  large  lagoon  at  La  Mancha,  Ver. 

II  Oct  (MG). 

An  emaciated  White-winged  Dove  was  dis- 
covered at  the  kitchen  at  the  base  on  Isla  So- 
corro 16  Aug  (LH,  JMG,  AM).  A Eurasian 
Coliared-Oove  was  seen  at  Rio  Escondido 
near  Rinconada,  Ver.  26  Sep  (CW,  m.ob.),  and 
another  was  at  the  La  Mancha,  Ver.  lagoon  3 
Oct  (TL,  CW).  At  least  6 Monk  Parakeets 
with  three  nests  were  see  through  Sep  near 
UAM-Xochimilco,  D.E  (PRB).  A group  of  17 
White-fronted  Parrots  was  at  Parque  Ecologi- 
co  Xochimilco  19  Nov  (MG).  The  many  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  at  Las  Minas  8 Oct  were 


e.  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  Four  Groove- 
billed Anis  were  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochim- 
ilco 23  Oct  (AMH). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Belted  Kingfisher  was  in  Tlahuac  31  Aug 
(RW,  AMH,  HGdS).  American  Pygmy-King- 
fisher at  El  Mirador  2 Oct  was  above  normal 
elevation  (JM).  A Great  Kiskadee  was  on  the 
UAM  campus  in  Cuemanco  6-8  Sep  (AMH).  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  showed  up  at  UNAM  botanical 
garden,  D.E  22  Sep  (ph.  GdO).  Two  Rufous- 
naped  Wrens  were  at  Las  Barrancas  5 Oct 
(M&BP,  RE,  RH),  and  at  least  15  Sedge  Wrens 
were  near  El  Lencero  30  Aug  (FGG,  HGdS).  A 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was  behind  Hotel  Mo- 
cambo,  Boca  del  Rio  6 Oct  (M&BP,  RE,  RH). 
An  Aztec  Thrash  was  at  Las  Minas,  Ver.  7 Oct 
(CoW).  Single  Philadelphia  and  Red-eyed 
Vireos  were  at  the  Los  Tuxtlas  biological  re- 


This  aberrant  Laughing  Gull,  discovered  last  year  in  Rio  La- 
gartos  by  Diego  Nunez,  has  remained  in  the  area  (here  1 0c- 
tober 2006).  The  gape  and  base  of  the  bill  have  now 
become  black.  Photograph  by  Luis  Tellez. 

search  station  8 Oct  (M&BP,  CM).  Around  40 
juv.  European  Starlings  were  in  Charco  del  In- 
genio 3 Sep  (MG);  an  ad.  was  at  Cienega  de 
Juana  Ruiz,  Gto.  4 Nov  (JB,  SC).  A Blue  Mock- 
ingbird was  in  the  Tenantongo  area  of  Bosque 
de  Tlalpan,  D.E  9 Aug  (HGdS,  LASG).  Single 
Black-crested  Titmice  were  reported  at  Par- 
que Natura,  Ver.  13  Aug  and  25  Nov  (FGG). 

Three  Olive  Warblers  were  in  the  Tenan- 
tongo area  of  Bosque  de  Tlalpan,  D.E  9 Aug 
(HGdS,  LASG).  A male  Golden-winged  War- 
bler was  in  Volcan  San  Martin  on  the  rd.  from 
San  Andres  Tuxtla  to  Ruiz  Cortlnez  9 Oct 
(M&BP,  CM).  A female  Northern  Parula  was 
at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  12  Nov  (ph. 
GdO).  A Prothonotary  Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed at  Cienega  de  Juana  Ruiz,  near  San 
Miguel  de  Allende  21  Apr  (WM,  W&SC). 
The  earliest  Wilson’s  Warbler  reported  from 
Mexico  City  was  near  the  UNAM  botanical 
garden,  D.E  28  Aug  (MAG).  A first-year  male 
Canada  Warbler  was  at  the  Los  Tuxtlas  bio- 
logical research  station  8 Oct  (M&BP,  CM).  A 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  in  Dlnamos  de 
Contreras,  D.E  30  Aug  (GdO,  ph.).  A Scarlet 
Tanager  was  at  the  Los  Tuxtlas  biological  re- 
search station  8 Oct  (M&BP,  CM).  At  least  10 
Botteri’s  Sparrows  were  near  El  Lencero  30 
Aug  (FGG,  HGdS).  Single  Audubon’s  Orioles 
were  at  Bosque  de  Tlalpan  9 & 16  Aug 
(HGdS,  LASG,  ph.  GdO).  A female  Hooded 
Oriole  was  at  the  UNAM  botanical  garden  29 
Sep  (ph.  GdO).  At  least  one  Red  Crossbill  was 
heard  flying  over  the  Tenantongo  area  of 
Bosque  de  Tlalpan,  D.E  9 Aug  (HGdS,  LASG). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface):  j. 
Bemer,  Wayne  Colony,  Susan  Colony,  Gerardo 
del  Olmo,  Richard  Erickson,  Carlos  Alfredo 
Flores  de  Anda,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Fer- 
nando Gonzalez  Garda,  Manuel  Grosselet, 
Robert  Hamilton,  Leone!  Herrera,  Juan 
Martinez  Gomez,  Tony  Leukering,  Walter 
Meagher,  Curtis  Marantz,  Amy  McAndrews, 
David  McCauley,  Alejandro  Melendez  Herrada, 
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Jorge  Montejo,  Michael  Patten,  Brenda  Patten, 
Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Patricia  Ramirez  Basti- 
da,  Luis  Antonio  Sanchez  Gonzalez,  Dale 
Stahlecker,  Langdon  Stevenson,  Richard  Wil- 
son, Cole  Wolf  (CoW),  Chris  Wood. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


WOOD-QUAIL  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

All  records  are  from  the  state  of  Oaxaca  un- 
less otherwise  noted.  Several  flocks  of  Spot- 
ted Wood-Quail  were  heard  in  the  mts. 
around  El  Ocote  near  Valle  Nacional  7 Aug 
(MG).  Two  Golden  Eagles  were  pho- 
tographed along  the  Puebla-Oaxaca  hwy.  10 
km  s.  of  the  Puebla  border  15  Nov  (ph.  MG, 
ph.  GRM)  Two  Aplomado  Falcons  near  Tux- 
tepec  10  Oct  were  outside  of  normal  range 
(AM,  JM).  Two  Scaly-breasted  Humming- 
birds at  Bonampak  3 Oct  (M&BP,  RE,  vt.  RH) 
were  probably  the  first  recorded  at  this  site. 
Several  Rufous-tailed  Hummingbirds  en- 
countered 20  & 27  Oct  near  La  Venta  were 
outside  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  An  ad. 
Plain-capped  Starthroat  was  mistnetted  in  the 
Santo  Domingo  botanical  garden  27  Aug,  ap- 
parently the  2nd  confirmed  record  for  the 
Central  Valley  of  Oax.  (MG).  A Slender 
Sheartail  was  at  Sumidero  Canyon  N.R  9 Oct 
(CW,  SK,  TL,  TE).  Two  Wedge-tailed  Saber- 
wings  were  in  El  Ocote  7 Aug  (MG).  At  least 
10  Black-crested  Coquettes  were  seen  above 
El  Ocote  7 Aug  (MG).  Three  Rufous-tailed 
jacamars  were  at  Palenque  1 Oct  (M&BP,  RE, 
RH).  Three  Black-faced  Antthrushes  were 
high  above  El  Ocote  7 Aug  (MG).  A Sulphur- 
rumped  Flycatcher  was  at  Palenque  1 Oct 
(M&BP,  RE,  RH).  A molting  Greenish  Elaenia 
in  the  Santo  Domingo  botanical  garden,  Oax- 
aca 27  Aug  was  just  the  2nd  record  for  this 
site  in  five  years  of  mistnetting  (both  records 
from  2006  and  consistent  with  migrant  pas- 
sage). A Piratic  Flycatcher  just  nw.  of  La  Ven- 
ta 8 Sep  was  slightly  out  of  normal  range 
(AM,  JM,  ph.).  A somewhat  late  Streaked  Fly- 
catcher was  on  the  rd.  to  Lacanja  Tzeltal  2 
Oct  (M&BP,  RE,  RH).  Two  pairs  of  Gray-col- 
lared Becards  were  above  El  Ocote  7 Aug 
(MG).  A female  Lovely  Cotinga  was  at 
Bonampak  3 Oct  (M&BP,  RE,  RH).  Single 
Tennessee  Warblers  were  mist-netted  29  Oct 


and  25  Nov  in  the  Santo  Domingo  botanical 
Garden  (MG).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  just  n. 
of  La  Venta  24  Oct  was  slightly  e.  of  normal 
range  (AM,  JM,  KS).  A single  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  discovered  23  Oct  just  n.  of  La  Ven- 
ta was  a bit  s.  of  normal  range  (EH,  AM).  A 
Blackpoll  Warbler  just  w.  of  La  Venta  27  Oct 


(AM,  JM)  was  well  outside  the  range  indicat- 
ed by  Howell  and  Webb  (1995).  A Western 
Palm  Warbler  was  discovered  about  one  km 
w.  of  La  Ventosa  5 Nov  (AM).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  near  Valle  Nacional  as  early 
as  6 Aug.  A Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Bonampak 
3 Oct  (M&BP,  RE,  RH). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
Todd  Engstrom,  Richard  Erickson,  Manuel 
Grosselet,  Robert  Hamilton,  Eric  Hernandez, 
Steve  Kelling,  Tony  Leukering,  Amy  McAn- 
drews,  Jorge  Montejo,  Michael  Patten,  Brenda 
Patten,  Georgita  Ruiz  Michel,  Karlo  Soto, 
Chris  Wood. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


This  autumn  saw  the  subregions  first  report 
of  a Scaly-breasted  Hummingbird,  a species 
from  Central  America;  it  was  in  an  area  cur- 
rently disputed  between  the  states  of 
Campeche  and  Quintana  Roo.  In  addition,  a 
Spotted  Rail  was  new  for  the  Campeche  state 
list,  and  an  additional  record  of  Lesser  Swal- 
low-tailed Swift  came  from  southern  Quin- 
tana Roo.  Interesting  migratory  bird  data 
came  from  a research  project  being  carried 
out  in  five  locations  along  the  east  coast  of  the 
Peninsula,  mostly  in  the  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere 
Reserve. 


A Lesser  Swallow-tailed  Swift  nest  was  found  25  November 
2006  at  Ejido  Reforma  Agraria,  Quintana  Roo,  one  of  only 
three  records  of  this  species  from  the  Mexican  portion  of  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula.  Photograph  by  Monica  Perez  Villafana. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

There  were  18  ad.  and  13  imm.  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  at  the  Cozumel  G.C.  29  Sep 
(HGdS,  JdH,  vt.  RC).  A female  Gadwall,  an  in- 
frequent winter  visitor,  was  on  L.  Coba  17 
Nov  (BD,  LD).  A flock  of  80  American  White 
Pelicans,  the  first  of  the  season,  were  observed 
migrating  southward  over  the  Celestun  estu- 
ary 8 Aug  (AD),  and  20  others  were  seen  at 
rest  in  the  area  8 Oct  (AD).  A probable  Amer- 
ican Bittern  was  spotted  in  vegetation  border- 
ing a coastal  lagoon  at  Dzilam  Bravo  18  Nov 
(EC,  BM,  AM,  AR);  an  ad.  Least  Bittern  was  at 
the  Cozumel  G.C.  23  Sep,  and  an  imm.  was  at 
L.  Coba  29  Sep  (HGdS,  JdH  vt.).  An  ad.  Black- 


crowned  Night-Heron,  a species  reported  with 
increasing  frequency  during  the  winter  in  re- 
cent years,  was  seen  at  Dzilam  Bravo  18  Nov 
(MT).  The  3 White-faced  Ibis  in  breeding 
plumage  that  flew  into  a roadside  pond  5 km  I 
s.  of  El  Cuyo  1 1 Aug  provided  the  first  sum- 
mer record  of  the  species  in  Yuc.  (MG,  BM). 

Two  jabirus  were  back  on  their  nest  in  Peten 
Tucha  during  the  first  week  of  Nov,  presum- 
ably the  same  pair  that  successfully  raised  3 
young  there  a year  ago  (AR). 

A King  Vulture  flew  over  Calakmul  23  Nov 
(LD),  while  an  ad.  and  imm.  were  at  Yoactun, 
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Q.  Roo  27  Nov  (1GL,  AVI).  A flock  of  15  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  was  observed  flying  north- 
ward from  Felipe  Carrillo  Puerto,  Q.  Roo  to- 
ward Tulum  2 Aug  (GT).  A White-tailed  Kite 
was  perched  on  a snag  on  the  road  to  Sacbo 
(ca.  8 km.  s.  of  El  Cuyo,  Yuc.)  12  Aug  (MG, 
BM),  while  an  imm.  Crane  Hawk  was  at  Ejido 
Arroyo  Negro  19  Nov  (MPV,  HGdS).  An  ad. 
and  a juv.  Gray  Hawk  were  observed  feeding 
on  a snake  on  road  to  Sacbo  12  Aug  (MG, 
BM).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  at  Calakmul  15 
Nov  (BD,  LD,  WD,  CZ);  this  species  has  been 
reported  one  five  other  occasions  from  differ- 
ent locations  throughout  the  peninsula.  A 
White-tailed  Hawk  was  reported  in  Rio  La- 
gartos  11  Nov  (MT),  while  a pair  was  perched 
in  a roadside  tree  7 km  s.  of  there  11  Dec  (DB, 
EG,  BM,  GT).  A Black  Hawk-Eagle  was  heard 
along  the  Vigia  Chico  rd.  26  Sep  (HGdS,  JdH); 
another  was  heard  at  Ejido  Reforma  Agraria 
26  Nov,  and  another  at  Chunhuas,  Q.  Roo  28 
Nov  (HGdS).  Both  a male  American  Kestrel 
and  a male  Merlin  were  found  along  the 
Chunchucmil  rd.,  15  km  e.  of  Celestun,  Yuc., 
24  Oct  (AD).  A pair  of  Bat  Falcons,  increas- 
ingly uncommon,  were  seen  flying  low  and 
calling  on  the  rd.  to  Sacbo  12  Aug  (MG,  BM). 
Three  Peregrine  Falcons  turned  up  in  Ce- 
lestun together  8 Oct  during  an  overcast  day 
with  a strong  northerly  wind;  all  were  still  in 
the  area  19  Oct  (AD). 

RAILS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A Spotted  Rail  seen  in  a roadside  wetland  just 
n.  of  Bel  Ha,  Camp.,  on  the  rd.  n.  from  Xpujil 
26  Nov  (LD),  furnished  a first  state  record. 
One  seen  at  Coba  19  Nov  (BD,  LD,  WD,  CZ) 
was  not  as  unusual  but  still  significant.  Al- 
though one  or  2 Limpkins  have  always  been 
seen  at  Coba,  Q.  Roo,  6 were  there  28  Sep 
(HGdS,  vt.  JdH,  LT).  Three  Piping  Plovers 
were  on  the  beach  across  the  estuary  at  Rio 
Lagartos  1 Oct  (HGdS,  vt.  JdH,  IN,  LT).  A 
first-year  Willet  with  very  pale  legs  was  in  the 
coastal  marsh  at  Progreso,  probably  a sum- 
mering bird  (BM,  RM).  A Long-billed  Curlew 
and  1 1 Marbled  Godwits  were  in  a coastal  la- 
goon in  the  village  of  Dzilam  Bravo  18  Nov 
(EC,  BM,  AM,  AR).  A Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper near  Celarain  lighthouse  24  Sep  proba- 
bly furnished  Cozumel’s  first  photographic 
record  of  the  species  (ph.  HGdS,  JdH,  RC). 
Three  Western  and  9 Least  Sandpipers  were 
in  flats  along  the  causeway  leading  into  El 
Cuyo  13  Aug  (MG,  BM).  A Dunlin  was  at  Las 
Coloradas  27  Nov  (BD,  LD,  WD,  CZ),  and  a 
Stilt  Sandpiper  was  in  a salt  pond  near  Hotel 
Xixim,  10  km  n.  of  Celestun  2 Nov,  along 
with  a Wilsons  Phalarope  (AD). 

A Pomarine  Jaeger  was  seen  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Celestun  estuary  2 Aug  (AD).  The  aber- 


rant (red-billed  and  red-legged)  Laughing 
Gull  was  still  at  Rio  Lagartos  in  early  Oct;  it 
now  has  a black  gape  and  bill  base  (DN, 
HGdS,  vt.  JdH,  ph.  LT).  A Herring  Gull  was  in 
Celestun  as  early  as  2 Aug  (AD),  and  a Com- 
mon Tern,  predominantly  a transient  on  the 
peninsula,  was  at  a tern  roost  near  Las  Col- 
oradas 1 Oct  (HGdS,  JdH,  IN).  Three  Blue 
Ground-Doves  each  were  at  Yoactun  27  Nov 
and  at  Chunhuas  the  next  day  (HGdS,  MPV), 
while  a White-crowned  Pigeon  was  banded  at 
Akumal  22-27  Sep  (AR,  WS).  Three  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  in  Tulum  25  Sep 
(HGdS,  JdH),  and  one  was  at  a Pemex  station 
near  Merida  airport  26  Nov  (BD,  LD,  WD, 
CZ).  Guatemalan  Screech-Owl  was  abundant 
and  very  vocal  along  the  Vigia  Chico  rd.  26  & 
27  Sep,  but  on  the  same  dates,  only  one  Yu- 
catan Poorwiil  was  heard,  and  Yucatan  Night- 
jar was  silent  (HGdS,  JdH,  LT).  An  aban- 
doned Lesser  Swallow-tailed  Swift  nest  at 
the  Ejido  Reforma  Agraria,  Q.  Roo  water  tow- 
er 25  Nov  (HGdS,  MPV  ph.)  represented  one 
of  very  few  records  from  the  Peninsula,  previ- 


This  Prothonotary  Warbler  showed  up  21  April  2006  at 
Cienega  de  Juana  Ruiz,  near  San  Miguel  de  Allende,  Guana- 
juato. Photograph  by  Susan  Colony. 


ous  records  being  from  Noh-Bec  and  from 
Tres  Garantias,  Q.  Roo  (PW). 

A unique  record  for  Quintana  Roo  (or 
Campeche)  was  a Scaly-breasted  Humming- 
bird at  Ejido  Arroyo  Negro,  adjacent  to  the  e. 
border  of  the  Calakmul  Biosphere  Reserve  19 
Nov  (vt.  MPV,  HGdS).  This  Central  American 
species  has  only  been  recorded  no  closer  than 
ne.  Chiapas.  A female  Canivet’s  Emerald  was 
on  a nest  27  Sep  along  the  Vigia  Chico  rd. 
(HGdS,  JdH,  LT).  A Yucatan  Woodpecker  was 
at  the  edge  of  its  range  near  Ejido  Cristobal 
Colon,  Q.  Roo  20  Nov  (HGdS,  MPV).  A pair 
of  Yellow-bellied  Elaenias  was  observed  tak- 
ing food  to  nest  on  rd.  to  Sacbo  12  Aug  (MG, 
BM).  Single  Royal  Flycatchers,  scarce  in  the 
subregion,  were  observed  at  Muyil  2 Aug 
(GT),  Ejido  Arroyo  Negro  18  Nov,  and  Ejido 
Nuevo  Becal,  Q.Roo/Camp.  23  Nov  (HGdS, 
MPV).  An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  ob- 
served 4 & 7 Nov  at  Central  Vallarta,  Q.  Roo 
(JD,  LK);  this  species  has  only  been  registered 
in  three  other  locations  on  the  Peninsula.  Two 
Alder  Flycatchers — both  distinguished  from 


Willow  by  their  calls — were  at  a ranch  near 
San  Gervasio  25  Sep  (HGdS,  vt.  JdH),  while  a 
Willow  Flycatcher  was  banded  at  Pez  Maya  9- 
12  Oct  (AR);  if  correctly  identified,  the  latter 
record  at  last  confirms  the  species  for  the  Sian 
Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve.  The  10  Least  Fly- 
catchers at  San  Antonio  Chel  10  Aug  provid- 
ed the  first  report  of  the  season  (MG,  BM);  the 
species  was  still  migrating  through  the  area 
15  Oct  (BM).  A tentative  sighting  of  an  East- 
ern Phoebe,  rare  for  the  Peninsula,  came  from 
Pez  Maya  1 1 Oct,  possibly  a new  addition  to 
the  Sian  Ka’an  bird  list  (AR);  another  was  at 
Yoactun,  Q.  Roo  27  Nov  (HGdS,  MPV).  A 
probable  Rufous  Mourner  was  heard  at  Ejido 
Nuevo  Becal,  Q.  Roo/Camp.  23  Nov  (HGdS); 
this  species  has  yet  to  be  properly  document- 
ed for  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  region.  A 
Streaked  Flycatcher  was  on  the  Vigia  Chico 
rd.  28  Sep  (ph.  HGdS,  vt.  JdH).  Thirty  mi- 
grating Eastern  Kingbirds  were  feeding  on 
Royal  Palms  at  Chichen  Itza  29  Sep  (BM). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Two  Philadelphia  Vireos  were  on  the  Vigia 
Chico  rd.  28  Sep  (HGdS,  JdH),  and  a transient 
Black-whiskered  Vireo,  rarely  reported  during 
fall  migration,  was  netted  23-27  Sep  at  San 
Juan,  13  km  n.  of  Punta  Allen,  Sian  Ka’an  Bios- 
phere Reserve  (AR).  A House  Wren  was  ob- 
served singing  and  entering  its  nest  hole  in  a 
snag  on  the  rd.  to  Sacbo  12  Aug  (MG,  BM).  A 
Long-billed  Gnatwren,  normally  found  inland, 
was  netted  at  San  Juan  23-27  Sep  (AR),  and  4 
Veeries  were  netted  at  there  13-17  Oct  (AP). 
The  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  migration  along  the 
e.  coast  was  well  documented  this  year,  with 
the  earliest  individual  being  netted  at  San  Juan 
23-27  Sep  (AR);  another  at  Akumal  13-17  Oct 
(AR);  2 banded  at  Bahia  Principe  13-17  Oct 
(AP);  3 there  20-34  Oct  (AP);  and  2 there  1-5 
Nov  (AR).  Gray  Catbirds  arrived  in  numbers 
late  Sep-late  Nov,  with  the  most  netted  being 
142  at  San  Juan  13-17  Oct  (AP),  154  at  Chen- 
chomac,  10  km  s.  of  Pez  Maya,  20-24  Oct  (AP), 
and  175  at  the  latter  location  6-10  Nov  (AP). 
Several  endemic  Black  Catbirds  were  in  a road- 
side wetland  on  the  Chunchucmil  rd.  2 Aug 
(AD),  and  7 were  observed  13  Aug  in  a forest- 
ed area  4 km  e.  of  Dzonot  Carretero,  feeding  on 
fruit  of  Metopium  brownie,  including  an  ad. 
feeding  mature  fruits  to  a fledling  (MG,  BM). 
Black  Catbirds  were  seen  on  the  Vigia  Chico  rd. 
28  Sep  (HGdS,  JdH).  Other  inland  records  for 
Quintana  Roo  of  Black  Catbird  include  a pair  at 
Yoactun  27  Nov  and  one  at  Chunhuas  28  Nov 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A Tropical  Mockingbird  was 
seen  feeding  a young  Bronzed  Cowbird  in  ear- 
ly Sep  at  San  Antonio  Chel,  Hunucma,  Yuc. 
(AM).  Five  European  Starlings  were  seen  at  the 
Celestun  harbor  5 Oct,  where  2 were  seen  a 
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MEXICO 


This  photograph  of  an  adult  Audubon's  Oriole  in  Bosque  de 
Tlalpan  1 6 August  2006  is  the  first  from  the  Distrito  Federal. 
It  has  been  uncertain  whether  the  few  records  from  Distrito 
Federal  pertained  to  escapees,  but  because  all  records  have 
come  from  this  park  near  the  edge  of  Mexico  City  (and  span 
1973-2006),  natural  provenance  would  seem  far  more 
likely.  Photograph  by  Gerardo  del  Olmo. 

year  ago;  2 were  still  there  19  Oct  (all  AD). 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  was  at  San  Antonio 
Chel,  Hunucma,  Yuc.  29  Oct  (MT),  and  a male 
Golden-winged  Warbler  was  near  San  Gerva- 
sio  25  Sep  (HGdS).  Earlier  migrants  included  a 
female  Northern  Parula  and  a Yellow  Warbler 
at  San  Antonio  Chel,  Hunucma,  Yuc.  10  Aug 
(MG,  BM).  A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
netted  at  Chenchomac  28  Sep-1  Oct  (AP),  and 
another  was  there  25-29  Nov  (AR).  Although 
this  species  more  commonly  migrates  through 
the  area  via  the  offshore  islands,  it  is  also  found 
in  the  coastal  zone.  An  ad.  male  Prairie  War- 
bler was  in  the  forest  at  Dzilam  Bravo  18  Nov 
(EC,  BM,  AR),  and  2 Black-and-white  War- 
blers were  at  San  Antonio  Chel,  Hunucma, 
Yuc.  14  Aug  (MG,  BM).  A total  of  17  Northern 
Waterthrushes  were  banded  at  Pez  Maya  9-12 
Oct  (AR).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush,  an  early 
migrant,  was  at  Chumbec,  Yuc.  6 Aug  (BM), 
and  a single  Kentucky  Warbler,  an  uncommon 
migrant  through  the  area,  was  netted  at  San 
Juan  23-27  Sep  (AR).  A Hooded  Warbler  was 
heard  at  San  Antonio  Chel,  Hunucma,  Yuc.  14 
Aug  (MG,  BM). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

An  ad.  male  Western  Tanager  was  at  Uxmal  25 
Nov  (BD,  LD),  where  it  is  found  most  years;  in 
some  cases,  a returning  individual  may  be  in- 
volved. Single  Olive  Sparrows  were  at  Ejido  Re- 
forma Agraria  26  Nov,  Yoactun  27  Nov,  and 
Chunhuas  28  Nov,  just  n.  of  the  species’  s.  lim- 
it (HGdS,  MPV).  The  similar  Green-backed 
Sparrow  was  recorded  singing  at  a wooded  lo- 


cation 4 km  e.  of  Dzonot  Carretero,  Yuc.  13 
Aug,  thus  extending  the  range  of  this  humid- 
forest  species  farther  westward  in  the  state  of 
Yucatan  (MG,  BM).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  found  in  coastal  scrub  2 Nov  at  Rancho 
Xixim,  10  km  n.  of  Celestun  (AD).  One  ad.  and 
3 juv.  Lark  Sparrows,  uncommon  on  the  Penin- 
sula, were  seen  on  the  San  Felipe-Panaba  rd. 
1 1 Nov  (RM,  AM).  A juv.  White-crowned  Spar- 
row was  also  at  Rancho  Xixim  2 Nov  (AD). 

A juv.  male  and  2 ad.  female  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  were  at  San  Antonio  Chel, 
Hunucma,  Yuc.  15  Oct,  and  on  29  Oct,  after 
another  norther,  there  were  11  apparent  fe- 
males and  a male  perched  together  there 
(BM).  A juv.  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at  Rancho 
Xixim  2 Nov  (AD).  A flock  of  50  Indigo 
Buntings  and  a Painted  Bunting  were  found 
along  the  Chunchucmil  rd.  24  Oct  (AD).  A 
Dickcissel  was  at  the  jet.  to  Celarain  light- 
house on  Cozumel  24  Sep  (HGdS,  JdH).  A 
fledgling  Yellow-billed  Cacique  was  begging 
food  from  both  parents  at  Hacienda  Chalante, 
Yuc.  11  Aug  (MG,  BM). 

Contributors:  Elmer  Canul,  Rafael  Chacon, 
Josep  del  Hoyo,  John  Duncan,  Lucy  Duncan, 
William  Duncan,  Jon  Dunn,  Alex  Dzib,  Ines 
Garcia  Labra,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Edwin 
Gongora,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Luis  Ku,  Barbara 
MacKinnon,  Alberto  Mezquita,  Rodrigo 
Migoya,  Ana  Morales,  Ismael  Navarro,  Diego 
Nunez,  Alexander  Pena,  Monica  Perez  Vil- 
lafana.  Ana  Raymundo,  Alberth  Rosado, 
Waldemar  Santamaria,  Melgar  Tabasco,  Luis 
Tellez,  Guilmer  Tun,  Arturo  Vergara  Iglesias, 
Paul  Wood,  Caralyn  Zehnder.  © 
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Unlike  in  fall  2005,  no  major  hurri- 
canes reached  Central  America’s 
shores  in  2006,  although  there  was  a 
major  cold  front  that  generated  damaging 
winds  from  the  north  in  late  November,  at 
least  as  far  south  as  Nicaragua.  Also,  unlike 
last  fall,  we  have  no  results  to  report  from 
hawk  migration  monitoring  stations.  The  ef- 
forts begun  during  2005  in  Guatemala  and  El 
Salvador  unfortunately  were  not  repeated  this 
year.  Nonetheless,  ornithological  and  birding 
activity  was  high  throughout  the  Region,  and 
this  fall’s  report  provides  no  fewer  than  six 
new  country  records:  Fasciated  Tiger-Heron 
and  Gray-rumped  Swift  in  Honduras,  Solitary 
Eagle  and  Yellow-headed  Caracara  in 
Nicaragua,  Shiny  Cowbird  in  Guatemala,  and 
Veery  in  El  Salvador. 

Abbreviations:  B.R.  (Biosphere  Re- 
serve/Biological Reserve);  C.T.W.S.  (Crooked 
Tree  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Belize);  N.R.  (Nature 
Reserve);  S.E  (Shrimp  Farm);  R.B.C.M.A. 
(Rio  Bravo  Conservation  and  Management 
Area,  Belize). 

TR0PICBIRDS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Heavy  rains  may  have  helped  bring  6 Red- 
billed Tropicbirds  onshore  at  Barra  de  Santia- 
go, Ahuachapdn  2 Sep  (JRS,  MT),  providing  El 
Salvador  with  its  4th  record.  At  least  one  was 
an  ad.  with  tail  streamers.  An  imm.  Nazca 
Booby  on  the  beach  near  Barra  Jiote,  Munici- 
pio  Pasaco,  Jutiapa  3 Nov  (RCU)  was  note- 
worthy, as  there  are  few  records  from 
Guatemala.  It  was  reportedly  banded  at  a 
breeding  site  in  Colombia.  In  Costa  Rica,  on 
16  Oct,  3 American  White  Pelicans  were  seen 
flying  down  the  coast  from  the  Kekoldi  raptor 
observation  tower  at  Hone  Cr.,  Limon  (DM). 
A Magnificent  Frigatebird  overflying  Santa 
Tecla,  La  Libertad  26  Nov  at  900  m elevation 
(TJ)  was  a rare  inland  sight  for  El  Salvador. 
Providing  the  8th  record  for  Panama  and  the 
first  for  Panama  was  a Jabiru  at  Tocumen 
Marsh  18-26  Sep  (JS,  ph.  RM  et  ah).  Although 
impressive,  65  Jabirus  at  Fresh  Catch  Fish 
Farm,  La  Democracia,  Belize  20  Nov  (PB) 
pale  in  comparison  to  the  120  seen  there  last 


Jan.  Since  this  fish  farm  has  been  in  opera- 
tion, Jabirus  have  become  relatively  scarce  at 
other  locations  such  as  Nova  S.E,  where  they 
have  congregated  in  the  past.  The  special  at- 
traction of  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm  for  Jabirus 
is  not  clear. 

A first  for  Honduras,  an  ad.  Fasciated 
Tiger-Heron  was  well  observed  along  the  up- 
per Rio  Platano,  Colon  on  4 Aug  (RG,  AV). 
This  species’  northernmost  documented  oc- 
currence was  in  Costa  Rica,  but  its  presence 
in  Honduras  suggests  that  it  will  eventually 
be  found  in  e.  Nicaragua.  An  ad.  Agami 
Heron  at  L.  de  Guija,  Santa  Ana  12  Oct  (ph. 
GG,  JoR)  furnished  the  first  documented 
record  for  El  Salvador.  This  species  has  been 
reported  at  this  site  sporadically  since  1994, 


Two  Wilson's  Phalaropes  were  found  in  the  Blue  Creek  rice 
fields,  Orange  Walk  District,  Belize  3 September  2006, 
adding  to  three  previous  records  for  the  country,  one  in  fall 
and  two  in  spring.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Phillips. 

but  no  photographs  were  previously  ob- 
tained. Three  King  Vultures  were  seen  from 
the  TELCOR  tower  site  at  600  m on  the  La 
Virgen/San  Juan  del  Sur  road  in  Rivas  30  Nov 
(JM),  and  single  individuals  had  been  report- 
ed in  the  area  in  the  preceding  four  weeks 
(LL,  PS).  This  species  is  local  and  rare  in 
Nicaragua,  and  existing  populations  are  not 


Gull-billed  Terns  are  locally  fairly  common  along  the  coast 
of  Belize,  principally  at  shrimp  farms  and  a few  kilometers 
inland  at  Crooked  Tree  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  but  this  one  at 
the  Blue  Creek  rice  fields,  Orange  Walk  District  5-9  (here  6) 
September  2006  (with  2 there  on  the  9th)  provided  the 
only  truly  inland  record  for  the  country.  Photograph  by 
Ryan  Phillips. 


well  documented.  A migrating  juv.  Mississip- 
pi Kite  observed  in  the  R.B.C.M.A.,  Orange 
Walk  10  Oct  (RP,  CH,  VR)  provided  only  the 
2nd  record  from  inland  Belize  and  the  first  in 
18  years.  Another  juv.  and  an  ad.  migrating  at 
Playa  Salamar,  Jucuaran,  Usulutdn  25  Oct  (JF, 
CF)  as  part  of  a large  mixed-species  move- 
ment represented  a late  fall  record  for  El  Sal- 
vador and  a first  department  record. 

An  ad.  Black-collared  Hawk  soaring  over 
La  Selva,  Heredia  10  Nov  (AD,  JT,  Neblina 
Forest  birding  group)  provided  the  first 
record  for  this  heavily  birded  location.  In 
Costa  Rica,  this  species  is  essentially  confined 
to  the  Tortuguero  and  Cano  Negro  areas  in 
the  n.  Caribbean  lowlands  and  perhaps  a few 
spots  in  the  s.  Pacific  region.  Although  river 
ox-bows,  its  preferred  habitat,  once  abounded 
in  the  area,  the  countryside  surrounding  La 
Selva  is  now  dominated  by  banana  and 
pineapple  plantations,  where  silt-laden  rivers 
plow  straight  courses  along  denuded  banks.  A 
Plumbeous  Hawk  was  at  Cerro  Azul,  Panama 
23  Oct  (BZ),  where  it  is  rarely  seen.  Perhaps 
even  more  out  of  place  was  a Tiny  Hawk  at 
Metropolitan  Park  in  Panama  City  27  Oct 
(BZ).  Solitary  Eagle  was  recorded  for  the  first 
time  in  Nicaragua  when  an  ad.  was  seen  3 
Aug  at  900  m soaring  above  Las  Golondrinas 
waterfall,  Mustin  Mountain  N.R.,  Matagalpa 
(JM,  MSj,  EM,  MAJ,  FAM).  Remarkably,  for 
the  3rd  year  in  a row,  Benesh  photographed  a 
Solitary  Eagle  in  the  same  general  area  of  the 
Mountain  Pine  Ridge  near  Douglas  de  Silva, 
Cayo  while  on  tour  in  Belize.  All  were  seen  on 
the  same  date:  25  Nov.  The  first  2 were  ads.; 
the  one  this  year  was  a juv. 

In  Belize,  where  it  is  rare,  an  ad.  Broad- 
winged Hawk  was  seen  in  the  R.B.C.M.A.  20 
Oct  (RP,  CH,  VR).  On  4 Sep,  a fledged  juv. 
White-tailed  Hawk  was  still  at  its  nest  at  La 
joya  protected  area  in  San  Vicente  (ph.  GC, 
fide  RI),  documenting  the  first  nesting  record 
for  this  rare  hawk  in  El  Salvador.  Another 
White-tailed  Hawk  seen  10  Aug  was  new  for 
the  Rio  Platano  B.R.,  Gracias  a Dios  (RG,  AV). 
Perhaps  a first  for  Nicaragua  was  a Yellow- 
headed Caracara  at  La  Virgen,  Rivas  26  Oct 
(LL,  PS),  although  at  least  one  previous  sight- 
ing remains  unpublished  (J.  C.  Martinez, 
pers.  comm.).  An  ad.  Aplomado  Falcon  at 
The  Dump,  Toledo  26  Nov  (LJ)  was  at  a loca- 
tion where  the  species  is  seldom  seen. 

SUNGREBE  THROUGH  SWIFTS 

Local  and  rare  in  Nicaragua,  a Sungrebe  at  a 
waterfall  pool  in  Musun  Mountain  N.R.  3 Aug 
(JM)  was  apparently  the  first  reported  in  the 
area.  Another  at  La  Joya  protected  area,  San 
Vicente  30  Oct  (ph.  VC,  fide  RI)  represented 
El  Salvadors  3rd  record  but  the  first  from  the 
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Providing  the  third  documented  and  first  lowland  record  for  Costa  Rica  (and  the 
first  to  be  found  alive)  was  this  Oilbird  found  in  Sector  Madrigal,  Corcovado  Na- 
tional Park,  Puntarenas  on  3 October  2006.  Previous  records  were  of  a desiccated 
corpse  found  under  a powerline  on  Cerro  de  La  Muerte  and  a road-killed  bird 
found  at  Monteverde.  Photograph  by  Rayner  Araya. 


department  and  the  first  documented  by  pho- 
tograph in  El  Salvador.  The  Southern  Lap- 
wing first  seen  at  C.T.W.S.,  Belize  in  Mar  2004 
was  still  present  through  the  end  of  the  peri- 
od (m.ob  ).  Two  American  Oystercatchers 
seen  on  several  occasions  on  a beach  s.  of 
Monkey  R.  13  Nov+  (MM)  may  have  been  the 
first  recorded  in  Toledo.  This  species  is  a rare 
and  local  winter  visitor  in  Belize,  with  most 
records  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Stann  Cr. 
in  Dangriga.  Also  rarely  seen  in  Belize  was  an 
American  Avocet  at  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm 
near  La  Democracia  20  Nov  (PB,  MB,  MyB). 
An  Upland  Sandpiper  observed  near  the  bor- 
der of  R.B.C.M.A.  and  Blue  Creek,  Orange 
Walk  13  Oct  (RP,  CH,  VR)  provided  the  latest 
fall  date  yet  for  this  infrequently  encountered 
transient  in  Belize. 

A Long-billed  Curlew  at  Cahuita  12  Nov 
(LR)  on  the  Caribbean  coast  was  exceptional. 
In  Costa  Rica,  the  species  is  a casual  mi- 
grant/winter  resident  only  to  be  expected  in 
the  Gulf  of  Nicoya  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
species  is  also  very  rare  in  Panama  but  in  re- 
cent years  has  been  reported  almost  annually 
on  the  Pacific  coast.  This  year  was  no  excep- 
tion, with  a single  Long-billed  Curlew  found 
at  Panama  Viejo  14  Nov  (BZ).  Although  not 
especially  noteworthy,  Ruddy  Turnstone, 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper,  and  Least  Sand- 
piper were  all  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Rio  Platano  B.R.,  Gracias  a Dios  10  Aug  (RG, 
AV).  Significant  were  a White-rumped  Sand- 
piper and  2-3  Bairds  Sandpipers  in  Panama  at 
Colon  on  the  late  date  of  13  Nov.  Also  worth 
mentioning  was  a Stilt  Sandpiper  there  the 
same  day  (all  BZ).  An  ad.  Ruddy  Turnstone  at 
the  Blue  Creek  rice  fields.  Orange  Walk  9 Sep 
(RP,  CH,  VR)  was  the  first  to  be  recorded 
away  from  the  coastal  plain  in  Belize,  and  2 
Wilsons  Phalaropes  there  on  3 Sep  (ph.  RP, 


CH,  VR)  provided  only  the 
4th  record  for  Belize.  A Gull- 
billed Tern  there  5-9  Sep  was 
joined  by  a 2nd  bird  on  9 Sep 
(ph.  RP,  CH,  VR).  Like  the 
turnstone,  these  were  the  first 
to  be  recorded  in  Belize  away 
from  the  coastal  plain. 

A male  and  female  Maroon- 
chested Ground-Dove  seen  22 
& 24  Nov  at  Montana  de  Uyu- 
ca  B.R.,  Francisco  Morazan 
(OK)  are  noteworthy,  as  the 
species  is  rarely  reported  in 
Honduras.  Fifteen  Great 
Green  Macaws  at  Cobachon, 
Cerro  Hoya  N.P,  Veraguas  5 
Aug  (MD)  was  considered  to 
be  a large  number  for  this  en- 
dangered species,  especially 
on  the  Azuero  Pen.  Also  at  Cobachon  on  5 
Aug  (MD)  were  5 Painted  Parakeets.  This 
species  is  rarely  reported  in  its  restricted 
range  in  Panama.  A Black-billed  Cuckoo  was 
photographed  at  2000-m  Dota,  Cerro  de  la 
Muerte  5 Oct  (PM).  This  relatively  rare  mi- 
grant is  not  often  reported  away  from  the 


coasts  and  is  especially  unusual  at  such  high 
elevation.  In  30  minutes,  JF  counted  an  im- 
pressive 1260  Lesser  Nighthawks  migrating  at 
dusk  on  25  Oct  at  Playa  Salamar,  Jucuaran.  A 
Yucatan  Nightjar  was  found  resting  on  a lawn 
in  Belize  City  29  Oct  (ph.  PH). 

An  Oilbird  near  sea  level  at  Sector  Madri- 
gal, Corcovado  N.P,  Puntarenas  3 Oct  (ph. 
RA)  furnished  the  3rd  documented  record  for 
Costa  Rica  and  the  first  from  the  lowlands. 
Thus  far,  no  clear  idea  of  the  origin  of  these 
birds  or  the  species’  status  in  the  Region  has 


emerged.  Gray-rumped  Swift  has  long  been 
suspected  to  occur  in  the  Honduras 
Mosquitia.  An  expedition  to  the  Rio  Platano 
B.R.,  Colon  confirmed  such  suspicions  when 
at  least  50  Gray-rumped  Swifts  were  identi- 
fied daily  3-6  Aug  at  220  m elevation  (RG, 
AV).  In  El  Salvador,  a single  individual  of  the 
rarely  reported  White-throated  Swift,  accom- 
panying other  swifts  and  swallows,  was  flying 
around  the  peak  of  Cerro  El  Pital,  San  Igna- 
cio, Chalatenango  on  15  Oct  (OK). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH 
BECARDS 

In  Guatemala,  White-necked  Jacobin  is  mainly 
restricted  to  the  Atlantic  slope.  It  was  first  re- 
ported for  the  Pacific  slope  at  Los  Tarrales  Re- 
serve, Suchitepequez  in  2002.  A male  there  27 
Oct-12  Nov  (JLL,  KE)  was  the  2nd  recorded  at 
this  reserve  and  on  the  Pacific  slope.  During 
and  following  the  strong  cold  front  that  passed 
through  Honduras  23-24  Nov,  a Brown  Violet- 
ear  fed  constantly  at  bottlebrush  at  the  en- 
trance to  Montana  de  Uyuca  B.R.  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  1600  m (ph.  BG,  OK  et  al.)  accompa- 
nied by  numerous  Green  Violet-ears.  The 
species  is  presumed  to  be  accidental  at  this 
site.  Mangrove  Hummingbirds  have 
been  only  recently  reported  from  the 
outer  Nicoya  Pen.  On  16  Aug,  a male 
and  female  were  observed  at  Playa  Ve- 
nado  20  km  s.  of  Playa  Tamarindo 
(RiG,  TG,  ToG),  and  on  20-21  Nov  a 
male  and  female  were  again  seen 
there  (j&M\V).  Playa  Venado  is  the 
2nd  mangrove  area  where  the  species 
has  been  recently  reported,  the  other 
being  Tamarindo,  where  several  birds 
have  been  netted  and  photographed. 
This  species  may  well  have  been  resi- 
dent but  overlooked  in  these  areas 
until  now. 

An  inventory  of  the  birds  of  the 
Colinas  de  Jucuaran,  made  during 
several  months  in  the  hills  above 
Playa  Salamar,  provided  El  Salvador’s 
first  documentation  of  a population 
of  Blue-tailed  Hummingbirds.  There 
had  been  five  prior  records,  individu- 
als scattered  across  cen.  and  e.  El  Salvador,  but 
the  source  of  those  birds  was  unknown.  Dur- 
ing the  inventory,  2 were  netted  and  collected 
in  riparian  forest  along  the  Rio  Pita,  Jucuaran 
24  Oct  (CZ,  ph.  JF).  Another  was  collected 
during  the  study,  and  at  least  2 Blue-tailed 
Hummingbird  x Berylline  Hummingbird  hy- 
brids were  collected.  In  Guatemala,  a Blue- 
tailed Hummingbird  nest  with  2 nestlings  at 
1400  m in  Vesubio  Reserve,  Atitlan  Volcano, 
Suchitepequez  11  Nov  (GL,  ph.  KE)  provided 
the  first  documented  nesting  record  for  that 


Ornithologists  have  intensively  surveyed  and  monitored  the  cloud  forests 
of  the  Santa  Ana  volcano  complex  in  El  Salvador  since  the  1 920s,  without 
ever  recording  an  Amethyst-throated  Hummingbird.  This  female  cap- 
tured at  a permanent  monitoring  station  1 5 November  2006  was  appar- 
ently a vagrant  or  disperser,  perhaps  from  Montecristo  cloud  forest  50 
kilometers  to  the  north.  One  month  later,  the  monitoring  station  cap- 
tured two  additional  males,  so  perhaps  we  are  witnessing  a colonization 
event.  Photograph  by  Vicky  Galan. 
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An  immature  Golden-crowned  Warbler  captured  29  August  2006  at  a coffee  planta- 
tion in  Izalco,  El  Salvador  was  20  kilometers  from  the  nearest  known  breeding  popu- 
lation. Although  likely  a disperser  from  a local  population,  migration  in  the  species 
is  also  a possibility.  Photograph  by  Roselvy  Juarez. 


country.  On  15  Nov,  the  monitoring  station  at 
the  Santa  Ana  Volcano  in  Santa  Ana,  El  Sal- 
vador captured  a female  Amethyst-throated 
Hummingbird  (ph.  VG),  the  first  record  for 
Los  Volcanes  N.P,  and  an  apparent  vagrant 
some  50  km  from  the  nearest  known  popula- 
tion. Rarely  reported  in  Guatemala’s  Sierra 
Sacranix,  a male  Sparkling-tailed  Humming- 
bird was  found  at  1500  m in  Sanimtaca,  Aha 
Verapaz  22  Aug  (EPC). 

A pair  of  motmots  observed  26-27  Oct  at 
225  m in  Rio  Cangrejal  drainage,  Atlantida  in 
Honduras  (DA)  shared  characteristics  of  both 
Broad-billed  and  Keel-billed.  One  had 
plumage  typical  of  Keel-billed  except  that  its 
bill  was  very  wide  like  Broad-billed.  The  oth- 
er had  plumage  characters  of  both  species. 
The  2 were  excavating  a burrow  in  a bare 
stream  bank.  Mixed  pairs,  if  not  hybrids,  of 
these  congeneric  species  have  been  reported 
(Howell,  S.  N.  G.,  and  S.  Webb  1995.  A Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Mexico  and  Central  America.  Ox- 
ford University  Press,  New  York).  A Great  Ja- 
camar  was  observed  23  Oct  (BZ)  at  Cerro 
Azul,  an  area  where  it  was  not  expected. 
Noteworthy  at  Rio  Platano  B.R.,  Gracias  a 
Dios  were  a Northern  Barred- Woodcreeper  8 
Aug  and  Chestnut-backed  Antbirds  recorded 
daily  3-5  Aug  (both  RG,  AV).  Neither  species 
had  been  reported  previously  from  this  loca- 
tion. A feeding  flock  observed  at  800  m in 
secondary  forest  in  Penas  Blancas  (Bolt  prop- 
erty), Matagalpa  6 Nov  (JM,  StB,  SB)  includ- 
ed both  a Strong-billed  Woodcreeper  and  2 
Dot-winged  Antwrens,  two  species  seldom  re- 
ported in  Nicaragua.  In  El  Salvador,  a Scaled 
Antpitta  at  Talnique,  La  Libertad  1 Oct  (RMa) 
was  the  first  recorded  in  the  Sierra  del  Bal- 
samo  and  the  department.  It  may  only  be  a va- 
grant at  this  locality. 

Another  possible  vagrant,  or  perhaps  alti- 
tudinal migrant,  a Mountain  Elaenia  at  1100 


m on  Cerro  El  Leon,  El  Im- 
posible  N.P,  Ahuachapdn  14 
Oct  (LA,  JF)  was  about  25 
km  from  the  nearest  known 
breeding  site.  In  Belize,  2 
White-throated  Flycatchers 
were  found  at  The  Dump  26 
Nov  (LJ).  This  enigmatic 
species  is  not  often  reported 
in  Belize,  and  at  least  some 
reports  in  the  literature  have 
pertained  to  other,  misiden- 
tihed  Empidonax.  After  its 
discovery  at  The  Dump,  a 
marshy  area  formerly  culti- 
vated as  rice  fields,  in  Dec 
2004,  it  has  consistently 
been  found  there  the  past 
three  winters  (LJ).  Prior  to 
2004,  it  was  likely  overlooked,  as  it  is  rela- 
tively quiet  in  winter  and  typically  perches 
low  in  tall  grasses,  where  it  can  be  missed  by 
those  unfamiliar  with  its  distinctive  call.  The 


Although  reported  almost  annually  now.  Scarlet  Tanagers 
had  not  been  photographically  documented  in  El  Salvador 
until  this  male,  the  country's  fifth  record,  was  found  14 
October  2006  at  San  Ignacio,  Chalatenango  Deparment. 

Photograph  by  Oliver  Komar. 

earliest  report  of  Least  Flycatcher  this  fall  was 
from  Rocja  Pomtila,  Alta  Verapaz  15  Aug 
(EC).  A large  movement  at  Playa  Salamar,  Ju- 
cuaran  on  the  morning  of  25  Oct  contained 
1270  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  flying  east- 
ward during  just  1.5  hours  of  count- 
ing (JF).  Many  more  flycatchers  mi- 
grated past  this  site  during  the  pre- 
ceding week  but  at  lower  densities.  A 
pair  of  Black-and-white  Becards,  rare 
in  Panama,  was  seen  along  the  Oleo- 
ducto  Rd.  in  Palo  Seco  Protection 
Forest,  Bocas  del  Toro  10  Aug  (MD). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

The  report  of  2 Blue-headed  Vireos  at 
Dota,  Cerro  de  la  Muerte  7 Oct  (LB) 
is  interesting  in  several  respects.  Al- 
though it  is  not  the  first  report  from 
the  area,  it  is  a rare  winter  visitor  as 
far  s.  as  Costa  Rica.  Previous  reports 
have  been  of  single  individuals,  thus 


2 together  is  a bit  unusual.  Also,  previous 
records  from  Costa  Rica  have  been  from 
Dec-Mar,  and  it  is  unexpected  anywhere  in 
the  Region  before  the  end  of  Oct.  A Red-eyed 
Vireo  banded  24  Sep  at  Izalco,  Sonsonate  (ph. 
VG)  provided  rare  documentation  for  this  un- 
common transient  in  El  Salvador.  In 
Guatemala,  a Chestnut-sided  Shrike-Vireo  at 
2500-m  Tecpan,  Chimaltenango  4 Nov  (RC) 
provided  the  first  recent  record  for  Cerro 
Tecpan.  Also  noteworthy  were  3 seen  at 
Reserva  Molino  Helvetia,  Chimaltenango  14- 
15  Nov  (KE,  CA). 

A group  of  3 Brown  Jays  found  30  Nov  at 
the  Hotel  Perkin  Lenca,  Perquin,  Morazdn 
(RB,  NH)  represented  the  2nd  El  Salvador 
record  and  first  department  record.  Single 
Tree  Swallows  seen  foraging  with  Barn  Swal- 
lows 20  & 22  Nov  (JZ)  along  the  Rio  Temp- 
isque  and  at  Bagatzi,  Guanacaste,  respectively, 
suggests  that  this  species,  rare  in  Costa  Rica, 
may  be  more  common  than  usual  this  winter. 
A Great  Tit  ( Paras  major ) coming  to  a feeder 
in  Gamboa,  Colon  8 Nov+  (GK)  was  thought 
to  have  been  ship-assisted  rather  than  an  es- 
caped cage  bird.  The  appearance  of  this  most 
improbable  species  near  the  entrance  to  the 
Panama  Canal  adds  to  a growing  list  of  such 
species  in  recent  years  and  illustrates  the  dif- 
ficulty in  assessing  the  provenance  of  other, 
more  likely  vagrants  near  the  entrances  of  the 
canal. 

Black-throated  Wren  was  first  recorded  in 
Honduras  in  the  Tawahka-Asangni  B.R.  in 
Mar  2004  by  RG  and  others.  Its  range  was  ex- 
tended farther  northward  8 Aug,  when  RG 
heard  one  singing  in  the  Rio  Platano  B.R., 
Gracias  a Dios.  Single  Slate-colored  Solitaires 
were  observed  at  the  low  elevation  of  225  m 
in  the  Rio  Cangrejal  drainage,  Atlantida  22  & 
29  Nov  (DA);  the  latter  bird  was  singing.  A 
Veery  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  subspecies  was 
captured  and  banded  in  the  pine-oak  forest  at 
Montecristo  N.P.,  Santa  Ana  24  Oct  (ph.  LA), 


Providing  the  fifth  record  for  Costa  Rica,  but  only  the  third  documented, 
was  this  Lark  Sparrow  found  at  Chomes  on  the  north  shore  of  Golfo  de  la 
Nicoya  22  November  2006.  Photograph  by  Jim  Zook. 
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establishing  the  first  record  for  El  Salvador.  A 
Gray  Catbird  at  Cerro  Azul  10  Nov  (BZ)  was 
at  the  extreme  s.  end  of  its  winter  range, 
where  rare.  A Tropical  Mockingbird  seen  in 
Las  Mangas,  Atlantida  6-23  Nov  (DA)  may 
have  been  the  first  reported  from  the 
Caribbean  lowlands  of  Honduras.  The  nearest 
known  resident  population  is  35  km  away  on 
the  s.  side  of  Cordillera  Nornbre  de  Dios  in 
the  Valle  de  Aguan,  Yoro. 

An  imm.  Northern  Parula  seen  at  close 
range  in  mangroves  at  Estero  El  Espino,  Ju- 
cuaran 22  Oct  (JF)  was  just  the  5th  recorded 
in  El  Salvador.  A Blackburnian  Warbler  7 Aug 
and  a Tennessee  Warbler  16  Aug  on  Caye 
Caulker  (J&DB)  were  both  exceptionally  ear- 
ly. These  species  do  not  normally  arrive  in  Be- 
lize until  late  Aug  and  early  Sep,  respectively. 
A male  Audubon’s  Warbler  at  Lubaantun, 
Toledo  30  Nov  (LJ)  was  only  the  3rd  ever  reli- 
ably reported  from  Belize.  It  may  occur  more 
frequently,  but  it  is  likely  under-reported 
since  it  is  “only”  a subspecies,  and  most  local 
birders  are  not  aware  of  its  significance.  Little 
reported  in  Nicaragua  was  a Graces  Warbler 
on  the  Bolt  property  in  secondary  forest  in 
Penas  Blancas,  Matagalpa  6 Nov  (JM,  StB, 
SB);  this  may  be  the  first  report  of  this  species 
from  this  area. 

Palm  Warbler  is  a casual  migrant  and  win- 
ter visitor  in  Costa  Rica  along  the  Caribbean 
coast;  thus,  one  at  Manzanillo  25  Oct  (KeE, 
SE)  and  2 others  in  separate  locations  in  Tor- 
tuguero  12  Nov  (AD,  OV  et  al.)  represented 
more  than  the  usual  number  reported  for  the 
period.  A Prothonotary  Warbler  mist-netted 
just  a few  m from  the  beach  at  Playa  Salamar, 
Jucuaran  20  Oct  (CZ,  ph.  JF)  provided  only 
the  eighth  record  and  first  specimen  for  El 
Salvador.  A Slate-throated  Redstart  in  a 
mixed-species  flock  at  225  m in  the  Rio  Can- 
grejal  drainage,  Atlantida  10  Nov  (DA)  was  at 
an  elevation  well  below  normal.  That  this 
species  and  Slate-colored  Solitaire  (discussed 
above)  occasionally  move  to  lower  elevations 
during  the  nonbreeding  season  is  not  surpris- 
ing and  illustrates  the  importance  of  connec- 
tivity between  lowland  and  highland  forests 
in  Pico  Bonito  N.P,  something  that  is  rare 
now  in  Honduras. 

A Common  Yellowthroat  on  Caye  Caulker 
28  Aug  and  a Summer  Tanager  there  1 Sep 
(J&DB)  were  early  migrants;  conversely,  a 
male  Scarlet  Tanager  in  Punta  Gorda  23  Nov 
(LJ)  was  the  latest  fall  migrant  on  record  for 
Belize.  An  imm.  Golden-crowned  Warbler 
banded  29  Aug  in  a coffee  plantation  in  Izal- 
co  (VG,  ph.  RJ)  was  either  a rare  migrant  or  a 
disperser.  The  nearest  known  breeding  popu- 
lation is  at  Apaneca,  about  20  km  to  the  west. 
A male  Scarlet  Tanager  at  San  Ignacio  14  Oct 


Following  on  the  heels  of  Central  America's  first  White- 
throated  Sparrow  on  Belize's  Half  Moon  Caye  in  May  2005 
was  this  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Belize's  second,  found  in 
virtually  the  same  spot  on  5 November  2006.  Photograph 
by  Dirk  Francisco. 

(ph.  OK,  CZ)  established  a first  department 
record,  5th  country  record,  and  was  the  first 
to  be  documented  photographically  in  El  Sal- 
vador. 

SEEDEATERS  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

Individual  Blue  Seedeaters  were  banded  1 
Aug  (a  juv.),  4 Oct,  and  8 Nov  at  the  moni- 
toring station  in  El  Inrposible  N.P  (ph.  LA). 
Of  the  10  seedeaters  captured  at  the  station 
since  its  inauguration  in  Nov  2003,  5 were  in 
2005  and  5 in  2006,  all  after  a massive  bam- 
boo seeding  event  in  Nov  2004  in  the  bills 
above  the  station.  The  juv.  captured  1 Aug 
this  year  provided  the  best  evidence  so  far 


Apparently  resident  in  the  northern  mountains  of  El  Sal- 
vador, this  Red  Crossbill  photographed  15  October  2006  at 
San  Ignacio,  in  Santa  Ana  department,  nonetheless  repre- 
sents just  the  sixth  record  for  the  country.  Photograph  by 
Oliver  Komar. 

that  the  species  breeds  in  El  Salvador.  Grass- 
land Yellow-Finches  appear  to  be  highly  no- 
madic in  Belize,  with  groups  of  birds  appear- 
ing in  an  area  for  brief  periods  up  to  a few 
years,  then  moving  on.  A flock  of  about  65 
was  discovered  26  Nov  at  The  Dump  (LJ),  a 
popular  birding  area  well  away  from  any  lo- 
cality in  Belize  where  they  had  previously 


been  reported.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if 
these  birds  remain  to  breed. 

Providing  the  5th  report  for  Costa  Rica,  but 
only  the  3rd  documented,  was  a Lark  Sparrow 
at  Chomes,  Puntarenas  22  Nov  (ph.  JZ).  Two 
of  the  previous  records  were  also  from  the 
cen.  Pacific  lowlands,  in  Dec  and  Jan.  Anoth- 
er was  from  an  inland  valley  on  the  Pacific 
side  in  Mar,  and  the  5th,  a specimen,  was 
from  the  n.  Caribbean  coast,  apparently  also 
in  Nov.  An  imm.  White-crowned  Sparrow, 
only  the  2nd  reported  from  Belize,  was  on 
Half  Moon  Caye  15  Nov  (ph.  DF).  The  first 
was  found  on  Ambergris  Caye  18  years  prior. 
An  imm.  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in 
Costa  Rica  at  Monteverde  4 Aug  (RiG)  was  an 
exceptionally  early  fall  migrant,  although  one 
was  found  nearly  as  early  on  12  Aug  2004  in 
the  mts.  of  Heredia. 

On  22  Sep,  NH  and  R1  observed  at  least 
2000  Dickcissels  feeding  in  rice  fields  at  Ha- 
cienda Miravalle,  Municipio  de  Sonsonate, 
Sonsonate.  Later,  3800  in  multiple  groups 
were  counted  migrating  over  Playa  Salamar, 
Jucuaran  during  1.5  hours  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  25  Oct  0E  CF).  The  previous  high  day 
count  in  El  Salvador  was  1 100  Dickcissels  in 
Apr  2004.  The  only  Bobolink  reported  this 
fall  in  Costa  Rica  was  seen  near  Buenos  Aires, 
Puntarenas  6 Oct  (JZ).  This  species  is  a rare 
fall  migrant  along  the  Caribbean  coast  but 
found  only  sporadically  inland,  and  even  less 
frequently  on  the  Pacific  side.  Eastern  Mead- 
owlark continues  to  expand  its  range  in  s.  Be- 
lize. The  former  Voice  of  America  grounds  at 
Orange  Pt.  in  Punta  Gorda  have  recently  been 
converted  to  pasture,  and  at  least  5 mead- 
owlarks had  arrived  by  23  Nov,  establishing  a 
new  locality  record.  Shiny  Cowbird  has  now 
reached  Guatemala.  On  8 Sep,  3 males  and  a 
female  were  found  at  Jocotan,  Chiquimula 
(tRF,  KH,  AW,  HOP).  It  has  yet  to  be  found  in 
nearby  Belize,  but  its  arrival  has  been  antici- 
pated for  some  time. 

DA  photographed  a singing  male  White- 
vented  Euphonia  50+  m high  in  the  forest 
canopy  in  the  Rio  Cangrejal  drainage  of  Atldn- 
tida  4 Oct,  thus  providing  the  first  photo- 
graphic documentation  of  the  species  in  Hon- 
duras. He  has  observed  it  high  in  the  canopy 
on  four  previous  occasions  this  year  but  al- 
ways with  a bit  of  uncertainty,  due  to  the 
birds’  distance  and  the  potential  confusion 
with  Scrub  Euphonia.  In  Belize,  5 male 
White-vented  Euphonias  were  observed  feed- 
ing along  the  Sibun  R.  near  Monkey  Bay  at  the 
extreme  n.  end  of  its  range  26  Nov  (PB,  DB,  [ 
OB,  JR).  One  was  decidedly  orange  beneath 
and  had  more  extensive  white  in  the  vent  area 
than  the  others.  Just  the  6th  documented  re- 
port in  El  Salvador,  a pair  of  Red  Crossbills 
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near  Hotel  Miramundo,  San  Ignacio  posed  for 
photographs  15  Oct  (OK,  CZ). 
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West  Indies  & Bermuda 


A Ross's  Goose  at  Reef  Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  Island,  Bahamas  1 8 No- 
vember 2006  (here)  provided  a first  record  of  the  species  for  the  country  and 
for  the  West  Indies.  Photograph  by  Noreen  Brent. 


Robert  L Norton  Anthony  White 
Andrew  Dobson 


The  Region  was  mostly  spared  severe 
tropical  storms  during  this  quiet  fall 
season,  although  Hurricane  Florence 
came  close  to  Bermuda  on  10  September. 
While  reporting  continues  to  be  strong  from 
the  Bahamas  and  Bermuda,  as  well  as  from 
Barbados  and  a few  of  the  southern  Lesser 
Antillean  islands,  we  received  nothing  from 
Hispaniola  or  Cuba  or  Jamaica  or  the  Cayman 
Islands — in  other  words,  from  most  of  the 
landmass  of  the  Region.  North  American 
birding  visitors  to  these  islands  are  few  in  au- 
tumn, and  local  reporting  has  always  been 
spotty  from  the  Greater  Antilles.  How  mar- 
velous it  would  be  to  change  that! 

The  Bahamas  produced  a remarkable  vari- 
ety of  vagrants,  including  the  Caribbean’s  first 
Ross’s  Goose,  nesting  Anhingas,  a Veery,  and  a 
Hudsonian  Godwit,  and  there  were  also  no- 
table Bermuda  sightings  this  fall,  including 
potential  first  records  of  MacGillivray’s  War- 


bler and  Western  Tanager,  plus  a 
rare  Sandhill  Crane  and  four 
Northern  Wheatears.  On  Guade- 
loupe, Levesque  turned  up  House 
Martin,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  and 
Baltimore  Oriole,  among  others. 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  TERNS 

On  18  Nov+  the  West  Indies’  and 
Bahamas’  first  Ross’s  Goose  was 
found  at  the  Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Ba- 
hama (MH,  EG,  ph.  NB,  m.ob.).  A 
Brant  was  present  at  Daniel’s 
Head,  Bermuda  31  Oct  (DW).  At 
Ste.  Anne,  Guadeloupe,  a Northern  Pintail 
was  present  9-26  Nov  (AL).  On  Barbados,  a 
Garganey  frequented  East  Pt.  30  Nov  (MF, 
EM).  An  imm.  male  Surf  Scoter  was  discov- 
ered on  Mangrove  L.,  Bermuda  27  Nov+  (EA). 
The  same  bird  was  probably  in  Castle  Har- 
bour 24  Nov  (JM).  A Red-breasted  Merganser 
was  at  Brown’s  Pt.,  New  Providence,  Bahamas 
26  Nov  (HC,  PD  et  al.). 

From  Guadeloupe,  seawatching  during 


An  immature  male  Surf  Scoter  was  discovered  on  Mangrove 
Lake,  Bermuda  27  November  2006  (here  22  December)  and 
remained  into  the  New  Year,  furnishing  the  ninth  record  for 
Bermuda . Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


Nov  (10  hours)  from  Petite-Terre  N.R., 
Guadeloupe  produced  11  Cory’s  Shearwaters, 
a Black-capped  Petrel,  and  2 unidentified 
Pterodroma.  A late  White-tailed  Tropicbird 
was  over  Darrell’s  I.,  Bermuda  22  Oct  (AD, 
PW).  Three  Masked  Boobies  were  seen  off  the 
East  End,  Bermuda  14  Sep  (PW),  probably 
the  result  of  Hurricane  Florence,  which  skirt- 
ed the  island  10  Sep;  another  was  seen  17  Oct, 
also  off  the  East  End,  Bermuda  (PW).  Single 
Brown  Pelicans  in  the  Bahamas  at  Warderick 
Wells,  Exumas  4 Aug  (LD),  Clifton  Cay,  New 
Providence  10  Sep  (MD),  and  Montague 
Foreshore,  New  Providence  20  Sep  (LG)  were 
unusual.  On  Barbados,  a juv.  Brown  Pelican 
took  up  residence  in  Bridgetown  by  the  Main 
Bus  Terminal  23-30  Sep  (MF,  EM).  Grand  Ba- 
hama’s first  2 Neotropic  Cormorants  found  at 
Reef  G.C.  26  Sep  were  last  seen  18  Nov  (BH, 
EB,  BP,  PB).  An  Anhinga  nest  with  2 ads.  and 
3 young  on  Paradise  I.  10  Sep  (ph.  PD)  estab- 
lished the  first  nesting  record  of  the  species 
for  the  Bahamas;  3 female/young  were  seen 
there  17  Nov  (CW,  Cl). 
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The  Bahamas' second  (first  substantiated)  Bufflehead  was 
found  in  a pond  at  Ruby  Golf  Course,  Grand  Bahama  Island, 
during  a pre-Christmas  Bird  Count  scouting  trip  13  Decem- 
ber 2006  (here).  The  first  report  (also  of  a female-plumaged 
bird)  was  from  Eleuthera  Island  in  the  winter  of  1976-1977. 
Photograph  by  Shamie  Rolle. 


This  fledgling  Anhinga  (here  10  September  2006)  was  one 
of  two  young  produced  in  the  first  nesting  of  this  species  in 
the  Bahamas.  The  nest  was  at  Lakeview  Ponds  on  crowded, 
touristy  Paradise  Island.  Photograph  by  Paul  Dean. 

In  Bermuda,  single  American  Bitterns  were 
at  Cloverdale  14  Oct  (DBW)  and  in  Paget 
Marsh  29  Nov  (DW);  in  the  Bahamas,  others 
were  at  Shannon  G.C.  and  along  Midshipman 
Rd.,  Grand  Bahama  7-9  Oct  (GK,  BP,  PB)  and 
at  Harrold  & Wilson  Ponds  N.P,  New  Provi- 
dence 25  Nov  (PD,  LH,  KHL,  LL).  Single  Least 
Bitterns  were  seen  at  Pitmans  Pond  14  Oct 
(AD)  and  Cloverdale,  Bermuda  24  Oct  (AD). 
The  long-staying  Gray  Heron  in  Bermuda  was 
present  throughout  the  period,  mainly  in  the 
Tuckers  Town  area.  A Tricolored  Heron  was 
noted  at  Port  Louis  Swamp,  Guadeloupe  14 
Sep  (AL);  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.,  the  first  Great 
Egret  was  recorded  for  the  reserve  14  Sep 
(AL).  An  imm.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
was  seen  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  during  Oct 
(AD,  PW).  At  Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guade- 
loupe, a juv.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  was 
found  26  Nov  (AL);  at  Martinique,  4 were 
present  at  Le  Robert  7-26  Nov  (VL). 


Empidonax  flycatchers  are  regular  migrants  in  Bermuda  but  not  always  identifiable  to  species.  This  probable  Alder  Flycatcher 
(heard  vocalizing)  was  photographed  17  September  2006  at  Riddell's  Bay  Golf  Course.  Photograph  by  Andrew  Dobson. 


The  leucistic  Turkey  Vulture  was  on  Big 
Wood  Cay,  Andros  in  Aug  for  the  2nd  year  in 
a row  (DB).  Over  30  Sep-1  Oct,  the  Sammy 
Nixon  Bird  Club  and  others  conducted  a 
ground-truth  survey  of  Greater  Flamingo 
nests  and  counted  8661  at  the  main  colony  on 
L.  Rosa,  Great  lnagua.  A ranger  for  Inagua 
N.P.  reported  that  there  were  two  smaller 
colonies  farther  up  the  lake  (HN).  A Northern 
Harrier  was  at  Bahama  Palm  Shores,  Abaco  30 
Oct  (EB);  one  was  at  a typical  location  at  the 
Bermuda  Airport  15  Oct+  (PA).  On  20  Sep, 
EG  saw  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  perched  near 
her  home  in  Lucaya,  Grand  Bahama  (EG).  A 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  over  Cemetery  Hill, 
Bermuda  28  Oct  (DBW).  The  2 long-staying 
Red-tailed  Hawks  in  Bermuda  were  present 
throughout  the  period.  A Merlin  at  Gosier, 
Guadeloupe  29  Sep  (AL)  provided  the  earliest 
date  for  the  island.  From  Martinique,  the  first 
Peregrine  Falcon  and  Merlin  of  the  season 
were  found  24  & 26  Sep,  respectively,  and  in- 
dividuals have  been  seen  in  the  le  Lamentin, 
Fort  de  France,  and  Le  Robert  areas  regularly 
during  Nov  (VL). 

A Virginia  Rail  was  flushed  from  Kindley 
Field  mangroves,  Bermuda  8 Oct  (AB,  PW).  A 
Sora  was  seen  at  Salines,  Ste.  Anne,  Guade- 
loupe 29  Oct  (AL).  Bermuda’s  3rd  Sandhill 
Crane  flew  over  Long  I.  22  Oct  (NBa,  AD, 
PW).  Also  on  Bermuda,  Piping  Plovers  were 
noted  at  a number  of  locations  during  the  fall. 
Piping  Plovers  reported  from  the  Bahamas 
this  fall  included  5 at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Aba- 
co 2 Sep  (EB),  3 at  Lucaya  Beach,  Grand  Ba- 
hama over  the  week  of  18  Sep  (EG),  7 n.  of 


Kemps  Bay,  Andros  27  Sep  (CW,  PM),  2 at 
South  Beach,  Grand  Bahama  28  Sep  (EB,  BH), 
and  2 at  Barbary  Beach  9 Oct  (EG).  Upland 
Sandpipers  were  noted  at  the  Bermuda  Air- 
port 21  Sep  (DBW),  St.  Georges  G.C.,  Bermu- 
da 27  Sep  (PW),  and  Heydon  Trust,  Bermuda 
12  Oct  (DW).  The  shorebircl  of  the  season 
from  the  Bahamas  was  a Hudsonian  Godwit, 
rare  in  those  islands,  on  the  Reef  G.C.  2 Sep 
(EG,  T&SR).  A Ruddy  Turnstone  color-band- 
ed in  Delaware  Bay  returned  to  Petite-Terre 
N.R.,  Guadeloupe  16  Aug  to  spend  its 


This  juvenile  Purple  Martin,  a first  record  of  the  species  for 
Guadeloupe,  was  at  Pointe  a Pitre  town  center  20  August 
(here)  through  25  September  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony 
Levesque. 
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Northern  Mockingbird,  a rarity  in  Bermuda,  was  detected  there  twice  in  autumn 
2006,  including  this  bird  at  Boaz  Island  26  October  2006  (here).  Photograph  by 
Andrew  Dobson. 


6th  winter  (AL).  Forty-six  Red  Knots,  a high 
count,  graced  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Bahamas  8 
Oct  (EB).  A flock  of  23  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers was  unusual  at  Riddell’s  Bay  G.C., 
Bermuda  18  Sep  (DW).  A White-rumped 
Sandpiper  was  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama 
26  Sep  (BH,  EB).  On  Guadeloupe,  single  Up- 
land and  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  pres- 
ent at  Pole  Caraibe  Airport  14  Sep  (AL).  On 
10  Sep,  an  oiled  Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  on  Rid- 
dell’s Bay  G.C.,  Bermuda  (DBW,  EA),  where  a 
Dunlin  spent  early  through  mid-Oct;  another 
Dunlin  was  at  nearby  Spittal  Pond  24  Oct 
(DBW).  A Long-billed  Dowitcher  was  at  Ju- 
bilee Rd.,  Bermuda  17  Oct  (EA).  Bracey  re- 
ported about  10  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Angelfish  Pt.,  Abaco  23-24  Oct  (vt.  EB);  this 
is  the  first  documented  report  from  Abaco 
and  3rd  for  the  Bahamas. 

A dark  skua  seen  about  19  km  off 
Desecheo,  Puerto  Rico  16  Aug  was  not  iden- 
tifiable from  the  description  but  was  most 
likely  a South  Polar  (Jeremy  Nance).  A Poma- 
rine  Jaeger  flew  past  Ruth’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  11 
Sep  (PW),  the  day  after  Hurricane  Florence. 
From  Guadeloupe,  seabird  watching  in  Nov 
(AL)  produced  a Parasitic  and  2 unidentified 
jaegers.  A Black-headed  Gull  was  on  the 
Causeway  29  Oct  (AD),  while  2 (plus  a Bona- 
parte’s) were  at  Royal  Naval  Dockyard,  also 
Bermuda  13  Nov+  (PW).  A Black  Tern,  usual- 
ly an  Aug  or  early  Sep  migrant,  was  seen  on 
Great  Inagua  1 Oct  (LG,  HN,  RS). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  50  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  found 
feeding  in  a young  fallow  field  at  Basse  Pointe, 
Guadeloupe  27  Oct;  one  was  still  present  at 
Schoelcher  28  Nov  (AL).  At  Petite-Terre  N.R., 
Guadeloupe,  a Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  mist- 
netted  during  a banding  session  18  Oct  (3rd 
record  in  Guadeloupe,  first  confirmed,  ph.), 
along  with  4 Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  (AL).  From 
21-23  Oct,  an  additional  21  Yellow-billcds  were 


banded  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux, 
Guadeloupe  (AL).  Three  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoos  were  seen 
on  Grand  Bahama  26-28  Sep 
(BH,  EB),  and  singles  at  the  Re- 
treat and  Venice  Bay,  New  Prov- 
idence 4 Nov  (CW,  PD,  LH). 
Two  Burrowing  Owls  were  ob- 
served flying  over  Fox  Hill 
Road  s.  of  Nassau  1 1 Sep  (WP); 
another  was  e.  of  the  Trans-Is- 
land Waterway,  Grand  Bahama 
15  Sep  (BP),  and  yet  another 
was  at  the  Bahamas  Youth 
Camp,  New  Providence  4 Nov 
(OG,  ph.  TH);  it  remains  uncer- 
tain whether  the  species  still 
nests  on  these  two  islands.  Record-early  Belted 
Kingfishers  turned  up  at  Coral  Harbour,  New 
Providence  3 Aug  (CW)  and  at  Petite-Terre 
N.R.,  Guadeloupe  10  Sep  (AL).  An  unidentified 
hummingbird  was  reported  from  Devonshire, 
Bermuda  15  Oct  (RM). 


Perhaps  as  many  as  15  Empiddnax  flycatch- 
ers were  reported  in  Oct  at  Bermuda,  mainly 
Alder/Willow  Flycatchers.  On  Grand  Bahama, 
an  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  Ruby  G.C.  18  Nov 
(EG  et  al.).  A Western  Kingbird  was  at  Ba- 
hamia,  Grand  Bahama  20-21  Oct  (BP).  Once 
thought  to  be  scarce  migrants,  Eastern  King- 
birds moved  through  the  Bahamas  in  good 
numbers  in  late  Sep:  35-40  at  Coral  Harbour 
27  Sep  and  17  there  29  Sep  (PD  et  al.)  and  12 
on  Grand  Bahama  26-28  Sep  (EB,  BH).  A 
Gray  Kingbird  feeding  young  at  the  nest  at 
McLean’s  Town,  Grand  Bahama  27  Sep  was 
probably  a late  multiple  brooder  (BH,  EB).  A 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  reported  near 
Gibbs,  St.  Peter,  Barbados  17  Sep  (MF,  EM). 
At  Petite-Terre  N.R.,  Guadeloupe,  a House 
Martin  was  an  island  first  17  Aug  (AL).  Also 
on  Guadeloupe,  1960  Caribbean  Martins 
were  at  Pointe  a Pitre  15  Sep;  a male  Pur- 
ple/Cuban Martin  was  also  present,  and  a juv. 
Purple  Martin — another  island  first — was 
at  Pointe  a Pitre  town  center  from  20  Aug-25 


Sep.  Two  Brown-headed  (Bahama)  Nuthatch- 
es were  found  8 Aug  (LM,  BP)  and  29  Sep 
(BH,  EB)  in  the  pine  woods  across  the  high- 
way from  Owl  Hole  Road,  Grand  Bahama.  A 
single  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  was  seen  at 
Ferry  Point  Park,  Bermuda  27  Oct-11  Nov 
(DW),  while  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were 
seen  at  many  Bermuda  locations,  including  6 
total  on  11  Nov  (DW,  PW). 

It  was  a record  year  for  Northern 
Wheatears  on  Bermuda,  where  singles  were 
the  National  Stadium  9 Sep  (AD),  Heydon 
Trust  23-24  Sep  (DW),  St.  Georges  G.C.  13 
Oct  (DBW),  and  Lukes  Farm  6 Oct  (DBW). 
Thrushes  were  once  again  thin  on  the  ground 
in  Bermuda:  a Swainson’s  Thrush  was  on  Nel- 
ly’s 1.  22  Oct  (AD,  PW);  Hermit  Thrushes 
were  scattered  widely,  with  at  least  12  indi- 
viduals 28-29  Oct  (AD);  and  there  was  a small 
influx  of  American  Robins  noted  in  late  Oct, 
with  5 in  the  East  End  27  Oct  (PW).  On  14 
Oct,  a Gray-cheeked/BickneU’s  Thrush  was 
eating  berries  under  a fig  tree  near  Rock 


Sound,  Eleuthera,  and  two  days  later,  a Veery 
was  under  the  same  tree  (JW,  RB,  JWu).  A 
Hermit  Thrush  at  Angelfish  Pt.,  Abaco  12 
Nov  (EB)  was  unusual.  Several  Northern 
Mockingbirds  were  photographed  on  Bermu- 
da, where  rare:  at  Boaz  I.  20  Sep+  (PHo),  at 
Tee  St.  16  Oct  (PJH),  and  in  St.  Georges  17 
Oct  (PW).  American  Pipits  arrived  24  Oct  on 
Cooper’s  I.  and  28  Oct  at  Brighton  Hill, 
Bermuda  (DW). 

Thirty-four  species  of  warbler  were  record- 
ed during  the  season  at  Bermuda  (fide  AD); 
especially  notable  were  hundreds  of  Blackpoll 
Warblers  detected  12  Oct  (EA,  PW  et  al.). 
Banded  21-23  Oct  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux, 
Guadeloupe  were  19  Blackpoll  Warblers,  a 
Magnolia  Warbler,  a Prairie  Warbler,  and  3 
Northern  Waterthrushes,  among  209  birds 
banded  (AL).  At  East  Pt.,  Barbados,  a Black- 
poll Warbler  was  found  at  Friendly  Hall  4 
Nov  (EM,  MF).  Uncommon  warblers  in  the 
Bahamas  this  fall  included  a Blue-winged 
Warbler  at  Bahamas  Youth  Camp,  New  Provi- 


i ft  A new  website  (<http://www.grenadadovecampaign.com>)  has  been  organized  by  Graeme  Gibson  and  Margaret 
3 FI,  Atwood  (joint  Honorary  Presidents  of  Birdlife  International's  Rare  Bird  Club)  to  incite  activism  on  behalf  of  the  en- 
dangered Grenada  Dove,  now  threatened  by  development  of  a new  Four  Seasons  resort  in  its  stronghold  on  Grenada.  The 
website  has  a sample  letter  that  can  be  sent  to  the  management  of  Four  Seasons  resorts,  to  Michael  Pemberton  (the  devel- 
oper), to  Grenada  Prime  Minister  Keith  Mitchell,  to  the  leader  of  the  Grenada  opposition  party,  and  to  Bill  Gates,  who  present- 
ly owns  6.6%  of  the  Four  Seasons. 

A wholly  inadequate  and  misleading  environmental  analysis  was  conducted,  in  an  effort  to  keep  plans  for  the  Four  Sea- 
sons resort  moving  forward.  If  constructed,  the  resort  would  almost  certainly  lead  to  the  extinction  of  Grenada's  national  bird 
and  would  also  largely  negate  a $750,000  Global  Environment  Facility  project  aimed  at  protecting  the  dove  and  its  habitat, 
in  addition  to  encouraging  sustainable  ecotourism — a model  project  for  the  Caribbean  that  has,  ironically,  only  enhanced 
the  developers'  interest  in  the  property. 
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This  Baltimore  Oriole  was  found  18  November  2006  (here)  at 
Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guadeloupe.  Photograph  by  Anthony 
Levesque. 


22  Oct,  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  along  Bacar- 
di Rd.,  New  Providence  (PD  et  al.).  Single 
White-crowned  Sparrows  were  near  High 
Rock,  Grand  Bahama  27  Sep  (EB),  at  Bacardi 
Rd.  22  Oct  (PD  et  al.),  and  at  the  Treasure  Cay 
Dump,  Abaco  23  Oct  (EB).  Dickcissels  on 
Bermuda  were  present  at  Cedar  Grove  30  Sep 
(EA),  Paget  I.  8 Oct  (AD,  PW),  and  Port  Roy- 
al G.C.  16  Oct  (AD).  The  Bahamian  high 
count  for  Bobolinks  this  fall  was  40:  25  at 
Rainbow  Farms  and  15  at  the  Government 
Research  Agricultural  Center,  both  New  Prov- 
idence, 9 Sep  (PD,  LL).  At  Pole  Caraibe  Air- 
port, Guadeloupe,  a Bobolink  was  noted  24 
Sep  (AL).  Three  Shiny  Cowbirds  at  Rainbow 
Farm,  New  Providence  9 Sep  (PD,  LL)  sug- 
gest that  the  species  may  have  parasitized  the 
Red-winged  Blackbirds  common  there.  At 
Port-Louis  Swamp,  Guadeloupe,  a Baltimore 
Oriole  furnished  the  first  fall  record  for 
Guadeloupe  18  Nov  (AL). 

Addendum:  A Little  Egret  was  present  on  An- 
tigua in  Apr  2006  (NL). 


dence  4 Oct  (TH,  RBo),  a Tennessee  Warbler 
in  Nassau  17  Nov  (SB,  CW,  Cl),  a Nashville 
Warbler  near  the  Grand  Bahama  Highway  30 
Nov  (BP),  2 Chestnut-sided  Warblers  near 
Pelican  Pt.,  Grand  Bahama  27  Sep  and  one  at 
Pinewood  Stables,  Grand  Bahama  29  Sep 
(both  BH,  EB),  a Swainson’s  Warbler  at  Rain- 
bow Farm,  New  Providence  28  Oct  (LH,  PD), 
and  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Rand  Nature 
Centre,  Grand  Bahama  9 Aug  (LM,  BP),  Reef 
G.C.  3 Sep  (SR),  High  Rock,  Grand  Bahama 
27  Sep  (EB,  BH),  and  the  fruit  farm,  Abaco  30 
Sep  (BH,  EB).  At  Petite-Terre  N.R.,  Levesque 
found  a Black-throated  Green  Warbler  27  Sep, 
a male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  17  Oct, 
and  19  Northern  Waterthrushes,  2 Prairie 
Warblers,  and  16  American  Redstarts  6 Oct; 
he  also  found  a Black-and-white  Warbler  at 
Port-Louis  Swamp  18  Nov  and  imm.  or  fe- 
male Kentucky  Warbler  19  Sep  at  Gosier, 
Guadeloupe.  A potential  first  for  Bermuda 
was  a briefly  seen  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  28 
Oct  at  Paget  Marsh  (PHo),  an  imm.  or  female 
in  a dead  cedar  at  the  end  of  Paget  Marsh 
boardwalk.  A Pine  Warbler  near  Rock  Sound, 
Eleuthera  14  Oct  (JW,  RB,  JWu)  was  s.  of  its 
range  as  a permanent  resident  in  the  Bahamas 
and  may  have  been  a rare  inter-island  mi- 
grant. Another  potential  first  for  Bermuda 
was  a well-described  Western  Tanager 
(DBW)  at  Ferry  Point  Park  21  Oct. 

Scarce  sparrow  species  at  Bermuda  includ- 
ed Clay-colored  at  Pitman’s  Pond  6-12  Oct 
(DBW),  a Song  Sparrow  at  Bailey’s  Bay  13  Nov 
(PW),  and  a Swamp  Sparrow  and  a Dark-eyed 
Junco  22  Nov  at  Ferry  Point  Park  (PW).  On 


Corrigenda:  Daphne  Gemmill  notes  the  fol- 
lowing errors  in  the  spring  2006  report:  in 
Mar,  3 Bridled  Quail-Doves  were  heard  only 
on  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico;  at  the  same  location, 
the  Connecticut  Warbler  was  not  pho- 
tographed, as  indicated. 

Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Peter  Adhemar,  Rudy 
Badia,  Nicholas  Barton  (NBa),  Daniel  Belasco, 
Paul  Bithorn,  Rudi  Bonfiglioli  (RBo),  Elwood 
Bracey,  Noreen  Brent,  Ann  Brown,  Sylvia 
Brown,  Lisa  Clark,  Howard  Clyman,  Paul 
Dean,  Andrew  Dobson,  Larry  Dougan,  Monty 
Doyle,  Martin  Frost,  Lynn  Gape,  Erika  Gates, 
Bruce  Hallett,  Lee  Hanna,  Michelle  Hanson, 
Tony  Hepburn,  Peter  J.  Holmes  (PJH),  Peter 
Hopkin  (PHo),  Colin  Ingram,  Geana 
Knowles,  Niels  Larsen,  Keva  Hanna  Lawrence 
(KHL),  Vincent  Lemoine,  Anthony  Levesque, 
Lionel  Levine,  Jeremy  Madeiros,  Larry  Man- 
fredi,  Robin  Maraira,  Eddie  Massiah,  Preden- 
sa  Moore,  Jeremy  Nance,  Henry  Nixon, 
Louise  Olander,  B.N.T.  Ornithology  Group 
(OG),  William  Pinder,  Bruce  Purdy,  Ted  & 
Susan  Rights,  Robin  Symonette,  David  Wal- 
lace (DW),  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul  Watson, 
Jennifer  White,  David  Wingate  (DBW),  Joe 
Wunderle  (JWu).  O 


Robert  L.  Norton,  8960  NE  Waldo  Road 
Gainesville,  Florida  32609,  (corvus0486@aol.com) 
Anthony  White,  6540  Walhonding  Road 
Bethesda,  Maryland  20816,  (spindalis@verizon.net) 
Andrew  Dobson,  Warwick  Academy 
117  Middle  Road,  Warwick  PG01  Bermuda 
(ADobson@warwickacad.bm) 
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Hawaiian  Islands 


Robert  L.  Pyle  Peter  Donaldson 

Fall  2006  was  an  outstanding  season  for 
unusual  migrants  in  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands. Most  of  the  unusual  migrants 
were  shorebirds,  but  one  was  a passerine.  We 
received  good  numbers  of  observations  de- 
spite continuing  problems  with  a local  chat 
list.  Many  of  the  rarities  were  documented 
with  good  photographs. 

Abbreviations:  EES.  (French  Frigate  Shoals, 
Hawaiian  Islands  N.W.R.);  H.  (Hawaii  I.); 
HRBP  (Hawaii  Rare  Bird  Photograph;  used 
with  image  catalog  number  from  the  HRBP 
file  at  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu);  Hakalau 
(Hakalau  N.W.R.,  Hawaii  I.);  Hanalei 
(Hanalei  N.W.R.,  Kauai  I.);  Honouliuli  (Hon- 
ouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.); 
K.  (Kauai  I.);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui 
I.);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui  I.);  Kii 
(Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  O'ahu 
I.);  Kokee  (Koke'e  S.R,  Kauai  I.);  K.P  (Ki- 
lauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kauai  1.);  M.  (Maui  I.); 
Midway  (Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.);  O.  (O'ahu 
I.);  Ohiapilo  (‘Ohi'apilo  Pond,  Molokai  I.); 
Pouhala  (Pouhala  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
0‘ahu  L);  Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Har- 
bor N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi 
Preserve,  Maui  I.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRDS 


(MO,  KP).  High  counts  for  Northern  Pintails 
included  163  at  Kealia  16  Nov  (MN)  and  107 
at  Punamano,  0.  15  Nov  (MS,  AN).  A female 
Gadwall  at  Ohiapilo  29  Oct  (ADY)  was  a good 
find,  but  the  rarest  duck  of  the  season  was  a 
Harlequin  Duck  at  Midway  1 Dec  (ph.  JK). 

For  unknown  reasons,  gamebirds  continue 
to  expand  their  range  in  leeward  O'ahu.  Gray 


Harlequin  Ducks  are  very  rare  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and 
photographs  of  them  are  even  rarer  in  the  Region.  This  bird 
was  at  Midway  Atoll  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  December 
2006  (here  23  December).  Photograph  by  John  Klavitter, 
U.S.F.W.S. 

Francolins  continue  to  be  seen  frequently  at 
Honouliuli  (PD)  and  are  now  also  seen  regu- 
larly at  Waiawa  and  the  Waipio  Peninsula  Soc- 
cer Complex  in  Waipahu  (PD).  Five  Erckel’s 
Francolins  were  also  seen  at  Honouliuli  25  Oct 
(AN),  an  unusual  location  for  them  on  O'ahu. 
A Kalij  Pheasant  in  the  sw.  Waianae  Mt.,  O'ahu 
2 Sep  (tSM)  is  the  first  reported  in  that  area. 

Two  different  Short-tailed  Albatrosses  (En- 
dangered), a juv.  and  an  ad.,  were  observed  on 


Midway  1 Nov  (JK)-  Hawaiian  Petrels  (En- 
dangered) are  usually  seen  in  very  low  num- 
bers on  pelagic  trips  around  the  islands,  but 
20  were  observed  on  a boat  trip  in  waters  sw. 
of  Maui  2 Aug  (DK,  HS).  Three  Black-winged 
Petrels,  around  100  Bulwer’s  Petrels,  a Christ- 
mas Shearwater,  and  a Newell’s  Shearwater 
(Threatened)  were  seen  on  the  same  trip.  This 
area  is  seldom  visited  by  birders.  A Cooks  Pe- 
trel that  landed  on  a cruise  ship  was  brought 
to  shore  on  Kaua'i,  where  it  was  pho- 
tographed and  released  1 Sep  (ph.  JD,  SR). 
Cook’s  Petrels  are  rarely  reported,  and  their 
status  in  the  Region  is  poorly  understood. 
The  only  storm-petrels  reported  were  2 Band- 
rumpeds  seen  nw.  of  O'ahu  27  Aug  (PD).  A 
brewsteri  Brown  Booby,  with  a pale  head  and 
pale  gray  bill,  was  observed  21  Oct  on  Moku 
Manu,  a small  island  off  O'ahu  (EV).  This 
subspecies  is  rare  in  the  Region.  Lesser 
Frigatebirds  are  seldom  reported  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  because  of  the  difficulties  in  identi- 
fying frigatebirds,  many  reports  are  uncertain. 
Three  Lesser  Frigatebirds  on  FFS.  were  nice- 
ly photographed  Sep-Nov  (ph.  JT,  AA,  CG). 

HERONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A large  imm.  heron  observed  in  Kahuku,  O. 
15  Sep+  (ph.  GF,  PD,  AN,  KP,  rn.ob.)  was  al- 
most certainly  a Great  Blue  Heron  but  was  not 
observed  closely  enough  to  rule  out  Gray 
Heron.  Great  Blue  Herons  are  rare  but  regular 
in  the  Region;  Gray  Heron  has  yet  to  be 
recorded  in  the  Region.  A Cattle  Egret  was  on 
FFS.  4 Nov  (ph.  CG,  JT);  the  species  is  abun- 
dant in  the  Main  Hawaiian  islands  but  un- 
common in  the  Northwestern  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands. Up  to  3 Plegadis  ibis  were  reported  reg- 
ularly from  several  locations  Aug+  (m.ob.). 
The  birds  that  could  be  identified  as  to  species 
have  all  proven  to  be  White-faced. 

Single  Peregrine  Falcons  were  reported  at  La 
Perouse  Pinnacle,  FFS.  by  observers  on  the 
NOAA  ship  Oscar  Elton  Sette  8-14  Oct,  at  Kii 


Migrant  geese  are  uncommon  in  the  Region, 
so  this  season’s  total  of  four  species  is  notable. 
A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  spotted 
at  Kualapu'u  Res.,  Molokai  I.  26  Oct  (ADY), 
an  imm.  Snow  Goose  was  found  at  Kawai'ele, 
K.  (ph.  D&PK),  and  2 Brant  were  observed  at 
the  Kahuku  shrimp  ponds,  O.  18  Nov  (MW). 
At  least  one  Cackling  Goose  was  at  Kealia 
Aug+  and  2 there  6 Nov  (MN).  Brant  and 
Cackling  Geese  are  uncommon  in  the  Region, 
while  Greater  White-fronteds  and  Snows  are 
rare.  Migrant  ducks  turned  up  in  good  num- 
bers, especially  on  O'ahu,  where  they  were 
more  numerous  than  they  had  been  for  years. 
High  counts  for  Northern  Shovelers  were  159 
at  Kealia  6 Nov  (MN)  and  75  at  Kii  11  Nov 


Three  Lesser  Frigatebirds,  seldom  reported  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  were  observed  frequently  at  ground  level  on  French 
Frigate  Shoals  18  September-28  November  (here  29  September)  2006,  where  more  easily  distinguished  from  the  larger 
Great  Frigatebirds.  Photographs  by  Jeff  Tory,  U.S.F.W.S.  Volunteer. 
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Cattle  Egrets  are  abundant  on  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands 
but  are  uncommon  on  the  Northwestern  Hawaiian  Islands. 
This  individual,  photographed  4 November  2006,  remained 
on  French  Frigate  Shoals  through  30  November.  Photo- 
graph by  Cory  Gregory. 


Hawaiian  Coot  is  an  Endangered  species  but  is  locally  com- 
mon on  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands  where  suitable  wetland 
habit  remains.  This  bird  was  observed  on  Laysan  Island, 
over  1300  kilometers  from  the  breeding  populations  on  the 
main  islands.  Photograph  by  Scott  Freeman. 


This  White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Kahuku,  O'ahu  Island, 
Hawaii  1 9 (here)  through  28  September  2006  provided  the 
first  record  of  the  species  for  the  Region.  Photograph  by 
Michael  Walther. 

26  Oct  (KP),  in  Hawaii  Volcanoes  N.R  22  Nov 
(GS),  and  at  Midway  1 Dec  (JK).  Peregrines  are 
rare  but  regular  in  the  Region.  Hawaiian  Coots 
(Endangered)  are  locally  common  in  the  main 
islands  but  rare  in  the  Northwestern  Islands. 
One  Hawaiian  Coot  was  observed  at  Laysan  I. 
throughout  the  season  (ph.,  SF,  NM,  RM). 

As  usual,  numbers  of  migrant  shorebirds 
increased  rapidly  during  Sep.  By  21  Sep,  there 
were  612  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  at  Kealia 
(MN).  A Greater  Yellowlegs  was  heard  and 
seen  at  Waiawa  30  Nov  (PD).  Greater  Yel- 


lowlegs are  uncommon  in  the  Region.  A 
Gray-tailed  Tattler  at  the  Kahuku  shrimp 
ponds,  O.  29  Sep  was  a rare  find  (tMO);  this 
species  can  be  difficult  to  separate  from  the 
more  common  Wandering  Tattler,  and  al- 
though the  Kahuku  bird  was  not  pho- 
tographed, it  was  heard  giving  its  distinctive 
call.  A Spotted  Sandpiper  at  the  shrimp  ponds 
19  Sep  (ph.  MW)  and  22  Sep  (PD,  RP)  was 
another  rare  find.  There  were  good  numbers 
of  Bristle-thighed  Curlews,  with  at  least  42 
counted  at  Kii  21  Oct  (PD)  and  23  flying  over 
Ohiapilo  24  Oct  (ADY).  A Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  was  nicely  photographed  at  the 
Hanapepe  Salt  Pond,  K.  1 Sep  (ph  , JD).  This 
species  is  not  only  rare  in  the  Region  but  also 
difficult  to  separate  from  other  peeps.  The 
outstanding  shorebird  rarity  was  a White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  observed  at  the  Kahuku 
Shrimp  Ponds,  O.  19-28  Sep  (ph.  MW, 
rn.ob.),  furnishing  the  first  accepted  record 
for  the  Region.  A Curlew  Sandpiper  was  spot- 
ted at  the  Hanapepe  Salt  Pond,  K.  29  Oct 
(CM).  Curlew  Sandpipers  are  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion but  have  been  reported  more  frequently 
over  the  past  several  years.  A rare  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpiper  on  EES.  13  Oct-2  Nov  was  well 
photographed  (ph.  CG,JT). 

PARAKEETS  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Hundreds  of  Rose-ringed  Parakeets  were  seen 
in  the  Makiki  section  of  Honolulu,  O.  1 1 Nov 
(DP).  Rose-ringeds  have  been  established  on 
0‘ahu  for  years  but  are  seldom  reported.  A 
Short-eared  Owl  was  observed  on  EES.  25-29 
Nov  (CG,  EM);  the  species  is  seen  regularly  in 
the  Main  Hawaiian  Islands  but  is  seldom  re- 
ported on  EES.  A Marianas  Swiftlct  (Endan- 
gered) was  spotted  on  Aiea  Tr.,  O.  28  Sep  (KP, 
FH).  The  only  nest  site  in  the  Region  is  in  the 
valley  below  this  trail. 

Migrant  passerines  are  very  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion, so  a Snow  Bunting  at  Midway  1 Oct  was 
an  exciting  record  (ph.  JK).  Two  species  of  in- 
troduced finches  were  reported  to  be  expand- 
ing their  ranges  on  Hawaii  1.  Red  Avadavats 
were  observed  in  the  Hilo  area  5 Nov  (DL),  a 
new  location  for  this  species,  which  is  usual- 
ly seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island. 
Common  Waxbills  were  reported  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  Kailua  area  (RD)  and  observed 
daily.  Common  Waxbills  have  been  rarely  ob- 
served on  Hawaii  I.  until  recently.  Good 
records  of  native  forest  birds  have  been 
sparse.  Tour  groups  continue  to  report  seeing 
some  of  the  rare  native  species  but  without  in- 
formation on  the  numbers  of  individuals  or 
other  details. 

Contributors:  Angela  Anders,  Kelly  Boadway, 
David  Bremer,  Brian  Casler,  Reg  David,  Jim 


Peeps  are  uncommon  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  their  rel- 
ative abundance  there  is  imperfectly  understood.  At 
Hanapepe,  Kaua'i  Island,  this  photograph  of  a rare  Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper  was  taken  7 September  2006 — good 
enough  to  convince  even  skeptics.  Photograph  by  Jim  Denny. 


Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  are  regular  visitors  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  but  are  seldom  photographed  as  well  as  this  juve- 
nile, one  of  two  on  French  Frigate  Shoals  13  October  (here) 
through  28  November  2006.  One  of  the  two  died.  Photo- 
graph by  Cory  Gregory. 


Passerine  migrants  are  very  rare  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with 
most  records  from  the  Northwestern  Islands,  small  islands 
where  unusual  landbirds,  like  this  Snow  Bunting  on  Midway 
Island,  1 October  2006,  may  be  spotted  more  easily.  Photo- 
graph by  John  Klavitter,  U.S.F.W.S. 
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First  record  of  Song  Thrush 
(Turdus  philometos)  in  North  America 
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Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  occurrence  of 
a Song  Thrush  ( Turdus  philomelos ) at 
Saint-Fulgence,  Quebec,  Canada  11-17 
November  2006.  This  record  represents 
the  first  of  this  species  within  the  North 
American  continental  boundaries  as  de- 
fined by  the  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union  (A.O.U.  1998). 

Field  encounter 

On  11  November  2006,  Claude  Samson 
and  Diane  Cote  found  an  unfamiliar 
thrush  in  their  backyard  at  Saint-Ful- 
gence (48°  27'  N,  70°  54'  W),  in  the 
Saguenay-Lake-Saint-Jean  region  of 
Quebec.  Due  to  its  secretive  behavior 
and  because  it  was  seen  very  infrequent- 


ly in  the  next  four  days,  Samson  and 
Cote  were  unsuccessful  in  their  at- 
tempts to  identify  the  bird.  In  the  late  af- 
ternoon of  16  November,  Germain 
Savard  received  several  photographs  of 
the  mystery  bird  taken  by  Samson 
through  a telescope  from  inside  the 
house.  With  no  field  guides  at  hand  at 
his  place  of  work,  Savard  was  also  un- 
able to  identify  the  bird  conclusively 
and  so  forwarded  the  photographs  to 
Claude  Auchu  and  Christiane  Girard  for 
comment.  That  evening,  Savard  received 
a phone  call  from  them  that  they  had 
identified  the  bird  as  a Song  Thrush 
( Turdus  philomelos),  which  they  knew 
would  represent  a first  record  of  the 
species  for  North  America.  Given  the 


importance  of  this  discovery,  an  opinion 
was  also  solicited  from  Michel  Gosselin 
of  the  Canadian  Museum  of  Nature  in 
Ottawa,  who  independently  identified 
the  bird  as  a Song  Thrush.  The  follow- 
ing day,  17  November,  Savard  and  seven 
other  birders  of  the  Saguenay  region 
gathered  at  the  living  room  window  of 
the  Samson-Cote  home,  the  only  place 
where  it  was  possible  to  see  the  Song 
Thrush  without  frightening  it.  The  bird 
was  then  observed  intermittently 
throughout  the  day.  A strong  cold  front 
swept  over  the  region  the  following 
night,  and  the  Song  Thrush  was  not  ob- 
served thereafter.  During  the  week  prior 
to  the  passage  of  this  front,  rain  and  very 
low  cloud  cover  had  persisted,  condi- 
tions that  probably  kept  the  thrush 
grounded  during  this  time.  On  17  No- 
vember, the  last  day  on  which  the  bird 
was  observed,  the  temperature  reached  a 
maximum  of  20°  C,  which  was  excep- 
tional for  this  time  of  year. 

Description  and  identification 

The  Song  Thrush  (Figures  1,  2,  3)  ap- 
peared intermediate  in  size  between  the 
North  American  Catharus  thrushes  and 
American  Robin  ( Turdus  migratorius). 
The  upperparts  were  plain  grayish  brown 
without  any  obvious  paler  or  darker  ar- 
eas other  than  in  wing  coverts  (see  be- 
low) and  faint,  small  pale  marks  in  the 
crown.  The  underparts  were  whitish, 
strongly  marked  with  drop-like,  dark 
brown  spots  on  the  chest,  flanks,  belly, 
and  undertail  coverts.  A soft  russet-buff 
coloration  was  obvious  on  the  upper 
breast  and  faintly  present  on  the  flanks 
and  auriculars.  The  white  throat  was 
framed  by  dark  submaiar  stripes,  narrow 
near  the  chin  and  broader  and  more  dif- 
fuse, with  several  tiers  of  stippling,  at  the 
lower  terminus.  The  malar  area  was 
mostly  off-white  in  color,  with  a few 
flecks  of  brown  but  mostly  clean,  in  con- 
trast to  the  auriculars,  which  were  finely 
mottled  with  brown,  and  the  submaiar 
markings.  The  lower/posterior  portion  of 


Figure  1.  Song  Thrush  [Turdus  philomelos)  at  Saint-Fulgence,  Quebec,  16  November  2006.  The  pattern  of  the  head 
is  rather  complex:  pale  auriculars,  mottled  with  brown  and  showing  a distinct  lower/rear  border;  a mostly  pale 
malar  area  with  limited  flecking;  a dark  submaiar  mark  that  broadens  at  the  lower  terminus;  a pale  eye  ring,  most 
distinct  at  the  rear  of  the  eye;  small  pale  flecks  in  the  crown;  dark  brown  lores;  and  an  indistinct  supraloral  spot 
weakly  connected  to  a faint,  narrow  superciliary  mark.  All  photographs  were  taken  through  a window  from  within 
the  photographer's  home  on  this  date.  Photograph  by  Claude  Samson. 
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the  auriculars  was  outlined  by  a dark, 
rather  distinct  crescent.  The  eyes  were 
dark.  A whitish  eye  ring  was  most  dis- 
tinct at  the  rear  of  the  eye,  and  a rather 
faint,  indistinct  superciliary  arc  joined  a 
faint  pale  supraloral  mark,  but  the  lores 
(anterior  of  the  eye  ring)  showed  a dark 
brown  blotch,  which  was  connected  to 
an  arc  of  dark  feathering  that  extended 
posteriorly  below  the  eye  into  the  auric- 
ulars. The  tail  was  rather  short,  and  the 
wings  appeared  the  same  color  as  the 
back. 

In  several  of  the  photographs,  a molt 
limit  is  clearly  visible  in  the  upperwing 
coverts,  which  permits  ageing  of  this  in- 
dividual as  a hatch-year  bird.  The  inner 
greater  coverts  are  tipped  by  weak  pale 
marks  (thus  fresh  adult-type  feathers), 
whereas  the  outer  coverts  showed  larger 
rusty-buff  terminal  spots  forming  a no- 
ticeable wing  bar  (slightly  worn  juvenile- 
type  feathers;  Svensson  1992).  Several 
outer  median  coverts  of  the  upperwing 
also  show  buff  tips.  Three  observers  saw 
the  underwing  coverts  as  the  bird 
stretched  its  wings  briefly  and  described 
them  as  orange-buff.  The  bill  appeared 
stout  and  long — rather  similar  to  that  of 
American  Robin  in  shape — and  was 
mostly  blackish,  with  a yellow-orange 
tomium.  The  legs  were  dull  grayish  pink. 
The  bird  was  observed  only  from  inside 
the  house,  thus  no  vocalizations  could  be 
heard.  The  absence  of  bands,  along  with 
the  pristine  conditions  of  the  plumage 
and  bare  parts,  suggest  that  this  bird  had 
not  been  held  in  captivity. 

The  field  marks  described  above  readi- 
ly eliminate  the  North  American  Catharu s 
thrushes,  Wood  Thrush  ( Hylocichla 
mustelina ),  and  Redwing  (T.  iliacus );  the 
latter  shows  rusty-red  flanks,  reddish  un- 
derwing coverts,  and  a distinct  buffy- 
white  supercilium.  The  Song  Thrush’s  au- 
ricular border  and  eye  ring  are  illustrated 
but  not  mentioned  in  European  field 
guides,  probably  because  they  are  not  rel- 
evant in  distinguishing  Song  Thrush  from 
similar  species  in  Europe,  such  as  Mistle 
Thrush  (T  viscivotus),  which  has  a longer 
tail  and  white  underwing  coverts  (Jons- 
son  1992,  Mullarney  et  al.  1999,  Beaman 
and  Madge  1998,  Sinclair  and  Ryan  2003, 
Collar  2005).  These  were,  however, 
among  the  details  that  prompted  Auchu 
and  Girard  to  consider  Song  Thrush.  Chi- 
nese Thrush  (I  mupinensis ) of  central 
China,  which  is  very  similar  to  Song 
Thrush,  shows  bolder  white  wing  bars, 


bright  orange  underwings,  and  more  pro- 
nounced auricular  borders  (MacKinnon 
and  Philips  2000).  It  has  been  suggested 
that  Chinese  Thrush  forms  a superspecies 
with  Song  Thrush  (Cramp  1988,  Sibley 
and  Monroe  1990). 

The  yard  frequented  by  the  thrush  was 
a well-vegetated  property  along  the 
Saguenay  River  planted  mainly  with 
White  Spruce  ( Picea  glauca),  Northern 
White-Cedar  ( Thuja  occidentalis),  and 
Showy  Mountain-Ash  ( Sorbus  decora ). 
The  bird  spent  most  of  its  time  on  the 
ground  eating  the  fallen  fruits  of  Showy 
Mountain-Ash  and  some  insects.  More 
rarely,  it  perched  in  the  trees  to  take  fruit. 
After  feeding  for  a few  minutes,  it  usual- 
ly disappeared  for  periods  of  up  to  two 
hours.  Very  reclusive  in  the  first  days  of 
its  visit,  it  had  become  more  confiding 
and  fed  for  longer  periods  during  the  last 
few  days  of  its  visit.  In  general,  it  seemed 
a shy  bird  and  most  frequently  remained 
motionless  when  disturbed.  It  often  ran 
on  the  ground,  holding  its  head  low.  It 
was  seen  on  several  occasions  feeding  in 
the  company  of  European  Starlings  (Stur- 
nus  vulgaris );  no  interactions  were  noted 
between  the  species. 

Discussion 

Song  Thrushes  nest  commonly  from 
Scandinavia,  the  British  Isles,  and  north- 
ern Spain  eastward  to  Lake  Baikal  in 
southern  Siberia.  The  species  winters 
mainly  in  western  Europe  but  reaches 
northern  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  as 
far  east  as  Iran.  Introduced  populations 
persist  in  southeastern  Australia  and  in 
New  Zealand  (Long  1981,  Collar  2005). 
Although  geographic  variation  is  slight 
and  clinal,  four  subspecies  of  Song 
Thrush  are  recognized  (Cramp  1988, 
Collar  2005).  In  northern  and  continen- 
tal Europe  (except  in  the  west),  the 
breeding  subspecies  is  nominate  philome- 
los.  In  western  Europe,  two  subspecies 
occur:  hebridensis,  inhabiting  the  Outer 
Hebrides  and  the  Isle  of  Skye,  and 
clarkei,  resident  in  the  rest  of  the  British 
Isles,  western  and  central  Netherlands, 
Belgium,  and  northwestern  and  western 
France  (Cramp  1988).  East  of  these  sub- 
species is  T.  p.  nataliae , which  breeds  in 
central  and  western  Siberia  and  winters 
in  northeastern  Africa  and  southwestern 
Asia  (Collar  2005).  Differences  in  col- 
oration, size  of  spots  on  the  underparts, 
and  overall  size  are  the  main  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  among  these  sub- 


Figure 2.  The  molt  limit  between  the  juvenile  outermost 
greater  coverts  and  the  adult  innermost  greater  coverts, 
well  visible  here,  is  typical  of  a hatch-year  bird. 
Photograph  by  Claude  Samson. 

species.  Identification  of  the  Saint-Ful- 
gence  bird  to  subspecies  was  not  possible 
in  the  field  or  from  photographs,  but  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  this  vagrant 
was  of  the  migratory  nominate  sub- 
species based  on  its  pattern  of  occurrence 
to  both  Greenland  and  Iceland. 

Outside  its  typical  range,  Song  Thrush 
an  annual  vagrant  in  Iceland,  with  an  av- 
erage of  13  to  14  birds  reported  per  year 
between  1979  and  2003,  most  of  these 
occurring  during  the  months  of  October 
and  November  (<www.hi.is/~yannk/ 
status_turphi.html>).  The  autumn  of 
2006  had  reports  of  at  least  38  individu- 
als in  Iceland  (the  second  highest  num- 
ber on  record),  including  36  during  the 
period  12-15  October.  Song  Thrushes  in 
Iceland  have  been  mostly  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies,  although  three  January 
specimens  of  hebiidensis  have  been  ob- 
tained there  (Y.  Kolbeinsson,  pers. 
comm.).  There  is  also  a Greenland  record 
of  a mummified  Song  Thrush  of  the 
nominate  subspecies  from  June  1982 
(Boertmann  1994,  1998).  As  Greenland 
was  not  included  in  the  seventh  edition 
of  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union’s 
Check-list  (A.O.U.  1998),  the  Saint-Ful- 
gence  Song  Thrush  represents  the  first 
record  for  the  A.O.U.  area  as  currently 
defined  (A.O.U.  1998)  and  for  continen- 
tal North  America.  Neither  Song  Thrush 
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Figure  3.  The  U-shaped  crescent  bordering  the  rear  of 
the  auriculars  and  the  pale  eye  ring  (most  prominent 
along  the  rear  of  the  eye) — both  marks  absent  in  North 
American  Catharus  thrushes — were  among  the  features 
that  alerted  observers  to  the  presence  of  a vagrant 
species.  Photograph  by  Claude  Samson. 

nor  Chinese  Thrush  is  kept  in  captivity 
in  North  America,  according  to  the  data 
of  the  International  Species  Information 
System  (ISIS  2007),  and  some  Song 
Thrushes  are  kept  in  private  collections, 
mostly  in  large  urban  centers  (S.  De- 
shaies,  pers.  comm  ).  Largely  based  on  its 
long  history  of  vagrancy  to  Iceland,  Song 
Thrush  has  been  considered  a likely 
species  to  appear  in  North  America  (Pe- 
tursson  1997,  Petersen  2000). 

Inasmuch  as  the  Song  Thrush  was 
found  over  1000  km  away  from  the  At- 
lantic coast,  it  is  difficult  to  associate  its 
presence  in  Saint-Fulgence  with  a weath- 
er system,  as  is  often  possible  with  Song 
Thrushes  in  Iceland,  for  instance,  where 
eastward-moving  low-pressure  systems 
often  bring  waves  of  Eurasian  passerines 
(Y.  Kolbeinsson,  pers.  comm.).  In  Sep- 
tember 2006,  strong  easterly  and 
northerly  winds  brought  a record-high 
number  (36)  of  Northern  Wheatears 
( Oenanthe  oenanthe ) into  northeastern 
North  America,  and  four  Common 
Ringed  Plovers  ( Charadrius  hiaticula ) 
were  found  in  Newfoundland;  however, 
October,  the  peak  month  for  Song 
Thrush  migration  (Milwright  2006, 
Cramp  1988),  saw  no  notable  movement 
of  Eurasian  species  in  2006.  It  is  tempt- 
ing to  speculate  that  the  Saint-Fulgence 


Song  Thrush  was  part  of  the  movement 
that  was  observed  in  Iceland  in  mid-Oc- 
tober. This  bird  could  well  have  reached 
land  somewhere  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  then  moved  southward  inland 
to  find  itself  in  a birders  backyard  in  the 
Saguenay  area  a month  later. 

Despite  its  inland  location,  the  Sague- 
nay River  valley  and  Lake-Saint-Jean  re- 
gions have  hosted  several  uncommon  pri- 
marily Eurasian  taxa,  including  Common 
Greenshank  ( Tringa  nebularia ),  Eurasian 
Whimbrel  (Numemius  phaeopus  phaeo- 
pus),  Black-tailed  Godwit  ( Limosa  limosa), 
Ross’s  Gull  (Rhodostethia  rosea),  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  ( Lams  scliis(isagus),  White- 
winged Tern  (Chlidonias  Icucopterus), 
White  Wagtail  (M otacilla  alba),  and  Bram- 
bling  (F ringilla  montifringilla). 
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Abstract 

The  fall  migration  of  2006  saw  the  ap- 
pearance of  four  Common  Ringed 
Plovers  ( Charadrius  hiaticula ) in  New- 
foundland, Canada.  This  was  twice  the 
previous  number  of  sightings  for  the 
province  and  an  unprecedented  influx 
for  eastern  North  America  south  of  the 
breeding  range.  This  paper  documents 
these  records  and  highlights  the  features 
used  to  identify  this  cryptic  and  probably 
overlooked  species. 

Introduction 

Common  Ringed  Plover,  though  primari- 
ly a Eurasian  species,  breeds  in  western 
Alaska,  Greenland,  and  in  Arctic  Canada 
on  the  northeastern  coasts  of  Baffin  and 
Ellesmere  Islands  (Alderfer  2006).  In 
eastern  North  America,  Common  Ringed 
Plover  is  rarely  recorded  outside  of  its 
known  breeding  range.  Prior  to  2006, 
there  were  only  two  records  for  the  island 
of  Newfoundland:  an  adult  at  EAnse  aux 


Meadows  (24-28  August  24  1980;  B. 
Mactavish)  and  an  adult  at  Bellevue 
Beach  (14-16  August  2001;  P.  Linegar 
and  others).  The  only  documented 
records  of  the  species  from  the  Lower  48 
United  States  are  from  Maine,  an  adult  on 
the  South  Lubec  Flats  26  August-5  Sep- 
tember 2003  (Ellison  and  Martin  2004) 
and  from  Massachusetts  (Veit  and  Pe- 
tersen 1993). 

During  a four-week  period  (20  Au- 
gust-17 September  2006),  four  Common 
Ringed  Plovers  were  observed  at  loca- 
tions in  southeastern  Newfoundland: 
three  adults  in  worn  breeding  plumage 
and  one  juvenile.  All  four  birds  were  well 
documented  with  photographs,  and  two 
were  seen  by  eight  or  more  observers. 
The  prevailing  weather  patterns  in  the 
days  and  weeks  leading  up  to  these 
records  were  characterized  by  strong 
northeasterly  winds.  Coincident  with  the 
plover  observations  were  numerous 
records  of  Northern  Wheatear  ( Oenanthe 


ocnanthe ) in  eastern  Canada  and  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  North  America — another 
common  breeding  species  in  Greenland 
and  Baffin  Island. 

Field  encounters 

The  first  Common  Ringed  Plover  of  2006, 
an  adult  (probably  male),  was  discovered 
on  a tidal  beach  at  Trepassey  on  20  Au- 
gust (D.  Brown,  J.  Harding);  this  individ- 
ual continued  to  be  seen  sporadically 
through  the  following  nine  days.  The  sec- 
ond individual,  an  adult  male,  was  found 
29  August  at  Bear  Cove,  near  the  com- 
munity of  Renews  (K.  Knowles,  S.  Dex- 
tor).  This  bird  was  well  photographed 
and  documented  over  the  next  hour  but 
was  not  relocated.  Almost  three  weeks 
later,  on  16  September,  a third  Common 
Ringed  Plover  was  discovered  on  a small 
boat  slipway  at  St.  Shott’s  (D.  Brown,  J. 
Clarke).  This  bird,  an  adult  (and  pre- 
sumed female),  was  observed  by  a total  of 
eight  birders  over  the  next  few  hours. 


Juvenile  (left)  and  adult  Common  Ringed  Plovers,  St.  Shotts,  Newfoundland,  17  September  2006. 
Photograph  by  Jared  Clarke. 
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All  three  adult  Common  Ringed 
Plovers  associated  with  Semipalmat- 
ed  Plovers  (C.  semipalmatus ) and 
immediately  stood  out  among  their 
congeners  by  virtue  of  their  paler, 
sandier  upperparts,  thicker  breast 
bands,  and  distinct  facial  patterns, 
with  more  extensive  white  behind 
the  eye.  On  average,  the  psammodro- 
ma  subspecies  of  Common  Ringed 
Plover,  which  breeds  in  eastern 
North  America,  is  larger  and  per- 
haps paler  above  than  Siberian  tun- 
drae  and  European  hiatacula , and 
these  distinctions  serve  to  set  them 
apart  still  more  from  Semipalmated 
Plover  (Paulson  2005).  The  most 
striking  feature  of  the  adult  plovers 
was  the  thick,  black  breast  band, 
most  notable  when  the  birds  were 
standing  and  alert.  While  band 
thickness  is  variable  between  indi- 
viduals, and  its  apparent  thickness 
can  change  with  posture  in  all  belt- 
ed plover  species  (Sibley  2000),  a 
typical  Common  Ringed  Plover 
shows  a notably  thicker  band  than  a 
typical  Semipalmated  Plover.  Final- 
ly, compared  to  the  adjacent  Semi- 
palmated Plovers,  these  adult  Com- 
mon Ringed  Plovers  had  a more 
contrasting  dark  face  “mask,”  offset 
by  an  extensive  white  forehead 
patch  and  supercilium  (the  use  of 
“supercilium”  here  indicates  either  a 
complete  or  a partial  supercilium, 
one  that  extends  only  posteriorly 
from  above  the  eye). 

The  features  noted  above  were 
more  than  enough  to  merit  further 
scrutiny,  but  they  were  not  enough 
to  confirm  an  identification  of  Com- 
mon Ringed  Plover  (see  Dunn  1993, 
Lakin  and  Rylands  1997,  Alderfer 
2006).  Fortunately,  closer  inspection 
of  the  birds  and  excellent  photo- 
graphs allowed  for  confirmation  of 
three  additional  characteristics:  de- 
tails of  the  facial  pattern,  orbital  ring 
color,  and  lack  of  webbing  between 
the  inner  toes.  All  three  plovers  ex- 
hibited a more  contrasting  mask  than 
adult  Semipalmated  Plovers,  including  a 
broad  ear  patch  (auricular)  and  adjacent 
area  of  black  in  the  lower  lores.  This  area 
of  black  remained  evenly  wide  toward  the 
bill,  so  that  the  lower  edge  of  the  black 
terminated  precisely  at  the  gape.  By  con- 
trast, the  dark  in  the  lower  lores  of  the 
Semipalmated  Plovers  appeared  invari- 
ably more  “pinched  together,”  such  that 


Figure  1 . Adult  (probable  male)  Common  Ringed  Plover,  Trepassey,  20-29  (here  20)  August  2006.  Note  the  pale  brown  upperparts, 
very  thick  black  breast  band,  broad  white  supercilium  extending  well  behind  the  eye,  and  lack  of  pale  orbital  ring  (observed  as  black  in 
the  field).  The  lower  edge  of  the  dark  "mask"  meets  the  bill  precisely  at  the  gape.  Photograph  by  Ken  Knowles. 


Figure  2.  Adult  male  Common  Ringed  Plover,  Bear  Cove,  Newfoundland,  29  August  2006.  Note  the  very  thick  black  breast  band. 
The  distinctive  facial  pattern  includes  broad  black  auriculars,  offsetting  an  extensive  white  supercilium.  The  dark  orbital  ring  and 
long,  tapered  bill  are  also  typical  of  Common  Ringed  Plover.  Photograph  by  Ken  Knowles. 


the  white  of  the  throat  extended  to  a 
point  above  the  gape  and  the  junction  of 
the  black  lores  with  the  bill  was  thus  al- 
ways above  the  gape — a subtle  but  im- 
portant distinction  from  Common  Ringed 
in  all  plumages.  A thick  white  supercili- 
um extended  prominently  behind  the  eye 
(and  in  most  cases  also  above  the  eye), 
bordering  the  black  auriculars,  in  all 
adult  Common  Ringed  Plovers.  Adult 


male  Semipalmated  Plovers  typically  have 
a faint  whitish  mark  behind  the  eye;  adult 
females  may  have  a more  extensive  post- 
ocular mark  (or  partial  supercilium)  than 
males,  but  the  auriculars  are  browner, 
creating  less  contrast  than  seen  in  an 
adult  Common  Ringed  Plover.  On  each 
bird,  the  white  forehead  patch  was  large 
and  tapered  to  a prominent  point  below 
the  eye.  This  feature  is  typical  of  Com- 
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mon  Ringed  Plover  but  not  of  Semi- 
palmated  Plover,  which  generally  shows  a 
smaller  forehead  patch  with  a straighter 
rear  border. 


Photographs  and  scope  views  showed 
that  all  three  birds  had  very  inconspicu- 
ous dark  orbital  rings;  adult  Semipalmat- 
ed  Plovers  have  yellow-orange  orbital 


rings.  More  importantly,  it  was  confirmed 
(and  photographically  documented)  that 
all  three  birds  had  very  minimal  webbing 
between  the  inner  toes  and  none  at  all 
between  the  outer  toes.  The  most  reli- 
able characteristic  for  distinguishing  be- 
tween Common  Ringed  and  Semipalmat- 
ed  Plovers  is  probably  the  more  extensive 
webbing  (palmation)  between  the  front 
toes  of  Semipalmated  (but  especially  the 
outer  toes),  which  lends  the  species  its 
name.  Two  of  the  adult  Common  Ringed 
Plovers  were  heard  to  give  the  diagnostic 
tooo-lii  call  on  several  occasions,  a call 
that  is  more  drawn  out,  melancholy,  and 
flutelike  than  the  rising  chu-wee  call  of 
Semipalmated  Plover. 

Upon  returning  to  study  and  photo- 
graph the  adult  Common  Ringed  Plover 
at  St.  Shott’s  on  17  September,  the  au- 
thors discovered  a juvenile — thus  a 
fourth  bird.  The  identification  of  Com- 
mon Ringed  Plover  is  juvenal  plumage 
has  only  recently  been  illuminated 
(Mullarney  1991),  but  it  is  now  consid- 
ered feasible  and  is  treated  in  most 
North  American  held  guides  that  treat 
Common  Ringed  Plover  (e.g.,  Sibley 
2000,  Brinkley  2007).  The  birds  slightly 
larger  size,  paler  upperparts,  and  thick 
broken  breast  band  first  drew  our  atten- 
tion. We  were  able  to  get  extremely 
close  looks  at  the  feet  (60x  scope  views 
at  less  than  5 m),  which  confirmed  the 
virtual  lack  of  webbing  between  the  out- 
er toes  and  thus  identification  of  the  in- 
dividual as  a Common  Ringed  Plover. 
Unobstructed  views  of  the  feet  were  pos- 
sible because  the  bird  was  standing  on  a 
wooden  slipway,  as  opposed  to  a muddy 
or  sandy  terrain.  Close  inspection  and 
numerous  photographs  also  showed 
that  the  lower  edge  of  the  mask  was  not 
“pinched”  and  did  indeed  meet  the 
gape,  a feature  indicative  of  Common 
Ringed  in  both  juvenal  and  adult 
plumages.  Whereas  all  the  nearby  juve- 
nile Semipalmated  Plovers  were  found 
to  have  pale  or  orange-yellow  orbital 
rings,  this  individual  had  a uniformly 
black  ring  visible  only  at  very  close 
range  with  telescopes.  This  bird  was  lat- 
er seen  in  close  association  with  the 
adult  Common  Ringed  Plover,  the  two 
even  posing  together  for  photographs 
(perhaps  a first  for  eastern  North  Amer- 
ica away  from  the  breeding  grounds; 
Frontispiece).  Neither  of  the  St.  Shotts 
plovers  was  seen  again. 


Figure  3.  Adult  (probable  female)  Common  Ringed  Plover,  St.  Shott's,  Newfoundland,  16-17  September  2006.  (3A)  This 
individual  was  notably  larger  and  paler  than  nearby  Semipalmated  Plovers.  Note  the  lack  of  visible  orbital  ring  and  how 
the  lower  edge  of  the  mask  (broad  dark  lower  loral  area)  meets  the  bill  precisely  at  the  gape.  The  white  forehead  patch 
(or  frontlet)  extends  below  the  eye  in  a prominent  point,  typical  of  this  species.  Photograph  by  Paul  Linegar.  (3B)  While 
often  difficult  to  observe  in  the  field,  the  virtual  lack  of  webbing  between  the  outer  toes  is  diagnostic  of  Common  Ringed 
Plover.  Photograph  by  Dave  Brown. 
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Discussion 

Despite  the  few  reports  of  the  species 
away  from  its  North  American  breeding 
range,  Common  Ringed  Plover  certainly 
occurs  on  the  continent  as  a vagrant, 
and  it  seems  very  likely  that  this  cryptic 
species  occurs  more  frequently  than  the 
few  extralimital  records  would  suggest. 
Among  flocks  of  Semipalmated  Plover, 
adult  Common  Ringed  Plovers  appear 
paler  above  and  larger  overall,  with  re- 
markably thick  breast  bands  and  dis- 
tinctive facial  patterns.  Such  “candi- 
dates” should  then  be  investigated 
further  for  a dark  orbital  ring  (rarely 
faintly  yellow  [Alderfer  2006])  and  the 
pattern  of  the  lore-gape  junction.  Juve- 
niles may  also  be  identified  by  this 
“mask”  pattern  at  the  gape,  by  upper- 
part  coloration,  and  by  orbital  ring  col- 
oration. The  lack  of  webbing  between 
the  outer  toes  and  unique  call  are  diag- 
nostic for  Common  Ringed  Plover  of 
any  age.  All  of  these  features  should  be 
documented  with  photographs  and 
video  footage  and/or  audio-recordings, 
as  they  are  subtle  enough  that  they  mer- 
it re-evaluation  after  the  field  encounter, 
both  by  the  observer(s)  and  local 
records  committees. 
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Figure  4.  Juvenile  Common  Ringed  Plover,  St.  Shott's,  Newfoundland  17  September  2006.  (4A)  Note  the  lack  of  visible 
orbital  ring  (clearly  observed  to  be  black  in  the  field)  and  the  lore-gape  junction  (the  lower  edge  of  the  dark  "mask"  ter- 
minates at  the  gape).  The  thick  broken  breast  band  is  typical  of  Common  Ringed  Plover.  Photograph  by  Jared  Clarke.  (4B) 
Note  the  thicker  yellow  legs,  broader  chest,  blockier  head  and  overall  bulky  appearance  of  the  Common  Ringed  Plover 
(rear)  compared  to  Semipalmated  Plover  (front).  Photograph  by  Dave  Brown. 
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In  September  20006,  a Victor  Emanuel  Mature  Tours  charter  sailed  from  An- 
chorage to  the  Kamchatka  Peninsula,  via  Attu  Island,  and  recorded  at  least  14 
Short-tailed  Albatrosses  along  the  way.  The  world  population  of  this  Critically 
Endangered  species  has  been  rebounding  in  recent  years,  with  325  pairs  rear- 
ing 1 95  young  on  their  primary  breeding  site  at  Torishima  Island,  Japan,  in 
winter  2005-2006.  Almost  unknown  in  North  American  waters  over  most  of 
the  twentieth  century,  this  striking  bird  is  now  an  uncommon  visitor  to 
Alaskan  waters  and  is  recorded  annually  off  other  West  Coast  states  as  well. 

Ageing  of  Short-tailed  Albatrosses  is  extremely  difficult,  due  to  the  slow 
maturation  of  the  plumage  and  the  fact  that  the  sexes,  otherwise  indistin- 
guishable, appear  to  mature  at  different  rates:  10-15  years  for  males,  15-20 
years  for  females.  Although  our  understanding  of  plumage  cycles  of  large  al- 
batrosses in  still  very  much  incomplete,  photographs  such  as  these  provide  an 
opportunity  to  summarize  what  is  known  and  to  speculate  a bit  about  the  un- 
known. The  photographer  would  like  to  thank  Peter  Pyle  and  Steve  Howell  for 
extensive  comments  on  the  photographs  and  for  their  generosity  in  sharing 
sections  from  their  forthcoming  book.  Identification  Guide  to  North  American 
Birds:  Part  II  and  Howell's  book,  Albatrosses  and  Petrels  of  North  America — 
and  also  Hiroshi  Hasegawa,  for  information  on  current  population  dynamics. 

1 * This  juvenile  or  possible  second-cycle  (second-year)  Short-tailed  Albatross 
was  recorded  south  of  the  Alaska  Peninsula  on  10  September  2006,  the  east- 
ernmost of  its  species  seen  on  the  VENT  trip.  Note  the  darker  head  feathers, 
possibly  a result  of  the  second  prebasic  molt.  Photograph  by  Marshall],  lliff. 

2 * This  Short-tailed  Albatross  at  Seguam  Pass  1 2 September  2006  is  proba- 
bly between  five  and  eleven  years  of  age  (fifth  to  eleventh  cycle)  and  can  be 
distinguished  from  younger  age  classes  by  the  presence  of  white  feathering 
in  the  central  back  and  wings  and  by  the  completely  white  underparts;  older 
age  classes  show  an  almost  completely  yellow  crown.  If  this  bird  is  a male,  it 
is  probably  younger  (possibly  as  young  as  five  years);  if  a female,  it  is  likely 
older,  possibly  as  old  as  1 1 years.  Photograph  byMarshallJ.  lliff. 

3 • Stalemate  Bank,  80  km  southeast  of  the  International  Dateline  and  105 
km  west  of  Attu,  is  known  for  large  concentrations  of  seabirds.  There,  this 
Short-tailed  Albatross  (21  September  2006)  was  the  only  full  adult  in  defini- 
tive plumage  of  the  trip  (probably  10+  years  old  if  a male;  15+  years  old  if  a 
female).  It  was  among  an  estimated  1000  Laysan,  10  Black-footed,  and  two 
Short-tailed  Albatrosses,  thousands  of  Northern  Fulmars,  Short-tailed  Shear- 
waters, and  Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  and  25  Mottled  Petrels.  The  next  morn- 
ing, just  333  km  west  of  the  Dateline,  the  group  began  to  see  Solander's 
Petrels.  Photograph  byMarshallJ.  lliff. 

4 * Probable  second-cycle  (second-year)  Short-tailed  Albatross  at  Seguam 
Pass,  12  September  2006.  As  with  the  bird  in  the  first  photograph,  this  indi- 
vidual is  entirely  dark  chocolate-brown  (slightly  paler  on  breast  and  belly), 
but  has  a faint  pale  crescent  below  the  eye  and  mixed  generations  of  feath- 
ers in  the  back,  belly,  and  the  inner  wings.  The  ragged  trailing  edge  to  the 
inner  wing  is  due  to  at  least  five  replaced  feathers  there,  and  photographs  of 
the  upper  surface  of  this  bird's  wings  show  obvious  molt  limits  in  the  second- 
ary coverts  (see  also  the  first  photograph).  The  molt  in  the  rectrices  is  also  a 
clue  to  this  bird's  age;  a hatch-year  bird  would  have  uniformly  fresh  flight 
feathers  and  would  not  be  molting  during  its  first  fall.  Note  the  band  on  the 
right  leg;  a vast  majority  of  young  Short-tailed  Albatrosses  are  banded. 
Photograph  byMarshallJ.  lliff. 

5 * The  Seguam  Pass  area  is  one  of  several  locations  along  the  Aleutian  chain 
identified  as  a concentration  point  for  Short-tailed  Albatrosses.  This  bird  was 
one  of  1 0 at  this  location  1 2 September  2006.  Based  on  the  amount  of  white 
on  the  face  and  underparts  and  the  replacement  of  three  or  four  outer  pri- 
maries and  most  secondaries — contrasting  with  the  juvenal  median  primar- 
ies and  some  secondaries — this  bird's  age  probably  falls  in  the  four-to-five- 
year  class  (fourth  or  fifth  cycle),  characterized  by  white  mottling  on  the  face, 
breast,  and  flanks  and  on  the  presence  of  two  or  mare  generations  of  sec- 
ondaries and  primaries.  Photograph  byMarshallJ.  lliff. 


174 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


VOLUME  61  (2007) 


NUMBER  1 


175 


Photo  Salon 


Soss%  Gull  ij  California 


1 • The  underwing  pattern  of  adult  Ross's  Gull  (here  18  November  2006)  is  distinc- 
tive: white  axillaries  (and  adjacent  marginal  coverts),  medium  gray  marginal, 
lesser,  and  median  covert,  darker  gray  greater  coverts  and  primaries,  and  a trail- 
ing edge  of  white  in  the  rerniges  that  esrtends  from  the  tertials  to  the  inner  pri- 
maries. In  this  fine  photograph,  the  whitish  shaft  of  the  outermost  primary  is 
also  visible.  From  a distance,  this  underwing  pattern  could  resemble  that  of  adult 
or  second-cycle  Little  Gull,  especially  one  with  a more  muted  underwing  pattern 
than  normal.  Photograph  by  BmdSchrm. 

2 * The  tiny  bill,  large  dark,  eye,  and  rounded  head  impart  to  Ross's  Gull  a gentle, 
dove-like  appearance  matched  by  no  other  species.  In  strong  light,  the  pink  blush 
to  the  underparts  can  be  difficult  te  see,  and  from  a distance,  adults  look  rather 
paid,  small  headed,  slender  but  heavy-bellied,  and  long-winged.  Under  optimal 
conditions,  the  black  outer  web  of  the  outermost  primary  can  be  seen  (as  here, 

18  November  2006).  Photograph  by  Peter  Weber. 


3  • A flying  Ross's  Gull  (here  1 8 November  2006)  shows  a distinctly  different  shape  than  Little  Gull:  the  body  and  wings  are  longer  (with  longer  "hand"),  and  the  angle  at  the  carpal  joint  usually  appears 
sharper.  The  longer,  wedge-shaped  tail,  which  can  be  difficult  to  see  under  some  field  conditions,  adds  to  the  appearance  ef  a mere  elongate  bird  than  Little.  Note  that  the  white  trailing  edge  of  the 
wing  does  not  extend  to  the  outermost  primaries,  unlike  in  Little  Gull.  Photograph  by  Henry  Detwller. 


4  • The  Salton  Sea  Ross's  Gull  (here  18  November  2006)  was  wonderfully  well  photographed.  This  images  shows  several  subite  features:  the  rich  pink  wash  of  the  underparts;  the  grayish  wash  on  the 
upper  breast  and  crown;  the  dusky  patch  on  the  ear  coverts;  and  the  extent  of  gray  plumage  around  the  eye.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  l Kurland. 


5  * An  adult  Ross's  Gull  in  breeding  plumage  would  differ  from  the  Salton  Sea  bird  in  having  a black  ring  around  the  neck,  more  intensely  pink  underparts,  pure  white  head  and  upper  breast,  and 
brighter  reddish  legs.  This  bird  (here  18  November  2006)  in  in  definitive  basic  plumage;  the  bird's  molt  into  this  plumage  was  probably  complete  by  early  October.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  2.  Kurland. 


6  • Guy  McCaskie  (left)  spreads  the  word  about  his  remarkable  find  at  the  Salton  Sea  an  17  November  2006.  Photograph  by  Bob  Miller. 
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1 • Regular  in  fall  across  the  western  Aleutian  Islands,  Red- 
necked Stint  can  be  a subtle  identification  in  juvenal 
plumage;  this  bird,  located  at  Attu's  productive  Alexai  Point 
beach  20  September  2006,  shows  this  plumage's  character- 
istic lightly  fringed,  pale  gray-brown  wing  covert  panel. 
Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 

2 • This  adult  Little  Stint  in  worn  alternate  plumage  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky  16-21  (here  17)  August  2006  represents 
a first  confirmed  record  for  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  Re- 
gion. Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 

3 • One  of  the  more  surprising  finds  this  season  in  western 
Alaska  was  this  Philadelphia  Vireo  present  in  the  Gambell 
middens  on  1 8 September  2006.  It  establishes  just  the 
fourth  record  for  the  state  and  the  first  anywhere  close  to 
the  Bering  Sea  region.  A surprising  number  of  far-flung 
North  American  vagrants  originating  from  well  outside 
Alaska  have  been  found  at  Gambell  during  autumn  in  re- 
cent years.  Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 

4 & S • These  images  capture  Alaska's  third  ever  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler,  an  elusive  skulker  in  the  riparian  ravines  of 
remote  Etienne  Valley  at  the  west  end  of  Attu  Island  21 
September  2006.  Photographs  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 

6 • The  Gambell  middens  hosted  a cooperative  Pallas's 
Bunting  from  24-26  (here  25)  September  2006.  This  estab- 
lishes the  fifth  record  of  this  "almost  mythical"  species  in 
Alaska  and  North  America  and  the  first  for  fall.  Field  marks 
differentiating  this  individual  from  the  only  slightly  less 
rare  Reed  Bunting  include  grayish-sandy-brown  (versus  ru- 
fous-brown) lesser  coverts,  bill  with  straight  culmen  and 
mostly  pale  lower  mandible,  Brewer's  Sparrow-like  crown 
pattern  lacking  obvious  lateral  crown  stripes,  dark  area 
along  lower  border  of  auriculars,  very  faint  flank  streaking 
(bolder  in  Reed),  and  a single-syllable  chip  or  cheep  call- 
note  (Reed  typically  gives  a thin,  downslurred  see-uu). 
Photograph  by  Gary  Rosenberg. 
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1 • This  South  Polar  Skua  400  kilometers  northeast  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland  on  14  August  2006  is  separated  from  Great 
Skua  by  the  smooth  unstreaked  back  and  upperwing  coverts  and  pale  nuchal  area.  The  worn,  somewhat  reddish  brown  up- 
perwing coverts  and  secondaries  are  being  replaced  by  darker,  chocolate  brown  feathers.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

2 • Great  and  South  Polar  Skua  are  regular  in  offshore  waters  rarely  visited  by  birders  in  Atlantic  Canada.  Adult  Great  Skuas 
are  the  easiest  skua  to  identify  because  of  the  golden  streaks  and  spots  in  the  back  and  upperwing  coverts;  their  bills  appear 
heavier  than  South  Polars'  as  well.  These  two  adults  photographed  400  kilometers  northeast  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland 

22  September  2006  are  in  heavy  wing  molt.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

3 • The  first  for  Mississippi,  this  Rock  Wren  cooperated  well  for  appreciative  observers  at  G.  P.  Cossar  State  Park,  Yalobusha 
County  15  (here  21)  October  through  4 November  2006.  Photograph  by  Nicholas  Winstead. 

4 • This  peculiar  hummingbird,  identified  as  a Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  x Broad-billed  Hummingbird  hybrid  (once  called 
"Salvin's  Hummingbird")  was  found  at  Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum,  Arizona  on  4 September  2006  (here  22  October)  and 
remained  through  the  end  of  the  season.  Photograph  by  Richard  Ditch. 

5 • This  hybrid  male  duck  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla,  Baja  California  Sur,  Mexico  28  November  2006  seems  to  best  match  a male 
Northern  Shoveler  x Gadwall  hybrid,  rarely  reported.  Photograph  by  Victor  Ayala. 

6 • The  immature  male  Pine  Warbler,  found  southeast  of  Maneadero  1 3 October  2006,  is  only  the  fourth  to  be  confirmed  on 
the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  Photograph  by  Peter  A.  Gaede. 

7 • This  cooperative  Ferruginous  Hawk  was  enjoyed  by  many  birders  near  Kamloops,  British  Columbia  1-10  (here  9) 
September  2006.  The  species  is  considered  casual  in  the  province,  and  this  bird  was  the  first  in  recent  history  to  be  seen 

by  many  observers.  Photograph  by  Donald  G.  Cecile. 
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1 • Hard  to  overlook  was  this  subadult  Jabiru  seen  by  many  in  Tocumen  Marsh,  Panama  18-26  (here  19) 
September  2006.  It  was  the  first  seen  In  Panama  Province  in  over  40  years  and  only  the  eighth  ever 
recorded  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  Rosabel  Mira. 

2 • A first  record  for  E!  Salvador,  this  immature  Veery  captured  on  24  October  2006  at  Montecristo  National 
Park  was  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  subspecies.  Photograph  by  Lety  Andino. 

3 • On  BO  September  2006,  this  immature  Purple  Gallinule  was  discovered  in  a retention  pond  near  a hous- 
ing development  just  north  of  the  town  of  Macungie,  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania  by  Lee  Levengood,  a 
first  for  the  county.  St  was  last  seen  1 2 (here  6)  October.  Photograph  by  Bob  Mod 

4 • Representing  just  the  third  record  for  El  Salvador,  this  Prothenotary  Warbler  was  captured  at  Playa 
Salamar,  Jucuaran  along  the  coast  of  eastern  El  Salvador.  Photograph  by  Jesse  Fagan. 

5 • One  of  many  great  warblers  found  in  autumn  2006  in  the  Great  Basin,  this  Prothenotary  Warbler 
lingered  from  31  October  through  S (here  2)  November  in  Morgan , Morgan  County,  Utah. 

Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

6 • Although  Oregon  Junto  is  found  an  average  four  times  per  year  in  the  Eastern  Highlands  & Upper  Ohio 
River  Valley  Region,  it  is  rarely  so  nicely  documented  as  this  male  30  October  2006  at  Maumee  lay  State 
Park,  Lucas  County,  Ohio.  Photograph  by  Brian  Zweibel. 

7 • A Red-necked  Grebe  made  a rare  appearance  in  the  Great  Basin  from  28  September  (here)  through  3 Oc- 
tober 2006  at  Pahranagat  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Lincoln  County,  Nevada.  Photograph  by  Marshall].  Iliff. 
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1 • Utah's  first  confirmed  Pacific  Golden-Plover  was  discovered  25  August  (here  2 September)  2006  at  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  along  the  Causeway  to  Antelope  Island  State  Park,  Davis  County.  Fortunately,  it  lingered 
until  16  September,  providing  hundreds  of  birders  the  opportunity  to  study  and  photograph  it. 

Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

2 • This  female  Painted  Bunting  was  found  4-1 1 (here  1 1 ) September  2006  at  Corn  Creek,  Desert  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Clark  County — one  of  Nevada's  many  migrant  traps  and  vagrant  hotspots. 

Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 

3 • In  a season  that  boasted  a great  many  flycatchers  out  of  range,  two  Say's  Phoebes  were  found  in 
Illinois  in  fall  2006;  this  bird  entertained  hawk  counters  at  Illinois  Beach  State  Park  22  and  23  (here) 
September.  Photograph  by  Steve  Huggins. 

4 & 5 • This  Cook's  Petrel  landed  on  a cruise  ship  and  was  brought  to  shore  on  Kaua'i  Island,  Hawaii.  The 
bird  was  photographed  and  released  1 September  2006  (here).  The  status  of  migrant  gadfly  petrels  in  the 
islands  remains  poorly  known,  which  makes  photographic  documentation  very  valuable. 

Photographs  by  Jim  Denny. 

6 • A rarity  in  migration  anywhere  on  the  East  Coast,  this  Henslow's  Sparrow  was  an  especially  prized  find 
in  Central  Park,  Manhattan,  New  York  City,  New  York  on  31  October  2006.  Photograph  by  Lloyd  Spitalnik. 

7 • Indiana's  first  Black-chinned  Hummingbird,  present  in  Gibson  County  29  October  2006  through  the  sea- 
son (here  9 December),  was  initially  identified  as  a female  Ruby-throated.  In  this  excellent  photograph, 
the  diagnostic  broad  tenth  primary  (plO)  of  Black-chinned  is  clearly  visible,  as  is  the  extensive  primary 
molt  (pi— p6  are  new),  also  indicative  of  Black-chinned.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brown. 
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1 • Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  very  rarely  reach  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  This  individual  was  on  tiny  French 
Frigate  Shoals  13  (here  18)  October  through  2 November  2006.  Photograph  by  Cory  Gregory,  U.S.F.W.S. 
Volunteer. 

2 • Eight  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  found  in  Northern  California  in  fall  2006, 28  August-3  October, 
including  two  at  Abbotts  Lagoon,  Marin  County  19  September  through  3 October  (here)  2006. 

Photograph  by  Steve  11 G.  Howell. 

3 • Iowa's  second  record  of  Green  Violet-ear  graced  Sioux  City  12-19  (here  14)  September  2006. 

Photograph  by  Paul  Roisen. 

4 * Increasingly  rare  on  the  eastern  peripheries  of  its  range,  Burrowing  Owl  is  a welcome  visitor  anywhere; 
this  bird  was  photographed  at  Seven  Cities  Sod  Farm,  Scott  County,  Iowa  15  September  2006. 

Photograph  by  James  Scheib. 

5 • New  England's  second  Western  Reef-Heron,  and  the  first  for  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  was  seen  from 
9 August  through  20  September  2006,  mostly  in  Kittery,  Maine  and  New  Castle,  Mew  Hampshire,  where 
this  photograph  was  taken  on  9 September.  North  America's  first  was  found  on  Nantucket  23  years  previ- 
ously. Photograph  by  Eduardo  del  Solar. 

6 ■ This  American  Woodcock  near  Parque  Estanzuela  in  Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon  28  January  2006  was  the 
first  for  that  state  and  one  of  few  documented  for  Mexico.  The  date  was  erroneously  published  in  this 
journal  as  "early  February,"  but  this  photograph  and  the  corrected  date  were  recently  received.  Photo- 
graph by  Jose  Ignacio  Granados  Peon. 

7 • A wave  of  redpolls  swept  into  southern  Yukon  in  October  2006,  providing  plenty  of  opportunities  to 
study  their  finer  points.  This  Hoary  Redpoll,  photographed  at  Shallow  Bay  en  27  October  2006,  shows  a 
suite  of  features  typical  of  the  species:  very  pale  rear  scapulars,  a broad  white  margin  across  the  greater 
upperwing  coverts,  pristine  undertail  coverts,  a small  red  cap,  and  faintly  streaked  sides.  Its  broad-based 
bill  is  also  typical  of  Hoary,  although  viewing  angle  and  extent  of  nasal  tufting  can  further  accentuate  the 
appearance  of  a "pushed-in"  bill  in  this  species.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 
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1 • An  excellent  portrait  of  a very  shy  bird,  this  Le  Conte's  Sparrow  at  Avondale,  Rhode  Island  on  4 (here)  and  5 November 
2006  was  one  of  three  in  New  England  for  the  autumn,  the  first  season  with  multiple  reports  since  autumn  2000. 

Photograph  by  Carlos  Pedro. 

2 • Few  reports  of  Philadelphia  Vireo  in  New  Mexico  are  as  well  documented  as  this  one  at  Ute  Lake  State  Park,  Quay  County 
7 September  2006.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 

3 *Two  Bar-tailed  Godwits  reported  from  northern  California  this  fall  included  this  juvenile,  seen  by  many  at  Virgin  Creek 
Beach  in  McKerricher  State  Park,  Mendocino  County  6-16  (here  13)  August  2006.  This  flight  shot  shows  the  heavily  barred  un- 
derwing coverts  of  the  expected  Pacific  subspecies  baueri,  as  well  as  the  lack  of  rusty  coloration  typical  of  Marbled  Godwits. 
Photograph  by  Matthew  A.  Matthiessen. 

4 • This  view  of  the  McKerricher  State  Park  Bar-tailed  Godwit  (again  on  13  August  2006)  shows  the  barred  rump  and  tail  and  the 
characteristic  short,  rather  straight  bill  of  the  species  as  compared  to  other  godwits.  Photograph  by  Matthew  A.  Matthiessen. 

5 • A marvelous  and  subtle  find,  this  Taiga  Flycatcher,  discovered  by  John  Sterling  and  Scott  Terrill  at  Putah  Creek,  Solano  and 
Yolo  Counties,  California  on  25  October  2006,  furnished  a first  North  American  record  south  of  Alaska  and  just  the  second  fall 
record  for  the  continent.  Photograph  by  John  Sterling. 

6 • Providing  a sixth  record  for  Montana,  this  juvenile  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  in  Billings  18  through  26  (here)  November  2006. 
Photograph  by  Bob  Martinka. 


7 • Bell's  Vireo,  known  only  from  a few  sight  records  in  North 
Carolina,  was  finally  documented  with  phoographs  in  the 
state  when  this  fresh-plumaged  bird  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species showed  up  21  September  2006  (here)  at  Carolina 
Beach  State  Park.  Photograph  by  James  F.  Parnell. 

8 • A vagrant  to  southern  Ontario  and  an  exciting  find  any- 
where inland,  this  basic-plumaged  Black  Guillemot  lingered 
on  the  Spanish  River  in  Massey  14-25  (here  18)  November 
2006.  Photograph  by  John  Lemon. 
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1 * This  female  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  spent  more  than  two  months  at  lie  Sainte-Helene,  Montreal, 
Quebec.  First  discovered  4 November  2006  (here  4 December),  it  was  still  present  in  mid-January  2007. 
Photograph  by  Pierre  Bannon. 

2 • Washington  state's  first  Smith's  Longspur  surprised  all  by  appearing  in  suburban  Marymoor  Park,  King 
County  on  the  early  date  of  30  August  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Oilie  Oliver. 

3 • This  young  Mississippi  Kite  was  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  four-day  stay  in  Imperial  Beach, 

San  Diego  County,  California  6-9  September  2006;  it  used  utility  lines  in  a residential  area  from  which  to 
catch  large  scarab  beetles.  Photograph  by  Matt  Sadowski. 

4 • A Northern  Ja$ana  had  not  been  documented  in  Texas  since  1994,  but  in  autumn  2006,  three  were 
present  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  including  this  stunning  adult  at  Estero  Llano  Grande  State  Park, 
Hidalgo  County  5-19  (here  6)  August  and  again  3 September  through  14  November. 

Photograph  by  Erik  Breden. 

5 • This  stunning  male  Streak-backed  Oriole  drew  many  admirers  to  the  oasis  ofZzyzx,  San  Bernardino 
County,  California  during  its  9-15  (here  14)  October  2006  stay.  Photograph  by  Stephen  1.  Myers. 

6 • This  Vermilion  Flycatcher,  the  third  for  Michigan  but  the  first  to  be  documented  photographically  and 
seen  by  mutliple  observers,  appeared  1 1 (here  26)  October  2006  at  Big  Bay,  Marquette  County.  It  remained 
through  the  fall  season  but  succumbed  in  early  December.  Photograph  by  Tom  Auer. 

7 * Ringed  Kingfishers  have  expanded  their  range  onto  the  Edwards  Plateau  of  Texas  over  the  past  decade, 
but  this  adult  female  at  San  Angelo  State  Park,  Tom  Green  County  7 October  2006  was  still  well  north  of 
where  is  species  is  expected.  Photograph  by  Jay  Packer. 

8 • This  young  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  providing  the  third  record  in  Guadeloupe,  and  first  record  to  be  con- 
firmed, was  at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  18  October  2006  (here).  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Enjoy  Very  Special  B i r d i n g 


FEATURED  ENDORSED  TOUR 


Dec  2-21  - Antarctica  and  the  Falkland  Islands 

Sail  aboard  the  Clipper  Adventurer  to  thrill  at  the  sights  of  one  of  the  last  truly  pristine 
regions  on  Earth.  The  Antarctic  Peninsula's  ethereal  icescapes  and  prolific  wildlife  make 
it  a photographer's  utopia  and  a naturalist's  wonderland.  Enjoy  passing  scenery  and 
birds  from  the  open  decks  or  the  covered  promenade  deck,  after  your  prepared-to-order 
dinner  in  the  spacious  dining  room.  Shore-side  explorations  and  landings  aboard  Zo- 
diacs. Clipper  Cruise  Lines,  www.clippercruise.com,  (800)  456-0020. 


Jan  20-31,  2008  - Zapata  Peninsula, 
Northern  Archipelago  & Eastern  En- 
demic Regions  of  Cuba 

Once  again,  pending  license  from  the  US 
Treasury,  the  Cuba  Bird  Study  Program  will 
visit  the  birding  hotspots  of  Cuba.  This  is 
always  an  opportunity  that  depends  on 
government  relations  at  the  highest  level, 
however  their  past  history  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  receiving  the  required  permits. 
Cuba  Bird  Study  Program,  Gary 
Markowski,  cubirds@aol.com, 

(860)  350-6752. 

April  3-12,  2008  - Zapata  Peninsula, 
and  the  Mountains  and  Forests  of 
Western  Cuba 

This  trip  covers  locations  in  western,  cen- 
tral, and  southern  endemic  habitats,  and 
visits  the  southern  Caribbean  coast;  excel- 
lent opportunities  to  see  most  of  Cuba's 
endemics.  Cuba  Bird  Study  Program, 

Gary  Markowski,  cubirds@aol.com, 

(860)  350-6752. 

April  14-18  and  21-25,  2008  - 
Texas:  High  Island  Migration 

Take  in  the  coastal  beaches  and  marshes 
for  huge  numbers  of  shorebirds,  to  the 
famed  migrant  traps  of  High  Island,  then 
inland  to  the  Pineywoods  for  that  Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker.  Birding  America, 
www.birding-america.com,  info@birding- 
america.com,  (800)  744-6150. 

May-June,  2008  - 
Pribilofs  - St.  Paul  Island 

St.  Paul  Island  is  home  to  millions  of 
seabirds  nesting  in  easily  observed  colonies 


along  the  steep  shores  of  the  island.  Thou- 
sands of  migrating  gulls,  shorebirds, 
seabirds,  ducks  and  passerines  are  drawn 
to  this  remote  island  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
Wilderness  Birding  Adventures, 
www.wildernessbirding.com,  info@ 
wildernessbirding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 

May  26-June  9,  2008  - China:  Sichuan 
and  the  Tibetan  Plateau 

Referred  to  as  the  "Heavenly  Kingdom,"  this 
area's  natural  beauty  and  spectacular 
scenery  provide  a wonderful  backdrop  for 
most  of  the  central  Chinese  endemics  as 
well  as  up  to  10  amazing  pheasants.  Tropi- 
cal Birding,  www.tropicalbirding.com, 
info@tropicalbirding.com,  (800)  348-5941. 

June,  2008  - Gambell  and  Nome  Tour 

Visit  two  of  the  most  famous  birding  spots 
during  spring  migration  where  streams  of 
birds  fly  by.  Great  opportunities  for  Asian 
migrants  and  unusual  breeders  in  a very 
special  place.  Wilderness  Birding  Adven- 
tures, www.wildernessbirding.com,  info@ 
wildernessbirding.com,  (907)  694-7442. 

June  18-28,  2008  - 
The  Galapagos  Islands 

Cruise  the  islands  of  Ecuador,  beginning 
with  a land  trip  in  Quito,  and  ending  in 
Guayaquil.  Visit  the  Charles  Darwin  Re- 
search Station,  for  those  special  species  of 
the  Galapagos.  The  La  Pinta  is  the  newest 
ship  in  the  fleet  of  Metropolitan  Touring. 
Contact  Jane  Kress,  Avalon  Waterways, 
www.avalonwaterways.com, 

(877)  303-7735. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.aba.org/tours 


Please  contact  tour  company  directly 
for  information  and  reservations,  and 
identify  yourself  as  an  ABA  member. 
Tour  companies  pay  ABA  a commission 
for  each  ABA  participant. 
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Check  out  our  exciting  2008  Calendars  as 
well  as  hundreds  of  other  hireling  books, 
optics,  CDs,  DVDs,  and  birding  accessories 
from  ABA  Sales.  Order  online  or  call 
Customer  Service  for  more  information 
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